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P  H  E  F  A  C  E. 


The  H^id-book  for  France  ia  the  result  of  four  or  five  jour* 
nies  undertaken  at  different  times  between  1830  and  1&4<],  and 
the  editor  has  covered  the  ground  with  a  network  of  routes 
described  from  personal  observation,  extending  from  Dunkirk 
t9  St  Jean  de  Luz;  from  Touton  and  Hydres  to  Brest ;  firom 
Grenoble  and  the|,GraDde  Chartreuse  through  Aubenas  and 
Aurillac  to  the  Port  de  Venasque ;  and  from  Cherhoui^  and 
Mt.  St.  Michel  to  Brian^on  and  Embnin,  and  including  the 
almost  entire  circuit  of  France.  But  in  so  vast  a  field  many 
interstices  have  been  left  to  be  filled  up  by  the  heat  printed 
information ;  and  that  so  meagre  in  some  respects,  so  abun- 
dant and  scattered  in  others,  that  the  collecting  and  arrang* 
ing  of  the  materials  has  been  a  work  of  very  serious  labour. 
The  materials,  indeed,  for  describing  a  large  part  of  France  are 
far  more  scanty  than  those  which  present  themselves  for  Ger- 
mauy  and  Switzerland,  and  the  writer  may  fairly  say,  that  he 
has,  in  the  following  pages,  laid  down  routes  of  which  no  ac< 
count  is  to  be  found  in  French  guides.  It  would  be  unjust  to 
omit  to  mention  the  admirable  guides  of  Vaysse  de  Villiers,  from 
which  he  has  derived  essential  information ;  but  though  they 
extend  to  nearly  twenty  volumes,  they  comprise  only  a  small 
part  of  France,  and  only  portions  of  their  contents  are  calculated 
to  interest  English  travellers.  For  their  use  this  volume  is  com- 
piled :  and  if  any  French  readers  think  fit  to  take  it  up,  they 
must  not  be  surprised  to  find  many  details  well  known  to  them, 
and  doubtless  many  errors,  not  a  few  of  which  will  be  equally 
discernible  by  the  Editor's  own  countrymen.  He  trusts  that  in 
the  statement  of  facts  he  Las  avoided  invidious  comparisons, 
that  he  has  set  down  nought  in  such  a  light  as  to  cause  prcju- 


VI  PREFACE* 

dice  against  the  French,  or  to  encourage  or  perpetuate  es- 
trangement between  the  two  nations. 

The  chapters  into  which  the  book  is  divided  are  arranged 
according  to  the  ancient  provinces,  as  being  less  minute,  more 
historical,  and  better  understood  by  English  than  the  more  in- 
tricate subdivisions  of  departments.  Though  the  latter  are  uni- 
versallj  used  by  the  French  themselves,  some  centuries  must 
elapse  before  Champagiie  and  Burgundy  cease  to  be  remem- 
bered for  their  wines,  P6rigord  for  its  pies,  and  Provence  i<xt 
its  oil ;  nor  will  it  be  easy  to  obliterate  the  recollection  of  Wil- 
liam of  Normandy^  Margaret  of  Anjouy  and  Henri  of  Navarre. 

This  volume  contains  no  description  of  Paris,  because  to  have 
included  the  capital  would  have  extended  thb  book  to  nearly 
double  its  present  size,  and  because  the  ^<  Paris  Guide  of  Galig- 
nanis"  is  a  very  good  one,  and  renders  the  preparation  of  ano- 
ther for  the  present,  at  least,  uxmeeessary. 
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X  a,   MONEY   TABLES. 

a,   MONET. 

In  France,  accounts  are  kept  m  francs  and  centimes  (pt  hundred 
parts)  the  coinage  heing  arranged  on  the  decimal  system,  1  franc 
contuns  10  decimes  (or  sous),  and  each  decime  10  centimes. 

FBBKCH  MOKET. 

« 

Silver  Coiru  .*  -^  £8.     d. 

1  franc  »  100  centimes  =  20  sous    »     0    O    9}  to  lOd.  English. 

i  franc  =  25      ditto  -  »     O    O     2|  | 

i  ditto  =  50      ditto  -  a     O    O    4} 

5  francs  ■■  500    ditto  »  lOO  sous      =     O    4    O 
^  Worn  pieces  of  money,  like  our  old  shillings,  but  composed  of 
silver  and  copper,  are  also  current,  and  bear  the  value  of  75  centimes 
(15  sous),  and  1  franc  50  centimes  (30  sous),  but  they  will  soon  be 
called  in. 

^old  Coins :  — 

Loms  d'or  s  24  fr.  -  s 

Napoleon,  or  20-franc  piece  ^ 

Double  Napoleon,  or  40-fi'anc  piece  s: 
Copper  Coins : — 

Decime,  or  2-6ou8  piece        -  »= 

5  centimes  &»  1  sous  -  ea 

1  centime     ...  8 

N.  B.  To  find  the  value  of  centimes  remember  that  the  Tens  are 
all  pennies,  and  the  Ftve«  halfpennies,  thus  75  c.  «  7^d,  :  25  c. »  2^d 
—  15  c.  =  1^,  within  a  fraction,  but  near  enough  for  all  practical 
purposes. 

To  reduce  French  francs  to  English  monejr  for  common  purposes, 
where  minute  exactness  is  not  required,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
divide  the  amount  of  francs  by  25,  or  to  substitute  4  for  100, 
thus : — 

Franes.  £ 

100  ==1  4 

1,000  »  40 

10,000  =  400 

100,000  =  4,000 

1,000,000  =  40,000 

The  Bank  of  France  issues  notes ,  but  for  no  sum  under  500  fr., 
and  they  are  difficult  to  change  out  of  Paris,  not  being  received  in 
the  provinces  without  paying  an  agio. 

FOREIGN  COINS  REDUCED  TO  THEIR  VALUE  IK  FRENCH  CURRENCY. 

English  sovereign                 •             .  a 

crown        -             .             -  s= 

shilling      .             .             .  — 

Dutch  WiHem  »  10  guilders          .  a 

guilder         -             -             •  -a 

Prussian  dollar       .             .             .  s= 

Frederick  d*or      -             -  = 

Bavarian  florin  «=  20  pence  English  t= 

Kron  thaler          >             .  » 

Austrian  florin  b  2  shillings  English  « 


/r. 

c. 

25 

50  to  25  fr.  20  c.  at  par. 

6 

25 

1 

25 

21 

30 

2 

15 

9 

75 

21 

0 

2 

15 

5 

81  ^ 

2 

57  ' 

FftlNCH  VKAyCS  AND  CIMVIMn  mXDUCKD  TO  TRXU  TALUS  IV 

rOUHDS,   SHILUVaS,  AND   PXNCK. 


5cent8.  O 


10 
15 
20 
25 
SO 
35 
40 
45 
50 
BB 
60 
65 
70 
75 
80 
85 
90 
95 


O 
0 
0 
O 
O 
O 
O 
0 
0 
O 
O 
O 
O 
O 
O 
O 
O 
O 


1  finQc.  O 


2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


0 
O 
O 
0 
O 
0 
O 
O 


9. 

o 
o 

0 
0 

o 
o 
o 
o 

0 
0 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

0 

o 
o 

0 

o 
1 

2 

d 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 


ZKGUSH  MONXT   BIOOCED 

Fr.   CU. 

1  penny. 
2 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
•  1  shilling. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 


0  10| 
0  21 
O  81i 
42 
524 
63 
734 
84 
94} 
5 
15 
26 


O 

0 

O 

O 

O 

0 

I 

1 

] 


2  52 

3  78 
4 

30 


5 
6 

7 


8  82 

10  8 

11  34 

12  60 

13  86 


5- ft 
7- ft 

nft 

8-ft 

«ift 

9-ft 

9i 

7 

4i 
2 

llj 

9 

4 


11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

SO 

40 

50 

60 

70 

80 

90 

100 

200 

300 

400 

500 

750 

1,000 

5»000 

10,000 


£ 
10fr«nc8.0 

0 
O 
0 
0 
O 
O 
O 
O 
0 
O 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
S 
3 
3 
7 
11 
15 
19 
29 


39 
198 
396 


7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
11 
12 
IS 
14 
15 
15 
S 
11 
19 
7 
15 
3 
11 
19 
18 
18 
17 
16 
15 
13 
6 
13 


xxaUSB 


d. 
11 


H 

6 
Sf 

1* 
lOf 

H 
H 

lOj 

H 

H 

8 

7 

^ 

4 

8 
0 

4 
8 
O 
4 
8 
4 


TO   ITS   TALUS   IN   FBENCH   FRANCS   AND    CXNTIKSS. 


Fr.    CU. 

12  shillings.  15  12 


13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

1  £  sterl. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 


38 
64 
90 
16 
42 
68 
94 
20 


16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

50  40 

75  60 

100  80 

126  0 

151  20 

176  40 

201  60 

226  80 

252  0 

277  20 

S02  40 

327  60 

352  80 


Ft.  eta 

15^  sterl.  378  O 

16  403  20 

17  428  40 

18  453  60 

19  478  80 

20  504  0 
30  756  0 
40  1008  O 
50  1260  0 
60  1512  O 
70  1764  0 
80  2016  0 
90  2268  O 

100  2520  O 

200  5040  O 

300  7560  O 

400  10,080  0 

500  12,600  O 

1000  25,200  O 

5000  126,000  O 

10,000  252,000  O 


Xii  ^«   WEIGHTS    AND   MEASURES. 


b,   WEIGHTS    AND   MEASURES. 

An  uniform  decimal  system  of  coins,  weights  and  measures,  was 
introduced  into  France  in  1790  ;  and  since  1840  takes  the  place  of 
all  others. 

In  this  new  system  all  the  measures  of  length,  superficies  and 
solidity,  the  unit  of  weight,  and  the  unit  of  mone^,  are  connected 
together,  and  are  derived  from  one  fundamental  unit,  deduced  from 
the  size  of  the  earth,  by  means  of  geometrical  and  physical  data, 
and  each  is  capable  of  being  verified  at  all  times  and  in  all  places. 
This  fundamental  unit  is  called  Metre,  and  is  equal  to  the  ten-mil- 
lionth part  (OOOOpOOl)  of  the  distance  from  the  pole  to  the  equator. 

The  prefixes  which  express  multiples  are  Greek. 

Mtria  Kilo  Hecto        Deca, 

represented  by  the  capital  letters        M  K  H  D, 

expressing  the  numbers  10,000  1,000  100  10. 

The  prefixes  which  express  sub»mu1tiples  are  Latin. 

Deci      Centi      Milli,    Decl-milli      Cent-milli, 
represented  by  d  c  m  d-m  c-m, 

expressing  the  firjwtions  O'l        0*01       0*001         00001  0*00001. 

By  means  of  this  system,  with  a  small  number  of  words,  the  di- 
vision can  be  carried  almost  ad  infinitum. 

The  measures  of  length  are  all  either  decimal  multiples,  or  sub- 
multiples  of  the  metre,  thus :  — 


>u' 


Myria.  — 

M.-m. 

s= 

10*000  Metre* 

Kilo-     — 

K.-m. 

= 

1-000         „ 

Hecto-  — 

H.-m. 

:= 

100 

Deca-     — 

D.-m. 

s 

10 

m. 

s= 

1  Metre. 

Deci-     — 

D.-m. 

= 

0-1 

Centi-    — 

C.-m. 

s= 

0  01         „ 

MiUi-     — 

M.-OT. 

^ 

0  001          „ 

One  great  advantage  of  the  decimal  system  of  subdivision  is,  that, 
by  the  simple  movement  of  a  comma,  any  one  number  of  units  is 
transformed  into  an  equivalent  number  of  superior  or  inferior  units, 
thus  •  —  w  489-365  =  Dm  48*9365  =  M  m  0*489365  =;  C  m  48936*5. 


b.    TABLES   OF   FRENCH    MEASURES   AND   WEIGHTS. 


•  •• 


TABLES  OF  FRENCH  MEASURES  AND  WEIGHTS. 

Table  A.  —  Faench  Feet  reduced  to  Ekoumi  Feet.  '^ 


French 

English  Feet  and 

French 

English  Feet  aad 

FrefDch 

EngUsh  Feet  and 

Feet. 

Decimal  Parts. 

Feet. 

Decimal  Parts. 

Feet. 

Decimal  Parts. 

1 

1-066 

40 

42-631 

79 

84*195 

2 

2-132 

41 

43-696 

80 

85-261 

3 

3-197 

42 

44-762 

81 

86-327 

4 

4-263 

43 

45-828 

82 

87  393 

5 

5-329 

44 

46-894 

83 

88-459 

6 

6-395 

45 

47-959 

84 

89*524 

7 

7-460 

46 

49-025 

85 

90*590 

8 

8-526 

47 

50-091 

86 

91-656 

9 

9-592 

48 

51  -157 

87 

92*723 

10 

10-658 

49 

52-222 

88 

93*787 

11 

11-723 

50 

53-288 

89 

94-853 

12 

12-789 

51 

54-354 

90 

95*919 

13 

13-855 

52 

55-420 

91 

96-985 

14 

14-921 

53 

56-486 

92 

98 -050 

15 

15-986 

54 

57-55] 

93 

99-116 

16 

17-052 

55 

58-617 

94 

100*182 

17 

18-118 

56 

59-683 

95 

101-248 

18 

19-184 

57 

60-749 

96 

102313 

19 

20-250 

58 

61-814 

97 

103-379 

20 

21-315 

59 

62-880 

98 

104*445 

21 

22-381 

60 

63-946 

99 

105*511 

22 

23-447 

61 

65-012 

100 

106*577 

23 

24-513 

62 

66077 

150 

159-865 

24 

25-578 

63 

67-143 

200 

213*153 

25 

26-644 

64 

68*209 

250 

266*441 

26 

27 '710 

65 

69-275 

300 

319-730 

27 

28-776 

66 

70-341 

350 

373-018 

28 

29-841 

67 

71-406 

400 

426-306 

29 

30-907 

68 

72-472 

450 

479-594 

SO 

3]  -973 

69 

73-538 

500 

532*883 

31 

33-039 

70 

74 '604 

550 

586-171 

32 

34-104 

71 

75-669 

600 

639-460 

33 

35-170 

72 

76-735 

650 

692-747 

34 

36-236 

73 

77-801 

700 

746-036 

35 

37-302 

74 

78-867 

750 

799*324 

36 

38-368 

75 

79-932 

800 

852-612 

37 

39-433 

76 

80-998 

850 

905*901 

38 

40-499 

77 

82-064 

900 

959*189 

39 

41-565 

78 

83130 

1000 

1065-765 

1  French  Foot  =  1  -06576543  English  Foot. 
1  English  Foot »  0-93829277  French  Foot 

*  Tables  A,  B,  and  E,  are  abridged  froqi  Lieut.  Becher's  accurate  work  on  Foreign 
Linear  Measures. 


3tiv         b.   TABLKS    07    FRENCH   MEA&URK8   AND   WSIGHT8. 


Table  B. — Frknch  Metaes  reduced  to  Enoush  Feet. 


MvtCM. 

Englich  Feet  and 
Decimal  Parts. 

Mdtres. 

English  Feet  and 
Decimal  Farts. 

Mdtres. 

BngUth  Feet  and 
Decimal  Parts. 

1 

3-281 

88 

124-674 

75 

246-067 

2 

6-562 

39 

127-955 

76 

249-348 

3 

9*843 

40 

131-236 

77 

252-629 

4 

13-123 

41 

134-517 

78 

255-910 

5 

16-404 

42 

137-798 

79 

259-191 

6 

19-685 

43 

141-079 

80 

262-472 

7 

22-966 

44 

144-359 

81 

265-753 

8 

26-247 

45 

147-640 

82 

269-034 

9 

29-528 

46 

150-921 

83 

272-315 

10 

32-809 

47 

154-202 

84 

275-595 

11 

36-090 

48 

157-483 

85 

278-876 

12 

39-371 

49 

160-764 

86 

282-157 

13 

42-652 

50 

164-045 

87 

285-438 

14 

45-932 

51 

167-326 

88 

288-719 

15 

49-213 

52 

170-607 

89 

292-000 

16 

52-494 

53 

173-888 

90 

295-281 

17 

55-775 

54 

177-168 

91 

298-562 

18 

59-056 

55 

180-449 

92 

301-843 

19 

62-337 

56 

183-730 

93 

305-124 

20 

65-618 

57 

187-011 

94 

308-404 

21 

68-899 

58 

190-292 

95 

311-685 

22 

72-180 

59 

193-573 

96 

314-966 

23 

75-461 

60 

196-854 

97 

318-247 

24 

78-741 

61 

200-135 

98 

321-528 

25 

82-022 

62 

203-416 

99 

324-809 

26 

85-303 

63 

206-697 

100 

328-090 

27 

88-584 

64 

209-977 

200 

656-180 

28 

91-865 

65 

213-258 

300 

984-270 

29 

95-146 

66 

216-539 

400 

1312-360 

30 

98-427 

67 

219-820 

500 

1640-450 

31 

101-708 

68 

223-101 

600 

1968-539 

32 

104-989 

69 

226-382 

700 

2296-629 

33 

108-270 

70 

229-663 

800 

2624-719 

34 

111-550 

71 

232-944 

900 

2952-809 

35 

114-831 

72 

236-225 

1000 

3280-899 

36 

,118-112 

73 

239-506 

37 

121-393 

74 

242-786 

1  French  metre  »  3*2808992  English  Feet. 

Table  C.  —  French  Kilometres  and  Mtriametres  into  English 

Miles,  etc. 


Eng. 

Fur- 

Eng. 

Fur- 

Kilom. 

Miles. 

longs. 

Yds. 

Kilom.     MUes. 

longs. 

Yds. 

1 

0 

4 

213 

8               4 

7 

164 

2 

I 

1 

206 

9                5 

■4    • 

167 

3 

1 

6 

199 

1  myria.    6 

1 

156 

4 

2 

3 

192 

2             12 

3 

92 

5 

3 

0 

185 

3              18 

5 

10 

6 

3 

5 

178 

4              24 

6 

160 

7 

4 

2 

171 

5              31 

0 

90 

b.   TABLES   OF    FRBKOH    MEABUBM  AND   WXIOHTl.  XT 


Tablb  B.  •—  Fbbhcr  Lnuai  dx  Potn  nrao  EirausB  MaatB  akd  Tasim. 


L.  Mis.     Yds. 

L.  Mis.     Yds. 

L.   Mis.      Yds. 

L.     MU.       Yds. 

1      2      743061 

11    86    1,133-671 

30     72    1.171*833 

400       968    1,544-438 

3     4    1,486*123 

13    39       116-732 

40      96    1,563-443 

500     1,211        170-636 

3     7       469183 

13    31       859-794 

60    131        193-063 

600     1.463       656-643 

4      9    l»212-344 

14    33    1,602-865 

60    145  '    663-664 

700     1.696       943^49 

5    12       195305 

U    86       585*916 

70    169       974-275 

800     1,937    1,338-856 

6    14       938*366 

16    38    1,328-977 

80    193    1,364-886 

900     3,179    1,714-968 

7    16    1,681-427 

17    41       312^08 

90    217    1,766-496 

l.OOO;    3,433       341*070 

8    19       664*488 

18    43    1,055-099 

100    342       386-107 

3,000     4,844       683*140 

9    21    1,407*549 

19    46        38-160 

300    484       772-214 

3.000    7.366    1,038*310 

10    34       390-610 

20    48       781-221 

330    726    1,168-321 

5,000   13,110    1,706*360 

Table  £.  ^-  Feknch  Toisxs  rxddcxd  to 

Enoush  Fekt. 

Toises. 

English  Feet  and 
Decimal  Parts. 

Toises. 

English  Feet  and 
Decimal  Paits. 

Toises. 

English  Feet  aad 
Decimal  Ftett. 

1 

6  395 

38 

243-095 

74 

478-200 

2 

12*789 

39 

249-389 

75 

479-594 

3 

19-184 

40 

255-784 

76 

485-989 

4 

25-578 

41 

262-178 

77 

492-384 

5 

31  *973 

42 

268-573 

78 

498*778 

6 

38*368 

43 

274-967 

79 

505-173 

7 

44*762 

44 

281-362 

80 

511-567 

8 

51-157 

45 

287-757 

81 

517-962 

9 

57-551 

46 

294-151 

82 

524-357 

10 

63*946 

47 

300-546 

83 

530-751 

11 

70-340 

48 

306-940 

84 

537-146 

12 

76*735 

49 

313-335 

85 

543-540 

13 

83-130 

50 

319-730 

86 

549-935 

14 

89-524 

51 

326-124 

87 

556-330 

15 

95*919 

52 

332-519 

$8 

562-724 

16 

102*313 

53 

338-913 

89 

569*119 

17 

108*708 

54 

345-308 

90 

575-513 

18 

115-103 

55 

351  -703 

91 

581-908 

19 

121-497 

56 

358-097 

92 

588-303 

20 

127-892 

57 

364-492 

93 

594*697 

21 

134*286 

58 

370-886 

94 

601-092 

22 

140-681 

59 

377-281 

95 

607-486 

23 

147-076 

60 

383-676 

96 

613-881 

24 

153-470 

61 

390-070 

97 

620-275 

25 

159-865 

62 

396*465 

98 

626-670 

26 

166*259 

63 

402*859 

99 

633-065 

27 

172*654 

64 

409*254 

100 

639-459 

28 

179-049 

65 

415-649 

200 

1278*918 

29 

185-443 

66 

422*043 

300 

1918*378 

30 

191-838 

67 

428*438 

400 

2557*837 

31 

198-232 

68 

434*832 

500 

3197-296 

32 

204*627 

69 

441  -227 

600 

3836-756 

33 

211  022 

70 

447-621 

700 

4476-215 

34 

217-416 

71 

454-016 

800 

5115-674 

35 

223*81 1 

72 

460-411 

900 

5755-133 

36 

230*205 

78 

466*805 

1000 

6394-593 

37 

236*600 

'1  French  toiae  ^  6-39459259  English  feet. 
1  English  foot  »  0-15638212  French  toise. 


Xvi         b.    TABLES    OF   FRENCH   MEASURES   AND    WEIGHTS. 
Tablx  F.-— French  Kilog&amhss  into  English  Founds  (Ayoirdufois). 


Kil. 

E.  Fd8. 

Kil. 

E.  Pds. 

Kil. 

E.  Pds. 

Kil. 

E.  Pds. 

Kil. 

Eng.  Pds. 

1 

2-606 

14 

30-880 

27 

59-554 

40 

88-228 

3C0 

661-714 

2 

4*411 

15 

33086 

28 

61-760 

41 

90-434 

400 

882-286 

3 

6-617 

16 

35-291 

29 

63-996 

42 

92-640 

600 

1,102-857 

4 

8-8S3 

17 

37-497 

80 

66*171 

43 

94-846 

1,000 

2,205-714 

5 

11028 

18 

39-703 

SI 

68-377 

44 

97051 

2,000 

4,411-429 

6 

13*234 

19 

41-908 

32 

70-583 

45 

99*257 

3.000 

6,617-148 

;r 

15-440 

20 

44]  14 

33 

72-788 

46 

101 -463 

4.000 

8,822*857 

8 

17-646 

21 

46-320 

34 

74-994 

47 

103-668 

5,000 

11,028-471 

9 

19-851 

22 

48-526 

35 

77-200 

48 

105-874 

10,000 

22,057-143 

10 

22057 

23 

60-731 

36 

79-405 

49 

108-OSO 

20,000 

44,114-286 

11 

24-263 

24 

52-937 

37 

81-611 

50 

110-286 

30,000 

66,171-429 

12 

26-468 

25 

55-143 

38 

83-817 

100 

220-571 

40,000 

88,228-572 

13 

28-674 

26 

57-348 

39 

86-023 

200 

441-143 

50,000 

110,285-715 

Table  G. 

—  Fabnch  Pounds 

INTO  English  Pounds  (  Atoiedupois). 

Fr. 

Eng. 

Fr. 

Eng. 

Fr. 

Eng. 

Fr. 

Eng. 

Fr. 

Eng, 

Pds. 

Pds. 

Pds. 

Pds. 

Pds. 

Pds. 

Pds. 

Pds. 

Pds. 

Pds. 

,  1 

1-080 

14 

15-116 

27 

29-152 

40 

43-188 

300 

323*913 

2 

2-169 

15 

16-196    ' 

28 

30-232 

41 

44-268 

400 

431-884 

3 

3-239 

16 

17-275 

29 

31-312 

42 

45-348 

500 

539*855 

4 

4-319 

17 

18-355 

30 

32-391 

43 

46-427 

1,000 

1,079-710 

5 

5-398 

18 

19-435 

31 

33-471 

44 

47-507 

2,000 

2,169*420 

6 

6-478 

19 

20-514 

32 

34-551 

45 

48-587 

8,000 

3,239130 

7 

7-558 

20 

21-594 

33 

35-630 

46 

49-666 

4,000 

4,318-840 

8 

8-638 

21 

22-674 

34 

36-710 

47 

50-746 

5,000 

5,398-550 

9 

9-717 

22 

23-754 

35 

37-790 

48 

51-826 

10,000 

10,797*100 

10 

10*797 

23 

24-833 

36 

38-869 

49 

52-906 

20,000 

21,594*200 

11 

11-877 

24 

25-913 

37 

39-949 

50 

53-985 

30,000 

32,391-300 

12 

12-956 

25 

26*993 

38 

41-029 

too 

107-971 

40,000 

43,188*400 

13 

14-036 

26 

28072 

39 

42-109 

200 

215-942 

50,000 

53,985-500 

Table  H.  —  French  Hectares  into  English  Acbes. 


Hect. 

Acres. 

Hect. 

Acres. 

Hect. 

Acres. 

Hect.    Acres. 

Hect. 

Acres. 

1 

2*471 

8 

19-769 

15 

37067 

40       98-846 

200 

494*229 

2 

4-942 

9 

22*240 

16 

39-538 

50     123-567 

300 

741-343 

8 

7-413 

10 

24-711 

17 

42-009 

60     148-268 

400 

988-457 

4 

9-884 

11 

27-182 

18 

44-480 

70     172-980 

500 

1,235*571 

6 

12-356 

12 

29-654 

19 

46-952 

80     197-691 

1,000 

2,471-143 

6 

14-827 

13 

32-125 

20 

49-423 

90     222-403 

2.000 

4,942-286 

7 

17-298 

14 

34-596 

30 

74- 134 

100     247-114 

5,000 

12,355*715 

Table  I.  —  French  '<  Aunes  de  Paris  '*  into  Engush  Yards. 


Aun. 

Yds. 

Aun. 

:Yds. 

Aun. 

Yds. 

Aun. 

Yds. 

Aun. 

Yds. 

1 

1*300 

7 

9*098 

13 

16-896 

19 

24-696 

70 

90-981 

2 

2-599 

8 

10-398 

14 

18-196 

20 

25-994 

80 

103^8 

3 

3-899 

9 

11-697 

15 

19*496 

30 

38-992 

90 

116-975 

4 

5199 

10 

12*997 

16 

20-795 

40 

51*989 

100 

129*972 

5 

6*499 

11 

14*297 

1  17 

22-095 

50 

64  986 

200 

269*945 

6 

7-799 

12 

15-597 

18 

23-395 

60 

77-983 

500 

649-862 

C.   PASSFORTS    AND   POLICE. 


A  passport  is  indispensable  to  enable  a  stranger  to  travel  in 
France.  It  may  be  procured  gratis  in  London,  at  the  French  Pass- 
port Office,  6.  Poland  Street,  open  from  1  to  3  daily.  It  is  necessary  to 
apply  for  it  verbally,  or  by  letter,  a  day  or  two  in  advance  (one  day 
will  suffice),  when  a  printed  form  is  delivered  to  the  applicant  to  be 
filled  up  with  his  name,  age,  profession,  &c.  Rentier^  or  inde-> 
pendent  man,  is  a  convenient  designation  for  those  who  travel  for 
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recreation.  On  returning  this  paper  personally  to  the  office,  the 
passport  is  at  once  made  out  from  it ;  and  after  a  description  of  the 
person  of  the  bearer  has  been  inserted  in  it,  and  his  own  signature 
(which  should  be  written  legibly)  has  been  attached  to  it,  will  be 
delivered  to  him.  The  description  of  his  person,  or  siffnalementf 
should  on  no  account  be  omitted  in  any  passport  for  France :  the 
want  of  it  may,  in  remote  parts  of  the  country,  lead  to  the  bearer's 
detention  or  arrest ;  and  it  is  the  more  necessary  to  dwell  on  this 
point,  because  the  officials  of  English  ministers  and  consuls  abroad, 
in  making  out  passports  for  their  countrymen,  are  apt  to  slur  it  oyer 
to  save  trouble. 

Passports  may  be  also  obtained  on  payment  of  5s,  from  French 
consuls  residing  at  British  sea-ports.  The  virtues  of  a  Foreign  Office 
passport,  which  costs  2L  Is.,  appear  to  be  much  exaggerated :  it  is 
liable  to  be  taken  away  at  the  French  frontier  like  any  other. 

In  cases  of  hasty  departure  from  Eneland,  when  a  traveller  has 
not  time  to  apply  one  day  in  advance,  ne  may  obtain  a  passport 
at  any  ^lace  in  France,  where  an  English  consul  resides,  on  pay- 
ment of  5  francs.  It  is  far  better,  however,  to  secure  one  in  Eng- 
land. The  consul's  passport  maybe  exchanged  at  Paris  for  one 
from  the  British  ambassaaor. 

The  passport  which  a  traveller  brings  with  him  into  France  is 
not  valid  for  travelling  through  the  country,  nor  for  quitting  it,  until 
it  has  received  the  signature  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior.  It  is 
therefore  taken  away  from  the  traveller  at  the  sea-port  where  he 
lands,  or  the  frontier  town  where  he  enters  France,  and  is  for- 
warded by  the  police  to  Paris,  while  a  temporary  passport,  Passe 
Promsoire^  is  given  him  to  carry  him  on  to  Paris,  and  2  francs  must 
be  paid  for  it. 

Until  the  traveller  reaches  Paris  the  Passe  Provisoire  will  carry 
him  through  all  parts  of  France,  but  not  out  of  the  country.  He 
cannot  depart  until  he  has  exchanged  it  either  for  his  original  pass- 

S>rt,  vis6  by  the  minister  of  the  interior,  or  for  the  passport  of  the 
ritish  minister  or  consul. 

The  first  care  of  the  traveller  after  landing  at  a  French  sea-port, 
if  he  does  not  wish  to  be  detained  there,  should  be  to  obtain  his 
passe  provisoire,  which  is  often  a  tedious  business,  owing  to  the 
number  of  applicants  all  eager  to  secure  their  papers  in  time  to 
start  by  diligences  or  steam-boats.  If  he  be  desirous  of  passing 
rapidly  through  France,  via  Paris,  on  his  way  to  another  country, 
such  as  Italy,  India,  &c.  and  does  not  wish  to  stop  in  Paris,  he  ought 
to  impress  this  upon  the  agent  at  the  passport  office,  and  request 
him  to  forward  the  original  passport  to  Paris  by  the  same  day*s 
post,  in  order  that  it  may  arrive  as  soon  as  its  owner.  When  this  is 
neglected,  an  annoying  delay  of  several  days  is  often  caused.  In 
cases  of  urgent  haste,  where  the  traveller  cannot  wait  for  the  arrival 
in  Paris  of  his  original  passport,  the  British  ambassador  will  give 
him  one  in  exchange  for  the  Passe  Provisoire. 

On  reaching  Paris,  the  "  Passe  Provisoire  "  must  be  taken   or 
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gent^tothe  Prefecture  of  police,  where  the  orig:iiial  will  be  giv«n  in 
ezcbuEuage  for  it.  It  is  better  to  send  a  valet  de  place  or  oommission- 
naire  for  it  than  to  go  for  it:  the  commissionnaire  being  known  to  the 
officials  is  more  likely  to  be  attended  to  than  a  stranger,  speaking 
Prench  perhaps  scarcely  intelligible.  The  commissionnaire  may,  it 
is  true,  play  false,  and  declare  that  the  passport  is  not  arrived, 
in  the  hope  of  detaining  Uie  traveller  at  his  hotel ;  and  the  best  way 
to  prevent  this  is  to  promise  him  an  extra  douceur  in  the  event  of 
his  securing  the  passport  at  once.  The  traveller  must  give  his  sig- 
nature, and  his  personal  attendance  at  the  police-office  is  not  requir^. 

To  secure  personally  the  necessarv  visas  of  French  and  foreign 
minbters  to  a  passport  to  enable  the  bearer  to  enter  Austria  or 
Italy,  is>ot  to  be  done  under  two  days.  The  stranger  who  under* 
takes  to  do  this  for  himself  will  find  it  a  very  disagreeable  and  tire- 
some  business,  the  passport  offices  being  open  only  at  fixed  hours, 
being  situated  in  distant  parts  of  the  town,  and  being  beset  by 
crowds  of  applicants.  In  all  the  respectable  Paris  hotels  (Meu- 
rice,  Bristol,  &c.),  a  commissionnaire  is  appointed  to  attend  to  the 
passports,  for  which  a  fixed  charge  (4  or  5  francs)  is  made,  and 
this  saves  the  traveller  a  couple  of  days'  running  about  from 
office  to  office.  The  signature  of  the  Papal  nuncio  is  essential  for 
travellers  going  to  Rome,  and  can  only  be  obtained  at  Paris. 

If  the  stranger  is  not  going  to  Paris,  but  only  to  cross  a  part  of 
France,  on  his  way  to  another  country,  for  instance,  from  Calais  to 
Lille,  on  his  way  to  Belgium,  the  passport  which  he  brings  with 
him  is  vise  at  the  frontier  and  returned  to  him.  If  he  wishes 
merely  to  make  a  short<  stay  at  the  place  where  he  has  landed  (Bou- 
logne for  instance),  or  in  a  contiguous  department,  and  the  period 
of  his  stay  do  not  exceed  one  monu,  the  local  authorities  deliver  to 
him  a  limited  passport,  retaining  the  original  in  their  hands. 

The  traveller  may  have  his  original  passport  sent  after  him  to  any 
town  in  France  where  there  is  a  prefecture  or  sous-prefecture; 
but  if  there  is  danger  of  delay  in  transmitting  it  to  the  capital,  there 
is  greater  in  sending  it  to  a  provincial  place. 
"^  In  France,  more  than  in  any  other  country  in  Europe  at  .the  pre- 
sent time,  the  passport  is  Uable  to  be  demanded  at  all  times  and 
places,  and  should  always  he  carried  about  the  person.  The  gens- 
d'armes  are  authorized  to  call  for  it  not  only  in  frontier  and  fortified 
towns,  but  in  remote  villages  :  they  may  stop  you  on  the  highway, 
or  waylay  you  as  you  descend  from  the  diligence,  may  force  th^oa- 
selves  into  the  salle  si.  manger,  or  enter  your  bed-room,  to  demand  a 
sight  of  this  precious  document.  It  is  needless  to  expatiate  on  this 
restraint  so  inconsistent  with  the  freedom  which  an  Englishman 
enjoys  at  home,  or  to  show  that  the  police  are  a  pest  to  the  harrn*- 
less  and  well  conducted,  without  being  a  terror  to  evil  doers ;  it  is 
the  custom  of  the  country,  and  the  stranger  must  conform,  or  has 
no  business  to  set  his  foot  in  it.  It  must  be  allowed  that  the  police 
perform  their  duty  with  civility  so  as  to  render  it  as  little  vexatious 
as  possible.    They  cannot  enter  a  private  house  without  a.  warrant. 
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Those  who  lose  their  passports,  leave  them  behind,  or  do  not  take 
eare  to  have  them  **  en  r^ie,"  are  liable  to  be  marched  off  to  the 
juge  de  paix  or  pr^fet,  often  a  distance  of  10,  15,  20  miles,  on 
foot,  unless  they  choose  to  pay  for  a  carriaffe  for  their  escort  as 
well  as  themselves,  and  if  no  satisfactory  explanation  can  be  given 
m»v  be  at  last  deposited  in  prison. 

Before  embarking  at  a  French  port,  a  permis  d'embarciuement 
must  be  obtained  :  it  is  given  gratis  at  all  hours  on  exhibiting  the 
passport  en  r^gle  or  properly  vis6,  and  is  received  by  an  ofll^r  of 
police  as  the  traveller  goes  on  board  the  packet. 

The  duties  of  rural  police  are  performed  by 

GenS'cTarmesj  a  fine  body  of  men  chosen  from  the  line,  haud- 
somelv  dressed,  better  mounted  than  any  other  cavalry  corps.  Being 
settled  in  their  native  countrv,  and  not  moved  from  place  to  place, 
they  know  every  body  and  all  the  localities.  Their  salarv  amounts 
to  80/.  a-year,  out  of  which  they  have  to  provide  their  horse  and 
uniform. 

d,   THB  DIFFERBNT  B0UTB8  BETWEEN  LONDON  AND  PABI8  COMPAEBD. 

Br  Dover  and  Calais. 


London  to  Dover  (per  Railway),  when  finished 
Dover  to  Calais  (per  Steamer) 
Calais  to  Paris  (per  Diligence) 

Total     -             -             - 

Miles. 

Hours. 

Fares. 

86 

25 

178 

5 

3 

24 

«.      tf. 

23     0 
10     0 
33     6 

289 

32 

66    6 

Bt  Dover  awd  Boulogkx. 


London  to  Dover  (per  Railway) 
Dover  to  Boulogne  (per  Steamer) 
Boulogne  to  Paris  (per  Diligence) 

Total     - 


Miles. 

Hours. 

Fares. 

86 

28 

156 

5 

4 
21 

».      d, 
23     0 

10     6 

33     0 

270 

30 

66     6 

By  crossing  from  Dover  to  Boulogne,  22  m.  of  land  journey 
between  Calais  and  Boulogne  are  saved,  but  the  sea  voyage 
is  an  hour  longer  than  to  Calais.  The  passage  from  Dover  to 
Bouloffne  is  not  to  be  recommended,  as,  from  the  prevalence  of 
westerly  winds  in  the  Channel,  on' an  average  eight  or  nine  months 
in  the  year,  the  vessels  are  constantly  retarded  or  detained ;  but,  in 
returning  from  France  to  England^  the  passage  from  Boulogne  to 
Dover  is  preferable.  It  is  generally  performed  in  as  short  a  time 
as  that  from  Calais  to  Dover.  The  passage  to  or  from  London  is 
performed  in  nearly  the  same  time  to  both  places. 


XX 


d,   THE   DIFFERENT   ROUTES    COMPARED. 


London  to  Paris  bt  the  Thames  to  Boulogne. 


MUes. 

Hours. 

Fares. 

London  to  Boulogne  (per  Steamer)     -             -  >    1 10 
Boulogne  to  Paris  (per  Diligence)       -             -  1    156 

12 
21 

*.      rf. 
15     0 
33     0 

Total      -              -              -  1^   266         33 

48     0 

This  route  is  very  economical,  and  least  fatiguing,  the  sea  part  of 
the  voyage  in  general  not  exceeding  5  hours. 

By  Southampton  and  Havre. 


Miles.  1  Hours. 

Fares. 

London  to  Southampton  (per  Railway) 
Southampton  to  Havre  (per  Steamer)* 
Havre   to  Paris  (per  Diligence,  and  Railway 
from  Rouen  f)        .... 

Total     .             -             - 

78 
122 

132 

3i 
12 

13 

s.      4. 

21     0 

24     0 

31     0 

332           28j        76     0 

By  Brighton  and  Dieppe. 


By  Brighton  and  Havre. 


"•   ■'            ■  ■■ 

Miles. 

Hours. 

Fares. 

London  to  Brighton  (per  Railway)     - 
Brighton  to  Shoreham  Harbour  (per  Railway) 
Shoreham  Harbour  to  Dieppe  (per  Steamer)  - 
Dieppe  to  Paris  (per  Diligence  and  Railway 
from  Rouen)            .... 

Total      -            -             - 
The  shortest  route  of  all,  being  almost  a 
straight  line. 

50J 

5 

83 

104 

2 

Oi 

7| 

11 

s.      d. 

14     6 

1     0 

20     0 

23     0 

242§ 

20j 

58     6 

London  to  Brighton  (per  Railway)     - 
Brighton  to  Shoreham  Harbour  (per  Railway) 
^Shoreham  Harbour  to  Havre  (per  Steamer) 
Havre  to  Paris  (per  Diligence  and  Railway)  - 

Total     - 

Miles. 

Hours. 

Fares. 

50j 
5 
94 
132 

2 

Oi 
9 
13 

s.      d. 

14     6 

1      0 

20     0 

81     0 

281J 

24i 

66     6 

*  The  Tare  per  steamer  has  of  late  been  frequently  reduced  to  5s. ,  there  being  an  oppo- 
altion  on  this  line. 

t  This  is  the  most  agreeable  of  all  the  roads  to  Paris  in  point  of  scenery  and  curiosities. 

The  voyage  down  the  Seine  from  Paris  or  Rouen  to  Havre  is  most  agreeable,  and  i« 
rapidly  performed  by  steam-boats  daily.  All  these  circumstances  render  this  the  most 
eligible  route,  at  least  in  returning  from  Paris  to  London,  except  to  those  to  whom  a  long 
•ea  voyage  is  a  serious  objection. 
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xxi 


Br  Havre. 


1 1 

• 

London  to  Havre  (per  Steamer) 
Havre  to  Paris  (per  Diligence) 

Total     -             -             - 

Miles. 

Houri. 

Fares. 

132 

26 
13 

«.    .  d. 

42     0 
31     0 

39          73     0 

Recafitulation. 


Fid  Brighton  and  Dieppe 

—  Brighton  and  Havre 

•—  London  and  Havre,  by  Steam 

—  Dover  and  Calais 

—  Southampton  and  Havre  - 


MUes. 

Hours. 

Fares. 

#.      d. 

242( 
28l| 

20: 

24: 

58     6 

66     6 

. 

39 

73     0 

289 

32 

66     6 

332 

28^ 

76     0 

e,    POSTtNG. 


The  French  Post  Book  (Livre  de  Poste)  published  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  government,  is  almost  indispensable  for  persons  tra- 
velling post :  it  may  be  had  in  all  towns,  ana  even  at  the  post-houses. 

By  a  law  enforced  throughout  France  since  the  1st  Jan.  1840, 
distances  are  no  longer  calculated  by  *'  postes,"  but  by  kilometres 
and  myriam^tres.  1  kilometre  (i.  e.  1000  metres)  =  nearly  5  fur- 
longs or  4ths  of  an  English  mile ;  1  myriam^tre  =s  10  kuora.  =a 
nearly  6 J  Eng.  m.  (or  6  m.  1  fur.  156  yds.) 

The  postmaster's  authorized  charge  is, 

For  each  horse,  2  francs  or  40  sous  per  myriam^tre,  or  20  centimes 
per  kilom. 

The  Postillion  is  entitled  by  the  law  to  demand  only  1  franc  per 
myriam^tre  or  10  centimes  per  kilom. ;  but  it  is  customary  to  nay 
him  2  francs  per  myriam.,  or  at  the  rate  of  a  horse,  unless  he  has 
misconducted  himself,  when  he  may  be  punished  by  limiting  his 
pay  to  the  tariff.  He  is  bound  by  the  law  to  drive  the  myriametre 
within  46  and  58  minutes.  The  English,  who  generally  want  to  go 
faster,  are  too  often  in  the  habit  of  giving  him  50  sous  per  myriam. 
or  5  per  kilom.,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  more  than  4d,  an  English 
mile ;  t.  e.  more  than  a  post-boy  in  England  gets. 

This  extravagant  remuneration  is  contrary  to  the  express  injunc- 
tion  of  the  French  **  Livre  de  Poste,**  wnich  says,  n.  42.  **  Les 
voyageurs  conservent  done  la  faculty  de  restreindre  le  prix  des 
guides  a  1  franc,  a  titre  de  punition ;  et  ils  seront  invites  par  les 
maitres  de  poste,  et  dans  Tint^rSt  du  service,  a  ne  jamais  depasser 
la  retribution  de  2  fr.  par  myriametre.'* 

The  average  rate  of  posting  does  not  much  exceed  a  myriametre 
per  hour,  including  stoppages. 

In  fixing  the  number  of  horses  to  be  attached,  the  postmaster 
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takes  into  account  the  nature,  size,  and  weight  of  the  carriage,  and 
the  quantity  of  luggage ;  a  landau  or  herlin  always  requires  3  horses 
at  least,  generally  4 ;  a  chariot  will  require  8,  while  a  britzka  hold- 
inr  the  same  number  of  persons  will  need  only  2. 

To  facilitate  this,  carnages  are  ^vided  into  3  classes :  — 

1.  Cabriolets  and  light  cal^hes  without  a  front  seat,  or  having 
one  narrower  than  the  back  seat,  must  have  2  horses. 

2.  Limoni^res,  heavier  carriages,  chariots'  (couples)  ;  to  these  the 
postmaster  may  attach  8  horses,  even  when  they  contain  only  2 
persons. 

3.  The  heaviest  kind  of  carriages,  berlines,  landaus,  barouches, 
whether  closed  or  not,  but  having  a  front  seat  as  wide  as  the  back, 
4  horses. 

^  The  posting  regulations  allot  one  horse  to  each  person  in  a  car- 
riage ;  but  allow  the  traveller,  at  his  option,  and  provided  the  post- 
master agrees,  either  to  take  the  full  complement  of  horses,  at  the 
rate  of  40  sous  each,  or  to  take  2  or  3  at  40  sous,  and  to  jpay  for 
the  rest  at  30  sous,  without  taking  them.  Thus  a  part^  of  4  per- 
sons in  a  light  britzka  may  be  drawn  by  2  horses,  paying  80  sous 
each  for  a  third  and  fourth  horse,  which  they  are  liable  to  take,  or 
3  francs  extra  for  the  2  persons  above  the  number  of  horses,  thus 
compounding  with  the  postmasters  along  the  whole  line  of  road. 
Where  the  carriage  is  so  light  as  not  to  require  as  many  horses  as 
there  are  passengers,  it  is,  of  course,  a  saving  of  10  sous  a  myriam. 
for  each  horse,  to  dispense  with  them. 

The  limitation  of  the  number  of  horses  on  first  setting  out  on  a 
journey  is  of  importance,  because  you  are  obliged  to  take  on  from 
every  post  station  (except  in  the  case  of  supplemental  horses)  the 
same  number  of  horses  that  brought  you  to  the  relay. 

One  postillion  may  drive  4  horses,  *'aux  granaes  guides;**  — 
where  3  horses  are  reauired,  they  may  be  harnessed  one  in  front  of 
the  others,  or  a  Tarbalete.  Formerly,  in  France,  3  horses  required  to 
be  ;^oked  abreast ;  and  for  this  purpose,  shafts  must  be  put  to  the 
carriage ;  but  this  rule  is  not  now  enforced,  and  there  is  no  difficulty 
in  travelling  with  3  horses  and  a  pole,  as  in  Belgium  and  Germany. 

On  certain  hilly  stages  one  or  more  extra  horses  (cheval  de  sup- 
plement) are  required  to  be  attached  to  carriages,  and  at  the  entry 
into  and  departure  from  certain  lar^^e  towns  the  postmaster  is 
allowed  to  charge  for  a  number  of  kilometres  exceeding  the  real 
distance  of  the  stage,  called  *'  distances  de  fetveur  or  suppl^men- 
taires,"  formerly  "postes  royales."  For  example,  8  kilometres 
beyond  the  real  distance  are  charged  on  entering  and  ouittinff 
Paris.  These  privileges  are  defined  by  the  "Livre  de  Poste. 
Those  who  merely  pass  through  towns,  changing  horses  but  not 
stoppinff,  are  exempted  from  this  extra  charge. 

The  furnishing  of  post-horses  does  not,  as  in  England,  include 
a  post  chaise,  and  those  who  mean  topost  in  France  must  have  a 
carriage  of  their  own.  It  is  true  the  French  postmasters  are  obliged 
to  keep  a  cabriolet  or. small  caliche  for  hire,  but  it  is  usually  a 
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rickety  vehicle  boldiDg  only  2  persons,  and  no  more  baggage  than 
a  sac  de  nuit,  and  is  therefore  seldom  resorted  to.  The  charge  f<Hr 
it  is  the  same  as  for  a  single  horse,  t.  e.  40  sous  per  myriam. 

Postillions  are  not  allowed  to  pass  another  carriage  on  the  road, 
unless  the  one  in  advance  be  drawn  by  fewer  horses,  or  has  been 
stopped  by  some  accident.  Travellers  are  supplied  with  horses  in 
the  order  in  which  they  and  their  couriers  arrive ;  the  malle  postes 
and  government  estafettes  alone  having  a  right  of  precedence. 

A  register  is  kept  at  every  penthouse,  in  which  the  traveller  may 
enter  complaints  against  the  postmaster  or  his  servants  in  that  or 
the  neighbouring  relays.  These  resisters  are  inspected  at  stated 
times  by  proper  authorities,  and  the  charges  are  investigated.  . 

Carriages.  \ 

Duty  on  Carriages.  — English  travellers,  on  entering  France  by 
sea  with  a  carriage,  are  called  upon  to  deposit  one-third  of  an  ad 
valorem  duty  for  it ;  usually  1200  francs  for  a  barouche  or  chariot, 
and  2000  francs  for  a  landau  or  coach.  Travellers  should  be  aware 
of  this,  in  order  that  they  may  take  with  them  ready  money  to  meet 
this  charge.  A  receipt,  with  an  order  upon  the  Bureau  des  Douanes, 
is  ^ven  to  the  owner,  entitling  him  to  receive  back  Jths  of  this  one* 
third,  if  the  same  carriage  be  taken  out  of  France  within  3  years. 
This  order  describes  very  particularly  the  carriage,  and  on  present- 
ing it  at  the  frontier,  tne  mone^  deposited  is  repaid,  except  Uh 
(i.  e.  ^th  of  the  value  of  the  carriage),  which  is  all  the  duty  paid. 

Carriages  landed  in  France,  and  taken  out  of  the  country  within 
six  days^  are  exempted  from  the  duty  of  a  third  of  their  value, 
formerly  levied  on  all  carriages  without  exception.  This  re- 
mission of  duty,  however,  can  only  be  obtained  on  condition 
that  some  respectable  French  householder  will  guarantee  that  the 
carriage  shall  quit  France  within  the  six  days  specified.  The  land- 
lord of  the  inn  at  which  the  traveller  puts  up  in  Calais  will  effect 
this  arrang^ement  for  him :  but  as  he  subjects  himself  to  a  penalty 
of  a  very  lar^e  amount  in  case  the  above  condition  is  not  complied 
with,  he  requires  the  traveller  to  si^  an  undertaking  to  indemnify 
and  hold  him  harmless  in  case  of  failure.  An  order  to  procure  this 
remission  of  duty,  issued  by  the  French  custom-house,  and  called 
''  acquit  a  caution^*  costs  5  fr.,  and  must  be  delivered  up  on  passing 
the  French  frontier. 

Owing  to  the  inferiority  of  the  post,  chaises  in  France  (alluded 
to  above),  those  who  intend  to  travel  post  and  are  not  furnished 
with  a  carriage  of  their  own,  must  buy  or  hire  one.  I^wma^ 

A  travelling  carriage,  strong  and  tolerably  good-looking,  may  be 
hired  at  Calais,  or  Paris,  or  Boulogne,  from  one  of  the  innkeepers, 
for  850  or  400  fr.  (16/.)  for  two  months,  and  8  fr.  a  day  after  the 
expiration  of  that  time ;  the  owner  to  pay  for  all  necessary  repairs. 
Thus  the  expense  of  crossing  and  recrossing  the  Channel,  of  shipping 
and  unshipping,  is  spared. 
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The  hire  of  a  carriage  to  go  from  Calais  to  Paris  varies  from 
100  to  150  francs. 

Hired  Carriages^  Voilures  d  volonte. 

It  is  difficult  to  fix  a  fair  scale  of  prices  to  pay  for  the  hire  of  a 
carriage  and  horses  in  different  parts  of  France ;  the  best  guide  is 
to  calculate  it  at  one- half  or  two  thirds  the  posting  price  for  the  same 
distance,  exclusive  of  the  carriage. 

The  carriage  usually  to  be  met  with  for  hire  is  the  cabriolet,  a 
heavy,  lumbering  and 70/^tn^  vehicle :  the  charge  for  it  is  commonly 
8  or  9  fr.  a  day,  exclusive  of  a  small  fee  or  pourboire  to  the  driver. 
They  have  neither  the  neatness  nor  the  lightness  of  the  gigs  fur- 
nished at  a  country  inn  in  England,  but  are  necessarily  clumsily 
built  to  stand  the  terrible  cross  roads  of  France. 

In  out-of-the-way  places  often  no  other  vehicle  is  to  be  found  than 
a  patache,  a  rustic  cab,  verging  towards  the  taxed  cart,  without  its 
easy  motion.  He  who  rides  in  a  patache,  must  prepare  to  be  jolted 
to  pieces. 

f.  MALLE  POSTES, 

Equivalent  to  the  English  mail  coaches,  and  kept  up  at  the  expense 
of  government,  travel  along  the  following  great  roads  of  France  to 
carry  the  mail,  and  are  allowed  to  take  2  or  3  passengers. 

First  Section— from  Paris 

to  Calais   - 
Lille     - 

Valenciennes  (no  passenger)  - 
Sedan 
Forbach 
Strasbourg 
Besan9on 
Lyons 

The  above  1 5  malle  postes  start  from  Paris  every  evening  at  6 
p.  m.,  and  arrive  there  between  4  and  6  a.  m.  The  following  12 
set  out  from  the  places  where  those  of  the  1st  section  stop,  or  from 
intermediate  places. 

Second  Section. 
Hours. 


Hours. 
-      18 

to  Moulins 

m 

Hours. 
-     23 

-  18 

-  13 

Limoges 
Bordeaux 

- 

-  28 

-  37 

-     20 

Nantes 

. 

-     28 

-     28 

Brest 

«■ 

-     44 

-  36 

-  33 

Cherbourg 
Havre 

- 

-  24 

-  13 

.     34 

Bordeaux  to  Bayonne 

. 

-  18 

Kantes 

. 

-  25 

Toulouse 

. 

-   16 

Limoges  to  Pau 

- 

-  28 

Toulouse 

. 

-  25 

Lyons  to  Avignon  (No 
passengers  taken)    15 


Limoges  to  Strasbourg 
Moulins  to  Clermont 
Marseilles 
Toulouse  to  Bayonne 
Marseilles 

Troyes  to  Mulliausen 
Clermont  to  Montpellier 


Hours. 

-  36 

-  8 

-  43 

-  21 

-  36 

-  24 

-  (?) 


The  mails  of  the  1st  section  contain  two  or  more  places;  and  those 
of  the  2d  one,  except  those  from  Paris  to  Valenciennes,  and  from 
Lyons  to  Avignon,  which  take  no  passengers. 
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The  inside  passengers,  it  must  be  confessed,  have  not  very  much 
room,  and  he  that  sits  by  the  side  of  the  conductor  in  the  cabriolet 
is  liable  to  be  annoyed  at  every  post  town  by  his  companion's  horn, 
in  his  efforts  to  rouse  the  postmasters,  and  by  his  bustle  in  the 
delivery  and  receipt  of  the  letter  bags. 

The  mails  consist  of  a  stoutly-built  barouche  which  holds  com- 
fortably inside  2  or  3  passengers ;  painted  of  a  light  red  colour, 
drawn  by  4  horses  with  tolerable  harness,  with  a  seat  in  front  for 
the  postillion,  and  one  behind  for  the  conductor.  Their  rate  <^ 
travelling  exceeds  that  of  the  diligence  on  almost  all  the  roads, 
equalling  at  least  9  or  10  £ng.  m.  an  hour,  sometimes  12  m. 

The  price  of  places  is  nearly  double  that  of  the  diligence,  being 
1  fr.  75  cent,  per  myriam.  a  to  nearly  9</.  a  mile,  the  outside  fare 
on  an  English  mail. 

The  malle  postes  are  very  much  resorted  to,  especially  from  Paris ; 
and  as  they  take  so  few  passengers,  the  only  chance  of  obtaining  a 
place,  generally  speaking,  is  to  secure  it  some  days  before  hand. 
Places  are  taken  at  the  post  offices  in  Paris  and  in  the  provincial 
towns  where  the  malle  poste  passes.  The  passport  must  be  shown 
if  required  before  the  name  can  be  entered,  and  half  the  fair  must 
be  paid  at  once,  the  remainder  before  starting. 

Baggage  of  passengers  is  restricted  in  weight  to  25  kilogram,  or 
55  lbs. ;  all  above  that  weight  must  be  paid  for.  No  portmanteau, 
or  sac  de  nuit,  of  dimensions  exceeding  the  following  measurement 
can  be  admitted  into  a  malle  poste. 

In  length         -    O^,  70  decim.  s  26  pouccs  »  27  English  inches, 
breadth      -     0™,  40  «   14  =15 

height         -     0"»,  35  «   13  =13 

There  is  room,  however,  for  a  writing-case  or  hat-box  inside. 
These  regulations  are  strictly  enforced,  so  that  it  is  vain  for  those 
who  travel  with  much  baggage  to  think  of  availing  themselves  of 
the  malle  poste. 

The  stoppages  on  the  road  are  very  short,  only  to  change  horses 
which  does  not  occupy  5  minutes,  and  to  take  in  the  bags,  and  once 
only  for  about  half  an  hour  for  dinner.    It  is  therefore  advisable  to 
take  a  small  store  of  cold  provisions  on  a  long  journey,  especially 
between  Paris  and  Marseilles,  and  Bordeaux. 

The  fare  Includes  all  charges ;  nothing  is  to  be  given  to  the  pos- 
tillions :  the  conductor  generally  receives  a  small  douceur,  varying 
from  5  to  10  fr.  according  to  the  length  of  the  journey,  at  the  good 
will  of  the  passenger. 

Places  cannot  be  secured  except  for  three  fourths  of  the  entire  dis- 
tance which  the  mail  travels ;  nor  are  passengers  taken  for  short  dis- 
tances unless  they  are  without  baggage. 

g,  DILIGENCES. 

The  French  stage  coach  or  diligence  is  a  huge,  heavy,  lofty, 
lumbering  machine,  something  between  an  English  stage  and  a 
France.  a 
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broad«>wheeIed  waggon.  It  is  oomposed  of  3  parts  or  bodies  joined 
together :  1.  the  front  division  called,  Coupee,  shaped  like  a  chariot  or 
post  chaise,  holding  3  persons,  quite  distinct  from  the  rest  of  the 
passengers,  so  that  ladies  may  resort  to  it  without  inconvenience, 
and  by  securing  all  3  places  to  themselves,  travel  nearly  as  comfort* 
ably  as  in  a  private  carriage.  The  fare  is  more  expensive  than  in 
the  other  part  of  the  yehicle. 

2.  Next  to  it  comes  the  Inierieur,  or  inside,  holding  6  persons, 
and  oppressively  warm  in  summer. 

3.  Behind  this  is  attached  the  Rotonde,  '*  the  receptacle  of  dust, 
dirt,  and  bad  company,"  the  least  desirable  part  of  the  diligence,  and' 
the  cheapest  except 

The  Banquette^  or  Imp6riale,  an  outside  seat  on  the  roof  of  the 
coup6,  tolerably  well  protected  from  rain  and  cold  by  a  hood  or 
head,  and  leather  apron,  but  somewhat  difficult  of  access  until  you 
are  accustomed  to  climb  up  into  it.  It  affords  a  comfortable  and . 
roomy  seat  by  the  side  of  the  conductor,  with  the  advantages  of 
fresh  air  and  the  best  view  of  the  country  from  its  g^eat  elevation, 
and  greater  freedom  from  the  dust  than  those  enjoy  who  sit  below. 
It  is  true  you  may  sometimes  meet  rough  and  low-bred  com- 
panions, for  the  French  do  not  like  to  travel  outside ;  and  few  per- 
sons of  the  better  class  resort  to  it,  except  English,  and  they  for 
the  most  part  prefer  it  to  all  others.  It  is  not  suited  to  females, 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  clambering  up  to  it.  The  diligence  is 
more  roomy  and  easy,  and  therefore  less  fatiguing,  than  an  English 
stage ;  but  the  pace  is  slow,  rarely  exceeding  6  or  7  m.  an  hour,  and 
in  bad  weather,  when  roads  are  heavy,  falling  below  that.  Never- 
theless, the  diligences  have  undergone  considerable  improvement 
within  the  last  15  or 20  years ;  the  horses  are  changed  more  rapidly; 
strips  of  hide  have  taken  the  place  of  rope  harness;  and,  on  one  or 
two  lines  of  road,  the  rate  of  travelling  is  accelerated  to  8,  or  even 
10  m.  an  hour. 

The  coach  and  its  contents  are  placed  in  charge  of  the  Conducteur^ 
a  sort  of  guard  who  takes  care  of  the  passengers,  the  luggage,  the 
way  bill,  and  the  m^chanique,  or  leverage,  by  which  the  wheel  is 
locked.  He  is  paid  by  the  administration,  and  expects  nothing 
from  the  passengers,  unless  he  obliges  them  by  some  extra  service. 
He  is  generally  an  intelligent  person,  often  an  old  soldier,  and  the 
traveller  may  pick  up  some  iniormation  from  him.  * 

The  large  1st  class,  three-bodied,  diligences  carry  15  passengers 
inside,  and  4  out,  including  the  conductor,  and  weigh  vtmvk  loaded 
1 1,000  lbs.,  about  5  tons.  They  are  drawn  by  5  or  6  horses,  driven  by 
a  post-boy  from  the  box,  instead  of  the  saddle,  as  was  formerly  the 
case.  Besides  passengers,  the  diligence  carries  a  great  deal  of  heavy 
merchandize,  such  as  in  England  would  be  sent  by  the  waggon  or 
canal  boat. 

The  places  in  the  diligence  are  all  numbered,  and  are  ^iven  out 
to  passengers  in  the  order  in  which  they  book  themselves,  the  comer 
seats  first ;  and  it  comports  very  much  with  the  traveller's  comfort 
to  secure  one  of  them,  especially  in  long  journeys.    Before  starting, 
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the  passengers'  names  are  called  over,  and  to  each  is  assigned  his 
proper  place.  The  average  rate  of  the  fares  may  be  calculated  at 
45  or  50  centimes  for  2  leagues,  equivalent  to  1^.  a  mile  English, 
except  for  the  coup6,  which  is  somewhat  higher. 

Two  great  companies,  whose^head- quarters  are  at  Paris,  the  Mes- 
sageries  Boyales,  and  Messageries  G4ii6raleB  (Laffitte,  CaiUard 
et  Comp^Ot  furnish  diligences  on  all  the  great  roads  from  the 
capital,  and  correspond  with  provincial  companies  who  "  coach  "  the 
more  distant  and  cross  roads,  so  that  there  is  no  want  of  means 
of  conveyance  in  any  part  of  Prance  between  places  of  moderate 
consequence.  In  many  cases,  however,  the  "  turn-out  "  from  pro- 
vincial towns  is  of  the  worst  kind,  and  the  organisation  is  through- 
out inferior  to  the  stage-coaching  of  England. 

The  two  chief  messageries  are  equally  good,  and,  generally 
speaking,  superior  to  any  of  the  minor  companies ;  indeed,  they 
manage  to  keep  down  their  rivals,  probably  by  a  mutual  understandf- 
ing  with  each  other. 

During  the  month  of  August ^  the  diligences  on  all  the  great  roads 
are  thronged  with  school-boys,  and  collegians,  with  their  parents 
and  masters,  in  consequence  of  the  breaking  up  of  the  establish- 
ments of  education  in  Paris,  all  hurrying  home  at  once  into  the 
provinces.  It  not  unfrequently  happens  that,  for  a  fortnight  together, 
every  place  is  taken.  The  vacations  at  the  public  offices  occur 
about  the  same  time,  and  contribute  largely  to  swell  the  crowd  of 
travellers  in  August. 

k.   RAJXBOADS. 

France  has  allowed  herself  to  be  outstripped  by  her  neighbour?, 
not  only  by  England,  but  also  by  Belgium,  Prussia  and  Austria,  in 
these  means  of  extending  national  resources  and  civilisation,  which 
the  country  more  especially  stands  in  need  of.  She  has,  however, 
for  the  present,  laid  out  her  money  in  fortifications,  and  has  none 
to  spare  for  lines  of  communication.  This,  however,  is  not  the  sole 
reason :  it  lies  in  the  want  of  confidence  between  man  and  man, 
and  in  the  absence  of  the  spirit  of  association,  by  means  of  which  a  J 

great  public  works  are  executed  in  England  by  private  enterprise, 
ut  which  does  not  exist  In  France.    The  only  railroads  as  yet  com- 
pleted in  France,  are, 

.  Eng.  M  fl«s. 

Fans  to  Versailles  (right  bank)  .  .  -     14 

(left  bank)  -  -  -  -     11^ 

Corbeil  -  -  -  .  -     19 

(Pontd'Asnidres)  St.  Gennains  -  •       9(?) 

Orleans  -  -  .  .  -     75 

Rouen  -  -  .  .  -     84 

Strasburg  to  Basle  -  -  .  -  -90 

Lyons  to  St.  Etienne     -  -  .  .  -35 

St  Etienne  to  Roanne  (tramway)  -  -  .40 

Kismes  to  Alais  and  Beaucaire  -  -  -  -    59 

a  2 
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NIsmes  to  Montpelller  and  Cette  .  -  « 

Bordeaux  to  La  Teste         -  -  -  - 

LIKES    IN   PBOGRESS. 

Miles. 
Paris  to  the  Belgian  frontier,  to  be  opened  iu  part  in  1844 
Paris  to  Havre      ------ 

Orleans  to  Tours   ...... 

In  1842  the  French  chambers  passed  a  law  laying  down  the  fol- 
lowing lines  of  railway,  ramifying  in  different  directions  through 
France ;  but  it  will  probably  be  some  years  before  they  make  any 
appearance,  except  upon  paper. 

Paris  to  Belgium,  by  Amiens,  Lille,  Valenciennes,  and  to  the 
Channel  opposite  England,  in  progress. 

Paris  to  Uie  German  frontier,  by  Nancy,  Strasburg,  —  Strasburg 
to  Hommarting  in  progress. 

Paris  to  the  Mediterranean,  by  Lyons  and  Marseilles,  Cette,  be- 
tween Dijon  and  Chalons,  in  progress  (common  to  Mediterranean 
and  Rhine  line),  also  between  Avignon  and  Marseilles. 

Paris  to  the  Spanish  frontier,  by  Tours,  Angouleme,  Poitiers, 
Bordeaux,  Bayonne,  between  Orleans  and  Tours  in  progress. 

Paris  to  the  Atlantic,  by  Tours  and  Nantes. 

Paris  to  the  centre  of  France,  by  Bourges,  Nevers,  and  Clermont. 
(From  Orleans  to  Vierzon,  to  be  begun  1843.) 

Mediterranean  to  the  Rhine,  by  Lyons,  Dijon,  and  Mulhausen. 


t.    STEAM-BOATS. 

The  use  of  steam  is  now  very  general  in  France,  all  the  great 
rivers  being  traversed  by  steamers. 

Inland  Steam  Navigation, 

The  Seine,  from  Havre  to  St.  Germains,  from  Paris  to  Fontain- 
bleau,  and  Montereau. 

The  Oise,  to  Compiegne. 

The  Loire,  from  Nantes  to  Orleans  and  Gieu. 

The  Aulne,  Brest,  to  Chateaulin. 

The  Charente,  Rochefort,  to  Saintes  and  Angouleme. 

The  Garonne,  Bordeaux,  to  Agen. 

The  Gironde,  Bordeaux,  to  the  sea. 

The  Rhone,  from  Aries  to  Lyons  and  Seyssel,  and  between  Aries 
and  Marseilles  by  merchant  steamers. 

The  Saone,  from  Lyons  to  Chalons. 

The  Moselle,  from  Treves  to  Thionville. 

The  Rhine,  from  Strasburg  to  Bale. 

In  almost  all  cases  the  engineers  employed  on  these  vessels  are 
Englishmen,  and  the  French  do  not  seem  to  have  aptitude  for  this 
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duty.  The  rivers  of  France,  however,  are  more  liable  than  those 
of  Britain  to  rise  and  fall,  and  a  sudden  elevation  caused  by  rains, 
or  a  want  of  water  owing  to  drought,  has  equally  the  effect  of  ar- 
resting the  navigation ;  the  last  by  withdrawing  the  necessary  depth 
of  water,  the  first  by  filling  the  arches  of  the  bridges  so  as  to  leave 
no  room  for  the  steamers  to  pass  under  them. 

There  are  also  a  great  number  of  coasting  steamers ;  but  the  tra- 
veller should  be  cautious  in  trusting  himself  to  them,  unless  the 
character  of  the  captains  and  engineers  be  well  ascertained  to  be  of 
tried  experience,  as  accidents  not  unfrequently  happen,  and  even 
the  French  themselves  do  not  place  unlimited  confidence  in  coasting 
steamers. 

k.   INNS TABLES-d'hOTE,  ETC. 

On  the  whole,  the  inns  of  France  are  very  inferior  to  those 
of  Germany  and  Switzerland,  in  the  want  of  general  comfort, 
and  above  all  of  cleanliness — their  greatest  drawback.  There  is 
an  exception  to  this,  however,  in  the  bed  and  table  linen.  Even 
the  filthy  cabaret,  whose  kitchen  and  salon  are  scarcely  endurable 
to  look  at,  commonly  affords  napkins  and  table-cloths  of  the 
purest  white,  though  coarse,  and  beds  with  unsullied  sheets  and 
white  draperies,  together  with  well-stuffed  mattresses  and  pillows, 
which  put  German  cribs  and  feather-beds  to  shame.  Many  of 
the  most  important  essentials^  on  the  other  hand,  are  utterly  dis- 
regarded, and  evince  a  state  of  grpssness  and  barbarism  hardly 
to  be  expected  in  a  civilised  country ;  the  provisions  for  personal 
ablution  are  very  defective,  the  washing  of  floors,  whether  of  timber 
or  tile,  seems  unknown.  In  the  better  hotels,  indeed,  the  floors  are 
polished  as  tables  are  in  England,  with  brushes  attached  to  the  feet 
instead  of  hands  ;  but  in  most  cases  they  are  black  with  the  accu- 
mulated filth  of  years,  a  little  water  being  sprinkled  on  them  from 
time  to  time  to  lay  the  dust  and  increase  the  dark  crust  of  dirt. 

French  inns  may  be  divided  into  two  classes ;  a.  Those  which 
make  some  pretension  to  study  English  tastes  and  habits  (and 
many  of  them  have  some  claim  to  be  considered  comfortable),  and, 
being  frequented  by  Englishmen,  are  very  exorbitant  in  their 
charges.  Such  are  met  with  along  the  great  roads  to  Paris,  and 
thence  to  Geneva,  Lyons,  and  Marseilles,  d.  Those  in  remote  situ- 
ations, not  yet  spoiled  by  the  English  and  their  couriers,  where  the 
traveller  who  can  conform  with  the  customs  of  the  country  is 
treated  fairly,  and  charged  no  higher  than  a  Frenchman.  The  ex- 
pense of  living  in  these  country  inns  is  moderate,  6  francs  a-day 
Doard  andlodgmg,  and  10  sous  to  the  servants. 

In  one  respect  the  inns  of  France  are  more  accommodating 
than  those  of  Germany,  that  they  will  furnish  at  almost  any  hour 
of  the  day,  at  10  minutes,  or  J  hour's  notice,  a  well  dressed  dinner  of 
8  or  10  dishes  at  a  cost  not  greatly  exceeding  that  of  the  table- 
d*h6te.  When  ordering  dinner  in  private,  the  traveller  should 
specify  the  price  at  which  he  chooses  to  be  served,  fixing  the  sum 
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-ai  3,  5,  or  more  francs,  as  be  may  please.  In  remote  places  and  small 
inns,  never  order  dinner  at  a  higher  price  than  3  francs :  the  people 
have  only  the  same  food  to  present,  even  if  they  charged  10  francs. 
A  capital  dinner  is  usually  furnished  at  4  fr.  a  head ;  but  the  tra« 
yeller  who  goes  post  in  his  own  carriage  will  probably  be  charged  0, 
unless  he  specines  the  price  beforehand.  The  usual  charge  for  a 
table-d*h6te  dinner  is  3  fr.  (including  wine  in  a  wine  country,  but 
not  in  the  north),  and  ought  never  to  exceed  that  except  in  Urge 
towns  and  first-rate  inns. 

Bargaining  for  rooms  before  you  enter  an  inn,  though  usuali 

-sometimes  leads  the  landlord  to  suppose  that  yon  are  going  to  beat 

iiim  down  (marchander),  and  he  may  therefore  name  a  higher  price 

than  he  is  willing  to  take,  and  thus  you  may  cause  the  exorbitance 

which  you  intend  to  prevent. 

TabUs'd  Hdte^  though  very  general  throughout  France,  are  rarely 
resorted  to  l>y  the  most  respectable  townspeople,  or  b}^  ladies,  as  la 
Germany.  The  minority  of  the  company  almost  invariably  consists 
of  **  comrais  voyageurs,*'  Anglice  bagmen,  bnt  of  a  stamp  very  in- 
ferior to  those  of  the  same  class  in  England,  who  swarm  in  all  the 
inns,  and  are  consequently  the  most  important  personages.  Without 
denying  that  there  are  exceptions  among  these  gentry,  it  is  impos* 
sible  to  have  sojourned  in  France  for  any  time  without  the  con- 
viction that  a  more  selfish,  depraved,  and  vulgar  if  not  brutal  set 
does  not  exist,  and  gentlemen  will  take  good  care  not  to  encourage 
their  approaches,  and  to  keep  at  a  distance  from  them.  They  com«> 
tnonly  sit  down  to  table  with  their  hats  on,  scramble  for  the  dishes, 
«o  that  the  stranger  who  is  not  on  the  alert  is  likely  to  fare  very 
ill,  and  if  females  be  present  not  only  do  not  pay  them  that  atten<p 
tion  which  is  customary  in  all  civilised  countries  at  a  dinner-table^ 
and  used  at  one  time  especially  to  distinguish  the  French,  but,  as 
Mrs.  Trollope  remarks,  constantly  **use  language  which  no  Eng- 
lishman would  dream  of  uttering  in  their  presence,*^  evincing  an 
utter  want  of  all  sense  of  propriety  and  decency.  English  ladies 
therefore  will  be  cautious  of  presenting  themselves  at  a  French 
table-d*h6te,  except  in  first-rate  hotels,  where  English  guests  form 
a  considerable  part  of  the  company,  and  at  the  well-frequented 
watering-places.  Even  at  Bagneres  de  Bigorre,  Lady  Chatterton 
relates,  *'  We  laughed  a  good  deal  at  a  scene  we  witnessed  at  the 
table-d*h6te  yesterday,  where  a  Frenchman,  after  helping  himself 
to  all  the  best  pieces  of  the  roast  fowl,  turned  to  the  lady  next  him 
and  said,  with  a  most  insinuating  smile,  *  Madame  ne  mange  pas 
de  volaille.' " 

There  are  no  established  fees  for  the  servants  at  inns ;  ^  a  franc 
a-day  '*nour  la  service,**  and  something  extra  (5  or  6  sous)  for 
boots,  **  le  decrotteur,*'  is  enough.  At  Meurice*s  hotel  in  Paris,  the 
house  charge  for  servants  is  only  1  franc  a*day. 

Average  Charges  at  French  Provincial  Hotels, 
Bedroom,  1  fr,  50  c.  to  2fr.  50  c. 
Salon,  3  fr.  and  upwards. 


/.  CAFift.  zxxi 

.    Breftk&rt  tea  and  coffee,  with  bread  and  butter,  1  fr.  60  c. ;  with 
meat,  2  fr. 

Dinner,  table-d*h6te,  dfr.  —  Apart,  4fr.  to  5  fr.  or  upwards^ 
•    Bottle  of  vin  ordinaire,  1  fr.  —  N.  B.  Included  in  the  charge  for 
dinner  in  wine-growing  countries. 

Hie  better  wines  are  sold  in  demi-bonteilles.  When  only  a  part 
of  the  bottle  is  consumed,  the  waiter  puts  it  aside  for  the  owner 
antii  another  time. 

Coffee,  1  fr.  It  is  better  to  take  it  at  a  cafe,  where  it  is  always 
better,  and  costs  only  8  or  10  sous. 

Bougies  (wax  lights),  1  fr.;  where  this  charge  is  made,  that  for  the 
bedroom  ought  not  to  exceed  1  fr.  50  c. 

/.  cafIs. 

We  have  no  equivalent  in  England  for  the  Caf^s  in  France,  and 
the  number  and  splendour  of  some  of  these  establishments,  every 
where  seemingly  out  of  proportion  to  the  population  and  to  other 
shops,  not  only  ra  Paris,  but  in  every  provincial  town,-  may  well  ex* 
cite  surprise.  They  are  adapted  to  all  classes  of  society,  from  the 
magnificent  ^a/on,  resplendent  with  looking-glass,  and  gfittering 
with  gilding,  the  decorations  of  which  have  perhaps  cost  4000/.  or 
5000/.,  down  to  the  low  and  confined  estamineU,  resorted  to  bv 
carters,  porters,  and  common  labourers,  which  abound  in  the  bad 
streets  of  every  town,  and  in  every  village,  however  small  and  re- 
6iote.  The  latter  sort  occupy  the  place  of  the  beer-shops  of  Eng- 
land, Airnish  beer  and  brandy,  as  well  as  coffee,  and  though  not 
eo  injurious  to  health  and  morals  as  the  gin-palaces  of  London,  are 
even  more  destructive  of  time :  indeed,  the  dissipation  of  precious 
hours  bv  almost  all  classes  in  France  produces  as  bad  an  effect  on 
the  habits  of  the  people. 

It  is  only  to  the  superior  class  of  caf6s  that  an  English  traveller  is 
likely  to  resort,  and  they  furnish  some  agreeable  resources  to  a 
stranger  in  a  strange  place.  In  the  morning  he  may  there  obtain  a 
breakfast  of  coffee  or  tea  better  and  cheaper  than  in  an  hotel,  and 
far  better  than  he  can  procure  it  in  England  ;  in  the  afternoon,  a 
demi-tasse  of  coffee  well  prepared,  and  a  petit  verre  of  liqueur ;  and 
in  the  evening,  in  summer,  excellent  ices,  sorbettes,  orgeats,  limo- 
nade,  and  other  cool  drinks,  and  in  winter  a  very  tolerable  potation 
<»lled  "  pouch,"  but  differing  from  its  English  prototype.  They  are 
lalways  supplied  with  the  journals  of  Paris,  and  the  provinces,  inclu- 
ding Galignani*s  Messenger,  in  the  principal  cities,  and  have  usually 
billiard  tables  attached  to  them. 

In  the  evening  they  are  most  crowded,  and  even  in  the  most 
respectable  (except  the  first-rate  Parisian  cafes),  the  company  is 
very  mixed.  Clerks,  tradesmen,  commis  voyageurs,  soldiers,  oflicers 
as  well  as  privates,  and  men  in  blouzes,  crowded  about  a  multitude 
of  little  marble  tables,  wrangle  over  provincial  or  national  politics,  or 
over  games  of  cards  or  dominoes,  while  others  perspiring  in  their 
ahirt  sleeves  surround  the  billiard  table.    The  rattling  of  balls,  the 
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cries  of  waiters  hurrying  to  and  fro,  the  gingltng  of  dominoes, 
and  tinkling  bell  of  the  mistress  who  presides  at  the  bar,  alone 
prevail  over  the  harsh  din  of  many  voices,  while  the  splendour  of 
mirrored  walls  and  velvet  seats  is  eclipsed  behind  a  cloud  of  un> 
fragrant  tobacco  smoke  —  such  is  the  picture  of  a  French  caf^  I 

A  large  cup  of  cofPee  (cafe  au  lait),  with  bread  and  butter,  and  an 
egg  for  breakfast,  costs  about  20  or  24  sous.  A  demi-tasse,  or  small 
cup  in  the  afternoon,  8  or  10  sous ;  a  petit  verre  de  cognac,  5  sous. 
The  waiter  usually  receives  2  sous. 

7/1.  A  traveller's  GENERAL  VIEW  OF  FRANCE. 

It  has  been  the  custom  of  the  English,  who  traverse  France  on 
their  way  to  Italy  or  Switzerland,  to  complain  of  the  tiresome  and 
Xiionotonous  features  of  the  country,  and  to  ridicule  the  epithet 
'*  La  Belle  France,*'  which  the  French,  who,  it  must  be  confessed, 
have  in  general  no  true  feeling  for  the  beauties  of  nature,  are  wont 
to  apply  to  it.  By  a  **  beautiful"  country,  a  Frenchman  generally 
understands  one  richly  fertile  and  fully  cultivated  ;  and  in  this 
point  of  view  the  epithet  is  justly  applied  to  France.  It  is  also 
most  fortunate  in  its  climate.  Many  of  its  vineyards,  the  most 
valuable  spots  in  the  country,  occupy  tracks  of  poor,  barren  and 
waste  land,  which  in  our  climate  would  be  absolutely  unprofitable. 
But  in  truth  our  countrymen  are  unjust  in  forming  their  opinion 
from  the  routes  between  Calais  and  Paris,  and  thence  to  Lyons, 
Strasburg,  and  Dijon,  perhaps  the  least  varied  part  of  the  kingdom, 
and  at  least  no  fair  sample  of  its  beauties.  To  this  district,  and  to  a 
large  part  of  the  province  of  Champagne,  the  descriptions  of  ^'  wea- 
risome expanse  of  tillage,  unvaried  by  hill  or  dale,  and  extent  of 
corn  land  or  pasture,  without  enclosures,  supremely  tiresome,"  are 
almost  exclusively  applicable.  Throughout  nearly  one  half  of 
France,  especially  in  Lower  Normandy,  Brittany,  a  great  part  of 
the  country  S.  of  the  Loire,  the  vicinity  of  the  Pyrenees,  Limousin, 
Auvergue  and  Dauphine,  enclosures  and  hedge-rows  are  almost  as 
common  as  in  England,  and  the  variety  of  surface  in  some  of  these 
districts  is  far  greater.  Our  own  island,  indeed,  presents  as  it 
were  a  miniature  of  other  lands,  a  concentration,  within  a  small  area, 
of  scenery,  varying  from  flat  fen,  and  rolling  down,  to  mountains 
and  precipices.  In  France,  the  features  of  nature  are  broad  and 
expanded,  and  you  must  often  travei*se  50  or  100  miles  to  encounter 
those  pleasing  changes  which,  in  Britain,  succeed  one  another  almost 
every  10  miles.  If  the  English  had  confined  themselves  less  to  the 
beaten  track  in  their  way  from  the  Channel  to  the  Mediterranean, 
they  would  have  verified  the  truth  of  this  assertion. 

More  than  50  years  ago,  Arthur  Young  advised  those  **  who  know 
no  more  of  France  than  just  once  passing  through  it  to  Italy,  that,  if 
they  would  see  some  of  the  finest  parts  of  the  kingdom,  they  should 
land  at  Havre  —  follow  the  Seine  up  to  Paris,  then  take  the  great 
road  to  Moulins,  and  there  quit  it  for  Auvergne,  and  so  to_the 
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Rhone  at  Valence  or  Viviers,  such  a  variation  from  the  common 
road,  though  it  demand  more  time,  would  repay  them  hy  the  si^ht 
of  a  much  finer  and  more  singular  country  than  the  road  bv Dijon." 
The  traveller  may  at  present  farther  vary  his  route  by  going  from 
Paris  by  railway  to  Orleans,  and  thence  by  Bourges  to  Clermont  in 
Auvergne. 

The  districts  of  France  which  chiefly  recommend  themselves  by 
their  beauty  and  variety  of  scenery  are,  in  the  north,  Normandy, 
the  banks  of  the  Seine  — ^the  finest  of  the  great  rivers  of  France, 
the  valleys  round  Vire,  Mortain,  and  Avranches,  the  wild  coast 
scenery  of  Brittany,  and  the  course  of  the  Ranee,  and  of  other  streams 
near  Quimper ;  in  the  centre,  the  Loire  below  Tours,  and  parts 
of  Limousin ;  Auvergne,  the  Cantal  and  Ard^he,  the  Rhone,  by 
some  pn^erred  to  the  Rhine,  on  account  of  its  more  extended  pros- 

S^ets ;  in  the  east,  the  hills  of  the  Jura,  the  mountiiins  and  valleys  of 
auphine,  especially  the  vale  of  the  Gresivaudan,  the  gorges  of  the 
Grande  Chartreuse,  and  the  savage  magnificence  of  peak  and 
glacier  around  the  Mont  Pelvoux,  a  region  which  may  be  styled 
the  Chamouni  or  Grindelwald  of  France.  Among  the  Yosges  and 
Ardennes-  are  many  soberly  romantic  scenes  which  have  as  yet 
attracted  but  little  notice  from  travellers  ;  in  the  sooth,  Provence, 
with  its  suniiv  sky,  is  too  arid  to  deserve  general  praise,  excepting 
that  favoured  terrace  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps  along  the  shore  of 
the  Mediterranean,  intervening  between  Toulon  and  Nice.  The 
Pyrenees,  however,  without  doubt,  include  the  finest  scenery  in 
France,  and,  except  in  the  want  of  lakes,  are  scarcely  inferior  to 
the  Alps  of  Switzerland  and  Savoy. 

This  slight  enumeration  of  the  chief  points  of  interest  is  filled 
up  in  ampler  details  in  the  introductions  to  the  difierent  sections 
into  whidi  this  Hand-book  is  divided,  with  the  view  of  enabling  the 
traveller  to  lay  down  for  himself  the  plan  of  a  tour,  embracing  as 
many  of  these  points  as  bis  time  or  inclination  will  permit. 

"  firetagne,  Maine,  and  Anjou  have  the  appearance  of  deserts. 
The  fertile  territories  of  Flanders,  Artois,  and  Alsace  are  distin- 
guished bv  their  utility^  Picardy  is  uninteresting.  Champagne, 
in  general,  where  I  saw  it,  ugly,  almost  as  much  so  as  Poitou. 
Lorraine,  Franche  Comt^,  and  Bourgogne  are  sombre  in  the  wooded 
distiacts,.  and  want  cheerfulness  in  the  open  ones.  Berry  and  La 
Marche  may  be  ranked  in  the  same  class." —  Arthur  Young . 

On  the  other  hand,  these  districts,  which  are  not  interesting  in 
point  o£  flcener^r,  have  a  compensating  recommendation  in  their  ar- 
chitectural remains,  and  relics  of  antiquity.  The  heaths  of  Brittany 
are  studded  with  extraordinary  Celtic  remains,  and  abound  in  most 
beautiful  churches.  Out  of  the  midst  of  the  monotonous  plain  of 
La  Beauce  rises  the  wondrous  fabric  of  Chartres  cathedral ;  that  of 
Bourges  (colossal  pile)  overlooks  the  dull  plain  of  Berri,  as  the  spire 
of  Strasburg  surmounts  the  flat  valley  of  the  Rhine.  Rheims,  Troyes, 
Laon,  &c.  give  an  interest  to  the  otherwise  tiresome  journey  through 
Champagne ;  the  sight  of  Amiens,  Beauvais,  and  Abbeville,  make  one 
forget  the  length  of  the  way  through  Picardy  and  Artois  ;  and  the 
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Roman  remains  of  JSfismts,  Aries,  8t  Remy,  Oraoge,  and  Antibe^ 
equal  to  almost  any  in  Italy,  would  alone  compensate  for  a  journey 
to  Provence,  even  had  it  no  other  claims  to  interest.  France,  how-* 
ever,  is  particularly  rich  in  architecturai  remains,  especially  in 
Gothic  architecture*,  of  which  it  possesses  seme  of  the  noblest  spe« 
cimens  existing, viz.  the  cathedrals  above  enumerated;  to  which  most 
be  added  those  of  Metz,  and  3  churches  at  Rouen. 
.  These  elorious  monuments  of  architectural  skill  and  lavish  devo- 
tion, are  far  more  stupendous  in  their  proportions  than  the  eathedrids 
of  England,  but  have  this  peculiarity,  that  scarcely  one  of  them  is 
finbhed:  thus,  Beauvais  has  no  nave,  Amiens  is  incomplete  tn  its 
towers,  Abbeville  has  no  choir,  St.  Ouen  no  front.  It  has  been  said 
that  a  perfect  cathedral  might  be  made  of  the  portal  of  Rheims,  the 
nave  of  Amiens,  the  choir  of  Beauvais,  and  the  tower  of  Chartres.  * 

The  rose  or  wheel  windows  are  both  more  frequent  and  of  larger 
dimensions  than  in  English  cathedrals,  and  contribute  greatly  to'tlie 
heautv  of  those  of  France,  where  it  is  not  unconunon  to  find  three  ud 
one  church.  The  quantity,  variety,  and  richness  of  thejMim/ed^2cu« 
which  the  ecclesiastical  edifices  still  retain,  in  spite  of  Huguenot  Ico- 
noclasts and  Revolutionary  destructives,  is  quite  marvellous :  we 
have  nothing  to  compare  with  it  in  England* 

The  diurches  in  the  N.  of  France  are  closed  from  12  to  6,  except 
the  cathedrals,  which  re-open  at  4.  In  the  S.  they  remain  open  all 
day.  The  choir,  its  aisles  and  side  chapels,  are  usually  dosed  by 
an  iron  gratine,  and  to  obtain  admittance  one  must  apply  to  the 
Miisse,  or  beadle,  who  struts  about  in  cocked  hat,  sword,^  and  laced 
livery. 

The  finest  provincial  cities  «re,  Lyons,  Rouen,  Bordeaux,  Mar- 
seilles, and  Nantes,  all  more  or  less  diriinguished  for  commerce 
manufactures,  and  fine  edifices.  The  minor  provincial  towns  have  a 
certain  number  of  features  in  common  which  will  not  fail  to  draw  the 
traveller's  observation :  such  are  the  formal  walk  near  the  entrance 
or  on  the  outskirts,  often  a  mere  platform,  planted  with  rows  of 
stunted  trees,  and  the  resort  of  nursery  maids,  washerwomen,  and 
recruits  undergoing  drill,  except  on  Sundays  or  f&te  days,  when  the 
dust^  and  gritty  platform  is  crowded  with  a  gay  throng,  to  whom 
the  sight  of  bright  ribbons,  shawls  and  new  bonnets,  compensates  lor 
the  want  of  other  prospect.  A  walk  into  the  country  and  across  the 
fields  is  never  thought  of  by  the  French  artizaa  or  shopkeeper,  nor 
indeed  are  there  any  field  paths,  green  shady  lanes,  or  pretty  villas, 
or  neat  cottages  with  gardens  on  the  outskirts  of  the  towns,  to 
invite  him  to  sally  forth. 

Every  town  of  a  certain  size  is  surrounded  with  a  wall  or  barrier 
for  the  purpose  of  levying  the  octroi  or  town  duties  on  all  ar- 
ticles for  eatinff  and  drinking  brought  into  it,  and  which  go 
to  the  municipal  caisse  or  funds.    All  carts  and  carriages,  pnUic 

*  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Gaily  Knight  will  be  induced  to  publish  his  rich  and  copious 
collection  of  careful  drawings  of  the  churches  of  France,  as  a  companion  to  his  beautlAxI 
work  on  Italy.  The  French  themseWes  have  no  work  containing  such  valuable  and 
accurate  illustrations  of  their  national  monuments,  as  these  drawings  of  Mr.  Kni  ght. 
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and  private,  are  stopped  at  the  gates  in  consec^uence,  tiy  dou* 
aniers,  who  search  them  and  the  baggage  contained  in  them,  to 
ascertain  that  no  comestibles  are  concealed,  in  order  to  evade  this 
tax.  Tho  ^Mice  outside  the  gates  uaoally  swarms  with,  low  cabarets, 
l^ingoettes,  &c.  where  the  poor  man  may  eat  and  drink  at  a 
cheaper  rate,  than  within  the  walls. 

Arrived  within  the  town,  the  traveller  will  commonly  find  narrow 
streets,  with  no  pavement  at  the  sides,  but  a  huge  gutter  in  the 
centre,  neither  efeaii  nor  sweet,  lighted  at  night  by  lamps  (r6ver- 
b^res)  swinging  from  ropes  attachra  to  the  houses  on  either  side. 
After  passing  one  or  more  barracks,  the  number  of  which  and  of 
soldiers  is  striking  every  where,  the  barrack  being  often  a  seques- 
trated convent  or  church,  he  will  reach  the  grand  Place  or  square. 
On  one  side  of  it,  or  in  some  other  conspicuous  situation,  appears  a 
large  white- washed  building,  graced  probabW  with  a  portico  m  front* 
guajrded  by  a  sentinel,  surmounted  bv  a  mcolor  flag,  and  fenced 
round  by  a  tall  iron,  railine  tipped  with  gilt  spear-heads.  This  is 
the  prefecture  or  sous-pr^recture. 

There  aise  many  institutions  and  establishments  in  French  towns 
deserving  high  eommendation  and  genersi  imitation  in  Ed^^aimI: 
such  are  the  abattoirs,  or  slaughter-houses,' always  in  the  outmrts; 
the  public  cemeteries,  always  removed  beyond  the  walls ;  even  the 
public  walks  to  be  "found  in  every  Freneh  tpwn,  though  not  suited 
altogether  to  English  ideas  of  recitation,  yet  show  an  attention 
to  the  health  and  eotjoyment  of  the  people  which  is  worthy  of  imi« 
tation  north  of  the  Channel. 

In  all  the  larger  towns  there  is  a  museuu)  of  natural  history^  and 
generally  of  paintings,  which,  although  for -the  most  part  of  inferior 
merit,  are  commendable  as  institutions  for  public  recreation. 

Still  more  commendable  are  the  public  libraries  and' reading 
rooms,  arranged  in  convenient  apartments  with  salaried  librariansi 
common  in  all  French  provincial  towns.  An  amiable  traveller 
observes,.  ''I  could  not  visit  these  libraries  without  wishing  that 
similar  institutions  could  be  introduced  into  England,  where  the 
easy  access  to  bodes  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  could  not  hot 
prove  at  once-  agreeable  and  beneficial.  The  encouragement  of 
such  an  object  would  be  a  wise  application  of  the  public  money." — 
Mr.  Gaily  Knights  Tour  in  Nonnandv. 

There  arie  three  authors  whose  works  should  ■  be  perused  before 
entering  France :  CsBsar,  for  its  ancient  history ;  Froissart,  for  its 
feudal  history;  and  Arthur  Young,  for  the  picture  of  France  before  the 
revolution :  his  vivid  local  descriptions  hold. good  to  the  present  day. 

To  those  who  would  attain  some  insight  into  the  French  charactef, 
previously  to  any  personal  intercourse  with  the  people,  no  more 
agreeable  or  useful  work  can  be  recommended  than  '*  A  Comparative 
View  of  the  Social  Condition  of  England  and  France,"  by  the 
Editor  of  Madame  du  DeiFand's  Letters,  the  author  of  which  has 
studied  the  national  character  through  the  double  medium  of  long 
personal  intercourse  with  the  highest  classes  of  society — and  of  an 
utimate  acquaintance  with  the  history  of  the  country. 
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II.  LIST   OF  THE  86  DEPABTMEKTS   INTO  WHICH  FRANCE   IS  DIVIDED^ 
AND   OF   THE   33  ANCIENT   PROVINCES   COMPOSING   THEM. 


He   de    France,  with  la 
Brie,  &c. 

Ficardie. 

Artois  and  Boulonnais. 
Flandre    and     Hainault 
Fran9ais. 

Normandie. 


} 


D^partemens, 
Seine. 

Seine-et'Oise. 
Seine-et-  Mame. 
Oise. 
Aisne. 
Somme. 
Pas-de-Calus. 

Nord. 


Bretagne. 


Orldanois. 

Beauce  and   Pays  Char- 
train.  , 

Maine. 

Anjou. 
Touraine. 

Poitou. 


Sei  ne- Tnf(§rieure. 

Eure. 

Calvados. 

Ome. 

Manche 
r  Ille-et- Vilaine. 
I  Cotes-du-Nord. 
-i  Finisterre. 

Morbihan. 

Loire-Inf^rieure. 

Loiret. 

Loir-et-Cher. 


} 


Eure-et- Loire. 


Berri. 

■  ■ 

Marche. 
Limousin. 

Angoumois. 
Saintonge  and  Aunis. 
P^rigord. 

Guyenne. 


Armagnac  (part  of  Gas 

cogne). 
Bigorre  (part  of      Gas- 

oogne). 
Gascogne. 


T  Sarthe, 
\  Mayenne. 

Maine-et-Loire. 

Indre-et- Loire. 

Vendee. 

Deux-Seyres. 

Vienne. 
*  Indre. 

Cher. 

Creuze. 

{Haute- Vienne. 
Corr^ze. ; 
Charente. 

Charente-  Inferieure. 
Dordogne. 
f  Gironde. 
I  Lot-et- Garonne. 
-   Lot. 

Tarn-et-  Garonne. 
^Aveyron. 

Gers. 


Hautes-Pyr^n^es. 
Landes. 


Chefi'Uettx. 
Paris. 
Versailles. 
Melun. 
Beauvais. 
Laon. 
Amiens. 
Arras. 

Lille. 

Rouen. 

Evreux. 

Caen. 

Alenfon. 

Saint- L6. 

Rennes. 

Saint-Brieux. 

Quimper. 

Vannes. 

Nantes. 

Orleans. 

Blois. 

Chartres. 

Le  Mans 
Laval. 
Angers. 
Tours. 

Bourbon- Vendue. 
Niort. 
Poitiers. 
Chateauroux. 
Bourges. 
Gueret. 
Limoges. 
Tulle. 
Angouleme. 
La  Rochelle. 
Perigueux. 
Bordeaux. 
Agen. 
Cahors. 
Montauban. 
Rhodez. 

Auch. 

Tarbes. 
Mont-de-Marsan 
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Prooinees. 

Dipartemtnt, 

Ckrft^Linx. 

Be«ii  and   French    Na-I  gasscs-Pyr^nfes. 
varre.                               J                 ' 

Pau. 

Comte  de  Foix. 

Arrive. 

Foix. 

Roussillon. 

Pyrenees-  Orientales. 

Perpignan 

'  Haute-  Garonne. 

Toulousew 

Tarn. 

Alby. 

Languedoc 

Aude. 

Carcassone. 

Herault. 

Montpellier. 

^Gard. 

Nismes. 

Vivarais. 

Ardeche. 

Privas. 

G^vaudan. 

Lozere. 

Mende. 

Velay. 

Haute-Loire. 

Le  Puy. 

ComtatVenaissin,  Orange,  1 

-  Vaucluse. 

Avignon. 

*.*»v» 

'  BoucheS'du- Rhone. 

Marseille. 

Provence. 

Var. 

Draguignan. 

^  Basses- Alpes. 

Digne. 

'  Isere. 

Grenoble. 

Dauphin^. 

Drdme. 

Valence. 

Hautes- Alpes. 

Gap. 

Xiyonnois  and  Beaujolob* 

Rhone. 

Lyon. 

Forez. 

Loire. 

Montbriflon. 

Auvergne. 

"  Puy-de-D6me. 

1  Cantal. 

Clermont 
Aurillac. 

Bourbonnois. 

Allier. 

Moulins. 

Nivemois. 

Ni^vre. 

Nevers. 

Bresse,  Bugey,  &c. 

Ain. 

Bourg. 

r  Saone-et-Loire. 

Macon. 

Bourgogne  (duch^) 

C6te-d*Or. 

Dijon. 

Yonne. 

Auxerre. 

Comt^  de  Bourgogne,  or 
Franche- Comte. 

Doubs. 
Jura. 
Haute^  Saone. 

Besan9on. 
Lons-le-  Saulnier. 
Vesoul. 

'Aube. 

Troyes. 

Champagne. 

Mame. 

Ch^ons-sur-Marne. 

Haute-Mame. 

Chaumont. 

Ardennes. 

Mezieres. 

^Meurthe. 

Nancy. 

Lorraine. 

Meuse. 
Moselle. 

Bar- le- Due. 
Metz. 

Vosges. 

Epinal. 

Akace. 

'Bas-Rhin. 

Strasburg. 

_Haut-Rhin. 

Colmar. 

Corsica. 

Corse. 

Ajaccio. 

O.  THE  ENGLISH  ABROAD. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  here  briefly  to  consider  the  causes  which 
render  the  English  so  unpopular  on  the  Continent ;  as  to  the  fact  of 
their  bein^  so,  it  is  to  be  feared  there  can  be  no  doubt.  In  the  first 
place,  it  arises  from  the  number  of  ill-conditioned  persons  (mauvais 
sujets)  who,  not  being  in  condition  to  face  the  world  at  home,  scatter 
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themselviei  over  foreign  lands,  and  bring  no  little  discredit  upon  their 
country.  But  in  addition  to  these,  there  are  many  respectable  and 
wealthy  persons,  who,  through  inattention,  ung^ardedness,  wanton 
expenditure  in  some  eases,  niggardly  parsimony  in  others,  bat,  above 
all,  from  an  unwillingness  to  accommodate  themselves  to  the  feelings 
of  the  {)eople  they  are  among,  contribute  not  a  little  to  bring  their  own 
nation  into  disrepute.  The  Englishman  abroad  too  often  forgets  that 
he  is  the  representative  of  his  country,  and  that  his  countrymen 
will  be  judged  by  his  own  conduct;  that  by  affability,  moderation,  and 
being  easily  pleased,  he  will  conciliate ;  whereas  by  caprice,  extrava^ 
gant  squandering,  or  ill-timed  niggardness,  he  affects  the  reception 
of  the^next  comer. 

There  are  many  points,  however,  in  whiph  our  character  is  misun*. 
derstood  by  foreigners.  The  morose  sulleuness  attributed  by  them  to 
the  Englishman  is,  in  perhaps  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  nothing  more 
than  involuntary  silence,  arising  from  bis  ignorance  of  foreign  lanv 
guages,  or  at  least  from  his  want  of  sufficient  fluency  to  make  himself 
reaaily  understood,  which  thus  prevents  his  enjoying  society.  If  an 
Englishman  were  fully  aware  how  much  it  encreases  the  pleasure 
and  profit  of  travelling  to  have  made  some  progress  in  foreign 
languages  before  they  set  foot  on  the  Continent,  no  one  would  think 
of  quitting  home  until  he  had  devoted  at  least  some  months  to  hard 
labour  with  grammars  and  dictionaries. 

Englishmen  and  Protestants,  admitted  into  Roman  Catholic 
churches,  at  times  are  often  inconsiderate  in  talking  loud,  laughing, 
and  stamping  with  their  feet  while  the  service  is  going  on :  a  moment's 
reflection  should  point  out  to  them  that  they  should  regard  the  feel- 
ings of  those  around  them  who  are  engaged  in  their  devotions.  Above 
all,  they  should  avoid  as  much  as  possible  turning  their  backs  upon 
the  altar. 

Our  countrymen  have  a  reputation  for  pugnacity  in  France :  let 
them  therefore  be  especially  cautious  not  to  make  use  of  their  flsts, 
however  great  the  provocation,  otherwise  they  will  rue  it.  No 
Freaoh  magistrate  or  judge  will  listen  to  any  plea  of  provocation ; 
fine  and  imprisonment  are  the  offender's  inevitable  portion. 

p,  SKELETON   TOUR  THROUGH  FRANCE,  TO  EMBRACE   THE  PRINCIPAI» 
OBJECTS  ox*  CURIOSITY.  AND  TO  OCCUPY  FIVE  OR  SIX  M0N.TH8. 


Havre  —  By  land  up  the  N.  bank 
of  the  Seine,  halting  to  explore  its 
beauties  and  cnriosities. 

Rouen  (to  Paris  by  railway). 

Andelys. 

Descend  the  Seine  by .  steamer  to 
Honfleur. 

Caen. 

Bayeux  (Cherbourg). 

Vire. 

Avranches  and  Mont  St  Michel. 

St.  Malo. 

Dinant  (Brest  and  Quimper). 


Vannes  and  Carnac. 

Nantes  —  Clisson. 

Ascent  of  the  Loire  to  Angers. 

Saumur. 

Chinon. 

Tours. 

Xioches  —  Chenonoeaux. 

Amboise. 

Blois  —  Chambord« 

Orleans. 

Bourges. 

Clermont  —  Puy  de  Dome. 

Mont  Dore. 
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Cantal. 

Le  Puy. 

St.  Etienne. 

Lyons. 

jiescent  of  Rhone  —  Valence. 

Montelimart  —  Aubenas  —  Ard^che. 

Tiviers  on  the  Rhone. 

Orange. 

Avignon  —  Pont  du  Gard. 

Kiames. 

MontpelUer. 

Narbonne. 

Toulouse. 

Descent  of  the  Garonne. 

Bordeaux. 

Bayonne. 

Pau. 

Tour  of  the  W.  Pyrenees. 

St.  Gaudens. 

Tout  of  the  E.  Pyrenees. 

Ferpignan. 

Narbonne. 

MontpelHer. 

Aries  —  Aix. 

Marseilles. 


Toulon. 

Cannes. 

Digne. 

Sisteron. 

Gap. 

Embrun  —  Val  Queiras. 

Brian  901). 

Pass  of  Lauteret  —  Mont  Pelvoux. 

Bourg  d'Oysans. 

Grenoble  —  Vale  of  Gresiyaudan. 

Grande  Chartreuse. 

Bourg. 

Chalons- sur-  Seone. 

Dijoo. 

Besan^n. 

Colmar. 

Strasburg. 

Nancy. 

Troyes. 

ChlUons-sur-Marne. 

Rheims. 

Soissons. 

Amiens^ 

Boulogne. 


q,  BOUTB    A.VD  TIME   FROM  LONDON   TO  MARSEILLES    TO   MEET   T0E 
OYEBLAND    MAIL   AT    MALTA,    SECURING   BEFOREHAND    PLACES    IN 
THE   MALLE   POSTE. 

Hours* 
London  to  Brighton  and  Dieppe  -  -  -     11 

Dieppe  to  Paris  by  Rouen  ( Railway)  -  -         -     IS 

(say  32 J  hours  from  London  to  Paris.) 
In  Paris         -  -  -  -  -  12  or  36 

Paris  to  Marseilles  (Malle  poste)        -  -  -  -    66 

(S  nights,  2^  days. ) 

You  arrive  at  Marseilles  at  6  a.  m.  ;  the  government  steamers  start 
at  5  P.M.  from  Marseilles  to  Malta,  the  1st,  Uth,  and  21st  of  every 
month. 

In  order  to  be  enabled  to  remain  in  England  till  the  last  moment, 
it  is  necessary  to  write  to  a  correspondent  at  Paris  to  secure  a  place 
in  the  2  malle  postes  by  payment  a  week  beforehand,  or  even  a 
fortnight,  to  msie  sure.  Start  from  London  on^the  evening  of  the  4tb» 

At  Marseilles  it  is  necessary  to  get  the  passport  vis6  by  the  Bri- 
tish consul,  the  local  police  (and  the  Neapolitan  consul,  if  you 
intend  to  land  at  Naples)  ;  also  a  bill  of  health,  and  a  permis  d'em* 
barquement. 

Persons  wishing  to  travel  more  leisurely,  and  to  avoid  fatigue, 
should  start  on  the  first  of  the  month  or  earlier,  take  the  diligence 
from  Paris  to  Chalons,  whence  they  may  proceed  by  water  down 
the  Saone  and  Rhone  to  Avignon  or  Aries,  within  50  m.  of  Marseilles. 

A  place  in  the  coup6  of  the  diligence  from. Paris  to  Marseilles 
costs  4/.  6s. 


ABBREVIATIONS,  &c.  USED  IN  THE  HAND-BOOK. 

The  points  of  the  Compass  are  often  marked  simply  by  the  letters  N.  S. 
E.W. 

(r^.)  right,  (I.)  left, — applied  to  the  banks  of  a  river.  The  right  bank  is 
that  which  lies  on  the  right  hand  of  a  person  whose  back  is  turned  towards 
the  source  or  the  quarter,  from  which  the  current  descends. 

kilom.  for  kilometre.  Cent,  for  Century. 

m.  for  mile.  R.  Rte.  for  Route. 

Dept.  for  Department.  p.  for  page. 

Inhab.  for  Inhabitants.  St.  Stat,  for  Railway  Station. 

The  names  of  Inns  precede  the  description  of  every  place,  (often  in  a 
parenthesis,)  because  the  first  information  needed  by  a  traveller  is  where  to 
lodge.     The  best  Inns,  as  far  as  they  can  be  determined,  are  placed  first. 

Instead  of  designating  a  ^f^n  by  the  vague  words  **  large  **  or  "  small," 
the  amount  of  the  population,  according  to  the  latest  census,  is  almost  inva- 
riably stated,  as  presenting  a  more  exact  scale  of  the  importance  and  size  of 
the  place. 

Every  Route  has  a  number,  corresponding  with  the  figures  attached  to  the 
Route  on  the  General  Map  of  France,  which  thus  serves  as  an  index  to  the 
Book ;  at  the  same  time  that  it  presents  a  tolerdbly  exact  view  of  the  great  high 
roads  of  France,  and  of  the  course  of  public  conveyances.    ^ 


DIRECTIONS  FOR  PLACING  THE  MAPS. 

The  Seine,  and  Railways  to  Rouen^  to  face  page  -             -  -     27 

The  LoiEK                    -             -             -             -  -            -  -179 

The  Ptrxnsbs             -             -             -             -  -             -  -  27S 

The  Rhone  —  Lyons  to  Marseilles              -  -             -  -  433 

Index  Map  of  France  at  the  end. 


HAND-BOOK 

FOR 

TRAVELLERS  IN  FRANCE. 


SECTION  I. 
PICAEDY.  — ILE  DE  FRANCE.  — NORMANDY. 

Introductory  InfomuUion* 

OBJECTS     OF    INTE&Xffr.  —  COUNTRY     OF     NOKXANOY.  —  AKCUITKCTURAL 

KKMAINS.  —  SKILXTOM  TOUE. 
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PicARDY  and  lie  de  France,  through  which  lie  the  routes  to  Paris  from 
Calais  and  Boulogne,  present  no  attractions  of  picturesqueness,  but  some 
interesting  historical  associations  to  Englishmen,  and  a  few  tine  examples  of 
Gothic  architecture,  the  chief  of  which  are  the  cathedrals  of  Amien% 
Beauvais,  Abbeville. 

Normandy,  on  the  other  hand,  is  full  of  interest  in  many  respects  :  —  it  is 
remarkable  for  varied  outline  of  swelling  hills  waving  with  com ;  for  beautiful 
?alleys  abounding  in  orchards,  and  in  rich  pasturages,  on  which  large  herds 
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of  cattle  are  reared,  and  traversed  by  winding  riters ;  for  richness  and  careful 
cultivation;  and,  above  all,  for  remains  of  antiquity;  venerable  cities,  the 
delight  of  the  painter;  noble  cathedrals,  abbeys,  and  churches,  not  con- 
fined merely  to  the  larger  towns,  but  scattered  over  the  country,  so  that 
every  little  village  in  some  parts  possesses  a  fine  i^ecimeB  of  Gothic 
architecture^  Norfnandy  is  decidedly  among  the  most  attractive  portions  of 
France.  Parts  of  the  upper  country  are  certainly  flat,  bare,  monotonous  table* 
land';  but  in  its  joyous  sunny  slopes  and  winding  dales,  in  its  hedgerows^ 
orchards,  thatched  cottages  with  gardens,  in  the  general  character  of  the 
landscape  of  La  Basse  Normandie,  especially  in  its  verdure,  frequent  village 
spires,  and  white  chalk  cliffs,  an  Englishman  recognises  with  pleasure  the 
features  of  his  own  Fatherland,  which  no  other  part  of  the  Continent  affords. 
He  may  also  take  pleasure  in  remembering  that  this  was  the  cradle  whence 
came  the  wise  and  hardy  bands  of  conquerors  from  whose  possession  of  England 
that  country  dates  her  rising  prosperity  and  greatness. 

To  those  who  are  fond  of  Gothic  ardiitecture,  especially  to  the  architect  and 
antiquary,  Normandy  will  afford  a  rich  treat.  Rouen,  a  city  possessing  much 
of  the  old  Teutonic  character  in  its  edifices,  and  containing  not  only  a 
magnificent  cathedral,  but,  if  possible,  a  still  finer  church  in  St.  Ouen,  i» 
certainly  one  of  the  most  interesting  places  in  France,  and  will  alone  furnish 
occupation  for  many  days. 

Caen  is  also  interesting,  but  in  a  less  degree  ;  but  in  its  vicinity  are  a  great 
number  of  curious  village  churches.  The  ruined  abbeys,  Boscherville, 
Jumieges,  &c.,  on  the  N.  bank  of  the  Seine,  are  remarkable  examples  of 
genuine  Norman  architecture ;  and  the  scenery  of  the  river  on  whose  banks 
and  peninsulas  they  lie,  —  the  great  water  highway  connecting  Paris  with  its 
port  of  Havre,  is  so  very  pleasing  that  it  deserves  to  be  seen  both  from  land 
and  water.  The  cathedrals  of  Bayeux  (famed  for^its  tapestry)  and  of  Cou- 
tances  also  are  noble  edifices. 

Normandy  al>ounds  in  old  castles  ;  of  which  the  most  interesting,  both  in 
a  historical  and  picturesque  point  of  view,  are  Chateau  Gaillard,  the  favourite 
stronghold  of  Richard  Cceur  de  Lion,  Falaise,  the  birth-place  of  William  the 
Conqueror,  and  many  others,  the  cradlesof  our  English  noblesse,  whence  they 
derive  their  titles;  and,  above  all,  Mont  St.  Michel,  which  possesses  a 
triple  interest  as  an  historical  fortress,  a  remarkable  ecclesiastical  edifice, 
and  a  most  grand  and  striking  object. 

The  Roman  theatre  at  Lillebonne  deserves  mention  as  an  interesting  ex- 
ample of  an  edifice  of  the  kind,  and  almost  the  only  one  existing  in  Northern 
Europe. 

The  most  picturesque  parts  of  Normandy  are  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  from 
St.  Germains  to  Havre,  and  especially  from  Rouen  to  Havre,  though  its  in« 
numerable  islands,  planted  with  rows  of  poplars  and  willows,  are  often 
monotonous ;  the  vicinity  of  Vire  and  of  Avranches  charmingly  posted  on 
a  hill  top,  whence  the  view  extending  to  the  Mont  St.  Michel,  rising  out  of 
the  sea,  is  peculiarly  imposing. 

The  Dock-yard  and  Break-water  of  Cherbourg,  at  the  extremity  of  the 
promoatory  cedled  the  Cotentin,  which  deserves  to  be  explored  for  its  geological 
peculiarities,  and  the  Ch&teau  d'Eu,  the  summer  residence  of  H.  M.  Louis- 
Philippe,  must  not  be  omitted  among  the  curiosities  of  Normandy. 

*i^*  In  going  from  Paris  to  Rouen  and  Havre,  and  vice  vertd,  tlie  tra^ 
TelleE-jfthottld  by  all  steans  choose  the  lower  roads,  along  the  banks  of  the 
Seine,  which  are  £^gfaly  picturesque,  in  preference  to  the  upper  roads,  wluch^ 
though  shorter,  are  dull  and  tiresome. 
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Skeleton  Tour  of  3   JVeeks  through  Nomtatufy. 


Southampton  to 

11   Bayeuz. 

1   Havre. 

12  Valonges. 

Tancandlle. 

13  Cherbourg. 

S  Liilebonne. 

14  Coutances. 

Caudebec. 

St.  Lo. 

Jumidges. 

15  Vire. 

4  St.  Geo.  BoscherviUe. 

Mortain. 

7  Rouen. 

16  A  Tranches. 

Chateau  Gaillard. 

Mt.  St.  Michel. 

Descent  of  the  Seine  to  Honfleur 

17  Dol. 

(or  to  Havre,  and 

by 

another 

18  Dinant. 

steamer  to) 

19  St.  Malo,  by  steamer. 

8  Caen. 

21  Jersey  and  Southampt 

10  Falaise  and  back. 

The  best  account  of  the  ardutectural  remains  of  Normandy  will  be  found 
in  Mr.  GaUy  Knight's  «  Tour  in  Normandy;"  WheweWs  "  Notes  on  Ger- 
man and  French  Churches  ;'*  Dawson  Turner's  "  Tour  in  Normandy,** 
one  of  the  earliest  descriptions  of  the  country  published  in  England  or  France;. 
Cotman  and  Putin's  "  Illustrative  Plates;"  and  Caumont's  '*  Histoire  Sommaire 
de  r Architecture  du  Moyen  Age,"    Also  Miss  Costello's  **  Bocages  and  Vines.** 


ROUTE  1. 

CALAIS  TO  PARIS   BY  ST.  0M£lt  AND 
AMIENS. 

281  kilom.  =174  Eng.  m. 

This  route,  6  m.  longer  than  that 
by  Beduvais,  will  be  preferred  by 
those  who  wish  to  visit  the  noble  ca- 
thedral of  Amiens.  The  Lille  malle- 
poste  follows  the  route  from  Paris  as 
far  as  Doullens. 

Diligence  daily  in  28  hours. 
CALAIS,  in  R.  2.  p.  9. 

The  country  about  Calais,  and  for 
some  distance  inland,  is  low  and  wet, 
intersected  by  scummy  ditches,  and 
traversed  by  rows  of  pollard  willows. 
The  villages  are  composed  chiefly  of 
mud  cottages.  The  peasants,  men  as 
well  as  women,  are  frequently  seen 
mounted  on  very  high  pattens  to  avoid 
the  dirt.  The  roii^  crosses  the  Pout 
Sans  Pareil,  thrown  over  the  two 
canals  from  St.  Omer  to  Calais,  and 
from  Ardresto  Gravelines,  at  the  point 


where  they  cut  each  other  at  right 
angles,  3  m.  before  reaching 

16  Ardres,  a  small  fortress.  The 
plain  between  this  place  and  Guisnes, 
a  little  to  the  W.  of  the  road,  is  the 
Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold,  the  scene 
of  the  meeting  between  Henry  VIII*» 
and  Francis  I.,  1520,  called  Le 
Champ  du  Drap  d'Or,  from  the  cloth, 
of  gold  with  which  the  tents  and  pa- 
vilions of  the  monarchs  and  their  suites^ 
of  5696  persons  with  4325  horses,  were, 
covered. 

8  La  Recousse. 

18   St,  Omer Inns;  L^Ancienna 

Poste  best ;  Grande  Ste,  Catherine. 

This  is  a  third-rate  fortress,  whosej 
means  of  defence  lie  less  in  its  actual* 
fortifications  than  in  the  marshes  which 
surround  it,  and  the  fiicility  afforded' 
by  the  river  Aa,  on  which  it  stands, 
of  flooding  the  land  round  about,  so' 
as  to  leave  only  J  of  its  circuit  un-" 
protected  by  the  waters.  Although 
it  contains  a  population  of  19,344; 
.  souls,  it  is  a  very  dull  place,     TheYe* 
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are,  however,   two  ecclesiastical  edi- 
flees  worthy  of  notice. 

The  Cathedral,  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  Rue  St.  Bertin,  is  a  fine  building, 
•howiog  the  transition  from  the  round 
to  the  pointed  style.  The  £.  end  is 
a  good  example  of  the  polygonal  ter- 
mination of  churches,  with  projecting 
chapels,  so  common  on  the  Continent. 
The  interior  is  good;— the  small  Lady 
Chapel  has  been  recently  decorated. 

At  the  opposite  extremity  of  the 
same  street  stand  the  scanty  re- 
mains of.  the  famous  Abbey  Church  of 
St.  Bertirif  at  one  time  the  noblest 
Gothic  monument  of  French  Flan- 
ders—  in  its  present  state  a  disgrace  to 
the  town,  and  a  reproach  to  the  govern- 
ment. For  be  it  known  that  its  destruc- 
tion has  been  perpetrated  since  1830! 
At  the  outbreak  of  the  great  Revolu- 
tion the  monastery  was  suppressed ; 
the  Convention  spared  it;  and  though 
under  the  Directory  it  was  sold  for 
the  materials,  unroofed,  and  stripped  of 
its  woodwork  and  metal,  yet  its  walls 
remained  comparatively  uninjured  un- 
til the  magbtrates,  a  few  years  ago, 
l>arbarously  pulled  it  down  to  afford 
employment  to  some  labourers  out  of 
work  !  The  fragment  remaining  con< 
sists  of  a  stately  tower  built  in  the 
15th  century  (1431 — 1461),  display- 
ing the  ornaments  of  the  florid 
Gothic  in  the  mutilated  panelling 
'On  its  walls,  and  bits  of  tracery  in 
its  windows ;  a  small  portion  of  the 
nave  remains  attached  to  it.  The 
tower,  threatening  to  fall,  has  been 
propped  by  an  ugly,  ill-contrived 
buttress  of  masonry ;  there  is  some 
talk  of  converting  it  into  a  museum. 
The  town  is  well  seen  from  its  top, 
but  there  is  nothing  else  of  interest 
in  the  view.  Within  the  walls  of  the 
Abbey  of  St.  Bertin  the  feeble  Chil- 
deric  III,,  the  last  king  of  the  first 
race,  ended  his  days ;  here  also  Becket 
sought  refuge  when  a  fugitive  from 
England. 

A  Seminary  for  the  education  of 
English  and  Irish  Catholics  exists 
here :  it  has  succeeded  the  celebrated 


JeauU'a  CoUege  founded  by  Father 
Parsons  for  the  education  of  young 
Englishmen.  Daniel  0*Conne11  was 
brought  up  here  for  the  priesthood ; 
and  several  of  the  conspirators  en- 
gaged in  the  Gunpowder  Plot  were 
pupils  of  the  same  school.  There  are 
not  more  than  15  or  20  students  at 
present. 

The  road  to  Lille  and  Brussels 
(Route  188)  turns  ofiT  here.  Dili- 
gences  daily.  A  diligence  runs  daily 
to  Boulogne. 

19  Aire,  another  small  fortress  of 
3rd  class,  contains  a  Gothic  Churchy 
St.  PauTs,  and  a  belfry  built  in  the 
18th  century,  rising  above  the  public 
square.  Mallebranche  was  born 
here. 

13  Lillers. 

11  Pernes. 

13  St.  Pol. 

15  miles  NW.  of  this,  and  2  miles 
S.  of  the  post  station,  Fruges,  is 
Azincour  (1415),  a  village  of  dirty 
farms  and  poor  cottages,  uninteresting 
but  for  its  baHle-field,  Only  the 
foundations  remain  of  the  castle  men- 
tioned by  Shakespear  "  that  stands 
hard  by."  Azincour  lies  on  the  L  of 
the  high  road  from  St.  Omer  to 
Abbeville,  which  passes  through  the 
village  of  Ruisseauville,  mentioned 
in  all  the  accounts  of  the  battle. 
The  hottest  of  the  fight  raged  between 
Azincour  and  the  commune  of  Tra- 
mecour,  where  a  wood  still  exists 
corresponding  with  that  in  which 
Henry  posted  his  archers,  who  con- 
tributed so  much  to  the  victory,  each 
armed  with  an  iron-pointed  stake, 
to  fix  in  the  ground  before  him  and 
serve  the  purpose  of  the  modern 
bayonet. 

Henry,  like  his  great-grandfather 
Edward  III.,  previous  to  Crecy,  had 
marched  with  a  force  of  only  9000 
men  at  the  utmost,  through  a  hostile 
country,  from  Harfieur  on  his  way  to 
Calais.  On  reaching  the  Somme  below 
Abbeville  he  found  the  ford  by  which 
Edward  had  crossed  staked,  and  was 
obliged  to  continue  up  the  1.  bank. 
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finding  every  passage  fortified  and 
every  bridge  broken,  until  be  arrived 
above  Amiens,  wbere  be  gained  tbe 
xt,  bank  by  a  ford  wbich  bad  been 
left  open.  The  French  army,  though 
more  than  six  times  the  number  of  the 
English,  retreated  before  him  beyond 
St.  Pol,  and  there  drew  up  across  the 
road  to  Calais  to  dispute  his  passage. 
There  is  thus  a  considerable  similarity 
in  the  events  attending  the  victories 
of  Crecy  and  Arincour,  and  these  two 
fiunous  battle-fields  are  not  more  than 
SO  miles  apart  (see  p.  16.) 

15  Prevent. 

14  DouUens,  chef-lieu  of  an  ar- 
Tondissement  in  the  department  of 
the  Somme,  has  a  Citadel  built  by 
Vauban,  now  a  state  prison  where 
political  offenders  are  confined.  SL 
Martin**  Church  is  said  to  l>e  re- 
markable for  the  lightness  of  the  pil- 
lairs  which  support  it. 

14  Talmas. 

16  Amiens.  —  Inn :  H.  de  France 
et  d' Angleterre^  good. ' 

Amiens  is  an  industrious  manu- 
fiusturing  town  of  46,129  inhabitants, 
formerly  capital  of  Picardy,  now  chef- 
lieu  of  the  department  of  the  Somme, 
and  situated  on  that  river,  which  passes 
through  the  town  split  into  eleven 
branches,  and  renders  essential  ser- 
vice in  turning  the  water-wheels  of 
many  of  the  numerous  manufactories, 
whose  tall  chimneys  are  seen  rising 
above  the  other  buildings,  and  are 
clustered  around  the  outskirts.  The 
weaving  of  cotton  velvets,  chiefly 
for  Spanish  consumption,  and  the 
spinning  of  cotton  and  woollen  yam, 
are  the  principal  branches  of  industry. 
Amiens  is  the  cradle  of  the  cotton 
manufacture  of  France,  which  dates 
no  farther  back  than  177S. 

The  object  which  deservedly  con- 
centrates the  attention  of  travellers  at 
Amiens  is  the  Cathedral^  one  of  the 
noblest  Gothic  edifices  in  Europe.  It 
was  begun  1220,  only  two  years  later 
than  Salisbury,  though  in  a  much 
more  mature  style  than  that  edifice. 
It  was  designed  and  begun  by  the  ar- 


chitect Robert  De  Lusarche,  but 
continued  and  completed  1269  by 
Thomas  and  Regnault  de  Cormont, 
except  the  W.  fW>nt,  not  finished  until 
the  end  of  the  14th  century.  Three 
vast  and  deeply  recessed  portals  lead 
into  it;  the  arches  supported  by  a 
long  array  of  statues  in  niches  instead 
of  pillars,  while  rows  of  statuettes 
supply  the  place  of  mouldings,  to 
that  the  whole  fimns  one  mass  off 
sculpture ;  an  arrangement  of  con- 
stant occurrence  in  French  Gothic, 
though  rare  in  English.  The  sculp- 
ture of  these  porches  merits  attention ; 
over  the  centre  door  the  has  relief  re- 
presents the  Last  Judgment ;  the  sta- 
tues are  those  of  the  1 2  A  postles.  Over 
the  rt.  hand  porch  are  the  Death 
and  Assumption  of  tbe  A^rgin ;  over 
that  on  the  1.  is  tbe  legend  of  St. 
Firmin,  the  apostle  of  Picardy.  Above 
the  portals  runs  a  colossal  line  of 
French  kings,  behind  which  appears 
a  noble  wheel  window;  and  the  whole 
is  flanked  by  two  stately  but  un- 
finished towers. 

•*  The  interior  is  one  of  the  most 
magnificent  spectacles  that  architec- 
tural skill  can  ever  have  produced* 
The  mind  is  filled  and  e1e^'ated  by  its 
enormous  height  (140  feet),  its  lofty 
and  many-coloured  clerestory,  its 
grand  proportions,  its  noble  simplicity. 
The  proportion  of  height  to  breadth  is 
almost  double  that  to  which  we  are 
accustomed  in  English  cathedrals ;  the 
lofty,  solid  piers,  which  bear  up  this 
height,  are  far  more  massive  in  their 
plan  than  the  light  and  gracefiil 
clusters  of  our  English  churches, 
each  of  them  being  a  cylinder  with  4 
engaged  columns.  The  polygonal  E, 
apse  is  a  feature  which  we  seldom  see^ 
and  no  where  so  exhibited  and  on  such 
a  scale ;  and  the  peculiar  French  ar- 
rangement which  puts  the  walls  at  the 
outside  edge  of  the  buttresses,  and 
thus  forms  interior  chapels  all  round, 
in  addition  to  the  aisles,  gives  a  vast 
multiplicity  of  perspective  below, 
which  fills  out  the  idea  produced  by 
the  gigantic  height  of  the  centre^ 
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Such  terms  will  not  be  considered 
extravagant  when  it  is  recollected 
that  the  vault  is  half  ba  high  again  as 
ihe  roof  of  Westminster  Abbey."  — 
WheweH 

The  entire  lengtli  is  442  feet.  The 
general  character  of  the  architecture 
IS  that  of  the  early  English,  except  the 
geometric  tracery  of  the  windows. 
The  triforium  is  glazed,  which  gives 
great  lightness  to  the  interior.  Just 
within  the  central  porch  are  two  fine 
brass  effigies  of  bishops ;  that  on  the 
1.  as  you  enter  is  Evrard  de  Fouilly, 
who  laid  the  first  stone  of  the  church ; 
that  on  the  rt.  Geofifroi  d'Eu, 
"  learned,"  as  his  epitaph  tells  us,  "  in 
medicine  as  well  as  theology.**  The 
splendid  pulpit,  the  work  of  an  artist 
of  Amiens,  Dupuis,  is  supported  by 
statues  of  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity. 

Placed  at  the  crossing  of  the  tran- 
sept, the  spectator  may  admire  the 
three  magnificent  rose  windows,  all  of 
elaborate  tracery  and  varied  patterns, 
jilled  with  rich  stained  glass,  each 
nearly  100  feet  in  circumference, 
which  form  a  great  ornament  to  this 
church,  and  surpass  every  thing  of  the 
sort  which  England  can  produce. 
The  font  in  the  N.  transept  is  an 
oblong  trough  of  stone,  probably  of 
^ibe  10th  or  11th  century. 

Round  the  wall  which  separates 
the  choir  from  its  aisles  run  a  series 
of  curious  sculptures,  in  high  relief, 
representing  on  the  S.  side  the  legend 
of  St.  Firmin,  and  on  the  N.  the  acts 
and  death  of  John  the  Baptist  They 
date  from  the  end  of  the  15th  cen- 
tury. 

The  head  of  St.  John  the  Baptist, 
brought  from  Constantinople  at  the 
time  of  the  Crusades,  has  always  been 
considered,  and  still  remains,  the  most 
iraluable  rdlc  possessed  by  this  church. 
It  is  deposited  in  the  side  chapel  de- 
dicated to  St  John.  Several  other 
beads  of  St.  John  existed  before  the 
Revolution  in  other  churches  of 
France,  and  one,  indeed,  in  the  neigh- 
bouring abbey  of  St.  Acheul ;  but  this, 
it  was  maintained,  was  the  genuine 


one.  Since  the  Revolution,  the  skull 
has  been  reduced  to  the  frontal  bone 
and  upj>er  jaw. 

Attached  to  a  monument  of  Canon 
Lucas,  at  the  back  of  the  high  altar» 
and  £M;ing  the  Lady  Chapel,  is  a 
weeping  angel,  which  has  received 
more  praise  than  it  seems  to  deserve 
on  the  score  of  art ;  it  is  known  as 
I'enfant  pleureur.  Blasset  is  the 
sculptor*s  name. 

The  choir,  terminating  in  a  semi-* 
circular  £.  end,  the  elegantly  groined 
roof  resting  on  compressed  lancet- 
pointed  arches,  yields  in  beauty  to  no 
part  of  the  church.  It  is  also  es- 
pecially distinguished  for  the  ela» 
boratdy  carved  woodwork  of  its 
116  stalls:  in  variety  of  invention 
and  delicacy  of  execution  there  is 
nothing  finer  of  the  kind  in  Europe* 
The  intricate  details  of  the  taber- 
nacles and  lace-like  parapets,  the  bold 
drawing,  and  effective  though  coarse 
expression  in  the  bas  reliefe,  repre- 
senting subjects  from  Holy  Writ,  the 
Life  cf  the  Virgin,  &c.,  and  the  close 
imitation  of  nature  in  the  twining 
tendrils  and  playful  foliage  of  the  vine 
and  other  plants,  deserve  minute  at* 
tention.  The  carvers  were  Amoult 
BouUln  and  Alex.  Huet^  menuisiers 
of  Amiens :  the  work  was  finished 
in  1 520.  The  diapering  of  fleur-de-lis 
at  the  back  of  the  seats  was  effaced 
by  order  of  the  government  in  1830. 
To  appreciate  the  vast  proportions 
and  examine  the  details  of  this  cathe- 
dral, the  visitor  ought  to  ascend  to 
the  triforium  gallery ;  thence  he  may 
mount  the  tower  and  enjoy  the  view 
over  the  vale  of  the  Somme,  remark-* 
ing  in  his  ascent  the  turret  with  the 
stone  table,  where  Henri  IV.  posted 
himself  to  watch  the  retreat  of  the 
Spaniards  in  1597.  The  roof  is  a 
wonderful  piece  of  carpentry,  46  feet 
high;  a  forest  of  oak  and  chestnut 
must  be  contained  in  it. 

Within  the  cathedral  of  Amiens» 
Edward  III.  did  homage  for  Guienne 
to  Philippe  of  Valois,  1329;  and 
here,    in    1S85,    Isabel  of  Bavaria 
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"wss    imtried    to    the    idiot     king 
Oiarks  VI. 

The  other  buildings  in  the  town 
pOMeM  comparatively  slight  interest. 
The  deserted  Ckiteau  of  Si.  Bemiy 
now  a  stable,  was  a  rich  speeimen  of 
the  latest  florid  Gothic,  the  beauty  of 
whidh  is  destroyed  by  mutilations. 
In  tile  Hotel  dt  Vitte,  a  building  of 
1600,  the  treaty  of  **  the  Peace  of 
Amiens'*  was  signed,  1802,  by  the 
plenipotentiaries^  Joseph  Buonaparte 
for  France,  Lord  Cornwallis  for  Eng- 
land, Chevalier  Attra  for  Spain,  and 
M.  Schimmelpenninck  for  Holland. 
The  hall  is  hung  with  pictures  of  the 
modem  French  sohool,  of  slight  merit. 
Hiere  is  a  Muteum,  containing  some 
VBtiqmtles,  -paintings,  &c. 
-  A  Boulevard  iMirrounds  the  town, 
ooeupying  the  site  of  the  ancient  ram- 
parts, and,  being  planted  with  trees, 
forms  an  agreeable  promenade.  A 
Citadei,  however,  remains,  built  on 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  Somme  by  Henri 
IV.,  and  strengthened  by  modem 
works.  The  ^aniaids,  in  1597» 
gahied  the  city,  which  had  claimed 
tile  privilege  of  exemption  from  a 
military  garrison,  through  the  stra- 
tagem of  one  Hernando  Tello  de 
POTto  Carrero,  Spanish  governor 
of  Doullens,  who,  disguising  him- 
self and  a  band  of  companions  as 
peasants,  entered  the  town  at  early 
dawn,  along  with  the  market  folk, 
driving  a  waggon  laden  with  frait, 
srhioh  he  halted  under  the  gateway. 
In  passing  the  gate  it  was  contrived 
that  a  sack  of  walnuts  should  burst ; 
and  while  the  unsuspecting  guards 
were  occupied  on  all-fours  scrambling 
for  its  scattered  contents,  the  Spaniards 
fell  on  them  and  put  them  to  the 
sword.  In  vain  the  portcullis  was 
hasdly  lowered;  the  waggon  had 
been  drawn  up  so  as  to  catch  it  as  it 
ftU;  leaving  a  passage  by  which  a 
party  of  armed  Spaniards^  in  ambush 
ootude,  gained  easy  admittance. 

Henri  IV.,  not  yet  firmly  fixed  in 
bis  throne,  feU  the  loss  of  Amiens  as 
a  severe  blow,  and  hastened  to  recover 


it.  He  was  aided  in  the  siege 
and  capture  of  the  town,  1 590}  by  a 
body  of  4000  Englishmen,  under  Sir 
Arthur  Savage^  foraisbed  by  Queen 
Elisabeth. 

Amiens  was  the  Samanbritfa  of  the 
Romans;  and  the  Ambiani^  the  Gallie 
inhabitants  of  the  district  (whence 
the  name  Amiens),  are  mentioned  by 
CsesAr.  Here  Slerovee  was  pro* 
claimed  king  by  being  raised  on  the 
shield  of  hb  victorious  soldiers. 

The  following  eminent  persons  were 
bom  in  the  town  or  its  vicinity :  — • 
Peter  the  Hermit,  preacher  of  the 
first  crusade;  Oabrielle  d*Estr^  the 
cherished  mistress  of  Henri  IV.  ; 
Duoange,  author  of  the  **  Glossarium 
ad  Scriptores  medias  et  infimse  Latini- 
tates;"  Gresset  the  poet,  author  of 
<*  Vertvert ;  "  Delambre,  the  astrono- 
mer. 

Amiens  is  celebrated  among  gour« 
mands  for  its  pdte$  dt  canard, 

DiUgtnce$  go  daily  to  lAlle  hj 
Arras,  to  Beauvais,  and  to  Abbeville 
(see  p.  17.),  as  well  as  to  Paris  and 
Calais. 

There  is  a  coche  d*eau,  or  small 
steamer  on  the  Somme  to  Abbeville. 

The  Abbey  of  St.Athetd,  on  the  out- 
skirts of  the  town,,was  converted  inteli 
Jesuit's  college  under  the  Restoratioil. 

19  Flers. 

15  Breteuil.  — -  Inns ;  Ange,  not 
good;  D'Angleterre. 

The  Ahbey  of  Ste.  Marie  is  an  an* 
cient  Gothie  building. 

A  road  stretches  hence  through 
Noiremont,  12  k.,  to  Beauvais  (p, 
17.),  (16k.). 

18  St.  Just. 

The  park  and  ch&teau  of  Fits* 
James  are  passed  on  the  right,  shortly 
before  reaching 

16  Clermont  sur  Oise  (Inn,  Croi»» 
sant,  tolerable),  aprettily  situated  town 
on  the  slopes  of  a  hill,  surmounted  by 
the  CasHe,  which  is  now  converted  into 
a  penitentiary  for  women,  and  so  aug- 
mented by  modem  constructions  thai 
its  antiquity  would  scarcely  be  sua* 
peeted.      It   was,   however,  an  im* 
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portant  fortress  from  the  10th  to  the 
16th  century ;  taken  by  the  English, 
1359.'  and  1434,  and  by  Henri  IV. 
from  the  troops  of  the  League,  1595. 
The  elder  Cond^,  disgusted  with  the 
court,  retired  hither,  1615,  and  forti- 
fied himself  against  attacks. 

From  the  agreeable  promenade  du 
ChateUier,  which  surrounds  its  walls, 
jutting  out  over  the  valley,  a  beautiful 
view  of  its  winding  stream  is  ob- 
tained. Cassini,  the  astronomer  and 
geographer,  was  a  native  of  Clermont. 

10  Laigueville. 

The  river  Oise  is  crossed  at  Creil, 
a  town  of  1500  inhabitants,  on  its  1. 
bank.  Only  the  foundations  of  a 
tower  remain  of  the  old  Castie  in 
.which  Charles  VI.  was  shut  up  du- 
ring his  madness.  It  stood  on  the 
island  below  the  bridge,  but  was  de- 
stroyed at  the  Revolution. 
,  There  is  a  large  delft  manufactory 
at  or  near  Creil. 

A  monotonously  strtught  road 
through  an  avenue  of  trees,  partly 
(skirting  the  forest,  leads  to 

12  ChantiUy  (Inns:  H.  du  Bourbon 
Conde,  not  good;  H.  d'Angle- 
terre),  a  town  of  2524  inhabitants. 
.The  splendid  chateau  built  by  the 
great  Cond^  where  he  spent  his  latter 
jrears,  after  retiring  from  military  life, 
in  the  society  of  Racine,  Boileau, 
Bossuet,  and  the  other  literary  men 
of  his  age,  was  levelled  by  the  mob  at 
the  Revolution.  The  stables  remain 
-—a  splendid  pile,  capable  of  lodging 
180  horses. 

He  took  great  pride  in  this  beauti- 
ful retreat,  and  pleasure  in  embellish- 
ing  it;  and  when  Louis  XIV.,  who 
bad  a  claim  on  it,  indicated  a  desire 
to  obtain  possession,  he  said,  "  Vous 
^tes  le  maitre  :  mais  j'ai  une  grace  k 
demander  i  V.  M.,  c*est  de  me  laisser 
k  ChantiUy  commevotre  concierge;  ** 
and  the  king  had  the  moderation 
not  to  interfere.  His  affairs  were 
never  in  a  more  desperate  condition 
than  at  the  moment  when  he  was 
honoured  by  a  visit  from  his  cousin 
and  sovereign,  1671 ;  nevertheless,  no- 


thing could  exceed  the  magnifieence 
of  the  entertainment,  rendered  mono* 
rable  by  the  suicide  of  le  Grand  Vatel, 
the  cook,  who  ran  himself  through 
with  his  sword  in  despair  because 
the^fish  did  not  arrive  in  time  for  din- 
ner.* 

In  spite  of  the  devastation  of  the 
Revolution,  ChantiUy  is  by  no  means 
stripped  of  interest,  nor  of  souvenirs 
of  its  most  distinguished  owner.  A 
noble  author  f,  who  visited  it  in  1841f 
has  touchingly  described  its  vast  na- 
tural forest,  its  limpid  and  purling 
streams,  its  green  Arbele  poplars, 
which  have  taken  root  in  the  ruins  of 
the  Grand  Chateau,  and  now  quite 
overshadow  them,  its  greenturf  drives, 
and  its  hedges  of  hawthorn.  The  Petit 
Chdteau  still  existing,  is  full  of  memo- 
rials of  Cond6 ;  and  its  gardens,  re- 
stored in  excdlent  taste,  are  once 
more  perfumed  by  the  blossoms  of  its 
beautiful  orange  grove,  and  glittering 
with  the  most  brilliant  flowers.  Since 
the  mysterious  death  of  its  late 
owner,  the  Due  de  Bourbon,  the  last 
of  the  line  of  Cond^,  ChantUly  has  be- 
come the  property  of  the  Due  d*Au-* 
male,  fourth  son  of  Louis  Philippe* 
An  Hospital,  built  and  endowed  by 
the  deceased  Prince  de  Cond^,  re- 
mains a  monument  of  his  munificence 
to  the  town. 

The  park  and  grounds  are  very 
beautiful,  and,  as  well  as  the  chateau 
and  stable,  are  readily  shown  to 
strangers.  Tbe  forest  adjoining  them 
has  an  extent  of  6700  acres.  Races 
are  held  here  in  the  month  of  May. 

The  body  of  tbe  aged  Admiral 
Coligny,  the  noblest  victim  of  the 
massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  after 
having  been  hung  up  by  the  heels  on 
the  gallows  of  Montfaucon,  was  se- 
cretly brought  hither  by  Montmo- 
rency, and  buried  in  the  parish  church, 
without  the  head,  which.was  conveyed 
to  Catherine  de  Medicis. 

ChantiUy  is  famed  for  its  silk  lace 

*  See  Mad.  de  Sevign§. 
t  La  Vie  du  Grand  Cond6,  par  le  Vicomtc 
de  Mabon.    1842. 
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(blonde,  so  called  f^om  the  light 
colonr,)  made  here,  to  a  less  extent 
in  the  town  itself  than  in  the  20  or 
80  neighbouring  communes,  the  ar- 
tificers being  women  and  children. 
The  manufacture  was  originally  esta- 
blished 1710,  by  M.  Moreau.  There 
are  now  7  large  establishments ;  but 
they  only  give  out  the  patterns  and 
materials :  the  work  is  executed  at  the 
homes  of  the  lace-makers. 

In  the  midst  of  the  forest  of  Chan- 
tilly,  not  fer  from  the  Etangs  de 
Commelle,  is  a  pretty  little  Gothic 
building,  flanked  by  4  towers  at  the 
comers,  called  Chdteau  de  la  Loge  de 
Vtarmesj  built,  it  is  siud,  by  Queen 
Blanche  of  Castille,  mother  of  St. 
liouis,  in  the  style  of  the  Sainte  Cha- 
pelle,  and  at  the  same  time.  Its 
carved  ornaments  of  snakes,  frogs, 
lizards,  snails,  intermixed  with  foliage 
<H>mposed  of  water  plants,  are  appro- 
priate to  the  aquatic  site :  it  was 
probably  built  for  a  fishing  house. 
It  was  restored  carefully  in  1826. 
Not  fiir  from  this  is  the  ruined 
Cistercian  Abbey  of  Rayaumont, 
founded  by  St.  liouis,  and  now  con< 
verted  into  a  cotton  mill.  The  valley 
of  the  Oise  in  this  vicinity  is  very 
rich  and  fine. 

10  Luzarches.  Remains  of  an  an- 
cient castle  of  the  French  kings  are 
said  to  exist  here. 

10  Ecouen.  The  chief  building  is 
the  chdteau  of  the  Montmorency  fa- 
mily, built  in  the  reign  of  Francis  I., 
now  the  property  of  the  Due  d*Au- 
tnale,  and  converted  into  a  maison 
succursale  to  the  legion  of  honour. 

Soon  after  leaving  Ecouen,  a  fine 
view  of  Paris  presents  itself. 

9  St  Denis,  in  Route  2, 

9  Paris.  See  Galignani*s  Guide 
to  Paris,  and  p.  22. 

ROUTE  2. 

CAU^IS  TO  PARIS    BY    BOULOGNE,  ABBE- 
VILLE, BEAUVAIS,  AND  ST.  DENIS. 

270kilom.  »  167iEng.  m. 


MdDepoite  daily  in  18  hours;  takes 
2  passengers.  2  diiigeneet  daily  from 
Calais ;  2  more  diligences  from  Bou- 
logne. It  takes  25  hours  to  post 
from  Calais  to  Paris,  exclusive  of 
stoppages. 

Calais.  —  Inns  :  H.  Dessin ;  very 
good.  The  bed-room  in  which  the 
author  of  the  Sentimental  Journey 
slept  is  still  marked  Sterne*s  Room; 
and  that  occupied  by  Sir  Walter  Scott 
is  also  ticketed  with  his  respected 
name.  Quillac*s  Hotel.  Hotel  Meu- 
rice;  no  connection  with  the  house 
of  the  same  name  at  Paris,  but  tole- 
rably good  and  clean.  The  preference 
generally  given  to  Boulogne  begins 
to  diminish  the  custom  of  the  hotel- 
keepers  ;  and  this  circumstance  leads 
them  to  seek  to  indemnify  themselves 
by  an  increase  of  prices.  10  francs  is 
the  common  charge  for  landing  or 
shipping  a  4-wheeled  carriage. 

For  useful  infoimation  on  landing 
in  France,  see  Introduction. 

Calais  has  12,508  inhabitants ;  it  is 
a  fortress  of  the  2nd  class,  situated  in 
a  most  barren  and  unpicturesque  dis- 
trict, with  sandhills  raised  by  the  wind 
and  sea  on  the  one  side,  and  morasses 
on  the  other,  contributing  considerably 
to  its  military  strength,  but  by  no 
means  to  the  beauty  of  its  position. 
An  English  traveller  of  the  time  of 
James  I.  described  it  as  "  a  beggarly, 
extorting  town ;  monstrous  dear  and 
sluttish."  In  the  opinion  of  many» 
this  description  holds  good  down  to 
the  present  time. 

The  harbour  is  not  so  deep  as  that 
of  Boulogne.  Passengers  must  some- 
times land  in  boats,  and  wait  for 
their  baggage  until  the  steamer  can 
enter. 

Except  to  an  Englishman  setting 
his  foot  for  the  first  time  on  the  Con- 
tinent, to  whom  every  thing  is  novel, 
Calais  has  little  that  is  remarkable  to 
show.  After  an  hour  or  two  it  be- 
comes tiresome,  and  a  traveller  will 
do  well  to  quit  it  as  soon  as  he  has 
cleared  his  baggage  from  the  custom- 
house, and  procured  the  signature  of 
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the  police  to  his  passport,  which«  if 
he  be  pressed  for  time,  will  be  done 
almost  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or 
night,  so  as  not  to  delay  his  departure. 
It  b  necessary  to*  be  aware  of  this,  as 
the  commissionaires  of  the  hotels 
will  sometimes  endeavour  to  detain  a 
i^tranger,  under  pretence  of  not  being 
nble  to  get  his  passport  signed.  Tlie 
pwner  of  the  passport  must  repair  to 
the  police  office  himself  to  have  it 
Tis^.  Travellers  not  intending  to  go 
to  Paris,  but  merely  passing  through 
the  country,  on  the  way  to  Ostend, 
Brussels,  or  Marseilles,  are  not  com- 
pelled to  exchange  their  passport  for 
9  passe  provisoire.  See  Passports  : 
Introduction,  Persons  unprovided 
with  a  passport  may  procure  one 
from  the  British  Consul  for  4«.  6d. 

Calais  has  of  late  become  a  ma- 
nufacturing town  ;  the  bobbin- net 
(tulle)  trade  flourishes  in  rivalry  of 
that  of  England ;  numerous  miUs 
have  sprung  up ;  steam-engines  are 
multiplying,  and  the  inner  ramparts 
have  been  removed,  to  make  way  for 
factories.  The  gates  remain  open  all 
night.  Water  is  scarce  here,  and 
throughout  Artois.  55  millions  of 
eggs  are  exported  hence  to  England 
annually. 

The  Pier  of  Calais  is  an  agreeable 
promenade,  nearly  |  mile  long.  It  is 
decorated  with  a  pillar,  raised  to  com- 
memorate the  return  of  Louis  XVIII. 
to  France,  which  originally  bore  this 
inscription :  -**  | 

«*  Le  24  Avril,  1814,  S.  M.  Louis 
XVIII.  d^barqua  vis-a-vis  de  cette 
colonne,  et  &t  enfin  rendu  a  Tamour 
des  Fran9ais;  pour  en  perp^tuer  le 
souvenir,  la  ville  de  Calais  a  61ev6  ce 
monument.** 

"  As  an  additional  means  of  per- 
petuating this  remembrance,  a  brazen 
plate  had  been  let  into  the  pavement, 
Upon  the  precise  spot  where  his  foot 
first  touched  the  soU.  It  was  the  left ; 
and  an  English  traveller  noticed  it  in 
his  journal  as  a  sinistrous  omen,  that 
when  Louis  le  D^sir^,  after  his  exile, 
stepped  on  France,  he  did  not  put  the 


right  foot  foremost.** -^QKar^^r^  Re* 
view.  At  the  revolution  of  July^ 
both  inscription  and  footmark  were  at 
once  obliterated  by  the  mob  ;  and  the 
pillar  now  stands  a  monument  merely 
of  the  mutability  of  French  opinions 
and  dynasties. 

The  principal  gate  leading  from 
the  sea-side  into  the  town  is  that 
introduced  by  Hogarth  into  his  welU 
known  picture.  It  was  built  by 
Cardinal  Richelieu,  1685. 

No  one  needs  to  be  reminded  of  the 
interesting  incidents  of  the  Siege  of 
Calais  by  Edward  III.^  which  lasted 
1 1  months,  and  of  the  heroic  devotion 
of  Eustace  de  St.  Pierre  and  his  5 
companions.  Few,  perhaps,  are  aware 
that  the  heroes  of  Calais  not  only 
went  unrewarded  by  their  own  king 
and  countrymen,  but  were  compelled 
to  beg  their  bread  in  misery  through 
France.  Calais  remained  in  the  hands 
of  the  English  more  than  200  years, 
ft'om  1347  to  1558,  when  it  was  taken 
by  the  Duke  de  Guise.  It  was  the 
last  relic  of  the  Gallic  dominions  of 
the  Plantagenets,  which,  at  one  time, 
comprehended  the  half  of  France; 
Calais  was  dear  to  the  English  as  the 
prize  of  the  valour  of  their  forefathers, 
rather  than  from  any  real  value  it 
possessed. 

The  English  traveller  should  lo(rfc 
at  the  Hotel  de  Guise,  originally  the 
guUdhall  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen 
of  the  "  staple  of  wool*'  established 
here  by  Edward  III.,  1363.  It  has 
many  vestiges  of  English  Tudor  ar- 
chitecture. Henry  VIII.  used  to 
lodge  in  it. 

In  the  great  Market  Place  stands 
the  Hotel  de  ViUe  (Town  Hall),  In 
it  are  situated  the  police  offices.  In 
front  of  it  are  placed  busts  of  St. 
Pierre;  of  the  Ducde  Guise,  sumamed 
Balafr^,  who  conquered  the  town  fix>m 
the  English ;  and  of  the  Cardinal  de 
Richelieu,  who  built  the  Citadel  on  the 
W.  of  the  town :  above  it  rises  a  belfry, 
containing  the  chimes.  In  the  same 
square  is  a  tower,  which  serves  as  a 
land-mark  by  day  and  a  light-house 
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by  mglit»  to  point  'out  to  sailors  the 
entrance  of  the  harboiir. 

The  principal  Church  was  built  at 
the  tine  when  the  English  were  mas- 
ters of  Calais.  It  is  handsome,  and 
surmounted  by  a  stately  tower  and 
short  steeple,  which  merit  notice. 
-  Lady  Hamilton  (Nelson's  Emma) 
18  buried  in  the  public  cemetery  out- 
side the  town,  on  the  road  to  Bou- 
logne ;  she  died  here  in  great  misery. 

The  walla  round  the  town,  and  the 
pier  jutting  out  nearly  f  mile  from  the 
shore,  are  admirable  promenades,  and 
eommand  a  distinct  view  of  the  white 
elifls  of  England,-— a  tantalising  sight 
to  the  English  exiles,  fugitives  from. 
creditors,  or  eompdled  from  other 
causes  to  leave  their  homes;  a  nu- 
merous class,  both  here  and  at  Bou- 
logne. There  are  many  of  our  coun- 
trymen besides,  who  reside  merely  for 
file  purpose  of  economising ;  so  that 
the  place  is  half  Anglicised,  and  our 
language  is  generally  spoken. 

There  is  a  small  theatre  here. 

CaUus  is  one  of  those  places  where 
the  fraternity  of  CourierM  have  a  sta- 
tion. Travellers  should  be  cautioned 
not*  to  engine  one  unless  the  land- 
lord of  an  hotel,  or  some  other  re- 
spectable and  responsible  person,  give 
bim  a  ebaracter  derived  frt>m  penonal 
knowledge ;  as  many  of  these  couriers 
remain  at  Calais  only  because  some 
previous  act  of  misconduct  prevents 
them  showing  their  faces  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  Channel.  The  inn 
yards  are  generally  well  stocked  with 
carriages  to  be  let  or  sold ;  they  are 
mostly  old  and  rickety  vehicles,  and 
the  hire  demanded  for  them  nearly 
equals  that  for  which  an  excellent 
carriage  may  be  obtained  in  London. 

Slectm  boats  2  every  day  to  Dover, 
The  French  vessel  on  the  arrival  of 
the  Paris  mail,  about  10  a.  m. ;  the 
English  according  to  the  tide.  The 
Average  passage  is  3J  hours.  Fare, 
10».  ed.  Carriages,  21.  2*.  Steamers 
go  direct  to  London  several  times  a 
week,  in  10§  or  12  hours. 

Mallepoite  daily  to  Paris  (see  p.  9. ). 


IHUgencet  daily  to  Paris  and  Bou« 
logne — to  Lille,  Toumay,  and  Brus- 
sels —  to  Lille  and  Courtrai,  to  meet 
the  Belgian  Railway— >to  Dunkirk— 
to  St.  Omer. 

To  the  flat  land  immediately  about 
Calais  succeeds  a  luUy  tract,  unen*^ 
closed  and  uninteresting,  which  con- 
tinues as  fiir  as  Boulogne. 

IS  Haut  Buisson. 

The  poor  village  Wissant,  on  tfa^ 
sea  shore,  about  4  m.  N.  of  this,  is 
supposed  to  be  the  Portut  Ititu  of  the 
Romans,  the  spot  where  Julius  Caesar 
embarked  for  the  conquest  of  Great 
Britain.  Roman  remains  are  found 
in  the  neighbourhood.  The  harbour 
has  long  since  been  blocked  up  with 
sand. 

8  Marquise,  a  town  of  2000  inha- 
bitants, having  in  its  neighbourhood 
mines  of  coal  and  iron  of  no  great 
importance,  and  quarries  of  a  coarse 
grey  marble. 

Ambleteuse,  another  poor  village  on 
the  coast,  deserves  mention  only  as  the 
spot  where  James  II.  disembarked^ 
Jan.  5.  1689.  In  the  churchyard 
of  Wimille,  at  the  road  side,  3  miles 
from  Boulogne,  the  two  unfortunate 
aeronauts  Pil&tre  de  Rosier  and  Ro- 
main  are  btkried ;  the  balloon  in  which 
they  had  ascended  from  Boulogne 
(1785),  intending  to  cross  the  chan- 
nel, caught  fire  at  an  elevation  of 
8,600  ft.  above  the  ground,  and  they 
were  miserably  dashed  to  pieces.  An 
obelisk  has  been  erected  to  their  me* 
mory. 

Prince  Louis  Buonaparte  landed 
at  Wimereux,  August,  1840,  on  his 
foolish  attempt  upon  Boulogne. 

The  road,  previous  to  descending 
fit>m  the  open  high  ground,  passes 
close  to  a  fort  thrown  up  by  Napo- 
leon in  1804;  beyond  which,  about 
200  yards  on  the  rt.,  rises  the  Napo- 
leon column  (see  p.  15.) 

A  rapid  descent  leads  under  the 
walls  of  the  old  'town  into  the  lower 
or  new  town  of 
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eomlbrtable ;  a  good  cuisine  and  table 
d*h6tc  at  4  fir.    Hotel  du  Nord,  also 

food.  Hotel  d'Angleterre,  moderate. 
I.  de  Londres.  H.  de  la  Marne. 
Boulogne  sur  Mer  is  a  sea-port 
in  the  channel  or  Pas  de  Calais, 
on  the  estuary  of  a  small  stream,  the 
Liiane,  which  forms  a  tide  harbour, 
flanked  on  either  side  by  wooden 
piers  stretching  out  as  fiur  as  low- 
water  mark.  It  was  the  Roman 
Gessoriacum.  ^The  old  town  oc- 
cupies the  summit  of  a  hill,  on  which 
it  was  built  for  security  in  ancient 
times,  and  it  is  still  encircled  by  its 
feudal  ramparts,  and  entered  by  ca- 
vernous gateways.  The  new,  or 
Basse  Ville,  stretching  down  the  slopes 
of  the  hills  which  border  the  harbour, 
and  under  the  brown  cli£&  which 
partly  line  it,  is  the  chief  seat  of 
commerce,  and  contains  the  best  hotels, 
streets,  and  i^ops. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  is 
29)145,  among  whom  arc  at  least 
5,000  permanent  English  residents; 
indeed  Boulogne,  having  the  advan- 
tage of  being  within  12  hours  of 
Xtondon,  has  become,  since  the  peace, 
one  of  the  chief  British  colonies 
abroad;  and,  by  a  singular  reci- 
procity, on  the  very  spot  whence 
Napoleon  proposed  the  invasion  of 
our  shores,  his  intended  victims  have 
quietly  taken  possession  and  settled 
themselves  down.  The  town  is  en- 
riched by  English  money;  warmed, 
lighted,  and  smoked  by  English  coal ; 
English  signs  and  advertisements  de- 
corate every  other  shop  door,  inn, 
tavern,  and  lodging-house;  and  almost 
every  third  person  you  meet  is  either 
a  countryman  or  speaking  our  lan- 
guage; while  the  outskirts  of  the 
town  are  enlivened  by  villas  and 
country-houses,  somewhat  in  the  style 
and  taste  of  those  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  channel.  There  are  at  least  120 
boarding-schools  (pensionnats)  for 
youth  of  both  sexes,-  many  of  them 
under  English  managers. 

X«  Port.  The  margin  of  the  har- 
bour concentrates  the  chief  bustle  and 


business ;  here  is  the  landing  place  of 
the  packets,  and  the  Domane,  whither 
passengers  are  first  conveyed  on  their 
arrival  to  deliver  their  [passports,  and 
to  be  visited  by  the  custom-house 
officers. 

Almost  all  the  1300  vessels  be- 
longing to*Boulogne  are  engaged  in 
fishery,  and  the  arrival  and  departure 
of  the  boats  collects  a  crowd  of  fisher- 
men and  fisherwives  in  their  singular 
and  picturesque  costume,  such  as  the 
pencils  of  Prout  and  Stanfield  are 
wont  to  portray.  These  people  oc- 
cupy a  distinct  quarter  of  the  town 
on  the  North  side  of  the  harbour,  the 
streets  of  which  are  draped  with  nets 
hung  out  from  the  fronts  of  the 
houses  to  dry,  and  in  dress  and  man- 
ners are  distinct  from  the  rest  of  the 
inhabitants,  speaking  a  peculiar  patois, 
and  rarely  intermarrying.  They  are 
an  industrious  and  very  hard-working 
race,  especially  the  women,  and  very 
religious ;  the  perils  and  vicissitudes 
of  their  hard  life  reminding  them 
more  nearly  than  other  classes  of 
their  dependence  on  Providence.  The 
Boulogpie  fishing  boats  are  the  largest 
and  best  worked  in  the  channel.  A 
great  number  repair  annually  to  the 
coast  of  Scotland  for  the  herring 
fishery,  and  some  go  as  far  as  Shet- 
land and  Iceland. 

The  depth  of  water  at  high  tides 
varies  between  16  and  24  feet.  The 
present  entrance  to  the  harbour  waa 
formed  1829  somewhat  to  the  W. 
of  the  old,  and  allows  the  packets  to 
enter  l\  hour  earlier  and  later  than 
in  the  old.  It  is  flanked  on  either 
side  by  wooden  piers,  that  which  pro- 
jects from  the  end  of  the  quay  forming 
a  pleasant  walk  when  the  tide  is  in. 
The  number  of  persons  who  disem- 
bark here  annually  amounts  to  56,000 
or  60,000,  and  hence  the  chief  source 
of  the  prosperity  of  Boulogne. 

On  one  side  of  the  harbour,  on  the 
margin  of  a  fine  sandy  beach,  is  the 
Etdblissement  des  Bainst  a  showy 
building,  fronted  with  colonnades, 
containing  subscription,  ball,  and  read- 
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ing  rooms.  In  front  is  drawn  up 
in  long  amy  a  number  of  genuine 
bathing  machines  (voitures  baignoires), 
the  only  ones  of  the  sort  to  be  found 
in  Fiance.  Boulogne  is  much  re- 
sorted to  in  summer  as  a  watering- 
place»  both  by  the  Parisians  and 
English,  on  accoimt  of  sea-bathing, 
Ibr  which  it  is  well  adapted,  haying 
a  fine  sandy  beach. 

On  the  opposite  (1. )  side  of  the  har- 
bour is  a  semicircular  basin,  dug  out 
of  the  sand  by  Napoleon,  to  contain 
the  celebrated  flotilla  of  flat-bottomed 
boats  intended  by  him  to  transport 
an  invading  French  army  to  the  coasts 
of  England,  but  happily  not  destined 
to  reach  our  shores. 

The  Rue  de  VEcu,  running  parallel 
with  the  Liane,  and  the  Grande  Rue» 
ascending  the  hill  towards  the  upper 
town,  contain  some  of  the  best  shops. 
About  half-way  up  the  Grande  Rue 
is  the  Musettm  (in  a  building  which 
was  previous  to  the  Revolution  the 
Grande  S^minaire).  It  deservedly 
ranks  amongst  the  best  provincial  col- 
lections  in  France,  is  highly  creditable 
to  the  town,  and  owes  a  large  part  of 
its  contents  to  private  donations. 
The  series  of  arms,  dresses,  imple- 
ments, weapons,  &c.  of  various  na- 
tions, mcluding  the  full  dress  of  a 
Ijapland  lady  given  by  Admiral  Rosa- 
mef,  is  Yerj  extensive.  Here  is  an 
imaginary  model  of  the  Tower  of 
Caligula,  which  stood  on  the  heights 
above  the  town ;  also  engravings  of 
the  siege  of  Boulogne  under  Henry 
VIII. ;  a  curfew  of  earthenware ; 
some  curious  fragments  of  sculpture 
of  the  15th  and  16th  centuries  from 
churches,  &c. ;  a  Last  Judgment,  a  bas- 
relief  carved  in  wood  very  elaborately ; 
an  extensive  series  of  medals,— -among 
them  that  celebrated  one,  which  took 
too  much  for  granted,  struck  by  Na- 
poleon 1804,  and  bearing  the  in- 
scription "  Descente  en  Angleterre,*' 
«<  Frapp^  a  Londres,"  of  which  three 
impressions  alone  are  said  to  exist, 
the  die  having  been  destroyed.  The 
quantity  of  Roman  antiquities,  of  pot- 


tery, glatt,  bronsesy  ooins,  utensils  of 
various  kinds,  found  in  and  about  the 
town  by  excavations,  is  very  remark- 
able, as  well  as  their  good  preservation. 
In  digging  the  foundations  of  the  Ab- 
battoir  on  the  road  to  Paris,  a  multitude 
of  vases  and  other  objects,  with  moie 
than  ISOO  medals,  relics  of  the  Roman 
Bononia  or  Gessoriacum,  camo  to  light, 
and  have  been  deposited  here.  A  col- 
lection of  siege  pieces,  or  coins  struck 
in  haste  in  besieged  towns,  is  curious^ 
as  well  as  a  series  of  French  Assignats, 
or  paper  money  issued  at  the  Revo- 
lution. The  museum  possesses  a 
mununy  pronounced  by  Champollion 
one  of  the  finest  in  Europe,  for  the 
number  and  brilliancy  of  its  paint- 
ings, &c. ;  it  was  brought  from  Biban 
el  Molouk  by  Deoon. 

Persons  interested  in  ttatural  hiS" 
tory  will  find  collections  in  all  de- 
partments, by  no  means  contemptible 
in  extent  or  preservation.  The  geo- 
logy of  the  district  is  illustrated  by  a 
large  series  of  specimens,  including  the 
ironstone  of  the  Boulonnois,  the  mar- 
ble of  Marquise  (lower  oolite),  and  the 
coal.  Of  the  Picfare  Gallery  much 
cannot  be  said,  but  there  are  one  or 
two  tolerable  modern  paintings;  a 
good  sea  piece  by  Dt  la  Croix. 

The  museum  is  open  to  the  public 
Tliursday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  from 
10  to  4;  strangers  may  obtain  ad- 
mission on  other  days  by  giving  a 
small  fee  to  the  concierge.  Under  the 
same  roof  is  the  Public  Library^  con- 
taining 22,000  volumes  and  3000 
MSS.,  many  of  them  rare  and  richly 
illuminated. 

The  Old  Toum  of  Boulogne,  on  the 
summit  of  the  hill,  retains  its  three 
arched  gateways,  and  the  ancient  ram- 
parts which  defi;nded  it  in  the  15th 
century,  but  offered  a  vain  resistance 
to  the  assaults  and  cannonading  of 
the  army  of  Henry  VIII.  The  town 
was  restored,  however,  to  Henri  II.  of 
France  by  the  English  (1550),  in  the 
the  reign  of  Edward  VI.,  by  treaty, 
upon  payment  of  40,000  livres.  In 
consideration  of  this  a  bronze  bust  of 
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Henri  (by  David)  decorates  the  es- 
planade outside  the  gate  Des  Dunes. 
The  Ramparts  form  an  airy  and  agree- 
able walk,  running  uninterruptedly 
round  the  town,  and  commanding 
views  in  all  directions,  over  the  sea 
and  port,  over  the  high  ground  to  the 
E.,  occupied  in  turn  by  the  camps  of 
Caligula,  Henry  VI IT.,  and  Napo- 
leon, and  along  the  roads  to  Calais  and 
Paris.  In  one  comer  of  the  walls  is 
the  oldlCitadeUe,  flanked  by  high  round 
towers,  and  divided  from  the  town  by 
a  fosse,  but  now  much  modernised 
externally,  and  converted  into  a  bar- 
rack. In  the  midst  of  the  old  town, 
behind  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  rises  the 
antique  tower  of  the  Beffroi. 

The  Cathedral,  a  large  modem 
building  of  Grecian  architecture,  has 
been  in  progress  since  1827,  being 
built  by  subscription,  on  the  site  of  a 
Gothic  one  pulled  down  at  the  Re- 
volution. Two  ranges  of  curious 
stunted  pint's,  dating  probably  from 
the  11th  century,  which  belonged  to 
a  crypt  under  the  old  church,  have 
recently  been  discovered  beneath  the 
new  one. 

There  are  several  Nunneries  in  the 
old  town  ;  that  of  the  Ursulines  is  at 
No.  2.  Rue  de  la  Paille.  The  sisters, 
40  or  50  in  number,  instruct  a  pen- 
sion 'for  young  ladies.  The  Soeurs 
de  Bon  Secours  (Rue  St.  Martin, 
No.  20. )  Jdevote  themselves  to  attend 
on  the  sick,  and  their  services  are 
much  esteemed  by  the  poor. 

Le  Sage,  the  autJior  of  Gil  Bias,  who 
repaired  to  Boulogne  in  the  latter 
years  of  his  life  to  stay  with  his  son, 
a'canon  of  the  cathedral,  died  1747, 
in  a  house.  No.  3.  Rue  du  Chateau, 
as  an  inscription  over  the  door  points 
out.  The  existing  building,  however, 
is  of  much  more  recent  date,  and  only 
occupies  the  site  of  the  original  house. 
Churchill  the  poet  also  died  at  Bou- 
logne, whither  he  had  come  on  a  visit 
to  John  Wilkes,  then  a  voluntary 
exile  from  England.  Attempts  made 
by  the  priests  to  obtain  access  to  the 
dying  man,  in  order  to  convert  him 


to  popery,  were  stoutly  repelled  by 
Wilkes. 

There  are  2  English  Cupels  here  ;— 
in  the  Rue  St.  Martin  in  the  Haute 
Ville,  and  in  the  Rue  du  Temple;  the 
latter,  built  by  subscription  of  the  Eng- 
lish (1828),  is  capable  of  containii^ 
1000  persons:  —service  at  11  and  3 
<Ni  Sundays. 

The  Poste  aux  Lettres  is  at  No.  28. 
Rue  des  VieDlards ;  it  is  open  from  8 
A.  M.  to  8  r.  M.  The  British  Consul 
resides  in  Rue  des  Vieillards. 

Stubbs,  Rue  de  I'Ecu,  has  an  Eng^ 
Ksh  reading  room  and  circulating 
library. 

The  office  for  passports  is  open  frt>m 
10  to  2 ;  but  passports  are  counter- 
signed at  later  hours,  in  case  of 
urgency. 

On  the  very  edge  of  the  cliff)  just 
above  the  sea-baths,  a  little  to  the  E.  of 
the  port,  are  the  scanty  remains  of  solid 
brick  walls  known  as  La  Tour  «f  Ordre 
(Turris  Ardens,  t.e.  light  tower)  sup- 
posed to  be  the  foundations  of  a  tower 
built  by  Caligula  the  Roman  em- 
peror, A.  D.  40,  when  he  marched  to 
the|shore  of  the  Channel  with  an  army 
of  1 00,000  men,  boasting  that  he  in- 
tended to  invade  the  opposite  coast  of 
Britain,  but  contenting  himself  with 
gathering  a  few  shells,  which  he  called 
the  spoils  of  the  ocean.  The  tower  is 
supposed  to  have  been  intended  for  a 
lighthouse,  but  the  remains  are  very 
scanty,  and  frova  the  falling  of  the 
cliffy  even  these  are  likely  soon  to 
disappear. 

On  the  same  heights,  18  centuries 
later,  another  emperor  —  Napoleon 
—  encamped  an  army  of  more  than 
1 80,000  men,  designed  to  invade  Eng- 
land, and  placed  under  the  command 
of  Soult,  Ney,  Davoust,  and  Victor. 
Buonaparte  himself,  during  his  visits 
to  the  camp,  occupied  a  temporary 
barraque,  which  was  raised  within 
a  few  yards  of  the  Roman  tower. 
Thence  he  could  survey  his  flotilla  of 
2,400  transports  and  flat-bottomed 
boats,  and  the  shore  on  either  side 
of  the  town,  both  under  the  clifiP  and 
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upon  the  heights,  bristling  with  bat- 
teries of  cannon  and  mortars ;  while, 
in  the  distance,  the  vigilant  fleets  of 
Bngland  hovered  incessantly.  In 
one  instance  Nelson  approached  near 
enough  to  bombard  the  town  and 
sink  two  of  the  floating  batteries. 
*'  Boulogne,!'  he  writes,  "  was  cer- 
tainly not  a  pleasant  place  that  morn- 
ing ;  but  it  is  not  my  wish  to  injure 
the  poor  inhabitants  and  the  town  is 
spared  as  much  as  the  service  will 
admit."  It  is  stated,  however,  that 
most  oli  the  bombs  fell  short,  and  that 
in  excavating  the  new  harbour  many 
tons  of  them  were  dug  out.  He  after- 
wards made  an  unsuccessful  attempt 
with  the  boats  of  his  squadron  to  out 
out  the  flotilla  in  the  teeth  of  the 
batteries,  and  burn  it.  Another  at- 
tempt, in  1804,  to  bum  the  flotilla 
with  flre-ships,  made  by  Lord  Keith, 
was  attended  with  no  better  result. 

The  flotilla  of  Boulogne  formed 
only  part  of  the  deeply  laid  scheme 
of  Napoleon  for  the  destruction  of 
England  He  designed  to  collect  to- 
gether the  combined  fleets  of  France, 
Spain,  and  HoUand,  which  for  years 
previously  he  had  been  constructing 
in  the  harbours  of  Antwerp,  Brest, 
Cadiz,  and  the  Mediterranean,  and 
with  a  squadron  of  70  ships  of  the 
line  to  sweep  the  channel  of  the 
British.  Under  cover  of  this  vast 
armament  he  intended  to  have  crossed 
over  with  the  army  of  Boulogne,  ex- 
pecting to  reach  London  in  5  days, 
where  he  designed  to  have  proclaimed 
parliamentary  reform,  abolishing  the 
monarchy,  and  the  house  of  peers, 
and  substituting  a  republic  1!  The 
troops  of  the  Boulogne  expedition 
were  so  nicely  drilled,  and  every  man 
so  accurately  informed  of  the  boat 
which  was  to  transport  him,  that  in 
lOJ  minutes  25,000 were  embarked; 
—  and  relanded  and  drawn  up  on  the 
shore  again  in  13  minutes  more.  The 
whole  of  these  projects  and  combin- 
ations, however,  were  scattered  to  the 
winds;  the  fleet  of  England,  under 
Sir  Robt.  Calder,  prevented  the  junc- 


tion of  those  of  the  enemy,  wad 
Nelson  finally  annihilated  them  at 
Tra&lgar. 

A  conspicuous  memorial  of  this 
projected,  but  unaceompliahed  in« 
vasion,  exists  at  the  distance  of  nearly 
a  mile  firom  the  town  in  the  CUbmic 
NapoiUony  which  surmounts  the  heighti 
traversed  by  the  road  to  Calais.  It 
was  begun  by  the  grand  army  as- 
sembled for  the  invasion  of  Englandf 
as  a  monumoit  to  their  leader  and 
emperor.  The  first  stone  was  laid  by 
Marshal  Soult,  1804;  but  its  con* 
struction  was  discontinued  after  the 
departure  of  the  troops,  and  the  with- 
drawal of  the  subscriptions  whieh 
they  contributed  out  of  their  pay. 
Under  Louis  XVIII.  it  was  resumed, 
with  the  ostensible  design  of  eom- 
memorating  the  restoration  of  the 
Bourbons.  In  consequence,  how« 
ever,  of  the  revolution  of  July  it  has 
resumed  its  original  destination ;  and 
having  been  purged  of  oarved  fleuraa 
de-lis  and  royalist  inscription^  was 
dedicated,  1841,  as  a  monument  to 
Buonaparte,  and  surmounted  by  d 
bronze  statue  of  him  in  his  coh)n»- 
tion  robes  by  Botio,  and  one  of  that 
sculptor's  best  works,  while  bronze 
bas-reUeft  are  destined  to  deco- 
rate the  base.  The  pillar  is  of 
the  'Done  order,  and  50  metres  s= 
164  ft.  high,  exclusive  of  the  statue 
16ft.,  and  is  constructed  of  marble 
from  the  quarries  of  Marquise.  A 
winding  stair  leads  up  to  the  top, 
whence  a  view  may  be  had  of  the 
white  clifls  of  England. 

I  m.  further,  on  the  coast,  a  mo* 
nument  of  marble  commemorates  the 
distribution  of  the  order  of  the  Legion' 
of  honour  by  Buonaparte  to  his 
troops,  during  one  of  his  visits  to  th» 
camp.  Nearer  at  hand,  attached  td 
a  small  hamlet  or  group  of  houses 
down  in  the  hollow,  is  the  chapel  of 
Jesus  FlageU6;  curious,  because  it  ex- 
hibits an  instance  of  the  practice  so 
common  in  the  Romish  church  o£ 
making  votive  offerings.  It  is  re- 
sorted to  by  the  fishermen  of  Bou-. 
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logne  and  their  fiimilies  before  they 
go  out  to  sea;  and  they  have  lined 
its  walls  with  votive  pictures,  or  even 
lithographs,  and  hung  its  roof  with 
modds  of  their  barks,  each  to  com- 
memorate some  rescue  from  the  pe- 
rils of  the  great  deep.  The  chapel, 
B  humble  modern  edifice  is  about 
\\  m.  distant  from  Boulogne. 

SUamen.  To  Dovor  daily'  in  S 
hours. 

N.  B.  The  passage  is  very  little 
longer  than  from  Calais  to  Dovor,  and 
24  m«  of  tedious  land  journey  are 
saved. 

■  To  London ;  in  summer 

almost  daily  ;  in  winter  two  or  three 
times  a  week,  in  10  or  12  hours. 

Diligences.  3  or  4  to  Paris,  in  20 
hours,  by  Beauvais ;  3  at  9  a.  m. 
Diligences  also  pass  through  from 
Calais  at  1  and  5  p.  m.  ;^but  places 
cannot  be  secured  by  them.  Diligences 
run  to  St.  Omer,  2 ;  to  Abbeville ; 
to  Calais;  to  Samer;  to  Lille  and 
Arras. 

Landing  and  embarking  at  Boulogne 
(see  Introduction).  The  porter*s 
tariff  for  conveying  luggage  from  the 
steam-boat  to  the  custom-house,  and 
thence  to  the  hotel,  or  to  the  owner's 
residence,  is  fixed  according  to  weight. 
Fr.   Cents. 

0  70    for  15  kilos  (  «  33  lbs.)  or 

under. 

1  0    for  15  to  100  kilos  (=220 

lbs.) 

1     50    for  100  kilos  and  upwards. 

For  excursions  in  the  neighbour- 
hood jackasses  (baudets)  are  much  in 
vogue. 

The  road  to  Paris,  now  macadam- 
ized nearly  all  the  way,  is  destitute 
of  interest,  if  we  except  the  churches 
at  Abbeville  and  Beauvais.  These 
two  towns  are  the  best  resting  places. 

On  quitting  Boulogne  the  road 
commands,  from  an  eminence  which 
it  ascends,  a  view  into  the  valley  of 
the  Liane  —  thenceforth  it  is  mono- 
tonous and  dull. 

15  Samer  (ruins  of  an  abbey  near 
this).     Inn,  T^te  de  Boeuf. 


8  Cormont. 

13  Montreuil  sur  Mer.  Inns  : 
Hotel  de  TEurope ;  H5tel  de  France 
et  d'Angleterre ;  Cour  de  France. 

A  second-rate  fortress,  on  a  hill 
rising  out  of  the  marshy  valley  of  the 
Cache.  It  has  a  tall  flamboyant 
church,  with  a  fine  W.  doorway  unde^ 
the  towers. 

1 4  Nampont  is  situated  within  the 
department  of  the  Somme  which  anci- 
ently formed  the  province  of  Picardy.' 

9  Bemay  (La  Poste  comfortable-^ 
J.  B.  P. ).  The  little  seaport  St.  Val- 
lery  is  visible  from  the  heights  tra- 
versed by  the  road. 

The  wood  seen  on  the  1.,  at  a 
little  distance  from  the  road,  is  a 
part  of  the  forest  of  Crecy,  the  name 
of  a  village  12  m.  from  Abbeville; 
obscure  in  itself,  but  renowned  for  a 
victory  gained  in  its  precincts,  August 
26th,  1346,  by  Edward  III.  and 
40,000  men  over  the  French  army 
of  Philip  of  Valois  100,000  strong, 
commanded  by  the  Count  d'Alen9on, 
which  still,  after  the  lapse  of  ages, 
remains  one  of  the  most  brilliant  in 
English  annals.  Here,  upon  that 
memorable  day,  to  the  winning  of 
which  the  cannon,  used  according  to 
some,  for  the  first  time,  contributed 
less  than  the  clothyard  shafb  of  the 
English  yeomen,  there  fell,  on  the 
side  of  the  French,  the  Kings  of 
Bohemia  and  Majorca,  the  Duke  of 
Lorraine,  the  Count  d'Alen9on,  the 
king's  brother,  with  1200  knights, 
1500  gentlemen,  5000  men  at  arms, 
and  30,000  infantry.  Here  it  was 
that  the  Black  Prince  gained  his 
spurs,  and  the  feathers  which  the 
princes  of  Wales  bear  to  this  day. 

7  Nouvion.  An  extensive  manu- 
factory of  beet-root  sugar  is  seen  on 
the  lefk,  2  miles  before  reaching  Abbe- 
ville. 

The  most  pleasing  view  on  the 
whole  road  is  that  of  Abbeville,  and 
of  the  fertile  vale  of  the  Somme,  in 
which  it  is  situated,  from  the  summit 
of  the  long  and  steep  descent  which 
leads  down  to  it. 
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13  AhbeviUe.  —  Inns :  Hotel  de 
TEurope,  table-dliote  dinner,  3  fr. ; 
Tete  de  Boeuf :  both  very  good. 

An  industrious  manufacturing 
tovD,  of  17,582  inhabitants,  which, 
from  its  situation  on  the  Somme,  here 
a  wide  river,  is  accessible  for  vessels  of 
150  tons.  Those  who  will  penetrate 
into  its  narrow  and  filthy  streets  will 
find  some  quaint  specimens  of  ancient 
domestic  architecture,  timber  houses, 
&c. ;  but  the  chief  object  of  interest 
which  really  ought  to  be  seen  is 
¥  The  Cathedral  oi  StWoWnm.  The 
W.  front,  and  5  first  arches  of  the  nave, 
are  a  portion'of  a  magnificent  design, 
never  carried  out,  commenced  in  the 
reign  of  Louis  XII.,  under  the  Car- 
dinal George  d*  Amboise.  The  fii9ade 
Is  a  splendid  example  of  the  flamboy- 
ant style,  consisting  of  three  gorgeous 
portals  surmounted  by  a  pediment, 
and  flanked  by  two  towers;  the 
ivhole  covered  with  the  richest  flow- 
ing tracery,  or  panelling ;  the  niches 
being  filled  with  statues.  The  cen- 
tral door  is  curiously  carved.  The 
remainder  of  the  church  is  a  mean 
continuation  of  the  first  plan. 

Diligences  go  from  Abbeville  to 
£u  and  Dieppe  (R.  18.),  to  Rouen 
and  to  Amiens. 

St.  Yalery,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Somme,  12  m.  below  Abbeville,  was 
the  port  whence  the  fleet  of  William 
the  Conqueror  set  sail  to  invade 
England.  It  is  partially  resorted  to 
as  a  watering  place.  A  steamer  runs 
at  times  between  the*port  and  London. 

About  6  m.  £.  of  Abbeville  (bad 
road)  is  the  Abbey  Church  of  St  Ei- 
quier,  a  very  splendid  and  interesting 
Gothic  edifice,  having  a  beautiful 
flamboyant  W.  front,  in  the  centre  of 
which  rises  an  elegant  tower;  while 
beneath  it  opens  the  main  portal, 
baying  statues  in  its  top  and  sides. 
**  The  details  of  the  front  are  ex- 
quisite, well  arranged,  and  well  ex- 
ecuted." The  interior  is  also  fine ; 
the  nave  flamboyant,  the  choir  appa- 
rently earlier.  On  the  walls  of  the 
treasury  are  curious  and  ancient  fres- 


coes ;  one  in  the  style  of  the  <<  Dinee 
of  Death.'* 

The  admirer  of  Gothic  architecture 
may  be  dispoaed  to  proceed  from 
Abbeville  to  Amiena»  in  order  to 
visit  its  cathedra],  one  of  the  nobletk 
Gothic  edifices  of  Franoe.  (See 
Route  1.)  A  coche  eCeau  runs  up  the 
Somme  in  summer,  but  it  is  tedious* 

The  road  thither  pawes  through 

13  Ailly  le  Haut  Clooher,  so  named 
from  its  church,  in  a  style  resembling 
early  English.  The  road  runs  nearly 
parallel  with  the  Somme,  which  it 
canalised  all  the  way  to  Amiens* 

The  Abbaye  du  Gard  is  occupied 
by  monks  of  the  order  of  La  Trappe. 

The  Somme  is  crossed  before  reach* 
ing 

20  Ficquigny.  The  chdteaUf  with 
its  terraces,  mentioned  by  Mde.  de 
Sevigne  in  her  letters,  was  built  at 
the  end  of  the  15th  century.  The 
place  gives  its  name  to  a  treaty 
signed  1475,  between  Edward  IV* 
and  Louis  XI.  The  two  monarchs 
met  on  the  bridge ;  but  so  distrustful 
of  each  other  that  a  barrier  of  stout 
pallisades  and  wooden  bars,  **  such 
as  the  cages  of  lions  are  made  of,'* 
says  De  Comines,  was  raised  to  di* 
vide  them,  leaving  space  between  the 
bars  only  wide  enough  to  allow  them 
to  shake  hands. 

13  Amiems.    (p.  5.  Route  1.) 

It  is  a  journey  of  1 6  hours  from 
Abbeville  to  Paris,  posting. 

The  Somme  is  crossed  by  two 
bridges  on  quitting  Abbeville. 

19  Airaines.     Inn,  La  Foate. 

10  Camps. 

13  Foix  (Amiennois),  which  gives 
the  title  to  the  chief  of  the  Noailles 
family.  The  road  from  Amiens  to 
Rouen  passes  through  this  place. 

14  GrandvUliers.  Hotel  d*An- 
gleterre. 

10  Marseille  (Oise).  During  this 
stage  the  scenery  is  rather  more  in- 
teresting. Vineyards  first  iq>pear  a 
little  to  the  N.  of 

19  Beauvais,  —  Inns:  Ecu  de 
France,  good ;  Hotel  d'Angleterre. 
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'''  This  is  the  «hief  town  of  the  depart- 
ment of  rOise  :  it  has  13,082  inhabi- 
tonts ;  the  central  portion  (la  Cit^)  is 
very  ancient,  still  enclosed  by  its  old 
walls,  and  many  of  the  houses  are  of 
wood  ;  the  more  modern  quarter  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  boulevard  planted  with 
tfees,  occupying  the  site  of  former 
fortifications.  The  most  conspicuous 
edifice,  and  the  principal  object  of 
curiosity  here,  is  the  Cathedral,  At 
a  distance  it  appears  a  heavy  and  un- 
couth mass,  overtopping  the  rest  of 
the  town  with  its  prominent  roofj 
which  is  supported  by  3  rows  of  fly- 
ing buttresses,  surmounted  by  double 
ranges  of  pinnacles  rising  from  broad 
buttress  walls.  It  was  commenced 
1225,  and  the  design  of  its  founders 
and  architects,  excited  to  emulation  by 
the  splendour  of  Amiens,  which  had 
been  begun  5  years  earlier,  seems  to 
have  been  to  surpass  in  vastness  and 
magnificence  all  other  Gothic  edifices. 
Iliey  miscalculated,  however,  the  re- 
sources'both  of  their  art  and  their  trea- 
sury, and  the  result  was  repeated  failure 
and  final  defeat ;  for  the  progress  of 
the  edifice  was  arrested  when  it  was 
only  half  finished,  and  it  remains  a 
mere  gigantic  choir  with  transepts. 
As  it  is,  however,  this  choir  is  the 
loftiest  in  the  world,  the  elevation  of 
the  roof  above  the  pavement  being 
153  f%.,  13  ft.  higher  than  that  of 
Amiens;  but  though  more  extraor- 
dinary, it  is  less  pleasing  than  it. 
**  The]  extension  of  its  dimensions 
upward  is  carried  to  a  degree  which 
strikes  the  spectator  as  exaggeration. 
Amiens  is  a  giant  in  repose*;  Beauvais 
a  tall  man  on  tiptoe.'*—  W,  To  in- 
crease the  wonder  of  the  building,  the 
architect  designed  to  support  it  on 
half  the  number  of  piers  employed  at 
present;  but  in  spite  of  the  iron 
braces  used  to  hold  the  piers  in  their 
places,  the  walls  bulged  out,  and  the 
roof  fell  twice.  The  only  means,  then, 
of  supporting  it  was  by  inserting  inter- 
mediate piers  in  the  wide  spaces  lefl 
between  the  original  ones.  The 
transepts  bepun  1500,  under  the  Bi- 


shop Villiers  del'Ile  Adam  (who,  as 
well  as  his  brother  the  Grand  Master 
St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  was  a  Beau- 
voisin),  by  the  architects  Jean  Waast 
and  Martin  Cambiches,  and  finished 
1555,  are  a  fine  example  of  the  flam* 
boyant  style. 

One  compartment  of  the  nave  was 
actually  begun  when  the  architects 
(moved,  it  is  said,  by  a  vain  ambition 
to  rival  the  height  of  St.  Peter's  dome, 
and  M.  Angclo's  masterpiece)  aban^ 
doned  it  to  raise  a  tower  455  fl.  high, 
which  lasted  only  5  years,  having 
tumbled  down  1573.  The  choir, 
**  though  raised  to  a  loftiness  that 
strikes  the  beholder  with  awe  and 
astonishment,  displays  the  space  be- 
tween the  tall  and  slender  pillars 
so  entirely  filled  with  glass,  that  the 
whole  range  of  windows  only  appears 
like  a  single  zone  of  light,  supported 
and  separated  by  nothing  but  narrow 
mullions  situated  at  wide  intervals.'*—': 
JSbpe. 

In  the  interior  the  effect  of  the 
admirable  painted  glass,  executed[iil 
the  best  period  of  the  art,  is  very  rich. 
That  in  the  N.  and  S.  rose  windows 
is  attributed  to  Nicholas  Lepot,  and 
that  in  some  'of  the  side  chapels  to 
Augrand  Leprince,  both  celebrated  as 
artists  in  this  line  in  the  16th  century, 
In  the  choir  are  hung  8  of  the  tapeS' 
tries  for  the  manufacture  of  which 
Beauvais  was  celebrated,  and  which 
preceded  by  3  years  that  of  Gobelins, 
The  monument,  in  the  N.  aisle  of  the 
choir,  of  Cardinal  Forbin  de  Janson 
surmounted  by  his  kneeling  effigy,  is 
by  Nicholas  Coustou,  and  of  good 
workmanship. 

The  entrances  to  the  Cathedral 
are  by  the  transepts :  the  portal  at 
the  extremity  of  the  8.  transept  i^ 
loaded  with  flamboyant  decorations^ 
though  from  the  fury  of  iconoclasts 
it  has  lost  the  statues  which'  filled 
the  niches.  It  is  surmounted  by  a 
noble  rose  window,  very  rich  tra- 
cery. The  fe9ade  of  the  N.  transept 
has  very  much  the  character  of  En- 
glish perpendicular  Gothic ;  its  por- 
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tal»  deeply  recessed,  with  feathered 
mouldiii^  to  the  arches,  retains  its 
Qriginal  carved  doors,  which  are  sut* 
mounted  by  a  bas-relief  in  the 
tympanum  of  a  genealogical  tree; 
the  escutcheons  suspended  from  the 
branches. 

One  -of  the  best  views  of  the  ca- 
thedral is  obtained  in  the  market- 
place from  the  side  of  a  corner  house, 
conspicuously  distinguished  by  the. 
three  curiously  carved  stone  pillars, 
probably  of  the  Ilth  or  12th  century, 
which  support  it 

A    ruinous    building,    called  the 
Basse  (Euvre,  on  the  W.  of  the  ca- 
thedral, occupying  part  of  the  space 
which  the  nave  would  have  covered, 
is  curious   as   one  of  the  most   an- 
cient buildings  in  France  (8th  or  9th 
century).      The  lower  part   of  the 
outer    walls   displays  masonry   with 
bonds  of  tiles,  and  tiled  arches  in  the 
manner  of  Roman  edifices.     The  su- 
perstructure served  as  a  church  in  the 
10th  century;  in  Its  interior  square 
piers  support  plain  round  arches.     It 
seems  never  to  have  had  a  stone  roof. 
.    St.    Stephen's   Church,     The  nave 
exhibits    the    transition    from    Ro- 
manesque to  Gothic ;  it  is  very  plaing 
with  round  pier  ardies,  and  round- 
headed  clerestory  windows.     The  W. 
front  resembles  a  plain  early  £nglish 
front  of  our  own  country.       Tb» 
painted  glass  is  very  excellent.     The 
entrance  to  the   Bi^op's  palace  is 
flanked  by  ancient  Tourelles. 
-    The  most  remarkable  event  in  the 
annals  of    Beauvais  is  its  siege  by 
Charles  the  Bold  ia  1472,  when,  being 
destitute  of  garrison,  it  might  have 
fiillen  by  a  coup  de  mttinf   had   not 
its  citizens  boldly  closed  their  gatei^ 
in  the  £u;e  of  an  army  of  80,000  Bur- 
gundians,  and  maintained  an  obstinate 
resistance  until  succour  arrived  from 
Paris.     Hie  peculiar  featiu>e  in  this 
defence  was  the  part  which  the  wives 
and  daughters  of  the  townsfolk  took 
in  it,  guarding  the  walls,  and  sharing 
in  all  the  perils  of  the  men.     The 


diief  heroine,  Jeanne  Hachette,  ap- 
peared upon  the  breach  at  the  mo* 
ment  of  the  fiercest  assaults,  seized*« 
Burgundian  standard  which  a  soldier 
was  endeavouring  to  plant  on  the 
walls^  and  hurling  the  bearer  to  the 
bottom  bore  it  off  in  triumph  into 
the  town.  Louis  XI.  rewarded  the 
valour  of  the  citisena  by  rdcasiac 
them  from  taxes,  and  complimentea 
the  ladiesby  an  ordonnance  authorising 
them  to  take  precedence  of  the  men 
in  the  procession  of  St.  Angadreme 
instituted  to  commemorate  the  rais- 
ing of  the  siege.  This  procession  is 
still  kept  up,  on  the  Sunday  nearest 
the  14th  October;  the  females  lead 
the  way,  bearing  in  triumph  the  ban- 
ner so  valorously  acquired  by  Jeanne 
Hachette. 

At  an  earlier  period  (IS57)  Beam 
vais  was  the  centre  of  the  revolt  of 
the  serfs  against  their  tyrannic  lords^ 
called  Jacquerie,  from  Jacques  Bon^ 
homme  (Ooochnan  James),  the  h^ 
miliar  sobriquet  of  the  peasantry.  It 
extended  over  several  provinces  be- 
fore it  was  put  down  by  the  armed 
force  of  the  seigneurs  banded  together, 
and  with  feaxlul  cruelty.  Froissart 
thus  describes  an  instance  of  whole* 
sale  vengeance  performed  upon  the 
rebellious  peasants  by  the  Duke  of 
Orleans,  the  Count  of  Foix,  and  the 
Captal  de  Buch.  "  They  set  fire  to 
the  town  and  burned  it  clean,  and  all 
the  villagers  of  the  town  that  theyr 
could  close  therein." 
15  NoaOlei. 
13  Fuiseux. 

10  Beaumont-sur-Oise  (Hotel  du. 
Paon),  prettily  situated  on  the  1.  hank, 
of  the  Oise.  Here  vmeyards  first 
appear. 

Before  reaching  Moiaelles,  a  paved 
road,  bordered  with  trees,  strikes  off' 
to  Viarmes ;  the  Abbey  of  Rergatt- 
mont  and  Chantilly. 

12  Moiselles.  On  the  rt.  lies  the- 
fi>rest  of  Montmorency,  and  on  the 
left  that  of  Eoouen,  with  its  immense 
chateau. 
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The  road  is  carried  through  one  of 
the  FcrtB  forming  part  of  the  out- 
works of  the  new  fortifications  of 
Paris,  before  entering 

13   iS^.  Denii. 

The  Alhey  Church  has  been  the 
burial-place  of  the  kings  of  France 
from  the  time  of  Dagobert  (580), 
and  is  a  building  of  great  interest,  in 
spite  of  the  wanton  dilapidations  of 
reyolutionary  violence,  which  the  re- 
storations carried  on  under  Napoleon, 
the  Bourbons,  and  Louis  Philippe 
have  not  yet  entirely  repaired,  and 
can  never  atone  for.  The  W.  front, 
flanked  and  surmounted  by  2  towers 
of  unequal  height,  is  in  the  simple 
early  pointed  style,  having  been 
raised  by  Abbot  Suger  1134.  It  was 
in  the  porch  of  St.  Denis  that  Henri 
IV.  abjured  the  Protestant  faith. 
Over  the  central  portal,  which  is  semi- 
circular, is  a  bas-relief  of  the  Last 
Judgment.  A  vestibule,  crowded 
with  piers  to  support  the  towers, 
leads  into  the  nave,  which  was  built 
1281,  and  is  of  remarkable  width, 
considering  that  the  roof  is  of  stone. 
The  choir,  dating  from  the  earlier 
period  of  Abbot  Suger,  is  like  that  of 
Canterbury,  much  narrower  than  the 
nave. 

On  the  1.  hand,  as  you  enter  the 
nave,  is  the  monument  of  Dagobert,  a 
singular  Gothic  structure,  raised  to 
his  memory  by  St.  Xiouis.  The  bas- 
reliefs  on  it  represent  the  pretended 
vision  of  a  hermit,  who  reported  that 
he  had  seen  Dagobert  in  a  boat  pur- 
sued and  scourged  by  devils,  but  de- 
fended by  St.  Denis,  St  Martin,  and 
St.  Maurice.  On  the  same  side  are 
the  splendid  monuments,  in  the  style 
of  the  Renaissance,  of  Louis  XII.  and 
Anne  of  Brittany,  whose  recumbent 
effigies  in  marble  are  surrounded  by 
12  small  statues,  in  niches,  of  the 
Apostles,  admirable  for  design,  at- 
titude, and  execution.  The  bas-reliefs 
round  the  ba^e  represent  the  battle  of 
Agnadel  and  the  entry  of  Louis  into 
Milan.  This  monument  is  the  work 
of  Paulo   Poncio.      That  beside  it 


of  Henri  II.,  and  Catherine  of  Me- 
dicis  his  queen,  is  said  to  have  been 
designed  by  Philip  Delorme  and 
executed  by  Germain  Pilon.  The 
royal  effigies  are  repeated  twice ;  be« 
low  recumbent  as  dead,  above  kneel- 
ing :  at  the  four  comers  are  the  car- 
dinal virtues  in  bronze ! 

On  the  S.  side  of  the  nave  is  the  ce- 
notaph of  Francis  I.,  and  Claude  his 
queen,  erected  1550,  from  designs  of 
Primaticcio.  The  recumbent  effigies 
are  by  the  skilful  hand  of  Jean  Goujouj 
as  well  as  the  elegant  arabesques  which 
decorate  the  canopy.  The  (rieze 
running  round  the  base  of  the  monu- 
ment represents,  in  a  series  of  marble 
bas-reliefs  of  good  execution,  the 
battles  of  Cerisol  and  of  Marignano. 
The  canopy  is  surmounted  by  duplicate 
statues  of  Francis  and  his  queen,  with 
their  three  children. 

In  the  N.  transept  are  placed  mo- 
numental columns  to  Henri  III.,  as- 
sassinated by  Jacques  Clement  1589, 
and  to  Francis  II.  husband  of  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots,  its  base  surrounded 
by  weeping  angels.  In  the  S.  transept 
is  a  pillar  in  memory  of  Henri  IV. 
The  effigy  of  the  Breton  knight  Du- 
guesclin,  whose  valour  and  renown 
procured  him  burial  in  the  company 
of  kings,  but  availed  not  to  save  his 
ashes  from  sacrile^ous  dispersion  by 
the  republicans,  is  remarkable  for  its 
diminutive  size.  The  choir  and  its 
side  chapels,  elevated  considerably 
above  the  nave,  are  brilliant  with 
modem  decorations  in  painting  and 
gilding,  which  rivals  heraldic  blazonry 
in  gaudy  colours,  laid  on  perhaps 
too  indiscriminately,  and  not  yet  com- 
pleted. There  is  no  lack  of  modern 
painted  glass,  a  very  small  portion 
of  the  old  having  escaped  the  fury  of 
the  Revolution.  Some  fragments  of 
that  with  which  Abbot  Suger  deco- 
rated the  building  in  1140  are  re- 
garded as  the  oldest  in  France.  A 
red  flag  suspended  behind  the  altar 
supplies  the  place  of  the  once  venerated 
Orijlamme,  the  standard  of  the  realm 
of   France,   but  not  used  in   battle 
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since  the  time  of  Charles  VII.  It 
was  originally  the  church  flag  of  the 
Abbey  of  St.  Denis,  which  was  deli- 
vered by  the  abbot  to  the  military 
guardian  of  the  church  whenever  he 
went  forth  to  £ght  its  battles. 

A  flight  of  steps  on  either  side  of  the 
choir  leads  down  into  the  crypt  be- 
neath it.  Here,  along  the  aisle,  are 
arranged  chronologically  the  monu- 
ments of  the  kings  of  France  from  the 
time  of  Clovis.  The  statues  called 
Cloris,  king  of  the  Franks,  and  his 
queen  Clothilda,  were  brought  from 
the  portal  of  the  church  at  Corbeil  on 
the  Seine  at  the  Revolution.  They 
are  supposed  to  be  works  of  the  1 1th 
or  12th  century,  and  are  curious  spe- 
cimens of  royal  costume  :  the  fil- 
leiting  of  the  queen*s  long  hair  is 
worth  notice.  Those  of  kings  pre- 
ceding the  13th  century  consist  of 
rudely  sculptured  effigies  executed 
by  order  of  St.  Louis.  His  own  bust 
and  that  of  his  queen,  with  statues  of 
his  two  sons  painted  and  gilt,  follow 
next  in  a  separate  chapel.  The  more 
modern  statues  of  the  sovereigns  of  the 
house  of  Valois  and  Bourbon  are  of 
white  marble.  The  series  is  closed 
with  those  of  Louis  XVI.,  Marie  An- 
toinette, the  Due  de  Berri,  &c.,  ex- 
ecuted for  the  Monument  Expia- 
toire,  destined  for  the  spot  where  the 
Due  de  Berri  was  assassinated,  but 
removed  to  the  darkest  corner  of  ^the 
crypt  in  consequence  of  the  July  re- 
volution :  in  conception  and  execution 
they  appear  nearly  the  worst  of  the 
whole. 

This  long  range  of  Royal  tombs  is 
now  quite  empty:  a  decree  of  the 
Convention  of  1793  ordered  the  de- 
struction of  the  tombs  of  the  ci-devant 
kings  at  St.  Denis.  In  the  course 
of  3  days  51  tombs  were  opened, 
rifled,  and  demolished ;  and  the  bodies 
o(  kings,  queens,  and  princes,  in  every 
stage  of  decay,  cast  out  in  one  in- 
discriminate heap  into  two  trenches, 
hastily  dug  without  the  walls  of  the 
church,  after  being  subjected  to  every 
species  of  brutal  indignity.  A  soldier 


with  his  sabre  cut  the  beard  from  the 
nearly  perfect  corpse  of  Henri  IV.  to 
wear  it  as  a  moustache  on  his  own  lip ; 
and  the  valiant  Turenne's  body,  so 
little  injured  by  time  that  the  likeness 
to  his  portrait  was  still  recognised, 
was  stuck  into  a  glass  case,  and  made 
a  show  to  gratify  idle  curiosity. 
The  broken  monuments  were  con- 
veyed along  with  relics  of  saints  and 
church-plate  to  Paris,  and  owe  their 
preservation  and  restoration  to  the 
praiseworthy  seal  and  care  of  M.  Le 
Noir,  founder  of  the  Mus^  des  Pe* 
tits  Augustins.  For  12  years  after 
this  sacrilege  the  Abbey  Church  of 
St.  Denis,  stripped  of  its  lead  to  fur- 
nish bullets,  remained  roofless ;  having 
first  been  offered  for  sale  for  the  value 
of  the  building  materials,  and  next 
used  as  a  market-house.  Napoleon, 
however,  undertook  its  restoration, 
and  caused  the  desecrated  sepulchral 
vaults  of  the  Bourbons  to  be  fitted 
up  as  a  mausoleum  for  his  ovm  fii- 
mily  !  His  design,  however,  was  frus- 
trated by  the  restoration.  At  present 
the  central  vaults  below  the  high 
altar  contain  the  confused  mass  of 
royal  bones,  withdrawn  by  order  of 
Louis  XVIII.  from  the  ditch  into 
which  they  had  been  cast,  together 
with  the  burnt  remains  of  Louis  XVI. 
and  Marie  Antoinette,  the  coffins  of 
Louis  XVIII.  and  others  of  his 
family.  In  an  obscure  comer  lies  the 
last  Cond^,  father  of  the  Duo  d'£n- 
ghien,  who  died  so  miserably  by  his 
own  hand  at  St  Leu. 

Omnibuses  run  at  all  hours  from 
St.  Denis  to  Paris,  where  their  station 
is  the  Porte  St.  Denis. 

Travellers  bound  for  the  W.  end 
of  Paris  turn  to  the  rt.  on  quitting 
St.  Denis,  pass  one  of  the  new 
barracks  for  the  garrison  att  ache 
to  the  fortifications,  and,  leaving 
Montmartre  on  the  1.,  traverse  the 
Faubourg  des  Batignolles,  up  to 
the  Barri^re  de  Clichy.  The  route 
followed  by  the  diligences  is  drawn 
in  a  perfectly  straight  line  from  St. 
Denis    to  the    Barriere  St  Denis, 


22 


Jiaute  5.^^  Dieppe  to  Paris  by  Gisore, 


Sect.L 


keeping  the  heights  of  Montmartre 
on  the  rt.  It  crosses  the  canal  which 
unites  the  Seine  at  St.  Denis  with 
the  Canal  de  I'Ourcq,  and  cuts  off  a 
bend  of  the  Seine.  Further  to  the  rt., 
and  near  the  Seine,  is  the  villa  of  the 
Prince  de  Craon, where  Louis  XVIII. 
lignedthe  Charter  in  1814. 
•  9  PARIS.  Galignani's  Paris  Guide 
appears  so  good  as  to  relieve  the  £di. 
tor  from  tiie  necessity  of  entering 
into  any  description  at  present  of  the 
French  Capital  The  following  pieces 
of  informatic«i,  however,  may  not  be 
unacceptable  to  strangers. 

Inns  :  —  Hotel  Bristol,  Place  Ven- 
dome,  is  the  Mivart*s  or  Clarendon  of 
Paris ;  expensive,  but  good  :  capital 
cuisine.  H.  des  Princes,  Ruede  Riche- 
Heu,  well  spoken  of:  a  capital  table- 
d'hote,  very  well  served,  at  6  fr. ;  also 
expensive; 

H6td  Meurice,  Ru^  Bivoli  —  a 
comfortable  and  well-managed  house, 
under  tiie  direction  of  M.  Caillez. 
The  traveller  will  find  in  the  coffee* 
room  of  the  Hotel  Meurice  all  the 
best  English  and  French  newspapers, 
and  a  smoking  room  attached  to  it. 
Lacquais  de  place  5  fr.,  and  a  carriage 
25  fr. 

Charges  :  —  Bed-room,  3  fr.  per 
day.  Break&st,  tea  and  coffee,  with 
6ggs,  2fr.  Dinner  at  table-d'h6te, 
erne  of  the  best  served  on  the  Con- 
tinent, without  wine,  4^  fr.  Servants 
all  round  1  fr.  a  day,  but  less  in  pro- 
portion for  family.  Lawson's  Hotel 
more  moderate  in  charges. 

Boarding  House  —  Madame  Guil- 
hom's  Pennon,  5.  Rue  des  Champs 
£lis^es ;  a  very  respectable  establish- 
Aient. 

^  Galignaoi'jS  reading-room.  Rue  Vi. 
Tienne,  in  a  court,  is  a  great  resource  to 
the  Englishman  in  Paris :  here  he 
will  find  all  the  best  newspapers  of  all 
ihe  world ;  here  he  will  meet  with  his 
friends,  a  list  of  his  countrymen 
vi»ting  or  residing  in  Paris  being 
kqpt  here,  and  may  supply  himself 
with  bodes,  or  subscribe  to  the  circu- 
lating library,    GalignmUs  Messenger 


is  a  capital  paper,  condensing  all  the 
news  of  the  English  papers  without 
reference  to  politics.  It  is  a  comfort 
to  have  it  sent  after  the  traveller 
from  place  to  place  as  he  moves  about 
France,  which  MM.  G.  will  under- 
take to  do. 

Public  and  private  carriages  are 
stopped  at  the  outer  gate  or  barrier 
of  Paris  by  the  ofiScers  of  the  Octroi, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  levy  a  tax  upon 
all  provisions,  wines,  &c.  Baggage  is 
liable  to  be  searched  by  them ;  and 
one  of  them  accompanies  the  diligence 
to  the  coach  office,  where  passengers 
are  obliged  to  open  their  baggie  be- 
fore hinif  as  at  a  custom-house. 


ROUTE  5. 

DIJEPPE  TO  PARIS  ST  OISORS. 

168  kilom.  =»  104  £ng.  m. 

Steamboats  go  from  Brighton  on 
Wednesday  and  Saturday,  and  from 
Dieppe  Monday  and  Thursday, 
making  the  passage  in  8  hours. 

See  <<  Hints  on  Landing  in  France.** 
(§  c.  Jntrodudion,) 

Dieppe. — Inns:  Hotel  Royal, &cing 
the  sea:  Hotel  de  Londres,  on  the 
quay :  Taylor's  Hotel  :  none  very 
good. 

The  sea^port  town  of  Dieppe 
(16,016  inhabitants)  is  situated  in  a 
depression,  between  two  high  ranges  of 
the  chalk  cliffs  which  here  line  the 
coast,  as  w;hite  and  tall  as  those  of  Eng' 
land.  Through  this  gap  the  small  river 
Arques  flows  into  the  sea,  making  an 
abrupt  bend  round  the  tongue  of  flat 
land  upon  which  a  part  of  the  town 
is  built,  and  forming  a  tolerable  tide- 
harbour  fit  for  vessels  of  500  tons^ 
which  is  lined  with  quays,  and  cleared 
from  mud  by  sluices.  It  is  one  of  the 
(diief  fishing  ports  in  France,  equipping 
annually  60  vessels  of  9,000  tons  fi&r 
the  cod  fishery,  and  many  more  fbr 
that  of  the  herring.  It  is  frequented- 
as  a  sea-bathing  place  in  summer  $  but 
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less  so  now  than  during  the  reign  of 
the  old  Bourbons,  when  Dieppe  was 
&Toured  by  the  presence  and  patron- 
age of  the  Duchesse  de  Berri. 

The  streets  of  Dieppe  are  regular, 
and  display  &w  specimens  of  anti- 
quity, in  consequence  of  the  bom- 
bardment of  the  town  by  the  English 
who^  returning  from  an  unsuccessful 
attack  on  Brest,  1 694,  revenged  them- 
sdves  by  laying  this  town  in  ruins, 
— .  a  reckless  and  inglorious  exploit. 
The  principal  street  runs  parallel 
with  the  sea  from  the  harbour  to  the 
castle,  and  contains  some  tolerable 
shops.  The  market-place,  especially 
on  market  day,  will  display  samples 
of  the  picturesque  dresses  and  strange 
high  caps  of  Normandy ;  perhaps 
one  of  those  towering,  helmet-like 
head-dresses,  once  the  common  head 
gear  of  the  women  of  the  Fays  de  Cauz 
(caucboise),  may  present  themselyes. 
Ihe  Favbiwg  de  FoOet,  however,  on 
the  W.,  inhabited  almost  exclusively 
by  fishermen,  is  that  in  which  the  most 
character  and  peculiarity  of  costume 
is  observable.  This  quarter  can  be 
reached  now  only  by  making  the  cir- 
cuit of  the  harbour,  the  old  bridge 
having  been  pulled  down  in  order  not 
to  check  the  force  of  the  waters  dis- 
charged from  the  bassin  de  retenue 
behind. 

In  the  town  itself  there  is  little  to 
merit  the  stranger's  attention. 

The  Chnreh  of  St^Jacquiet^  in  the 
square  a  little  to  tiie  W.  of  the  harbour, 
is  worth  a  visit.  The  body  of  the 
building  is  much  hidden  behind  the 
flying  buttresses,  some  of  them  con- 
fiistkig  of  open  screen-work  tracery 
with  8  mullioBS.  The  anti^  Gothic 
eupola,  however,  above  the  i^oss,  does 
not  add  to  its  beauty.  The  interior 
also  is  disfigured  by  yellow  wash  and 
wooden  scre^is.  Ihe  transepts  are 
the  oldest  part,  built  in  the  ISth 
century,  as  well  as  perhaps  the  arches 
of  the  choir  :  the  nave  is  a  little  later, 
and  the  roof  and  many  of  the  side 
chapels  are  not  older  than  the  15th. 
jRbe  screens  and  curious  carvings  in 


the  side  aiales*  especially  that  before 
the  sacristy  or  tresor— a  oonliisioii  of 
the  Gothic  and  Italian  styles -^and 
that  in  the  chapel  of  St.  Yves,  descrva 
notice  as  examples  of  French  florid 
Gothic  of  the  15th  and  16th  centu- 
ries. "The  Lady  Chapel  is  perhaps  one 
of  the  latest  specimens  of  Gothic  art. 
The  bosses  of  the  groined  roof  are  of 
the  most  delicate  filagree  work,  and 
the  vaulting  is  also  ornamented  with 
knots  pendant  from  the  ribs. "  Here  is 
one  of  those  strange  representationa 
of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  surrounded  by 
figures  of  the  3  Maries  and  other  holy 
personages,  executed  in  a  very  inferior 
style^  so  common  in  Romish  churches 
abroad. 

The  Qude,  rising  on  the  tall  cliff 
at  the  W.  end  of  the  town,  is  now 
a  Iwrrack,  and  much  modernised,  so 
thait  it  contains  nothing  remarkable. 
It  is,  however,  a  picturesque  object, 
viewed  from  certain  points,  with  its 
group  of  quaint  cone-headed  towers^ 
its  high  bridge  and  draw-bridge 
spanning  a  chasm  which  runs  down 
to  the  sea;  and  it  possesses  historical 
associations  of  great  interest.  Within 
these  walls  Henri  I  V.,retreating  before 
the  army  of  the  League,  found  shdter 
among  his  '^bons  Dieppois,**  as  he 
called  them,  who  had  been  the  first 
to  acknowledge  his  right  to  the  throne^ 
before  the  battle  oSt  Arques.  He 
made  choice  of  Dieppe  from  the  at* 
tacbment  of  its  inhabitants,  the  fidelity 
of  its  governor,  and  the  advantage 
of  an  open  communication  by  sea 
with  England.  While  here  he  re* 
oeived  from  Queen  Elizabeth  a  rein- 
fiurcement  of  1000  Scotch  and  4,500 
English  soldiers. 

In  1650,  the  famous  Duchesse  de 
Longuevllle,  so  prominent  among  the 
the  leaders  of  the  party  of  the  Fronde» 
defjringthe  royal  authority,  was  com;- 
pelled  to  take  refrige  in  the  castle;  but 
being  pursued  even  hitiier  by  the 
vengeance  of  Mazertn  and  Anne  of 
Austria*  she  with  difiSculty  at  length 
escaped  hence  by  night,  and  makin|^ 
her  way  amidst  storm  and  tempests 
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tfter  innumerable  escapes  and  ad- 
ventures, embarked  alone  from  the 
coast  in  an  English  vessel  dressed 
as  a  man,  and  at  length  succeeded  in 
reaching  Rotterdam. 

Dieppe  at  present,  in  its  nearly 
empty  port  and  lifeless  streets,  gives 
little  token  of  its  former  celebrity  and 
prosperity.  Yet  S  centuries  ago  it 
was  the  most  flourishing  seaport  of 
France,  and  one  of  the  first  in  Europe. 
The  fleets  of  its  adventurous  mer- 
chants traversed  every  sea:  one  of 
them,  indeed  (Ango),  riding  in  the 
Tagus  with  his  merchant  squadron, 
l>earded  the  king  of  Portugid  in  his 
own  capital ;  another  captured  the 
Canaries.  Its  skilful  and  hardy  sailors 
distinguished  themselves  by  their  geo- 
graphical discoveries  and  early  settle- 
ments in  the  15th  and  16th  centuries. 
Claims  are  put  forth  for  their  having 
found  out  the  passage  round  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  before  the  Portuguese 
If  it  were  so,  they  certainly  kept  the 
secret  so  close  that  they  have  lost 
the  credit  of  it.  They  were  among 
the  first  visitors  of  the  New  World, 
explored  Florida,  opening  the  fur 
trade  in  Canada,  and  establishing  the 
earliest  European  colony  in  Senegal; 
whence,  as  well  as  from  the  East 
Indies,  they  drew  the  costliest  gums, 
gems,  precious  stones,  metals  and 
tissues,  with  which  they  for  a  long 
time  exclusively  supplied  their  lux- 
urious countrymen.  The  importation 
of  elephant's  teeth  from  Africa  is  said 
to  have  given  rise  to  the  pretty  manu- 
&cture  of  carved  ivory y  which  still  ex- 
ists here,  and  is  almost  peculiar  to 
Dieppe.  The  rivalry  of  the  Port  of 
Havre,  and  its  superior  advantages  in 
internal  communication  up  the  Seine, 
were  the  ruin  of  Dieppe.  The  Revo- 
cation of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  and  the 
English  bombardment,  were  severe 
blows  in  addition ;  and  although  the 
extensive  equipment  of  vessels  for  the 
fisheries  of  cod  in  Newfoundland,  and 
of  the  herring,  have  long  contributed 
largely  to  the  support  of  the  town,  yet 
they  are  much  frillen  off  at  present. 


and  are  insufiicient  to  revive  its  pxis- 
tine  importance. 

The  EtdbUsument  des  Bains  is  situ- 
ated on  the  beach,  nearly  under  the 
castle.  There  are,  however,  no  pro- 
per bathing  machines ;  and  the  bottom 
is  a  mass  of  flint  shingle,  without 
sand.  A  series  of  UtUe  huts  are 
erected  at  the  sea  side,  from  which 
ladies  issue  in  robes  resembling  those 
of  nuns,  and  gentlemen  in  wide  trou- 
sers, and  thus  bathe  in  public.  By 
the  police  regulations,  ladies  are  pro- 
hibited bathing  unless  assisted  by 
male  dippers  appointed  for  this  ser- 
vice. There  are  also  hot  baths  near 
the  beach. 

DiUffences  —  to  Paris  twice  a  day 
by  Rouen  and  the  railway  in  11 
hours,  and  in  summer  daily  by  Gisors 
—  to  Havre  and  to  Abbeville.  (R. 
20.) 

The  Environs  of  Dieppe  present 
several  interesting  excursions.  About 
2  m.  to  the  E.,  on  thecli£&  above  the 
sea,  is  a  camp  capable  of  holding 
many  thousand  men,  once  attributed 
to  Ciesar,  but  now  supposed  to  be  Gal- 
lic, and  called  la  CitS  des  Limes,  It 
is  triangular  in  form,  defended  on  the 
the  land  side  by  a  rampart  in  places 
more  than  50  fr.  high.  It  is  near  the 
road  to  Eu  (Route  18.),  18|  ni. 
distant,  where  the  Chateau  of  Louis 
Philippe  and  the  Church  deserve  a 
visit. 

The  most  delightful  walk,  however, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dieppe,  is  to 
the  ruins  of  the  Castle  of  Arques, 
which  are  far  more  interesting  than 
the  Cit^  des  Limes.  They  are  situated 
in  the  valley  of  the  Bethune,  at  its 
junction  with  the  Arques,  less  than 
4  m.  S.E.  of  Dieppe,  and  are  cele- 
brated for  the  momentous  victory 
gained  beneath  the  walls  by  Henri 
IV.  and  his  devoted  band  of  4000 
Protestants,  over  the  army  of  the 
League,  30,000  strong,  under  the  Due 
de  Mayenne,  which  decided  the  fate 
of  the  B^amais  prince.  The  artillery 
from  its  walls  contributed  not  a  little 
to  the  result  of  that  day.     <<  II  en  fut 
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tir4e,"   says   Sully  in  his  Memoirs, 
**  uoe  voile  de  quatre  pidces,  qui  fit 
quatres  belles  rues  dans  leurs  esca- 
drons  et  bataillons."     Three  or  four 
more  discharges  not  only  checked  their 
advance,  but  drove  them  behind  abend 
of  the  valley  to  shelter  themselves  from 
the  cannonade,  and  from  this  check 
they  never  recovered.     The  king,  ex- 
pecting the  Leaguers    to    debouch^ 
down  the  valley  to  attack  him,  had 
disposed    and    intrenched    his  little 
band    accordingly,    when    he    sud- 
denly found  the.  advanced   guard  of 
the   Due  de  Mayenne   in  his   rear, 
pushing  forward  to  cut  him  off  from 
his  stronghold,  Dieppe.    Henri,  with 
great'quicknessand  dexterity,  changed 
his  front,  threw  up  fresh  ramparts^to 
protect  his  flanks,  and  managed  still 
to  keep  up  his  communication  with 
Dieppe.     Among  the  heroic  traits  of 
Henri  on  that  anxious  and  hard-fought 
day,  are  his  words  to  M.  de  Belin, 
an  o£Sccr  of  the  League,  who  scorn- 
fully inquired  where  Henri's  forces 
were  to  oppose  so  large  an  army; 
'*  Vous  ne  les  voyez  pas  toutes,  car 
vous  ne  comptez  pas  Dieu  et  le  bon 
droit,  qui  m'assistent."  A  rude  obetisi, 
raised  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  marks 
the  spot  where  the  deadliest  struggle 
occurred. 

The  CattlCf  a  fine  object  at  a  dis- 
tance, occupies  a  commanding  posi- 
tion on  a  tongue  of  high  land  be- 
tween two  valleys,  and  covers  a  large 
area  with  its  ruins  ;  but  its  shattered 
condition,  arising  less  from  the  hazards 
of  war  and  the  effects  of  time  than 
the  dilapidations  of  man,  has  robbed 
it  of  much  of  its  picturesqueness.  For 
a  series  of  years,  down  to  the  end  of 
the  last  century,  the  government  al- 
lowed it  to  be  pulled  to  pieces  as  a 
mere  quarry  of  building  materials. 
It  is  difficult  to  fix  the  age  of  its 
shapeless  walls,  deprived  of  their 
casing  of  masonry  ;  but  it  is  probable 
that  die  oldest  parts,  viz.  the  Donjon 
and  its  enclosure,  date  from  the  time 
of  our  Henry  II.,  who  rebuilt  the 
castle  at  the  end  of  the  12th  century : 
France, 


other  portions  are  not  older  than  the 
16th  century.  The  English,  tmder 
Talbot  and  Warwick,  again  obtained 
possession  of  it  in  1419t  And  kept  it 
for  30  years,  down  to  the  capitulation 
of  Rouen,  by  which  it  was  yielded  to 
Charles  VIL 

The  main  entrance  remains  flanked 
by  2  massive  towers  of  immense  size ; 
and  portions  of  the  piers  of  the  draw« 
bridge  which  led  to  it  are  still  stand- 
ing, bu  t "  the  3  successive  arches  of 
the  gateway  are  torn  into  nearly 
shapeless  rents."— D.  T. 

**  There  is  yet  another  attraction 
within  the  compass  of  a  pleasant 
walk  from  Dieppe— the  really  pretty 
but  scattered  village  of  VarengevUlSt 
which  contains  the  chateau  of  one 
illustrious  among  the  Dieppois,  -« 
the  celebrated  merchant  Ango,  —  the 
host  and  friend  of  Fran9ois  Premier. 
Though  now  converted  into  a  fiirm<« 
house,  so  Uttle  of  its  external  form  ia 
defaced  that  the  eye  can  readily  trace 
all  the  richness  of  decoration  which 
distinguished  the  style  of  the  Renais* 
sance,  when  it  was  built. 

**  The  walls  are  principally  con- 
structed of  black  hewn  flint,  which, 
alternating  with  a  white  stone,  pro- 
duce a  very  beautiful  mosaic.  They 
retain  all  the  sharpness  of  their  ori- 
ginal construction;  and  the  sculp- 
tures with  which  they  are  enriched 
are  of  the  most  classical  and  graceful 
form.  A  number  of  large  medallions 
above  the  grand  entrance,  and  alon^ 
the  facade  of  the  principal  corps  de 
batiment,  are  remarkable ;  and  Ango 
was  too  good Ja  courtier  not  to  include 
amongst  them  the  portraits  of  Fran- 
9ois  Premier  and  Diane  de  Poitiers. 
In  the  interior  are  s<Hne  finely  sculp- 
tured fireplaces  and  the  remains  of  a 
large  fresco;  but  they  are  only  to  be 
discovered  by  groping  amongst  the 
greniers,  into  which  the  apartments 
once  so  splendid  have  since  been 
changed."— ATuf  CosUtio, 

The  following  direct    road   from 
Dieppe  to  Paris  by  Gisors,  leaving 
Rouen  altogether  on  one  side,  saves 
c 
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8  or  10  milflfl,  but  few  w^d  omit 
TJiitiiig  that  hi^ly  interestiiig  city. 
(BoutM  6  and  9.)  Besides,  the  rail- 
Way  now  rtnderB'thtf  fOute  by  Roocnt 
tiM  quickest  of  the  two.  A  diligence 
cbus  daily  in  summer  by  the  Gisors 
ro«d,  which  strikes  off  to  the  1.,  3  m. 

yond  Dieppe. 

18  Bois  Robert 

17  Pominer^yal. 

4  or  5  m.  on  the  1.  of  our  road  lies 
Keu&hAtel«  famed  for  its  excellent 
Qylindrioai  creatn  cheeses. 

24  Forges  )es  Eaux.  A  village  and 
watering-pkce,  possessing  chalybeate 
springs  once  of  some  repute*  but  ne- 
glected at  present*  They  are  three  in 
]iiunber,-->  Xa  ReinetU,  La  RoyaU, 
and  CardindUi  the  two  last  named 
from  Louis  XIII.  and  Cardinal  Riehe- 
lieOyWho  visited  Forges  to  drink  the  wa- 
ters in  1632,  the  period  of  thar  h^^ 
ost  celebrity,  in  consequence  of  Anne 
of  Aurtria,  after  living  childless  for  18 
years,  here  becoming  enceinte  with 
liouia  XIV.  j-^an  event  which  was  at- 
tributed to ^a  course  of  these  waters  I 

21  Goumay,  fiuned  for  its  butter, 
k  situated '  in  the  [district  anciently 
called  Pays  de  Bray. 

The  Chwnk  of  SH^BiUUbtri  was 
begun  in  the  11th  centuiTy-but  not 
finished  uniSl the  18th,  and  its  W.  fronty* 
with  pointed  arobes,  is  perhaps  of 
the  latter  date«  In  the  interior,  very 
ttiassivo  MNmd  piers  support  semicir- 
cidar  arches  inclining  to  the  horse- 
shoe form.  The  sculptured  ornaments 
of  the  capitals  are  Very  reouurkable 
finr  variety  of  pattern.  Henang-bone 
masonry  occurs  in  the  £.  end^ 
•   12  Talmotttiers. 

.  14  Gisors.  —  Inn:  H.  dol'Ecii, 
An  ancient  town  of  8,500  inhab. 
prettily  atuated  on  the  Epte.  Its 
mnerable  ramparts. ate  converted  into 
sgveeable  promenadei^  whose  p]antai< 
tions  eneiscle'  the  ruins  of  its  com* 
Bianding  Ckutie,  once  the  bulwark  of 
Kormandy  on  tiie  side  of  France,  and 
still  retaining  many  interesting  oha- 
XBoteristicaof  a  fi^dal  fortress  of  ihe 
Biiddleages,    The  oetagpnal  Donjon 


especially,  and  its  enclosure,  crown- 
ing the  top  of  a  high  artificial  conical 
mound,  are  of  the  most  solid  con- 
sttrtctlDfn  Sim  ten  foi  ks  'of  tbcMKh 
century,  built  by  our  Henry  II.  The 
earlier  castle  of  William  Rufus  is  no 
longer  to  be  traced.  At  an  interview 
which  took  place  here  between  Henry 
and  Louis  VII;,  the  two  monarchs 
agreed  to  assume  the  cross  for  the 
recovery  of  Jerusalem. 

The  Pariah  Church,  dedicated  to- 
St.  Gervaise  and  Protais,  presents  a. 
singular  combination  of  styles,  and 
an  abundance  of  uncouth  sculptures ; 
it  has  a  choir  built  in  the  ISth  cen» 
tury  by  Blanche  of  Oastille  (it  is 
said) ;  the  nave  and  remainder  cf  the 
church  is  of  a  later  period.  -  The 
portal,  richly  carved,  is  of  the  latest 
style  of  French  florid  Gothic,  and 
much  overladen  with  ornament.  The 
organ-loft,  and  an  emaciated  ihonu* 
mental  dBSgy,  attributed  to  Jean 
Goujon  (?),  merit  notice.  In  the  S. 
aisle  is  a  singular  twisted  column, 
surrounded  by  spiral  bands  of  tracery» 

Gisors  is  on  -the  high  road  from 
Paris  to  Rouen  (R.  10.). 

19  Chars. 

18  Pontoise,  a  town  of  5400  in» 
halntaats,  occupies  a  steep  slope  on 
the  river  Oise,  here  traversed  by  a 
bridge,  whence  its  name.  It  is  fii* 
mous  for  calves  and  flour,  and  sup- 
plies Paris  with -these  two  articles. 
The  Vionne,  which  here  joins  tho 
Oise,  turns  SO  com  mills. 

It  is  a  place  of  some  historical  no^ 
toriety.  St.  Louis,  attacked  by  il 
violent  illness,  was  here  warned  by  a 
voice  from  heaven  to  assume  the 
cross—  1244.  During  tiie  hard 
winter  of  1487,  when  the  ground  was 
covered  with  snow,  the  English  took 
the  town  by  surprise,  through  the  in* 
genious  ruse  of  Talbot,  who  clothed 
his  soldiers  in  white,  under  covei^  of 
which,  in  the  obscurity  of  the  night, 
they  resdied  the  foot  of  the  walls 
unobserved  by  the  garrison. 

A  'siemMr^mswaoiAet'tseenSs  tBe 
Oise  ttcm  Paris. 
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10  Herblay.  Hare  the  rood  bi- 
furcates: the  1.  hand  branch  leads 
to;Paris  by  St.  Denis  (see  Route  2.)> 
that  on  the  rt  proceeds  by  Besons, 
where  it  crosses  ib&  Seine  and 

12  Courbevoie,  to  the  Barri^re  de 
Keuilly,  entering 

9  Paris  by  the  Arc  de  I'Etoile. 
See  Galionavi's  Guide,  and  p.  22. 

ROUTE  6. 

DIEPPE    TO    ROUEK. 

57  kilom.  »  35  £ng.  m. 
Diligences  go  twice  a  day,  in  6  hrs. 
In   the  outskirts   of  Dieppe,   we 
leave  on  the  rt.  the  road  to  Harre 
(Route  18.),  and  3  m.  farther  on  the 
1.  that  to   Paris  direct  (Route  5.). 
Our   road    lies    through   a  country 
pleasing  when  it  enters  the  valleys, 
but  bare  and  monotonous  as  long  as 
it  lies  along  the  high  table  land  of 
the  Pays  de  Caux.     The  land  pro- 
duces abundant  crops  of  com,  and 
from  the  number  df  hedges  is  not 
unlike  parts  of  England.     *'  During 
the  whole  ride  there  is  not  one  object 
to  excite  curiosity."     The  way  is  en- 
livened here  and  there  at  long  inter- 
vals  by  villas  or  chateaux,  without 
any  claim  to  beauty. 

15  Omonville. 

The  numerous  orchards  are  one  of 
the  characteristic  features  of  Koi^ 
mandy,  which  is  a  cider,  not  wine- 
drinking  province. 

13  T6tes.  The  spinning  and 
weaving  of  cotton  already  begin  to 
furnish  employment  to  the  inhabit- 
ants; mills  and  factories  increase  in 
number  as  we  approsch  Rouen,  the 
great  centre  of  the  cotton  manufacture 
in  France. 

12  Cambres.  We  now  enter  the 
pretty,  industrious,  and  populous 
Tale  of  the  Cailly,  a  stream  which 
furnishes  motive  power  to  the  nome- 
rous  mills,  and  has  given  rise  to  a  chain 
of  populous  villages  slong  its  banks. 

The  line  of  houses,  fbctories,  and 
chimneys,  interspersed  with  villas,  or- 
cliards,  and  gardens,    almost    unin- 


terrupted, from  Malaunay  to  Rouexit 
may  remind  an  Englishman  of  the 
dothing  distriet  of  the  W.  of  Eng- 
land. 

Before  reaching  the  barrier,  ft 
pretty  view  is  obtained  of  the  blue 
hills  which  border  the  Seine;  nor  is 
the  atmosphere  thickened  with  so 
dense  an  envelope  of  smoke  as  hovers 
over  the  great  manufacturing  centres 
of  England.  A  great  part  of  th« 
coal  here  used  comes  from  England ; 
the  department  Du  Nord  fumishet 
also  its  supplies. 

17  Rouen  (in  Route  9.). 


ROUTE  8. 


PARIS   TO    ROUEN- 


RAILROAD. 


136  kilom.  »  84  Eng.  m. 

Trains  6  times  a  day,  in  about  5 
hoars.     Terminut  in  Paris,    Rue  St 
Lazare,  No.  110.     Fares,  16,  13,  and 
10  francs.     The  places  mentioned  are 
noticed  in  detail  in  Routes  9  and  lO. 

This  railroad  was  commenced  in 
1841,  and  opened  May  1843.  Its  en- 
gineer is  an  Englishman,  Mr.  Locke, 
who  executed  the  London  and  South- 
ampton railway  ;  the  greater  number 
of  the  shareholders  are  Ekiglish  capi- 
talists of  Lancashire ;  the  contractors 
for  executing  the  works,  and  even  most 
of  the  workmen,  are  also  EogMsh. 
A  considerable  number  of  experienced 
<*  navigators,'*  as  they  are  called,  having 
been  tran^orted  across  the  Channel^ 
worked    on    it    harmoniously  witb 
their  French  brethren,  showing  them 
the  mode  of  operation.     The  Mils  are 
of  French  iron,  which  is  much  dearer 
than  English;   but  the  locomotives 
though  made  in  France  (at  Rouen) 
are  executed  by  an  English  company, 
who  have  established  themselves  there 
expressly  to  supply  the  demands  of 
this  railroad.      The  minute  subdi- 
vision of  property  in  France,  and  the 
great   number  of    landholders  with 
whom  the  company  had  to  deal,  oc- 
casioned some  diffictiltj^in  obtahiing 
the    land    over  whicK^^^te   Ttflway 
passes,  and  caused  the  mijj^Bp  of  con- 
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tracts  to  be  multiplied  enormously ; 
but  the  demands  of  the  proprietors 
were  by  no  means  so  exorbitant  as 
in  England. 

The  Rouen  railway  branches  off 
from    that  to   St.  Germain  a  little 
beyond  Asni^res  (p.  SO.),  4  m.  from 
Paris;   it   proceeds  by   Colombe   to 
Beyzons,  where  it  crosses  the  Seine 
by  a  bridge  of  10  flat  timber  arches, 
each    100  feet   span,   supported    on 
stone  piers.     From  this  an  embank- 
ment extends  nearly  a  mile  to  a  cut- 
ting at  Houille,  which  is  also  about  a 
mile.      Beyond  this  the  embankment 
Continues  to  the  Seine,  which  is  tra- 
versed for  the  second  time  by  a  bridge 
like  the  former,  conducting  to 
17  Maisons  (stat.  p.  47.) 
It  proceeds,  hence    in  a   cutting, 
across  the  forest  of  St.  Germain,  and 
follows  the  1.  bank  of  the  Seine  by 
9  Poissy  (stat.  p.  31.) 
14  Treil  St.    Meulan  (stat.  Meu- 
lan,  p.  S2.)  is  on  the  opposite  bank 
of  the  Seine. 
Epone  St. 

It  runs  in  a  cutting  to  the  W.  of 
the  town  of 

16  Mantes  (stat.  p.  32.) 
Rosny  St.    The  village  and  Sully's 
Chateau  (p.  33.)  are  passed  a  little 
•^on  the  rt. 

A  great  projecting  buttress  of 
'Chalk  now  intervenes,  over  which  the 
high  road  is  carried  by  a  steep  as- 
cent and  descent,  and  round  which 
4he  Seine  winds  in  a  widely  circuitous 
curve.  The  railway  is  carried  through 
this  by  a   Tunnel  about  2480  yards 

long driven    through    the    chalk 

and  a  flinty  conglomerate  very  hard 
to  penetrate,  commencing  at  RoUe- 
boise,  about  5  miles  from  Mantes,  and 
terminating  on  the  W.  at  a  short  dis- 
tance from 

13    Bonni^res  (stat.   p.  33.),    the 

cailway  having  been  previously  carried 

over  the  high    road  by  a    bridge. 

Hence  it  runs  under  the  high  ground 

close  to  the  river  as  far  as 

10  Vernon  (stat,  p.  33.) 

13  Gaillon  (stat.   p.  33.)  is  the 


station  nearest  the  town  of  Andelys, 
and  hence  an  excursion  may  be  made 
to  the  interesting  castle  of  Ch&teau 
Gaillard  (p.  48.).  Near  le  Grand 
y illers,  two  TunnelM  are  driven  through 
the  mass  of  a  projecting  promontory 
of  chalk  hill.  The  first  or  easternmost 
of  Le  Bouk  is  a  mile  long,*  and  the 
second  of  Fenctbks  470  yards  long. 

13  St.  Pierre  de  Vauvray  (stat.) 
The  manufacturing  town  of  Louviers 
is  within  3  or  4  miles  of  this  station 
(p.  34.) 

The  Seine  is  traversed  obliquely 
for  the  3d  time  by  a  bridge  at  Le 
Manoir  just  above  the  confluence  of 
the  Eure,  and  the  railway  proceeds 
along  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Seine  for  a 
short  distance  to 

14  Pont  de  TArcbe,  stat.  at  the 
extremity  of  the  bridge  leading  to 
that  town  (p.  34.).  It  next  passes 
through  the  hill  of  Tourville  by  a 
short  Tunnel  of  about  500  yards,  and 
crosses  the  Seine,  here  divided  into 
two  arms,  for  the  4  th  time,  by  a 
bridge  resting  on  the  Isle  des  B<euf  to 

Tourville  is  the  station  for  the 
populous  and  industrious  town  of 
Elboeuf  (p.  50. ).  Hence  it  proceeds 
onwards  along  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Seine  through  St.  Etienne  de  Lou- 
vray  and  Sotteville  to  its  termination 
in  the  Faubourg  St.  Sever  of  the 
great  city  of 

12  Rousy,  Terminus.  Rouen  is 
described  in  R.  9.  p.  35. 

ROUTE  9. 

?ARIS   TO   ROUEN     (loWER     ROAd),   BY 
ST.  GERMAIN  AND  LOUVIERS. 

137  kilom  ^  85  English  miles. 

The  nuxBepoete  takes  the  upper  road 
by  Gisors.    (R.  10.) 

JDUiffeneeSt  in  10  or  12  hours;  but 
they  are  nearly  superseded  by  the 
railway.     Route  8. 

The  railroad  from  Paris  to  St. 
Germain  was  finished  1841  (see  p. 
30.),  and  the  continuation  of  the 
Une    from   Asni^res    to   JRouen  was 
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opened  1 843,  so  that  the  high  road 
19  nearly  deserted. 

This  rood  to  Rouen  is  &r  more 
generally  interesting  and  more  pic- 
turesque in  scenery  than  the  upper 
one,  through  Gisors,  but  is  nearly  7 
miles  longer  than  it.  It  is  carried 
down  the  valley  of  the  Seine,  quitting 
the  bank  of  the  river  only  to  avoid  its 
excessive  windings.  The  high  road 
£rom  Paris  to  St.  Germain  com- 
mences at  the  *'  star,"  or  radiation  of 
routes  which  gives  a  name  to  the  Arc 
de  Triumph  de  TEtoUe,  the  largest 
triumphal  arch  in  the  world,  and  the 
finest  entrance  into  the  French  capi- 
tal. Yet  the  eye  scarcely  appreciates 
its  vastness ;  few  would  suspect  that 
it  was  as  wide  and  lofty  as  the  fa9ade 
of  Notre  Dame,  or  that  the  aperture 
of  the  arch  equalled  that  of  its  nave. 
jHie  road  skirts  on  the  1.  the  Bois  de 
Boulogne,  fiimous  ibr  promenades, 
duds,  and  suicides,  now  shorn  of  its 
proportions  to  form  a  glacis  for  the 
new  fortifications. 

It  next  passes  on  the  rt.  the 
chateau  de  Neuilly,  the  most  fre- 
quented residence  of  King  Louis 
PhiUppe;  and  beyond  that  village 
crosses  the  Seine  by  the  celebrated 
bridge  of  5  arches,  each  of  120  ft* 
span,  the  masterpiece  of  the  archi- 
tect Perronet,  built  1772.  Henri 
IV.  and  his  queen  nrere  dragged  into 
the  water  here  in  their  cumbrous 
state  coach,  and  narrowly  escaped 
drowning ;  an  accident  which  caused 
the  ferry  to  be  superseded  by  a  bridge 
of  wood.  The  park  of  Neuilly  ex- 
tends for  some  distance  down  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  Seine,  and  into  the 
islands  which  here  divide  its  stream. 
On  the  1.  bank  is  seen  the  village 
and  large  barrack  of 

9  Courbevoie.  A  little  beyond  the 
post  house,  our  road,  a  perfectly 
straight  line  hitherto,  separating  from 
the  Route  d'en  haut  (Route  10.), 
bends  to  the  1.  and  passes  the  Ver- 
sailles railroad  (rive  droite).  Mont 
Val^rien,  on  thel.,  recently  converted 
into  the  eitadd  of  the  fortifications  of 


Paris,  is  not  more  than  1|  m.  dig* 
tant  from  the  cfa&teau  of  Neuilly.^ 
The  hill  was  once  called  Mont  Cfil« 
vaire,  from  a  Calvary  established 
on  it  before  the  Revolution  ;  an 
exact  representation  of  the  Holy  Se- 
pulchre in  Jerusalem  contained  in 
the  church.  Madame  de  Genlis,  the 
preceptress  of  the  present  king, 
was  buried  in  the  cemetery^  Tha 
aqueduct  of  Marly  and  ch&teau  of  St. 
Germain  are  now  seen  in  the  distance. 
The  large  barrack  at  Ruel,  on  the 
1.  of  the  road,  was  occupied  in  the 
time  of  the  elder  Bourbons  by  the 
Swiss  guard.  In  the  little  church 
of  the  village,  built  1584  from  the 
designs  of  Lemercier,  is  buried  the 
Empress  Josephine.  A  simple  monu* 
ment  bearing  her  statue  kneeling,  by 
Cartellier,  has  been  erected  by  her 
children,  Prince  Eugene  (Due  of 
Leuchtenberg),  and  Hortense  Beau* 
harnois  (ex-queen  of  Holland).  She 
died.  May  1814,  at  herfovourite  villa, 
hard  by  Ruel,  Mcibnaison,  which,  haT<* 
ing  been  sold  since  her  death,  has 
lost  much  of  its  beauty.  Her  plea- 
sure grounds  have  been  cut  up  to 
be  sold  in  lots :  her  conservatoire  and 
menageries  in  which  she  took  much 
delight,  and  the  Swiss  dairy  and 
Merino  farm,  are  swept  away.  The 
house  itself  is  now  occupied  by  the 
Queen  Christina  of  Spain.  It  must 
be  confessed  that  the  spot  seems  to 
have  owed  its  charms  chiefly  to  art  ^ 
the  soil  is  very  sterile.  Buonaparte 
spent  5  days  here  in  June  1815,  be* 
tween  his  second  abdication  and  his 
final  departure  for  Rochefort,  having 
been  sent  out  of  Paris  by  Fouch^  and 
the  provisional  government. 

The  road  skirts  the  enclosing  wall 
of  Malmaison  for  some  distance,  and 
soon  after  reaching  the  1.  bank  of 
the  Seine  passes  La  Chauss^e,  where 
La  Belle  Gi^rielle  had  a  house,  and 
Marly  la  Machine^  so  called  from  the 
cumbrous  pile  of  wooden  scaffolding 
and  wheels  constructed  to  raise  the 
water  of  the  Seine  300  feet  to  supply 
Versailles,  but  now  partly  replaced  hf 
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IL  Steam  engine^  The  Aqueduct  of 
36  arches,  the  loftiest  70  feet  high,  by 
jfhich  the  water  Is  conveyed,  is  a 
conspicuous  and  fine  object  rising 
against  the  hill.  The  Ch6teau  de 
Marly,  built  by  Mansard  for  Louis 
^IV.,wa8de$troyedatthe  Revolution, 
having  been  purchased  by  a  speeu- 
lator  who  pulled  it  down  to  sell  the 
inaterials,  and  nothing  now  remains 
to  mark  the  scene  of  a  monarch's  ex* 
travagance  and  magnificence.  St. 
Simon,  describing  its  construction,  re- 
lates that  whole  forests  of  full-grown 
^ees  were  brought  from  Compi^gne, 
jths  of  which  died  and  were  replaced 
by  others ;  large  tracts  of  wood  were 
suddenly  converted  in  sheets  of  water, 
and  back  again  to  shady  groves;  and 
all  to  adorn  a  small  villa  in  a  con- 
tracted valley  without  view,  in  which 
J^uis  might  pass  3  or  4  nights  in  the 
course  of  the  year. 

The  pavilion  of  Luciennes,  on  the 
brow  <^  the  hill  above  Marly,  was  the 
last  residence  of  the  notorious  Madame 
J)u  Barry,  mistress  of  Louis  XV. 

Le  Pecq  is  a  suburb  of  St.  Ger- 
main, stretching  down  the  hill  on 
whose  summit  that  town  is  built  to 
the  margin  of  the  Seine.  It  is  the 
point  of  departure  of  the  steamers 
which  go  to  Rouen  (R.  9.)  and  the 
terminus  of  the  railway. 

14  St.  Germain  en  Lay  e(  see  below). 


Rajl&oaI)  —  Paris  to  St»  Germain. 
^Ihe  length  of  the  line  to  Pecq  is 
J8^  kilom.,  about  1 1  English  miles. 
The  distance  is  performed  in  less  than 
80  minutes.  Trains  (convois)  go 
every  hour :  but  see  the  printed  bills. 
The  terminus  (embarcadere)  in  Paris 
is  in  Rue  St.  Lazare,  No.  1 20. 

The  railway  after  passing  on '  a 
}>ridge  over  the  Rue  de  Stockholm, 
^^d  through  2  tunnels  under  the 
JPlace  d' Europe  and  other  streets, 
(quits  Paris,  by  the  Faubourg  des 
Batignolles.  The  village  of  Clichy 
IS  passed  on  the  rt.  hand,  and  the 
iSeine  is  crossed  by  a  bridge  of  5 
ftfches  before  reaching  the  village 


4^  Asnleres  (stat)  on  the  I.  bank 
of  the  Seine,  here  crossed  by  anoth«: 
bridge  below  that  of  the  Chemin  de 
Fer.  The  Versailles  railroad  (rive 
droite)  here  branches  off  to  the  L,  and 
the  Rouen  roiboay  to  the  rt. 

At  Colombes,  a  small  village,  Hen- 
rietta Maria,  widow  of  Charles  I. 
and  dau^ter  of  Henri  IV.)  died  in 
great  poverty,  1669.  The  chateau 
which  she  inhabited  no  longer  exists. 
The  high  road  from  Paris  to  Rouen 
is  crossed  within  a  short  distance  of 

7  Nanterre  (stat.),  a  village  celebrated 
as  the  birthplace  of  St.  Genevidve, 
the  patron  saint  of  Paris,  who  pre- 
served it  by  her  prayers,  according  to 
the  legend,  from  l^e  invasion  of  At* 
tila.  The  chapel  of  the  saint  at 
which  Anne  of  Austria  came  to  pray 
for  an  heir,  1636,  who  was  born  .2 
years  after,  no  longer  exists.  Nan- 
terre is  famed  for  cakes. 

An  omnibus  runs  from  this  station 
to  Ruel  (p.  29.). 

The  Seine  is  crossed  for  the  second 
time  riiortly  before  arriving  at  the 
staticm  of 

3  \  Chatou,  by  2  bridges  resting  on  an 
island,  which  here  divides  .the  river. 
The  village  of  Chatou  lies  on  the  rt. 
hand  of  the  railway,  and  rt.  bank  of 
the  Seine. 

The  St.  Germain  railroad  stops 
short  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  river  at 

3^  Le  Pecq  (stat.),  opposite  the 
village  of  Le  Pecq,  which  is  in  fact 
a  suburb  of  St.  Germain,  and  Is 
connected  with  the  railway  terminus 
by  a  bridge  of  stone,  erected  1835} 
in  the  place  of  one  of  wood  by  which, 
in  1815,  the  Prussian  army  under 
Bliicher  crossed  the  river  on  their 
march  upon  Paris. 

Omnibuses  convey  passengers  to 
and  from  the  terminus  into  St.  Grer- 
main ;  the  distance  is  not  ^  a  mile; 
The  steep  ascent,  leading  from  the 
bridge  up  to  the  town,  is  now  easily 
surmounted  by  a  fine  broad  road 
carried  up  a  series  of  gradual  slopes 
in  zigzag,  while  a  flight  of  stone  st^is 
affords  a  readier  access  for  the  pedes* 
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trim  to  tbe  Terrace  which  inns  along 
the  brow  of  the  hill. 
Jfl^St,  Gtrmafyi^'tn^Laye,  — -  Inns :  H. 
d'Angleterre  —  de  Toulouse  —  de  la 
Chasse  Royale.  There  is  a  Restaurant 
on  the  slope  of  the  hill,  au  Pavilion 
de  Henri  IV.  ;  the  best,  but  all  dear. 
This    deserted    residence    of   kings 
is  interesting  from  historical  recol- 
lections, and  pleasing  from  the  gran* 
deur  of  its  site  ;    but   although   it 
contains  12,000  inhabitants,  it  has  a 
melancholy  air  of  abandonment,  in 
ita  grass-grown  streets  and  straggling 
edifices.     The  huge  gloomy  pile  of 
the  Ro^al  ChdUau  itself)  the  fiivourite 
rendenoe  of  Marguerite   de   Valois, 
Henri  II.,  Henri  iV.,  Francis  I.,  and 
the  Inrtbplace  of  Charles  IX.  and  of 
XjOuis  XIV.,  having  been  gutted  at 
the  Revolution,  has  nothing  but  its 
souvenirs  to  recommend  it.     It  looks 
Kke  a  prison,  and  is  actually  converted 
into  a  military  penitentiary,  and  sur- 
rounded by  a  wall  for  security.  Those 
who  will  take  the  trouble  to  seek  an 
order  of  admission   from  the  com- 
mandant (which  is  not  readily  granted) 
may  see  the  chapel,  the  oldest  part  and 
tiie  least  impaired,  the  hall  of  Francis 
I.,  the  bed-chamber  of  Madame  dela 
VidU^re,  and  the  trap-door  by  which 
^e  youthful  Louis  gained  entrance 
into  it  after  his  mother  had  caused 
the  door  of  the  backstair  to  be  walled 
up ;  also  the  Oratory  of  James  II., 
and  the  chamber  in  which  he  died, 
1701.     This  palace  was  assigned  to 
him  as  a  residence  by  his  host  Louis 
XIV.,  who  was  tired  of  the  place 
himself,  having  taken  an  aversion  to 
it,  because  it  commanded  a  view  of 
his  destined  resting-place  St.  Denis. 
James  resided  here  13  years,  holding 
the  semblance  of  a  court.     Part  of 
bis  body,  **\me  portion  de  la  chair 
et  des  parties  nobles  du  oorps,'*  was 
buried  in  the  fKtriah  church,  recently 
vebuilt  and  fiuiedwidia  Doric  pmtioo, 
where  a  monument  was  erected  to 
his  memory  by  George  IV. 

The   only   real   attraction  in   St. 
Germain  at  present  b  its  beautiful 


TerracCf  stretching  along  the  brow  of 
the  hill  for  more  than  a  mile,  and  com* 
manding  a  delightful  prospect  over 
the  valley  of  the  Seine  and  its  wind* 
ings,  with  the  aqueduct  of  Mariy, 
on  the  rt..  Chateau  of  Maisons  om 
the  L,  the  railways  and  the  Arc  de 
Triomphe  de  I'Etoile,  with  the  spires 
of  St  Denis  ridng  against  the  horxaoii 
in  front. 

The  Forest  of  St,  Germain,  one  of 
the  largest  in  France,  having  a  circuit 
of  21  miles,  occupies  a  promontory 
fbrmed  by  a  sweeping  bend  of  the 
river  Seine.  It  is  intersected  by  roads 
offering  agreeable  rides  and  walks  in 
all  directions.  In  the  midst  of  it  is 
the  Pavilion  de  la  Meute  begun  by 
Francis  I. 

Deer  and  roes  are  fbund  in  the  re- 
mote parts. 

The  name  St  Germain-en-Lay^ 
comes  fVom  a  chapel  and  monastery 
of  St.  Germanus,  built  in  the  reigii 
of  King  Robert,  in  the  midst  of  the 
forest  then  called  SUva  Ledxa. 

Many  English  have  taken  up  their 
residence  here,  on  account  of  the 
cheapness  of  living,  the  pure  air,  and 
the  fine  forest. 

The  SteandHMte  for  Rouen  start 
firom  Pecq  near  the  bridge.  The 
descent  of  the  Seine  is  described  in 
Route  11. 

There  are  2  roads  from  St.  Ger^ 
main-to  Mantes;  the  one  called  Chemin 
de  Quarante  Sous,  keeping  on  the 
S.  side  of  the  Seine,  is  the  most  direct, 
being  the  shorter  by  about  5  miles* 
but  more  hilly ;  the  other,  the  post 
K»d,  and  traversed  by  the  diligeneea^ 
cuts  across  the  S.  extremity  of  thefiucest 
to  Poissy,  a  small  town  on  the  L 
bank  of  the  Seine,  the  birthplace  ol 
St.  Louis  (1 2 15),  who  was  wont  to  sigtt 
himself  by  the  modest  style  of  Louis 
of  Poissy.  The  abbey  and  church  buitt 
by  his  son  on  the  site  of  his  birth- 
place  were  swept  away  at  the^Revolu- 
tion,  and  their  place  is  now  occupied 
by  a  jail  and  house  of  correction.  The 
font  at  which  he  was  baptised  is  still 
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tsbown  in  the  parish  church,  a  Gothic 
building. 

The  eonferenee  of  PoUay  was  held 
}561|  with  the  hope  of  justing  dif- 
ferences between  the  Popish  and  Cal- 
vinistic  churches ;  Beza  with  a  train 
of  doctors  appearing  for  the  one  party, 
and  the  papal  legate  Cardinal  Ippo- 
lito  d*  Este  for  the  other;  and  Charles 
IX.  attended  the  first  meeting  with  his 
mother  Catherine  de  Medicis.  But 
the  controversialists  soon  separated 
without  having  approached  to  a  re. 
conciliation,  each  side  believing  it  had 
the  best  of  the  argument. 

A  dirty  and  inconveniently  narrow 
street  leads  to  the  long  bridge  of 
Poissy  over  the  Seine,  of  37  arches  of 
difierent  sizes,  including  the  ap- 
.proaches,  built,  it  is  said,  by  St.  Louis. 
The  3  timber  arches,  now  supplied  by 
timber,  were  blown  up  in  1815  to  pre- 
vent the  passage  of  the  allies  ;  or,  as 
some  say,  so  long  ago  as  in  1589,  by 
JMbyenne,  the  general  of  the  League,  to 
secure  a  safe  retreat  for  his  army  from 
the  pursuit  of  Mar^chal  de  Biron, 
who  had  sacked  Poissy  because  it 
refused  to  deliver  its  keys  to  the 
kings  Henri  IIL  and  IV. 

The  greatest  cattle  market  in 
JPrance  is  held  here  every  Thursday 
for  the  supply  of  Paris  with  meat. 

The  road  descends  the  rt.  bank  of 
the  river  henceforth  as  fax  as  Mantes, 
through 

11  Triel.  In  the  church  is  an 
Adoration  of  the  Shepherds,  said  to  be 
an  original,  by  Pott««m,  and  some  good 
painted  glass.  Here  and  at  Vaux 
are  extensive  plaster  quarries. 

8  Meulan  is  partly  built  on  the 
slope  of  the  hill,  partly  on  an  island 
in  the  middle  of  the  river  joined  to 
the  banks  by  an  old  stone  bridge  in 
two  divisions. 

,  The  railroad  is  carried  along  the  1. 
bonk  of  the  Seine,  and  passes  in  the 
rear  of  Mantes,  where  is  a  station. 

The  scenery  of  the  valley  is  very 
pleasing,  though  the  chalky  white  of 
the  rocks  is  an  eyesore.  The  banks 
of  the  river  are  enlivened  with  coun- 


try houses.  The  post  road  runs  at 
some  distance  from  the  river  until  it 
reaches  Limay,  the  &ubourg  of  Mantes, 
where  it  crosses  firom  the  rt.  to  the  L 
bank  by  the  bridge. 

1 5  Mantes.  •—  Inns :  Cheval  Blanc ; 
—  Grand  Cerf.  This  town  is  prettily 
situated  on  the  margin  of  the  Seine, 
whence  it  has  gained  the  epithet  La 
Jolie. 

The  chief  building  is  the  Church  of 
Notre  Ikune,  standing  a  little  way 
above  the  bridge,  and  conspicuous  by 
reason  of  its  2  towers  from  a  long  dis* 
tance.  It  is  a  fine  Gothic  building ; 
the  body  supported  by  flying  but* 
tresses,  the  roof  covered  with  co* 
loured  tiles.  The  portals  are  pointed ; 
the  sculpture  which  adorns  them  is 
sadly  mutilated.  The  interior,  in  the 
early  pointed  style,  is  very  pleasing ; 
its  most  remarkable  feature  being  the 
height  of  the  triforium  gallery  formed 
of  triple  arches,  which  being  carried 
quite  round  the  E.  end,  and  lighted 
by  windows  behind,  gives  a  cheerful 
character  to  the  church.  The  towers 
at  the  W.  end  open  into  the  nave. 
It  was  built  for  Blanche  of  CastiUe 
and  her  son  St.  Louis  by  the  architect 
Eudes  de  Montreuil. 

The  solitary  Tower  of  St,  Machu  is 
the  sole  remnant  of  another  church, 
built  in  1344  with  the  toll  dues  ex- 
acted for  leave  to  tow  barges  through 
the  bridge  on  Sundays  and  holydays. 
It  is  deservedly  preserved  as  a  fine  light 
Gothic  structure. 

It  was  among  the  glowing  embers 
of  the  houses  and  monasteries  of 
Mantes,  which  he  had  remorselessly 
caused  to  be  burnt,  that  William 
the  Conqueror  received  the  injury  in 
his  corpulent  person,  caused  by  his 
horse  starting,  which  proved  mortal 
a  few  days  after  at  Rouen.  The 
castle  of  the  French  kings,  where 
Henri  IV.  .held  the  conferences  with 
the  Romish  clergy  which  preceded 
his  abjurance  of  the  Protestant  faith, 
was  destroyed  by  the  Regent  Duke 
of  Orleans. 

Coaches   daily  to  St.  Germain  hj 
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the  road  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Seine.  Mantes  is  a  station  on  the 
railway. 

About  half  way  between  Mantes 
and  Bonnieres  we  pass  Rosny,  a  dirty 
little  village,  contiguous  to  which,  b^ 
tween  it  and  the  Seine,  stands  the 
Chateau,  the  birthplace  of  Sully,  where 
he  was  frequently  visited  by  his  friend 
and  master  Henri  IV.,  who  slept  here 
the  night  after  his  victory  at  Tvry. 
The  king  having  overtaken  Sully  on 
the  road  desperately  wounded  carried 
on  a  litter,  accompanied  by  his  squires 
in  a  like  plight,  fell  on  his  neck 
and  ,'  affectionately  embraced  him. 
The  chateau  is  a  plain,  solid  building 
of  red  brick,  with  stone  quoins  and  a 
high  tent  roof,  surrounded  by  a  deep 
ditch  ;  it  was  rebuilt  by  Sully  at  the 
beginning  of  the  17th  century.  It 
is  destitute  of  architectural  beauty 
externally,  and  within  has  been  mo- 
dernised, although  one  room  is  still 
called  Chambre  de  Sully.  From  1818 
down  to  the  Revolution  of  1830, 
Rosny  was  the  favourite  residence  of 
the  Duchesse  de  Berri,  who  erected 
here  a  chapel  to  contain  the  heart  of 
her  husband.  The  chateau  has  since 
changed  hands  repeatedly,  and  its 
present  proprietor  (1841)  is  pulling 
down  the  wings,  which  were  modern, 
and  added  by  the  duchess.  The 
grounds  extend  for  some  distance 
along  the  margin  of  the  river,  to 
which  they  owe  their  sole  charm,  the 
ground  being  perfectly  flat,  and  tra- 
versed by  long  formal  avenues. 

In  skirting  the  forest  of  Rosny, 
contiguous  to  the  village,  we  are  re- 
minded  of  the  sacrifice  made  by  Sully, 
in  felling  in  it  at  one  time  timber 
to  the  amount  of  100,000  francs  to 
pay  his  master's  debts. 

The  railway  is  carried  on  a  lofty 
terrace,  ade  by  side  with  the  high  road 
as  fiir  as  Rolleboise,  where  it  pene- 
trates in  a  tunnel  through  a  hill  which 
the  road  surmounts  by  a  steep  ascent. 
(Seep.  28.)  An  abrupt  curve  of  the 
river,  here  sweeping  round  by  the 
chateau  La  Roche  Guyon  (p.  48.), 


is  thus  avoided.  The  farther  extremity 
of  the  tunnel  opens  out  close  to 

13  Bonnidres. 

About  IJ  m.  beyond  this  the  road 
to  Caen  and  Cherburg  by  Evreuz 
(Route  25.)  separates  on  the  1.  from 
that  to  Rouen,  which  under  a  shady 
avenue  of  walnut  and  ash  trees  skirts 
the  margin  of  the  Seine.  A  small  rivulet 
flowing  into  it  from  the  S.,  crossed  by 
our  road,  was  the  boundary  of  the 
ancient  province  of  Normandy,  as  it 
now  is  of  the  department  of  the  £ure  i 
and  2  ra.  farther  on  we  reach 

1 1  Vernon.  —  Inn :   Grand  Cert  * 

This  town,  which,  like  many  others 
in  Normandy,  gives  a  name  to  a  nobld 
English  famUy,  is  prettily  situated,  and 
its  interior  retains  a  venerable  air  of 
antiquity  in  its  timber-framed  houses  i 
but  its  narrow  streets,  however  pic* 
turesque,  are  by  no  means  convenient 
on  a  great  highway  of  traffic.  There 
is  preserved  an  ancient  tower,  tall 
and  massive;  and  a  Gothic  churehf 
the  choir  of  the  13th,  the  nave  of  the 
16th  century,  in  which  one  monument 
only  among  many  escaped  the  Revo- 
lution, —  that  of  a  lady  of  the  family 
Maignard,  —  consisting  of  a  kneeling 
effigy  in  marble  (date  1610). 

The  Chateau  de  Bizy^  approached 
by  a  fine  avenue,  on  the  outskirts  of 
the  town,  once  one  of  the  finest  seats 
in  Normandy,  the  property  of  the 
Counts  of  £u,  and  afterwards  of  the 
Due  de  Penthievre,  was  destroyed  at 
the  Revolution,  and  is  now  replaced 
by  a  plain  country  house  belonging 
to  Louis  Philippe.  Vernon  is  con- 
nected by  a  wooden  bridge  (on  stone^ 
piers)  with  the  suburb  Vernonet, 

There  is  another  post  road  front 
Vernon  along  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Seine,  by  Andelys  (22  kilom),  and 
Chateau  Gaillard  (Route  11.),  Pont 
St.  Pierre  (19  kilom),  Le  Forge 
F^ret  (10  kilom),  to  Rouen  (11 
kilom),  but  it  is  longer  by  3}  m.  than 
the  following : 

14  Gaillon.  A  huge  penitentiary 
occupies  the  place,  and  in  part  the 
remains,  of  the  chateau  of  th^  arch* 
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bishops  of  Rouen.  It  was  sold  at 
the  Kevolution  to  a  speculator,  and 
partly  pulled  down ;  fortunately  the 
&9ade  built  by  the  Cardinal  d*Am- 
boise,  a  splendid  example  of  the  style 
of  the  renaissance,  was  rescued  by 
3SI.  Lenoir  and  transported  to  Pari% 
"where  it  has  been  reconstructed  in 
firont  of  the  Ecole  des  Beaux  Arts. 
The  4  Gothic  towers,  and  part  of  the 
terrace  incorporated  in  the  new  build- 
ing, are  fragments  of  the  palace. 

In  the  distance  is  seen  the  impose 
ang  ruin  of  Chateau  Gaillard,  the  pet 
castle  of  Richard  Coeur  de  Lion 
(Route  11.),  rising  on  a  lofty  rock 
"gashed  by  the  Seine,  but  5  or  6  m. 
!K.  of  our  road;  so  great  is  the 
circuit   which  the  river  here  again 

makes.  r-     -s/'j     ~         - : 

'  The  isthmus  of  the  peninsula  formed 
by  this  curve  is  traversed  by  the  rail- 
way in  a  tunnel  (p.  28.). 

The  post  road  quits  the  borders  of 
the  Seine  before  reaching  Gaillon,  and 
4oes  not  rejoin  it  until  Pont  de 
TArche  is  reached. 

At  the  village  Heudebouville  the 
road  to  Andelys  and  Chateau  Gaillard 
(6  m.  distant)  strikes  off  to  the  rt. 
Here  also  the  road  to  Rouen  divides 
into  2  branches;  the  rt.-hand  one, 
by  Vaudreuil,  though  shorter,  is  more 
hilly,  and  takes  the  same  time  to 
travel,  so  that  by  Louviers  is  pre- 
ferable. Tall  chimneys  and  nume- 
rous huge  red  brick  biuldings  with 
many  windows  proclaun  the  manu- 
fecturing  town  of 

14  Louviers  (Inns :  H.  de  Rouen, 
dear';  de  Mouton  —  neither  good), 
advantageously  situated  on  the  nu- 
merous branches  of  the  Sure;  it 
is  one  of  the  3  principal  clothing 
towns  of  France,  the  other  two 
being  Elbceuf  and  Sedan.  It  con- 
tains more  than  40  cloth  manu- 
factories, which  employ  from  7000  to 
8000  persons  in  and  around  the  town, 
though  the  number  of  inhabitants 
does  not  exceed-  9885.  The  cloth 
of  Louviers  is  remarkable  for  its  fine 
quality.     The  Church  of  Ndtre  Damey 


shrouded  behind  the  number  of  it9 
flying  buttresses,  presents  a  mass  of 
incongruities  and  sad  mutilations,  yet 
is  well  worth  examination.  Its  S. 
portal,  projecting  forwards  on  fringed 
arches,  with  a  pendant  hanging  from 
the  centre,  is  decked  out  with  an  ex- 
uberance of  florid  ornament.  It  was 
built  in  1496.  The  W.  end  has  3 
portals,  the  centre  supported  by  a 
Corinthian  pillar.  In  the  inside  the 
nave  and  choir  date  from  1218,  and 
exhibit  the  transition  from  the  round 
to  the  pointed  style ;  low  and  thick 
columnar  piers  support  pointed  archeSf 
on  which  rests  a  glazeid  triforium  of 
round-headed  trefoil  arches,  with 
lancet  windows  under  trefoil  arches  in 
the  clerestory ;  the  aisles  are  more 
modern.  The  bas-reliefs,  carved  in 
wood,  of  sacred  subjects  from  the  life 
of  our  Saviour,  and  the  painted  glass 
merit  notice,  as  well  as  the  open  gal- 
lery of  filagree  stone-work  under 
the  central  tower  S.  side. 

The  Gothic  house  with  pointed 
windows,  called  Maison  des  Templiers, 
is  probably  as  old  as  the  13th  or 
beginning  of  the  14th  century. 

A  road  branches  off  hence  to  £1- 
boeuf  (R.  11.);  coaches  run  thither 
daily. 

At  Vaudreuil  on  the  Eure,  3  or 
4  m.  to  the  right  of  the  road  to 
Rouen,  is  an  old  castle  surrounded  by 
the  waters  of  the  £ure,  and  a  fine 
church  with  a  beautiful  W.  window. 

A  considerable  tract  of  forest  is 
passed  between  Louviers  and  Pont 
de  I'Arche,  a  small  town,  whose  main 
street  is  a  narrow  and  inconvenient 
lane  leading  to  the  bridge  of  22 
arches  by  which  the  Seine  is  once 
more  crossed,  a  little  below  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Eure.  The  view  from  it 
is  pretty;  on  the  right  is  seen  the 
Cote  des  Deux  Amants  (see  Route 
11.).     The  tide  ascends  to  this  point. 

The  Gothic  church  contains  some 
curious  painted  windows :  in  one  of 
them  the  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
male  and  female,  in  the  costume  of 
the   16th  century,  are  seen  towing 
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baiges  through  the  eentnd  arch  uf 
the  bridge. 

To  avoid  a  long  bend  of  the  river 
the  road  is  carried  over  a  high  hill, 
whose  top  commands  a  charming 
Tiew^  but  on  the  opposite  descent  re- 
gains the  margin  of  the  river  before  ^ 

1 7  Port  St.  Ouen,  and  thence  runs 
beside  it,  skirting  the  foot  of  the 
chaHc  hills  through  a  series  of  vil- 
lages and  hamlets  to  the  extenrive 
subufb  of  Eauplet,  which  extends  up 
to  the  gate  of  Rouen.  The  entrance 
into  the  town  on  this  side  is  by  the 
Cours  Dauphin,  a  raised  causeway 
planted  with  an  avenue  of  trees,  having 
the  Seine  on  the  1.  and  the  Champ 
de  Mars  on  the  rt.  hand. 

1 1  Rousv. — Inns  :  Hotel  de  Rouen 
on  the  Qua!  du  Havre,  dose  to  the 
landing-place  of  the  steamer;  room 
S  fr.  ;  table  dlidte  S  fr.  Hotel 
d'Angleterre,  Quai  Boleldieu.  Al- 
bion Hotel,  Quai  du  Havre.  Hotel 
Vatel,  Rue  des  Camras. 

Rouen,  anciently  RotomaguM,  the 
capital  of  ancient  Normandy,  and  the 
chief  town  at  present  of  the  department 
of  the  Seine  TnfSrieure,  is  agreeably 
seated  on  the  Seine,  and  yields  to  no 
provineial  city  of  France  in  its  migestic 
and  venerable  aspect,  in  historic  asso- 
eiations,  and  in  magnificent  buildings ; 
the  triumph  of  the  ecclesiastical  and 
eivil  architecture,  of  the  middle  ages. 
It  has  this  advantage  also  over  most 
other  ancient  towns,  that  it  is  not  a 
mere  heap  of  dry  bones,  destitute  of 
life  and  abandoned  by  commerce ;  its 
narrow  streets  of  gable-fiujed,  timber- 
fronted  mansions,  swarm  like  an  ant- 
hill with  busy  crowds  passing  to  and 
fro;  it  is  a  focus  of  trade,  and  the 
ehief  seat  of  the  cotton  manufiicture 
in  France.  Itmay  be  called,  indeed,  the 
Freni^Manchester.  It  contains  93,063 
inhabitants,  and  is  surpassed  in  popu- 
lation by  only  4  other  cities  in  France. 

The  situation  of  Rouen  on  a  river 
wluch  aflfbrds  ready  access  on  the  one 
hand  to  the  sea  at  Havre  (103  m. 
distant  by  the  windings  of  the  stream), 
and  with  the  capital  on  the  other, 


tends  highly  to  promote  its  industry 
and  commerce.  The  S^e,  here  more 
than  1000  ft.  broad,  forms  a  convenient 
port  accessible  for  vessels  of  250  tons; 
and  though  the  number  of  vessels  ia 
small,  they  add  both  to  the  pieturesque- 
ness  and  animation  of  the  scene.  Ita 
banks  are  formed  into  foie  broad 
Qvait,  and  these  are  lined  with  hand- 
some modem  builcKngs,  which  have 
sprung  up  within  the  last  10  or  15 
years,  and  serve  as  a  screen  to  hide  a 
rear  rank  of  tottering  timber  houses^ 
such  as  form  the  bulk  of  the  city,  and 
which  previously  extended  down  to 
the  river  side.  ,  Modem  improvements 
and*  additions,  indeed,  have  of  late 
greatly  detracted  from  the  venerable 
and  picturesque  appearance  of  Rouen; 
but  the  changes  are  skin-deep,  con- 
fined to  its  exterior,  and  the  stranger 
has  only  to  plunge  into  its  almost 
inextricable  labyrinth  of  streets  to 
find  enough  of  antiquity  to  satiate  the 
artist  or  the  most  ardent  lover  of  by- 
gone times :  although  a  law  having 
been  passed  prohibiting  the  rebuilciU 
ing  of  houses  in  wood,  their  number 
must  diminish  every  year. 

A  Boulevard,  occupying  the  place 
of  the  old  fortifications  which  resisted 
Henry  V.  of  England  and  Henri  I V. 
of  France,  runs  round  the  old  town 
nearly  in  a  semicircle,  touching  the 
Seine  at  its  two  extremities.  This  line 
includes  within  it  all  die  most  inter* 
esting  public  monuments  and  objects 
worth  notice ;  outside  of  it  spread  a 
supplement  of  populous  faubourgs^ 
occupied  chiefly  by  the  weavers  and 
working  classes,  who  also  form  the 
bulk  of  the  population  in  the  suburb 
St.  Sever,  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Seine, 
having  wider  but  not  cleaner  streets 
than  the  inner  town,  interspersed  at 
intervals  by  tall  smoking  chimneys 
and  lavishly  glazed  spinning  mills. 

A  walk  through  the  town  in  the 
following  order  will  carry  the  .'pe- 
destrian to  the  things  best  worth  ob- 
servation; but  if  be  wishes  to  see 
them  thoroughly,  he  will  find  one  or 
even  two  days  not  enough.     The  dis- 
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tances  from  one  quarter  of  the  town 
to  another  are  considerable,  to  say  no- 
thing  of  the  want  of  pavement,  the 
dirt,  and  the  bad  smells  which  he  will 
have  to  encounter.  The  Rue  Grand 
port,  which  runs  up  from  the  quai 
opposite  the  suspension- bridge,  and 
which  is  at  once  the  chief  thorough- 
fare and  includes  the  best  shops,  will 
bring  you  to  the  Cathedral ;  a  little 
in  the  rear  of  it,  to  the  £.,  is  the 
church  of  St.  Maclou,  from  the  door 
of  which  a  street  running  due  N.  will 
bring  you  to  St.  Ouen,  the  noblest 
church  in  Rouen.  Close  beside  it, 
in  the  H.  de  Ville,  is  the  gallery  of 
pictures ;  but  more  worthy  of  atten- 
tion is  the  Museum  of  Antiquities, 
Rue  de  Beauvoisin,  near  the  Boule- 
vard. Hence  you  must  thread  your 
way  back  to  the  river,  visiting  in  turn 
the  Palais  de  Justice,  Tour  de  Grosse 
Horloge,  Place  de  la  Pucelle  (where 
Joan  of  Arc  was  burnt),  and  Hotel  de 
Bourgtheroulde.  As  the  churches 
close  at  12,  they  should  be  visited  in 
the  early  part  of  the  day. 

The  Cathedral  of  Notre  Dame  oc- 
cupies with  its  W.  front  one  side  of 
the  fruit  and  flower  market  The  vast 
proportions  of  this  grand  Gothic  &- 
9ade,  its  elaborate  and  profuse  de- 
corations, and  its  stone  screens  of  open 
tracery,  impress  one,  at  first  glance, 
with  wonder  and  admiration ;  dimi- 
nished, however, though  not  destroyed, 
by  a  closer  examination,  which  shows 
a  confusion  of  ornament  and  ascertain 
corruption  of  taste.  "  It  is  viciously 
florid,  and  looks  like  a  piece  of 
rock-work,  rough  and  encrusted 
with  images  and  tabernacles,  and 
ornamented  from  top  to  bottom."  — 
G,  Knight,  The  projecting  central 
porch  and  the  whole  of  the  upper  part 
were  the  work  of  Cardinal  d'Amboise 
(1509 — 1530) ;  the  lateral  ones  are  of 
an  earlier  period  (13th  century),  and 
chaster  style;  and  the  sculpture  adorn- 
ing them  deserves  attention.  Above 
the  central  door  is  carved  the  ge- 
nealogy of  Jesse.  Over  the  1.  hand 
(N.W.)  door  is  the  Death  of  St  John 


Baptist, -~  in  it  may  be  seen  Hero« 
dias*  daughter  dancing,  or  rather 
tumbling,  before  Herod:  over  this, 
on  the  rt)  much  mutilated,  the 
Virgin  with  Saints.  Of  the  two 
stately  flanking  towers,  that  of  St.. 
Romain,  on  the  N.,  rests  on  walls 
older  than  any  other  part  of  the 
building  (12th  century):  it  maybe 
profitably  ascended,  on  account  of 
the  view.  The  rt  hand,  or  S.  W. 
tower,  called  Tour  de  Beurre,  be* 
cause  built  (between  1485  and  1507) 
with  the  money  paid  for  indulgences 
to  eat  butter  in  Lent,  is  a  far  more 
beautiful  structure,  surmounted  with 
an  elegant  circlet  of  stone  filagree. 
It  contained  the  famous  bell,  named 
George  d*  Amboise,  melted  at  the  Re- 
volution ;  it  is  now  gutted.  Of  the 
central  spire  the  less  that  is  said  the 
better ;  it  is  a  cage  of  cast-iron  bars 
intended  to  replace  a  spire  of  wood 
burnt  by  lightning,  1822;  and  judging 
from  its  shape  and  size,  seen  at  a  dis- 
tance, might  be  taken  for  the  parent 
of  all  the  fiictory  chimneys  in  and 
about  the  town.  When  finished,  it 
will  reach  to  a  height  of  436  ft  It 
is  quite  out  of  character  with  the  rest 
of  the  building,  and  is  intended  to  be 
gilt  A  corkscrew  or  geometrical 
staircase  of  iron  worms  itself  up  the 
centre  to  a  dizzy  height 

The  N.  and  S.  fronts  are  in  a 
style  resembling  the  decorated  of 
England,  with  geometric  tracery. 
The  very  beautiful  N.  door,  called 
Portail  dea  Librairei,  from  the  book 
stalls  which  once  occupied  the  court 
before  it,  was  not  finished  until  1478. 
The  opposite  one  leading  to  the  S. 
transept,  called  Portail  de  la  Calendcy 
and  nearly  of  the  same  age  and  style, 
is  ornamented  with  bas>re]ieis  from 
the  history  of  Joseph.  The  figure 
hanging,  vulgarly  supposed  to  repre- 
sent a  corn  merchant  who  suffered 
for  using  false  measures,  whUe  his 
property  was  confiscated  to  build  thia 
entrance,  is  otherwise,  and  more  accu- 
rately, explained  to  be  Pharaoh*s  chief 
butler.     The  N.  transept  is  flanked 
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on  either  side  by  open  towers  of  great 
beauty,  and  of  such  proportions  as 
would  fit  them  for  the  W.  front  of  an 
£nglish  eathedraL 

.  The  interior  measures  435  ft.  in 
length,  and  the  height  of  the  nave  is 
89|  ft.  It  is  in  the  early  pointed 
style :  above  the  main  arches  of  the 
nave  runs  a  second  tier,  smaller,  but 
caning  also  into  the  aisles;  an  ar- 
rangement not  uncommon  in  Nor- 
mandy, but  of  which  England  pre- 
sents only  one  instance,  in  Waltham 
Abbey.  The  three  rose  windows, 
in  the  nave  and  transepts,  are  very 
£ne  in  size  and  decoration.  In  the 
end  chapel,  on  the  S.  side  of  tlie  nave^ 
is  the  tomb  and  eflSgy  of  Rollo,  first 
duke  of  Normandy,  and  opposite  to  it 
that  of  his  son  WiUiam  Long  Ep4e ; 
but  the  figures  are  not  older  probably 
than  the  ISth  century. 

The  ekoir,  sq)arated  from  the  nave 
by  a  modem  Grecian  screen,  was  built 
between  1 280  and  1 300.  The  carving 
of  the  stalls,  executed  1467,  is  ex- 
tremely curious.  The  finest  and 
oldest  painted  glass  is  to  be  found  in 
the  chapeb  of  the  choir  aisles;  it  is  of 
the  )3th  century.  Small  lozenge- 
shaped  tablets  of  marble,  let  into  the 
pavement  of  the  choir,  mark  the  spots 
where  the  heart  of  Richard  Cceur 
de  Lion,  and  the  bodies  of  his 
brother  Henry  (died  1 1 83),  of  WiUiam 
son  of  Geoffroy  Plantagenet,  their 
uncle,  and  of  John  Duke  of  Bedford, 
regent  (prorex  Normannise)  under 
Henry  VI.  (1435),  were  interred. 
Their  monuments,  much  injured  by 
the  outrages  of  the  Huguenots  in 
1663,  when  all  parts  of  the  church 
suffered  more  or  less,  were  removed, 
and  lost  until  1838,  when  the  effigy  of 
Richard  /.,  a  rude  statue  6^  ft.  long, 
^  was  dug  up  from  under  the  pavement 
on  the  1.  of  the  high  altar.  His  "  lion 
heart  '*  was  also  found  still  perfect 
but  shrunk  in  size,  enveloped  in  a 
sort  of  greenish  taffeta  enclosed  in  a 
case  of  lead,  and  is  now  deposited  in 
the  sacristy.  His  body  was  interred 
at  Fontevrault ;  but  he  bequeathed  his 


heart  to  Rouen,  on  aeeount  of  th« 
great  affection  which  he  bore  to  the 
Normans.  The  eiBgy  of  limestone^ 
much  mutilated,  representshim crown« 
ed,  and  in  the  royal  robes,  and  is  now 
placed  in  the  Lady  Chapel  behind  the 
high  altar,  which  contains  two  other 
splendid  and  highly  interesting  monu- 
ments. On  the  rt.  hand  is  that  of 
cardinals  George  d'Amboise,  arch* 
bishop  of  Rouen  and  minister  of 
Louis  XII.  and  his  brother,  a  mag* 
nificent  structure  of  black  and  white 
marble,  in  the  style  of  the  renaissance, 
executed  in  1525.  The  marble  sta- 
tues of  the  two  cardinals,  uncle  and 
nephew,  kneel  below  a  covered  canopy 
richly  ornamented  and  gilt;  behind 
is  a  bas-relief  of  St.  George  and  the 
Dragon;  above,  in  niches  arranged 
two  by  two,  are  statues  of  the  12 
Apostles ;  below  are  the  Cardinal  Vir- 
tues. The  pilasters  and  intervening 
spaces  are  adorned  with  rich  and  fim- 
ciful  arabesques.  The  bodies  of  the 
Cardinals  d'Amboise  were  torn  from 
the  grave  by  the  Revolutionists  of 
1793,  the  lead  of  the  coffins  melted» 
and  the  contents  scattered. 

On  the  1.  side  of  the  chapel  is  the 
monument  of  the  Due  de  Br^w^ 
grand  ^seneschal  of  Normandy;  but 
more  remarkable  as  husband  of  the 
celebrated  Diana  of  Poitiers,  mistress 
of  Henry  II. ,  by  whom  it  was  erected. 
The  effigy  of  the  distressed  widow 
kneels  at  the  head  of  an  emaciated 
corpse  representing  her  husband  after 
death,  stretched  on  a  sarcophagus  of 
black  marble.  She  is  in  a  mourning 
attitude  corresponding  with  the  worda 
of  the  epitaph  which  she  caused  to  be 
engraved  on  the  tomb :  — • 

**  Indivulsa  tibi  qnoodaaa,  et  fidtttima  con- 
jux. 
Ut  fUlt  in  thalamo  sic  erlt  in  tumulo.'* 

A  sentiment,  however,  which  must 
be  taken  in  an  ironical  sense ;  it  is 
quite  certain  that  she  was  not  buried 
with  him,  but  at  her  chateau  of  Anet, 
and  it  is  probable  that  she  was  as 
true  to  her  word  in  one  respect  as  in 
the  other.    Above^  in  an  arched  recess* 
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is  the  statue  of  the  duke  in  lull  armour 
on  horsehaok.  This  tomb  is  a  splendid 
work  of  the  age  of  Francis  I. ;  and  is 
attributed  to  Jean  Goujon,  or  Jean 
Cousin. 

A  rich  florid  Gothic  niche  at  the 
side»  surmounted  by  a  stone  canopy 
of  open  work  and  intervening  stems, 
was  erected  at  an  earlier  period 
(1465)  to  Pierre  de  Br^ze,  grand- 
fiither  of  the  preceding.  Neither 
«tatue  nor  inscription  remuns. 

The  elaborately  carved  screen  in 
^nt  of  the  sacristy,  executed  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  15th  century,  and 
its  wrought-iron  door,  must  not  be 
passed  without  notice. 

Passing  the  Archev^hi,  contiguous 
to  the  cathedral  on  its  N.  and  £.  side, 
we  come  to  the 

Church  of  St.  Maelouy  which  ranks 
third  among  the  churches  of  Rouen 
in  beauty.  Its  grandest  feature  is 
its  triple  porch,  one  division  of  which 
was  until  lately  blocked  up  by  a 
house  built  exactly  in  front  of  it ;  it 
Is  a  fine  specimen  of  the  florid  architec- 
ture of  the  15th  century.  The  tra^ 
Teller  should  pay  attention  to  the 
wooden  doors  (including  that  on  the  N. 
side),  beautifully  carved  with  Scrip- 
ture subjects,  in  bas-relief,  by  Jean 
Goujon,  it  is  said,  and  to  the  elaborate 
winding  stair  of  stone  near  the  W.  en- 
trance, within  the  church.  There  is 
much  painted  glass  in  the  windows. 

Tlie  Church  of  St.  Ouen  surpasses 
the  cathedral  in  size,  purity  of  style, 
masterly  execution,  and  splendid  but 
judicious  decoration,  and  is  inferior 
only  as  regards  historic  monuments. 
It  is  beyond  doubt  one  of  the  noblest 
and  most  perfect  Gothic  edifices  in 
the  world.  Although  it  sufiered 
considerably  from  the  Huguenots 
(1562),  who  made  3  bonfires  within 
^e  building  to  bum  the  stalls,  pulpit> 
organ,  and  priests'  robes ;  and  from 
the  republicans,  who  turned  it  into  an 
armourer's  shop,  and  raised  a  smith's 
forge  in  its  interior,  by  the  smoke 
of  which  the  windows  were  blackened 
until  they  ceaned  to  be  transparent, 


it  has  escaped  in  a  remarkable  degree  ; 
and  judicious  restoration,  at  presoit 
carrying  on ,  leave  little  to  desire  touch* 
ing  its  state  of  repair.  ' 

Tlie  first  stone  of  the  existing  edi- 
fice (for  4  other  churches  had  pre* 
ceded  it)  was  laid  1318  by  Abbot 
Jean  Roussel ;  the  choir,  the  chapels, 
and  nearly  all  the  transept  were  com* 
pleted  in  21  years,  and  the  nave  and 
tower  finished  by  the  end  of  the  15tli 
century.  Thus  one  plan  being  fol- 
lowed to  the  termination,  the  most 
perfect  harmony  of  style  prevails 
throughout.  **  The  W.  front  was  to 
have  been  flanked  by  2  steeples,  be* 
tween  which  a  curved  portico  of  3 
arches  was  proposed ;  but  it  is  un« 
finished."— 2>.  T. 

Above  the  cross  rises  the  central 
tower  260  ft.  high,  which,  whether 
examined  close  at  hand  (as  it  ought 
to  be),  or  seen  at  a  distance  rising 
above  the  town,  is  a  model  of  grace 
and  delicacy.  "  It  is  wholly  com* 
posed  of  open  arches  and  tracery,  and 
terminates  with  an  octangular  crown 
of  fleurs-de-lis."  — 2).  21,  which  an- 
cient royal  symbol  is  also  discovered 
in  the  pattern  of  the  tracery  of  the 
windows,  and  in  the  painted  glass. 

The  S.  portal,  called  des  Marmouzets 
from  the  figures  of  animals  carved  on 
it^  deserves  attentive  examination,  as 
a  gem  of  Gothic  work  scarcely  to  be 
surpassed.  It  is  surrounded  by  a 
fringe  of  open  trefoil  arches ;  while  9 
groined  pendants,  6  ft.  long,  drop  from 
its  vault.  The  bas-relief  over  the  door 
represents  the  Death  and  Assump- 
tion of  the  Virgin :  the  whole  has  been 
restored. 

The  interior  (443  ft.  long,  and 
106^  ft.  high),  notwithstanding  its 
size,  is  peculiarly  light  andf  graceftil ; 
its  richly  moulded  piers  are  without 
capitals,  the  front  pillars  running 
up  uninterruptedly  to  the  roof  as 
ribs,  the  side  ones  bending  under 
the  arches.  The  clerestory,  being 
very  large,  increases  the  effect  *  of 
lightness  ;  «  the  windows  seem  to 
have  absorbed  all    the  solid  wall," 
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and  the  roof  is  maintained  in  its 
place  by  the  support  of  pillars  and 
Imttresses  alone.  All  the  glass  is 
painted,  and  there  are  3  noble  rose 
windows  filled  with  it.  The  stranger 
should  look  into  the  holy  water  basin 
(fo^nitier)  close  to  the  W.  door ;  he 
will  find  the  beauties  of  the  interior 
all  mirrored  on  the  surface  of  the 
water.  The  master  mason  under  and 
by  whom  this  noble  church  was  reared 
is  buried  in  St.  Agnes'  chapel,  the  2d 
on  the  1.  in  the  N.  choir  aisle.  His 
name  was  Alexander  Bemeval ;  and, 
according  to  tradition,  he  murdered 
his  apprentice  through  envy,  because 
the  youth  had  surpassed  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  rose  window  in  the  N.  tran* 
sept,  into  the  tracery  of  which  the  pen- 
talpha  is  introduced,  that  which  his 
master  had  constructed  in  the  S.  tran- 
sept. Though  the  mason  paid  the 
penalty  oi  his  crime,  the  monks,  out 
of  gratitude  for  his  skill,  interred  his 
body  within  the  church  which  he  bad 
contributed  so  much  to  ornament. 

The  whole  of  the  transept,  choir, 
and  lower  part  of  the  tower  are 
Decorated  in  character,  passing  into 
tfae^m&oyan^  in  the  upper  story  of 
the  tower  and  in  the  nave. 

The  material  used  in  the  structure 
of  St.  Ouen  is  a  limestone  approach- 
ing to  chalk,  and  containing  flints, 
which  have  been  often  patiently  cut 
through  in  the  delicate  earring  and 
tracery.  But  the  details  of  the  build- 
ing should  be  studied  on  the  roo^  upon 
the  tower,  and  in  the  internal  galloies. 
It  will  well  repay  the  trouble  of  the 
ascent. 

A  very  pretty  Garden,  whose  great 
ornament,  however,  is  the  adjacent 
chjirch,  extends  along  the  N,  side  of 
^t.  Ouen,  behind  the  H6tel  de  Ville ; 
it  was  originally  the  convent  garden. 
Within  it,  attached  to  the  church, 
stands  a  very  perfect  Norman  tower, 
with  semicircular  windows,  in  the 
style  of  the  1 1  th  century ;  it  probably 
formed  part  of  a  previously  existing 
church.  It  is  called  **  La  Chambre 
aux  Clercs.*' 


St  Ouen  was  archbishop  of  Rooeiii 
and  died  678. 

The  HStelde  Fafe,ahandsomebuild» 
ing  of  Italian  architecture,  attached  to 
the  N.  transept  of  the  church,  formed 
part  of  the  monastery  of  St  Ouen,  to 
which  a  modern  front,  with  CorintlUan 
colonnade,  has  been  added  to  give  the 
building  an  oiHoial,  civic  air.  Besidea 
the  public  offices,  it  contains  tiie 
I^Mic  Library,  and  Le  Musie  des 
Tableaux,  a  collection  in  which  the 
good  paintings  bear  a  very  small  pro^ 
portion  to  the  bad.  There  is  an  an- 
cient and  curious  picture,  attributed 
to  Van  £yck,  of  the  Virgin  and  Child 
amidst  Angels  and  Saints ;  the  pre- 
della  of  an  altar-piece  by  Peruginot 
brought  from  Perugia;  a  copy  of 
Rapbaers  Madonna  di  San  Sisto; 
St  Francis  in  ecstasy ;  by  Ann,  Os- 
racei;  the  Plague  at  Milan,  by  Lemom^ 
niire  of  Rouen;  and  an  Ecoe  Homoy 
by  Mignard, 

The  BiMwthique  Publifue  is  a  va- 
luable  collection  of  33,000  volumesi 
very  accessible,  being  open  every  day 
from  11  to  4,  and  from  6  to  9,  ex- 
cept Sunday  and  Thursday.  Among 
the  1200  MSS.,  many  richly  onuK 
mented  with  paintings,  are  the  his- 
tory of  the  Normans,  by  William  of 
Jumidges,  1 1th  century;  a  Benedio* 
tionary,  which  belonged  to  an  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  ;  and  a  missal 
book  of  ]the  13tb  century:  the  Gni* 
dual  of  Daniel  d'Aubonne,  17th  cen- 
tury, containing  about  200  vignettes 
and  initials,  is  very  beautiAil. 

Le  MusSe  des  Anttquitis,  in  the  sup- 
pressed convent  de  St  Marie,  Rue 
Beauvoisin,  from  the  number  and 
rarity  of  the  curiosities  deposited  in 
it,  consisting  for  the  most  part  of  vo- 
luntary donations,  is  one  of  the  most 
interesting  sights  in  the  town,  and 
highly  creditable  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  department,  by  whom  It 
was  founded,  1833-4;  no  stranger 
should  omit  to  visit  it.  The  foUow-t 
ing  enumeration  w^l  give  an  idea  Ot 
the  nature  of  the  objects  preserved 
here  :  <—  The  door  of  the  house  in 
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which  Girneille  was  bom;  many 
Roman  and  Gallic  tombstones,  coffins, 
&c.y  dug  up  at  Rouen  and  other 
places  in  the  department  of  la  Seine 
Ini^rieure ;  many  fragments  of  Ro- 
man sculpture  ;  specimens  of  pot- 
tery, glass,  mosaics ;  inscriptions ;  to- 
geUier  with  a  draped  female  statue 
of  good  work,  but  wanting  the  head, 
from  the  Roman  theatre,  Liliebonne. 

It  is  chiefly,  however,  for  works  of 
art  and  antiquities  of  the  middle  ages, 
and  the  following  period  down  to  the 
17th  century,  that  this  museum  is 
entitled  to  attention. 

The  windows,  15  in  number,  by 
which  the  gallery  is  lighted,  are  all 
filled  with  painted  gl€UB  derived  from 
suppressed  convents,  churches,  &c., 
forming  a  chronological  series  from 
the  13th  to  the  17th  century;  most 
valuable  and  interesting,  as  showing 
the  progress  of  the  art.  The  most 
remarkable  are  those  from  the  church 
of  St.  Eloi,  Rouen,  16th  century ; 
the  miracle  of  St.  Nicholas  from  St. 
Godard  (first  half  of  16th  century), 
very  fine.  There  is  no  collection  of 
glass  painting  equal  to  this  in  France 
or  England. 

In  glazed  frames  against  the  wall 
are  hung  charters  and  other  ancient 
MSS.  containing  autographs  of  re- 
markable persons.  Among  them 
William  the  Conqueror*s  mark,  a 
cross  (he  could  not  write) ;  and  the 
signatures  of  our  other  Norman  dukes 
and  kings,  Henry  I.,  Richard  Coeur 
de  Lion,  may  be  observed. 
.  The  shrine  of  St.  Sever,  which 
once  contained  the  relics  of  that  saint, 
formerly  in  the  cathedral,  is  in  the 
shape  of  a  Gothic  chapel,  with  silver 
statues  of  saints  in  niches  round  its 
sides.  It  is  of  oak,  covered  with 
copper  plates  gilt  and  silvered,  and  is 
an  elegant  piece  of  workmanship  of 
the  end  of  the  12th  century,  recently 
restored.  A  crucifix  carved  in  stone, 
i6th  century :  at  the  foot  of  the  cross 
the  holy  women;  on  the  opposite 
nde  the  Virgin  and  Child.  Many 
other  specimens  of  sculpture  of  the 


15th,  16th,  and  17th  centuries,  in 
stone  and  wood,  from  religious  edi- 
fices :  5  bas-reliefr  of  the  Last  Judg- 
ment in  marble  from  the  church  of 
St  Denis  sur  Scie ;  in  one,  Christ 
is  rescuing  souls  from  the  jaws  (li- 
terally) of  hell.  Many  capitals  of 
Gothic  columns  richly  sculptured. 

An  extensive  collection  of  coins 
and  medals;  Roman,  Gallo-Roman* 
French  Norman,  &c. 

Casts  from  the  bas-reliefs  of  the 
Hotel  de  Bourgtheroude  (p.  42.), 
representing  the  interview  of  the 
Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold  between 
Henry  VIII.  and  Francis  I.  A 
small  collection  of  arms  and  armour — > 
among  them  will  be  found  the  coat 
of  mail  of  Enguerrand  de  Marigny 
from  the  church  of  Ecouis  (p.  46. )  ; 
also  several  early  cannon  and  wall 
pieces,  ancient  furniture,  cabinets. 

A  fragment  of  the  famous  bell 
George  d'Amboise  (see  p.  36.),  which 
was  melted  into  cannons  and  sous 
pieces  at  the  Revolution. 

This  Museum  is  open  Sunday  and 
fete  days  from  1 1  to  4^  and  Tuesday 
and  Thursday  from  12  to  3. 

In  an  adjoining  building  is  a  very 
respectable  AftMeum  of  Natural  History, 

The  amateur  of  stained  glass  should 
not  omit  to  visit  the  churches  of 
St.  Godard,  containing  two  windows 
32  ft.  high  and  12  wide,  and  St,  i%(- 
irice,  where  there  are  many  more  of 
still  greater  beauty  executed  in  the 
16th  century.  The  architecture  of 
these  two  churches  is  not  remarkable ; 
they  are  very  late  in  the  Gothic  style. 

The  Church  of  St,  Vincent  has  an 
exquisite  Gothic  porch. 

Another  church,  St,  Gervais,  si- 
tuated in  the  very  remote  &ubourg 
Cauchois,  is  reputed  the  oldest  struc- 
ture in  Rouen,  and  one  of  the  earliest 
Christian  monuments  in  France.  The 
church  itself  is  low,  humble,  and  not 
remarkable ;  but  below  it  is  a  erypt 
even  more  simple  and  unadorned* 
but  exhibiting  to  the  eye  of  the  an- 
tiquary marks  of  construction  as  old 
probably  as  the  4th  century,  in  the 
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courses  of  Bonum  tiles  between  the 
layers  of  rough  masonry.  It  has  an 
apsidal  termuiation  ;  m  the  side  walls 
are  holes  for  the  eaneeUi  or  rails,  to 
which  the  certain  was  hung  to  sepa- 
rate the  ckaned  from  the  rest  of  the 
church:  the  altar  slab  is  marked 
with  5+  +•  The  two  low  arched 
recesses  in  the  walls  are  said  to  have 
been  the  graves  of  St.  Mello  and  St. 
Avitien,  the  first  archbishop  of  Rouen. 

The  circular  £.  end  of  the  church 
itself,  which  rests  upon  this  crypt,  is 
in  the  earliest  Norman  style ;  and  some 
of  the  pillars  let  into  the  waU,  but 
too  short  to  support  the  roof;  have 
classic  capitals.  The  Roman  road  to 
JjiUebonne  passed  dose  to  St.  Ger- 
vais.  'William  the  Conqueror,  tor- 
tured by  the  wound  he  had  received 
at  the  cruel  sack  and  burning  of 
Mantes,  repaired  to  the  retired  mo^ 
nastery  of  Sl  Gervais  to  die.  His 
deatb-bed  exhibited  a  melancholy 
example  of  the  vanity  of  earthly 
grandeur.  Deserted  by  his  own  sons 
when  the  breath  was  scarce  out  of  his 
body,  forsaken  by  friends  and  cour- 
tiers, and  plundered  by  his  servants, 
his  body  remained  stripped  and  de- 
serted, until  the  pity  and  charity  of 
an  unknown  knight  in  the  neighbour- 
hood provided  the  funds  necessary  for 
the  funeral ;  and  he  himself  escorted  the 
body  to  its  last  resting-place  at  Caen. 

The  PalatM  de  Justice  is  a  most 
interesting  specimen  of  civic  Gothic 
architecture,  which  may  vie  with  some 
of  the  town  halls  of  the  Low  Countries. 
Reared  at  a  time  when  the  style  had 
become  fantastic  in  its  forms  and 
exuberant  in  its  adornments,  it  yet 
displays  so  much  originality  of  in- 
vention, beauty,  and  gorgeous  mag- 
nificence, that  It  is  hard  to  condemn 
it  for  a  want  of  taste*and  purity. 

It  lines  three  sides  of  a  square ; 
the  wing  on  the  1.  is  the  SaOe  dee 
Procureure,  built  1493,  as  a  sort  of 
exchange  for  merchants,  native  and 
foreign,  to  meet  in.  It  is  a  large  and 
handsome  hall,  with  an  open  roof, 
like  a  ship's  hull  reversed,  160  ft.  long 


and  50  ft.  high,  a  sort  of  Westminater 
Hall  in  miniature,  and  now  serving 
the  same  purpoaea.  The  body  of  the 
building  in  the  centre  was  raised  tax 
years  later  by  Louis  XIL  fijr  the 
Comr  d^Eehiquitr  of  Normandy,  the 
ancient  supreme  tribunal  of  the  duchy^ 
at  least  as  old  as  the  time  of  William 
the  C<mqueror,  for  which  the  name 
of  parliament  was  substituted  in  1515 
by  Francis  I.  This  fii9ade  is  deco- 
rated with  all  the  ornament  which 
the  fertile  resources  of  the  architect 
afforded ;  the  square-headed  windows 
are  set  within  Uie  most  delicate  gar- 
lands of  stone ;  the  buttresses  are 
studded  with  niches  and  crowned  by 
pinnacles;  and  the  lofty  dormer 
windows  rising  against  the  high  pitch* 
ed  roof  are  surmounted  by  canopies 
of  the  most  delicate  open  work,  with 
pinnacles  and  statues,  many  of  them 
executed  by  first-rate  artists  at  Faris» 
and  are  connected  by  a  pierced  bat* 
tlement  of  arches  and  tracery.  For 
many  years  past  this  firont  has  been 
undergoing  a  careful  restoration ;  it 
is  only  a  pity  that  it  makes  so  slow 
progress. 

The  chamber  in  which  the  parlia* 
ment  of  Normandy  met  is  now  the 
SaOe  d'Aeeizee,  It  has  a  fine  roof  d 
black  oak,  set  off  with  gold ;  but  the 
elegant  pendants  which  hung  from 
it  have  been  removed,  and  the  wain* 
scoting,  painted  over  with  arabesques 
and  old  mottoes,  reminding  Judges  of 
their  duties,  has  been  taken  down  oi 
effaced  by  whitewash. 

The  large  building  behind  the  Fs* 
lais,  once  the  residence  of  the  presi* 
dent  of  the  parliament,  is  now  the 
Cour  Royale* 

La  Sue  de  la  Groese  Horhge^  not 
far  from  the  Palais,  one  of  the  nar- 
rowest and  most  picturesque  in  Roueo, 
is  so  called  from  the  antique  clock 
gate-house,  built  1527,  by  which  it  is 
spanned,  adjoining  the.  tower  of  the 
Beffroi,  whence  the  curfew  is  still 
tolled  every  evening.  In  this  street 
are  several  ancient  houses. 

The  Place  de  la   Fucelle,  known 
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•ko  by  the  yulgor  name  March^  aux 
Veauz,  serres  to  record  the  fiite  of  the 
heroic  and  unfortunate  Jeanne  d*  Arc, 
the  deliverer  of  her  country,  and  the 
terror  of  the  English^  who  was  burned 
aliTe  here  as  a  sorceress  1431,  on  the 
spot  marked  by  the  contemptible 
modem  statue  placed  upon  a  pump, 
whiidi  bears  her  name,  but  the  out- 
ward aspect  of  Bellona  I  Her  ashes 
were  collected  by  the  hangman,  and 
east  into  the  Seine,  by  onler  of  the 
eardkial  of  Winchester.  He  and  other 
prelates  were  spectators  of  her  execu- 
tHHi;  and  some  of  them,  unmoved 
by  her  suflferings,  even  interrupted 
the  priest  who  was  confessing  her  by 
IJheir  impatience,  exclaiming,  <<Now, 
prifest,  do  you  mean  to  make  us  dine 
here?"  After  she  was  bound  to  the 
stdte,  and  while  the  flames  were  rising 
around  her,  she  begged  her  confessor 
to  hold  aloft  the  cross,  that  she  might 
still  behold  the  sacred  emblem  above 
tile-  smoke ;  and  she  died  expressing 
ber  conviction  of  the  truth  of  her 
mission,  and  calling  on  the  name  of 
Jesus.  The  cruelty  exercised  upon 
this  simple  and  gentle  maiden  (for  in 
all  her  battles  she  never  killed  an 
enemy,  and  was  always  intent  on  pre- 
venting the  efiusion  of  blood)  is  a 
disgrace  to  the  annals  of  England. 
In  prison  she  was  subjected  to  insult, 
insidious  treachery,  and  even  outrage ; 
at  her  trial  in  the  chapel  of  the  castle, 
she  stood  alone  without  counsel  or 
adviser,  browbeaten  by  her  inhuman 
and  bloodthirsty  judges,  yet  baffling 
their  cunning  and  sophistry  by  her 
plain  straightforward  answers. 

But  one  of  the  saddest  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  death  of 
the  forlorn  maiden  of  Domremy  was 
the  treatment  she  met  with  from  her 
lOwn  countrymen:  the  Bishop  of 
Beauvais^  her  unjust  judge,  her  ac- 
cuser, and  the  fiilse  priest  who  was 
introduced  into  her  cell  on  the  pre- 
tence of  ftiendship  as  a  spy  to  betray 
her  secrets,  were  all  Frenchmen.  Her 
own  countrymen  allowed  her  to  be 
made  prisoner  at  Compidgne  without 


an  attempt  to  defend  or  reseue  her  f 
and  Charles  VII.,  her  king,  who 
owed  his  country  and  throne  to  her 
enthusiasm,  appears  neither  to  have 
cared  for  nor  remembered  the  heroin^ 
of  Orleans,  from  the  hour  when  shtf 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  English. 
He  certainly  neither  attempted  to 
ransom  her,  nor  did  he  profeff  against 
her  trial.* 

It  was  not  until  24  years  Irom 
her  death  that  a  papal  bull  pro- 
daimed  her  innocence ;  and  a  cross 
was  raised  by  her  own  countrymen^ 
once  more  become  masters  of  Rouen,' 
en  the  spot  where  she  had  been 
bound  to  the  stake. 

The  great  tower  of  the  old  castle  in 
which  she  was  imprisoned  was  demo^ 
lished  1 780.  She  was  shut  up  in  a 
cage  of  iron,  and  her  feet  were  fet- 
tered, —  yet  her  spirit  remained  un« 
broken ;  and  when  some  English 
nobles  came  to  insult  her,  she  aiKi 
swered,  **  Je  sais  bien  que  les  Anglais 
me  feront  mourir,  croyant  aprds  nui 
mort  gagner  le  royaume  de  France ; 
mais  fu9sent-ils  cent  mille  Croddams 
de  plus  qu*£i  present,  ils  n*auront  pas 
ce  royaume.*' 

On  one  side  of  the  raarket-placej^ 
within  a  sbort  distance  of  the  statue,  is 
an  ancient  mansion,  which  the  comp 
mon  people  call  Maison  de  la  Puoelle^ 
but  properly  r  Hotel  de  Bourgtkeroudey 
constructed  at  the  end  of  the  15th 
and  beginning  of  the  16th  century, 
by  wSliam  le  Roux,  seigneur  of 
Bourgtheroude,  nearly  at  the  same 
period  as  the  Palais  de  Justice.  It 
is  built  round  a  court-yard,  and  its 
inner  wall  is  |omament^  with  a  se- 
ries of  bas-reliefs  on  tablets  of  marble, 
representing  the  interview  of  the 
Cloth  of  Gold,  and  the  procession  of 
the  two  kings  Henry  VIII.  and 
Francis  I.,  attended' by  their  suite» 
among  whom  Cardinal  Wolsey  is  oon^ 
spicuous.  Above  these  are  other 
sculptures  of  allegorical  figures,  and 

*  From  a  masterlv  and'  most  interestiBg 
accouat  of  Jeanne  d^Arc  in  the  Quarterly 
Review,  vol.  Ixxix. 
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the  elegant  bmagonal  tower  is  dee6» 
mted  with  psstoral  subjects. 

The  Coment  of  SL  Amand%  re* 
Gently  pulled  down,  was  [a  building 
of  the  same  age^  and  decorated  with 
similar  sculptures. 

There  are  several  Gothic  fountains 
in  various  parts  of  the  city ;  the  most 
curious  are  those  of  1m  Croix  de 
Pierre,  resembling  in  form  Waltham 
Cross,  but  erected  1500  by  the  Car. 
.dinald'Amboise;  it  stands  in  theCarre* 
four  St.  VxTien*  La  Fontaine  de  la 
Crosse  is  a  low  Gothic  structure  of  the 
15th  century,  elegantly  adorned  with 
tracery.  The  house  in  which  the 
grand  Corneille  (Pierre)  was  bom, 
the  meet  illustrious  of  the  natives  of 
Rouen,  exists  in  Rue  de  la  Fie,  No.  4.; 
ft  statue  of  him  has  been  erected  by 
his  fellow-citizens  on  the  stone  bridge, 
j^ontanelle,  his  nephew,  author  of  the 
•^'Plurality  of  Worlds,"  resided  in  the 
Buedes  Bons  £n&ns.  No.  1S2— 134. 
Tlie  composer  Boieldieu  was  also  born 
bere^  and  the  town  has  raised  a  statue 
to  him  on  the  quay  facing  the  Bourse. 

The  edifice  called  Les  HaHas^  situ- 
ated between  the  cathedral  and  the 
stone  bridge,  appropriated  to  the  pur- 
pose of  a  cloth  hall  for  the  sale  of 
the  manufactures  of  Bouen,  occupies 
the  site  of  the  ancient  palace  and 
Vleille  Tour,  in  which  King  John 
liackland  is  said  to  have  imprisoned 
and  finally  murdered  his  nephew 
Prince  Arthur. 

The  structure  called  Monument  de 
St»  Romain,  opposite  the  cloth  hall 
(date  1542),  was  the  spot  where,  by 
virtue  of  an  ancient  privilege  con- 
ceded by  King  Dagobert,  the  chapter 
of  the  cathedral  were  entitled  to 
cUim,  on  Ascension-day,  the  release 
of  a  condemned  criminal,  how  great 
soever  his  crime.  This  custom  was 
intended  to  commemorate  the  cir- 
cumstance of  a  sentenced  malefactor 
having  been  the  only  person  will- 
ing to  accompany  $t.  Romain  in  his 
dangerous  encounter  with  the  dra- 
gcm  (gorgouille)  which  infested,  the 
nei^bourhood  of  Rouen.    The  mon- 


ster, as  it  turned  out,  did  not  giv» 
much  trouble;  it  was  rendered  power- 
less by  the  simple  act  of  the  saint 
making  the  sign  of  the  cross  over  it^ 
and  with  his  stole  tied  round  its  neck 
allowed  itself  to  be  led  quietly  into 
the  town.  The  privilege  was  maiti» 
tained  down  to  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lution, though  Utterly  under  consider- 
able modifications. 

Bridges.  —  The  first  bridge  over 
the    Seine    here    was   built    (1167) 
by    Queen    Mathilda,    daughter    of 
Henry  I.  ;  it  lasted  till  the  middle  of 
the   15th  century,  when  it  was  d^ 
stroyed,  and  a  bridge  of  boats  sub* 
stituted  for  it.     In  1629  the  upper 
bridge  of  stone  was  completed,  and  in 
1636  the  boats  were  finally  replaced, 
by  the  existing  mtspension  bridge.     An 
opening  is  left  in  the  centre  of  this, 
between  the  supporting  piers,  under 
a  lofty  cast-iron    arch   rising   82  II. 
above  the  river  to  allow  masted  ve^ 
sels  to  pass. 

The  cotton  manufactures  of  Rouen 
are  of  such  extent  and  importance  as 
to  render  it  the  Manchester  of  France; 
they  are  greatly  promoted  by  S  small 
streams, — the  Robeo,  the  Aubitte^ 
and  the  Reuelle.  A  particular  kind 
of  striped  and  chequed  stuff  is  colled 
Bouennerie  (toiles  pelntes  niy^  et 
4  oarreaux),  because  originally  and 
more  especially  fabricated  here.  Spin* 
ning  and  weaving  mills,  dye  work% 
especially  of  Turkey  red,  printing  and 
bleaching  works,  are  most  plentifully 
distributed,  not  only  through  town 
and  suburbs,  but  over  the  adjacent 
country  in  a  circuit  of  many  miles, 
employing,  on  a  moderate  computa- 
tion, 50,000  persons. 

The  EngHsh  church  mrmee  is  per-» 
formed  here  on  Sundays,  but  there 
isjno  regular  church.  English  tra* 
vellersrepuring  to  an  English  place  of 
worship  Abroad  ought  to  make  some 
inquiries  respecting  the  character  ^ 
those  who  officiate,  and  ascertain  whe^ 
ther  they  be  really  in  holy  orders. 

At  theshopofLehrumewtj  late  Frire, 
bookseOer,  Quai  de  Paris,  the  travel- 
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ler  may  provide  himself  with  many 
interesting  works  relating  to  the  an- 
tiquities of  Normandy,  with  views 
and  maps. 

The  Poste  aux  LettreM  is  in  the 
Rue  St  NichoUs;  open  from  8  a.h. 

to  8  P.M. 

MaUeposte  daily  to  Paris  and  Havre. 

The  Me$8afferies  Boyales  in  the  Rue 
de  Bee,  10.  Meisoff.  LaJUte  and  Co, 
Rue  Thouret,  15. 

Railroad  to  Paris.  Trains  6  daily. 
Terminus  in  the  Faubourg  St.  Sever. 
(Route  8.) 

Diligence  to  Caen  daily,  morning 
and  evening ;  to  Goumay  and  Beau- 
vab  daily ;  to  Havre  morning  and 
evening ;  to  Elboeuf  and  Lisieux  ;  to 
Evreux  and  Orleans ;  to  Pont  Au- 
demar  and  Honfleur ;  to  Dieppe. 

Steam-hoats  daily  in  summer  to 
Paris  in  18  hours  (R.  11.);  to  Havre 
in  8  hours;  and  to  Elboeuf:  start 
firom  the  Quai  du  Havre  (R.  12.). 

N.B. — The  steamers  are  prohibited 
from  stopping  at  any  intermediate 
places. 

Walks  and  Excursions. 

The  Mont  Si.  Gather ine,  the  es- 
carped chalk  hill  on  the  1.  of  the  city, 
rising  above  the  Seine  and  the  road 
to  Paris,  afibrds  the  best  distant  and 
panoramic  view  of  Rouen,  and  will 
well  repay  the  labour  of  the  ascent  to 
those  who  are  not  afraid  to  face  a  steep 
ascent,  380  ft.  high,  which  may  be  mas- 
tered in  half  an  hour,  starting  from 
the  extremity  of  the  Cours  Dauphin. 
The  entire  mass  of  the  town  is  spread 
out  below  you,  surmounted  by  engine 
chinmeys  mixed  with  spires,  sending 
out|its  long  lines  of  houses  and&ctories 
up  the  hill  sides  and  into  the  neigh- 
bouring industrious  valleys,  uniting 
it  with  distant  villages;  the  noble 
spires  of  the  cathedral  and  of  St.  Ouen 
rising  out  of  the  midst,  the  winding 
and  sparkling  river  Seine,  spanned  by 
its  2  bridges  and  crowded  with  ship- 
ping, give  a  pleasing  variety  to  the 
landscape.  The  marks  of  active  in- 
dustry are  every  where  apparent,  the 
bleachrfields  strewn  with  white  webs, 


the  stream  courses  marked  by  rows  of 
factories  and  tall  chimneys,  the  nooks 
in  the  hill  sides  choked  with  villages. 

All  along  the  top  of  the  mount  are 
traces  of  ditches  and  brick  foundations 
of  bastions,  part  of  the  strong  fort  oc- 
cupied by  the  Marquis  Villars  and 
the  soldiers  of  the  League  during  the 
siege  of  1591,  which  were  captured  by 
Henry  IV.,  and  dismantled  by  him  in 
compliance  with  the  request  of  th^ 
citizens,  with  the  memorable  words, 
that  "  he  desired  no  fortress  but  the 
hearts  of  his  subjects.'* 

It  is  worth  while  to  drive  out  to 
the  ch&teau  of  Canteleu,  on  the  road 
to  Caudebec  (R.  IS.),  on  account  of 
its  beautiful  view,  even  if  you  go  no 
farther. 

A  more  distant  excursion,  which 
will  occupy  one  day  very  agreeably, 
is  to  Chdteau  GaiUard,  near  Andelys 
(Route  11.). 

The  post  road  thither  lies  through 
Le  Forge  Feret  (11  kilom.),  Pont  St. 
Pierre  (10  kilom.),  Les  Andelys  (19 
kilom.),  making  the  whole  distance 
24|  Eng.  m.  The  Railway  passes 
within  S  m.  of  Andelys. 

There  are  many  interesting  monu- 
ments of  architecture  in  the  vicinity 
of  Rouen  :  among  them  the  Chapelle 
of  St.  Julien,  3  or  4  m.  S.  W.  of 
Rouen  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Seine 
(R.  12.).  St.  George  Boscherville  9 
m.  off,  on  the  road  to  Havre  (R.  13.). 

ROUTE  10. 

PARIS    TO    ROUEN   (tHE    UPPER   ROAp), 
BY  GISORS  OR  BT  MA6NY. 

By  Magny,  1 19  kilom. «  73  Eng.m* 
i.  e.  6}m.  shorter  than  the  Lower  Road 
(R.  9.),  but  much  less  interesting. 
By  Gisors,  126  kilom.  =  771  Eng.  m* 

The  Havre  MaUeposte  runs  daily  in 
7^  hours.     Diligences  duly. 

9  Courbevoie,^ 


12  Herblay, 
10  Pontoise, 

18  Chars, 

19  Gisors. 
From    Paris 


»-  in  Route  5. 


to    Pontoise  by  St. 


Denis  (R.  2.)  is  3  kilom.  »  If  Eng.^ 
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m.  longer.  On  quitting  St.  Denis  it 
turns  to  the  1.  out  of  the  Calais  road, 
and  runs  by  the  side  of  the  Seine, 
skirting  on  the  rt.  the  valley  of  MonU 
morency,  whose  beauties  are  much 
▼aunted  by  the  Parisians,  and  perhaps 
somewhat  exaggerated.  A  little  way 
short  of  Epinay  sur  Seine  a  road 
strikes  off  through  it  to  St.  Leu,  cele- 
brated for  its  chateau  and  park,  which, 
before  the  Revolution,  belonged  to 
the  Due  d'Orleans,  and  was  the  fa- 
vorite residence  of  Madame  de  Genlis. 
In  the  time  of  Napoleon  it  was  given 
to  Hortense,  the  Queen  of  Holland, 
and  after  the  Restoration  became  the 
property  of  the  Due  de  Bourbon,  who 
ended  his  days  there  mberably  and 
saysteriously,  being  found  hanging 
from  his  bed. 

Montmorency  is  a  dirty  little  town 
14  miles  distant  from  Paris.  Its  fine 
Gothic  church,  of  the  15th  century, 
contains  s<Hne  good  painted  glass. 

The  house  c^ed  L*Emiitage,  about 
I  a  mile  off,  has  attained  celebrity 
because  Rousseau  resided  in  it,  and 
wrote  there  his  Nouvelle  H^loise.  It 
was  then  the  property  of  Madame 
d'Epinay,  and  really  a  hermitage ;  it 
has  since  been  totally  altered,  and 
turned  into  a  country  house.  It  was 
afterwards  occupied  by  Gretry  the 
composer,  who  died  here  1813. 

A  great  number  ot  donkeys  are 
kept  for  the  service  of  visitors. 

Enghien  le$  Bains  is  a  small  bathing 
establishment  on  the  borders  of  the 
Etang  St.  Gratien,  within  the  valley 
of  Montmorency.  It  owes  its  origin 
to  a  spring  of  sulphureous  water 
which  is  supposed  to  possess  valuable 
medicinal  properties. 

At  Herblay  the  road  by  St.  Denis 
joins  that  by  Courbevoie.  It  is  a 
tiresome  road  from  Pontoise  to 

14  Bordeau,  a  hamlet  dependant  on 
the  village  of  de  Vigny,  whose  fine  old 
Cast2eflanked  by  round  towers,  topped 
with  extinguisher  roo&,  and  surround- 
ed by  a  moat,  stands  on  the  1.  of  the 
toad.     It  was  built  by  the  Cardinal 


d*  Amboise,  minister  of  Louis  XII.  ,and 
is  a  picturesque  and  interesting  spe- 
cimen of  domestic  architecture  in  the 
beginning  of  the  16th  century. 

1 2  Magny. — Inn :  Gran  d  Cerf.  In 
the  pretty  ehureh,  in  the  latest  Gothic, 
passing  into  the  Italian  style,  u  a 
monument,  consisting  of  3  marble 
statues  kneeling,  to  the  memory  of 
the  fiimily  of  Villerond  (date  1617); 
another  in  bas-relief  recording  the 
virtues  of  M.  Dubuisson,  pastor  of 
the  parish,  and  a  richly  ornamented 
canopy,  carved,  and  bearing  statues 
which  covers  the  baptismal  font. 

We  now  enter  the  district  anciently 
called  le  Vesin,  The  little  river  Epte 
divided  the  French  from  the  Norman 
Vexin,  and  fi>rmed  the  boundary  of 
Normandy.  It  is  crossed  at  St  Clair 
sur  Epte,  whose  ruined  Castte,  a  mix- 
ture of  late  Norman  and  early  pointed, 
is  reputed  the  scene  of  the  interview 
between  Charles  the  Simple  and  the 
pirate  Rollo;  when  the  barbarian  con- 
queror, called  upon  to  do  homage  for 
the  fertile  province  of  Normandy, 
which  he  had  in  Act  wrung  from  the 
weakness  of  the  Prankish  king,  instead 
of  kneeling  to  kiss  the  king's  foot, 
seized  the  royal  leg,  and  without 
bending  carried  it  to  his  mouth,  so  as 
to  upset  the  monarch  firom  his  seat, 
amidst  the  laughter  of  the  rude  war- 
riors of  the  north. 

The  Epte  is  crossed  on  quitting 
St.  Clair. 

1 2  Thilliers-en- Vexin,  in  the  midst 
of  a  monotonous  plain  of  rich  corn 
land.  Near  the  middle  of  this  stage 
the  road  passes  at  some  distance 
on  the  rt.,  a  village  called  Hacque- 
ville,  insignificant  in  itself,  but  de- 
serving of  mention  as  the  birthplace 
of  Mark  Isatnbart  Brunei,  the  engineer 
of  the  Thames  Tunnel,  whom  England 
is  proud  to  own  as  her  son  by  adop- 
tion, although  France  claims  him  by 
birth.  He  was  educated  in  the  college 
of  Gisors,  and  when  the  vacations 
called  him  home  his  favourite  resort 
was  the  shop  of  the  village  carpenter, 
whose   tools   and    instruments   had 
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greater  attractions  for  the  youthfol 
engineer  than  Batin  and  Greek,  and 
hb  allotted  holiday  task  (devoirs). 
The  writer  of  this  has  frequently 
heard  him  describe  the  wonc^r  and 
ddight  with  which  he  for  the  first 
time  beheld  (1784),  on  the  quay  of 
Rouen,  the  component  parts  of  a  huge 
steam-engine,  just  landed  from  Eng- 
land :  "  When  I  am  a  man,"  he  said  to 
bimseU;  "  I  will  repair  to  the  coimtry 
where  such  machinery  is  made." 

15  Ecouis  contains  a  remarkably 
fine  Gothic  CAurcA  built  in  the  unusual 
form  of  a  Greek  cross,  founded  by 
Enguerrand  de  Marigny,  the  unfor- 
tunate minister  and  high  treasurer  of 
Philippe  le  Bel,  unjustly  condemned 
to  deaUi  without  trial  at  the  instiga« 
tion  of  the  succeeding  king's  uncle 
Charles  of  Valois,  and  hung  on  the 
robbers*  gibbet  of  Montfaucon.  Hift 
monument,  set  up  in  this  church  at  a 
time  when  his  innocence  and  worth 
were  acknowledged,  was  destroyed 
at  the  Revolution.  That  of  his  brother. 
Archbishop  of  Rouen,  is  still  sur- 
mounted by  his  efiigy  in  white  marble. 
He  went  as  ambassador  to  Edward 
HI.  in  1342,  *'  and  appeared  at  court 
in  the  guise  of  a  warrior,  not  of  a 
minister  of  peace."  There  are  several 
other  tombstones  in  the  choir. 

Between  Pontolse  and  Ecouis  there 
is  another  road  through  Gisors,  which, 
though  a  little  longer  than  the  pre- 
ceding, is  taken  by  the  maUeposte. 

18  Chars  "I  .     t>     *    « 

18   Gisors)'"  ^^*^^- 

13  Etrepagny. 

13  Ecouis. 


A  ra{ud  ascent  and  descent  carries 
the  road  across  the  industrious  and 
picturesque  vale  of  the  Andelle,  in  the 
midst  of  which  is 

9  Fleurysur  Andelle.  About  10  m« 
l!ir.  E.  of  this,  and  2  from  Lions  la 
Foret,  are  the  ruins  of  the  Abbey  of 
Mortimer,  begun  1 154  by  Henry  H, 
of  England.  The  church  is  now 
pulled  down ;  but  some  of  the  con- 
ventual buildings,   in    the   style  of 


transition  from  round  to  pointed  — 
including  a  fine  chapter  house  (date 
1174),  remain.  It  was  at  Bourg* 
boudouin  that  Roland,  the  ex-minis- 
ter and  Girondist,  committed  suicide, 
1793.  As  soon  as  he  heard  of  hisVife's 
death  by  the  guillotine,  he  resolved 
not  to  survive  her  ;  but  unwilling  to 
endanger  the  generous  friends  who 
had  sheltered  him  in  their  house  at 
Rouen,  he  took  leave  of  them,  and 
carrying  a  sword-stick  in  his  hand  set- 
out  on  the  road  to  Paris.  When  he 
had  got  thus  fiu:,  he  sat  down  under 
a  tree  and  stabbed  himself;  leaving 
about  his  person  a  note,  written 
by  his  own  hand  to  this  effect: 
*<  Whoever  you  may  be  who  find  me 
lying  here,  treat  my  remains  with  re- 
spect. They  are  those  of  one  who 
devoted  his  whole  life  to  be  useful, 
and  who  died  as  he  lived,  virtuous 
and  unsullied.  May  my  fellow  ci- 
tizens embrace  more  humane  sen- 
timents !  When  I  heard  of  the  death 
of  my  wife,  I  loathed  a  world  stained 
with  so  many  crimes.*'  He  perished 
an  instance  of  the  miserable  fate  which 
unerringly  awaits  those  who^  either 
from  good  or  evil  motives,  are  the 
first  to  plunge  a  country  into  revolu- 
tion. 

12  La  Forge  F^ret. 

From  the  brow  of  the  steep  hili 
leading  down  through  deep  cuttings 
into  Rouen,  a  fine  view  is  obtained 
of  tiiat  city  and  the  Seine.  The  upper 
and  lower  roads  from  Paris  unite  in 
the  suburb  Eauplet. 

1 1   RousN  (  Route  9. ). 

ROUTE  11. 

THE  SEINE.  —  ST.  GE&MAIN  TO  BOUEK, 

The  figures  mark  distances  from 
place  to  place  in  French  lieues  ^  2^ 
Eng.  m.  From  St.  Germain  to  Rouen 
is  56  leagues,  about  140  Eng.  m. 

Steameri  (Les  Dorades  and  Les 
Etoiles)  go  daily  in  sununer  (from 
May  to  September  incloave),  making 
the  ascending  voyage  in  18  hour8>  the 
descending  in  12.'  They  mount  no 
higher  than  Peoq  (a  suburb  of  St. 


Kqrmansy.      SotUe  11.—  Tl&e  Seine  —  Maieont. 


47 


Giiraudii,  p.  SO.)f  and  st^t  thence 
Ht  S  o'clock  in  the  morniDg,  after  the 
amTal  of  the  first  train  on  the  St. 
Germain  railway  (aee  Route  9.> 
The  steam  navigation  from  Paris 
to  Feoq,  which  occupied  4  hours, 
has  been  abandoned  in  consequence 
of  the  completion  of  the  nolway, 
and  of  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of 
tfae  passage,  such  as  the  Fertuis  de 
]a  Morue,  a  narrow  strait  and  rapid, 
near  Bezons,  the  excessive  winding 
of  the  river,  and  the  14  bridges 
which  traverse  it. 

The  scenery  of  the  Seine  (  Sequtttut 
— •  iirom  the  Celtic  seaeh,  devious,  and 
an,  water)  is  very  pleasing,  almost 
meriting  the  epithet  *<  beauUful  ;**  its 
banks  aire  abundantly  studded  with 
towns,  villages,  and  chateaux,  and  are 
vtoemately  wooded,  or  rise  in  round 
bare  hilla^  sometimes  presenting  es* 
carpment  to  the  river,  which,  firom 
the  white  colour  of  the  chalk,  are  not 
altogether  picturesque.  There  are 
not  many  dd  castles  —  Chateau  Gail- 
lard,  however,  is  an  imposing  and  in* 
teresting  ruin,  and  perhaps,  taken  as  a 
whole,  the  finest  feature  in  the  vo^rage. 
The  number  of  islands  ■  in  the  river 
between  Paris  and  Rouen  is  said  to 
be  aoo.  The  great  drawback  is  the 
«izcuitous  windings  of  the  river,  which 
fender  the  voyage  tedious,  prolonging 
the  distance  from  Peoq  to  Rouen  to 
141  nu,  while  by  land  it  isoi^y  71  m. 
Hie  voyi^e  down  &e  stream,  however, 
by  steamer*  occupies  no  more  time  than 
by  diligence;  but  as  the  coach  travels 
at  night,  you  see  nothing  of  the  scene- 
7y..  Theboat  has  the  advantage  of  firee- 
dbm  from  the  fatigueof  aland  journey. 
The  completion  of  the  railroad  wUl 
Knder  the  steamer  less  desirable. 

Between  St.  Germain  (or  Fecq)  and 
Poissy  the  river  makes  a  bend  of  21 
m»f  indosing'  as  it  were  in  a  loop  the 
tartst  of  St. Germain;  by  land  the 
distance  is  4]^  m. 

L,  the  river  skirts  the  forest  of  St. 
Germain,  passing  Mesnil  at  the  ex- 
tremity 6f  the  terraceof  St  Germain, 
aad  the  village.     The  Seine  has  re- 


cently been  bridged  to  allow  the  rail- 
way to  pass  at 

L.  MaisoiiB(l)(Inns:  Hotel  Tal- 
ma,  so  called  because  once  the  rati- 
dence  of  the  actor;  good.  Le Petit 
Havre).  The  cAdfeoa,  now  tfae  prtK 
perty  of  M.  lAfitte,  was  built  by  Fran- 
9ois  Mansart,  1658,  and  is  a  hand- 
some edifice  of  Italian  architcctuie^ 
but  is  not  seen  from  the  river.  Before 
the  Revolution  it  belonged  to  the 
Comte  d'Artois,  and  was  afterwards 
given  by  Napoleon  to  Marshal  Lannes. 
The  park  has  been  cut  into  building 
lots,  and  sold  piecemeal.  Access  is 
given  to  the  new  colony  of  villas  by 
the  bridge  of  wood  resting  on  stone 
piers.  The  distance  hence  to  Paris  is 
only  12  m.  by  land.  Voltaire  wrota 
Zaire  here. 

Rt.  Conflans  (2^),  a  village  having 
a  suspension-bridge  over  the  Scine^ 
by  which  the  road  firom  Pontoise  to 
Versailles  crosses  the  river,  is  situated 
a  little  below  the  eonjhtence  of  the 
Oise  with  the  Seine,  whence  comes 
its  name.  A  s/eoma'  ascends  the 
Oise  to  Compi^gne. 

Rt.  Andresis,  is  situated  below 
the  mouth  of  the  Oise  ;  it  has  a  fine 
Gothic  church. 

L.  Poissy  (1|).  Seep.  31.  Pas- 
sengers by  the  atunding  steamers 
oft^  disembark  at  Poissy,  whidi  it 
not  more  than  5  m.  by  land  from  St. 
Germain,  whereas  by  the  windings 
of  the  river  the  voyage  takes  1^  or  fl 
hours.  The  most  interesting  obgectt 
on  the  river,  as  fiw  as  Rosny  and 
RoUeboise,  are  described  p.  32. 

Rt.  Treil  (2J).     1       The    island 

L.  Verneuil.  \  He  Belle, oppo- 

Rt.  Meulan  (2).  J  rite  Menlan,  fs 
reputed  the  prettiest  in  the  whole 
course  of  the  river;  but  it  is  feared 
its  shrubberies,  afad  thickets,  and 
plimtations,  have  been  eiit  down. 

L.  Mantes  (4|),  and  Rt  ^ 
Limay,  united  by  a 
bridge  }>see  p.  32, 

Ja,  the  chateau  of 
Rosny  (|),  a  red  brick 
building,  with    terraces 


on    whieh 
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Sully  may  have  walked,  clipped  ave- 
nues, &c.    See  p.  S3. 

L.  Rolleboise  (^) ;  between  this 
place  and  Bonmeres  the  curve  made 
by  the  Seine  measures  12  m.,  the 
direct  distance  is  3  m. 

Rt  La  Roche  Guyon  (3^),  one  of 
the  largest  chateaux  on  the  Seine,  and 
one  of  the  most  striking  objects,  is  a 
structure  of  different  ages,  part  mo- 
dem, part  Gothic,  situated  at  the  base 
of  a  rock  of  chalk,  which  has  been  es- 
carped artificially  to  make  room  for 
it.  The  kitchen,  vaults,  cellars,  &;c. 
are  excavated  in  the  rock,  with  merely 
fronts  of  brick.  The  oldest  parts 
are  a  Gothic  chapel^  and  burial  vault, 
and  a  large  reservoir  for  water,  all  cut 
in  the  rock ;  and  the  tower  on  the  emi- 
nence above,  commanding  the  country 
fiur  and  near,  and  communicating  with 
the  chateau  by  steps  cut  in  the  hill  side. 
The  chateau  has  long  been  the  property 
of  the  family  Larochefoucauld.  The 
chamber  and  bed  occupied  by  Henry 
IV.  on  his  frequent  visits  to  the  castle 
are  kept  up  in  their  original'condition. 
The  attraction  which  drew  him  hither 
was  the  charms  of  the  lady  of  the  castle, 
the  Duchess  de  GuercheviUe,  whose 
high-minded  reply  to  his  assiduities 
deserves  recording:  "  Je  ne  suis  pas 
d'assez  bonne  maison  pour  etre  votre 
lemme,  roais  je  suis  de  trop  bonne 
maison  pour  itre  votre  maitresse," 
The  bourg  adjoining  the  castle  has  a 
handsome  Gothic  church.  "  The 
houses  of  the  poor  people  here,  as  on 
the  Loire  in  Touraine^  are  burrowed 
into  the  chalk,  and  have  a  singular 
appearance ;  here  are  2  streets  of 
them  one  above  another. "  —  A,  Young, 
A  suspension  bridge  of  656  ft.  open- 
ing between  the  piers,  has  been 
thrown  across  the  Seine  here. 

L.  Bonnieres  (1|). 

Rt.  Limetz,  a  village  at  a  little  dis- 
tance from  the  river,  nearly  marks  the 
situation  of  the  embouchure  of  the 
£pte,  a  small  stream,  which  once 
formed  the  boundary  or  limit  o£  Nor- 
mandy. Charles  the  Simple,  in  911, 
was  fiun  to  offer  to  the  Norman  RoUo 


all  the  territory  extending  from  this 
streamlet  to  the  sea,  and  with  it  his  fiur 
daughter  Gisela,  to  arrest  the  exter- 
minating inroads  of  the  warriors  of 
the  north.  The'offer  was  accepted ; 
and  Neustria,  receiving  the  name  of 
its  conquerors,  became  Normandy, 
(See  p.  45.) 

L.  Vernon  (2J),  p.  33. 

Rt  The  hills  which  border  the  river, 
with  nearly  precipitous  cliffs,  have  a 
singularly  wavy  outline,  their  curved 
tops  being  saddled,  as  it  were,  with 
green  tuif,  while  between  them  dry 
valleys  or  coombes  open  out.  They 
rise  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatres 
encircling  an  extensive  plain.  Nearly 
at  the  centre  of  the  curve  which  the 
Seine  here  describes,  on  the  summit 
of  a  commanding  chalk  clifi^  rises 

Rt.  Chdteau  GaiUard  (6),  the  most 
picturesque  ruin  and  interesting  ob- 
ject, both  from  its  situation  and  asso- 
ciations, in  the  whole  course  of  the 
Seine.  Immediately  below  its  frown- 
ing antique  towers,  and  crumbling 
crags,  a  light  and  convenient  wire 
suspension  bridge  has  been  thrown 
over  the  river. 

The  castle  was  begun  and  finished 
in  one  year  by  King  Richard  Coeur 
de  Lion,  in  defiance  of  his  rival  Phi- 
lippe Augustus,  and  in  the  face  of  the 
treaty  of  Louviers,  by  which  he  had 
bound  himself  not  to  fortify  Andelys, 
the  little  town  on  the  strand  at  the 
river  side.  He  thus  broke  it  in 
substance,  while  he  kept  to  the  let- 
ter. Exulting  in  his  stronghold,  as 
he  first  looked  down  from  its  com- 
manding battlements  on  the  defence- 
less town  and  exposed  river  below 
him,  he  named  it,  in  the  pride  of  his 
hea^,  his  **  Saucy  Castle.**  Even  now 
that  it  b  reduced  to  a  mouldering 
ruin,  one  cannot  look  up  to  its  tower- 
ing battlements,  or  gaze  down  from 
them  upon  the. sunny  landscape  be- 
low —  the  glassy  Seine,  flowing  close 
at  the  foot  of  the  castle  rocks,  then 
girdling  the  peninsula  in  front,  and 
reflecting  vine  and  corn-clad  slopes 
trees,  spires,  and  cottages  in  its  8ur« 
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ikee,  witfaout  sharing  in  this  feeling 
of  exultation  of  the  fierce  soldier  king, 
in  the  possession  of  a  stronghold 
which  enaUed  him  to  defy  his  enemies, 
and  overawe  the  country  around,  with 
the  terror  of  his  armed  bands  and  un- 
erring arehers. 

The  eminence  on  which  it  stands 
projects  forward,  isolated  from  the 
neighbouring  hills  on  all  sides  but  one, 
irhere  it  is  connected  by  a  narrow 
tongue.  This  was  cut  through  by  a 
deep  fosse  skirting  the  outer  line  of 
wall.  On  all  the  other  sides  steep 
escarpments  rendered  the  height  in- 
aceessible ;  towards  the  rirer,  indeed, 
it  presents  a  vertical  precipice.  Yet 
even  along  the  edge  of  the  cliff  tall 
flanking  towers  were  raised,  some  of 
which  have  long  since  toppled  over, 
while  others  are  tottering  to  their 
fall.  But  these  were  only  the  out- 
vkrorks,  within  them  rose  a  citadel  of 
singular  form  and  strength, — a  huge 
circular  drum  tower  having  a  wavy 
surfiice  alternately  projecting  and  re- 
ceding, like  a  frustrum  of  a  fluted 
column.  The  circle  is  broken  by 
the  insertion  of  a  round  tower  shaped 
externally  like  a  dice  box  on  the  side 
overhanging  the  Seine.  This  was 
the  Donjon,  and  contained  the  royal 
apartments;  its  walls  are  14  or  15  ft. 
thick.  A  second  deep  fosse  surrounds 
this  citadel,  cut  in  the  chalk  rock, 
here  interspersed  with  flints  which 
were  used  in  the  building,  and  thus 
it  served  at  once  as  quarry  and  de- 
fence. Extensive  caverns,  supported 
by  piers  of  the  rock  lefk  standing, 
InvDch  off  from  one  side  of  this  fosse; 
they  probably  were  used  as  stables. 
The  original  gateway  into  the  citadel 
is  no  longer  accessible,  but  entrance 
maybe  gained  byclamberhig  through 
a  small  sally-port  in  the  comer.  It 
is  to  be  feared  that  only  a  small  part 
of  the  existing  ruins  belonged  to  the 
castle  of  King  Richard.  At  his  death 
Plulippe  Augustus,  waging  war  as 
the  champion  of  Prince  Arthur  with 
John,  laid  siege  to  this  castle.  It 
waa  bravely  defended  by  Roger  de 

France. 


Imcy  fat  6  months,  when  he  was 
finally  starved  into  surrender.  He 
had  previously  expelled  from  its  waUs 
the  useless  mouths,  the  old  men, 
women  and  children,  to  the  number 
of  400  or  500;  but  the  French  king, 
wishing  to  distress  the  garrison,  drove 
them  back  and  refused  them  passage, 
so  that  the  poor  wretches,  denied  ad- 
mittance into  the  castle,  perished  of 
famine  in  the  ditches  between  the 
two  armies.  Chlteau  Gaiilard  con- 
tinued to  be  the  chief  bulwark  of  Nor- 
mandy down  to  the  beginning  of  the 
17th  century.  In  1S14  two  firail 
queens  were  immured  within  its 
walls,  and  one  of  them.  Marguerite, 
wife  of  Louis  X.,  was  strangled  here 
by  order  of  her  husband.  David 
Bruce  found  an  asylum  here  1334, 
when  an  exile  from  Scotland,  the 
castle  having  been  ceded  to  him  by 
Philippe  of  Valois.  With  a  small 
garrison  of  120  men  it  resisted  for 
16  months  the  forces  of  Henry  V., 
and  yielded  at  length  because  cut  off 
from  a  supply  of  water  by  the  wear- 
ing out  of  the  ropes  by  which  the 
buckets  were  let  down  into  the  well  I 

Against  the  fiice  of  the  cliff  abo\e 
the  Seine  rises  a  curious  pigeon- 
house  tower,  lined  with  cells  for  the 
pigeons,  a  common  appendage  to  an- 
cient fortresses,  being  a  sort  of  natural 
larder.  A  chapel  of  recent  date  has 
been  excavated  in  the  rock  near  it. 

Tlie  suspension  bridge  over  the 
Seine  beneath  the  castle  opens  a  com- 
munication with  Louviers  (12  m.) 
rt.  Below  the  castle  rock  crouches  the 
town  of  Petit  Andelys  {Tnn,  Cerf) ; 
the  large  and  conspicuous  red  build- 
ing surmounted  by  a  dome  at  the 
lower  end  of  it,  is  an  Hospital  founded 
by  the  Due  de  Penthi^vre.  At  Grand 
Andelys  about  ^  m.  inland,  away 
from  the  Seine,  is  a  Gothic  church 
somewhat  in  decay,  curiously  Italian- 
ized on  its  N.  side,  containing  some 
painted  glass,  and  a  rude  represent- 
ation of  the  neighbouring  Chateau 
Gaiilard  carved  in  stone.  A  fine 
specimen  of  domestic  architecture  ill 
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the  florid  Gothic  style  of  the  16th 
century,  called  La  Grande  MatMQn,  is 
now  converted  into  a  granary.  It 
has  many  rich  details,  iucTuding  a  fine 
Olid.  Andelys,  or  rather  the  adjoin- 
ing hamlet  Villiers,  was  the  birth- 
place (1594)  of  Nichoiat  Pousiin,  the 
painter,  but  the  humble  cottage  of 
his  parents  is  pulled  down,  and  no 
monument  has  been  set  up  to  his 
memory.  Tumebusi  the  Greek  com* 
mentator,  was  also  a  native  of  Andelys. 

Za  Fontaine  dt  &.  Clothilde  alone 
recalls  to  mind  the  monastery  founded 
here  by  the  first  Christian  queen  of 
France.  It  is  swept  away,  but  the 
water  of  the  well  is  believed  by  the 
peasantry  still  to  retain  the  virtues 
imparted  to  it  by  the  saint,  and  to 
cure  their  children  of  stomach-aches. 

Andelys  b  above  4  m.  distant  from 
the  railroad  (  R.  8.).  There  is  a  direct 
post  road  toRouen  by  Pont  St  Pierre ; 
it  is  traversed  daily  by  a  dUigence. 

The  Seine,  leaving  behind  the  white 
oirags  and  towering  ruins  of  Chateau 
Ga&lard,  makes  a  wide  sweep  along 
tlie  base  of  a  series  of  semicircular 
cbfdk  cliffs.  This  curve  of  the  river  is 
18  m.  long,  while  the  direct  distance 
from  (rt.)  Thuit  to  the  mouth  of  the 
AndeUe  is  only  8  m.  There  is  no 
place  worth  notice  on  the  Seine  be- 
tween these  two  points.  The  railway 
(p.  27.)  emerges  from  a  tunnel  near 
(rt.)  Venables,  and  skirts  the  river. 

,  Rt.  (5^. )  The  pvetty  and  industrious 
Tfdley  of  the  AndeUe  opens  out  into 
the  Seine  at  the  foot  of  a  green  hill, 
"the  last  of  a  long  promontory,"  bear- 
ing the  name  of  C6te  des  Dewf  dmana. 
It  is  the  scene  of  the  old  romantic 
Lai  of  Mary  of  France,  of  the  young 
lover  who  was  to  noarry  the  mistress 
of  his  heart,  a  king's  daughter,  pro- 
Tided  he  could  carry  her  .to  the  top 
of  the  hill  without  stopping  to  rest. 
He  fell  dead  under  bis  precious 
burthen  exhausted  with  the  exertion 
just  as  he  reached  the  summit;  at 
which  the  king's  daughter  died  of  a 
brokeiv  heart,  and  was  biiried  in  the 
Mune  grave  with  him.     The  hard- 


hearted fiiiber  who  had  caused  this 
catastrophe  by  imposing  such  cruel 
conditions,  struck  with  remorse,  found- 
ed on  the  spot  where  it  occumd  a 
convent  whose  existence  is  traced  ta 
an  early  period,  but  the  building  now 
standing  on  the  top  of  the  hill  is  not 
older  than  1685. 

At  Romilly,  8  m.  up  the  valley  of 
the  Andelle,  are  the  most  extenaTe 
copper  works  in  France,  consisting 
of  foundery  with  rolling  mills.  The 
banks  of  the  Andelle  are  studded  with 
fulling  mills,  A  bridge  has  beea 
thrown  across  for  the  railway  a  litUa 
above  the  influx  of 

L.  The  Eure,  from  which  the  Dept. 
is  named,  a  considerable  and  useful 
river,  on  which  stands  Louviers,  fiuied 
for  its  cloth  manufacture  (p.  34. ),  fidla 
into  the  Seine  2J  m.  above 

L.  3J.  Pont  de  L' Arche  (  R.  p.  34.  > 
This  town  is  only  12  m.  from  Rouen  ir 
whilst,  in  consequence  of  several  ser« 
pentine  bends  the  distance  by.  water 
is  33.  The  Seine  abounds  in  islands 
in  this  part  of  its  course,  which  increase 
the  intricacies  of  the  navigation. 

L.  a  little  below  the  bridge  stand 
the  remains  of  the  Abbey  of  Bon  Port, , 
consisting  of  the  re&ctory,  and  another 
monastic  edifice^  the  church  being  v 
quite  destroyed.  It  was  founded  lldO- 
by  Richard  C<sur  de  Lion,  in  gtati* 
tude  for  his  escape  from  drowning  in 
the  waters  of  the  Seine,  into  which  he . 
had  plunged  in  the  heat  of  the  chase 
while  pursuing  fi  stag.     On  reaching . 
the  bank,  ^fter  a  severe  struggle  with 
the  current,  he  called  the  spot  "  b<H& 
port,"  and  vowed  to  buUd  a  churcbt 
The  approach  to  the  town  of  Elbosuf 
is  marked  by  the  number  of  tall  chim-*  ■ 
nies,    and   the   many  floating    arks 
moored  i^i  the  midst  of  the  river,  used 
for  washing  wool. 

L.  E&oeuf,  3. 

£lb<£uf  is  exclusively  a  manufiw* 
turing  town,  and  If  Rouen  has  any  > 
claim  to  be  compared  to  Manchester^ 
it  may  be  called  a  French  Leeds,  as  one  • 
of  the  principal  seats  of  the  manufiftc-r 
ture  of  cloth;  more  than  half  ^  ita 
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Il^OOO  inhatttsato  and  flOKNit  15,000  j 
poiscxns  in  the  adjoining  eonmuiies 
being  weswn,  or  oecupied  in  other 
departmenlsof  this  branch  of  induatry. 
ita  situation  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Seine  is  advantageous  to  its  pros- 
perity. The  viae  enactments  of  the 
sage  Colbert  (1669)  promoted  gnatly 
its  already'  thrivmg  eommeree;  but 
the  Revocation  of  ^  edict  of  Nantea 
ammlled  their  good  efifect,  dispersing 
its  industrious  artisans^  who  settled  in 
Xieyden,  Norwich,  and  Leicester.  The 
mami&etures  of  EUxauf  did  not  re- 
cover Ihmi  this  cheek  ontii  the  brents 
of  1815,  relieving  France  from  the 
competition  of  Belgium,  gave  them 
so  decided  an  impulse  that  their  pro* 
dnce  a  now  tlneefiald  greater  than 
k  was  then.  The  value  of  the  cloth 
made  here  in  one  year  is  estimated  at 
noote  than  a  million  sterling. 

Xbe  two  Gothic  cAareA^t  of  St, 
MtienMe  and  St.  Jean  contain  curious 
painted  glass ;  in  the  latter  is  a  win- 
dow presented  by  the  olothworkers' 
guild  somewhere  about  1466,  in  which 
various  implements  of  Uie  crai^  such 
as  shears  and  teaales,  are  introduced. 
'  The  working  classes  are  generally 
industeious  and  economical,  and  are 
comequenily  far  better  off  ^an  those 
ef  Rouen. 

A  Steamer  goes  daily  to  Rouen. 

I/.  The  Hoeke  of  okmtf  a  rangeof 
thalk  ciifis  beginidng  at  Elboeuf,  con- 
sisting  of  detached  pinnacles  and  pro- 
jecting shelves,  ianaseA  by  the  hard 
fiint  hiiyers  enclosed  in  the  rock,  pre- 
sent a  angular  outline  of  ^tptastic 
fixrms.  On  a  platform  half  way  up 
their  lace;  a  small' chapel  has  found  a 
niche;  it  is  partly  excavated  in  the 
rock;  so  are  Uktnnte  many  small 
d^eHings  arotmd  it.  Ond  oX  these 
needles  of  chalk,  called  Roche  dcf  Fig- 
non,  rises  200  ft  aix>ve  the  river.  The 
Rouen  railway  CroMes  the  river  and  an 
kiaiid  in  the  midst  of  it  at  an  oblique 
angle  heior  Oisset 

Rt.  Fmm  0ia8el'<3i),  marked  by  iU 
spire  :  tt>  RmkiI  the  riVer  is  thickly 
set  with  islands  bearing  long  t&tn  (k 


tallpophn.  Beyond  (rt)  Atttiutus 
tbert.  bank  rises  in  tall  chalk  diA^ 
at  the  base  ai  whieh,  between  then 
and  the  Seine,  runs  the  road  to  Parii 
(R.  9.),  passing  a  scries  of  villagw 
and  manufiKtorics. 

lu  St£tiennedeRoiivray,lf  WiU 
liam  the  Conqueror  was  hunting  in 
the  forest  of  Rouvray,  which  still 
exists  behind  this  village,  when  tb0 
news  was  brought  him  of  the  death 
of  Edward  the  Confessor,  and  of  the 
usurpation  of  hit  throne  by  Havol^ 
his  brother-in-law. 

Rt.  The  high  hiU  of  St.  Catherine 
(p.  44.),  and  the  spire  of  the  Ca* 
thedral  are  conspicuous  long  before 
reaching 

2  Rt.  RouKM  (9.) 

The  steamer  is  moored  to  the  quel 
between  the  Pont  d'Orlean%  ^Hiioli 
rests  on  the  isle  Lacraiz,  and  the  iron 
soq>ettflion4>ridge»  connecting  Rouen 
with  (1. )  its  suburb,  St  Sever. 

N.B.  — In  ascending  the  Seine 
from  Rouen  to  Paris  the  steamers  start 
at  a  very  early  hour,  usually  5  a.  m*- 

ROUTE  IS. 

^fit,  SXXK£  B.  ROUSN  TO  HAVJl£  ANB 

HONFLXUa. 

34  leagues  »  85^  £ng.  m.  The 
distance  to  Havre  by  land  b  53  bl 

Steamere  run  daily,  in  summei^ 
making  the  voyage  in  about  8  houri^ 
i.  e.  a  little  longer  time  than  the 
dUtsfeHce, 

The  scenory  is  so  pleasiDg,  that 
ncytwithstanding  the  windings  of  >the 
river,  the  voyage  in  fine  weather  ia 
very  agreeable. 

The  steameri  are  not  allowed  td 
stop  to  take  up  or  let  ^\hi  pas* 
sengers  at  aixy  intermediate  places,  «>«* 
1941.       S 

The  hour  of  starting  varies  so  aa 
to  enable  the  vesBels  to  meet  the 
Aood  tide  off  Quill^boettf,  and  by  the 
«id  of  it  to  pass  the  shiiiing  sands 
there.  The  beats  start  from  the 
iQoai  du  Havre  dose  to  the  Hotel  de 
Rouen.    Fare  10  fr.»  carriagw  SO  fr.^ 
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;  For  some  distance  below  Rouen 
the  river  is  intersected  by  numerous 
islands,  long  narrow  strips  of  earth 
planted  with  willows  and  poplars :  a 
scene  of  rich  verdure,  but  somewhat 
monotonous.  The  bills  near  Rouen 
are  dotted  with  white  country  bouses 
of  its  citizens  and  manufacturers. 

Rt  The  vale  of  Bapaume,  beset 
with  cotton  factories,  opens  out. 

L.  Petit  Qnevilly  (3  m.  from 
Jlouen).  Here  is  an  ancient  little 
ehapel  of  St»  JuUen  in  the  Roman- 
esque style,  terminating  in  an  apse 
having  the  windows  and  doors  round- 
headed,  built  soon  after  1162  by  our 
Henry  II.,  who  had  a  hunting  seat 
in  the  adjoining  forest.  Though 
now  degraded  into  a  bam,  it  is  an 
fedifioe  possessing  an  interest  for  the 
antiquary. 

Rt.  Canteleu,  a  chateau  of  the 
time,  of  Louis  XIV.  ;  its  terraces 
and  gardens  were  laid  out  by  Le 
iNotre,  but  have  been  modernised. 

Rt.  Dleppedale,  a  long  row  of 
houses  bordering  the  river. 

L.  Grand  Quevilly  once  contained 
a  Protestant  church  (temple)  capable 
of  holding  10,500  persons;  but  in 
1685,  through  the  machinations  of 
the  Jesuits,  it  was  closed,  and  a  few 
«nonths  after  razed  to  the  ground. 
This  act  of  intolerance  was  committed 
shortly  before  the  Revocation  of  the 
edict  of  Nantes  entailed  persecution 
and  exile  on  the  large  and  industrious 
Reformed  community  which  then  oc- 
cupied this  district. 

L.  JVIoulineaux  (4),  a  prettily  situ- 
aited  but  poor  village,  on  the  high  road 
to  Honfleur  (  Route  23. ),  has  a  ruinous 
but  interesting  church  in  the  earliest 
pointed  stjle ;  date,  the  beginning  of 
the  ISth  century.  On  the  hill  above 
it  are  some  heaps  of  stone,  the.  very 
scanty  traces  of  the  walls  of  a  castle 
destroyed  by  King  John,  which,  w 
cording  to  the  tradition,  once  be* 
longed  to  Robert  the  Devil,  a  fabulous 
personage,  a  sort  of  Norman  Blue 
Beard,  who  murdered  his  friends  and 
mistresses^  and  in  the  end  sold  him- 


self to  the  evil  one.  Some  suppose 
him  to  have  been  Duke  Robert^  the 
father  of  William  the  Conqueror. 
.  L.  Near  La  Bomlle  and  Caumont 
are  extensive  quarries  of  building 
stone.  Bare  yellow  cliffs  line  the 
river  for  some  distance. 

Rt.  St.  George  de  Boscherville. 
This  famous  abbey  stands  at  some 
distance  from  the  Seine,  near  the 
Havre  road  (Route  IS.),  and  is  only 
just  visible  from  the  river. 

The  Seine  makes  a  bend  18  m.  long 
between  Rouen  and  this  point ;  in  a 
direct  line  they  are  not  more  than 
10  m.  apart. 

Rt  Dudair  (5^),  a  pretty  village 
traversed  by  the  road  to  Havre  (  Route 
13.),  squeezed  in  between  the  river 
and  the  rocks,  one  of  which,  an  ele- 
vated crag,  goes  by  the  name  of  la 
Chaire  de  Garganiua.  The  rt.  bank 
again  sweeps  round  to  the  S.,  its 
elevated  slopes  covered  with  hanging 
woods. 

Rt.  It  is  recorded  that  at  the  little 
hamlet  of  Mesnil,  Agnes  Sorel,  mis- 
tress of  Charles  VII.,  breathed  her 
last,  in  the  arms  of  the  king.  An  old 
building  is  still  pointed  out  as  her 
abode ;  it  retains  its  chimnies  of  the 
15th  century.  It  was  called  Mesnil 
la  Belle ;  it  is  now  a  labourer's  cot- 
tage. The  1.  bank  below  Mesnil  has 
risen  into  round  hills  of  considerable 
height,  part  bare,  part  wooded ; 
houses  few,  and  scenery  solitary.  To 
this  succeeds  on  the  rt.  a  plain,  ver- 
dant and  bosky,  formed  into  a  penin- 
sula by  the  winding  river,  out  of  the 
midst  of  which  rise  the  now  spireless 
twin    towers    of   Jumi^ges    Abbey 

(p.  55.). 

L.  The  CAolcaudeikfo«&myc  (7  4), 

situated  at  the  water's  edgei,  below  the 
village  of  Guerbaville,  where  there 
is  a  large  sbip-builder*s  yard,  belongs 
to  the  Due  de  Mortemart.  It  is  an 
edifice  of  the  Z7th  century,  in  a  park 
surrounded  by  green  walls  of  straight 
clipped  trees,  and  is  a  conspicuous 
ol^ect  from  the  river,  but  not  other- 
wise worth  notitiet 
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"Below  lifalllerayc  the  river  ex* 
pands  considerably,  and  its  channel 
begins  to  be  beset  with  the  sand- 
banks which  render  its  navigation  so 
diflScuIt,  leaving  only  a  narrow  pas- 
sage in  the  middle  free. 

Rt  Cemddtee  (2j),  the  most  eonsi- 
deiable  and  prettUy  situated  town 
on  the  banks  of  the  Lower  Seine ;  its 
long  terrace  of  houses  screened  by  an 
avenue  of  green  trees,  and  surmounted 
by  its  elegant  church  spire,  was  a 
fiivourite  subject  of  the  landscape 
painter  Vemet.  It  is  described  at 
p.  57. 

Rt  A  humble  structure  at  the 
foot  of  the  steep,  wooded  heights 
below  Caudebec,  is  the  chapel  of 
l^btre  Dame  de  Barre-y-va,  much  r^ 
sorted  to  by  sailors,  who  have  covered 
its  walls  with  ex-votos,  paintings, 
models  of  ships,  &c.  The  name  pro- 
bably  comes  from  the  circumstance 
of  the  much-dreaded  Barre  or  Bore, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Seine,  ascending 
at  times  thus  fkr. 

Rt.  Villiquieri  prettily  placed, 
andforming  an  agreeable  intermixture 
ctf  trees  and  houses  surmounted  by  a 
Gothic  spire,  is  a  fishing  village  and 
station  of  the  pilots,  whose  duty  it  is 
to  carry  vessels  between  this  point 
and  Mailleraye. 

L.  Vatteville  hi  Rne. 

The  Seine,  which  has  run  nearly 
due  S.  from  Caudebec,  resumes  its 
proper  direction  irom  £.  to  W.  be- 
low Vieux  Port,  and  preserves  the 
same  as  far  as  its  mouth.  Its  banks, 
retiring  to  a  considerable  distance 
from  each  other,  allow  it  to  expand 
into  a  wid6  but  shallow  estuary,  fre- 
quently enlivened  by  large  diipping, 
tug  steamers  (remorqueurs),  &c. 

L.  Quilleboeuf,  an  important  town 
and  small  sea  port  which  Henri  IV. 
wanted  to  convert  into  a  fortress,  but 
which  his  widow  Marie  de  Medecis 
dismantled,  is  built  on  a  projecting 
promontory,  at  the  extremity  of  which 
stands  its  massive  church  tower  and 
light-house.  It  is  die  station  of  the 
pilots  to  the  number  of  1 10,  with  28 


apprentiees  (aspirants),  whose  duty  it 
is  to  carry  veavls  through  the  in- 
tricate navigation  of  the  month  of  tlM 
Seine,  from  Havre  and  Honfleur  up 
to  Villequier. 

This  is  the  most  difficult  and  dan« 
gerous  portion  of  the  whole   river 
for  veasels,  on  account  of  the  sonk 
rocks  and  shifting  sands,  only  to  h% 
passed  during  high  tide.    Shipwrecks 
occurred  here  ahoost  every  year  be* 
fore  the  introduction  of  steam  towage^ 
which,  by  enabling  vessels  to  pass  up, 
even  when  the  wind  is  un&vourablc^ 
has  diminished  the  delay  and  risque. 
So  variable  are  the  sand  banks  off 
Quilleboeuf    that    they  have    been 
known  to  change  their  porition  more 
than  a  league  in  the  course  of  twelve  > 
months:  this  indeed  occurred  in  1S40.  • 
The  cause  of  this  must  be  looked  for 
in  the  sudden  contraction  of  the  river 
at  this  point  to  about  \  m.,  while  e 
little  below  it  is  3   m.  wide.     The 
consequence  is  that  the  vast  mass  of - 
water  poured  into  the  Seine  by  the 
rising  tide  formscaprioiousand  power* 
ful  etnrrents,    and   very    commonly 
enters  the  river  in  the  form  of  a  lofty 
wave  or  wall  of  water  3  to  6  It  high, 
here  called  the  Barre,  and  sfanilar  tO' 
the  Bore  at  the  mouth  of  the  Severn. 
It  stretches  across  f^m  one  bank 
to  the  other,  marked  by  a  line  of 
white  foam,  sweeping  all  before  it 
with  a  roar  tike  thunder,  heard  forty 
minutes  before  it  arrives.    It  seeme 
to  acquire  the  greatest  force  abreasd 
of  Quilleboeuf,  where  it  dashes  over 
the   quays,   hurling  vessels    against 
them,   and   sometimes  injuring  the 
buildings,  but  it  is  perceived  as  high 
as  Caudebec. 

The  still  water  produced  at  the 
point  where  the  rising  tide  encounters 
the  descending  current,  allows  the 
sand  and  mud,  carried  along  by  the 
river  when  in  rapid  motioh,  to  fall  t^ 
the  bottom,  and  accumulate  into 
shifting  deposits  of  sand.  Among 
these  sand  banks  the  TeOnoLqoe,  a 
vessel  said  to  'have  been  laden  with 
property  belonging  to  ^migr6a,  and 
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Jcwekof  the  Bourbon  princes,  wBslost 
at  the  time  of  the  Revolution.  A  re- 
cent attempt  to  ndie  the  hull  ftiled. 

Rt.  Through  the  vista  of  the  valley 
of  the  Bolbec,  which  opens  out  op* 
poflite  QuiUetx)euf»  a  glimpse  is  ob- 
tetned  of  the  castle  towers  oSLUMnnme^ 
celebrated  for  its  remains  of  a  Ro- 
maa  theatre  (p.  57.)* 

Rt.  The  opening  of  another  smail 
valley  is  marked  on  one  side  by  a 
oonspicuous  conical  white  rock  called 
JPierre  Gante  (?  Oiante)  overhanging 
the  Seine  at  a  height  of  200ft.  and 
cm  the  other  by  the  Cas6e  of  Tancar- 
oUkf  the  venerable  strong  hold  of  the 
chamberlains  of  the  Dukes  of  Nor- 
mandy, planted  on  a  pedestal  of  hi^ 
<diff  forming  part  of  the  headland 
called  Nez  de  Tankarville.     To  the 
water  ei.de  it  presents  an  open  terrace, 
on  wbieh  stands  a  modern  mansion, 
with  sash  windows  and  a  tall  watch 
tower,  round  on  one  side,  and  an- 
gular Iflce  a  bastion 'on  the  other. 
Behind    stretch  two   long    lines   of 
varied  and.  stately  towers  connected 
by  curtains  forming  a  large  triangtt^ 
Isr  enclosure,  once  the  castle  eourts,- 
i^ow  graitt-grown    and    encumbered 
with   ruins.      The   country   behind 
li.is  one   dense  forest,   over  Which 
tiliese  ancient  battlements  peer  ma- 
jestically.    The  best  preserved  por- 
tfens  are  the  gatehouse  with   caged 
windows,  and   grooves    for    double 
portcullis,  and  the  contiguous  tower 
dating  from  the  latter  half  of  the  1 5th 
century..     Here,  within  walls  9  ft« 
thick,  may  be  seen  the  **  cachots  **  >~ 
and  the  *«diambre  de  question  "  which 
is  frequently  mentioned  in  the  old 
archives.     In  the  comer  tower   (L* 
Aigle)  on  the  brow  of  the  cliff  over- 
hanging the  Seine,  one  or  two  old 
wall  pieces^  so  constructed  as  to  be 
loaded  from  the  breach,  are  preserved. 
In  this  part  only  of  the  old  castle  do 
roofs  and  floors  remain.     All  the  rest 
is  mere  shattered  walls,  gutted  towers, 
enolosures  dark  and  overgrown  with 
nettles  and  hemlock,  which  now  lux- 
uriate on  the  hearths  of  the  Tanoar- 


ville,      Montmorencies,     Harcourts, 
and  La  Tour  d*Auvergne,  its  ancient 
owners.     The  chapel  and  the   SaUe 
des    Chevaliers,   with    3   fire-places^ 
are  pointed  out  to  strangers.     The 
loftiness  of  some  of  the  towers,  and  their 
singular  forms,  deserve  notice:    the 
Tour  de  Lion  is  thesegment  of  adrde ; 
the  Tour  Coquisart,  60  ft  high,  of  5 
stories  piled  one  over  the  other,and  still 
surmounted  by  the  stone  groined  ribs 
of  its  roof,  while  all  the  rest  is  foQeiiy 
is  in   the  ^lape  of  a  triangle  witk 
ctn*ved  sides*     It  communicates  be- 
hind, with    the   Donjon,  which,  wafii 
detached  from,  the  body  of  the  place 
and  entered  only  by  a  drawbridge.  > 
It  cdntains  a  well  300  ft.  deep.     ThA 
date  of  its  constroction  is  the  early 
part  of  the  15th  century,  and  scarcely 
any  portion  of  the  castle  seems  older. 
The  English  under  Henry  V.  burned* 
down  the  preceding  one  1437.     The" 
modern  mansion  is  tumbling  to  pieces 
as  fost  as  possible.     From  the  ncble 
owners  whose  names  are  mentioned 
above^  Tankarville  foil  into  the  hands 
of  Law  of   Lauriston,    the    Souths 
Sea  schemer.     It  was  plundered  and 
demolisjied  at  the  Revolution  as  the 
property  of ,  aristocrats   and  ^migr^ 
(the  Montmorencies),  but  after  having 
been  for  20  years  attached  to  a  hbs-- 
pital  at  Havre,  it  has  once  more  re- 
verted to  that  fomily.    The  poor  small 
hamlet  of  Wishers'  huts  beneath  the 
castle  affords  no  tolerable  accommor; 
dation  for  travellers.     The  distance 
from  Lillebonne  is  6  m.  and  from  St, 
Remain  on  the  road  to  Havre  (  R.  14.) 
about  12  m. 

Below  this  the  banks  of  the  Seine 

are  too  distant  and  destitute  of  oIk 

jects  of  interest  to  need  forther  no**- 

tice,  excepting  the  towns  and  ports  of 

Rt  Harfleur,  in  R.  14. 

L.  Honfleur,  described  in  R.  23.   • 

Passengers  can  be  put  ashore  here,' 

where  they  can  take  the  diligence  to 

Caen. 

Rt.  Havre,  in  R.  13. 
The  distance  from  Havre  to  Hon- 
fleur is  about  7  miles. 
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ROUTE  13. 

SOUKW  TO  HATKZ — ^LOWZft  KOAD  FT  ST. 
GKOROES  BOSCHnTII.t^  JUHZXGKS, 
—  CAITDEBEC,  AlH)  UIXEBOKinc. 

•    ^^kitom.   a*  53^  Eng.  in. 

DiKgaueB  run  diULy  in  7  hours. 
'  Hie  foHowing  route  !s  one  of  tbe 
Inost  agreeable  in  Normandy,  both 
for  tbe  -pleasing  Tiew  of  the  Seine 
"wtiidi  it  commands  and  Ibr  the  suc- 
cession of  ancient  ecclesiastical  re- 
mains in  tile  Ticinity  of  which  it  passes. 
It  is,  however,  hilly.  A  little  way 
beyond  the  industrious  cotton  spinning 
TiUage  of  Bapeaume,  it  surmounts 
Die  long  and  steep  hill  of  Canteleu, 
from  whose  top  Rouen  is  seen  to  very 
great  advantage,  and  the  Seine  wind- 
ing away  S.  to 'double  the  ridge  of 
which  the  hifl  of  Canteleu  fbrms  a 
part  On  the  1.  is  the  Chftteau  of 
Canteleu^  belonging  to  Baron  Lef^e, 
which  commands  the  view  in  per- 
fbcdon,  and  about  2  m.  beyond  it  a 
road  turning  off  to  the  1.  leads  fo 
the  AVbey  of  St.  Georgt  de  Boschtrvilh 
whose  Chtarch  is  one  of  the  most  an- 
cient and  unaltered  monuments  in 
Kormandy .  It  was  founded  by  Raoul 
de  Tankarville,  chamberlain  of  the 
Conqueror,  previous  to  the  Conquest, 
and  consecrated  in  the  founder's  pre- 
sence. From  tbe  precision  with 
which  its  age  is  fixed,  it  has  been 
termed  *'  a  land-mark  of  Norman  ar- 
chitecture;** as  usual  it  was  destroyed 
at  the  Revolution  j  but  the  church  was 
preserved  for  the  use  of  the  parish. 
It  has  tbe  usual  characteristics — vast 
proportions,  simplicity,  and  austere 
grandeur.  ItsW.  end  has  a  round  door 
ornamented  with  five  mouldings  and 
two  side  towers,  in  whose  upper 
story  the  pointed  arch  of  a  very  early 
date  appears.  This  may  have  been 
the  part  of  the  church  last  finished. 
Tlie  vaulting  of  the  nave  and  tran- 
sects is  also  pointed,  all  the  rest  is 
Norman ;  the  arches'are  carried  round 
"ttie  ends  of  the  transepts,  forming  two 
lofts  or  tribunes  supported  on  a  co- 


lumn, and  there  is  an  «pse«t  the  E.eiid 
of  each,  as  in  Winchester  Cathedral, 
the  older  part  of  which  is  very  like  this 
church.  The  C^tqtier  house  adOoinlog 
ia  of  later  date,  11 57,  and  of  mixed 
arehitecturey  both  round  and  point^ 
arches  occurring  in  it.  Ilie  capitals 
of  its  columns,  sculptured  with  sub- 
jects  in  relief  such  as  the  Pass^e  of 
the  Jordan,  and  the  Sacrifice  of  Isaacs 
merit  notice. 

Returning  to  tbe  high  road  rou 
descend  to  the  borders  Sf  the  fiem*» 
on  which  is  situated  the  village  and 
post  station 

20  Duclair  (6  m.  fi>om  St.  George's), 
a  row  of  houses  between  the  river 
and  [the  clifl^  one  of  which,  from  a 
supposed  resemblance  to  a  pulpit,  Is 
called  Chaire  de  Gargantua. 

Tbe  Seine  once  more  takes  a  widely 
curving  sweep,  while  the  high  rosd 
cuts  across  the  neck  of  the  penin- 
sula. In  the  midst  of  this  the  twin 
towers  of  the  Abbey  of  Jumiigeg 
are  conspicuous.  A  cross  road  turns 
off  to  it  near  YainviUe,  whence  it  is 
about  2  m.  distant.  It  was  the  most 
important  monastic  institution  on  this 
banks  of  the  Lower  Seine  for  its  ex- 
tent, the  number  of  its  inmates,  and 
its  share  in  promoting  learning  durinft 
tbe  dark  ages,  and  it  now  towers  ve- 
nerable and  majestic  above  the  humbfe 
timber-framed  and  chalk-walled  cot- 
tages of  tbe  village.  It  has  been 
compared  with  some  of  the  Roi- 
manesque  churches  of  tbe  Rhine  in 
its  plain  but  stately  W.  facade,  sur- 
mounted by  octagonal  towers  whidi 
have  only  recently  lost  their  spires, 
but  between  thenl  tbe  porch  projects 
in  8U1  unusual  manner.  This  and  the 
entire  nave  as  far  as  the  cross  sur- 
mounted by  a  more  massive  central 
toweip,  one  side  of  which  only  remains 
standirig,  is  of  unchanged  early  Nor- 
man (date  1057).  The  round  arches 
are  supported  alternately  on  square 
piers  and  circular  columns ;  their  ca- 
pitals, destitute  of  any  sculpture,  were 
ornamented  with  painted  foliage, 
some  traces  of  which  still   remain. 
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The  interior  is  in  a  sUte  of  ruin,  en- 
tirely roofless  save  a  small  fragment 
of  vaulting  in  the  aisles,  and  open  to 
the  rains  of  heaven ;  greensward  sup- 
plies the  place  of  pavement :  the  £. 
end,  which  was  in  the  pointed  style  of 
the  13th  century,  has  been  rased  to 
its  foundations.     For  the  origin  of 
this  dilapidation  the  Revolution  has 
to  answer,  but  its  consummation  is 
of  very  recent  date,  this  ancient  and 
interesting  fabric  having  been  abso- 
lutely quarried,  and  carted  away  to 
build  bams  with  its  masonry.     The 
stone  employed  is  a  hard  ohalk  en- 
closing flints,  which  are  frequently 
exposed  in  the  courses  of  the  piers. 
The  present  owner  fortimately  has 
respect  for  tlie  ruins,  and  watches 
over  their  preservation,  having  fitted 
.up  the  old  gatehouse  for  his  residence. 
A  number  of  curiously  and  rudely 
sculptured  fragments,  keystones,  bas- 
jeliefs,  &C.  have  '^been  discovered  by 
him,  and  merit  notice.  Beneath  a  plain 
black  marble  slab,  fractured  into  seve- 
ral pieces  and  lying  in  a  corner  was 
once  deposited  the  heart  of  *<  Agnes 
.Seurelle  (Sorel),  Dame  de  Breaute." 
She  died  near  this  at  Mesnil  (p.  52.), 
and  Charles  YII.,  her  royal  lover  had 
apartments  fitted  up  in  the  abbey  in 
order  to  be   near  her.     She  was  a 
benefactress    to   Jumieges,   and   the 
monks  retained  her  heart  though  her 
body  was  interred  at  Loches  in  Tou- 
raine.     Breaut6  was  the  name  of  one 
of  her  domains ;  some  have  read  the 
inscription  erroneously   <<  Dame   de 
JBeaute."*      Here  also   another  mu- 
tilated  monument  has  recently  been 
brought  to    light.      It  consists    of 
mutilated  effigies  of  youths  in  royal 
garb,  with  circlets   on   their  heads, 
known  by  the  name  of  "  les  Enerves" 
(i.  e.  the   hamstrung)  from  a  tra- 
,  dition   that  they  represent  the  two 
sons  of  Clovis  II.,  who,  having  re- 
belled and  waged  war  against  their 
fiither,    suffered  the   cruel   punish- 
ment of  having  the  sinews  of  their 
arms  and  legs  cut.     They  were  then 
V)und  and  set  adrift  in  an  open  boat 


on  the  Seine,  wfaoee  current  wafted 
them  down  as  fiur  as  Jumieges,  where 
they  were  kindly  received  by  the 
monks  and  ended  their  days.  On 
the  Sb  side  of  the  church  are  remains 
of  the  chapel  of  St,  Pierre,  a  pointed 
work  of  the  14tb  century  ;  and  of  a 
large  vaulted  t^artment  called  "  Salle 
des  Gardes  de  Charles  VII.,"  pa* 
rallel  with  which  runs  a  very  exten* 
sive  range  of  subterranean  vaults 
probably  cellars,  and  the  gatehouae»  . 

The  high  road  beyond  Yainvilleand 
Le  Trait  is  carried  on  a  lofty  terrace 
along  the  shoulders  of  the  hills,  oom<» 
muiding  a  most  pleasing  view  of  the 
windings  of  the  Seine  both  upwards 
and  down.  Nearly  in  front  the  inter* 
vening  slopes  are  covered  with  or- 
chards  and  gardens,  and  on  the  opposite 
bank  stands  the  Ck&teau  of  MailUgra^e, 
a  conspicuous  and  large  edifice  (see 
p.  52.).  .  At  the  little  village  Caude* 
becquet,  about  3  m.  before  reaching 
Caudebec,  a  roail  turning  to  the  rt» 
leads  in  1|  m.  to  another  monastic 
ruin,  of  inferior  interest  to  the  other 
two,  but  of  great  antiquity,  St,  Wanr 
driUe,  founded  by  the  saint  of  that 
name  in  the  7th  century,  and  at  first 
called  Fontanelle.  Here  may  be 
seen  some  elegant  pointed  arches,  sole 
relics  of  a  church  sold  and  pulled  down 
at  the  Revolution  fi>r  building  mate- 
rials. The  conventual  buildings,  a 
palace  in  extent,  are  in  the  modern 
Italian  architecture  of  the  16th  or 
17th  century,  and  have  been  con- 
verted partly  into  a  manu&ctory  of 
Jacquerie,  partly  intoabarkwarehouse 
and  mill.  The  Cloisters  behind  them 
contain  several  arches,  rich  morceauz 
of  flamboyant  Gothic,  and  a  Lava* 
tory,  with  a  few  relics  of  sculpture, 
becoming  fewer  every  day  through 
wanton  mutilation.  Part  of  the  Re- 
fectory is  Norman,  and  lined<with  a 
circular  arcade. 

The  good  judgment  of  the  monks  is 
very  conspicuous  in  the  choice  of  the 
site  for  this  convent,  a  nook  sliut  out 
from  the  world  in  a  side  valley  of  the 
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Snne,  fertile,  wdl  watered,  and 
wooded.  St  Wandrille  now  stands 
8  monument  of  the  fiiil  of  ccelesiastie 
pomp  and  weaMi.  The  hill  side  to  the 
N.  was  tei'iaeed  to  form  gardens  and 
shadj  walks,  now  grown  wild.  On 
the  top  of  the  height  above  them  is  a 
little  chapel  of  StSatumin,  an  early 
Norman  structmw,  with  three  apses 
and  windows'  like  loop-holes  and 
walls  of  herring-bone  masonry,  many 
centuries  older  than  any  part  of  the 
convent  below. 

St.  Wandrille  is  about  4  m.  ftom 

15  Candebee.  —  hm* :  Poste,  — 
Hotel  du  Commerce,  not  very  clean, 
but  tolerable.  <, 

This  is  one  of  the  prettiest  little 
towns  on  the  S»ne,  with  its  quay  and 
terrace  along  the  water  side^  shaded 
by  trimmed  elms,  forming  a  screen 
before  the  row  of  houses  which  ftce 
the  river.  In  its  outskirts,  the  hills 
are  dotted  with  neat  villas  and  country 
seats.  Its  only  remarkable  ediHee  is 
its  Ckureh,  a  bcmitiiul  Gothic  building 
in  the  florid  style  of  the  15th  century 
in  the  form  of  a  pandldogram  without 
transepts.  It  is  surmounted  by  a 
tower  having  a  short  steeple  of  open 
stonework,  the  flamboyant  tracery  in 
it  taking  ^e  form  of  fleurs-de-lis. 
Its  flying  buttresses  and  variously 
patterned  panqiets  are  very  elegant. 
It  w.aa  begun  1426,  and  stands  at 
the  side  of  the  church.  In  the  W. 
end,  the  gorgeous  triple  portal,  with 
aide  porches  bent  back,  all  exuberantly 
ornamented  with  carved  foliage,  sta- 
tues, and  niches,  and  the  rose  window 
above,  merit  notice.  Also  the  K* 
porch. 

Within,  there  is  much  fine  painted 
glass  of  the  1 6th  century,  and  a  wooden 
cover  to  the  font^  well  carved  in  relief 
with  subjects  from  the  life  of  Christ. 
The  spaces  bMween  the  buttresses  are 
occupied  by  small  chapels,  those  at 
the  £.  end  expand,  and  the  central  one, 
tiie  LadyChapel,  bdixnd  the  high  altar, 
is  distinguished  by  a  finely  groined 
roof,  the  ribs  of  which  descend  in  the 
centre  to  form  tipaukait  of  Uone  1 4  ft* 


long,  ending  in  a  carved  boss,  or  enl 
de  lampe.  Tn  the  next  chapel  of 
St  Sepulchre  is  a  group  of  8  figures 
aa  large  as  lifo,  representing  the  holy 
personages  at  the  tomb  of  our  Lord, 
under  a  florid  Gothic  canopy.  Th« 
master  mason  of  the  church,  William 
Le  TelHer,  is  buried  in  the  Lady 
Chapel :  he  was  employed  on  it  SO 
years  down  to  his  death  1484,  and  ia 
that  time  completed  the  upper  part  of 
the  nave,  the  choir  and  chapels  around 
it,  including  the  Lady  Chapel  and  ita 
pendant 

The  artist  will  find,  in  penetrating 
the  dirty  streets  of  the  town,  9omm 
picturesque  bits  among  its  timber* 
framed  houses. 

Caudebee  was  anciently  a  strong 
fbrtress;  it  was  taken  1419  by  th« 
English  under  Talbot  and  Warwieky 
and  during  the  wars  of  religion 
Alexander  Farnese,  Duke  of  Parma, 
commander  of  a  Spanish  force,  sent 
in  aid  of  the  League,  lost  his  arm  in 
reconnoitring  the  ramparts,  1599. 
They  have  been  l<Hig  since  swept  away. 

About  l^  m.  up  the  valley,  neat 
the  road  which  goes  to  Yvetot  (  R.  14.), 
stands  the  Church  of  Si.  Gertrudct  re- 
cently repaired  by  the  parish  :  it 
merits  notice  for  its  architecture  and 
painted  glass. 

The  Havre  road  beyond  Caudebee 
quits  the  borders  of  the  Seine  not  to 
rejoin  it  until  Harfleur  is  passed.  It 
mounts  a  steep  ascent  and  traverses  ft 
part  of  the  table-land  of  the  Pays  de 
Caux.  There  is  nothing  of  interest 
until  you  descend  into  the  valley  where 
lies  the  town  of 

15  Lillebonne(/iifi.*H6teldu  Com- 
merce), numbering  2924  inbabitantis 
prettily  situated  on  the  stream  of  the 
Bolbec,  and  interesting  on  account  of  its 
Roman  theati-e,  a  relic  of  the  ancient 
Jitlia  Bona  of  the  itineraries  of  Anta 
nine  and  Ptolemy,capital  of  the  Co&lsir 
(inhabitants  of  the  Pays  de  Caux),  of 
which  the  present  town  occupies  the 
site  and  retains  (with  a  slight  change) 
the  name.  The  road,  on  entering  the 
town,  passes  under  tiie  old  Cattle  on 
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4be  rt.>  and  nearly  over  the  spaee 
which  must  have  asciently  been  the 
ftage  of  the  Theatre,  On  the  L  hand  is 
leen  the  semicircular  portion  allotted 
to  the  spectators,  in  a  great  degree 
cut  out  of  the  hill,  which,  forming  a 
gradual  slope  for  the  rows  of  seats  to 
lest  on,  saved  the  cost  of  vast  sub- 
structions; an  advantage  of  which 
Ibe  Romans  and  Greeks  usually 
availed  themselves  in  their  theatres. 
The  remains  consist  chiefly  of  found- 
ations, and  have  been  laid  open  sfaiee 
1812.  The  fragments  of  walls  in  the 
cedtre  belonged  probably  to  the  or- 
chestra, those  on  the  slope  of  the  side 
to  the  dressing-rooms.  On  the  hill, 
among  fragments  of  masonry,  are  seve- 
ral semicircidar  terraces  one  above 
the  other,  with  traces  of  the  vomitories, 
or  entrances,  and  round  the  wh<^ 
xvns  a  corridor  or  vaulted  pastoge 
gradually  rising  from  the  side  to  the 
centre,  by  which  ^trance  was  ob- 
tained to  the  highest  seats.  The 
wails  and  part  of  the  vaults  here  re- 
main tolerably  perfect ;  they  are  sup- 
ported by  many  spurs  or  buttresses. 
.The  walls  are  &ced  with  ashler  ma- 
sonry, or  with  small  stones  about  the 
filze  of  bricks  neatly  jointed,  the  centre 
filled  in  with  rubble  of  flint  strongly 
cemented  with  grouting,  the  whole 
banded  together  at  irregular  intervals 
]yy  horizontal  courses  of  red  tiles.  The 
stone  employed  is  a  porous  but  cohe- 
jent  calcareous  tufii,  or  travertine, 
whi<^  is  to  this  day  deposited  by  the 
water  of  a  neighbouring  brook. 

This  is  the  best  preserved,  and  inn- 
deed,  almost  the  only  example  of  an 
ancient  theatre  in  the  N.  of  France, 
pr  of  Europe.  It  measured  across 
the  cord  of  the  arc  300  ft.  and  the 
dimensions  of  the  circular  corridor 
were  625  f^.  The  ground  in  and 
about  the  town  can  scarcely  be  turned 
up  without  disclosing  ancient  remains 
of  one  sort  or  another.  In  1 82S  a  fine 
bronse  noale  statue  (now  in  the  British 
jMuseum)  was  discovered ;  and  the 
Museum  at  Rouen  has  been  greatly 
enriched  from  this  mine  of  antiqiiitiea 


On  the  opposite  side  of  the  U^ 
road  looking  down  upon  the.  theatre 
is  the  Cattie,  a  picturesque  mill,  hifr* 
toricidly  interesting  as  the  residence 
of  WilUam  the  Conqueror,  who  here 
called  together  his  barons  to  unfold 
the  momentous  scheme  of  the  invasion 
of  England.  The  massive  outer  wtoUs 
now  serve  to  enclose  a  garden,  and 
modem  house,  the  residence  of  the 
present  proprietor ;  close  beside  it  is 
a  tall  round  tower  of  beautifully  even 
masonry,  having  walls  13  ft.  tbidk:* 
and  some  6n€dy  libb^  vaults;  isolated 
by  a  deep  fosse,  crossed  by  a  draw- 
bridge. It  is  a  construction  of  the 
15th  century,  built  probably  by  the 
Hatcourts,  who  owned  the  castle  down 
to  the  Revolution.  Not  fiu*  off  is  a 
mutilated  angular  tower  of  the  ISth 
or  14th  century.  The  Norman  part 
consists  of  the  great  hall,  now  in  utter 
ruin,  its  walls  of  rubble^  fiiced  witli 
free  stone :  its  round-headed  windows, 
towards  the  court,  are  supported  by  a 
pillar  in  the  centre,  with  recessed  pillars 
in  the  sides  in  the  style  of  the  11th 
century.  In  this  hall,  according  to 
the  tradition,  William  met  his  barons 
in  council.  The  commanding  elevaticKi 
of  these  ruins  gives  them  a  magnificent 
view  over  the  adjacent  valley,  with  a 
peep,  through  a  gap  at  its  extremity, 
of  the  broad  estuary  of  the  Seine  3  m« 
below  the  town. 

The  Parish  Church  has  a  fine  tower 
and  spire,  similar  to  that  of  Harfleur, 
but  inferior,  and  a  rich  portaL 

Owing  to  the  abundant  supply  of 
water  from  the  neighbouring  hills 
Lillebonne  has  become  a  manufiic* 
turing  town,  and  cotton  mills  have 
multiplied  considerably  about  it,  es- 
pecially up  the  valley  towards  Bolbec; 
calicos  and  indiennes  are  principally 
made  here. 

The  CatOe  of  Tancarville  (Route 
12.)  b  6  m.  distant  from  Lillebonne, 
by  cross  roads,  the  latter  part  so 
narrow  and  steep  as  to  be  practicable 
only  for  a  light  carriage.  A  cabriolet 
may  be  hired  for  12  ir.  to  go  thither, 
and  on  to  StRomain  on  the  Havre 
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KOad;  (p.  64.),  waiting  to  allow  the  tra- 
veller to  fiee  the  castle.  The  direct 
road  from  lillebonne  to  Havre  passes 
within  3  m. .  of  the  Castle  :  the  dili- 
gences go  round  by  Bolbec.  (Route 
1-4.)  Both  roads  meet  at 
19  La  Botte. 

'  -  In  descending  from  the  Plain  de 
Caux  towards 

Haxflewr^  a  fine,  view  is  obtained 
of  that  town,  its  noble  spire,  and 
the  Seine  beyond.  It  is  situated 
on  the  Ldzarde,  a  small  stream 
now  barely  navigable  for  barges,  and 
2  m.  distant  from  the  Seine,  yet 
Monstrelet  calls  it  ''le  souverain  port 
de  la  Normandie.**  The  deposits 
brought  down  by  the  Ldzarde  have 
probably  contracted  its  bed,and  formed 
a  fringe  of  land  along  the  shore  of  the 
Seine,  which  has  greatly  increased 
the  distance  between  the  town  and  the 
j^tuary.  Before  the  rise  of  Havre, 
Harfleur  was  the  chief  port  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Seine,  at  which  the  wool 
of  Spain  and  Portugal  was  imported 
and  sent  up  to  Montevilliers  to  be 
wrought,  while  by  reason  of  its  for- 
tifications it  was  the  key  to  the  en- 
trance oi  the  Seine.  It  resisted  for 
40  days  the  besieging  army  of  Henry 
V.  in  1415,  who,  as  soon  as  it  had 
yielded,  uncovered  his  feet  and  legs 
and  walked  barefoot  to  church  to 
say  his  prayers,  after  which  he  col- 
lected the  inhabitants  to  the  number 
of  8000,  and  turning  them  out  of 
their  houses  with  only  the  clothes  on 
their  backs,  banished  them  and  con- 
fiscated their  property,  substituting 
English  colonists  in  their  place.  In 
20  years,  however,  the  town  was  sur- 
prised by  a  band  of  peasants  aided  by 
a  number  of  the  former  inhabitants, 
and  the  English  were  expelled.  The 
tower  and  spire  of  its  church,  built  in 
the  15th  century,  it  is  said,  by  Henry 
y.,  and  its  fringed  S.  portal,  are  de- 
servedly praised  as  masterpieces  of 
Gothic  architecture. 

The  Terrace  of  the  Chateau  of  Orcher, 
running  along  the  heights  above  the 
town,  commands  a   remarkably  fine 


view  of  the  rhrer.  FVom  Harfleut 
to  Havre  the  road  is  carried'  along 
the  side  of  a  hill,  sloping  gently 
down  to  the  Seine,  whose  embouchure 
is  seen  at  intervals  between  the  treeA 
and  houses.  On  the  rt.  a  Httle  aboTB 
the  road  stands  GravHU,  Its  smatt 
church,  prettily  situated  on  a  wooded 
bank,  is  Norman  of  the  end  of  the  1  Itli 
century.  Its  transepts  are  deooratefl 
externally  with  round  intersectinip 
arches,  surmounted  by  figures  of  ani- 
mals. The  capitals  of  the  pillars  ht 
the  nave  are  sculptured  with  monsteri. 
In  the  court  yard  behind  the  H6tel 
de  Ville  are  caves  in  the  rock,  onoo 
the  monks'  cellars.  The  church  wu 
built  in  honour  of  Saint  Honoria. 
Her  relics  were  removed  fiar  safety 
at  the  Norman  invasion  to  Conflanl^ 
and  confided  to  the  custody  of  the 
monks,  who,  when  the  danger  was 
overpast,  refused  to  restore  thend. 
Notwithstanding  this  loss  the  place 
where  they  had  been  retained  its  sano- 
titv,  so  that  more  pilgrims  and  woi(- 
shippers  repaired  thither,  than  to  the 
church  at  Conflans  which  actually 
held  them  1  Remains  of  the  masonry 
of  a  quay,  with  rings  to  attach  vessel^ 
are  said  to  have  been  found  under 
Graville.  Passing  numerous  gardens 
and  country  houses,  intermixed  with 
inns,  taverns,  and  guinguettes,  com- 
posing the  villages  of  Graville  and 
IngouviUe,  so  numerous  as  to  form 
almost  an  uninterrupted  street,  we 
reach 

16  Havre.— /nnj,  H.  de  I'Ami- 
raut6,  on  the  Grand  Quai ;  —  H.  de 
TEurope,  Rue  de  Paris,  near  Place 
du  Spectacle;  good  attendance  and 
cuisine,  but  not  very  clean ;  —  H.  dea 
Etats  Unis,  —  Wheeler's,  an  English 
house,  Quai  N6tre  Dame ; — Frascati's 
Hotel,  baths,  and  boarding  house,  on 
the  sea  shore;  Sur  le  Terr^e,  neat 
the  pier  outside  the  walls,  is  the  best^ 
but  inconveniently  distant  from  po» 
lice  and  diligence  ofiices  for  persona 
who  do  not  intend  to  tarry  here. 
It  contains  a  subscription  reading- 
room,  and  warm  baths,   which  cost 
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onl^r  S4  sous,    with  2   to  the  bai- 
gneur. 

,    Havre,  originally  Havre  de  Grace, 
from  a  small  chapel  of  Notre  Dame 
de  Grace,  which  stood  on  its  site,  the 
port  of  the  Seine  and  of  Paris,  one  of 
the  most  thriving  maritime  towns  of 
France,  is  situated  on  the  N.  side  of 
the  estuary  oi  the  Seine,  and  con- 
tuns  25,618  inhabitants.     It  is  quite 
a  modem  town,  owing  its  foundation 
to    Francis  I.  (1516),  and   its  pros- 
perity to  the  judicious  enactments  of 
Xiouis  XVI.,  though  it  has  received 
its  great  impulse  since  the  war,  and 
has  been  rapidly   gaining  upon   its 
elder  rivals,  Bordeaux  and  Nantes.  It 
has  no  fine  buildings,  nor  historical 
.'monuments  ;  its  streets  are  laid  down 
chiefly  in  strait  lines,  and  at  right  an- 
gles with  one  another,  and  they  are 
grouped  round  3   basins,  or  docks, - 
communicating  from  one  to  the  other 
'by  lock  gates,  and  placed  so  as  to  form 
a   triangle  entered    from  the  outer 
(avant)  port.     The  quays  bordering 
the    basins  lined  with   vessels,   and 
choked  up  with  cotton  bales,  sugar 
casks,  &c.,are  the  chief  scenes  of  life. 
The  strange  cries  and  glittering  plu- 
mage  of  parrots  and  noacaws,   will 
remind  the  stranger  of  the  connexion 
of  the  port  with  tropical  countries. 
Its  principal  street  (and  it  is  a  hand- 
some one)  is  the  Rue  de  Paris,  extend- 
ing through  the  Place  du  Spectacle, 
from  the   Porte  d'Ingouville  to  the 
round  tower  of  Fran9ois  Premier  at 
the  entrance  of  the  port,  the  only  relic 
of  the   fortifications   constructed  by 
that  monarch.    The  modern  fortifica- 
tions and  triple  range  of  ditches  which 
surround  the  town,   due   chiefly   to 
Napoleon,  cheque   the   extension  of 
new  streets,  impede  the  circulation  of 
traflSc    by  their    narrow    entrances, 
and  are  useless  in  a  military  point  of 
view,  because  commanded  by  the  neigh- 
bouring heights.     The  citadel,  built 
by    Richelieu,     in    which    Cardinal 
iVIazarin  shut  up  in  1650  the  lead- 
ers  of  the   Fronde,  the   Princes  of 
'Cond^,  Conti,  and^Longueville,  "  the 


lion,  the  ape,  and  the  fox,  caught  in 
one  trap,**  to  use  the  expresdon  of 
Gaston  of  Orleans,  has  been  disman* 
tied. 

The  release  of  these  distinguished 
captives  was  at  length  effected  (Feb. 
1651)  by  one  of  those  sudden  po« 
pular  risings  so  common  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Fronde.     Mazarin,  pros* 
trated  from  the  height  of  power  by 
this    revolution,    bethought    himself 
how  he  might  make  friends  of  his 
former  victims,  and,  disguised  as  a 
courier,   posted   off    instantly  from 
Paris,  in  order  to  be  the  first  to  tell 
the  joyous  news,  and    unlock    the 
prison  gates.      Assuming  an  air  of 
the  most  obsequious  servility,  he  as-' 
sured  them  he  had  no  band  in  their 
imprisonment,  and  stooped  to  kiss  the 
boot  of  Cond^  as  the  hero  mounted 
his  carriage,  amidst  salvos  of  artiUery^ 
on  his  way  to  Paris. 

It  is  only  by  aid  of  a  reservoir  of 
water  (la  Floride),rcgulated  by  sluices* 
that  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  formed 
in  the  flat  alluvium  of  the  Seine,  can 
be  kept  clear  from  the  deposits  of  th^ 
river  still  in  progress.  The  port  is  ac« 
cessible  for  vessels  during  only  4  hours 
each  tide,  at  low  water  the  port  and 
avant-port  are  lefr  dry.  The  3  docks 
are  capable  of  contcdning  250  or  300 
vessels  or  more  with  inconvenience ; 
a  fourth  dock,  called  Bcusin  de  Fauban, 
has  been  projected.  The  entrance 
to  the  old  docks  is  not  large  eocnigh 
to  admit  steamers,  which  are  obliged 
to  remain,  without  sufficient  protect 
tion  from  certain  winds,  in  the  outer 
port. 

Tlie  saying  of  Napoleon,  that 
"  Paris,  Rouen,  and  Havre  formed 
only  one  city,  of  which  the  Seine  waa 
the  highway,**  explains  the  cause  of 
the  prosperity  of  Havre.  It  is  the 
place  of  import  of  all  the  foreign  ar- 
ticles needed  for  the  supply  of  the 
French  metropolis:  like  Liverpool 
with  us,  it  is  the  chief  cotton  port  of 
France,  furnishing  this  commodity  to 
the  manufiu!turer  of  Rouen,  Lillet 
St.  C^uentin,  from  which  it  again  re* 
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o^es  tlie  manu&otoied  goods  to  ex- 
port. 

It  is  also  the  point  of  oommoiiici^ 
tion  between  the  Continent  of  Europe 
and  AmeriM ;  a  great  trade  is  carried 
on  with  the  United  States.  The  De* 
cUnations  of  Independence  formed  the 
groundwork  of  the  present  good  fbr- 
tunes  of  Havre.  A  line  of  packets  runs 
r^ularly  4  times  a  month  to  New 
York. 

Here,  also,  a  great  number  of  emi- 
grants, many  from  Germany,  annually 
embark  for  the  New  World. 

The  imports  of  Havre,  though  only 
one  half  in  quantity  and  weight  of 
those  of  Marseilles  (the  chief  se»*port 
in  France),  are  said  nearly  to  equal 
Ihem  in  value.     In  1838  the  number 
ol  vessels  belonging  to  the  port  was 
436.     Some  of  tiie  principal   mer- 
cantile houses  here  are  English  and 
American. 

The  ship-builders  of  Havre  ei^oy 
a  high  reputation  for  the  skill  and 
science  which   they   di^lay   in  the 
construction  of   vessels,    which    are 
capital   sea -boats.     Yet  their    ship- 
yards are  nothing  more  than  an  open 
space  on  the  sea  beach,  outside  the 
fortifications,  fenced  in  with  a  wooden 
paling.  Le  Norman,  the  chief  build* 
er,  has  turned  out  some  beautiful 
steamers,  which  beat  the  English  in 
swiftness. 

The  annals  of  Havre  are  connected 
with  the  history  of  England  at  seve- 
ral points.  Henry  of  Richmond  em- 
barked here,  1485,  for  Milford 
Haven  and  Bosworth  Field,  backed 
by  4,000  men,  furnished  by  Charles 
V111.  to  aid  his  enterprise.  The 
town  was  delivered  over  to  the  keeping 
of  Queen  Elizabeth  by  the  Prince  de 
€^nd6,  leader  of  the  Huguenots,  1562, 
and  the  command  of  it  was  entrusted 
to  Ambrose  Dudley,  Earl  of  War- 
wick  ;  but  the  English  were  ejected 
within  a  year,  after  a  most  obstinate 
^iege,  whose  progress  was  pressed  for- 
ward by  Charles  I X.  and  his  mother 
Catherine  de  M edicis  in  person,  sen- 
sible that  the  possession  oi  Havre  by 


the  English  would  be  a  thorn  in  Um 
side  of  France.  Hatred  of  the  Eogw 
lish,  indeed,  had  united  all  parties  m 
France  against  them.  The  Phitcttaiit 
Cond6  served  in  the  besieging  anny» 
which  was  commanded  by  the  Con- 
stable Montmorency,  previously  the 
ally  of  the  English.  Warwick  held  out 
against  vastly  superior  numbers,  untU 
his  Ibrce  was  raduced  by  slaughter 
and  the  plague  from  nearly  6000  to 
1500:  he  was  himself  shot  b  de- 
fending a  breach,  after  which  the  plaec 
surrendered. 

The  fleet  of  William  III.,  which 
had  iiuled  before  Brest,  made  an  in- 
effectual attempt  in  1694  to  bombard 
the  town,  as  it  had  before  done  in  th« 
case  of  Dieppe  with  success.  In  1796 
Sir  Sidney  Smith,  while  cruising  in 
the  Channel,  endeavoured  to  cut  out  a 
French  ship  of  war  from  under  the 
batteries;  but  became  entangled  in 
the  currents  and  sandbanks  of  the 
Seine,  and  his  vessel,  having  been 
perceived  next  morning  lying  high  and 
dry,  was  captured  by  some  gun-boats, 
and  he  was  sent  a  prisoner  to  the  Tem- 
ple in  Paris. 

Bemardin  de  St  Pierre,  author  of 
Paul  and  Virginia,  was  born  here  in 
a  house  No.  47.  Rue  de  la  Corderie. 
Havre  is  also  tlie  birth-place  of 
Mademoiselle  Scudery,  1697»  and  of 
Casimir  Delavigne. 

There  is  an  English  ChapeL  in  the 
Rue  d'  Orleans;  service  at  12  on 
Sundays. 

The  Cerde  de  Commerce  is  a  large 
commercial  club-house,  furnished  with 
almost  all  the  European  newspapers 
and  many  American,  to  which  stran- 
gers can  be  introduced  by  members. 

The  Theatre  in  the  Place  Louis 
XVI.,  or  du  Spectacle,  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  Bassin  du  Commerce, 
one  of  the  most  striking  buildings  in 
the  town,  was  burnt  down  1848. 

Baths. — FratecUiy^  on  the  sea-shore, 
not  far  from  the  pier,  contains  good 
hot  and  cold  sea- water  baths.  In 
summer,  bathing  is  carried  on  in  the 
open  sea.     Cabinets  are  provided  for 


62 


lUnUe  19.  •—  Havre  *— -  Ingauville, 


06C^a  x« 


dressing  and  undressing,  and  men  and 
women  bathe  together,  but  eorered  up 
fli  bathing  dresses.  lliere  are  no 
bathing-machines :  ladies  are  led  out 
to  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  by  the 
guide,  who  then  seises  them  by  the 
shoulden^  lays  them  on  the  surface  of 
die  water,  and  dips  them  by  sousing 
their  heads  under  water. 

N.  B.  The  draught  of  the  tide  is 
flo  strong  as  sometimes  to  overpower 
Vfea  skilful  swimmers.  The  bathers 
lay  hold  of  ropes  aittaehed  to  posts  to 
prevent  their  being  swept  away  in 
stormy  weather. 

English  travellers  arriving  at  Havre 
ar^  for  the  most  part,  intent  on  quit- 
ting it  as  soon  as  possible,  either  on 
their  way  to  Paris  or  Caen,  or  on 
tiieir  return  to  England.  For  them, 
the  following  information  will  be  use- 
ftil.  They  should  be  on  the  alert  to 
get  their  passports  signed  and  bag- 
gage passed,  as  the  steamers  and 
diligences  to  Paris  start  at  an  early 
hour. 

The  BweoH  de  PoUee^  whither 
tstrangen  must  repair  to  obtain  their 
passports,  is  in  the  Hotel  de  Ville, 
at  the  corner  of  the  Place  Francois  I. , 
not  far  from  the  round  tower.  The 
office  is  open  at  8  o*  clock  a.  m. 

The  Cu8iom^hou9e,  comer  of  Quai 
Notre  Dame  and  Grand  Quai  (en- 
trance in  Rue  de  la  Gaffe),  opens  at  8. 
Affcer  the  baggage  has  been  examined 
{see  Introductiok),  the  dues  for  the 
harbour  on  the  landing,  and  for  por- 
terage, are  fixed  by  and  paid  to  an 
English  woman,  who  manages  this 
department  of  the  establishment. 

Potie  aux  Lettres*  7.  Rue  du  Grand 
Croissant ;  post  leaves  for  Paris  at  4^ 
p*m. 

Constds  reside  here  from  Great 
Britain  and  other  maritime  states  of 
Europe  and  America. 

Coiweyatusea. 

MaUeposte  to  Paris  (26  Eng.  m. )  by 
Rouen  in  is  hours. 

•DUigenee*  (offices,  Rue  de  Paris, 
49.  and  lOl.)  to  Paris  by  Rouen 
3  every  evening  in  16   hours,  —  to 


Rouen  at  11^  dafly  in  7  hours.  The 
lower  road  (R.  IS.  9),  though  longer 
than  the  upper  one  (R.  14.),  is  &r 
more  agreeable. -*-To  Dieppe  by  Fe- 
camp daily,  in  9  hours  (R.  18.);  to 
Caen  (starting  from  Honfleur  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Seine)  daily. 
(Route  23.) 

Steamert  go  to  Rouen  daily  in 
8  or  9  hours;  to  Caen  daily  in  4 
hours  (see  p.  70.  R.  24.)  ;  to  Hon« 
fleur  once  or  twice  a  day  in  )  of  an 
hour  (R.  2S.);  to  Dunkirk  every  S 
days;  to  Cherburg;  to  Morlaiz  in 
Brittany  in  18  hours,  every  Saturday^; 
to  Bordeaux  once  a  fortnight,  1st  place 
80  fr;,  2nd  50  fr. ;  to  Nantes;  to 
London  every  Sunday,  to  Southamp.- 
ton  daily ;  to  Rotterdam  in  24  hours 
every  10  days;  to  Amsterdam;  to 
St.  Petersburg  and  Copenhagen  twice 
a  month  ; .  to  Hamburg  every  Satur- 
day. More  than  40  steam- vessels^  in-^ 
eluding  tug-boats,  belong  to  the  Port 
du  Havre. 

The  antiquarian  and  architect  niay 
visit  the  Norman  Church  of  Grarille, 
2  m.  on  the  Rouen  road  (p.  59.) 

Those  who  have  an  hour  or  two  to 
spare  at  Havre  cannot  better  employ 
it  than  in  ascending  the  hill  of  In- 
ffouvUk,  a  village  of  5666  inhab.,  about 
^  a  mile  to  the  N;  of  the  town,  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  neat  country  houses 
with  gardens.  The  view  from  the 
top,  over  the  town  of  Havre,  its  forest 
of  masts,  rising  from  amidst  its  build- 
ings, over  the  embouchure  of  the 
Seine,  the  distant  hills  of  Calvados  ap- 
pearing on  the  horizon  like  an  island, 
and  over  the  heights  of  La  H^ve  to 
the  rt  (N.),  crowned  by  its  twin 
light-house — is  very  striking  and 
pleasing. 

The  chalk  cliffs  under  the  lofty 
headland  of  Cap  la  Hdve,  on  which 
the  lighthouses  are  erected  at  a  height 
of  SOO  ft.,  offer  some  fine  rock 
scenery ;  but,  except  when  the  tide  is 
low,  the  shingly  beech  is  not  fovour- 
able  for  walking.  These  rocks  were 
the  fovourite  haunt  of  the  author  of 
Paul  and  Virginia. 
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The  AkMepottt  daily  in  5).  hoan. 
JHUgateeM  S  or  4  daily, 

A  dull  road  through  a  fertilo  ooim* 
try,  the  Pays  de  Gaux,  fa  lea  inter- 
esting than  the  lower  road  (R.  13.  )• 
fiven  after  Rouen  is  a  long  way  left 
beihind,  the  country 'trgversed  hy  the 
toad  exhibits  the  fivifyiug  effects  of 
the  eotton  indostiyv  in  mills  or  fiu^ 
tones,  eountry-hooses,  Tillages,  &c. 
The  chief  of  these  is  IMville,  situated 
in  a  pretty  valley  which  bears  its 
name. 

At  Maromme  our  road  turns  to  the 
1.  out  of  that  leading  to  Dieppe 
(B»  6.),  and  ascends  the  hiH  of  La 
Valette,  by  which  it  attains  the  sum- 
mit of  the  table-land  of  the  Pays  de 
Cauz. 

17  Barentin. 

18  Yvetot 

An  industrious  little  country  town 
of  9,032  inhabitants,  with  houses  of 
timber,  craitaining  some  manuiactures 
of  cotton,  but  destitute  of  objects  of 
interest.  The  title  of  <*  Roi  d*  Yvetot  *' 
has  given  a  wide  celebrity  to  its 
name,  and  has  greatly  pusaled  an- 
tiquaries and  local  historians,  who 
hm  Ailed  in  proving  the  existence 
of  any  sovereign  authority,  or  in  dis- 
covering the  origin  of  the  title^ 
though  an  edict  is  sud  to  exist  in  the 
archives  of  the  excdiequer  of  Noi^- 
mandy  giving  the  rank  of  kings  to  the 
seigneurs  of  Yvetot. 

There  is  a  tradition  that  one  Gaul- 
thier.  Lord  of  Yvetot,  having  off^ided 
Kia^  Clothair^  son  of  Clovis,  and 
having  been  banished  his  presence, 
ventured  to  throw  himself  at  the  feet 
of  the  king  while  he  was  kneeling  in 
prayer  before  the  h^h  altar  at  Sois- 
sons,  on  Good  Friday,  thinking  that 
the  faoUness  of  the  place,  and  of  the 
day  of  pardon  for  the  sins  of  man- 
kind)   might    obtain  fi»rgiveness  for 


faim  also.  Clothair,  howetat;  tm 
sooner  saw  him  than  he  drew  his 
sword  and  slew  him,  but  repentiiig 
afterwards  of  his  cihne^  and  datiiiiig 
to  make  atonement  to  Gaulthier,  cre- 
ated his  heiiB  kings  of  Yvetot  But 
this  story  has  no  good  foundatioii* 
Beranger  describes  the  king  of  Yvo* 
tot:  — 

•*  !1  <tsft  on  rot  d*Tretot, 
Pen  comiu  daas  rhiitoira, 
Se  levant  UnL  le  coucbant  tdt. 
Dormant  Tort  blen  sans  glolre, 
Et  coott>dn6  par  Jcsonetoo 
D'un  aJUnple  ooDAei  4e  ooton.** 

Here,  in  the  very  heart  of  the  Fltvs 
de  Caux,  the  traveller  will  now  in 
vain  look  for  the  Cauchoise  head* 
dress,  once  commonly  worn  by  the 
women.  It  was  a  huge  structure  of 
cambric  and  lace^  something  between 
a  cap  and  a  helmet,  and  appears  to 
have  been  the  finhion  even  in  Eng- 
land during  the  1 5th  and  1 6th  cen* 
turies.  The  modem  modes  of  Paris 
have  driven  it  out  of  the  field  even  in 
remote  Norman  villages,  and  it  \k 
now  rarely  seen. 

About  2  m.  S.  of  Valliquerville 
(through  which  our  way  lies),  at  a 
village  called  Allonrille,  is  an  odk  of 
unknown  anriquity ;  its  trunk  mea* 
sures  30  ft.  in  circumference  at  the 
ground.  Great  care  is  taken  of  it, 
and  the  parts  deprived  of  bark  are 
protected  by  tiles.  The  hollow  of 
the  trunk  has  served  for  150  years 
past  as  a  chapel,  and  is  furnished  wUh 
an  altar,  while  above  is  an  upper 
chamber  with  bed,  chair,  and  table.    . 

The  Bay  de  Cdux,  through  the 
centre  of  which  oiur  route  lies,  retains 
the  name,  slightly  altered,  of  its  an- 
cient inhabitants  in  Caesar's  time,  th* 
Caletes  (?  Celts. )  It  is  a  high  table* 
land,  only  here  and  there  intersected 
by  river  courses,  exceedingly  fertile, 
though  somewhat  arid.  IVees  arc 
rare  on  the  high  ground,  except  the 
usual  avenues  of  fruit  trees  on  the 
road  side,  and  around  villages  and 
fium-houses,  whose  existence  and  po- 
sition is  invariably  denoted  by  a  sort 
of  verdant    rampart  of  stiff  elms^ 
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planted  in  strait  lines  and  double 
rows  on  or  near  a  high  bank  of  earth ; 
you  may  be  sure  that  a  iarm  or  cha- 
teau is  hid  behind  such  an  enclosure. 

22  Bolbee.  A  fresh-looking  town 
of  stating  brick  houses,  which  re- 
place those  of  wood  destroyed  by  a 
great  fire  in  the  last  centuiy ;  situated 
in  one  of  the  pleasant  little  valleys 
which  intersect  the  Pays  de  Caui. 
It  contains  a  vast  number  of  cotton 
mills,  manu&ctories  of  calicots,  printed 
stuffs  and  handkerehiefe;  printworks, 
bleaching  grounds,  &c. ;  in  short,  it 
is  one  <^  the  most  industrious  places 
in  the  department  of  the  Seine  In- 
f^rieure,  96S0  inhab.  The  abundant 
stream  which  runs  through  it,  and  is 
a  main  cause  of  this  activity,  turns  no 
less  than  113  usines  before  it  joins  the 
jSeine  below  Lillebonne.  That  ancient 
town  (R.  13.)  is  only  B  m.  distant; 
its  Roman  Theatre  merits  notice. 

The  diligences  taking  the  low  road 
from  Havre  to  Rouen,  turn  off  here 
to  Lillebonne ;  the  two  roads  separate 
however  at  the  village  of  St.  Romain; 
whence  to  the  castle  of  Tancarville 
the  distance  is  9  m.  (see  p.  54). 

14  La  Botte.  The  remainder  of 
this  route  through  Harfleur  to 

16  Hav&e  is  described  in  R.  13. 


ROUTE  18. 

HAVRE   TO   SIEFFE   AVD   ABBEVII.LE  B7 
FECAMP   AMD    SU. 

168  kilom.  «  104  £ng.  m. 

Diligence  daily  to  Dieppe  in  9  hours. 

At  Harfleur  (p.  59. )  we  turn  out 
of  the  Rouen  road,  and  ascend  the 
pretty  green  valley  of  the  L^zarde  to 
Montivilliers,  agreeably  situated,  with 
many  trees  about  it,  and  containing 
some  picturesque  wooden  houses. 
Its  Church  belonged  to  a  once  famous 
abbey  of  Benedictine  nuns  founded 
in  the  7th  century.  It  is  in  the 
Romanesque  style  of  the  Uth  cen- 
tury, except  the  N.  aisle,  which  is 
florid,   and  the   Lady   Chapel,  early 


pointed.  Notiee  should  be  taken 
of  its  elegant  Norman  tower  sur- 
mounted 1^  a  li|^t  spire,  with  a  florid 
portal  on  one  side  of  it  and  a  round 
doorway,  ornamented  with  the  em- 
battled fret,  on  the  other,  and  within, 
of  the  carved  capitals  of  the  columns^ 
and  a  gallery  of  stone  fretwork  near 
the  W.  end. 

16  £pouville.  We  now  reaeh  the 
high  ground  of  the  Pays  de  Caux 
(p.  63.),  but  traverse  a  number  of  val- 
lejrs  or  gullies  intersecting  it,  runauig 
down  to  the  sea,  in  every  one  of 
which  a  village  or  small  town  nestles ; 
this  renders  the  road  a  succession  of 
tips  and  downs.  When  the  harvest 
is  cleared  from  the  ground  and  sheep 
are  feeding  among  the  stubble,  a  long 
narrow  cart,  covered  either  with  a 
coved  wooden  roof  or  thatched  with 
straw,  a  sort  of  horixmtal  sentry  box 
on  wheels,  may  be  seen  drawn  up  by 
the  road  side  or  in  the  fields ;  it  is 
the  moveable  bed  of  the  shepherd,  in 
which  he  shelters  himself  at  night  or 
in  bad  weather. 

14  Goderville. 

12  F^amp. —  Inns;  Poste,  extor« 
tionate;  Hotel  du  Commerce. 

Fecamp,  a  town  of  10,000  inhabit* 
ants,  nearly  fills  the  bottom  and  sides 
of  a  narrow  valley  opening  out  towards 
the  sea  between  2  high  falaisesorcUfifs, 
on  one  of  which  stands  a  lighthouse. 
It  has  the  advantage  of  being  at  once 
a  seaport  and  a  manufacturing  town, 
owing  to  the  abundant  stream  which) 
as  it  descends  tibe  valley,  turns  nuf 
merous  cotton  and  other  mills,  be^* 
sides  which  there  are  3  steam  saw 
mills.  The  harbour  is  small  and 
much  sanded  up,  but  is  resorted  to 
by  a  few  colliers  and  Baltic  timber 
ships,  besides  fishing  vessels. 

In  tlie  centre  of  the  town  stands  the 
Church  of  the  Abbey  of  Ndtre  BamCf 
a  large  and  fine  ecUfice  in  the  early 
pointed  style,  with  some  Norman 
features,  built  in  the  beginning  of  the 
13th  century,  except  the  2  round 
arched  apsidal  chapels  behind  the 
£.  end,  which  are  older,  and  the  & 
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$ide  of  the  eboir,  which  is  more  mo- 
dem and  florid.  The  LAdy  Chapel, 
with  its  carved  woodwork  of  the  16th 
century,  and  the  monuments  in  the 
side  chapels  of  abbots  Richard  (122S), 
William  (1297),  and  Robert  (1326), 
consisting  of  altar  tombs  enriched 
with  crocketted  niches,  bearing  their 
effigies  reclining  under  florid  cano- 
pies, merit  notice.  Also  some  curious 
carvings  of  Scriptural  subjects  in  the 
K.  transept. 

About  10  m.  S.W.  of  F^mp,  on 
the  coast>  is  the  fishing  village  of 
Etretaif  situated  anudst  rocks  which 
have  been  excavated  by  the  sea  into 
arches,  aiguilles,  and  other  fantastic 
shapes.  It  is  resorted  to  by  French 
lurtists,  and  there  is  a  tolerable  and 
cheap  little  /mi; — Au  Rendezvous^des 
Artistes.     The  road  thither  is  bad. 

A  hill  steeper  than  that  which  leads 
into  Fecamp  from  the  W.  carries  the 
^noad  out  of  it  on  the  side  of  Dieppe. 

19  Cany,  in  its  pretty  green  and 
wooded  valley,  is  an  agreeable  contrast 
to  the  bare  open  land  which  precedes 
and  follows.  The  Chaiettu  belongs  to 
the  Due  de  Luxemburg. 

The  road  again  approaches  the 
sea  at 

12  St.  Yallery  en  Caux,  a  fishing 
town,  of  5328  inhabb,  with  a  port 
formed  by  locking  the  stream,  which 
here  descends  to  the  sea. 

IS  Bourg  Dun. 

18  Dieppe,  in  Route  S*  (p.  22.) 
A  rudely  jolting,  one-horse  patache 

runs  daily  between  Dieppe  and  £u. 
A  cabriolet  costs  lO  fir.  to  go  and  re- 
turn. The  road,  as  before^  is  carried 
over  the  high  ground  at  some  dis- 
tance from  the  sea,  and  traverses  in 
succession  several  valleys. 

19  Torqueville,  a  small  hamlet. 
JBeyond  it  a  considerably  larger  vil- 
lage, Creil,  with  a  massive  church,  is 


11  JEu.-'Inns:  Poste;  Hotel  de 
I*  Union,  neither  good  nor  cheap. 

A  somewhat  lUeless  town  of  3730 
inhabitants,  on  the  Bresle,  a  small 
stream  which  formed  the  boundary  of 


Normandy,  and  which  ftlls  into  the 
Channel  2  m.  lower  down  at  Treport, 
In  the  centre  of  the  town  is  an  ir* 
regular  market-place,  no  2  sides  eC 
wMeh  are  parallel,  overlooked  by  the 
£.  end  of  the  Pariwh  Church,  a  heavy 
building  and  injured  by  modem  re* 
parations,  externally  propped  up  by 
huge  flying  buttresses.  It  is  in  the 
early  pointed  style;  the  trifortum 
arches  open  into  the  aisles^  the  £,  end 
is  angular,  but  several  of  the  sido 
chapels  are  of  late  florid  Gothic.  AU 
tention  should  be  directed  to  the  tereen 
before  that  of  St  Laurent,  an  Irish 
archbishop;  to  the  Entombment  in 
another  chapel  composed  of  statues  as 
large  as  life ;  and  to  the  fietntastic,  spi* 
rally  banded  column  in  the  &  transept; 
The  church  has  been  restored  by  the 
King,  who  has  also  given  several  mo* 
dem  painted  windows  from  the  ma<» 
nufiictory  at  Sevres. 

In  the  crypt  (caveau)  below  the 
church  are  deposited  a  series  of  monu* 
mental  effigies  which  were  muti]ate4 
by  the  revolutionists  1793,  and  thrown 
into  a  vault  filled  with  rubbish,  but 
have  been  restored  by  the  present 
king,  though  in  a  style  and  to  an  cxt 
tent  which  gives  them  a  very  modem 
character.  The  oldest  is  of  St.  Lau* 
rent,  archbishop  of  Dublin,  who  died 
at  Eu  ( 1 1 8 1 ),  whither  he  had  repaired 
on  a  mission  of  peace,  to  reconcile 
Henry  II.  and  the  king  of  Ireland* 
The  rest  are  of  the  counts  of  Eu,  of 
the  family  of  Artois;  viz.  Charles 
d'Artois,  1471,  the  head  and  hands  are 
of  marble;  ofhis  father,  Philip  d*  Artois^ 
made  prisoner  at  Nicopolis  by  the 
Turks,  d.  1397  in  Anatolia;  Jean 
d' Artois,  1386,  his  surcoat  studded 
with  fleurs*de-lis  of  copper;  he  was 
taken  prisoner  at  Crecy  along  with  the 
French  king ;  Isabella  de  Melun,  his 
wife,  in  an  elaborately  carved  dress, 
with  dogs  at  her  feet;  Jeanne  de 
Saveuse,  wife  of  Charles  d*  Artois,  as 
pleasing  countenance  and  curious  cos- 
tume ;  Helene  de  Melun,  his  2d  wife ; 
Isabelle  d' Artois,  who  died  unmarried^ 
1397* 
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Eu  19  chiefly  remarkable,  however, 
on  account  of  its  Chdteau,  belongine 
to  King  Louis  Philijppe,  who  inherited 
it  with  the  Comt^  d'En  from  his 
mother,  daughter  and  heiress  of  ifae 
Due  de  Penthidvre.  His  Majesty 
spends  here  in  retirement  a  few  weeks 
of  every  autumn.  It  is  a  low  building 
of  red  brick  surmounted  by  high 
tent-shaped  roofs  of  slate,  like  the 
pavilions  of  the  Tuilleries,  and  is 
widiODt -architectural  beauty.  It  was 
built  1578  by  Henry  of  Lorraine,  Ic 
Balafr6  Due  de  Guise,  on  the  site  of 
a  castle  which  had  belonged  in  turn 
to  the  Lusignans,  the  Briennes,  the 
Artois,  the  Cloves,  and  the  Saint  Pbls, 
sind  which  was  burnt  down  by  Louis 
•XL  (1475),  to  punish  the  treachery 
of  the  Comte  de  St.  Pol.  It  has  been 
much  augmented  by  the  present  king, 
and  splendidly  fitted  up,  the  walls'  being 
clothed  with  a  collection  of  historical 
and  &mily  portraits,  including  those  of 
the  royal  family  and  the  various  lines 
of  the  counts  of  Eu  to  the  number  of 
1100.  Many  of  them  are  copies, 
others  are  mere  furniture  pictures; 
yet  the  collection  is  highly  inter- 
esting, and  the  formation  of  it  seems 
to  have  given  rise  to  the  grander  gal- 
lery of  Versailles,  which  this  resem- 
bles on  a  miniature  scale.  There 
appears  to  be  no  other  arrangement 
than  that  of  making  a '  certain  num- 
ber of  pictures  fit  into  certain  spaces ; 
names,  dates,  nations,  and  families 
are  intermixed,  and  the  walls  are  co- 
vered with  them  from  the  top  to  the 
f>ottom  of  the  house. 

As  the  pictures  are  chiefly  valuable 
in.  an  historical  point  of  view,  not  as 
works  of  art,  and  as  every  one  bears 
its  name  on  the  frame,  it  is  useless 
to  enter  into  long  details,  which 
would  merely  be  to  give  a  list  of  the 
most  eminent  names  in  French  his- 
tory, A  few,  however,  are  here  noted 
down,  as  possessing  some  peculiar  in- 
terest :  —  the  Regent  Duke  of  Or- 
leans by  Mffnard — Napoleon  and  his 
father,  Charles  Buonaparte  1  There 
are  several  portraits  of  the  frivolous 


anfd  ambitious  Anne  Miarie  Louise 
de  Montpensier,  called  sometin^ies  la 
Grande  MademoiseDe,  who,  after 
having  aspired  to  the  hands  of  her 
cousin  Louis  XTV.,  of  the  Grand 
Cond^,  of  Charles  II.,  and  of  the  Em- 
peror of  (Germany,  was  content  at  last 
to  be  married  to  Lauzun,  a  simple 
gentleman,  and  endured  from  him; 
according  to  report,  the  insuH  of  being 
ordered,  by  the  undignified  appella^ 
tion  of  **  Louise  d' Orleans,"  to  draw 
off  his  boots!  She  often  resided  in 
this  chateau ;  and  one  of  these  like- 
nesses, at  the  age  of  43,-in  whlfeh  she 
is  drawn  holding  her  father^  (Gaston 
Due  d'Orleans/)  portrait,  is  mentioned 
by  her  in  her  "  M^moires."  Hef 
bedroom  was  that  occupied  by  the 
present  queen.  Some  of  the  dra^ngii 
in  the  Cabinet  de  la  Coquille,  on  the 
first  floor,  are  by  her.  I%e  became 
possessor  of  Eu  by  purchase  from 
Mademoiselle  de  Guise,  the  last  de* 
scendant  of  that  family  in  a  direct 
line,  1661.  She  bequeathed  it  to  th6 
Due  de  Maine,  natural  son  of  Loute. 
XIV.,  by  Mde.  de  Montespan,  in  the 
vain  hope  of  ransoming  Lauzun  her 
husband  from  the  Bastille.  She  first 
commenced  the  historic  gallery  of 
portraits  at  Eu,  and  her  collection 
forms  the  groundwork  of  that  st^ 
existing.  At  the  back  of  one  of  the 
portraits  of  "herself  there  is  written 
by  her  own  hand,  **  Bergere  alant  a 
la  foite  du  Vilage  voisin.*  Poriraitt 
eontmtied  —  of  Louis  XVI.,  Marie 
Antoinette,  his  queen,  the  Dauphin 
their  son,  who  died  in  the  Temple^ 
and  all  the  other  members  of  thelif 
family ;  those  of  Louis  Philippe  and 
his  femily  occupy  the  Salon  de  Famitk  .* 
— the  most  pleasing  and  interesting 
is  the  Princess  Marie  of  Wirtemburg, 
the  sculptor  of  the  admirable  statue 
of  Jeanne  d*  Arc.  There  are  two  port 
traits  of  Louis  Philippe  Egalit^  (A 
1793),  one  as  a  young  man  in  civic 
dress,  the  other  in  uniform,  by  ^iV 
J,  Reynolds, 

One  of  the  most  superb  and  inter- 
esting apartments  is  the   GcdeHe  de$ 
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Q^im,  mied  with  portails  of  iStmt 
mooarkable  fitnuly,  who  o&ee  owned 
this  chatcftu ;  among  them,  €3aude  de 
Xonaioei  with  the  azmour  Aad  fw<inl 
with  which  he  fim^ht  at  Marigoan ; 
Fxaii90]8  de  Lorraine,  Due  de  Ghiiae, 
irho  was  wounded  in  ^e  fiwe  belbfe 
Boulogne  by  an  £nglish  huioe,  and 
who  endured  the  pain  of  ha^ng  tiie 
Uinee  bead  extracted  from  his  dieek 
-with  a  pair  of  pincersy  while  the  aur* 
geon  rested  his  foot  on  the  duke's 
head  to  obtain  apuxriiase.  He  was 
the  suceessfbl  definiderof  Metz  against 
Charles  V.,  and  the  capturer  of  Calaia 
from  the  English ;  he  was  killed  by 
the  p^soned  bullet  of  Poltrot,  1563. 
His  son,  Due  Hi^rl  le  Balafr6,  so 
ofdled  also  from  a  wound  in  his  4;hedk 
neoeiTed  from  an  arquebuse  at  the- 
battle  of  Dormans.  He  began  to 
l^uiid  the  chateau  d'£u,  \S*JS ;  he 
wais  the  chief  of  the  Ligue,  the 
hero  of  the  -  Journ^e  des  .Barricades, 
and  the  murdeper  of  Coligny  on 
St  Bartholomew's  night.  He 
-was  assassinated  by  Henri  III.  at 
Blois  (Boute  53.),  1688»  together 
with  his  brother,  the  Cardinal  de- 
Guise. 

Marie  de  Lorraine,  daughter  of 
Duke  Claude,  Queen  of  James  V.  -of 
Scotland,  and  mother  of  Mary  Queen 
of  Scots ;— Queen  Mary  herself  in  her 
widow's  weeds  of  white  (royal  mourn- 
ing); —  Gatherine»  Duchesse  de 
li£gintpensier,  sister  of  Le  Balafr^,  who 
revenged  his  death  by  instigating 
Jacques  Clement  to  assassinate  Henri 
IIL;->~the  Duo  de  Mayenne,  bro- 
their  of  le  Balair4»  oommander  of  the 
armies  of  the  Ligne  against  Henri 
IV.  Henry  IL  de  Lorraine,  Due  de 
Giuise,  conqueror  and  viceroy  of  Na- 
ples after  Massaniello's  rebelUon.^ 

**  Le  redi  de  cette  salle  a  fiiit'un 
kmg  digression  sur  les  portraits  qui  y 
soot,"  are  the  words  of  Mademoiselle 
de  Montpenner  herself,  in  describing 
these  very  pictures  in  her  own  gal- 
lery ;  yet  how  momentous  a  tale  does 
every  countenance  tell )  Where  shall 
we    find    such   an  accumulation   of 


«iiibi60n9  of  crime,  aiid  of  romanoe^ 
as  in  that  one  fiimily  ? 

Of  Loab  XIV,  there  are  several 
likencflseB,  also  of  his  family,  his  mia- 
tresses,  his  generals,  his  court;  and 
even  more  of  Louis  XV.  In  the 
billiard-room  are  Charles  L  and  II.» 
Oliver  Cromwell,  Queen  Elisabeth^ 
Joan  of  Are,  and  Agnes  Sorel. 

The  superb  S<dU  det  Rou  is  M 
ealled,  because  filled  with  portraits  df 
kings  and  queens  only :  here  are  Mark 
de  Mediois  by  fan  Dyk,  given  byh^r* 
self  to  Mademoiselle  de  Mon^pan* 
sier,  and  Henri  IV. 

In  the  King*t  CiMnett  among  nor* 
traits  of  his  own  fitmily,  including 
his  father,  are  Madame  de  Oealli) 
his  preceptress;  Pamela,  afterwardi 
Lady  Fitsgeraldj  and  Madame  da 
Lamballe,  who  was  murdered  1793. 

The  small  Chapel,  a  mixture  of  Oo* 
thio  and  Italian  iii  its  deooratkmS} 
has  some  modem  painted  glass  vrln* 
dows  from  Sevres ;  one  is  a  portrait 
of  St  Amelia,  afVer  the  picture  by 
JPaul  de  la  Roche. 

The  Park  or  grounds  are  less  attrae^ 
tive  than  the  palace :  being  a  wilderness 
of  trees,  mostly  weedy  elms,  planted 
in  rows  with  angular  terraces;  t 
gloomy  canal,  and  muddy  circultt 
ponds  beset  with  willows.  No  ad* 
vantage  has  been  taken  of  the  sldpeft 
of  the  ground,*— no  taste  shown  in 
laying  out  the  brotherhood  of  alleyf 
and  formal  parterres.  —  Mr.  Loudon 
might  make  something  good  out  of  it. 
Only  on  the  1.  of  the  castle  a  few  an- 
cient beeches  survive,  beneath  whose 
branches  the  B«dafr4  Due  de  Guise 
heard  the  suits  of  his  vassals,  and  con- 
certed plots  against  his  sovereigns 
Here  a  small  space  has  been  railed  in 
by  the  king,  who  has  affixed  this  in- 
scription :  —  **  Ici  les  Guises  tenaient 
conseil  au  XVI.  si^le."  ^  At  the  ex- 
tremity of  ^e  grounds  is  a  terrace 
overlooking  the  gap  through  whibb 
the  Bresle  quitting  the  bare  and  doll 
valley  enters  the  sea,  and  the  little 
viUi^,  Treport,  is  perceived  at  its 
mouth.  On  this  terrace  is  a  briok  Fa^M^ 
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fm,  fitted  up  by  poor  Mademoiselle, 
during  the  time  she  was  banished  to 
her  estate  at  £u  by  the  tyrant  Louis 
XIV.,  for  refusing  to  marry  the  pa- 
ralytic and  imbecile  king  of  Portugal. 
Louis  Philippe  has  restored  it,  and 
ornamented  it  with  pictures  of  the 
eyents  of  her  life. 

Treport,  the  port  of  £u,  S  m.  dis- 
tant, is  a  fishing  Tillage  of  2,265 
inhabitants,  having  an  old  Church 
with  a  fine  portal.  It  is  supposed 
to  be  the  idterior  partus  of  Julius 
Caesar. 

There  remain  to  be  noticed  at  Eu 
the  effigies  of  the  Due  Henri  de 
Guise  Le  Balafr^,  murdered  at  Blots, 
and  of  his  wife  Catherine  de  Cleves 
in  the  Egliae  du  CkHUge,  originally 
of  the  Jesuits,  who  were  established 
at  £u  by  le  Balafr^.  The  church 
built  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  old 
castle,  as  well  as  the  monuments,  were 
raised  at  her  expense ;  they  are  rich 
in  marble,  but  of  no  yahie  as  works 
of  art.  He  is  represented  in  armour, 
she  in  ruff  and  farthingale ;  there  are 
duplicate  effigies  of  both  attended 
by  figures  of  Prudence,  Strength, 
Faith,  and  Charity ;  Gillot  was  the 
sculptor.  From  the  pulpit  of  this 
church  Bourdaloue  preached  his 
first  sermon.  On  the  Bresle,  close 
to  the  palace^  is  a  mill  for  making 
sea  biscuits,  established  by  an  En- 
glishman. 

16  Valines. 

18  y466c»t7fe(R.  2.). 


ROUTE  21. 

AODEN  TO  ALEN9ON  BY  BXBMAr,  BR06- 
LIE,  AMD  SEEZ. 

144  kilom.  «  89j  Eng,  m. 

40  Brionne(R.  23.). 

15  Bernay— -(/nn,  LaPoste:  Lion 
d'Or),  a  manufecturing  town  of  6,600 
inhab.  It  once  possessed  an  impor- 
tant abbey,  founded  by  Judith,  wife 
of  Richard  II.  duke  of  Normandy; 
the  Church  of  which,  now  converted 


into  wardiouses,  is  one  of  the  oldest 
Norman  (  Romanesque)  buildings  ex- 
isting in  Normandy,  having  been 
b^;un  in  the  early  part  of  the  1 1th 
century.  It  is  large  in  its  dimensions 
and  perfectly  simple  in  its  style :  plain 
square  piers  support  equally  plain 
circular  arches.  The  columns  at- 
tached to  the  piers  are  carved,  and 
one  is  inscribed  **  Isambardus  me 
fecit."  The  choir  ends  in  an  apse, 
and  there  is  one  in  each  transept. 
'*  The  dome  vaulting  in  circular 
courses  over  the  isles  is  exceedingly 
curious.'*  > 

11  Broglie. 

The  Church  is  an  ancient  and  sin- 
gular building :  along  its  W.  firont 
runs  a  row  of  interlacing  circular 
arches,  one  side  of  the  nave  rests  on 
very  massive  piers;  the  other  is 
modernised,  the  piers  pared  down, 
and  pointed  arches  substituted  for 
round  ones.  The  large  and  plain' 
Chateau  near  this  is  the  family  resi- 
dence of  the  Due  de  Broglie,  ex-' 
minister,  and  one  of  the  most  virtuous,, 
enlightened,  and  eminent  statesmen 
in  France. 

16  Monnai. 

14  Gace. 

22  Nonant. 

12  S^z  (^Inn  :  La  Come),  a  poor 
little  city  with  a  population  of  only 
5500,  owing  that  title  to  the  posses- 
sion of  a  Cathedral^  a  fine  edifice,  the 
remarkable  features  of  which  are,  the 
porch,  47  ft.  deep,  under  the  W.  front, 
flanked  by  2  spires ;  the  nave,  80  ft. 
high,  of  elegant  early  pointed  Gothic 
of  the  13th  century ;  the  windows 
are  double  lancet  and  very  elegant. 
The  choir  and  transepts  are  in  the 
decorated  style  of  the  end  of  the  14th 
century. 

A  cathedral  was  built  here  in 
1055,  but  no  part  of  it  exists  in  the 
present  one,  judging  from  the  style. 
The  town  was  burnt  down  in  11.50 
and  1353,  and  probably  the  cathedral 
also, 

21  Akngon  (R.  35). 


Normandy. 
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ROUTE  23. 

AOUXK    TO    CAKK   BY    BRIONKE,    OB  BY 
HOKFLBUB. 

a.  By  Brionne  128  kilom.  n79^  m. 
The  road    after    issuing    out    of 

Rouen  crosses  the  Seine,  and  runs 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  1.  bank, 
here  bordered  by  chalk  cliffs  (p.  52.), 
skirting  on  the  1.  the  forest  of  Rou- 
vrai,  to 

12  Grand  Couronne;  thence  by 
ISfoulineaux  (R.  12.)  and  near  the 
oastle  of  Robert  de  Diable  to 
Bouille  (p.  52.),  where  it  quits  the 
iSeine,  separating  from  the  branch 
to  Honfleur  which  turns  to  the  rt. 
(see  below). 

13  Bourgtheroude.  * 

About  2  m.  N.  of  the  road  and  the 
same  from  Brionne  are  the  rtdns  of 
the  Abbey  of  JBec,  now  of  little  im- 
portance or  interest,  but  famous  for 
having  given  two  successive  arch- 
bishops to  the  See  of  Canterbury, 
J^anfranc  and  Anselm.  It  has  been 
demolished,  except  a  tower  and  some 
uninteresting  conventual  buildings 
now  turned  into  a  milK 

18  Brionne.— /nn;  La  Poste,  once 
the  chateau  of  the  seigneur  of  the  place. 
Brionne  is  a  small  town  on  the  Rille. 
The  religious  council  which,  con- 
demned the  doctrines  of  Berengarius 
was  held  here,  in  the  presence  of  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror. 
.  11  March4  Neuf. 
•  14  VH^tellerie. 

14  Lisieux,  in  Route  25. 
17  Estrees. 

13  Moult. 

16  Cabn.  (p.  72.) 

Before  reaching  this  the  road  falls 
into  the  great  Route  25.  from  Paris 
to  Cherbourg,  and  is  fully  described 
under  that  head. 

b.  By  Honfleur  136  kilom.  »  84^ 
nu 

To  Caen  by  Pont  Audemer  and 
Honfleur,  a  dUigenee  runs  daily. 
12  Grand  Couronnew 

15  Bourgachard. 


At  5  minutefl  past  1  on  Saturday 
the  19th  September  1829,  the  tower  it 
the  parish  church  sank  down  in  a 
heap,  crushing  the  nave  and  covering 
part  of  the  churchyard.  Had  the 
accident  occurred  the  following  day, 
it  being  the  hour  of  mass,  the  whole 
congregation  must  have  been  anni* 
hilated.  There  was  a  curious  leaden 
font  in  this  church.  A  dreary  and 
barren  district  extends  from  this  place 
as  flir  as  the  pleasant  valley  of  the 
Rille,  one  of  the  loveliest  streams  in 
Normandy,  in  which  lies 

23  Pont  Audemer. — Inn :  Pot  d'E- 
tain ;  the  samlets  (saumoneaux)  of  the 
Rille  are  excellent.  Thin  is  a  prettily 
situated  town  of  4,526  inhabitants, 
famed  for  its  tanneries,  of  which  it  con- 
tains 40;  besides  which  some  cotton  X8 
woven  here,  its  industry  being  greatly 
promoted  by  the  Rille,  which  passes 
through  it  in  small  streams.  It  once 
had  a  castle,  in  besi^ng  which,  in 
the  early  part  of  the  14th  century, 
cannon  were  first  used  in  'France : 
it  was  razed  by  Du  Guesclin.  The 
churches  of  Notre  Dame  des  Pr^s, 
now  a  tan-house,  and  of  St  Germain, 
in  the  suburb,  may  furnish  some 
points  of  interest  to  the  antiquarian 
architect. 

The  Terrace  of  the  ch&teau  de  Bon-* 
nebon  presents  a  pleasant  view. 

There  ought  to  be  a  direct  road 
from  Pont  Audemer  to  Pont  PEveque, 
avoiding  the  detour  by  Honfleur. 

In  the  latter  part  of  this  stage,  at 
f^quefleur,  we  obtain  a  fine  view  over 
the  embouchure  of  the  Seine. 

23  Honfleur  {hint :  Cheval  Blanc, 
dear  and  dirty;  La  Poste: — ^neither 
good.  Honfleur  is  famed  for  melons. ) 

A  seaport  town  of  1(^000  inhabit- 
ants at  the  mouth  of  the  Seine,  here 
7  m.  broad,  on  its  S.  bank  opposite 
to  Havre,  and  communicating  with 
that  port  daily  by  steam-boats.  The 
town  is  dull  and  utterly  without  in- 
terest to  the  traveller,  and  moreover 
very  dirty,  but  its  situation,  backed  by 
wooded  heights,  is  very  pleasing.  Its 
commerce^  once  considerable,  has  been 
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ruined  by  the  rise  of  Havre.  Its 
harbour*  protected  by  a^stone  pier  not 
yet  finished,  is  accessible  only  at  high 
water,  and  is  principally  resorted  to 
by  fishing  vessels,  though  some  timber 
ships  unload  here.  7000  dozens  oi 
^gs  are  exported  weekly  to  England, 
besides  butter  and  fruit  The  chapel 
of  N&tre  Dame  de  Grace  on  the  hill 
above  the  town  to  the  W.,  much 
resorted  to  by  sailors  and  filled  with 
their  ^  ez-votos,  is  in  a  charming 
situation  fi^r  the  view  over  the  Seine. 
It  was  formerly  not  imcommon  for 
^  crews  of  vessels  which  had  escaped 
imminent  danger  at  sea  to  make  a 
pilgrimage  hither  in  their  shirts^ 
biarefooted  and  bareheaded.  The 
Steamer  from  Havre  to  Eoueii  calls 
off  the  port  in  going  and  retuminff. 
(R.  12.)  * 

The  Steamers  ply  daily  to  Havre 
and  back,  starting  according  to  the 
tide :  the  passage  takes  Up  f  of  an 
hour.  DiUgeneea  daily  to  Caen  Mid 
Houen. 

.  After  the  long  and  stately  avenue 
of  trees  leading  out  of  Honfleur,  the 
way  to  Caen  possesses  no  great  in- 
terest ;  yet  orchards  and  hedges  give 
an  English  cast  to, the'scenery.  ;;„The 
head-dress  of  the  women,  a  night  ci^ 
twisted' like  a  Phrygian  bonnet»  isiby 
no  means  ^egant. 

17  Pont  r  Eveque,  a  town  on  the 
Touques.  Tnmvilleonthe  sea,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  .Touques,  ia  a  small 
bathing  place  much  frequented  of 
late  years. 

Here  the  road,  to  lisieux  (Boute 
25.)  and  Falaise  branches  S. 
.  18  QqjuiII^     We  here  cross  the 
Pives^  from  whose  mouth  the  Con* 
queror  set  sail  for  England. 

12  Troarn. 

16  Cabk,  in  Houte  25. 


ROUTE  24. 


HAVKE  TO  CAXK. 


SteamboaU  pass  daily  to  and  frt)^ 
starting  as  soon  as  the  height  of  the 
tide  allows  them. 

The  voyage,  which  takes  up  about 
4  hours,  2  of  them  on  the  open  sefl, 
is  very  pleasant,  skirting  along  the 
coast  of  Lower  Normandy  as  fer 
as  the  mouth  of  the  Ome,  which  the 
vessel  enters  with  difficulty  on  ac- 
count of  the  sands  and  rocks,  and 
then  threads  its  sinuous  channel  be- 
tween low  banks,  but  the  landscape  is 
enlivened  by  several  ancient  churches; 
A  canal  is  in  progress,  by  which  some 
of  the  windings  of  the  Orne  will  be 
avoided,  and  the  distance  from  the  sea 
to  Caen,  10  m.,  abridged.  If  the 
vessel,  owing  to  tempestuous  weather, 
should  miss  the  tide  to  cross  the  bar, 
it  must  wait  outside,  and  lie  off  the 
mouth  for  10  or  12  hours  for  the  next 
tide ;  but  this  rarely  happens. 

^  *' At  length  the  city  of  Caen  extendi 
itself  terminated  at  each  extremity  by 
the  venerable  abbeys  of  William  the 
Conqueror,  and  Mathilda  his  queen  ; 
the  latter,  surmounted  by  3  tower^  is 
nearest  at  hand.  There  are  no  tracer 
of  workshops  and  manufactories,  or 
of  their  pollution ;  but  the  churches^ 
ivith  their  towers  and  spires,  rise 
above  the  houses  in  bold  architectural 
masses,  and  the  city  assumes  a  cha^ 
racter  of  quiet  monastic  opule^ice 
comforting  the  eye  and  the  mind.*' 
—  Falgrave, 

Abreast  of  the  town,  the  river  is 
lined  with  sumptuous  quays  of  splid 
masonry,alongside  of  which  the  vessel 
is  moored  .' 

Caek.     Route  25. 

ROUTE  25. 

PARIS    TO    CAEN    AND    CHEaBOUttO,   BT 
ZVBEUX  ANn  LISIEUX. 

To  Caen  223  jcilom.  a  1 S8  Eng.  Ok 
Caen  to  Cherbourg  118  lubn^e 
72J  Eng.  ro.  ^ 
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MaBepQtU  in  15  )ioun  to  Caen, 
and  234  bours  from  Paris  to  Cher- 
tpOui^.     DUigtnceM  daily. 

From  Pari9  to 

70  iBonni^s  is  described  in  Route 
9.  A  little  beyond  this  we  quit  the 
i^ute  to  Kou^,  turning  to  the  1.  out 
of  the  TaUey  of  the  Seine,  up  a 
irooded  combe  to  an  elevated  and  fer- 
tile but  monotonous  country. 

16  Pacy  sur  £ure,  10  m.  S.  of 
tihis  is  Ivry,  where  Henri  IV.  gained 
a  momentous  yiotory  over  the  Duo  de 
Mayenne  and  the  army  of  the  League 
1590  (seep.  114.) 

At  Cochexel,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Eure  4  m.  below  (N".  of)  Pacy,  Du- 
guesbliiit  in  1364,  defeated  the  forces 
of  the  King  of  Navarre^  Charles  le 
Mauvus. 

18  Evmux'^i^Iwui  H.  du  Grand 
Cerf,  tolerable  —  de  France,  (^posite 
Ibe  Cathedral),  chef  lieu^  the  depart- 
ment  of  the  Bure,  has  10^287  inha^ 
bitants,  and  is  prettily  situated  in  a 
bpwlHBhaped.  valley  shut  in  on  N.  and 
&  by  hills,  and  watered  by  the  Xtot»» 
an.  affluent^of  the  Seine^  divided  into 
several  branches.  It  has  a  considef- 
«ble  ^hare  in  the  cotton  manufacture, 
he^e  carried  on  by  the  hand-loom 
more  than  the  steam-engine.  Its 
chief  edifice  is 

Tim  Cathedral,  presenting  to  the 
W.  an  incongruous. A'ont,  of  Italian 
arebiteeture^  flai^^ed  by  two  tpw^rcf, 
and  surmounted  in  the  Centre  of  the 
cvQss  by  a  lofti^  totver  and  florid 
spire,  erected  by  the  Cardinal  de  la> 
Balue,  favourite  of  Louis  XI,  .  The 
nave  is  in  the  Norman  styk^  probably 
o^our  Hemry  the  First's  time,  since  he 
burnt  the  town,  with  the  permission 
of  the  bishop,  on  condition  of  rebmld- 
ing  the  churdieB.  The  rest  is  pointed, 
asid  for  the  most  part  more  modem 
than  jtbe  reign  ^  Philippe  Auguste, 
who  again  burnt  the  town  to  revenge 
himself  on  the  treachery  of  Jean  Sans 
Tarr%,  in  making  it  overto  him  during* 
King  Richard's  captivity,  but  on  Rich-^ 
ard*8  uneicpected  return  not  only  with* 
boldiiig  it,  but  murdering  the  Francb 


gamson  plaeed  in  the  oaatle.  TIm 
choir,  supported  on  clustered  ecrfumns 
with  glased  trilbrium  (13th  centilfy)» 
is  very  lofty  and  light.  The  N.  tiaiv> 
sept  is  still  more  reoent,  and  the  poiu* 
tal  leading  into  it,  in  the  Ihmrtwjwrt 
Gothie,  elaborately  ornamented,  is 
deservedly  admired,  in  spite  of  the 
injuries  and  loss  oif  its  statues  in- 
flicted by  the  Revolutionists.  Tbfl 
beautiful  rose  window  in  the  S.  tna* 
teptf  and  the  wooden  soreeiM  to  the 
side  chapels  round  the  choir^  sbowinft 
the  flamboyant  Gothoc  style  mo«Kfl«d 
by  the  revivii^  Italian,  also  merit 
notice.  St.  Taiirin,  the  first  bishop 
of  £vreux,  was  wont  to  engage  in  per* 
sonal  eontasls  with  the  evil  one ;  b« 
even  took  the  devil  by  the  hems^  and 
in  proof  of  his  victory,  one  of  the  ae* 
tual  horns  wrested  off  in  the  stniggi* 
was  preserved  here  before  the  RtNohm 
lion. 

At  the  opposite  end  of  the  town  It 
the  Chmyh  of  Stjnntri9h  attached  to 
the  seminaire;  it  is  small,  and  t^ 
semblea  the  cathedral  in  the  taiteus 
styles  it  displays^  having  shared  like 
it  the  fiirlune  of  irar  and  eonflagratWn* 
The  outer  wall  of  the  Sb  transept  la 
ornamented  with  an  arcade  of  semi* 
chrcular  arches,  the  pands  of  which 
are  prettily  diapered  with  a  pattern 
formied  of  red  tiles  let  into  the  m^ 
sonry.  Tim  is  supposed  to  be  a  i«lia 
of  the  ehureh  built  1CS6  by  Ricbaitt 
I  J.  dvke  of  NomUndy* 

The    greatest   curiosity    of  this; 
church  is  the  Cha0m  fl^  J^uiiu  of  St» 
Ta^n,  'which  onoe  continued   his 
relies,  preaelrved  in.  the  saenaty.    It' 
is  a  wooden  box,  shaped  like  a'Gotbio  • 
chapd»  coveted  with  phktes  of  copper, 
or  silvet  gilt,  enchased  with  A  diapmd 
patted  and  set  round  wtlh  baa-teUefiu 
and  siaiU  atatnetieB  of  Mshopft  aad 
saints.    The  architectural  detioiatioBS 
are  rich  and  in  good  taste:    sueb 
shrines  ai^  now  viary  rare./   th»  pre* 
cious  stones  which  onee  omanlenteA 
it  have  been  stolen  or  lest 

The  streeU  of   Kvreuz  ptteserve' 
many  antique  tntobeiwframed  houses 
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and  it  possefltes  a  Beffiroi  called  Tour 
d'Horloffe,  built  in  the  15th  century. 
'  The  title  of  the  premier  English 
ViMount,  Devereuz  Earl  of  Hereford, 
ift  derived  from  this  town :  the  &mily 
traces  its  descent  from  Normandy. 
•  The  CMtteau  of  Navarre^  about  a 
mile  out  of  the  town,  is  a  common- 
place mansion  of  the  17th  century, 
built  from  designs  of  Mansard  by  the 
Doc  de  Bouillon,  who  exchanged 
(1652)  his  principality  of  Sedan  with 
Louis  XIV.  for  the  comt^  d'Evreux; 
but  it  occupies  the  site  and  takes  the 
name  of  a  castle  built  1 532  by  Jeanne 
of  Navarre^  mother  of  Charles,  called 
the  Bad,  who  was  bom  here.  Charles 
£dward,  the  young  pretender,  resided 
liere  Ibr  some  time  while  planning  the 
expedition  of  1745.  It  was  given  by 
Niqioleon  to  Josephine.  It  is  not 
BOW  kept  up. 

Coaches  go  hence  to  Chartres  and 
Rouen  (Route  50.)  daily. 

The  next  post  station  to  Evreux  is 
ealled 

.  18  La  Commanderie,  from  a  castle 
and  church  of  the  Kmghts  Templars, 
of  which  the  ruins  and  some  tombs  of 
members  of  the  order  remain.  It  lies 
very  high. 

17  La  Riviere  Thibouville.  A 
little  to  the  N.  is  Hancourt,  cradle  of 
one  of  the  noble  houses  of  England, 
who  trace  their  descent  from  a  baron 
of  the  name  who  fell  beside  William 
the  Norman  at  Hastings.  There 
are'teanty  remains  of  a  castle. 
.  10  Maaxsh^  Neu£ 
.  14  L*H6tellerie.  The  upland  dis- 
trict  traversed  by  the  road  forms  part 
of  the  Pays  de  Xtetirm;  celebrated  for 
its  fertility  and  excellent  cultivation. 

14  LiHtux,  {Inni .'  H.de  France; 
—  la  Belle  l^ontaiQe.)  A  thriving 
mamifiujturing  town  (11,473  inhab.), 
prettily  situated  at  the  confluence  of 
the  Touqueswith  the  Orbeo.  About 
5,500  persons  are  «mploy«d  in  and 
arotmd  the  town  in  weaving  coarse 
woollens,  flannels,  horse  cloths,  &c. 
Jia  main  street  exhibits  specimens  of 
an<a.ent  domestic  architecture,  timber- 


framed  houses  and   pointed   gables, 
well  suited  to  the  artist's  pencil. 

The  Church  of  St,  Fitter  (formerly 
cathedral)  faces  an  open  square  with 
its  W.  front  flanked  by  2  towers.  It 
is  in  the  early  pointed  style  of  the 
13th  century,  with  lancet  windows^ 
holding  a  place  between  the  Norman 
and  the  lancet  Gothic  of  England* 
A  preceding  edifice,  built  1143-82 
(when  the  pointed  style  had  scarcely 
begun  to  appear  in  this  part  of 
France)  was  burnt  down,  1226.  Nor- 
man arches  occur  in  the  S.W.  tower 
only ;  the  outside  of  the  S.  transept 
is  a  fine  example  of  the  pointed 
style. 

The  Ltidtf  Chapel  was  founded,  in 
the  1 5th  century,  by  Pierre  Cauchon^ 
bishop  of  Lisieux,  and  president  of  the 
unjust  tribunal  which  condemned  Joan 
of  Arc,  in  expiation  of  **  his  false 
judgment  of  an  innocent  woman,** 
as  be  expressly  states  in  the  deed  of 
endowment.  (See  p.  42.) 

Henry  II.  was  married  to  Eleanor 
of    Guienne,   the   divorced   wife    of- 
Louis  le  Jeune,  1 1 52,  in  the  cathedral 
of  Lisieux. 

Lisieux  was  the  capital  of  the 
Lexovii,  a  Gallic  tribe  mentioned  by 
Caesar,  and  ruins  of  the  ancient  town 
{Noviomaffus,  L.),  have  been  dis- 
covered at  a  short  distance  from  the 
present  one.  Thomas  a  Becket  re^ 
tired  hither  1169,  during  his  exile 
from  England. 

17  Estr^es.  The  road  from  Lisieut* 
to  Caen  is  almost  totally  destitute  of 
interest. 

13  Moult. 

1 6  Caen. — /««#  .•  Hotel  de  France ; 
bdst,  and  very  comfcHtable :  —  charges, 
table  d'hote,  3  fr!;  bed,  2  fr. ;  servants,- 
1  fir.  10  sous  per  diem  :  —  Hotel 
d*Angleterre ;  reasonable  and  also  very  ■ 
good ; — ^ Hotel  du  Palais  Royal;  not 
very  clean,  but  moderate. 

Caen,  chief  town   of  the  depart-- 
ment   of  Calvados  (so  named  from 
a  long  reef  of  rocks   on  its  coast), 
is  situated  on  the  Ome  10  m.  from  ^ 
its  mouth,    and  has    41,876   inha* 
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Intuits.  A  smaller  stream,  tbe  Odon, 
passes  through  the  town  and  around 
the  line  of  its  old  ramparts,  to  which 
it  served  as  a  fosse,  before  it  joins  the 
One,  turning  on  its  way  several  mills. 
Notwithstanding  theanttquity  of  Caen, 
its  wider  streets,  the  large  central 
square,  in  which  stands  the  statue  of 
Louis  XIV.  and  its  houses  of  white 
stone,  give  it  a  more  cheerful  air  than 
Rouen,  though  less  enlivened  by 
passing  crowds.  The  tall  white  Nor- 
man head-dress  of  the  women,  orna- 
mented with  lappets  behind  and  some- 
times with  lace,  is  striking  and  quaint 
to  a  stranger's  eye. 

To  the  traveUer  Caen  recommends 
itself  by  its  numerous  specimens  of 
ancient  architecture,  to  the  permanent 
resident  by  the  salubrity  of  its  site, 
and  the  cheapness  of  house  rent  and 
provisions,  which  have  caused  our 
countrymen  to  settle  themselves  down 
here  in  a  colony  some  thousand  strong. 

Near  the  centre  of  the  town,  on  one 
side  of  a  small  market-place  full  of 
bustle  and  quaint  costumes  and  cha- 
racter in  the  early  part  of  the  day, 
rises  the  Ckwvh  of  Si,  Pierre,  sur- 
mounted by  one  of  the  most  graceful 
toiwers  and  spires,  in  the  complete 
Gothic  style,  which  Normandy  can 
produce ;  the  middle  story  formed  of 
tdl  lancet  windows  framed  within  reed- 
ed mouldings,  is  a  model  of  strength 
aad  lightness ;  it  is  surmounted  by  a 
afdre  of  stone,  partly  pierced  au  jour. 
It  was  built  1306,  and  is  242  (t.  high. 
The  nave  was  constructed  probably 
about  ^e  same  time,  the  choir,  more 
richly  ornamented,  rather  later,  while 
its  Toof  and  the  chapels  round  the 
choir  were  added  in  the  16th  century 
(1531).  The  rich  groining  of  the 
roof  if  the  choir  is  surpassed  in  the 
dhapeh,  where  it  assumes  the  form  of 
pendant  fringes,  ^ving  the  roof  a  cel- 
lular character,  while  open  rings  are 
svbstituted  for  key-stones.  The  side 
walla  of  these  chapels  are  pierced  with 
arches  and  set  with  statues.  Some  of 
tbe  capitals  of  the  columns  in  the 
nave  exhibit  ludicrous  carvings,  such 
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as  Aristotle  bridled  and  ridden  by  the 
mistress  of  Alexander,  and  Lancelot 
crossing  the  sea  on  his  sword,  from 
the  old  romances.  The  exterior  of 
the  £.  end,  well  seen  from  the  banks 
of  the  river,  is  as  much  Italian  as 
Gothic,  so  entirely  are  forms  and 
styles  jumbled  together. 

Caen  possesses  two  very  remarkable 
monuments  of  the  piety  of  William 
the  Conqueror  and  his  queen,  in  the 
churches  of  the  Abbayes,  Aux  Hom- 
mes and  Aux  Dames :  both  founded 
1066,  and  valuable  in  an  architectural 
point  of  view,  because  their  date  is 
undoubted. 

The  Chtarch  of  St.  EHenne,  or  of  the 
Ahbaye  aux  Hommes,  destined  by  the 
Conqueror  as  a  resting-place  for  his 
own  remains,  was  finished  and  dedU 
cated  by  him  in  his  lifetime,  1077» 
under  archbishop  Lanfranc,  who  was 
the  first  abbot.  The  W.  front  is  so 
perfectly  and  severely  plain  that  it  will 
probably  disappoint  expectations;  it 
is  surmounted  by  2  stately  towers 
and  spires  of  later  date  (1200)  which, 
with  the  choir,  were  rebuilt  or  added 
to  tbe  original  edifice,  long  af%er  the 
time  of  WUliam.  The  interior  of  the 
nave,  however,  exhibits  the  rigid  seve*' 
rity,  and  massy  strength,  with  the- 
grandeur  of  proportion,  of  the  Nor* 
man  Romanesque  style.  The  church 
is  371  ft.  long  and  98  ft.  high.  Tlie 
lower  row  of  arches  supports  a  gal- 
lery, having  arches  of  nearly  the 
equal  span,  and  ]  of  the  height  of 
those  below,  an  arrangement  resem- 
bling the  arcades  of  the  Roman 
Coliseum.  These  upper  arches  ori-' 
ginally  opened  into  the  aisles,  the 
vaulting  below  them  being  of  posterior 
date.  The  derestory  windows  consist 
of  a  tall  and  short  arch  placed  alter- 
nately on  one  side  or  the  other  to 
meet  the  curve  of  the  vault.  The 
choir  ending  in  an  apse,  and  sur- 
rounded by  apsidal  chapels,  is  in  the 
pointed  Gothic  style,  answering  to  the 
early  English  of  the*  12th  century 
(some  say  1316—44).  A  plain  grey 
marble  slab  in  the  pavement,  before 
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tbe  high  altar,  marks  the  gravt  of 
WUliam  the  Conqueror^  the  founder  of 
tbe  church,  but  it  has  been  long  since 
empty.;  it  was  broken  open,  the 
costly  monument  erected  over  it  by 
William  Kufus  destroyed,  and  the 
bones  scattered  by  the  Huguenots^ 
1562,  and  lost,  without  record,  except 
one  thigh  bone,  which  was  re-iaterred. 
The  Revolutionists  of  1793  again 
violated  tlie  grave,  and  this  also  dis* 
appeared. 

The  funeral  of  the  conqueror^  un- 
dertaken by  the  charity  of  a  simple 
knight^  as  already  detailed  (p.  41), 
was  singularly  interrupted,  even  with- 
in the  precincts  of  the  church,  and 
before  the  service  for  the  dead  was 
concluded,  by  a  cry  from  one  of  the 
bystanders,  a  man  of  low  degree^ 
who  claimed  the  site  of  tbe  grave, 
saying,  that  it  occupied  the  place  of 
bis  Other's  house,  who  had  been  ille- 
gidly  ejected  from  it,  in  order  to 
build  the  church,  and  he  demanded 
tlie  restitution  of  his  property.  This 
claim,  thus  boldly  made,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  dead  monarch's  son  Henry, 
ijie  chief  mourner,  being  backed  by 
the  assent  of  the  towns»people,  who 
s^ood  by,  was  not  to  be  denied  or  re* 
jected,  and  the  bishop  was  obliged 
to  pf^  down  on  the  spot  60  sous  £}r 
a  place  of  sepulture  for  the  royal 
corpse.  Even  then,  it  is  related,  that' 
ti^  the  coffin  was  b^g  lowered  into 
the  grave,  it  struck  against  s<Hne 
obstacle,  fell  and  was  Brokoi  into 
p.ieces,so  that  the  corpse,  ejected  from 
its  tenement,  diifused  so  horrid  a 
Ejtenph  through  the  church,  .that  the 
rite»5  wer&  hurried  to  a  close,  and 
the  assembled  priests  and  laity  dis- 
I^rsed.     .  .  ^ 

^  The  exterior-  of  this  church  sur» 
mounted  by  its  2  W.  towers,  its  cen- 
tral octagox\^  tower>  and  2  lairrets 
on  the  £.  has  a-  pe(^iarly  striking 
e^ect  from  a  distance  and  reminds 
one  of  the  arrangem^[its  of  some  of 
those  on  the  Rhine. 

The  adjoining  conventual  buildings 
(date  1726)  have  beevcqnyertklx  since 


1600,  into  a  Cdkge^  numbering  ndc 
quite  300  students. 

At  the  opposite  end  of  tbe  town  » 
the  Abbaye  omx  Damet^  or.  chunsh  of 
la  SHe,  2Vtnt/^,  founded  1066,  andcon^ 
secrated  tbe  same  year,  thcmgh  pro-, 
bably    unfinished,    by  Queen    Ma*>' 
thilda    the    conquer^s  wife,     and* 
destined  by  bcr  lor  a:  mmnery  of 
noble  ladies.     The  conTehtual  build* 
ings  attached  to  the  church  are  quita 
modern   (1726),   and  jof'  converted 
into  an  ffo^ntal,  in  whi«U  AQtmstetat 
of  the  ordte  of  St.  Augusttn^,  per- 
form the  duties  of  nurses  of  tbe  riok  ; 
the  choir  of  the  church  is  railed  «oflr 
for  their  use.     The  churchy  in  the 
lighter  and  more  ornate  chanuKer  ef 
its  architecture,  displays  so  broad  :s 
contrast  to  the  masculine  plnnness'of 
Sf ,  Etienne  that  it  would  scarcely  be. 
supposed  that  tiiey  had  been  bodb  in 
progress  at  the  same  tine.    With  the 
exoeptiott  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
W,  Ufw&eSf  however,  this  ec^liiee  is  a 
perfect  wad  unaltered  specimen    of 
pure     Norman    Romanesque;    the- 
choir  ending  in  an   apsis  being  of- 
the  same  age.  And  style -as  thenore. 
**  The  piers  axe  lighter,  the  togaged- 
pillars  project  mOre  ihan  in  St.  Eti- 
enne, the  embattled  fret  here  rwMC 
round  the  main  artises,  and- instead, 
of  a  lofty  trilbrium  th^  walls  above  i 
them  are  threaded  by  a  gallery  sup^^ 
ported   by  mispvc^oiftiooed   pillars^-, 
exhibiting  grotesque  figures   among- 
the  foliage  of  their  capitals. '    The 
arches  under  thecealnil  tower  are  xe<' 
markaUy  bold> .  and  their  ac^ivoltt : 
are  chased  with  the  Norman  lozenge.*?  - 
(Sir  F.  P.)     The'  >one>  ot>eniAgMnti»^ 
the  nave  ifi  obtuisely  pofAted,  buta^ 
parentiy  of  the  aaiAe  diite.    •  Thfl^ 
choir,€tiding  ina  semioirelefif  douUe^ 
Bxohes,  one-  tier  over  the  Otisei^^  en^*  * 
closes  in  the  eentre  the  firagmenti  o^, 
the  >  blacV  marble  gravtatme  oi  -the- 
foundress,  broken  in  pveeea  by  tbe" 
Calvinkts  wtio  dispersed  her  relnams^ . 
whicbj-  however,  were  collected  soriM". 
years  efter.     Underneath  is  H  erypt 
resting  on  34  closely  set  pilltfnt.   • 
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.  For  the  ttudsnt  of  ineient  arehitc^ 
titrethe  foUowiagciHiTelMs  Temamalso 
tobevisited.  NotfavlTOiDSt.£*ientte 
is  St.  NiekdoB,  uiotlier  Norman 
dmnsb,  ootval  with  the  two  abbeys, 
baviag'  been  bnilc,  ezcepf  tbe  tower 
and  ttte  pointed  vottUing  of  the  iw? e, 
between  1066  and  8a;  it  is  now  a 
Btthba  belonging  to  the  Remonte  de 
Cavallerie.  it  is  vnaltered,  very 
pbnn  in  style,  and  ends  in  an  apta 

St.  EttMnne  le  VimI,  though  dese- 
dated  and  in  ruins,  is  a  fiaespeeimen 
of  pointed  G^hie ;  on  tkie  wall  of  the 
choir  is  a  mutikted  equestrian  statue 
add  to  be  Wilttam  I. 
:  St^JeanhaA  9  -uaequdi  and  un4i- 
Bsshad  toworsifi  the  style  of  that  of 
Si.  Pierre,  but  inferior  to  it,  in  lato 
pointed  style. 

St,  Mehael  in  the  suburb  of  Vau- 
oelles  (Vauxball?)  displays  some 
eonons  sirehiteotuNil  features ;  in  the 
Norman  tower  4fae  vefy  }ong  but 
narrow  and  round-headed  windows 
deserve  notice.  The  fringed  portal 
10  Buxaounted  by  a  gable  filled  with^ 
elegant  flamboyant  tr^oery,  in  the 
styte  of  the  15th  or  i6th  oentnry. 
.  Within  the  pteeiaots  of  the' Abbaye 
BOX.  Hommes  are  -several  retkiains  of 
aneient  eonventuailNiildingB }  one  of 
tbese^uflFW  turned  into  a>niagafline 
and'JBtiible  Ibr  solcKers  of  4he  garrison^ 
isa  large* bnldiug -of  9 stories,  mueb 
ttratiiated^  pieicedwitb-  pointed 'win- 
dows ;  it- dates  ftoas  the  end  of  the 
idth  or  early  in  tbe  14th  century, 
'^  l^Hdtd-DUu vsastUlKilder eivii 
odifiee^built  in  tbMtign  at  Henry  II.  $ 
it^is'A.  long  add  ugly  Widing  tertni-' 
nAtingitf-agablettt'^her  end,  sup^ 
ported,  by -batfrewte,  but  it  ineludes 
a  fine  bali  of'ktfge>ske»  supportod 
'mi'«wo;iow«  olocAuaMto  with' pointed 
nudtkig^n  th6  styii  «f  tho  13th  oen^ 
tory>-     .'-' 

c  -Thtfm  an  nMuiy  irid  housefly  witli 
oorioasly  •omaiiiented<»  fronts'  of  -thi 
iMi  «nd  16th-oeatunes^  an  the  Rue 
St  IHerre  (No.  52.  18.  ao.  54»  94. 
kc  X  but  they-are  fesf  disappearing. 
•   The  Htel>d6  Voloia»  Fleoe  St. 


Pierre,  now  the  Bourtet  is  of  Italian 
arohitecture. 

The  Ckutie^  surmoundng  tbe  height 
to  the  W.  of  St  Pierre,  built  by 
William  tbe  Conqueror  and  his  son* 
Henry —  held  for  a  long  period  by 
tbe  English,  but  finally  taken  from 
them  by  the  brave  Dunois,  who  com- 
pelled the  Duke  of  Somerset  with  it 
garrison  of  4000  men  to  surrender,- 
1459  —  has  now  the  aspect  of  af 
modem  fortress  bastioned  and  coun- 
terscarped,  but  having  been  dismant'f 
led  by  a  decree  of  the  Convention,  it 
is  at  present  reduced  to  a  barrack.' 
The  only  Norman  -portion  subsisting 
is  the  small  Chapel  of  St,  Georffe, 
whose  nave  is  probaUy  of  the  11th 
century,though  the  earliest  mention  of 
it  is  in  1181  ;  while  the  chancel,  se« 
parated  from  it  by  a  bold.asch,  is  of 
the  15th  century ;  it  is  used  as  M 
store  house.  The  castle  fuxU  is  still 
preserved,  and  is  Norman  in  style. 
From  the  ramparts  there  is  a  good' 
view  of  the  town. 

Inihe  Hotd<h  Ftlfe,  which  occupied 
with  its  Grecian  portico  one  side  of 
the  Place  Royale,  is  a  CoJieetion  of 
IkiiHtmfft,  « The  only  ones  worth  no- 
tice are  a  genuine  Peric^'no,  Marriagd 
of  the 'Virgin,  imitated  by  Raphael  in 
die  famous  Sposalisio ;  •— the  Passage 
of  the  Rhine,'Fan<fer  Meidan;^~''MeU 
ehizedeo  offering  bread  and  wine 
to  Abraham,  Btdfent; — the  Virgin 
with  3  Saints,  by  some  old 'master, 
ealled  AUferi  Dttnr, 

In  the  Cabinet  d'Hutoire^  Naiurdk 
is  %  eollection  of  the  fbssils  of  Nbru 
mandy,  including  Ictfayosaui^^  PIe« 
ribsaurus,  and  a  very  perfect  crocodile 
from  the  ndghbouring  quarries  of 
I'Allemagne.  The  collections  made 
inUie  South  Sea  by  Admiral  Dumont 
d'Urville  have  been  deposited  b^e. 
:  The  EnglUh  ehureh  tepfice  is  per* 
ibtmed  on  ^Sundays  at  I ,  in  the  French 
PMesiant  Temfie,  Rue  de  Geole. 

The  PoUe  aux  Lettres  is  in  the 
Ru4  de  I'Hdtel  de  Ville. 

Caen  is  well  provided  with  prome* 
formal  avenues  of  trees  r^— 
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the  chief  are  called  Grand  Court,  and 
Cours  Cafiurelli,  by  the  side  of  the 
Ome.  The  handsome  ipuiyt  border- 
ing the  Ome  and  Odon  near  their 
junction  form  pleasant  walks. 

The  womeu  of  the  lower  and  mid- 
dle classes  in  Caen,  and  throughout 
a  large  part  of  La  Basse  Normandie, 
are  finely  formed,  fully  grown,  and 
handsomer  than  in  most  other  parts 
of  France. 

The  principal  street,  in  which  are 
the  best  shops,  is  the  Rue  St.  Jean. 

Froissart  narrates  the  story  of  the 
capture  of  Caen  in  1346,  a  short 
while  before  the  battle  of  Crecy  by 
Edward  III.  and  the  Black  Prince, 
who  being  irritated  by  the  resistance 
of  the  citizens,  gave  it  up  to  plunder. 
It  was  then  "  large,  strong,  and  full 
of  drapery  and  all  other  sorts  of  mer- 
chandise, rich  citizens,  noble  dames, 
•damsels,  and  fine  churches."  '  The 
English  fleet  returned  home  laden 
with  its  spoils. 

Several  of  the  leaders  of  the  party 
of  the  Girondinsy  proscribed  by  the 
Jacobins  of  the  revolutionary^tribunal, 
and  driven  from  Paris  by  the  insur- 
rection of  May  31.  1793,  retired  to 
Caen  to  organise  a  revolt  against  the 
tyranny  of  the  Mountain,  but  were 
entirely  defeated  and  put  down  in  a 
battle  At  Vernon.  It  was  shortly 
after  this  event  that  Charlotte  Corday 
(a  native  of  St.  Saturnin  near  S^), 
actuated  by  the  spirit  of  resistance 
against  the  bloody  tyranny  of  the 
Terrorists,  which  prevailed  strongly 
at  Caen,  set  out  hence  to  Paris  to^as* 
sassinate  Marat. 

Among  the  illustrious  natives  of 
Caen,  the  learned  Huet,  Bishop  of 
Avranches,  bom  1613,  may  be  singled 
out ;  also  Clement  Marpt,  the  poet. 

Brummel,  the  Beau  par  excellence 
pf  the  court  of  George  IV.  when 
regent,  lived  many  years  at  Caen,  and 
ended  his  days  miserably  in  a  mad- 
house here. 

MalUpoite  daily  to  Parb  and  Cher- 
bourg. 
.  JDiUgences ;  to  Paris  morning  and 


evening  by  Lisieux  and  Evreux  (p. 
72.) ;  daily  to  Cherbourg  (  Rte.  26.) ; 
Dol  and  St.  Malo  (Rte.  27.) ;  to  St. 
LiO,  Coutanees,  and  Granville  (Rte. 
27  and  32. )  ;  to  Rennes  and  Nantes 
(  Rte.  31. )  ;*to  Havre  by  Harfleur  and 
Rouen  (Rte.  23.);  to  Tours  by  Fa- 
laiae  and  Alen9on. 

The  maHng  of  laee  is  said  to  oo 
cupy  20,000  women  and  children  in 
and  about  Caen.  The  streets  of  the 
suburbs  are  lined  with  fiunily  parties 
seated  round  their  cottage  doora^ 
merrily  twirling  their  bobbins.  They 
make  tulles,  brod^es,  and  blondes. 

With  this  exception  Caen  has  no 
daim  to  be  a  manufiieturing  town ; 
though  it  was  so»  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, until  the  R^ooation  of  the  Edict 
of  Nantes  banished  all  its  most  in- 
dustrious artisans. 

Environs, 

A  cabriolet  or  other  one-horse  oar* 
riage  may  be  hired  for  8  or  10  fr« 
the  day. 

The  student  of  ancient  architecture 
might  spend  mimy  days  profitaUy 
and  agreeably  in  visiting  the  ecelai* 
aastic^  and  pivil  monuments  which 
abound  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Caen. 
The  department  of  Calv&dos  is  par« 
ticularly  rich  in  monuments  of  arst^i* 
tecture ;  the  distinguished  arch^eolo* 
gist  of  Caen,  M-  de  Caumont,  exxum 
merates  nearly  70  specimens  of  the 
Norman  architecture  of  the  11th  and 
12th  centuries  existing  in  it. 

On  the  outskirts  of  Caen,  to  tb« 
E.  at  the  extremity  of  the  Rue  Basse 
St.  Gilles,  is  a  singular  castellated 
mansion  called  Aiup  Gent  d'jirme$t 
from  2  stone  figures  of  armed  men 
on  the  top.  Though  surrounded  by 
battlemented  walls  and  iurnished  with 
towers,  it  was  not  built  as  a  place  of 
defence,  but  as  a  maison  de  plaisanoe^ 
for  one  Gerard  de  NoUent,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  16th  century«  Its 
walls  are  fantastically  ornamented  ex^ 
temally  with,  medallion  heads  of  enx^ 
perors,  &c. 

There  is  a  very  beautiful  and  re* 
markable  ruin  near  Caen,  ^rst  de< 
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scribed  by  Pnf,  Jf%ew€Bj  ihe'Abhey 
(^Ardenne,  now  a  fiirm  yard.  It  has 
a  fine  gate  tower  with  a  round-headed 
gate  and  pointed  wicket,  large  stables, 
"a,  buttressed  bam  which  puts  to 
utter  shame  the  largest  of  our  edifices 
of  this  kind,**  and  a  beautiful  CAwrcA, 
closely  resembling  in  style  the  early 
English  of  our  i^beys  of  Bolton  and 
Newstead,  now  a  bein  or  hay  maga- 
sine.  Its  W.  front  is  especially  no- 
ticeable ;  it  has  a  rose  within  a  pointed 
window,  and  a  rich  porch  suppiHted 
**  on  detaehed  shafts.** 

To  the  N.  and  N.E.  of  Caen,  or 
between  the  town  and  the  sea,  He  the 
following  objects  of  interest. 

Tkann:  About  9  m.  N.W.  ofCaen. 
Here  is  a  true  Norman  church  scarcely 
altered  since  the  days  of  Henry  I. 
when  it  was  built,  excepting  the  loss  of 
its  S.  aisle.  It  is  a  good  deal  orna- 
mented. The  tower  is  capped  with 
a  hollow  pyramid  of  stone,  the  oldest 
eiuunple  of  the  nascent  spire  known. 

1  m.  fkrther  to  the  N.  is  the  inter- 
•Aing  Chdteem  ofFtmtaine  h  Henri,  a 
seat  of  the  finnily  d'Harcourt,  built 
in  the  first  SO  years  oi  the  16th  cen* 
tury,  partly  in  the  bastard  Gothic, 
corresponding  xodte  with  the  late 
Blizabeihan  of  England,  partly  in 
the  Italian  style,  resembling  the 
revived  classic  ardiitecture  of  Aud- 
ley  End-  and  Longleat.  It  is  a 
mansion  of  no  gt^tat  sise,  but  is  dis- 
tinguished'by  a  preposterously  lofty 
and  steeply  pitched  roof,  surmount- 
ing one  wing,  flanked  by  an  equally 
lofty  chimney.  The  most  profuse 
decoration  of  sculpture  is  lavished  on 
its  singttlariy  irregular  facade.  The 
emaments  of  the  windows,  the  pannel- 
Hng,  balustrades,  &c.,  are  not  inferior 
to  those  of'  the  Palais  de  Justice  at 
JEUmen,  which  thery  much  resemble. 
The  Churtk  of  the  village  is  Norman. 

Further  on,  12  m.  from  Caen,  on 
the  sea,  is  Corseulles,  a  small  bathing 
place  and  fishing  port  facing  the  ter^^ 
rible  rocks  of  Qilvados.  It  is  famed 
for  its  oysters.  Paris  reoeires  ftom. 
the  <<  pares  aux  huitres  **  here  -j^j^of  4tll 


that  it  consumes,  amounting  to  5§ 
million  dozen  annually.  They  are 
transported  by  light  and  fiut  car- 
riages. 

3  m.  £.  of  Fontaine  le  Henri  is 
the  pilgrimage  chapel  of  Ndtrt  Dama 
de  la  D&ivrande,  to  which  the  Nor- 
man sailors  and  peasants  have  resorted 
for  the  last  800  years.  A  very  toler- 
able road,  planted  at  intervals  with 
stations  and  crosses,  leads  thither  10 
m.  from  Caen.  It  has  been  thus  ad- 
mirably described  by  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave  :  —  **  The  traveller  will  not 
fhil  to  linger  on  the  little  hill  just 
beyond  the  first  crucifix.  Here  he 
enjoys  a  lovely  prospect.  The  hori- 
zon is  bounded  by  long  lines  of  grey' 
and  purple  hills,  nearer  are  fields  and 
pastures,  whilst  the  river  glitters  and 
winds  amidst  their  vivid  tints ;  nearer 
still  the  city  of  Caen  extends  itself 
(see  p.  70. ).  About  4  m.  farther  we 
reach  Cambres,  one  of  the  many 
seigneuries  which  belonged  to  the 
noble  fiimily  of  de  Mathan.  The  ch^ 
teau  escaped  spoliation  at  the  Revolu- 
tion. Tlie  Church  of  Annisy,  on  the 
1.  of  the  road,  is  only  remarkable  for 
its  herring-bone  masonry,  a  complete 
imitation  of  Roman  constructions,  by 
Norman  builders.  It  is  composed 
of  small  flagstones  of  the  size  and 
shape  of  tiles.  The  church  of  Douvre> 
the  next  village,  is  rather  a  picturesque 
building.  The  upper  story  of  the 
tower  has  2  pointed  windows  of  the 
earliest  date.  The  other  stories  of  the 
tower  and  the  W.  end  of  the  churcK 
are  Norman ;  the  E.  end  is  in  ruins.** 

The  Chapel  of  la  Delivrande,  is  a 
small  Norman  edifice.  The  statue 
Of  the  Virgin,  which  now  commands 
the  veneration  of  the  foithful,  was 
resuscitated  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I. 
fipom  the  ruins  of  a  previous  chapel 
destroyed  by  the  Northmen,  through 
the  agency  of  a  lamb  constantly  grub-' 
bing  up  the  earth  Over  the  spot  where 
it  lay.  Such  is  the  tenor  of  the 
legend.  The  reputation  of  the  imag^ 
for  performing  miracles,  especially  in 
behalf  of  sailors,  has  been  maintained 
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from  that  time  to  tbe  present,  although 
It  suffered  much  at  the  Revolution, 
^beu  pilgrimages  wvre  forbidden.  It 
was  visited  by  Louis  XI.  in  1471. 

From  an  emmence  near  this  6  or 
8  church  spires  may  be  discovered ; 
they  have  all  a  strong  family  likeness 
lo  that  of  St.  Pierre  in  Caen. 

Near  this,  on  the  coast,  is  L%tc  or 
JLueques,  another  small  watering*plaoe 
with  an  hotel  (de  la  Belle  Plage), 
^id  to  be  good. 

Thann,.  Fontaine  le  Henri,  and  La 
Delivrande,  may  be  all  visited  in  the 
^ourse  of  a  summer.day,  taking  one 
road  in  going,  the  other  in  returning ; 
^e  distance  to  and  fro  is  rather  more 
than  24  m.  There  is  some  sort  of 
public  conveyance  to  CorseuUes  in 
summer. 

.    The  church  of  lis,  i^boat  3  m.  S, 
of  Caen,  has  a  curious  early  pointed 
steeple ;  but  a  still  more  remarkable 
tower  and  spire  exists  at  Norrey,  on 
the  way  to  Bayeux  (Rte.  26.). 
.   The  quarries  of  Caen  stone,  so  abun- 
dantly used  in  England  during  the 
middle  ages,  and  of  which  the  White 
Tower,  old  London  bridge,    Henry 
yilth's     Chapel,     Winchester    and 
Canterbury  cathedrals,  besides  many 
pf  our  country  churches,  were  built, 
are    situated   within    the    circuit   of 
ij  m.   to    the  W.  and    &  of  Caen, 
near  Maladrerie,  on  the  road  to  Ba- 

*  '  

yeux,  and  at  Haute  AHemagne.  The 
rock  is  an  oolite,  equivalent  to  our 
Stonesfield  slate,  but  without  its  slaty 
^ructure;  it  is  extracted  from  suIm 
terraneous  quarries  through  vertical 
i^afcs,  in  blocks  8  or  9  ft.  long  and 
2  ft.  thick.  It  is  Btill  employed  in 
England ;  the  magnificent  new  tower 
fit  the  W.  end  of  Canterbury  Cathedral 
is  built  of  stone  brought  from  hence. 

A  visit  to  FaUdst  Castle,  the  birth* 
place  of  the  Conqueror,  will  occupy 
a  day ;  a  diligence  runs  thither  and 
f  ack  daily  (see  Rte.  29.). 

Another  antiquarian  and  architec- 
tural excursion  may  be  made  on  the 
fray  to  Bayeux,  to  Fresne  Camilly, 
Creuilly,  and  St.  Gabriel  (Rte.  39.). 


ROUTE  26. 

r      * 

CAKK  TO  CHBABOUltG  BY  BATEUX.  '  ' 

118  kilom.  n  73  £ng.  m. 

MaUepostB  daily  in  8  j^  hours. 

DUipences  daily,  going  round  by 
St.  Lo.  (R.32.) 

1  m.  beyond  Caen,  is  la  Maladre- 
rie, so  called  from  a  lazar  faonse 
founded  by  our  Henry  J  I.,  for  lepers 
of  the  town  of  Caen,  now  replaced  by 
a  huge  penitentiary  (Maison  Centrale 
de  Detention).  Near  this  may  be 
peroeiv€id  the  whims  or  wheels  by 
which  the  Caen  stone  (Rte.  S6:)  ht 
raised  out  of  the  quarries.  At  St. 
Germain  le  Blaneherbe,  the  direct 
but  not  post  road  to  St.  Lo  (  Rte.  92» ) 
branches  off  to  the  1. 

The  &cet  station  on  the  way  to 
Bayeux 

12  Bretteville,  is  called  TOrgu^* 
leuse,  though  erf*  what  it  basto  beprohd 
is  not  evident,  except  its.  handsome 
steeple.  This,  however,  is  entirely 
eclipsed  by  the  very  fine  open  belfry 
and  spire  of  Norrey,  seen  on  the  1* 
about  1  m.  off  the  r(md. 

This  beautiful  Chvrck,  which  has 
beesi  termed  a  miniature  cathedral,  is 
in  the  pure  and  simple  Gothio  style 
of  our  early  English,  and  of  the  most 
elegant  proportions,  with  an  enriched 
choir,  circular  apse  and  N.  pordi. 
"  All  the  mouldings  are  deep,  free 
and  repeated  so  as  to  give  the  greatest 
strength  of  line  to  all  its  parts. "  The 
tower  owes  it^  character  of  unequalled 
beauty  toth«4  'narrow  and  tall  lancet 
arches  which  occupy  the  N.  &ce  <>f 
its  belfry  story,  the  two  central  ones 
open  so  as  to  let  daylight  through. 

In  going  from  Caen  to  Bayeux,  a 
detour  may  be  made  to  visit  Fresne 
Camilly,  a  church  in  the  transition 
style,  round  arches  prevailing  in  the 
body  of  the  building,  with  indicatibns 
of  pointed  arches  in  a  pannelled  arcade 
on  the  exterior  of  the  N.  walL  At 
Creuilly,  the  Castie,  a  construction  of 
different  ages,  retains  among  more 
modem  additions  2  round  towers.     It 
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teloDiSBd  to  .Babett  of  Olouoester, 

natural  son  of  Hfenry  I.,  and  is  now 

«>n¥€rftedi&ioailweUuigwhouse.   The 

jj^urcfa  ia  genuine  Nonxian.     A.  litile 

-fEfftber  is  St,  Gabrid^  a  xoined  priory 

funded    by   Robert  x)f  Gloucester, 

'.1^128;.  the  choir  of  the  ofaufch  alone 

xmaSam,  and  is  a  very  remarkable  ex- 

ample  of  florid  Norman.     This  is  a 

'd£tour    which   will  repay  those   of 

antiquarian  taste. 

There  is  another  road  from  Brette- 

viUe  to  CreiliUy,  passing  by  Sacque- 

▼iUe  en  Besshi,  whose  ehurdi  isjcurions, 

.partly  pointed,  partly  round* 

'     On  the  direct  road  from  Caen  to 

3ayeux»  the  ooontry  is  not  very  in- 

itetesting ;  orehards  abound,  or  rather 

'the  cornfields  are  planted  .with,  raws 

of  apple  trees,  under  which  the  grain 

'  crop  ripens. 

■  16  BayeuJc  {Inn:  H.  du  Luxem- 
'bikxrg,  g«id),a  quiet  and  doll  eccle- 
siastical city,  with.miKh  the  air  of 
.some  cathedral  towns  in  England, 
was  anciently  capital  of  the  Bessin, 
.and  contains  lO,S03  inhalntants.  It  is 
rwashed  by  a  small  stream,  the  Aure, 
•which  enters  the  sea  at  5  m.  distance. 
It  consists  of  two  main  streets,  in- 
-dbdlng  some  ancient  specimens  of 
domestic  architecture,  running  up  a 
'^1  to  a  large  open  placet  lined  with 
Irees.  Its  only  curiosities  are  its 
.Taputry  zn.6.  lis 

.  Cathedral,  its  chief  ornament,  though 
disfigured  by  a  central  cupola  m  a 
.semi- Grecian  style,  llie  W.  front  is 
A  fine  elevation,  in  the  pointed  Gothic, 
sutnuninted  by  two  steeples  of  the 
12th  century,  in  ih%  towers  of  which 
pointed  .arcbes  alternate  witii  round. 
The  3  portkesy  which,  as  well  as  that  on 
the  S.  side,  deserve  attention  for  their 
hai^-reliefs  andomhmentalYoUage,are 
later  in  date  and  florid  in  styla 
'The  interior  is.  315  fr.  long,  and  81 
•high.  The  W.  edd  -.of  the  mtee  con- 
lists  of  florid  >  Norman  arches  and 
piers,  whose,  natural  heaviness  is  re^ 
lieved  %  the  beautifully  diapered 
fiattems' wrought  npon  the  wall,  pro- 
bably built  by   Henry  ,1.,  who  de- 


stroyed the  previously  existing  churtii 
by  fire,  1106.  Above  this  runs  a 
blank  trefoiled  arcade  in  the  place  of  a 
trilbrium,  surmounted  by  a  deiestorj 
of  early  pointed  windows  very  loftj 
and  narrow. 

The  arefaes  of  the  nave,  nearest  the 
cross  and  the  cAot'r,  ending  in  a  semi* 
-eircle,  exhilnt  a  more  advanced  state 
of  the  pointed  style ;  and  are  distin^ 
guished  by  the  remarkable  el^anoe  of 
tiieir  graceful  clustered  pillars.  They 
were  built  by  Bishop  Henry  de  Beau* 
mont,  an  Englishman,  1205.  Tb« 
.cireular  ornaments  in  the  spandrilft 
of  the  ffirches  aoe  very  pleasing  and  of 
fimciful  variety. ' 

The  sUdla  are  of  oak  well  carved; 
the  modem  screen  is  totally  at  ^a^ 
rianee  with  every  part  of  the  efaunb, 
except  the  cupola. 

:  The  chapels  in  the  side  aisles,  and 
the  exterior  of  the  £.  end,  should  not 
pass  unnoticed.  Under  the  choir  is 
a  crypf,  probably  the  only  part  remain- 
ing of  the  original  church,  built,  in 
1077,  by  Odo,  half  brother  of  the 
•Conqueror,  and  60  years  bishop  of 
•Bayeux.  It  is  supported  on  12  pillars 
with  rude  capitals,  and  contain^  some 
episcopal  tombs. 

The  student  of  architecture  may 
visit  with  profit  the  chapel  of  the 
former  S^inaire,  now  ifdte/-2>te«,  a 
simple  oblong  plain  groined  htd^ 
iigfated  by  double  lancet  windows, 
and  not  unlike  the  £.  end  of  the 
Temple  Church,  in  London ;  its  date 
is  1206.  Behind  the  altar  is  a  sin* 
gular  recess  beautifully  groined.  Also 
the  Httle  Norman  Chwrch  of  ^ 
Loup,  in  the-  outskirts  of  the  towh, 
on  the  way  to  St.  Lo. 

The  TapisBorie  de>  Bayeux  has 
lately  been  removed  from  the  H6tel 
de  VUle,  near  the  cathedral,  where  it 
used  to- be  kept, — to  be  unwound  by 
the  yard  from  a  roller  Hke  a  piece  of 
haberdashery,  and  subjected  to  thd 
fingers  as  wdl  as  eyes  of  the  curious,  ^i 
to  a  new  room  in  the  Putlic  Libraty^ 
where  it  is  more  carefully  preserved^ 
and  qu&e  as  coi^veoiently  exhibited, 
X  4 


80     Route  26.  —  Bayettx  —  Fcrmi^ny  —  Cbrentoit*     Sect.  L 


under  a  glass  case.  Many  persons 
will  look  up<Mi  it  merely  as  a  long 
strip  of  coarse  linen  cloth,  20  inches 
wide  and  214  ft.  long,  rudely  worked 
with  figures  worthy  of  a  girVs  sampler. 
It  is,  however,  a  curious  historical 
record  of  peculiar  interest  to  an  Eng- 
lishman, and  although  it  presents  such 
anomalies  as  horses  coloured  alter- 
nately blue  and  red,  there  is  much 
spirit  in  the  drawing.  It  is  ascribed, 
mth  much  probability,  to  the  needle 
of  Mathilda,  Queen  of  the  Conqueror, 
and  represents  the  Conquest  of  £ng* 
land,  and  the  events  which  led  to  it. 
It  was  preserred  in  the  cathedral 
until  the  Revolution,  being  hung 
round  the  nave  on  certain  days;  The 
earliest  record  of  it  is  in  an  inven- 
tory of  the  effects  of  the  church,  taken 
1476.  Its  series  of  rude  worsted 
pictures  represent  such  events  as 
JSdward  the  Confessor  designating 
William  as  his  heir ;  the  treachery  of 
Harold;  the  shipment  and  landing  of 
the  Norman  army  and  battle  of  Hast- 
ings ;  in  many  of  which  Odo,  Bishop 
of  Bayeux,  the  Conqueror's  half  bro- 
ther, is  a  prominent  figure.  The  de- 
sign has  evidently  been  to  represent 
Harold  as  an  usurper,  and  William  as 
the  rightful  heir  to  the  crown,  having 
other  eUuros  beside  that  of  conquest. 
The  Normans  are  drawn  with  shaven 
beads  and  chins,  in  armour  of  scales, 
helmets  protected  by  nose  pieces  in 
firon  t,and  shields  shaped  like  boys'kites, 
sometimes  bearing  devices  or  crests 
(supposed  to  be  of  later  invention) 
suspended  by  a  belt  round  the  neck. 
All  the  buildings  have  round  arches. 
At  the  bottom  runs  a  curious  border 
of  animals,  including  camels  and  ele- 
phants, said  to  represent  fables  from 
uEsop.  (?) 

The  tapestry  has  been  excellently 
engraved  for  the  London  Society  of 
Antiquaries,  by  the  late  Charles] Stod- 
tbard.  When  Napoleon  was  medi- 
tating the  invasion  of  England,  he 
caused  the  tapestry  to  be  transported 
from  town  to  town  and  exhibited,  on 
the  stage  of  the  playhouses,  between 


the  acts,  to  stimulate  the  speetators  to 
a  second  conquest  1 

Waee,  the  author  of  tiie  Roman  de 
Ron,  was  a  native  of  Bayeux,  and 
canbn  of  the  cathedral.  Aeoording 
to  it  Harold  actually  did  honu^e  to 
William  of  Normandy,  as  heir  of 
Edward  the  Confessor,  for  the  throne 
of  England. 

Tliere  are  good  Bathi,  at  the  side 
of  the  river,  and  near  them  a  pretty 
Nursery  Garden, 

Diligeneee  run  duly  to  Cherbourg 
and  St.  Lo,  Granville  and  St.  Malo. 

In  going  from  Bayeux  to  Cher- 
bourg, the  dUigeneee  make  a  detour 
of  9  leagues;  by  passing  through  St. 
Lo  (Rte.  32.),  the  maBepoite  takes 
the  direct  line,  as  follows,  passing 
La  2b«r  en  Beasin,  whose  little  cAareA 
has  a  chancel  in  a  style  resemUing 
the  best  English  decorated ;  the  nave 
is  Norman,  the  tower  and  spire  earlier 
than  the  chancel. 

15  Formigny.  Here  the  Engtish 
were  defeated  (1450),  in  an  engage- 
ment so  decisive  that  it  occasioned 
them  the  loss  of  Normandy,  which 
has  never  sinee  been  separated  from 
the  French  crown.  A  monument  on 
the  rt.  of  the  road  marks  the  battle- 
field, and  commemorates  the  victory. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  Sir 
Thomas  Kyriel,  who  commanded  the 
English,  an  old  soldier  of  Aginoourt, 
who  took  little  account  of  superior 
numbers  on  the  side  oS  the  Frenob^ 
attacked,  with  a  vastly  inferior  force, 
the  army  of  the  Comte  de  Clermont, 
and  while  thus  engaged  was  assaulted 
in  the  rear  by  a  seomid  army  under 
the  Constable  de  Richemont. 

15  Isigny  on  the  Aure  is  accessdble 
for  vessels  of  considerable  siie,  with 
the  tide.  Much  butter  is  exported 
hence  to  England  and  elsewhere. 

The  river  Vire,  forming  the  bound- 
ary between  the  departments  of  Cal- 
vados and  La  Manche,  is  crossed  about 
one-third  of  the  distance. 

10  Carentan.  —  Inn:  Hotel  de  la 
Place,  good ;  a  town  of  31 93  inhab.  in 
a  low  marshy  situation  surrounded  by 
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foidfieatioDs  no  longer  kept  up,  pot- 
sessing  an  old  Cattle,  which  beloi^ped  to 
the  kiqgs  of  Franoeb  and  was  besieged 
by  Edward  IIL.  1346>  and  a  hand- 
some Chwrchj  surmowited  by  a  spire ; 
it  ^is  Ntiorman,  with  pcunted  additions, 
the  K  end  in  the  style  of  the  14th 
century.  There  is  some  painted 
glass,  but  defective. 

At  Carentan*  we  enter  the  penin- 
sula of  the  Coientin,  so  called  from 
the  **  cotes/*  coasts,  which  border  it 
on  3  sides.  It  is  a  fertile  and  pleasing 
district,  cdlehrated  for  its  pastures,  on 
which  lai^  herds  are  fed,  every  whore 
enclosed  within  hedges,  and  abound- 
ing in  old  ruined  castles  and  ancient 
diur^es.  It  is  particularly  interest- 
ing to  Englishmen,  as  the  cradle  of 
some  of  the  oldest  and  most  noble 
English  femilies.  At  every  step  the 
traveller  will  oieounter  obscure  vil- 
lages and  haAlets,  whose  names  are 
femiliar  to  him  as  household  words, 
as  patronimics  of  great  houses  distin- 
guished in  French  and  English  annals, 
most  of  whose' founders  left  their  coun- 
try in  the  train  of  William  the  Nor- 
man. Such  are  Beaumont,  Greville, 
Carteret,  Bruce,  Neville,  Pierrepont ; 
but  these  are  only  a  few  examples 
among  many. 

13  Sainte  Mere  rEglise,  has  a  simi- 
lar church  to  that  of  Carentan. 

The  ruins  of  the  Abbey  of  Monte> 
burg  have  been  swept  awav  to  the 
foundation  since  1317,  having  been 
sold  in  lots,  and  pulled  down  for  the 
materials. 

At  Quin^ville,  6  m.  N.  £.  of  this, 
on  the  cqastt  is  an  ancient  monument 
of  masonry  27  ft.  high,  and  30  in  cir- 
cumference at  the  base,  which  is 
square,  and  surmounted  by  a  hollow 
cylinder  garnished  round  with  2  rows 
of  pillars.  It  is  called  la  Grande 
Chemin^,  and  though  some  writers 
have  made  it  a  Roman  mcmument,  it 
may  be  more  safely  pronounced  a 
structure  of  the  end  of  the  12th  cen- 
tury, and  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
a  chimney. 

From  tlie  heights  of   Quineville 


King  James  II.  beheld  the  mafigki 
of  La  Hogwtt  which  destroyed  all  his 
bopef  of  regaining  the  throne.  It  is 
said  that  in  the  heat  of  the  battle,  on 
seeing  the  French  ships  boarded  and 
carried  in  succession,  his  English  feel- 
ings so  far  prevailed,  that  he  ex* 
ultingly  exclaimed  to  the  French 
officers  about  him,  *'  See  my  brave 
English  sailors."    (See  p.  82.) 

Through  a  pleasing  country  to 
which  the  hedges  and  woodlands  give 
a  perfectly  English  character,  not 
unlike  parts  of  Sussex,  to 

17  Valognes  (/mm.*  Grand  Ture, 
toleraUe,  in  a  plain  way ;  civil  peo* 
pie. )  A  pleasant  town  of  6940  iiw 
habitants,  containing  some  large  and 
handsome  mansions,  the  residence  of 
numerous  genteel  femilies.  The  castle 
of  William  the  Conqueror  is  demo* 
lished  $  it  was  here  that  he  was  warn- 
ed  by  his  fool  in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  of  the  conspiracy  of  the  Seig- 
neurs of  the  Bessin  and  Cotentin  to 
surprise  and  assassinate  him.  H^ 
instantly  mounted  his  horse,  and  es- 
caped with  difficulty  to  Falaise. 

M.  de  Gerville,  a  distinguished  an- 
tiquary and  geologist,  resides  here.   - 

Although  Valognes  possesses  no* 
thing  in  itself  to  detain  the  traveller, 
in  its  vicinity  are  several  objects  of 
high  interest.  St,  Saupeur  U  Vkomie 
(10  m.  S.)  has  a  picturesque  ruined 
castle  and  abbey  (Route  27.)  At 
Bricquibee  (9  ro.  S.  W.)  is  a  con* 
vent  of  Trappists.  The  geology  of 
the  Cotentin  is  very  interesting;  its 
tertiary  beds,  in  which  more  thah 
300  species  of  fossil  shells,  identical 
with  those  of  the  Paris  Basin,  have 
been  found,  and  its  Baculite  lime- 
stone, may  be  well  studied  in  the  quar- 
ries near  Valognes. 

At  AUeaume,  the  Roman  Aktunoy 
a  village  contiguous  to  Valognes,  are 
very  scanty  remains  of  a  bath :  a  Ro- 
man theatre  described  by  Montfeucon 
has  been  totally  demolished. 

An. excursion  may  be  made  hence 
to  La  Houffue  and  Barfleur  by  Ta- 
marville  (2^  m,),  where  the  Norinan 
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Ckurtk  has  an  dcgimt  octagonal  tower, 
«(a  raxe  form,)  composed  of  3  stories  of 
narrow  round-headed  arcades  and 
windows. 

St.  Vaast  la  Hougue,  13  m.  from 
.Valognesy  is  a  sea>port  town  of  3500 
inhabitants,  situated  in  a  fine  bay, 
with  the  fcH'tified  island  and  lazaret 
of  Tatihou  in  front,  recently  provided 
with  a  pier  984  feet  long.  Previous 
40  the  rise  of  its  rival  Cherbourg, 
it  was  the  chief  port  of  the  Cotentin, 
and  o£  greater  importance  than-  at 
present.  The  English  frequently 
effected  hostile  landings  here,  to  lay 
desolate  the  &ir  fields  of  France. 
King  Stephen,  in  1137  landed  here, 
and  the  urmy  which  conquered  at 
JCrecy  under  Edward  III.,  in  1346. 
Othei  armaments  disembarked  here 
in  the  reigns  of  Henry  IV.  and  V., 
and  in  1574  an  army  of  5000  French 
«nd  English  Protestants  despatched 
by  Queen  Elizabeth  under  the  Comte 
de  Montgomery,  to  aid  the  cause  of 
the  Huguenots,  made  a  descent  iqpon 
Kormandy  at  this  point.  La  Hougue 
is  chiefly  known  in  English  history, 
however,  on  account  of  the  seaf^ht  of 
Cap  la  Hougue  in  1692,  when  the 
united  English  and  Dutch  fleets  under 
Admirals  Bussel  and  Rooke,  anni* 
lulated  the  expedition  prepared  by 
iiouis  XIY.  for  a  descent  upon  En- 
gland, with  the  design:  of  restoring 
James  II.  to  the  throne.  The  action 
eommenced  at  some  distance  from  the 
coast  between  Cape  Barfleur  and  the 
Isle  of  Wight.  The  French  admiral 
Tourville,  a  man  of  great  bravery, 
having  orders  from  his  master  to  en- 
gage at  all  odds,  ventured  to  measure 
•his  strength  with  a  fleet  of  80  vessels, 
the  largest  which  had  entered  the 
Channel  since  the  Armada,  while  his 
Awn  force  did.  not  exceed  44.  It  is 
supposed  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the 
Junctioa  of  die  Dutch,  and  that  he 
counted  on  the  desertion  of  Admiral 
Hussel,  who,  it  is  well  known,  was  in 
cecret  correspondence  with  James. 
However  nothing  of  this  sort  occurred, 
and  after  a  running  fight  the  French, 


in  3  divisions,  retired  to  tbttr  owii 
coast,  pursued  by  the  English.  3  of 
the  largest  ships,  including  ibe  admi- 
ral's, le  Soleil  Boyal,. sought  refiige  in 
Cherbourg,  where  they  were  blown  up 
by  the  English  AdmiraL  DelavaL 
Tourville  hoisting  his  flag  on  board 
another  vesKl,  conducted  12  into  the 
bay  of  La  Hougne;  where  he  had 
tim^  before  the  arrival  of  Russel  the 
day  after,  to  prepare  means  for  a  stout 
defence,  runniBg  them  aground  on 
the  shallows  widi  their  broadside  to 
the  enemy.  The  French  army,  united 
with  a  body  of  Irish  and  English  re- 
fugees, were  drawn  up  on  the  heights 
above;  while  the  artillery  was  em- 
barked on  floating  batteries,  it  fleur 
d'eau,  to  assist  in  j'^ielling  any  attiiek 
on  the  ships.  James  II.  attended  by 
Marshals  Berwick  andBellefonde,  who 
commanded  his  forces,  was  a  specta- 
tor of  the  action  #hich  ensued. 
The  only  really  brilliant  part  of  the 
battle  was  the  attack  and  capture  of 
this  armament  by  the  boats  of  the 
English  squadron  under  Sir  Geoi^ 
Rooke;  these,  and  a  few  light  fri>. 
gates,  only  being  able  to  approach 
near  enough  to  take  a  part  in  the.  ac- 
tion on  account  of  the  shallows.  In 
the  teeth  of  a  tremendous  fire  of  mus- 
quetry  and  artillery  from  shore  and 
ships,  the  English  sailors  pulled  up  to 
the  stranded  vessels,  boarded  them  all 
one  after  the  other  with  loud  huzzas, 
and  pointed  their  guns  against  the 
French  on  the  shore.  All  the  12 
ships  of  war  were  burnt,  together  with 
a  number  of  transports,  300  of  which 
had  been  collected  in  this  and  the 
neighbouring  ports  to  convey  the 
army  across  to  England. 

About  7  m.  N.  of  St..  Vaa<t  is 
BarfUurf  an  ancient  and  now  nearly 
deserted  town  built  of  granite. 

Down  to  the  end  of  the  12th  cen- 
tury, it  was  the  most  fireqtiented  port 
by  which  the  communication  between 
■Normandy  and  England  was  main* 
tained,  in  spite  of  the  dangerous 
rocks  around.  Upon  them  perisbed 
the  «  Blanche  Nef,"  —  the  ship  which 
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■eenwyed  W^kniy  tfie  onljr  son  of 
Henry  I.  with  140  yonng  nobte- 
inen — through  the&ult  of  the  in- 
toxleated  p£>t  and  crew.  The 
prince  hittself  'might  ha^e  escaped 
-had  not  an  affectionate  <ksire  to  sa^e 
•his  natoral  sister,  tho  Coi^tess  of 
M ortagne,  caused  him  to  turn,  back 
-towards  tho  fonnddringTesseL  The 
-boat  which  was  bearhig  him:  to  the 
shore  was  filled  by  a  crowd  of  de- 
-flpairing  wretches,  and  -all  sank  to  the 
bottom  together. 

On  the  extreme  point  of  the  Cap  de 
Gattevilie,  the  W.hom  of  the  great  bay 
into  which  th^  Seine  discharges  itself, 
tte  E.  headland  being  near  F^camps, 
•about  Im*  N<  of  Barfleurj  a  magnificent 
'XjigH4iou9B  was  completed  in  18S5. 
It  19^71  ft  high  Msove  the  sea,  and  is 
eonstmeted  entirely  of  granite.     The 
light  is  seen  at  a  distance  of  27  m.  out 
at  sea.    There  is  a  fine  view  from  the 
?top.     Barflenr  is  1^  m.  £.  of  Cher- 
'booig  i  a  good  road- leads  thither. 
'    -  At  die  distance  of  about  7  m.  from 
Valognes,  tlie  direct*  jiost  road  from 
Taiogneft  toCherbourgpasses,  2^  m.on 
'tiie L'the  small  town  of  Brix,  a  me- 
morable name,  since  it  is  the  same  as 
-Bniis  or  Btnce  in  its  primitive  quell- 
ing.    The  noble  Ihmily  of  that  name 
was  allied  to  the  Dukes  of  Normandy, 
md  from  it  spvang  Robert  Bruce,  the 
«idn^  of  Scotland.     The  csatle  of  the 
Seigneur. de  Brix,  built  iii  the  13th 
'century,  is  -  now  reduced  to  a  fyw 
'  Tuined  vaidta  and  fonadation  walls. 
'It  was  caUhd  G^ateau  cT  Adam.  With 
this  exception,  there  is  nothing  to 
Isotiise  on  the  road,  until  from  the  top 
-of  the- last  hill  a  fine  view  of  die  "sea 
is  presented  through  the  gap  of  the 
•«altey»  widi  Chefbourg  at  its  month. 
•  A  winding  descent  Aiough  a  plctor- 
•«sque  gnily,  displaying  here  and  there 
liare  cliffb,  terminates  in  a' long  ave- 
•nue  of  trees,  which  forms  the  approach 
'to  Cherboavg.    -On  the  1.  rises  the 
-anunence  La  Faucohnidre,  crowned 
iby  the  tel^raph  ;  on  the  rt  the  cliff 
of  Boule  exposes  «  precipitous  as- 
^strpment,  3  jK>  ft.  above  the  s^. 


20  CHxmBouao,  -^  huu  *  Hdtel 
d'Angleterre,  <m  die  new  Quai  du 
Port;— H.  de  Commerce;  — good 
cuisine,  but  litde  comfort 

Cherbourg,  cme  of  the  principal 
■nayal  ports  and  dockyards  of  France, 
is  situated  at  the  N.  extremity  of  the 
peninsula  of  the  Cotendn,  in  the  de- 
partment of  La  Id^mehe^  in  the  centre 
of  a  bay,  the  extremities  of  which 
are  formed  by  Cap  Levy  on  the  £., 
and  Cap  OmanTille  on  the  W.  Its 
doeks  have  been  gained  out  of  the 
rock,  and  its  harbour  won  from  the 
winds  ;'^for  no  pains  nor  cost  have  been 
spared  to  secure  for  France  on  this 
point,  so  adfantageously  projecting 
into  the  channel,  a  naval  arsenal  and 
port,  whence  she  may  be  ready  to 
watch  or  annoy  her  rival  oiv  the  op- 
posite coast.  The  town  lies  in  the 
hoUow  of  the  valley  of  the  Divette, 
which  opens  out  to  the  sea  under  the 
lofty  fiilaiso  of  the  quartz  hill  of 
Route,  crowned  by  a  fort.  Apart 
from  its  oonsideration  as  a  naval  sta^ 
tion  it  is  utterly  insignificant ;  with 
dirty  streets,  reminding  one  of  Ports- 
mouth point,  its  commercial  rela- 
dons  are  very  limited;  but  its 
extensive  naval  works  employ  about 
6000  out  of  its  19,872  inhabitants; 
and  upon  them  alone  depends  its 
prosperity.  Among  its  few  articles 
of  export  are  eggs  to  the  value  of  one 
million  firancs  yearly,  sent  to  Eng- 
land. Cherbourg  hasaj9aM»ide  Omi- 
merce^  a  commercial  harbour,  formed 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Divette,  never 
very  full  of  shipping,  but  often  visited 
by  vessels  of  the  English  Y<ieht  Club, 
vHiocome  over  to  lay  in  provisions 
and  champagne.  It  is  lined  with 
quays;  and  the  entrance  to  it  is 
protected  by  stone  piers,  with  a 
lighthouse  at  ite  extremity.  The 
commercial  port  is  quite  distinct 
from  the  Dockyard  (Grand  Port), 
situated  on  the  N.  W.  of  the  town. 
English  travellers  desirous  of  seeing 
the  dockyard,  must  provide  them- 
■  selves  with  a  note  of  recommendation 
F  from  the  British  Consul  to  the  M^jor 
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de  la  Marine  at  the  Vieux  Port,  on 
the  £.  of  the  commercial  harbour, 
in  order  to  procure  a  ticket  of  admit- 
tioH,  He  will  appoint  a  gendarme  to 
accompany  them,  to  whom  a  couple 
of  francs  may  be  given  tot  his  trouble. 
The  Grand  Port  occupies  a  nearly 
triangular  space  of  ground,  one  side 
Testing  on  the  sea,  and  is  surrounded 
by  fortifications,  which  at  this  mo- 
ment (1841)  are  being  replaced  by 
more  lofty  ramparts,  taking  in  a 
larger  extent  of  ground,  surrounded 
by  fosses  cut  in  the  rock,  to  be  ftced 
with  granite  masonry,  on  which  many 
hundred  men  are  at  work,  making 
the  air  ring  with  the  clang  ot  ham- 
mers. 

The  Port  MiUtaire,  and  Jrtenal 
de  la  Marine,  planned,  but  only  partly 
begun  by  Louis  XVI.,  have  been 
more  than  36  years  in  progress ;  and 
the  new  works,  commenced  since 
1831,  will  take  as  many  more,  pro- 
bably, to  complete.  It  consists  of  an 
ancient  port,  accessible  for  vessels  of 
war  at  all  tides,  56  ft  deep,  capable 
of  holding  12  or  15  ships  of  the  line, 
and  frieates;  of  a  floating  basin 
(bassin  a  flot),  closed  by  lock-gates ; 
and  of  a  third  basin,  begun  June, 
1836,  now  in  progress  of  excavation, 
by  the  aid  of  gunpowder,  «ut  of  the 
solid  slate  rock,  which  forms  the 
foundation  of  the  entire  yard,  and 
out  of  which  the  other  basins  w»e 
quarried  in  the  same  manner.  From 
the  stairs  on  the  W.  qua!  of  the 
arant  port,  Charles  X.  and  his&mily 
embarked  in  1830.  There  are  four 
slips  (Calesde  Construction),  of  very 
solid  construction ;  the  lofty  roo&  rest 
on  arches  supported  by  piers  of  gra- 
nite and  slate  ;  the  arches  are  partly 
closed  by  wooden  blinds.  Adjoining 
them  is  a  dry  dock  {Forme  de  Ma^ 
dottb"),  and  beyond  them  are  the 
AteHers  des  Forges  (smithy)  des 
Machines  (workshops  tilled  with  ma- 
chinery for  planing,  turning,  scoop- 
ing, and  cutting  rods,  beams,  screws, 
&c.  of  iron) ;  the  Atelier  de  la  Fon- 
derie,  roofed  with  zinc,  fittnisbed  with 


two  large  and  six  smaller  fiimaees, 
and  with  iron,  iron  cranes,  &e. 

The  Timber  £aied  (Hangar  au 
bois)  is  958  ft  long,  and  supported 
on  ISO  stone  pillars.  The  yard  is 
supplied  with  water  from,  the  Di- 
vette  by  a  long  and  expensive  coo- 
duit. 

Convicts  (fot^ats)  are  no  longer 
employed  in  the  dockyard  of  Cher- 
bourg. 

La  Digue,  The  roads  of  Cher- 
bourg, though  protected  on  three 
sides  by  the  land,  are  naturally  open 
and  exposed  to  the  N.  wind.  To 
remedy  this  defect,  the  project  of 
throwing  a  Breakwater  acrosc  the 
bay's  mouth,  in  the  deep  sea,  has 
been  &vourably  entertained  by  every 
government  since  that  of  Louis  XVL, 
with  whom  it  originated*  The  old 
Bourbons,  the  Republic,  the  Empire^ 
the  Restoration,  and  Louis  Philippe^ 
have  all  desired  to  advance  a  scheme 
which  should  cmitribute  to  secure 
for  France  a  safe  and  strong  harbour 
on  this  part  of  their  coast,  exactly 
opposite  PortsmoiUh,  which  would 
be  an  eye  to  watch,  and  an  arm  to 
strike  their  rival  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Channel.  At  present  the 
French  possess  no  port  for  ships  of 
war  from  Dunkirk  (and  that  is  fit  only 
for  frigates)  and  Brest.  Yet  even  now 
(1841),  after  the  operations  have 
been  carried  on  nearly  50  years,  and 
nearly  28,000,000  of  francs,  together 
with  about  4,000,000  cubic  metres  of 
stone,  sunk  in  the  undertaking,  it  is 
only  just  beginning  to  raise  its  head 
above  water ;  while,  judging  from  past 
experience^  it  remains  still  very  pro- 
Uematical  whether  it  will  be  able  to 
withstand  thesea,  and  continue  perma- 
nent. The  whole  undertaking  may, 
as  yet,  be  regarded  as  a  long  series 
of  experiments  and  failures.  The 
plan  first  adopted  under  Louis  XV I. 
(1784)  was  that  of  forming  trun- 
cated cones  of  timber,  or  huge  broad- 
bottomed  tubs,  floating  them  on 
empty  casks  to  the  proper  place, 
sinking  them,  and  filling  them  with 
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Blofies,  and  heaping  up  oUiera  round 
about  them.  But  a  ^ery  brief  ex- 
posure to  a  tew  storms  OTerset  some 
of  the  eaissoqs,  shattered  the  frame- 
work of  others  to  pieces,  and  spfcad 
the  stone  and  wood  oyer  the  ancfa<^ 
zage,  so  as  to  injure  it.  After  a 
considerable  interruption  from  the 
Be^oltttion,  another  scheme  was  re- 
sorted to  of  forming  a  bank  of  small 
stones,  and  coTertng  these  with  large 
solid  blocks:  this  was  continued  down 
to  the  time  <^  Napoleon,  who,  as  was 
his  custom,  looked  at  it  in  a  military 
point  of  view,  and  at  once  directed 
•  the  fbjnnation  of  a  fort  in  the  centre 
'.of  the  digue.  All.  exertions  were 
itheneefortb  concentrated  on  this  ob- 
<  ject ;  a  miJe  wais  Ibrmed,  a  battery 
ndsed  on  it  mounting  90  guns,  a 
garrison  of  90  men  was  established 
.  cm  it,  and  lodged  in  barracks  erected 
.  for  the  purpose.  In  1806,  however,  a 
storm  (^extraordinary  violence  burst 
.upon  the  roads;  the  waves,  carried 
to  an  unusual  height,  soon  submerged 
all  the  buildings  ndsed  upon  the 
.  Digue,  and  by  the  impetuosity  of  their 
shocks,  swept  them  all  off,  save  the 
cabin  of  the  commandant  of  the 
prison ;  and  forming  a  wide  breach 
in  the  masonry,  poured  over  and 
through  it  with  tremendous  violence. 
There  were  at  the  time  upon  the 
dyke  S63  soldiers  'and  workmen,  of 
whom  194  were  drowned,  69  were 
saved  by  findiog  shelter  in  hollows 
among  the  stones,  and  38  got  off 
in  a  boat  which  managed  to  reach 
them  during  a  short  lull,  with  great 
difficulty,  since  the  vessels  in  the 
loads  within  the  Digue  were  all 
driven  from  their  moorings.  By  this 
fiital  disaster  the  operations  of  1 6  years, 
in  sinking  large  blocks,  were  neaiiy 
annihilated,  and  the  whole  mass  of 
stone  reduced  to  tiie  condition  of  a 
shifting  shingle  bed,  rendering  it 
doubtftil  wheSier  the  plan  of  even  pro- 
tecting the  roads  at  all  was  practi- 
cable. Nevertheless,  Napoleon  did 
not  abandon  it,  nor  did  his  successors 
on  the  throne  lose  sight  of  it.     A 


survey,  made  by  order  of  the  govi«»* 
ment  in  1828,  showed,  however,  that 
the  foundations  had  shifted  in  the 
course  of  40  years,  ftom  the  position 
in  which  they  had  been  first  placed, 
to  a  considerable  distance.  A  fresh 
impulse  has  been  given  to  the  work 
since  1890;  and  under  the  vigorous 
superintendence  of  Louis  Philippe 
it  is  possible  that  the  undertaking 
may  yet  be  carried  out  A  new 
mode  of  proceeding  was  adopted  in 
1832,  and  as  the  result  of  the  schemes 
previously  pursued  had  shown  that 
the  mere  weight  and  volume  of  the 
stones  thrown  into  the  sea  was  insuf- 
ficient to  secure  their  fixity,  a  layer 
of  beton,  a  species  of  concrete,  com* 
posed  of  1  part  of  pounded  brick  and  2 
of  lime,  is  now  deposited  on  the  loose 
stone  heap,  and  upon  it  a  wall  of  well 
jointed  and  soUd  masonry,  &ced 
with  granite,  is  raised.  Even  this, 
however,  was  destined  to  be  the  sport 
of  the  waves  during  a  storm  which 
occurred  in  1836,  the  most  terrible 
since  that  of  1808  ;  the  coat  of  con- 
crete was  broken  and  turned  over  in 
places;  blocks  of  stone,  weighing 
3  tons,  were  raised  22  ft.  high  u  the 
air,  and  carried  over  the  wall  to  the 
inside  of  the  digue,  so  that  at  the 
end  of  3  days  300  of  them  had  found 
their  way  across,  and  wide  gaps  and 
fissures  were  formed  in  the  body  of 
the  breakwater.    . 

Instead  of  being  discouraged,  the 
present  government  seems  spurred 
on  by  this  last  mishap  to  over- 
come all  obstacles.  Since  these  last 
injuries,  the  width  of  the  dyke  at  its 
base  has  been  increased  to  295  ft. ; 
more  than  500  workmen  are  con- 
stantly employed  upon  it,  being 
lodged  in  barracks  on  the  break* 
water,  and  protected  during  their 
operations  by  a  moveable  shed,  and 
for  a  considerable  distance  the  colossal 
structure  raises  its  head  several  feet 
above  the  surface ;  at  the  present  rate 
of  progress  it  may  be  finished  in  9 
years. 

The  Vigue  de  Ckerbourg  extends 
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•between  the  Isle  Pel^  and  the  pointe 
^  Querqueville  for  a  length  of  37<S0 
in^tra6,a4lll  yards,  or  more  than 
8  m.  leaving  openings  for  the  enttanee 
4aid  exit  dt  vessels  on  the  £.  of  1S57 
yards  and  .at  theW.  of  ahout  1^  miie^ 
The  depth  of  the  sea  about  the  digue 
vsries  from  96  to  45  ii.  A  light- 
house  has  been  raised  in  the  centre, 
.together  with  a  strong  battery*  The 
vtone  employed  is  partly  ftova  the 
parries  at  the  base  of  the  Montague 
^  Roule,  oonveyed  to  the  harbour 
«long  a  tramway;  the  slate  comes 
irom  Becquet,  and  the  granite  from 
■Ferminville  and  Flamanville. 

PenoQS  desirous  of  seeing  the 
■digue  have  only  to  hire  a  boat  in 
the  harbour  and  row  off  to  it,  the 
distance  being  about  2  m. 

The  following  statement  of  com- 
parative measurements  in  yards  will 
show  how  much  more  serious  an 
undertaking  the  Chei^ourg  Digue  is 
than  the  Plymouth  Breakwater :  -— 

Length.  Breadth.  Height. 

Digue,     4111         295  36  to  45 

Break- 1  .  _  f  1 20  at  base, 

water,  J    -^  \  16  at  top,        14 

'  It,  howevtft,  vemuns  to  be  seen 
-whether  the  digue  will  ever  be  com- 
pleted suoeess&dly.  Its  Ikilure 
liitherto  may,  at  least  in  part,  be  at- 
tributed to  a  delect  of  die  plan  in 
presenting  to  the  violence  of  the  sea 
a  vertical  wall '  instead  of  a  gradual 
4dope.  During  the  occurrence  of 
-storms,  the  wares  hurl  the  loose 
masses  of  stones,  many  of  them  tons 
in  weight,  with  appalling  violence, 
and  a  noise  like  thunder,  against  the 
-oven  '  granite  masonry,  and  acting 
upion  it  like  so  many  battering  rams, 
efibct  serious  breaches. 
'  The  Roadstead  of  Cherbourg  is,  it 
is  said,  beginning  to  experience  the 
benefit  of  the  breakwater^  Though 
only  a  third  of  its  area  is  fit  for  large 
iresMls,  it  is  capable  of  containing 
between  80  and  4p  men  of  war  in  its 
anchorage.  It  is  protected  by  the 
flatteries  of  Fort  Royal,  of  100  guns, 


on  the  Isle**  Pd^,  and  Fort  dii 
Homet  on  the  W.,  to  which  must  be 
now  added  the  fort  on  the  mole  in 
the  centre  of  the  digue. 

These  works  would  render  Cher- 
bourg, if  not  impregnable  from  tlie 
sea,  at  least  very  difficult  to  attack. 
On  the  land  ^de  it  has  hitherto  been 
almost  open,  but  the  fortifications 
now  in  progress  are  intended  to 
strengthen  it  there. 
•  In  1758  the  English,  under  Geno- 
ral  Biigh,  eflfected  a  descent  on  the 
coast,  to  the  number  of  7000,  in  the 
face  of  16,000  French  troops,  who 
offered  no  effective  opposition.  The 
English  forces  kept  possession  of 
Cherbourg  for  three  days,  in  whidi 
time  they  destroyed  all  the  naval  and 
military  works,  docks,  M'senals,  &e», 
blowing  them  up. with  the  powdar 
which  the  French  had  left  behind, 
homing  the  lock  gates  of  the  har- 
bour, and  all  t^e  vessels  of  war  and 
commerce.  They  levied  a  contribu- 
tion of  44,000  iivres  on  the  town, 
but  no  injuries  nor  pillage  of  the  in- 
habitants or  their  dwellings  was  per- 
mitted. To  this  the  French  them- 
selves bear  honourable  testimony,  ac- 
knowledging that  the  protection  «f 
the  British  officers  prevented  any 
outrage.  All  the  cannon  were  carri^ 
off,  but  the  bells  of  the  church  were 
conceded  to  the  entreaties  of  the 
cur^,  and  allowed  to  remain. 

Cherbourg  has  no  antiquities  to 
show,  except  the  Ftei&  Tbvr,  wfaieh 
formed  part  of  the  ancient  fortifica- 
tions, washed  by  the  sea,and  the  Churthy 
not  far  from  it ;  both  built  about 
1450,  and  nei&er  possessing  any  in- 
terest. 

The  ChapetU  de  Nitre  Dame  du 
Vau,  Outside  the  to^n  near  the 
dockyard,  owes  its  existence  and 
its  name  to  a  vow  made  by  the  Em- 
preai  Maude  wheri  caught '  in  a  fierce 
tempest,  which  thresttened  to  over- 
whelm the  vessd  in  wlii<^  she  wis 
attempting  to  gain  the  port  of  Cher- 
bourg on  her  flight  from  the  usurper, 
Stephen,  by  whom  she  had  been  driven 
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ont  of  England.     While  still  at  her 

pnyccsy  a£d  m  the  agony  of  anti- 

.oipated   death    amDog    the    wwvas, 

«*  Chante,  Reme,*  excUhned  a  sailor; 

**  heboid  the  land  ;  your  prayers  are 

heard :  "  and  from  this  orcumstanoe^ 

it  is  anid,  the  spot  where  the  queen  t 

landed,  .iad  near  to  which  she  built  | 

the  ehapely  now  enefosed  within  the 

:doeky8rdy  was  called  CktaUerwifU^  ^^  a 

name  which  it  stillrctains.     The piw- 

■aant.  Okaptl  of  the  Vow»  however,  is 

modem,   and  .stends  on  a  diffisrent 

spot      Mathilda    is    not   the   only 

4refiigee  sovereign  whom  Cherbourg 

has  seen  withm  its  walls  at  varinus 

.periods;   besides  Charles   X.,   who 

here  took  a  last  &rewell  of  hiaooimtry, 

•after  abdicating  the  throne  at  Ram- 

boiiiliet   1890»  Don  Pedro,  ex>«m- 

peror  of  Braail,  anived  beie^  1831, 

when  driven  fiom  his  states,  and 
.James  II.  repaired  bith^,  after  the 

battle  of  La  Houguot 

The  Haul  d»  VUU  contains  a  CoU 

heHim  of  Pictures,  ibrmed  and  be- 
.queathed  to  the  town  by  a  aatlTe, 

Thomas  Henry,  himself  an  artist.. 

Canmtis  rende  here  from  Great  Bri- 
.tain  and  the  maritime  states  of  Eiv- 
.•Topeaind  Aineriea. 

There  is  a  J3iiMti^  EsiablishmuU  on 

the  sands,  to  the  £.  of  the  Old  Ar- 
.aenal  and  Jett6e»  but  it  is  not  well 
:a|ipointed. 

The  JPotte  awt  LeUrt$  is  on  the 
•Qoaidu  Port 

A  maUepotie  goes  daily  to  Paris,  in 

24  hour&> 

Diligence*  daily  to  Paris  by  Caen ; 

to  St.  Ijo,  Cotttances,  and  St.  Male. 

Inferior  coaches  daily  to  Valognes; 
•toBarfleur ;  to  St.  Vaast ;  to  Brioque- 
.beCk 

Steamers  to  Havre  twice  a  week ; 
,to  Weymouth  once  or  twice  in  the 

summer. 

Excursions  may  be  made  to  the 

.Phare  de  GatteviUe;  Barfleur,  and 
.La  Hougue,  (pp#  81,' 83.). 

Querqueville,  5  xb.  W«  of  Cher- 

bourg»  is  a  bamlet>  whose  name  ur  va- 

rioudy  derived  fjMim  the  otk,  qiiercuf. 


wliieh  onee  surrounded  it,  or,  with 
more  probability,  from  its  smatt 
CSbovA  (kerk)  of  St.  Gerwunn  stand- 
ing by  the  side  of  the  parish  church. 
This  is  one  of  the  oldest  monument^ 
of  Chrittiamty  in  Normandy.  It  is  in 
the  form  of  a  cross ;  its  chancel  and 
transepts  lighted  by  loophole  win* 
dows;  all  end  in  apses,  and  all  this 
part  is  of  herring4>one  masonry  :  the 
nave  and  tower  were  added  at  a  sub- 
sequent period.  The  ornaments  of 
the  towers,  stripes  of  stone  projecting 
from  tiie  wall  surmounted  by  the 
round  arch,  resemble  those  of  Bar- 
ton on  the  Humber,  Bamack,  and 
others  in  England. 

The  ibrt  of  QnerquevUle  is  one  «f 
the  defences  of  the  roads  of  Cher- 
bourg, and  its  lighthouse  points  out 
the  eotranee  to  them. 

13  m.  fqrther'to  the  W.,  beyond 
Beaumont,  the  Cap  la  Hague  (often 
confounded  on  the  maps  with  La 
Hougue)  stretches  ont  towards  Al- 
demey  (called  by  the  French  Au- 
rigny),  from  which  island  it  is  only 
9  m.  distant  Both  the  cape  and  the 
island,  as  well  as  the  Cape  Flamiii^ 
ville,  are  of  granite,  the  fondamental 
loek  of  the  CoCentin,  supporting  the 
granwacke  and  clay  slates,  which 
for  the  most  part  appear  on  the  snr- 
frice  of  that  district  Opposite  Cap 
la  Hague,  on  a  toek,  called  le  Gms 
du  Raz,  about  a  mile  out  at  sea,  stands 
a  lighthouse. 

The  Tnppist  Convent  at  Brtcqua* 
bee,  and  the  Castle  and  Abbey  of  St 
Sauveur  le  Vieomte  are  described  in 
Routes?. 


ROUTE  27. 

CHERBOURG  TO  ST.  MALO,  BY  ST. 
SAUVEUR,  COUTANCES,  GRANVILLEy 
AVRAKCHES,  MONT  ST.  MICHEL  AND 
DOL. 

905  kilem.  >«  1S7  Eng.  m^ 
XHKgenett  go  daily  from  Cherbourg 

by  Carentan  and   Coutances  to  St 

Malo. 
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Routed. —  CherbouTff  to  StMalo. 


Sect  I. 


Persons  tiaveUing  in  their  own  car* 
riage,  may  rary  the  road  back  to 

20  Valognes,  the  first  post  station 
(p.  81.)  by  going  round  by  Octeville 
( 1  m. )  where  is  a  Norman  church  with 
an  octagonal  tower  and  curious  car- 
vings (a  Last  Supper,&c.  in  bas-relief) 
older  than  the  reign  of  Henry  II., 
Martinvaast  (2^  m.)  having  a  still 
older  church  in  the  same  style,  and 
unaltered,  with  slender  half  pillars, 
supporting  Ionic  capitals  outside  Its 
semi-circular  £.  end,  and  a  cornice 
of  grotesque  heads  under  its  eaves; 
its  lofty  stone  vaulted  roof  is  sup- 
ported on  honsershoe  ardies.  It  stands 
in  a  sequestered  spot,  with  a  fine  old 
yew  beside  it.  There  is  a  CutiUy  still 
inhabited,  hard  by.  Briequebec  (8 
m.  from  Valognes)  a  village  including 
an  ancient  Oattle,  whose  lofty  donjon 
keep,  100  feet  high,  in  shape  a  decagon 
seated  on  a  high  mound,  remains 
tolerably  perfect  (date  14th  century), 
as  well  as  the  walls  of  the  outer  en- 
closure. Other  portions  are  as  late  as 
the  1 6th,  and  some  as  early  as  the  i  1  th, 
century.  It  belonged  in  turn  to  the 
families  of  Bertram,  Paisnel  (Pag- 
anel)  and  Estouteville.  It  was  taken 
firom  the  last  by  Henry  V.  after  the 
battle  of  Aginoourt,  and  bestowed 
on  his  favourite  WUliam  de  la  Pole, 
Earl  of  Suffolk,  who  parted  with  it  to 
ransom  himself  from  the  hands  of  the 
French. 

In  the  adjoining  forest,  on  the  hill 
des  Grosses  Roches,  are  three  Druidical 
monuments  of  the  kind  called  "  Gal- 
leries Couvertes.*'  A  little  more  than 
a  mile  N.E.  of  Briequebec  is  the 
Trappisi  Convent,  founded  1823  by 
M.  Onfray,  on  a  spot  of  ground  just 
cleared  from  the  forest.  Its  inmates, 
32  in  number,  of  whom  1 2  are  priests, 
are  bound  by  strict  tows  to  silence, 
communicating  by  established  signs 
on  indispensable  matters,  living  on 
coarse  dry  bread,  a  few  vegetables,  a 
salad  with  a  spoonfiU  of  oil,  a  little 
milk,  and  a  bit  of  cheese,  and  one 
plateful  of  a  meagre  potage,  which  on 
fi»t  days  is  reduced  to  6  oz.  of  bread 


In  the  morning,  and  2  or  3  at  night, 
with  a  fixed  aUowanoe  of  herbs  and 
roots.  They  are  prohibited  firom 
wearing  linen  even  when  ill,  and  sleep 
with  their  clothes  on,  upon  a  straw 
mattress,  piqu^  2  inches  thick.  They 
are  allowed  one  sort  of  meat  when 
siok,  but  fidi  is  fiwbidden.  They 
rise  daily  at  2  a.  ie&  and  on  fete  days 
at  12  or  1,  and  spend  their  time  in 
prayer,  reading,  and  work. 

There  is  a  cross  road  finom  Bri^ 
quebec  to  St.  Sauveur. 

On  quitting  Valognes  our  route 
separates  from  Route  26.,  and  turn- 
ing to  the  1*.  passes  by  Columby 
(a  church  with  pointed  lancet  win^ 
dows)  to 

17  St.  Sauveur  le  Vicomte,  where 
there  is  a  picturesque  and  imposing 
CtuUe  of  the  Tessons  and  Haroourts^ 
but  given  by  Edward  III.  after  tiie 
treaty  of  Bretigny  to  John  Chandos, 
one  of  the  most  famous  captains  of 
the  wars  of  Edward  III.  and  the 
Black  Prince.  He  built  the  square  and 
lofty  keep  tower,  one  of  the  gateways, 
and  other  portions.  In  the  17  th  cen- 
tury it  became  a  hospital,  and  con- 
tinued such  down  to  the  Revolution. 
Although  falling  to  ruin,  at  present 
it  is  the  best  preserved  feudal  fortress 
on  the  Cotentin. 

Here  are  ako  ruins  of  an  jibbey, 
which  in  1831  were  being  pulled 
down  for  the  sake  of  the  materials. 
The  church  was  beautiful,  the  ground- 
work Norman  (1067-1160),  with  ad- 
ditions, in  the  pointed  style,  of  the 
18th  century. 

From  St.  Sauveur  to  Purlers  the 
road,  although  a  post  one,  was  very 
lately  impracticable  for  heavy  car- 
riages, and  perhaps  remains  so  sdll. 
It  passes  near  the  Abbey  of  Bbmche- 
lands  founded  by  Richard  de  la  Haye, 
a  favourite  of  Henry  II.  (1155-85) 
who  had  been  captured  by  corsairs, 
and  passed  many  years  in  slavery. 
It  is  beautifully  situated,  and  con* 
sists  of  the  abbot's  house  still  per- 
fect, and  inhabited  by  a  fermer,  and 
pact  of   the    Chutrch,  in  which  late 
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iosertioiu  have  been  added  to  an 
priginal  Nornum  ■tmeture. 

11  LaHayedttPuits.  TheoasUe, 
dating  firom  the  11th  ccDtury,  the 
only  thiog  of  interest  in  this  obtcnie 
little  town,  has  been  puUed  dovn 
"within  the  last  15  years  to  mend  the 
roads  1  Mr.  Gaily  Knight  saw,  in 
18S1,  the  last  remains,  a  fine  old 
machicolated  tower,  whieh  was  then 
condemned  to  fidl  by  the  piokaze,  and 
has  probably  by  this  time  entirely 
disappeared* 

f  At  Lessay  is  another  abbey  and 
church  in  the  Norman  style,  begun  in 
the  11th  century,  but  not  consecrated 
till  1178.  "  It  is  of  one  character, 
plain,  but  grand  throughout;  and 
possesses  a  noble  central  tower.  The 
Vf*  portal  is  more  ornamented  than 
the  other  parts,  and  exhibits  the  dog- 
tooth moulding,  whieh  does  not  appear 
in  Ei^land  till  nearly  the  end  of 
the  12th  oeutury."  —  Sjusfht 

18  Firien, 

15  Couianees.  — •  Jims  :  Hotel  de 
France;  bed,  dinner  (including  a 
bottle  of  wine),  and  tea,  cost  5  fr.  10 
sous,  1841.  —  Hotel  d' Angleterre ; 
both  tolerable. 

Coutances,  at  present  a  somewhat 
Itfeless  town  of  8,957  inhabitants, .  is 
buUt  upon  a  nearly  conical  hill,  the 
summit  of  which  is  occupied  by  the 
Caihedralf  proudly  predominating  over 
other  buildings,  with  its  S  towers. 
The  high  road,  carried  in  a  broad 
whklittg  terrace  along  the  flank  of  the 
hill,  round  the  outskirts  of  the  town, 
forms  an  agreeable  walk,  while  on 
the  opposite  or  £.  side  are  more  for- 
mal and  gloomy  promenades  closely 
planted  with  avenues  of  trees. 

The  Caihednd  is  one  of  the  finest 
churches  of  Normandy  in  the  early 
pointed  style,  free  from  exuberant 
ornament,  but  captivating  the  eye  by 
the  elegance  of  proportion  and  ar- 
rangement. *«The  whole  is  of  a 
piece,  eompleto  in  conception  and 
execution.  The  lofty  towers  ter- 
minating  in  spires,  both  finished  and 
alike,  flank  its  W.  front."    « Its  in- 


terior is  very  lofty,  more  than  100  ft. 
iirom  the  floor  to  the  keystone  of  tlM 
vault.  Cluster  piers  divide  the  nave 
from  the  aisles;  coupled  pillars  sviw 
round  the  choir  (which  ends  in  an 
hexagon).  Most  of  the  windows  are 
of  later  date  than  the  body  of  the 
building.** — Kaigkt,  The  peculiarities 
of  this  cathedral  are,  the  aide  porches 
close  behind  the  towers  ;(^the  open 
screens  of  mullioned  tracery,  eorr^ 
sponding  with  the  windows,  which  di» 
vide  the  side  chapels;  and  the  excessive 
height  of  the  choir  which  has  no  tri- 
forium,  only  a  balustrade  just  before 
the  clerestory  windows.  The  central 
tower  is  wonderfully  fine  in  the  exte- 
rior ;  it  is  apparently  an  expansion  of 
the  plain  Norman  lanthom  as  at  Caen* 
Some  of  the  painted  glass  is  in  the 
oldest  style;  diapered  patterns  in  a 
black  outline^  on  a  grey  ground,  "-i^ 

A  magnificent  cathedral  was  built 
at  Coutances  in  the  11th  century  with 
contributions  partly  furnished  by 
Tancred  de  Hauteville'and  his  6  sons» 
the  c<mqueior8  of  Sicily  and  Apulia, 
who  were  natives  of  the  diocese  of 
Coutances ;  "  it  was  consecrated  1056 
in  the  presence  of  William,  Duke  of 
Normandy,  9  years  before  be  con* 
quered  England*" 

Some  of  the  antiquaries  of  Noiw 
mandy  have  maintained  that  the  ex* 
isting  edifice  is  the  one  completed  at 
that  time,  and  have  claimed  in  con- 
sequence for  their  country  the  in- 
vention of  the  pointed  style  in  the 
11th  century;  but  as  no  buildings 
either  in  W.  France  or  in  England 
were  constructed  in  that  style  untU 
ISO  years  afUr,  and  as,  on  the  con- 
trary, all  the  buildings  erected  during 
that  period  are  in  the  round  style; 
for  instance,  the  church  of  Lessay 
only  9  m.  ofiv  consecrated  1178; 
there  is  no  reason  to  concede  to  their 
claim.  The  evidence  upon  whidi 
they  found  it  is,  that  the  Lwre  Noir^ 
(a  mere  account  of  the  advowsons  of 
the  diocese,  compiled  1S50,)  makes 
no  mention  of  the  rebuilding  of  the 
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«^ weh  4ifter  the  1 1th  century.  Therfe 
«xistfl,  however,  proof  from  inserip- 
ttions  on  the  walk  of  the  side  eba- 
•pak,  that  sereral  of  them  were  dedi- 
e$ted,  and  theiefbre  probably  built, 
dn  the  latter  half  of  the  13th  century 
(1274),  and  it  is  aim  known  that  the 
:«huTch  waa  nearly  ruined  in  1856  by 
(the  army  of  OeoiSrey  d'Uareourt,  so 
4hat  it  mu$t  have  needed  serious  r»- 
•pain^  though  the  reeord  of  them  is 
-lost,  axeeuted  probably  aftxmt  the  end 
•at  the  14th  century.  —  {See  Mr. 
'  Knight*  Normandy. ) 
'  .  Fiom  the  top  of  the  fine  lanthom 
tower  a  view  .may  be  obtained  of  the 
*flea»  with  the  ihstent  isbnd  of  Jersey 
.on  the  W^  and  of  the  rock  of  Gnm- 
.viUe. 

The  CAnrcsi  of  Si.  Pierre  is  in  the 
-florid  €Kythic  s<^  of  the  15th  cen- 
•iury. 

The  steep  and  narrow  valley  which 
bounds  the  town  on  the  W»  and  is 
traversed  by  the  terraced  road  leading 
t6  Granville,  before  mentioned,  is 
erossed  by  the  remains  of  an  cmcient 
.Aqueduct,  consisting  d  8  perfect 
arches  and.  15  piers  supported  by 
buttresses^  called  Lee  PHierSf  which  is 
also  the  name  given  to  the  village,  or 
anburtv  in.  which  it  ^  situated,  \  m. 
out  of  Coutances.  In  most  guide- 
books and  descriptions  of  the  town  it 
is  called  a  Boaum  aqueduct,  but  its 
liointed  arches,  its  buttresses  with 
offiets,  and  coarse  irregular  masonry, 
<prove  clearly  that  it  is  not  so,  but  a 
work .  of  the  middle  ages,  probably 
monkifiL  According  to  Dawson 
.Turner it  was  evect^.in  the  13th 
eeotury  by  one. of  the  ^nofole  fiimily 
DePaisnel  (Faganell). 

Coaches  go  from  this  daily  to  St. 
;Lo(Rte.32.). 

..  Those  who  love  old  Gothic  ruins, 
father  for  their  picturesqueness  ^or 
■Bxefaitecture,  .will' be  repaid  by  an 
•xeursion  hence  to  the  Ai>bei/  of  Sam^ 
hye,  about  1 3  m.  to  the  S.  £.  It  may 
be  taken  on  the  way  to  Granville, 
making  a  d^onr  of  6  or  7  m.  A 
90od  road  now  (ia4I)  leads  through 


apleisihg but  IdUy  eouatry  by  MiBsii 
nil  I'Aubert,  and  St.  Denis  le  Guesl^ 
leaving  Mambfe  PEpUefi  \  m.  to  the 
rt.  to  Bonrg  d*Hambye^  a  scfttteved 
village,  with  a  small  but  clean  cabarelt 
fiiniisfaing  only  homely  fare, — coffee^ 
milk,  cheese,  amd  cider.  Tlie  old 
CagUe  of  Hambye  whoso  keep,  •  100  ft. 
high,  stood  on  an  eminence  towering 
over  the  Bourg,  and  of  which  Mvl 
Knight  found  one  tower  standing  in 
} 881,  is  now  (1841) -swept  away  to 
mend  the  roads,  an  instance*  out  of 
many  of  the  destructive  spirit  in 
France,  by  whiefa  so  many  nobW  or 
curious  edifices  have  been  levelled 
with  the  dust  in  the  eourse  of  the  last 
SO  years. 

It  is  a  pleasant  walk  of  1^  m.  from 
the  Bonrg  to  the  Abbey,  but  the  road 
•thither,  through  narrow  lanes,  is  pme^ 
ticable  only  for  li|^t  oars. 

The  litde  Abbey  of  Hambye  nestles 
in  a  retired  vidley,  Weltered  under 
picturesque  clitk  by  the  side  of  a 
trout  stream  (the  fiienne),  the  beau 
id^l  of  a  monastic  site.  The  roof 
and  -W^  end  are  gone^  the  ivy  iMgias 
to  ereep  up  the  mouldering  walli^  and 
destruction  is  advancing  apace,  yet 
there  is  much  beauty  in  the  narrow 
arches  which  enclosed  the  choir  rest- 
ing on  columnar  piers,  in  th«i  style  of 
the  15th  century.  Behind  them  are 
side  chapels  much  older,  having  round 
and  pointed  arches- in  combination, 
which  marks  the  period  of  transition. 
The  tower  in  the  centre  of  the  croflB 
rests  on  square  piers  which  become 
octagonal  below  by  chamftring.  The 
convent  buildings  ore  now  occupied 
t)y  a  farmer.  The  Chapter  House,  a 
double  pointed  vault  elegantly  groined, 
resting  on  angular  pillars  and  entered 
by  a  fine  doorway  deep  sunk  in  its 
early  English  mouldings,  is  maw 
turned  into  a  woodhouse ;  it  should 
be  seen.  Hiis  abbey  was  founded 
by  William  de  Pbgnel  1145,  but  re- 
novated, or  probsA>ly  rebuilt,  in  the 
15th  century,  by  Joanne  de  Pagnel, 
the  hist  of  her  family,  who  was  buried 
in  the  church  with  her  hitsband  I^ouis 
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d^£«toiite^ill^  tbd  defelidelr  of  Moulit 
St.  Michel  against  the  English  (p.  94.-). 
Their  tombs  wefe  destroyed  at  the 
Revolution.    . 

About  5  m.  Iroxn  Hambye  is  Perd, 
cradle  of  the  earls  of  Northumberland. 
The  high  road  to  OranWlle  may  be 
rejoined  at  Br^hul, 

The  direct  road  from  CofntiiaQes  to 
Granville  has  no  intesest. 

19  Br^ul.  Trees  diminish  in  siie 
laid  number  on  approaching  the  sea, 
peeps  of  trhicb  and  the  Island  of 
Chaussey  are  seen  at  intervals.  The 
entrance  to  Granville  is  by  a  steep 
descent,  excavated  partly  through  a 
deep  hollow  way  \  on  the  rt  a  natural 
wall  of  roek  separates  the  road  from 
the  sea-shore,  and  through  li  gap  cut 
ia  it,  access  is  afibrded  to  the  baths 
and  sea-shore.  In  front  rises  a  high 
liiU,  its  slope  cut  away  evenly  and 
levelled,  until  it  is  as  steep'  and  smooth 
as  the  roof  oi  a  house^  in  order  to 
ibrm  a  glacis  for  the  fort  on  its  top. 
A  bend  in  th^  road'presently  discloses 
to  view  the  lower  tovm  and  harbour. 
'  10  Granville,  Itnu :  very  bad,  H6tel 
du  Nord.  This  is  a  small  but  toler- 
ably prosperous  seaport  (7600  inhab- 
itants), chiefly  resorted  to  by  fishing 
vessels,  but  driving  some  commerce 
along  the  coast  and  with  Jevsey  (SS 
m.  distant)  and  Guernsey. 

Its  situation  is  singular,  buUt  in 
steps  or  terraces  under  a  rocky  pro- 
montory projecting  into  the  sea*  sur- 
xAounted  by  the  fort  wl^ose  presence 
restricts  many  of  the  buildings  from 
rising-  above  one  story  in  height. 
Under  the  shcdter  of  this'  eminence 
lies  the  little  port,  screened  by  it 
from  the  N.  winds.  A  new  town  is 
gradually  spreading  itself  aloo^  the 
low  margin  of  this  hoirbour,  and  up 
the  banks  of  a  stream  so'sraall  that  it 
is  generally  swallowed  up  in  soap. 
«uds,  and  contributes,  with  the  filthy 
libominations  of  the  town  Itself,  es- 
pecially at  low  vrater,  when  the  har- 
bour is  drained  to  the  lees  of  mud«  to 
produce  a  state  of  atmosphere  barely 
tolerable.     The  sombre  hue  of  the 


buUdingSf  whose  wallslure  daifc  gramte 
and  their  roofe  bhrak  slate,  renders 
Granville  on  a  near  examination  as 
Unattraottve  to  the  sight  as  to  the 
smell,  and  moreover  it  contains  no 
objects  of  interest 

The  stranger  desirous  to  rescue 
himself  from  mmii  must  repair  to  the 
noble  JPitr,  begun  iaS8  and  still  un- 
finished, enclosing  an  older  one  in 
its  much  wider  cirouit.  It  is  reef 
strongly  built,  so  that  guns  can  he 
mounted  f«  it.  The  tide  rises  and 
lalls  here  at  times  from  40  to  44  ft. 

Steamefa  go  hence  to  Jersey  (an  3 
hours)  and  to  St.  Malo  once  a  wedc. 
■  The  chureh  at  the  W,  end  of  the 
town  is  a  low,  gloomy  building,  chiefly 
in  the  late  flamboyant  style,  though 
it  has  some  round  arches.  It  is  of 
grey  granite^  even  the  capitals  of  its 
eelumns  being  worked  in  that  hard 
stone. 

In  order  .to  ascend  the-  hill  -abdte 
the  old  town  it  is  advisable  not  tt> 
thread  the  labyrinth  of  filthy  alleys^ 
steep  slopes,  and  stone  steps  which 
compose  it,  bu^  .to  issue  out  by  tiie 
road  to  Coutances,  and  then  scale  the 
steep  slope  no  iaxihtx  than  the  widls 
of  the  fort,  a  point  which  commands 
a  good  sea  view.  Close  under  the 
cli%  lie  the  btsths  (  Salon  des  Buns)  ttid 
reading  room,  which  canbeapproaidied 
only  through  the  breach  in  the  rook 
before  alluded  to,  leading  als6>.d6wn 
to  the  sands,  a  fine  taiooth  and  broad 
eScpanse,.  quite  shut  out  from  the 
town.  .  There  are  no  machines^  iar 
stead  of  them  bathers  are  enclosed  in 
oases  bf  canvas-  carried  in  tiie  &shvm 
of  sedan  ohairs,  and  they  must  walk 
into  the  water  thickly  clad;  the  la» 
dies  led  by  women ;  the  men  are  ban* 
ished  to  the  distance  of  4  m.  to  the  N. 

Though  Grenvllle  is  not.  a  par* 
tlcularly  st^oag  place  It  resisted  ef- 
factually  the  attack  of  the  peasant 
army  of  Vendeans  80,000  strong,  oft 
th^r  ill-fated  march  N.  from  the 
Loire  in  1793,  led  on  by  the  gallaitt 
Larocherjaoquelin.  The  inducements 
of  the  royalists  to  make  this  attempt 
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WM  the  hope  of  opening  a  communi- 
cation by  the  sea  with  England,  whose 
government  had  promised  to  send 
them  succour ;  and  to  secure  a  forti- 
fied place  where  they  could  deposit  in 
safety  the  women  and  children,  the 
sick  and  the  priests,  who  embarrassed 
the  operations  of  the  army.  The 
Vendeans,  being  destitute  of  artillery 
to  breach  the  ramparts,  were  unable 
to  resort  to  a  regular  siege.  The 
attempt  to  storm  the  place,  though 
conducted  with  the  most  dashing 
courage,  was  foiled.  More  than  once 
these  brave  soldiers  gained  the  ram- 
parts, sometimes  supplying  the  want 
of  scaling  ladders  by  sticking  their 
bayonets  into  the  chinks  of  the  ma- 
acmry,  but  as  often  they  were  swept 
off  by  grape  and  musquetry  firom  the 
walls  and  gunboats  in  the  harbour, 
until  at  length  they  were  forced  to 
retire  with  a  loss  of  1800  killed. 
Their  army  never  advanced  farther 
N. ;  this  was  the  culminating  point 
of  their  success,  and  from  henceforth 
they  were  compelled  to  retreat. 
During  this  attack  the  suburbs  of 
the  town  were  set  on  fire  by  the  re- 
publican commander  of  the  fortress 
and  burnt  down. 

It  is  a  very  pretty  ride  from  Gran- 
ville to  Avranches;  the  view  ob- 
tained from  the  height,  after  crossing 
the  wooded  dell  of  Sartilly,  of  the 
peaked  rock  of  Mount  St  Michel 
is  especially  striking. 

About  4  m.  N.E.  of  Sartilly  is 
the  ruined  abbey  of  Luzerne.  The 
chnreh  in  the  transition  style  is  tole- 
rably perfect;  it  was  completed  1178 
except  the  nave,  which  is  later.  The 
conventual  buildings,  turned  into  a 
cotton  mill  at  the  Revolution,  are  fast 
going  to  decay.  The  road  from  Sar- 
tilly is  wretchedly  bad. 

26  Avranches.  —  Iwm  :  Hdtel  de 
France ;  —  Hotel  de  Bretagne;  both 
tolerable. 

Avranches  (Abrancae),  a  town  of 
7869  inhabitants,  is  now  chiefiy  re- 
markable for  its  very  beautiful  situ- 
ation, on  the  sides  and  summit  of  a 


high  iiill,  the  last  of  a  widely  extend* 
ing  ridge,  rendered  accessible  for  the 
high  road  by  broad  terraces  carried 
up  its  steep  slope  in  zigzags.  The 
view  which  you  obtain  in  ascending, 
and  especially  that  from  the  little 
mound  on  the  L  of  the  road  before 
you  enter  the  town,  in  front  of  the 
Sous  Prefecture,  is  perhaps  the  most 
beautiful  in  the  N.  of  France.  The 
landscape  abounds  in  wood  with 
partial  clearances  of  well  cultivated 
corn  land,  through  the  midst  of  which 
winds  the  river,  flashing  in  glittering 
pools  until  expanding  into  a  broad 
estuary  it  meets  the  sea,  which  bor- 
ders the  horizon,  fiut  the  prominent 
feature  of  the  view  is  the  peaked 
rock  of  Mont  St.  Michel,  and  the  twin 
islet  of  Tomblaine  rising  grandly  from 
the  hem  of  the  waters. 

Under  this  mound  is  a  PubUe  Walk 
planted  with  trees,  formerly  the 
garden  of  the  arch^vSch^,  in  the 
midst  of  which  a  statue  of  General 
Valhubert,  a  native  of  Avranchesi 
who  fell  at  Austerlitz,  is  set  up. 

The  Cathedral  of  Avranches^  one  of 
the  noblest  in  Normandy,  and  the 
chief  ornament  of  the  town,  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  mob  at  the  Revolu- 
tion ;  its  site  remains  an  open  plat- 
form, commanding  an  extensive  view^ 
and  recently  named  Place  JBuet,  from 
the  celebrated  Bishop  of  Avranches. 
All  traces  of  the  church  are  swept 
away,  save  the  stone  upon  which 
Henry  II.  kneeled,  a  humble  peni- 
tent, before  the  Papal  Legates,  to 
make  atonement  for  the  murder  of 
Becket,  <*  which  had  affected  him 
more  than  the  death  of  his  own 
father  or  mother."  Afler  swearing 
on  the  gospels  that  he  had  neither 
ordered  nor  desired  it,  he  here  re- 
ceived the  Papal  absolution,  1172. 

There  are  some  portions  remaining 
of  the  old  ramparts  of  the  town.         • 

Another  point  of  view  'preferable, 
perhaps,  in  some  respects,  even  to  that 
above  described,  is  obtained  from  the 
Jardin  dee  Plantes, 

There  is  an  extensive  ISAUc  XA" 


Normandy.        BmJU  27*  —  lUbmt  Si.  MieheL 


99 


Irarif  hoe,  oontuniog  10,000  vo- 
lumes and  some  old  MSS^  among 
which  was  discovered  recently  a  copy 
of  Abe]ard*8  treatise,  called  **  Sic  et 
Non,"  published  1836  by  M.  Cousin. 

The  beauty  of  the  situatiouy  the 
salubrity  of  Uia  air,  and  the  cheap- 
ness of  living,  have  rendered  Av- 
nuicbes  a  favoui^^te  residence  of  the 
English,  who  form  a  considerable 
colony  here. 

There  is  a  way  practicable  with  a 
guide  on  horseback  from  Avranches 
to  Mont  St*  Hiehely  across  the 
sands  when  the  tide  is  out;  but  as 
there  are  two  watercourses  to  wade 
through,  beset  with  quicksands,  there 
is  some  risk  in  taking  it,  especially 
with  a  guide  not  perfectly  master  <^ 
the  line  of  route.  It  is  far  prefer- 
able to  go  round  by  Pont  Orson^ 
As  is  the  case  on  Lancaster  sands, 
the  rise  of  the  tide  here  is  so  exces- 
sively rapid  at  times,  that  a  fleet 
Jborse,  it  is  said,  could  not  outrun  it. 

^  going  to  Pont  Orson  and  Dol 
you  quit  Avranches  by  another  series 
of  zigzags  overlooking  the  bay  of  Can- 
cale  with  Mont  St*  Michel  in  the 
midst,  rising  above  a  beautiAil  Bare* 
ground  of  trees,  and  at  Pont  au  Baud, 
at  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  cross  the  little 
river  Selune. 

At  Louis  a  cross  road,  very  bad, 
turns  off  on  the  rt.  to  the  Mont  St* 
Michel  by  Ardevan* 

S2  Pont  Orson.  The  Croix  Verte 
cannot  be  recommended  as  an  inn  to 
stop  at,  but  it  wUl  furnish  a  horse 
and  car  for  5  fir.  or  6  fr.  to  go  to  the 
Mont  St.  Michel,  5  m.  off.  A 
good,  new  macadamised  road  thither 
will  be  completed,  1842,  it  is  said,  to 
replace  **  un  des  plus  affreux  chemins  " 
in  aU  France,  ^d  render  Pont 
Orson  by  far  the  best  approach  to  the 
mount.  It  passes,  through  Beauvoir 
and  near  Ardevan,  where  are  tlie  r&* 
mains  of  conventual  fiirm  buildings, 
anciently  belonging,  to  the  monks  of 
the  mount.  The  road  terminates  on 
the  maigin  of  **  la  Gr^v^**  i.  e.  the 
sands,   extending  §ox   many  square 


leagues  all  around  the  moant,  and 
left  bare  every  tide  for  4  or  5  hours  by 
the  sea,  which  interrupts  the  passage 
to  it  between  1  and  S  hours  near 
high  water.  ^The  distance  acroaa 
them  to  the  mount  is  about  a  mile ; 
the  driest  track  is  firm  and  perfectly 
safe  for  horses  or  carriage^  but  on 
either  side  are  quicksands,  which 
render  it  dangerous  to  diverge.  Then 
always  remain  behind  a  lew  pools 
which  would  reach  above  the  ancles 
of  a  pedestrian.  There  is  something 
mysterious  and  almost  awful  in  the 
aspect  of  this  solitary  cone  of  granite* 
rising  alone  out  of  the  wide,  level 
expanse  of  sand.  One  might  *"**g«"^ 
it  the  peak  oi  some  colossal  mountain 
just  piercing  through  the  crust  of  the 
earth,  but  deprived,  at  the  moment  ik 
its  appearance,  of  the  geological  fi»ree 
necessary  to  rear  it  aloft.  Slight  as  is 
its  elevation,  its  isolated  position  ia 
the  midst  of  the  sea,  and  its  heavoi- 
pointed  top,  render  it  the  promineni 
object  of  every  view  from  the  sur- 
rounding coast,  and  from  a  long 
distance  give  it  the  appearance  of 
being  much  nearer  at  tuind  than  it 
really  is.  On  approaching  it,  it  is 
found  to  be  girt  round  at  its  base 
by  a  circlet  of  feudal  walls  and  towers^ 
washed  by  the  sea ;  above  these  rise 
the  quaint)  irregular  houses  of  the 
little  town,  plaistered  as  it  were^ 
against  the  rock,  and  piled  one  over 
another.  Above  them  project  the 
bare  beds  of  rock,  serving  as  a  pe- 
destal from  which  the  lofty  widU^ 
high  turrets,  and  prolonged  butJ 
tresses  of  the  conventual  buildings 
are  reared  aloft,  surmounted  in  their 
turn  by  the  pinnacles  and  tower  of 
the  church  (now  bearing  a  telegraph) 
which  crowns  the  whole  and  Ibrms 
the  apex  of  the  pyramid. 

Not  inferior  in  interest  to  its  out- 
ward aspect  are  the  historical  associ- 
ations connected  with  this  shrine  of  the 
archangel  Michael  —  the  successor  bi 
Bel  and  the  Dragon— the  saint  of  higH 
places.  Holy  hermits  succeeded  to 
Pagan  priests  in  the  possessioa  of  this 
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Miiural  temple,  whiDh  Norman  dukes 
and  kings  iVirtlier  honoured  by  build* 
mg  a  ehurcb,  and  oenverted  into  a 
Ibrtreas  abnost  impregnable  in  ancient 
timesr  Henry  T.  here  effectually  re- 
asted  his  two  elder  brothers.  Here 
Henry  II,  in  1 166  kept  his  court,  and 
teeeived  the  homage  of  the  turbulent 
Bretcms,  whom  he  had  subdued  with 
a  strong  arm.  This  was  the  only 
fortress  whioh  held  out  for  the  French 
king,  when  all  Normandy  was  ower^ 
run  by  the  armies  of  the  conqueror 
of  Azineour ;  successfully  withstand- 
ing 2 -sieges,  in  1417  and  1428,  under 
the  brave  Louis  d*£stouteville.  The 
abriiie-  of  Si,  Michel  was  for  ages 
tisited  yearly  by  thousands  of  devotees 
from  far  and  near,  and  the  records  at 
the  convent  preserve  the  names  of 
more  than  a  dozen  royal  pilgrims  who 
have  repained  hitlier  to  prostrate  th«n- 
selves  as  penitents  belbre  it,  and  to 
load  it  with  their  bounty.  The  Re- 
Tolutiott  dispersed  the  ibenks,  inter- 
rupted the  |»lgrimage,  and  changed 
the  deitination  of  -tl^  building-  to  a 
Frlflon,  in 'which  300  aged  priests 
Kieve  immured  until  death  should  re- 
lease them :  not  but  what  its  prisons 
and  oubliettes  are<  of  fitr  greater  an- 
tii{uity«  Who  has  not  hekrd  of  the 
BMO  cage  of 'St.  Michel  (formed  of 
w«ed  hy  the-  way,  in*  spite  df  its 
qsrne)?'  Its  last  occupant  was  an 
mferttttiate  Butch  journalist,  who 
wu  seiaed  meet  unjustifiably  beybnd 
the  territory  of  ¥^iice,  for  having 
abused  .  the  ubsorupulous-  >  tyrant 
liMus  XIV.,  who^reato^the  Dutch- 
asanas -he  didtiie^Italian  prisoner  of 
tiie>irott  mask*-  St«  IVUcbai^s  Mount 
in  Ooram^lly  whieb  beats-  so  remark^ 
aUe  a  resCta^hUnee  to  this,  tbdugh  on 
a  «aialler  -scide,  was  oneof  the^for^gn 
dependencies  ^  the^bey.  •  -  - 
-"IW  entraaee  to  Moi^  St.' Michel 
10  kiy s  gates-one^ihin'^hn^ellier,  the 
fleeoBd.  flanked-  by- 8^  the  camo» 
«ith  vrhieb  the  -English  forces  af 
Henry  V.  imefft^ctuaUy  bombarded  the 
nbunt  in  14M,  -foing  frdm  them  atone 
baOs^  ft.  in  diamtfesr.     Nett>  this  the 


arms  of  the  knights  of  St  Miebd, 
with  a  lion  for  supporter,  are  seen 
carved  in  .the  wall :  the  third  gate  is 
prorided  with  a  portcullis,  and  within 
it  is  the  little  inn  (not  very  inviting ; 
crabs,  shrimps,  and  fish  may  be  got 
here).  The  town  (so  to  call  it)  con- 
sists of  one  narrow,  steep,  and  very 
inodorous  lane.  The  best  way  of 
ascending  is  by  the  ramparts,  turning 
to  the  rt.  after  passing  the  gate,  up 
a  succession  of  grass-grown  flights 
of  stairs  ^  hanging  to  the  side  of  the 
rock,"  provided  with  machicoulis  at 
the  side  to  annoy  an  enemy  below^ 
The  uppermost  gateway  leading  into 
the  castle-convent,  stands  midway 
across  a  fiight  of  steps,  and  is  iiaaked 
by  3  bartizans  or  turrets ;  it  **  is  very 
scenic  and  baronial,**  built  probably 
1257  J  but  the  chamber  of  knights 
and  princes  now-  re-echoes  to  the 
dank  of  clMiins  and  the  rattle  of  the 
shuttle  and  beams.  The  present  des- 
tinatioh  of  the  building  is  a  pnaon 
for  ordinary  criminals  and^  political 
offisnders.  For  this  reason  onlypartft 
of  it  are  accessible  for  minute  eic<* 
amination  of  strangers;  and  othera 
are  concealed  by  screen  partitions; 
The  formidity  of  d^vering  the  pass; 
port,  and  requ»tii^  adnussioa  of  the 
governor  having  been  gone  through 
at  this  gAte,  the  strasger  is  conducted 
by  dark  mysterious  vaults  and  pas^ 
sages,  up  and  down  gloomy  stairs,  to 
the-  Cl&Uteimi  the  most 'beautiful  part 
of  <(he  building,  «i^-8  gem  of  Gothic 
architecture^  •  umque  of  its  kitodi 
built  between  ISSO  and  1628,  and 
•  strangely  moresqiie**'  Towards  the 
Court  they  are  supported  by  a  doubla 
row  of  pointed  arches  restlug  on  thin 
granite  pillars,'  lettvttg  on  eiqwsit^ 
groined  •  narrow  •rault-  between'  the 
row».'  The  .pillar  of  one  arch  alter- 
nates vrith  the  point  of  the  next,  so 
as*  to  -aHow-a  most  graceful  carved 
volute  or^  sprig»  iasuii^  from  the  ca- 
pital <if  every  altamate  pillar,  to  be 
seen.  -The  8pan<feiiB  of  the  archdt 
are  filled  up  with  a  vegetative  ere- 
ation«  of  ft^iage^  sprig%  lowers,  garw 
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Vuids,  *  'sudh  BS  is  searoely  to  he 
quailed  say  where  for  fimciful  yiu 
nety>  .and  sharpness,  end  exeeUenod 
ef  execution ;  the  whole  is  sur« 
Doounted  by  a  corniee  of  flowers  and 
10  in  good  preservation.  It  .highly 
m^titg  to  be  draitrn  in  detail.  The 
a;r€hes  «id  earrings  are  of  soft  lime- 
slOne  brought  from  a  distance;  aU 
tjae  rest  of  the  buildings  ore  of.  gifa- 
nite^  and  the  roek  of  St.  Miehel 
Itself  is  of  that  6t«ne. 

The  Chnrch  of  the  convent  oonsiata 
of  2  parts»  of  diiferent  ages  aadstylesii 
The  Norman  nave,  in  the  massive 
atfle  of  the  1 1^  centary  <  1060)»  with 
sl^tly  ornamented-  capitalsi  and  a' 
ili^Mden  roof,  is  now'nseid  as  a  chapel 
&r  the  eonvietsi  The  •pointed  Gothic 
chonr  is  of  ibe  15th  century  (1452—* 
1521) :  —  tbe  v^onldvigs  of  the  aarchea 
ane  carried  down  into  the  reeding  of 
the  piers^  without  any  interruption 
of  isepitak.  •  The  arches  are'  closed  vp 
with  walls,  into -which'  ouriotts  Sorip- 
tmal  biss-rdieft,  sueh  'as  Adam  and 
£▼6  driven  from  Paradise,  Noihftf 
ask*  &c.;  St.  Michael  killing  the  dxatt- 
gon,  very  grotesquely  treated,  ali» 
Id  iski  'Wh&fUlts  s^vfporting  the  cen- 
tzal  towers  ha^iiig  ^ven  way,  owing" 
to  the  ii^ry  they  jreeeived '  from  a 
^^  the  last  of  6  or  Idccm^i^grationft 
trbkctig  at  di£%r0at  times  have  eon^ 
si»med'  the  libbey,  the  arofaeB  ef  the 
traxisept  (also  iNoarm8n)'are  steved; 
i||>  by  a  eempUetft^  framerroric'  of 
timber^tdpiwentthefoof  fii}littg#  : 

'  The  GhtmAM  dm  Chevattm,  biakxir 
tlie'doialersy&i  a  noble  haUf-or  i^ave'of 
4  %Bly  vaulted  .i6^e%.aiqptpertied.en  8' 
i»w»«f  pillars^  funkmMS9oxf»  98  ft  bl^- 
09.  Th^  d»te  of  rtta  >co||structioft  ii 
fl|iff>odiBdto«be'thel9llfeeii^iiry.  The. 
diApters^diie  lemghta.'  iji  the  oxMien 
of  St  Michel,  fqwIcM  1496/  by  th% 
bigvt  JbOi]^  XL^isbo  twice  repaked 
hiUlef^aa^yi^rki^  %ere  lidd4Qit.) 
TMa'  ia  now  ^IM  wHUl  -the  l4)oW> 
al  winch  the'  pristaiers  eve'ebn^JeUwi 
to.fferk.  Ia  SaUa  die  ^otitgoxovryf 
leyso^a'&lcr  Gothic  af^artmeat.     . 

-•Bemsl^  tiie.ehoirof  the. cteirdi a 


citfele  of  drfiralike  pilhurs;  set  very elese 
together^  with  cme  in  the  centre,  eup« 
ports  the  superincumbent  weight,  and 
forms  a  cnriotis  crypt.  The  view  from 
the  top  of  the  chmeh,  elevated  400  ft« 
above  llie  sands,  from' amidst  its 
florid  buttresses  and  pinnacles,  now 
miich  mutilated,  is  cunous.  The 
Kochers  de  Cancale^  on  the  coast  of 
Btittanyft  ii»  townof  Avranohes,  and 
the  neigbbouMng  rock  of  Tombelein^ 
Tumba  BtU,  <m  which,  as  well  as  on 
fit.  Miohael's  jrock,  the  god  J3el  wa4 
worshipped,  in  Pagan  times,  are  the 
most  con^ieuovs  objects ;  all  around 
ia  a  waste  of  sand,  inteE^)ersed  with 
pools  and  chwinels  of  rivers,  or  a  wild 
expanse  of  tossing  waves. 

Owing  to  the  short  stay  the  sea 
makes  around  the  walls  at  every  tide; 
uad  tfaie-|]ilIo<d(S  and  sand  banks  whic^ 
iatersect  the  sands,  the  castle  is  harcUy 
accessible  by'  a  boat»  and  from  this 
cireuwstanee,  and  its  ampiiibiouspost** 
tiott  changing  twiee  a  day  from  land  ta 
waler^  its  strength  as  a  Ifinrtress  arises^ 

The  Ckutkof  JPfn4or§on  (p.  93,\ 
now  entirely  swept  away^  was  ea> 
trasl^by  Charles  the  Wise^  1361»  to 
DuguescUnt  to  hold  as  a -frontier  pos^ 
agaitist  the  Englislk  -.  During  bis  abi 
ence  on  a  fose^iig  expedition,  how* 
ever,  it  was  vary  nearly  lost,  through 
an'  undeistatiding  between'  an  £n*^ 
glish  j^risonejTylleltoQ,  and  tbe  waitinf^ 
maids  of  -  DugMCsdin'e  ^  lady;  Th# 
ateemtit  was'di«bevered«  as  the  ex»my 
were^soiding  the:w4tts»  t^y.bis  sist^^ 
a^  stent  Amaaott,'Who^  Ofwerthrew  th^ 
ladders  into  i^ie'  ditch»  a^  ^l|e.  trea.^ 
clheroils  «aitiB|^m«di>  were  mw^  i^ 
in  so^ka  <nd  die^ned  in  the  river  t  r  \ 

The  rgramte'^nrd^of  JPontorson, 
partly  NenKuanj^  with  « transiUon  W^ 
;aBd»  andpowted  ehoir,  .eontfins^  ii% 
the  N.  ai8k!,;a  iwigukuf ^series  of  ^sarv-j 
Ulgs  in  s^iie,lrepresenti9g.thj^,Passioat 
-^•lust  'ISO  -mixtilKted  m  ^  lose  mu<^ 
qfibeit^  value.  •  -  .  -  •  '  rv 
>.  Thi»'  yivjer'  Cbi^isDon  eross^  by  -^ 
bvidgeft'en  quitting  PontorpafU  fo^ma 
the  boundary  between  Nprmandyand^ 
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Brittany.  A  fertile  and  very  pic- 
turesque country  succeeds,  well  wood- 
ed ;  in  feet,  one  entire  orchard,  the 
oom-fields  being  invariably  planted 
with  rows  of  fruit-trees.  A  last 
view  is  obtained  of  St  Michel  from  a 
lofty  hill,oyer  which  the  road  is  carried. 

The  caps  worn  by  the  women  here- 
abouts consist  of  a  piece  of  white  linen, 
bent  like  a  roo^  laid  on  the  top  of  the 
bead,  the  front,  or  gable^  turned  back 
in  a  sort  of  scroll,  exactly  correspond- 
ing with  that  seen  on  monumental 
effigies  in  English  churches,  of  ladies 
of  £he  15th  and  16th  centuries. 

19  D61.  '^InnB  :  La  Grande  Mai- 
son,  not  very  good,  homely  but  not 
dear;  —  Hotel de  N6tre  Dame. 

Doi  is  a  remarkable  town,  as 
bearing  thoroughly  the  aspect  of 
ancient  days  :  the  black  hue  of  the 
granite  of  which  ita  houses  are  built, 
contrasting  sometimes  with  splashes 
of  whitewash  dashed  over  them,  the 
heavy  projecting  gables,  the  arcades  of 
various  heighta  and  patterns,  running 
under  the  houses,  the  quaintly  carved 
granite  pillars  on  which  they  rest,  all 
give  a  peculiar  character  to  the  place^ 
and  otSet  some  good  bita  for  the  artist's 
pencil,  while  he  may  fill  a  sketch- 
book with  costumes  in  its  market- 
place. It  has  3,990  inhabitants,  and 
a  considerable  com  market  held  in  a 
desecrated  church  (des  Cannes)  dis- 
tinguished by  a  fine  flamboyant  W. 
^rindow,  and  a  Norman  nave. 

The  chief  building  is  the  Catkedrai 
(before  the  Revolution  an  episcopal 
see)  built  of  sombre  g^ey  granite, 
uniifbrmly  in  the  early  point^  style, 
except  the  porches;  that  on  the  S. 
leading  into  the  nave  being  florid,  and 
having  carvings  in  white  stone  like 
tho9e  in  the  cloister  of  Mont  St.  Mi- 
chel. The  arches  of  the  nave  have  deep 
mouldings,  and  rest  on  circular  piers, 
composed  of  a  group  of  4  columns, 
the  inner  one  towards  the  nave  being 
detached  half  way  up  to  the  roo^ 
#here  it  becomes  engaged  like  the 
rest.  The  choir,  more  ornamented 
tiian  the  nave,  but  in  the  same  style, 


has  a  square  E.  end,  like  the  English 
churches,  but  behind  the  high  altar 
is  an  open  arch  of  two  divisions 
separated  by  a  slender  pillar  admitting 
a  view  into  a  small  Lady  Chapel 
behind.  The  space  above  this  arch 
is  occupied  by  a  large  £.  window 
filled  with  old  and  good  painted  glass. 
These  are  the  most  striking  pointe  in 
this  church,  which  is  a  fine  edifice, 
worthy  of  attention  for  ita  similarity 
to  the  Gothic  of  England;  indeed 
naany  of  the  churches  of  Brittany  are 
said  to  be  the  work  of  English  ar- 
chitects. 

The  old  walls  of  Dol  remain  to* 
lerably  perfect,  wanting  the  gates ; 
many  of  their  flanking  towers  and 
bastions  are  surmounted  with  'deep 
machicoulis,  and  the  whole  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  deep  ditch.  A  high 
Terrace  walk  has  been  formed  on  the 
outside  of  this,  and  planted  with  trees. 
On  the  side  of  the  town  next  the 
cathedral  a  view  is  obtained  from  this 
walk  of  the  solitary  eminence  of  Mont 
Dol,  a  granite  rock  something  like 
Mont  St.  Michel,  only  rising  out 
of  the  dry  land. 

These  antiquated  fortifications  of 
the  15th  and  16th  centuries  were  de* 
fended  by  the  Vendeans  after  their 
retreat  from  Granville  against  the 
republican  army,  which  was  beat  off 
after  a  bloody  combat  of  15  hours* 
duration,  and  compelled  to  retreat. 

The  tract  of  land  between  Dol  and 
the  sea,  a  distance  of  3  m.,  is  chiefly 
m^rsh  gained  from  the  waters  by 
embankmente ;  very  fertile,  but  teem- 
ing with  miasma,  which,  however,  has 
diminished  of  late  from  improved 
drainage.  A  tremoidous  irruption 
of  the  sea,  reclaiming  ita  own  in  the 
beginning  of  the  17ui  century,  over* 
whelmed  this  district 

About  a  mile  outside  of  Dol  and 
\  m.  to  the  1.  of  the  Rennes  road  is 
one  of  those  Dniidical  stones,  so  com- 
mon in  Brittany,  called  Menhirs  (sec 
p.  105.)  It  is  known  as  la  Pierre  du 
Champ  Dolent,  a  name  which  probably 
marks  it  as  a  funereal  monument,  per- 
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haps  on  some  fieM  of  blood  or  battle. 
It  is  a  rude,  skittle-shaped  obelisk  of 
granite,  a  single-block  SO  ft.  high 
above  ground,  and  8  or  10  it  is  said 
bdow,  rising  in  the  midst  of  a  corn- 
field, and  surmounted  by  a  wooden 
cross. 

On  the  way  to  St  Malo  you  pass  on 
the  rt.  the  Mont  Dei,  a  granite  rock 
surmounted  by  a  telegraph  rising  out 
ef  the  flat  land  and  most  probably 
once  an  island  in  the  bay  of  Mont  St. 
Michel,  for  the  sea  no  doubt  once 
extended  thus  far.  Where  the  road 
reaches  the  present  margin  of  the  bay 
the  shore  is  lined  by  a  long  scattered 
Tillage,  composed  of  nearly  as  many 
windmiUs  as  cottages.  Not  a  boat 
can  approach  them  owing  to  the 
shallowness  <^  the  water,  although  the 
tide  comes  up  to  their  doors  twice  a 
day.  On  the  W.  shore  of  the  bay, 
however,  is  the  smsdl  port  of  CaneaU^ 
4,880  inhabitants — visible  on  the  rt., 
backed  by  high  clif&y  famed  for  the 
oyster  beds>on  the  Rockers  de  CancaJe 
below  them,  whence  Paris  and  a 
large  part  of  France  is  supplied. 

In  1758  an  army  of  14,000  Eng- 
lish, under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
landed  here,  but  after  fruitlessly  sum- 
moning St.  Malo,  which  was  found 
too  strong  to  be  taken  by  assault, 
they  re-embarked»  having  burned  a 
few  small  vessels,  and,  as  Walpole 
said,.«  The  French  learned  that  they 
irere  not  to  be  conquered  by  every 
Duke  of  Marlborough.^ 

28  St,  Mah-^  ( Inns  r  H.  de  France 
very  fair;  Table  d'hote  at  5,  2  fr.  SO 
eentrf  H.  de  la  Paix)  a  fortified  sea  port 
town  —  population  9981— may  be 
fliyled  a  little  French  Cadiz  firom  its 
position  on  a  roe]cy  island  (Vile 
d*Aron)  communicating  with  th^ 
mainland  by  a  long  causeway  called 
ie  SiUon-^  the  port  formed  by  the 
mouth  of  •  the  river  Ranee  being 
separated  from  the  open  sea  by  the 
Island  and  this  causeway*  The  town 
fills  the  island  completely,  so  that  its 
picturesque  walls  and  flanking  towers, 
turmounted  by  a   deep  cornice    of 

France, 


machicoulis,  rise  at  once  from  the 
water's  edge,  washed  by  the  waves^ 
and  the  houses  and  buildings  squeeced 
closely  together,  having  no  room  for 
lateral  extension,  rise  to  the  height  of 
five  or  six  stories  above  its  narrow 
and  filthy  lanes. 

The  tides  rise  here  higher  than  at 
any  other  point  in  the  channel,  viz. 
to  an  elevation  of  45  ft.  above  low 
water  mark,  and  the  harbour  which 
is  protected  by  a  stout  pier  is  drained 
perfectly  dry  at  ebb,  so  that  carriages^ 
and  foot  passengers  cross  it  to  go  to 
the  populous  suburb  St.  Servan 
(9984  inhab.)  in  places  covered  an 
hour  or  two  before  with  4  fathoms  of 
water.  But  a  solid  wall  of  granite 
has  been  recently  thrown  across  from 
St.  Servan,  with  lock  gates  in  the' 
centre  wide  enough  to  admit  steam^nr 
and  frigates,  so  as  to  retain  the  tlde» 
and  form  a  floating  dock.  This  will 
open  a  second  approach  from  the 
Rennes  road  to  St.  Malo,  across  a 
bridge,  to  be  thrown  over  the  lock 
gates.  A  sort  of  tSte  du  pont  is  in. 
construction  to  defend  it. 

The  harbour  is  lined  with  a  broad 
quay  running  just  under  the  town 
walls,  and  here  the  steamers  moor' 
when  the  tide  permits  them  to  enter. 
The  Toion  walls  afford  an  almost  un- 
interrupted walk  around  the  island, 
and  the  circuit  may.  be  made  in  |  of  an 
hour.  The  view  out  to  sea  is  varied  by 
the  little  archipelago  of  islands,  white, 
angular,  bare  rocks  which  raise  their' 
bristling  heads  around  the  roads  :  the 
larger  ones  crowned  with  forts  and 
batteries.  .  That  called  La  Conch^e  is 
occupied  by  a  strong  citadel  built  by. 
Vauban ;  and  Cisambre,  6  m.  off,  iS 
also  strongly  fortified.  The  smaller 
isles  and  the.  sunken  rocks  attached 
to  them  render  the  access  to  the  port 
diflficult. 

The  publid  buildings  are  of  no 
interest;  on  the  side  of  the  town^ 
nearest  the  Sillon  and  separated  front 
it  by  a  bridge,  is  the  old  castle,  which, 
together  with  a  large  part  of  the  fox^ 
tifieations,  may  have  been  constructed 
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la  the  16th  century  by  Anne  of  Brit- 
tany, who  placed  over  one  of  the 
^wers  this  inscription,  **  Qjui  qu' 
en  grogne,  ainsi  sera,  c*est  mon 
plaisir."  The  Church,  very  capacious 
and  much  modernized,  has  a  choir 
something  like  that  of  Dol,  and  a  new 
gaudy  Gothic  altar  from  Paris,  with 
several  marble  statues  worth  notice, 
i  The  sabbath  is  more  strictly  ob* 
^rved  by  the  Malouins,  and  indeed  in 
jprittany  generally,  than  in  most  other 
^arts  of  France. 

EngUih  service  is  performed  here 
on  Sunday,  i—  but  there  is  no  chapeL 
.  The  statue  opposite  -the  Hotel  de 
Ville  is  that  of  Duga^  Trouin  a 
native  of  St.  Malo  (born  1673),  and 
a  naval  hero  of  whom  the  French  are* 
yery  proud  "  parcequ*  il  a  chassd  les 
Anglais  sur  toutes  les  mers.'* 

The  illustrious  Chateaubriant  first 
^ew  breath  in  the  Ru^  ^^  Juifs, 
imdthe\^bbe  dela^ennais,  futhor 
c^  Paroles  d*un  Crpyanf)  was  also  born 
here,  »      .. 

^  On  the  sea  shore, by  the  side  of 
tiie  Sillon,  just  beyond  the.  castle,  on 
t^e.  rt.  of  the  road  from  Dol,  are 
Sea  haths  and  a  Subscription  H^tzding 
rpom,.  There  is  a  large  expanse  of 
sand  extending  at  low  water  as  &r  as 
a  little  rocky  island  Sn  front, «  well 
adapted  for  bathing,  but  unprovided 
yklth  machines. 

St.  Halo  flourished  during  .  the 
vrar,  when  it  was  styled  the  .'**  Ville 
^e  Corsaires  "  fitting  out  privateers  to 
prey  on  the  commercial  ships  of  Eng^ 
land ;.  many  )arge  fortunes  were  then 
made.    . 

'  The  best  view  to  be.  obtained  of 
$t.  Malb  is  from  the  half  niined  Fort 
4e  la  C(ti  (?)  situated  on  the  promon^ 
\f}ty  a  little  to,  the  W.  of  St,  Servan, 
teacbed  by  tHe  first  tummg  on  the  rL 
after  you  enter  that  suburb  frem  St. 
^^1^  Hence  bwxk  a  considerable 
elevation,  you  look  4own  upon  the 
^wn,  upon  the  singular  inlets  of  the 
sea  branching  out  into  the  land 
i^hich  form  the  harbour,  and  on  the 
^chipeJagQ  of  li^e  islands  grouped 


around  its  entrance.  Among  thenv 
the  islet  of  Grand  Bay  situated  to. 
S.  W.  of  the  town,  chosen  by  Qiateau* 
briant  for  his  last  resting  place,  and 
bestowed  upon  him  by  the  n^uniol^ 
pality  of  _  his  native  •  town,  if  eon^ 
spicuous.  His  fellow-citizens  .hav^ 
erected  a  tomb  on  it  to  contain  his 
remains.  Inunediately  beneath  tlMi 
spectator  on  his  1.  rises  the  towier  of 
the  SoUdor^  a  feudal  fort  60  ft.  bigh» 
with  flanking  towers  at  its  anglea 
approached,  by  a  draw  bridge*.  It.  il 
now  a  piison.  '         j 

Diiiffences  daily  to  Bennes  (  Boutft 
41),  and  Paris  {Route  35),  to  Bre«t 
(  Route  36),  to  Dinant  (  Route  41 ),  tc^ 
Dol  and  Caen.     (Route  27  and  31.) 

Steamers,  There  oanaot  be  a  more 
delightful  e;Kcur^n  tkm  that  by  th« 
river  Ran^  from  3t.<  Malp  te  JGMP40ti 
A  small  steamj^r  asofpds  fuy^  retymit 
with  the  ti^  dail;^     (Rwte  41.)  , 

Stecunfff  twice  a  week  to  and  from 
jersey,  where  they  correspond  widf 
the  boats  to  Southampton. 
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A  daily  communicatioa  is  kept  up 

j  by  diligeneest  but  with  intermptiQn% 

and  the  traveller  is  compelled  to  .wait 

i  3*  or  4  hours  at  a  time  for  the  cofwh 

whiclris  to  carry  him  on*  A  separate 

oonveyanee  runs  'from  Caen  to  J^a^ 

laise,  and  back  daily.     About  7  vtu 

from  CiMIk  ^^  2  or  3  to  the  right'<|f 

the  road,  lies  Fontenay  le  MarmkMii 

,  cradle  of  the  £unily  of  Marmion;    .'>  - 

21  Langannerie.     The  country  fev 

the  first  2  stages  is  barei  qpen,  an4 

monotonous,,  until  the  oastle  5of  Fai; 

laise  is  perceive^  on  the  it.  -nfiufg  fivfk 

;  of  a  .picturesque,  valley*    ' 

I  .  ^m,  short  of.  Fala^,  and  nearly 

'  2  to  the  1.  of  the  road,  lie  the  rodU  if 

\  St,  Qic^iOtn  sometimes.,«alled  Br^eh^ 

i  dif  J)iai^  a  rocky  gorge  ^Kmnded  b]^ 
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foveo&pieesr  piniUKieSy  ice.  It  is  com* 
pared  by  Mr.  TroUope  with  Cheddar 
elifis,  only  on  a  much  smalter  scale. 

14  Fakiise,  —  Inth  H.  de  Fiance  C. 
SIhis  anient  town  of  9560  inhabitanta 
oecupiies  the  aummit  of  a  lofty  plat- 
ioaa,  bordering  on  a  rocky  preoxpioe, 
or  Fabtit^  whence  its  name.  One  very 
poj^nlous  suburb  has  extended  into 
ibe  narrow  ravine  below  this  pre- 
eipiee;  and  another,  situated  at  the 
distance  of  1  m.  to  the  £.»  called 
Guibray,  now  riyalsthe  town  itself  in 
size  .and  population,  and  is  distin- 
guished for  its  fidrs  established  by 
Williaiti  the  Conqueror,  held  in  Au- 
gust. Falaise  is  a  dull  lifeless  town, 
at  presciut,  faarnng  only  one  object  of 
interest  to  the  passing  traveller-^ the 
CkuUef  one  of  the  few  real  Norman 
Ibrtresses  remaimn^^  in  Fraoee,  tire 
ancient  seat  of  the  Dukes  of  Nor- 
mandy, and  the  birthplace  of  William 
the  Conqueror.  It  is  a  grand  and 
pictUiesque  ruin,  occupying  a  oom- 
fiianding  posction  at  the  eltremity  of 
ihe  town,  where  the  platform  is  cut 
Ifito  a  narrow  proinontory  6y  gulUes 
#hich' isolate  it  on  S  sidea^  rendering 
It  a  plaee  of  great  strength,  until  the 
iHventioti  of  guupotwder.  To  this 
it  was  indebted  for  the  nine  sieges 
trhicb  it  had  to  ^dufe;  jTbe  ap- 
proach to  it  is  behind  the  modem 
Hotel  de  Ville:  witbin  the  eatterior 
Mliit  is  a  college  or  gtcamMit  udtodl, 
A  grassy  terrace  walk  along  the  ram- 
parts, shaded  with  trees,  lenids  to  the 
p<mjo4i  Keepi  an  oblong  square,  whoso 
w&Hs,  8upp«jrtedby>b^  and'  massy 
buttkiesses,  rke  abrvptiy  from  tb^ 
e^d  of  the  prectpitousr  rochs  de'Nor- 
ft>u.  It  is  no>w  a  mere  ^dl  partly 
liled  with  rul>bi8fa$  its  walls  .show 
trae^  <>f  berting-bontf  masonry,  and 
retain  «everal-rO:itnd  beaded  tripdowii^ 
of  2  rights  supporttd  oil  short  pillars* 
aad having  ekpltato'cmrrad  with  Riinio 
knots.  In  one  oomer  a;  little  cell  is 
4NM^n  ilk  trhich^  aMoidingita  the  tM^s 
dition,  the  Conqueror  was  bott» 
¥ibxh  -those  wifidows  ai^  raSoed  wklls 
)!pu  liook  do^p^n  into,  the  Val-d*\4m 


sb  called  ftom  the  smafi  stttsm  which 
runs  through  it,  crowded  witii  millsl 
and  taaneries.  It  was  while  gasing 
upon  this  scene  according  to  the  tra-i 
dition,  that  Duke  Robert  the  ftther 
of  the  Conqueror,  (like  Datid  of  old^ 
first  espied  Arlotte,  the  tanner**  faitf 
daughter,  and  became  at  ohce  •'  so 
smitten  with  her  chirms,  ihat  lie 
made  her  his  mistress,  and  o&ntinfied 
faithful  to  her  until  deatii. 

The  keep  is  surpassed  in  Ovation 
by  TcJbot^t  Unper,  a  cylinder  €/i  beau- 
tiifully  smooth,  and  pcNrfect  masonry, 
rising  beside  it  to  a  height  of  more 
than  100  ft.,  crowned  with  a  rim  of 
broken  machicoulis.  Its  walls  15  ft< 
thick  eiidose  a  winding  sftdr  I^din|p 
to  the  top,  and  a  well  opening  Snte 
eftch  of  the  S  vatflHeH  Morite:  -Th« 
ehapcii  is  oonreftecl'  into  a  powdef 
magazine.  This  tower  Is  stipposed 
to  have  been  built  by  ^'V^tliftilt  Tal- 
bot "  who  mm '  toM  •  <!^ardai  ^  of  the 
**  Marche  Normande,"  after  the  cap- 
ture of  Falaise  by  Henry  V.-,  be- 
tween 1418  sUdMIKsd.  Henry  as- 
saulted the  castle  from  the  top  of  the 
still  loftier  cliff  Mont  Mitat;  on  tht 
opposite  side-  of  tha  raitine,  where 
traces  of  his  entrenchments  still  re- 
main :  -tlieuege  I^ted  mora  thab.  4. 
months*  On  the  dtlier  side  of  the 
eastle  is  a  rdlc  of  sinolher  stege,  viz. 
the  breach  in-  ^e  wall  by  irhick 
llend  1W%  carried:  the  fortress  1^ 
assault,  after  7  days  of  ^annonada^ 
ml589«  ' 

,  The  cbunehesvre  hot  remarttablst 
A '  considerable  portion  of  die-  old 
town  titt2fe  «Bmahi  reaming  round  th* 
«dge  of  the  raxrines^  thfOtigb'  ^hich 
th«  stragigisr  Ima^  ranible  agreeafofj^ 
either  upwards  into  the  sulNirb  ii 
Val  d*  Ante,  the  birthplace  of  ithe 
Ckmqueror^s  mother/^bdlow  tiie  eastle 
k6epy«ar  iaspingoixtio^tbepiMurciiqtl^ 
**  I^yta  des  CordriidfB,''  tlxe-oid)' 
igate  remaining  perfiKJtr  be^y  ibilow 
Kba-dit^bctiM  of  thA-Ante'downn^flda 
'ttitfAsglb  ift^f  kMi«9and'We«tei(tlie 
ta<#»  -bn^  i;h#''d)lBiintedd«d  JE^Mte  'JH. 

JmuvKU.''^    ■  a.  J  '   . ,•■/  ..'-.1 
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Sect.  I. 


There  are  several  cotton  mills  in 
the  yicinity,  and  the  weaving  of  night- 
caps occupies  a  considerable  number 
of  bands. 

22  Argentan. — Inn,  Trois  Maures 
(?).  A  town  of  6147  inhabitants, 
on  the  Orne  surrounded  by  ramparts. 

23  Se^z  (in  Route  21 ). 

21   Alen^on  (in  Route  35). 

14  La  Hutte. 

9  Beaumont  sur  Sarthe. 

15  La  Bazoge. 

.    12  Mam  (in  Route  46). 

21  Ecommoy. — Inn:   Poste. 

1 9  Chateau  du  Loir.  — Inn :  Poste. 
The  Ceutle,  after  which  this  village  is 
named,  is  gone,  it  was  built  1080  by 
Robert  EveiUe'Chien  Due  d'  Anjou. 
The  cliffs  near  this  are  hollowed  into 
caves  serving  partly  for  houses  to 
more  than  100  poor  families,  partly 
as  cellars  for  the  richer. 
.    20  La  Roue  in  Touraine. 

21  Tours  (in  Route  53). 


ROUTE  31. 

^AEK    TO    RIKmS  BT    VIBE,  MORTAIK 
AND  FOUOXAES. 

171  kilom.  «  106  Eng.  m. 

2  Diligences  daily. 
.    The  road  conducts  through  some 
of  the  most  pleasing  scenery  in  Nor- 
mandy ;  at  first  it  ascends  the  valley 
of  the  Odon,  in  which  lies 

13  Mondrainville.  We  now  enter 
the  boeage  of  Normandy,  a  pleasing 
9oooded  district,  situated  about  the 
4x>urce  of  the  Orne,  Odon,  and  Vire. 

12  Villars  boeage ;  here  is  an  hos- 
pice founded  1366,  by  Jeanne  Bacon, 
Df  MoUay. 

14  M^nU  au  Zou£ 

1 9  Vire — ( Inn :  Cheval  Blanc,  not 
^ood),  a  most  picturesque  antique 
town,  (population  8,000,)  the  capital 
of  the  Boeage,  romantically  situated 
on  a  lofty  eminence,  bordered  by  deep 
ravines.  A  Norman  Ccutie  occupies 
the  extreme  point  of  the  promontory, 
naturally  inaccessible  on  3  sides  owing 


to  the  precipices  which  surround  it ' 
and  on  the  fourth  originally  separated 
from  the  town  by  a  deep  ditch.     It 
is  now  reduced  to  the  fragment  of  the 
tall  keep,  a  construction  of  the  1 1th 
century,  having  been  dismantled  1630, 
by  order  of  Richelieu,  but  its  ruins 
are  carefully  preserved,  and  surround- 
ed by  a  charming  promenade,  planted 
with  trees,  extending  over  the  site  of 
the  castle  courts,  and  forming  one  of 
the  chief  attractions  at  Vire.   From  its 
elevation  it  commands  a  view  of  the 
country  around,  and  especially  of  the 
two  vallies  beneath  it  called  par  ex- 
cellence   Les   Faux  de    Vire,  whence 
comes  the  word  Vaudeville  originally 
applied  to  the  merry  and  humerous 
drinking  songs  composed  among  these 
vallies  by  one  Oliver  Basselin.     He 
was  a  native  of  Vire,  and  owner  of  a 
fulling  mill,  which  still  remains  at  no 
great  distance  from  the  town.     He 
flourished  in  the  15th  century,  and  is 
reported  to  have  been  present  at  the 
battle   of  Formigny  (p.  80.).     His 
chansons,   chiefly  in  praise  of  good 
wine  and  his  native  province,  soon 
became  so  popular  over  France,  that 
their  name  was  transfeiTed  to  those 
truly  national  dramas  peculiar  to  the 
French  stage,  in  which  the  plot  or 
story  is  carried  through  chiefly  by 
songs. 

In  the  narrow  and  steep  streets  of 
Vire  may  be  found  many  specimens 
of  ancient  domestic  architecture,  well 
adapted  for  the  artist's  sketch  book : 
the  Church  of  Ndtre  Dame  also  is  a 
fine  building,  but  the  chief  boast  of 
Vire  are  the  walks  in  and  about  it« 
Besides  the  promenade  above  men- 
tioned, particularly  agreeable  are  the 
vKdke,  adjoining  the  fish  ponds,  fiuned 
for  their  huge  tame  carp  which  come 
eagerly  to  be  fed  by  the  stranger's 
hand.  The  terraced  paths  are  car- 
ried most  agreeably  up  the  hill  side 
amidst  thickets  and  plantations,. com- 
manding at  intervals  very  pleasing 
views. 

But  almost  all  the  vallies  in  the 
neighbourhood,  generally  shut  in  by 
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craggy  heights,  and  eopse-eorered 
slopes,  deserve  to  be  explored.  They 
ftbound  in  mills  of  paper  and  doih,  in 
which  the  doathing  for  the  French 
army  is  made.  This  gives  employ- 
ment to  half  the  Inhabitants  of  Vire. 
On  the  10th  Angust,  the  «  FSte  des 
drapiers  *'  is  celebrated  here,  and  more 
than  10,000  persons  assemble  under 
the  apple  trees  which  are  illuminated 
at  night  for  the  occasion. 

Vire  has  a  gastronomic  celebrity 
for  chitterlings  (andouilles),  and  for 
pastry. 

10  m.  S.  £.  of  Vire  is  Tinchebray, 
where  Robert  of  Normandy  suc- 
cumbed in  battle  to  his  younger 
brother  Henry,  1106.  This  victory 
secured  a  throne  to  the  one  prince, 
and  a  prison  for  life  to  the  other. 

13  Sourdeval. 

10  Mortain.  There  is  but  one 
poor  inn,  opposite  the  church,  which, 
however,  furnishes  a  good  dinner  and 
clean  bed. 

Mortain,  a  decayed  and  lifeless  town, 
occupies  a  position  nearly  resembling 
that  of  Vire,  and  at  least  equally  ro- 
mantic. Mr.  Knight  says,  *'  the 
leading  features  of  both  places  are  the 
same,  but  the  scenery  of  Mortain  is 
more  beautiful.  The  vallies  are 
narrower,  the  steeps  more  rocky  and 
betterwooded ;  the  river  at  the  bottom 
19  more  considerable,  and  a  wide  ex- 
tent of  distant  Campagna  is  seen 
through  the  jaws  of  the  ravine.  The 
whole  scene  put  me  in  mind  of  Italy, 
and  of  Tivoli,  and  the  cascades  which 
we  heard  from  above  and  visited 
afterwards  helped  to  keep  up  the  re- 
semblance.*' 

'**  You  descend  to  the  side  of  the 
old  CeuHe,  but  when  you  arrive  there 
you  find  it  a  most  suitable  spot  for  an 
eagle's  nest.  A  jutting  cliff,  only 
connected  to  the  height  by  a  narrow 
ledge  of  rock,  afforded  just  space 
enough  for  a  feudal  fortress.  The 
strength  of  this  fortress  made  it  once 
a  plaod  of  importance.  Here  direlt 
the  brothers  and  the  sons  of  kings  of 
England."     The  whole  of  this  vene- 


rable structure  has  recently  been  le* 
veiled  with  the  dust,  and  in  its  place 
now  rises  the  staring  modem  prefect 
iure. 

The  CoBegiale  Church  has  been 
groundlessly  pronounced  to  be  a  work 
of  the  year  1082,  when  a  church  is 
known  to  have  been  founded  here.  But 
the  only  fragment  remaining  of  that 
epoch  is  a  circular  doorway  leading 
into  the  nave,  pa  the  S.  side,  oma* 
mented  with  zigzags  and  saw-tooth 
ornaments,  the  rest  is  of  the  pure  and 
unmixed  early  pointed  style  of  the 
ISth  century,  and  the  clumsy  junc- 
tion of  the  new  wall  around  the  old 
circular  portal  is  very  apparent.  The 
arches  of  the  nave  rest  on  thick  short 
pillars ;  those  of  the  choir  are  nar- 
rower. 

About  a  mile  out  of  the  town, 
seated  in  a  secluded  valley,  is  the  Ab» 
heye  Blanche^  founded  1105.  The 
CAicreA  is  in  the  Transition  style, 
round-headed  windows,  alternating 
with  pointed.  An  early  pointed 
cloister  also  remains  tolerably  perfect 
but  the  abbey  is  now  a  manufactory, 
and  it  is  quite  uncertain  how  long  it 
will  escape  destruction. 

The  Cascades  of  Mortain  are  th^ 
finest ;  and  indeed  almost  the  only 
ones  in  Normandy. 

About  8  m.  from  Mortain  are  th# 
ruins  of  the  Abbey  of  Savigny,  b.  1 173, 
in  the  Transition  style,  but  partaking 
more  of  the  round  than  pointed  cha« 
racter. 

15  St.  Hilaire  du  Harcouet  is  the 
entrepot  for  the  agricultural  and  ma* 
nufacturing  produce  of  a  large  part 
of  Brittany :  —  its  markets  are  greatly 
frequented.  The  frontier  of  Brittany 
is  crossed  about  4  m.  to  the  N.  of 

1 1   Souvign^. 

16  Fougeres.  /nn»:  Poste(?);  St, 
Jacques.  This  town  was  once  a  fron-* 
tier  fortress ;  —  anciently  the  key  of 
Brittany  on  the  side  of  Normandy  % 
it  has  now  a  modern  aspect,  in  con* 
sequence  of  destructive  conflagrations, 
which  reduced  it  to  ashes,  in  the  last 
century^ 

F  3 


im 


jRouU  82,  **  jS^dt^yoL^.  ^V^ 


ojMHt*.  1^» 


.  Tb«  liuge  Oatikt  constructcMl  iathft 
loiter  end  of  the  13th  century,  still 
jBQipams  the  most  prominent  objeety 
surrounded  by  battlements,  and  sur^s 
jKNiated  by  two  tpw^ps,  butruisod. 
,  90  .St.  Aubin  du  Coroiier;  n^as 
this  Lia  Tremouille  gained  a  4eoi9iTe 
yictory,  in  1488,  ^ver  Francis.  II. 
Puke  of  Brittany,  the  Duke  of  Ox* 
leans,  afterwards  Louis  XII**  and 
others  .who  had  leagued  against  the 
(Drown, 

lO  Liffr^ 
;.    18  RsHKES,  (in  Route  35.) 


ROUTE  32, 

.MrrJKBX  'nOVh  U>  AVU  AYR4HCHKS. 

.^'  90  kilom.  wm  55)  Etig.  m. 
.   Diligences  daily. 
I   IS  Vaubadon. 

,' The,  road  traverses  a  portion  of  the 
extenttve  forest-  of .  Osdsy.  The 
gibbey  of  Ceriay,  one'of.  the  ^nost  con« 
siderable  in  Normandy  in  olden  time^ 
lies  on  the  rt.  of  the  road.  The 
f^hurch  still  etists,  an  early  Normaa 
building  of  the  same,  plain  character 
^»  St.  Stephens  at  Caen  (p.  73.)  .  It 
waci  founded  1030,  by  Robert,  Duke 
of  Normandy,  and  completed  by  hia 
pm,  William  the  Conquercnr. 

.21  St  J^-^Tiin.*  Grand  Soleil 
best,  but  far  from  good,  and  very 
Sirty. 

This  town,  named  from  St.  XjO,  or 
fjuadoBi  who  livdd  in  the  6th  cen- 
tury, jmd  came  from  tfaispaiit  of  Nor- 
inandy,  is  picturesquely  situated,  and 
its  Cb^A^ifro^  standing  promineiitly 
on  the  brow  of  the  hillj  ha^  an  im- 
posing. appfaranc€^  with  its  double 
towers  and  spires,  but  .as  a  building  it 
1^-  inferior  to  those  of  Bayeux  or 
Coutances.  .  Tl;ie  W.  end  is  florid, 
^  the  15th  century ;  it  has  three  fine, 
porches,  but  the  upper  part  is  defeo- 
tiye  and  irregular ;  and,  as  well  as  the 
^oir,  exhibits  marks  of  slovenliness 
if^  its  builder.  The  nave  is  earlier 
and  better,  in  the  pointed  style  of  the 


^th  century.  Outside  the  ChurcVi 
in  the  &  W.  angle,,  is  a  fine  stOQ^ 
pulpit,  with  a  pyramidal  canopy  oVei 
it.  Charlemagne  founded  heqe^  in 
the  9th. century,  the  once  celebrated 
Abbey  of  St.  Croix  j  but  this  building 
was  swept  away  at  the  invasion  of  thf 
Northmen,  and  the  present  Eglise  de 
SL  Croix,  a  very  curious  edifice  it| 
the  early  Norman  style,  does  not 
appear  older,  than,  the  11th  century4 
The  nave  arches  rest  on  {Hilars^  and 
the  S,  side  m  plainer,  and  apparentljr 
older  than  the  N.  Over  the  found* 
headed'  doorway  at  the  W'  end  is  a 
bas-relief  representing  St  Lp  re^ 
storiqg  sight  to  a  blind  womaO*  The 
adjoining  conventual  buildings  are  <k 
late  dateas>  they  are  now  converted 
into  f^  Stud  (haras),  for  in^roving  the 
breed  of  horses. 

$t.  Lo  id  chef  lieu  q£  the  Depart- 
ment of  X«a  Haoche:,  and  numbeit 
8,941  inhabitants;  it  btas  a  manuti 
facture  of  fine  cloth,  but  .possesses 
no  great  attraction  to  the  stranger. 
There  is  a  solall  terraced  platform;  to 
the  W,  of  the  cathedral,  called  PeiiU 
I^ace,  which  eommioids  a.view  of  the 
Valeofthe  Vire. 

.  JDUigeM^s  go  twice  a  day  to  Coa<* 
tances  (Rte*  27.),  passing  virithin  9 
jshprt  distance  of  HatUeviUe,  the 
humble  village  which  sent  forth  thtf 
bold  Baron  Tancred  and  his  siv  sond 
to  conquer  Sieily.cmd  Apulia.  On 
the  way  from  St.  Lo  to  Vire  (Rte.: 
31. )  lies  the  town  of  Torigny.  The 
building  now  used  as  an  Hotel  d« 
Ville  is  one  wing  of  the  CMifiau  of 
the  fiunily  of  IV^tignon,:  CQttat0>ji>l 
Torigni,  one  of  whom,  by  majfriaipft 
with  Louisa  Grimaldi,  became  Prince 
of  Monaco.  In  1793  the  buildiij^ 
was  turned  into  a  prison,  and  the 
park,  terraces,  and  gardens  sold  piece-^ 
meal. 

The  Chaired  of  SL  Lawreni  is  early 
Normap,  and  that  of  N6tre  Dame. 
retains  traces  of  the  same  style. 

The  road  from  St,  Lo  to  Avrancbes. 
lies  through 

17  ViUebaudon.    The  littWhumblo. 
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-village,  Percy,  was  the  cradle  of  the 
ancestors  of  the  house  of  Northum- 
berland. 

17  Villedieu  les  Po^es  derives  the 
adjunct  to  its  name  from  the  number 
of  coppersmiths,  who  drive  a  d^i^g 
trade  in  pots,  pans,  and  other  articles, 
which  the  French  call  dinandericte  -and 


quincailleries.  These  artificers  were 
originally  settled  here  by  the  Knights 
Templars,  who  employed  them  in 
making  decorations  for  churches. 
Here  are  many  furnaces  for  melting 
fhd  Qia^per,  and  mills  for  rolling  it  into 
sheets. 

9d  ^Avranches  (Rte.  27.)* 
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SECTION  11. 
BRITTANY. 

Introductory  Information, 

1.  Character  of  the  Country.  2.  People*  3.  Language.  4.  Celtic  Re- 
mains classified.  5.  Superstition.  6.  Churches,  Carvings,  Bone«houses, 
Kersanton  Stone.  7.  Connection  with  England.  8.  Chouannerie.  9. 
Books  to  consult.  10.  Tour  of  Brittany.  11.  Accommodation  for  Tra* 
vellers. 
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1.  There  can  scarcely  be  a  more  abrupt  contrast  to  the  smiling  land  of 
Normandy  than  that  presented  by  the  neighbouring  province  of  sombret 
poverty-stricken  Brittany.  Here  we  find  an  atmosphere  of  mist  and  mois* 
ture ;  and  a  soil  based  on  hard  granite,  best  fitted  for  heath,  furze,  and  broom^ 
the  very  broom  (genet)  which  supplied  our  first  Plantagenet  with  his  crest  and 
name.  In  many  points  the  country  bears  a  strong  resemblance  to  Scotland ; 
the  same  wide,  barren  moors,  the  same  deep  and  picturesque  wooded  dells, 
and  storm-beaten  coasts.  Here,  however,  are  no  grand  lofty  mountain  chains 
like  the  Grampians:  the  highest  ridges  of  the  Menez-Arr^  hills,  the  back<* 
bone  of  the  peninsula  of  Brittany,  rarely  surpass  1200  ft.  above  the  sea  level. 

2.  In  civilisation  it  is  behind  almost  every  other  part  of  France :  its  in* 
habitants  are  of  Celtic  origin,  speaking  a  language  of  their  own,  allied  to,  and, 
indeed,  essentially  the  same  as  the  Welsh  and  Cornish,  so  that  Breton  sailors 
landing  on  our  coasts  can  make  themselves  understood  by  the  Welsh  there. 
It  is  exclusively  spoken  to  the  W.  of  a  line  drawn  from  the  point  of  Finis* 
terre  through  Chatelaudran  and  Pontivy ;  the  "  Vrai  Bretagnc  Bretton*  • 
nante,"  as  Froissart  calls  it,  to  distinguish  it  from  "  La  Bretagne  Douce,** 
tvhere  French  is  spoken.  One  of  the  principal  objects  of  interest  and  study 
for  the  stranger  in  Brittany  is  its  inhabitants,  who  have  been  kept  distinct 
from  the  rest  of  France  by  position  as  well  as  difference  of  language. 

The  peasantry  are  almost  as  wild  as  their  country,  excessively  quaint  in 
their  costume,  broad-brimmed  hats,  and  flowing  hair,  in  some  districts  wear- 
ing trunk  hose  (bragons  bras  =  breeks)  of  the  16th  century ;  in  others  wrapped 
up  in  goat-skins,  like  Robinson  Crusoe,  a  costume  which  they  retain  as  it  was 
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banded  down  tram  their  ancestors.  They  are  usually  mean  and  snutU  in  their 
persons ;  coarse-featured  in  face ;  squalidly  filthy  in  their  habitations  \  rude  and 
unskilful  in  their  agriculture.  They  are  almost  unchanged  in  their  manneln> 
customs,  and  habits :  modem  innovation  has  not  entirely  rubbed  oflT  the  rust 
of  long-continued  habit ;  old  legends  and  superstitions  still  retain  their  hold 
on  the  popular  mind.  In  no  part  of  France  are  the  people,  both  of  upper 
and  lower  orders,  more  observant  of  their  religious  duties,  of  festivals,  fasts, 
&c. ;  nowhere  are  the  churches  so  thronged.  They  present  a  curious  picture 
of  a  primitive  state  of  society ;  and  if  a  century  behind  their  neighbours  in 
what  is  called  improvements,  they  are  at  least  not  corrupted  by  revolutions 
and  commotions, 

'*  There  is  much  picturesque  beauty  in  Brittany,  though  of  a  character  not 
80  imposing  at  first  sight  as  that  of  countries  moulded  on  a  grander  scale* 
Scenery  of  great  and  winning  loveliness  is  to  be  found  on  the  banks  of  tha 
Trieuz,  the  Lannion,  the  Chateaulin,  and  the  Ranee,  and  in  many  other 
secluded  and  scarcely  accessible  valleys,  where  the  '  broomie  kno,*  the  wooded 
dell,  and  the  rocky  cliff  alternately  border  the  brawling  mountain  torrent,  as 
it  flashes  along  its  stony  bed,  or  is  pent  up  in  the  still  pool  of  an  old  watef 
mill,  which  looks  as  if  it  had  stood  untouched  (as  it  has  perhaps)  from  the 
time  of  the  <  good  Duchess  Anne.'  The  quaint  and  antique  aspect  of  the. 
buildings  adds  much  to  the  picturesque  character  of  the  country.  Some,  aft 
in  Dinan,  Morlaiz,  Quimper,  &c.,  are  fVamed  of  timber,  with  projecting- 
stories  resting 'on  grotesquely  carved  brackets.  But  generally  the  bousea^ 
both  in  the  towns  and  villages  are  of  grey  granite,  with  massive  round  or  Ogee 
arched  imposts  to  the  doors  and  windows,  often  enriched  with  gothic  mould- 
ings ;  and  presenting,  from  the  peculiar  colour  and  grain  of  the  stone,  ail 
appearance  of  antiquity  even  in  buildings  recently  erected.  The  churches 
again  are  features  of  great  interest  and  beauty  scattered  profusely  over  the 
country,  and  many  a  ruined  castle  or  tower,  or  dilapidated  **  manoir  *'  with 
its  old  avenue,  huge  granite  portals,  round  turrets,  and  '  extinguisher '  roofs, 
recals  the  days  of  the  Breton  chivalry.  Add  to  these  characteristic  features> 
that  the  country  is  usually  very  intricate  and  thickly  wooded,  the  enclosureft 
being  small  and  surrounded  by  high  earthen  banks,  upon  which,  from  six  to 
ten  feet  above  the  level  of  the  road  or  field,  grows  a  close  phalanx  of  timber 
trees,  oak,  elm,  orasb,  gnarled  and  pollarded  into  grotesque  forms,  and  in-^ 
tercepting  all  view,  so  as  to  give  rise  to  constant  excitement,  as  the  scene 
changes  almost  at  every  step  that  the  traveller  advances." —  G.  P.  S, 

4«  Of  jincient  MonuTnentsof  different  ages  there  is  no  lack  in  Brittany,  and 
above  all,  of  Celtic  Remains ;  those  extraordinary  masses  of  rude  unhewn 
stones  whose  objects,  age,  and  uses  have  never  been  Satisfactorily  accounted 
for,  but  which  are  supposed  to  have  been  in  some  way  connt^cted  with  the 
religion  of  the  Druids,  and  their  number  would  prove  this  country  to  have 
been  the  chief  seat  of  that  mysterious  worship.  In  Great  Britain  we  possess 
a  few,  and,  above  all,  we  have  in  Stonehenge  a  more  stupendous  monument 
than  any  elsewhere;  but  in  Brittany  the  number  is  enormous;  almost  every 
wild  heath  possesses  one  or  more.  They  are  most  numerous,  however,  on 
the  storm-beaten  promontories  and  islands  of  the  W.  coast ;  especially  in  the 
Morbihan,  which  includes  the  wondrous  stony  array  of  Camac  and  the 
monstrous  granitic  obelisks  of  Lokmarieikerf  larger  than  any  single  blocks  at 
Stonehenge,  but  now  fractured. 

These  rude  Remains  are  of  several  different  kinds,  distinguished  by  thfe 
following  names :  — 

a.  Menfiir  {literally  long  stone :   Ir-min-Sul;  long  stone  of  the  sun)  is  a 
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lAoliolith  in  ihe  fonn  of  a  rude  «lKliik  iet  upright  on  one  end*  whose  hdgfat 
tnucfa  exceeds  its  breadth.  There  is  a  menhir  near  Dol  which  rises  SO  ftj 
9li0fe  the  gtoundi  but  the  largest  specimen  of  this  dass  known  is  at 
Plouarsel,  near  Brest;  it  exceeds  42  ft.  in  height.  Those  at  Lokmariaket^ 
tiow  laid  prostrate  and  broken  by  violence,  were  more  than  60  ft.  high,  and 
v^ere  thick  in  proportion. 

.    b.  Psu/fMn  (pillar  of  stone),  an  upright  stone  of  inferior  height  to  tha 
mehir;  the  single  stones  at  .Carnac  are  genendly  of  this  class. 

c  Dolmen  {^from  '' taal,'*  table,  and  "maen"  or  men,  stone),  in  England 
commonly  called  Cromlech,  is  an  arrangement  oi  rude  blodcs,  by  which  one 
or  more  upright  stones  are  made  to  support  a  horizontal  block  or  slab.  Some* 
times  Ihey  nearly  resemble  a  table ;  the  upright  stones  serving  merely  as  props 
or  leg^  and  are  called  in  French  pierres  levies,  or  pierres  couvertes ;  at  othen 
the  supporting  stones  are  wide  slabs,  so  arranged  as  to  fit  close  to  one  another^, 
and  so  lofty  as  to  allow  a  man  lo.wjJk  upright  beneath  the  horizontal  roofl 
Stone  which 'the)f  Htpport.  •  Kils  Coity  House  in  Kent  is  aninstaoce  of  this 
kind,  and  there  we  .odiera  jn  Cocow^ll,  but  ibay  are  far  inferior  in  size  to  those 
of  Brittany^.'^Jhicb  are  often  60  omSOft,  Iclkigt  The  French  sometimes  ssH 
them  "  ali^  couvertesif  . 

.  d.  Xistvaenin  simile sip  jtjbe  Dolmen,  inasmuch  as  it  consists  of  two  rows 
oS  upright  stones  suppf  iting  flat  blocks ;  but  the  stones  are  smaller,  and  the 
whole  structure  lQwe>*)md.^otager ;.  it  appears  to  correspond  with  the  '<  Hun«> 
nengraber"  of  Nort|p  iffOmany.  The  most  remarkable  example  is  on  the 
Asland  Gapre  Innis  near  laokmariaker. 

.  e.  ^9^/tU.is  .a  iinnulus,  barroV)..or  calm ;  the  largest  known  is  the  BtUte 
ie  Tumiac^iek  tbe  Ahoie  of  thetseftiof  Morbihau. 

.  These  Celtic  remains  are  not  confined  to  Brittany,  though 'most  numerous 
there ;  they  occur  almost  invariably  on ' some  flat  open  plain  at  a  distance  from 
the  hills,  in  situations  corresponding  wi4h  Salisbury  PJain  and  Bartmoor  in 
^England.  Brittany  appears,  like  our  Mona,  to  have  been  the  sacred  land  of 
the  Gauls,  the  centre  of  their- worship,. to  whicli  probably  the  various  nations 
imd  tribes  repaired  on  pilgrimage  at  stated  times  to  pay  their  devotions. 

Of  the  particular  destination  or  object  of  these  rude  elevations  in  general, 
or  of  tiie  individual  uses  of  the  dilferent  classes  enumen^d  above,  no  sati8i> 
factory  explanation  has  been  offered.  The  accuniulated  ranges,  the. long 
avenues  of  stones  of  Carnac  and  Erdevan,  amounting  to  thousands  in  numbei^ 
may  have  stood  in  the  place  of  tetnples  where  rites  of  initiation  and  purifi> 
nation,  similar  to  the  Grecian  mysteries,  may  have  been  performed.  The 
jupright  solitary  menhir  may  h^ve  been  a  symbol  of  some  individual  deity,  as 
the  sun ;  the  dolmen  may  have  served  as  an  altar  or  shrine,  and  the  galgal 
and  kistvaen  were  probably  monumental.  Equally  unexplained  are  the  me* 
chanical  means  by  which  a  rude  people  contrived  to  transport,  and  to  elevate 
one  above  another,  such  huge  masses. 

5.  Their  mysterious  influence  is  not  yet,  by  any  means,  effaced  from  the  mind 
pi  the  lower  orders  in  Brittany.  The  first  teachers  of  Christianity  in  this 
jregion  found  this  attachment  to  superstition  so  strong,  that,  after  in  vain  at*, 
tepcytin^  to  eradiqate  it,,  by  overthrowing  and  destroying  these  rude  stones^ 
.theyf^i^4^b^r  plan  to  that  of  engrafting,  to  a  certain  extent,  their  own 
faith  upon'tb^- old 'idolatrous  worship  of  stones  and  fountains,  converting  the 
dolmen  into  a  cHapel,  and  making  the  menhir  serve  as  a  pedestal  to  a  cmcifitv 
«H|iio]jr  \%  f  <^1lHy tf  y^do(Bft,eiffeq  to  tDie  present  day. 

The  influence  of  paganism  lingered  long  in  these  remote  wilds,  attachefl 

a  -j  ^••...    -^ ":  V    .^-       *      '     '.    -•  ..    '-^   .  ,    ■    ■-**■  -* 

4  \ 


HRlTir^NT.    ,     ^sr^BfOkms^^ARtipmiL  -  Ug 


'^mitwmio  «idbk  ol^wtB:  iiidetd,tlR  mfaablbnttof  OuMMttti^ 
.teen  idolaters  until  witkin  150  ymim,  — 

I. .  fienoe  has  ariien  a  8tnh|^  jomble  of  Fsgaiiitm  and  Romanisa;  dm 
pilgruDagatara'UBde  to  fouhtaiiis  kf  theaowho  dmre  to  be  MlieiM  finis 
4oiaa  mtSadf^  by  {kouniig  the  holy  water  otov  the  c£fbcted  part :  cad  wuAbe  are 
<paid  ia  the  depth  of  nigfa^  to  some  solitarf  menhir  by  the  baarren  woman,  wbb 
'^pet  to  become  finiatfal  by  rubbing  her  boeom  against  the  hard  stone.  Some  «f 
f«bese  inanimate  ohfb^  aboafo  sapyowcdto  possess  vhrtue  to  «ure  the  diseases 
pf  cattle*  Heaths  diviniticB  weie  |»plaeed  by  saints,  of  irhioh  the  number  in 
-Bsittany  exceeds  that«f  any  other  part  of  Aonanist  fioropa,  movt  of  thwnt 
ere'  peeuliarto  the  country^  tbew 'names  being^unhnown  elsewhere^  and  thiAr 
jcnnonisadon  eonfeired  rather  by  the  popular  toiee  than  with  the  authority  of 
.the  Pope.  Almost  ^ery  chmrcb^  Imb  *its  •own  strange  legend,  and  on  lis 
•eaint*s  day  a  pilgrimage  at^Jhmkm  Is  celebrated,  when  indulgence  for  past 
4ins  is  obtained^  and  tiie  penitent  pilgrlmb  are  no  sooner  shrived  than  thejr 
iiegin  to  run  tip  a  fresh  score  at  £e  liotiMM  festivities,  which  follow  these 
assemblies.  .  These  pardons,  or  Tillage  festivids,  which  are  nearly  equtvaleat 
$»  the  Genium  Kirchweih;  the  Flemish  kirmes,  and  the  Bnglish  wMke,  deserve 
-the  atteofion  of .  stkahgers,  'from  ther<  illustrations  they  aflbrd  of  Breton  lift^ 
ananners,  and  costume.  ^  t 

6.  In  EooleMsHcal  MonumenU  Brittany  is  not  so  frell  Airmshed  as  Neg. 
^riaiidy,  but  the  architectufe  is  ef  a  diffierent  style,  -chiely  llbe  6orid  or  flam- 
4xiyant  Gotkicy  and<  of  a  mRieh  ilater^  period  r.  indeed,  eren  in  ardiitectui*, 
Brittany  seems  to  have  been  behind  the  r^st-of  the  world,  and  the  fashions  of 
imilding  only  reached  k  when  suphrsedMl  in  other  parts.  There  are,  indeed, 
Bomepecoliarities  in  *f  the  Bsetoar>  styte,^'  which  render  It  well  worthy  ^ 
nttention  ^  architects*  In  elabcfratenesi  and  pitofuseness  of  ornament,  in 
the -minuteness  and  delicacy  of  canrin^^  e^ljpecially  of  tho  foliage,  (for  tfafe 
iiigBEea.are  inferier^D  there  and  eecbfe  ilvoirdkesrin  Brittany  which  yield  to  few 
in  any  i^art  of  Europci  As  instances  may  be  mentioned  those  of  JFolgoat 
near  Brest,  SU^Foide  Uon,  which  is  remarkalAe  for  its  exquisite  spire,  T%^ 
^snec  near  Morhuz,  St,  Hethdt,  near  Bottiabeiian,  and  th»  «at6edral  of  NaiUH. 

The  department  of  Finisterre  is  the  quarter  in  which  churches  more  m^ 
pedidfy  aboiin^  'tod  it  is  4uttsrB9/prdlbBely'8u)i|>lied'  as  ILihcofai^irei  and 
miaay  of  the  village  churches  are  of  unusual  sice  afid  ribhnes^  / 

. .  Sevend  of  the  churches,  evenln  remote  situatwns,  sk  at  Su  Herbot,  aredeeoi- 
lated  intermiUy  vrtth  earvmgs  m-  ivood  and^  atone ;  loodldfts  still  exist  ^tit 
Seigoat,  &ci',v1iMfUgh  scarcely  found' ekewherte  on  the  continent :  painted  glaas 
ia^aSo  byr.nof  <l||pan8  unceranum.  These  very  gciTgeous^'cburches  of  Brittany 
araie.erectBd^rincipaHy  firo9[i'theendof.aidl4ih  t»  the  beginning  of  the 
16th  century. 

i  \FSMrmerlyelite  Aul«h-y«-ds  kndtevkn'soadsides  were  adorned  with  Cruc^xes 
of  mdst  elaboM&te  oxecution»  and  tomprisinij;  a  JSEiuitltude^  of  figures  ^  **  most 
of  them  suffemtf  by  the  Eevbliiiloif^  but  many  exquisite  examples  ;remai« 
fdsBost  as  perfect  u^  those  «f '^koogaiM  near  Brest)  St;  Th^gonec,  &c.,  and 
hardly  a  single  f>aidt  jof  kitersectaon  of  t^o  roadft  can  be  passed  which  k 
not  marked'  by  a /more  or  less  mutilated  cross,  oftentimes  restored  by  the 
ple^  of  the  present  gcneratun.'*^  Q,  P»  ,$*. 

.  Tlie  BaneJtoute  Or  jBbeHqiuAi^  will  be  constantly,  ibund  in  the  Breton 
diurchyards,  and  illustrates  a  curious  custom.  To  allow  c'the  rude  fore- 
fathers of  tlie  hamlet'*  to  repose  quietly  in  the  grave  is  opposed  to  the  ideas 
of  pie^  and  a£Fkction  in  these  rude  people :  afWra  certain  number  of  years 
the  survivors  are  requitect  to  show  their  remembrance  and  respect  for  their 
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INurents  and  relations  by  removing  the  sculls  and  bones  from  the  coffin  and 
placing  them  in  the  Ossuary,  —  where  the  former  are  arranged  on  shelvaHy 
;Open  to  the  yiew  of  all,  each  with  the  name  or  initials  in  black  paint  written 
(•cross  the  fleshless  brow.     There  is  a  curious  Reliquaire  in  St.  Herbot. 

One  cause  of  the  profuse  decoration' of  these  churches,  and  of  their  exceU 
dent  preserration,  may  be  referred  to  the  materials  employed — a  green  stone, 
peculiar  to  Brittany,  called  Kenanton  (St«  Anthony's  house),  remarkable  for 
the  facility  with  which  it  is  worked,  and  its  tenacity  in  withstanding  the 
-ureaiher.  .  Its  composition  is  not  exactly  understood,  but  it  is  supposed  by 
mineralogists  to  consist  of  mica  and  amphibole,  in  particles  minutely  dis- 
seminated. It  is  found  only  in  two  locidities,  on  the  W.  of  the  Roads  of 
Brest,  near  the  escarped  ro&s  of  Quelern,  between  the  river  of  Faou  and 
that  of  Landerneau.  It  is  regarded  as  volcanic,  both  from  its  composition 
and  because  the  rocks  adjacent  to  it  show  marks  of  dislocation,  causei  appa- 
rently by  its  intrusion.  The  weather  has  scarce  any  destructive  effect  on  it, 
even  after  the  lapse  of  ages;  and  its  peculiariy  bright  green  colour  gives  to 
a  portal  carved  out  of  it  the  appearance  of  being  cast  in  bronze. 

Of  churches  in  the  Romanesque  or  Norman  style  the  examples  are  few ; 
,  among  them  are  the  church  of  Dinan  and  the  chapel  of  Lamleff,  which,  after 
all  the  disputes  of  learned  antiquaries,  respecting  its  origin  and  great  age,  ia 
probably  merely  an  equivalent  to  the  round  churches  of  England. 

The  cathedral  of  Dol  nearly  corresponds  in  style  to  the  Early  English ; 
and  the  tradition  of  the  country  attributes  it  and  some  of  the  later  churches 
to  English  architects.  This  is  not  surprising  considering  the  long  and  early 
connection  between  Great  Britain  and  Little  Britain,  to  the  S.  of  the  Channel : 
jtrmoncOf  as  it  was  styled,  wliich  the  careful  researches  of  historians  and 
philologists  have  proved  to  have  been  colonised  by  natives  of  Britain  after 
the  sixth  century,  partly  during  the  Roman  dominion,  partly  after  the  invasion 
of  the  Saxons.  From  Brittany,  if  we  believe  the  native  traditions,  we  derive 
our  most  popular  romances,  our  nursery  and  fairy  tales.  Arthur  here  held 
Jiis  court  with  the  Knights  of  the  Round  Table ;  and  the  cradle  of  Merlin 
was  on  the  He  de  Seio,  a  low  sand  bank  in  that  stormy  sea  La^Baie  de  Tre- 


7.  Many  of  the  names  of  places  closely  resemble  those  of  Wales  and  Com* 
wall.  Brittany  also  has  its  Coumoucalle,  equally  celebrated  with  our  own  for 
.wrestling  matches,  still  held  annually,  at  which  the  true  Cornish  hug  is  said 
to  be  given ;  and  for  wreckers,  whose  infamous  trade  is  promoted  by  the  ever 
raging  sea  and  iron-bound  coast.  The  Droit  de  Bris,  right  of  <<  jetsam  and 
flotsam,'*  is,  however,  nearly  abolished  in  France  as  in  England;  and  the 
time  is  past  when  a  race  or  whirlpool  was  as  productive  to  a  landlord  as  a 
mine  or  fishery. 

English  armies  have  fought  and  bled  on  this  soil  of  Brittany ;  and  the 
chivalric  heroes  of  our  history,  Edward  III.,  Chandos,  Sir  Walter  Manny, 
were  opposed  to  no  unworthy  antagonists  in  the  Duguesclins  and  Clissons. 
In  the  castle  of  Elven,  Henry  of  Richmond  passed  15  years  of  his  youth^ 
though  a  prisoner,  yet  protected  from  the  vengeance  of  the  Yorkists. 

A  perusal  of  Froissart  will  be  a  good  preparation  for  a  visit  to  Brittany. 

8.  Brittany,  old-fashioned  in  all  things,  is  still  the  stronghold  of.  that  old- 
fashioned  virtue,  loyalty  to  its  sovereign ;  and,  besides  sharing  in  the  horrors 
and  glory  of  the  war  in  support  of  the  legitimate  monarch,  which  had  its  rise  in 
La  Vendee,  was  the  seat  of  a  hard-fought  contest  of  Its  own,  called  La  Chouaiu 
nerie,  from  the  cry  "  chou,  chou,*'  in  imitation  of  the  night  owl,  the  signal 
for  onset  among  the  Breton  peasantry,  originally  employed  as  a  sign  by 
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smugglers,  in  their  noctttrnal  expeditions*  Memorials  or  recollectioni  of  thesd 
struggles  will  foe  encountered  by  the  tniTeller  at  every  step. 
•  9.  Those  who  desire  full  information  respecting  the  antiquities,  custom?^ 
legends,  and  poetry  of  the  Bretons  should  read  Souvegtre*9  excellent  work» 
*<  Les  Demlers  Bretons,"  and  FremmviU^t  <<  Finisterre  and  Morfoihan."  For  its 
chuiches  and  Draidic  remains  consult  Merim^,  **  Sur  les  Monumens  de 
rOuest  de  la  France";  for  its  history,  Daru: — Mm  Cosielio*s  <«  Bocages 
and  Vines,"  A^s^  TroUop^s  ^  Brittany,"  are  interesting  English  works ;  and 
Mrs.  StoddarVs  <*  Tour  in  Brittany,"  will  repay  the  perusaL 

10.  Nekton  Timr  cf  Brittany, 

Brittany  is  accessible  to  travellers  from  England,  by  steamers  either  direct 
f^om  Southampton  to  St.  Malo,  a  very  good  starting  point,  or  from  South* 
ampton  to  Havre,  and  thence  by  land  through  Normandy,  or  by  steamer  to 
^lorlaix. 

The  traveller  coming  from  Paris  may  commence  his  tour  at  Rennes,  but 
the  capital  of  Bretagne  does  not  possess  any  of  the  characteristic  features  of 
the  province. 


Dol. 

St  Malo. 
Dinan. 
St.  Brieuc. 

rLanleff. 
•c  Faimpol. 

(^  Treguier* 
Morlaix. 

St.  Pol  de  Leon.  ' 
Fol^oat. 

Brest  dock-yard. 
Pointe  St.  Matthieu. 


fCarhaix. 
Folgoat. 
St.  Herbot 
Ch4teaulin. 
Quimper. 
Quimperl^ 
Auray. 

Caroac  and  Lokmariaker. 
[Peninsula  of  Rhuys.] 
Vannes. 
Roche  Bernard. 
Nantes. 


ChateauUn  (by  water ).^ 

1 1 .  Accommodation  for  travellers^  even  in  the  large  towns,  is  inferior  to  that 
of  the  rest  of  France ;  while  in  spots  at  all  remote  from  the  high  road  the 
iilth  is  most  disgusting,  the  fare  miserable. 


ROUTE  35. 

Paris  to  Rknxes  by  Versailles, 
VERVE0IL,  Dreux,  ALBM90N,  xmn 
Laval. 

355  kilom.s220  Eng.  miles. 

The  Brest  malleposte  goes  daily 
(3  places)  in  26  hours. 

From  Paris  to  Versailles  there  are  2 
railroads,  one  on  the  I.  the  other  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  Seine. 

a.    Chemin  defer,  Rive  Gauche,  1^| 


kilom.  3=  11^  Eng.  m.  Terminus 
outside  the  Barri^re  du  Maine  at 
Paris.  Trains  go  every  half  hour. 
Those  starting  at  the  hour  are  stop* 
ping  trains,  those  at  the  ^  hour  quick 
or  direct  Time  employed  20  to  25 
minutes;  with  stopping  train  35 
minutes. 

Before  issuing  beyond  the  line  of 
the  new  fortifications  you  see  on  the 
rt.  Grenelle  and  Vaugirard;  novt 
forming  a  town  of  about  6000  in- 
habitants, p[iost  of  the  houses  being 
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iCabavets,  the  retort  of  tb«  working 
classes  on  Sundays  and  fete  days,  and 
on  ^the  1.  Montrouge,  where  are  nu« 
inerous  quarries  of  building  stone* 

Beyond  the  Lines  the  railway  passes 
tiet^een  the  detached  forts  of  Vanvre? 
fnd  Issy,  a  Tillage  whose  name  is  tan- 
eifully  derived  from  a  temple  of  Isis  I 
In  the  Seminaire,  F^nelon  was  iuterro. 
gated  by  a  conclave  of  bishops,  styled 
the  Conference  of  Issv*  on  certain 
points  of  doctrine,  and  nere  the  Car- 
Ainal  Fleury  lived  kmg  in  retirement, 
«nd  died  1745. 

'  Rt  Vanvres.  The  CMtteaUi  formerly 
the  property  of  the  Condes,  built  here 
by  Mansard  for  the  Due  de  Bourbon, 
now  belongs  to  the  Ck>Uege  Louis  le 
Grand. 

5  Clamart  (stat)  The  yiUag8,'half 
hid  among  the  trees,  on  thf  1.  was  the 
retreat  of  La  Fontaine^: of  the  Abb^ 
Delille,  who  wrote  here  his  poem 
L'  Imagination,  and  of  Condorcet. 

Emerging  from  a  deep  .cutting  we 
traverse  on  a  lofty  viaduct  (Ppnt  du 
'Val)  of  2  rows  of  arches,  one  above 
the  other,  108  f^.  high  and  145  ft.  long, 
the  bosky  dell  of  Val  Fleury,  com- 
manding a  pretty  view  of  the  chateau 
•of  Meudon  on  the  1.,  while  the  ^ne  is 
perceived  on  the  rt. 

2  Meudon  (stat.)  A  little  on  the 
1.  lies  the  bourg  of  3000  inhabitants. 
Rabelais  was  cuV^*'  ot'  Meudon,  or 
Tather  the  income  of  the  living  Wks 
•bestowed  on  him  by  Cardinal  du 
Bailey,  for  it  is  believed  he  never  was 
in  orders,  and  he  certainly  never  per- 
formed the  duties  of  a  priest. 

"the  ChdtectUy  now  belonging  'to 
the  Crown,,  approachckl  by  a  fin^ 
avenue  of  4 ^rows  pf  lime-trees,  was 
6uilt  by  tixe  2nd  dauphin,  Either  of 
Louis  XV.  Louis  XIV.  said  when 
he  saw  it, "  Ceci  ressemble  k  la.  maison 
4*un  riche  financier  plutot  9u*a  celle 
d*un*  grand"^  prince,"  and  reifused -to 
^terit.  Jt' was  fitted  up  for  Marie 
Louise  by  Napoleon  1812.  The  best 
Uung  about  it  is  its  situation,  its  gar. 
gens  laid  out  by  Le  Notre,  hdt  late^ 
r9-aj^a9ged  on  a  more  modern  ^^ifii 


aad  its  lerro^  which  belonged  to  t^ 
older  chateau  constructed  by  Fhiliber|; 
Delorme  for  Henri  de  Guise,  .Car* 
dinal  of  Lorraine^  and  belonged  afters 
wards  to  the  Minister  Louvois.  It 
was  purchas^  by  Louis  XIV.  for  hip 
son  the  Grand  Dauphin,  who  die^ 
here,  but  it  was  pulled  down  in  1809 
owing  to  its  dilapidated  conditioii^ 
The  view  from  the  terrace  is  very  fine. 
The  late  Dms  d' Orleans  had  a  breed- 
ing stud  for  race  horses  here. 

The  Fdret  de  Meudon  is  a  favouriti^ 
h6liday  resort  of  the  Parisians.  Near 
tills  the  fktal  accident  occurred  on  tbl9 
railway,  when  by  the  fracture  of  the 
axle  of  a  locomotive,  several  of  the 
foremost  carriages  of  a  long  iraxa 
were  crushed,  thrown  upon  the  en* 
gine  fomace,  and  set  on  fire,  aad 
more  than  100  persons  w^e  buriH 
alive,  together  with  the  railway  csa6>- 
riages  in  which  they  were  .locked  upb 
in  the  space  of  about  ^  hour  in  Mi^ 
1842.  An  expiatory  chapel  has  been 
erected  on  the  spot  where  this  Cdtaf- 
trophe  occurred.  Another  cutting 
succeeds,  and  the  railway  passes  Undttt 
the  Meudon  avenue. 

1  Bellevue  (stat. ),  was  named  firotD 
a  villa  built  in  a  fowroonths  to  please 
Madame  de  P.ompadour^  but. pulled 
to  pieces  during  the  Revolution. 

Rt.  Sevres  (stat.)  contigiious  to 
BeHevue,  is  described  farther  on  (pj 
112.)  The  high  road,  and  the  Cheniin 
de  fer,  rive  droite,  now  run  parallel 
and  within  »  musket  shot  of  our  line. 

A  deep  cutting  through  part  of  the 
crown  forests  leads  to 

4  Chaville  (statj),  so  galled  from  a 
village  on  the  1. 

Jr.S^ir^J^  <«tat.)  . 

^  |[^^ai&«.  (stat.  in  t^  Avenue  de 
la  ]Vlairie.)  See  Galignai^i*^  Paris 
Guide. 

.  fb;.  Qhemin  de  Fery  Bive  Droite. 
Terminus  in  Paris»  Rue  St.  I4uiard 
k^,  the  same  as  the  St.  Germains 
and  Rouen  railways,  and  the  .three 
railways  use  the  same  line  of  raits  ju 
fiur  as'Clicfay.  -  Trains  every  half  hour 
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(ftUfppfaig),  and'  eirtfi^  hdiir  diMet; 
hem  7\  A.  Bf.  to  10 P.M.,  S9|  Idiom.  ^ 
§4  £ng.  m.,  time  in  going  SO  to  35 
aiinutes. 

•  After  eroasing  the  Seine  by  the 
?oat  d'Asnidras  (stat.)  beyoad  Cli^ 
ehy,  this  railway  turns  to  thd  1.  out  of 
the  St.  Germainss  line  to 

•  Goorbevoie  C^tat. ),  whose  largehar- 
rack,  buUt  by  Louis  XV.,  is  seen  on 
0te  I.  and  beyond  it  the  Arc  de  V 
Stoile.  The  avenue  leading  from  it, 
after  passing  the  Seine  by  the  Pont 
de  Neuilly,  branches  out  into  two 
roads  leading  to  Rouen»  the  upper 
«nd  the  •  lower,  4x>th  Af  whidi  are 
erossed  by  thtf  railway  beibl>e  reaching 

PuteauY  (stat.)  A  fine  view  is 
obtained  of  Paris  and  the  Seine  from 
this  part  of  the  Kne,  while  skirting  on 
the  rt.  the  flanks  of  Mont  Valerien 
(p;39. ),  now  converted  into  one  of  the 
citadels  of  Ptifis. 
t    Suresnes  (stat. ) 

St.  C!ie>tMf  (stat.) 
'  The  Boyal  Chteflu  built  or  altered 
by  Mansard  4br  the  Due  d*0rleans, 
brother  6f  Louis  XI¥.,*has  b&en  the 
scene  of  great  events.  Here  the  fatal 
Ordonnancesof  July  18SO  were  signed, 
which  lost  Charles  X.  the  throhe ;  here 
N«p»1«on,  like  Cromwell  before  him, 
laid  the  foundation  of  his  power  on 
the  memorable  19  Brumaire  (Nov. 
11,1 799),  by  expelling  with  his  armed 
grenadiers  the  council  of  live  hundred 
from  the  Onin^erte  in  which  they  held 
their  sittings ;  — two  of  the  most  mo- 
mentous of  the  Revolutions  of  France. 
It  was  a-fiivourite  residence  of  Marie 
Antoinette,  of  Buonaparte,  and  is 
now  occupied  every  summer  by  the 
present  roy^  family. 
'  The  interior  is  handsomely  Air- 
nished,  and  contains  some  paintinjgs 
^efly  of  the'  modern  French  school, 
Gobelin  tax>estry,  Sevres  vases,  &c. 
ITfae  finest  apartment  is  the  Sakm  de 
Man ;  the  mo^t  interesting  fisr  its  as- 
toeiations,  theOraA^wrie  already  men* 
tioned.  Bven  more  remarkable  than 
Ihe  Chateau  is  the  Pare  de  Si.  Chtndt 
Md«ut  by  Le  N6tre)  always  open  to 


the  publioy  and  i^<^  #oHhy  of  a  vijlt 
on  aceount  of  the  beautilbl  view  whidi 
it  commands  over  the  winding  Sein^ 
and  the- country  around  Paris,  for  its 
artificial  cascades,  and  its  water  works^ 
wfaioh  play  the  1st  and  Sd  Sunday  of 
every  month.  The  Orand  Jet  d^Ratt 
rises  from  the  centre  of  a  circular 
basin, '  at  the  extremity  of  a  long 
avenne  to  a  height  of  137  fr.  and  dis^ 
charges  SOOO  gallons  per  minute.  Th^ 
copy  of  the  beautiful  circular  temple 
at  Athens,  called  the  Lantborh  of 
Demosthenes,  should  not  be  passed 
unobserved.  In  this  part  a  fitir  is 
held  on  the  7th  September,  and  lasts 
3  weeks,  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
and  frequented  of  all  the  f6tes  neaif 
Pari*.      *  '     :  ■  ■       ' 

The  namlft-t^.  CSd^d  is  a  contrac* 
tion  of  St.  Clodoald,  grdhdson  of 
Clovis,  who  ^capM'  aKve  when  his 
brotbe#s  Were  murdetefi  t$y  thdr  un« 
ole  ^lothaireiT  by  Gliding  himself  in  4 
wood  %nd*ttyfng  as* a  hermit.  Tiere, 
in  the  Maisoh  d6  Gondi,  Henri  TIL 
was  assassinated,  by  Jaques  Clement 
1589,  while  his  army,  united  with 
that  of  Henri  of  Navarre^  were  eni 
camped  on  these  heights  prepitfing  t6 
attack  Paris.  The  father  of  Lom^ 
Philippe  was  bom  here. 

The  railway  is  carried  under  a  part 
of  the  park  of  St.  Cloud  in  a  Tunnd 
more  than  1650  fi?et  long.  " 

Sevres  (stAt.)  Both  railways  have 
stations  here,  but  at  some  distance 
firom  the  village,   as  well  as  at 

Chaville(stat.) 

Viroflay  (stat.) 

Rt.  The  small  village  of  MontreuH 
is  the  birth-place  of-  General  Hoch^ 
who  commenced  life  as  an  under 
groom  in  the  royal  staUei^  and  ros^ 
to  be  commander  of  the  army  of  *thi| 
Mosede.-    ' 

Veriaiaet,  Terminus  Rue  Du* 
plessfs,  Boulevard  de  la  Reine. 

c.  The IRghroad^  Route RoyhhttfixS^ 
Paris  by  the  Barridre  de  Pas^.  The 
village  df  Passy  was  the  residence  itf 
Benjamin  JPranklin  1 768.     He  ^tf^ 
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pied  the  house  Na  40.  Rue  Basse, 
previously  Hotel  de  Valentinois.  The 
Abb^  Raynal  died  here,  1796»  and 
Bellini,  the  composer,  1834.  The 
road  runs  along  the  rfc.  bank  of  the 
Seine  through  Auteuil,  2  miles  further 
on,  which  was  also  the  residence  of 
many  eminent  men.  The  wise  and 
good  Chancellor  d*  Aguesseau  lived 
and  died  here;  an  obelisk  in  the 
churchyard  marks  his  grave.  Boi- 
lean's  house  is  still  pointed  out, 
Bue  de  Boileau,  18.»  and  Moll^re 
composed  here  a  great  part  of  his 
works.  Condorcet  and  Madame  Hel- 
vetius  had  also  houses  here.  The 
park  and  chateau  de  St.  Cloud  are 
conspicuous  on  the  hill  to  the  rt  The 
river  Seine  is  crossed  by  the  Pont  de 
Sevres,  a  short  way  before  entering  le 
Bourg  de 

1 3  Sevres  (population  4,000),  situ- 
ated on  the  1.  bank  of  the  river,  6 
m.  distant  from  Paris,  between  2 
hills,  the  hill  of  Meudon  on  the  1.  and 
that  of  St.  Cloud  on  the  rt.,  along 
whose  slopes  the  two  railways  to  Ver- 
sailles are  carried.  Sevres,  like  Faienza 
and^  Delft,  gives  its  name  to  the  china 
made  in  it,  and  for  which  it  is  prin- 
cipally known.  The  manufactory  is 
in  the  large  building  on  the  1.  of  the 
road,  erected  1755,  when  the  works 
were  transferred  from  Vincennes, 
and  purchased  by  Louis  XV.  It  is 
still  the  property  of  the  crown,  and 
employs  150  persons.  Admission  to 
see  it  is  given  by  the  directeur  M. 
Brongniart,  a  distinguished  mineral- 
ogist and  geologist,  to  whose  sci- 
entific researches  the  manufacture 
owes  much  of  its  present  perfection. 
Besides  the  show-rooms  filled  with 
objects  for  sale,  there  is  a  very  com- 
plete and  curious  Porcelain  Museum 
here,  consisting  of  clay,  earthenware, 
and  china  of  all  countries  and  periods, 
from  the  oldest  Greek  and  Etruscan 
vases  down  to  the  most  recent  pro- 
ductions of  the  nations  of  Europe  and 
Asia,  China,  Japan,  and  the  East 
Indies,  and  of  many  of  the  rude  tribes 
of  America.     Here  is  » series  of  all 


the  objects  made  in  the  establishment 
since  its  commencement,  marking  the 
change  of  fashion  and  forms;  also 
the  various  materials,  earths,  calcei^ 
colouring  matters  used  in  the  maQu- 
facture.  The  Kaolin,  or  white  clay> 
comes  from  St.  Yreix  near  Limoges. 
The  paintings  are  very  remarkable 
from  the  talents  of  the  artists  em* 
ployed,  (among  whom  Madame  Ja-' 
cotot  and  M.  Constantin  rank  highest,) 
and  the  skill  displayed  in  the  burning 
of  the  colours  gives  an  equal  pre* 
eminence  to  Sevres  ware.  Several 
pictures  by  ancient  and  modern 
masters  have  been  copied  in  the 
size  of  the  originals;  some  were 
painted  on  the  china  tablet  in  Italy 
and  sent  over  to  Sevres  to  be  burnt, 
and  again  returned  thither  to  be  re* 
touched.  The  Sevres  manu&cture 
is  celebrated  for  its  white  unglazed 
ware,  biscuit  de  Sivres,  the  white 
glazed  ware,  the  elegance  of  the  shape, 
and  the  beauty  of  the  painting. 

The  manufacture  of  painted  glass,  so 
erroneously  supposed  to  be  lost,  has 
been  revived  and  brought  to  consi* 
derable  perfection  within  a  few  years  ; 
also  the  imitation  of  precious  stones. 

The  park  of  St.  Cloud  (p.  111.) 
reaches  as  far  as  Sevres ;  there  are  2 
entrances  from  the  town. 

The  road  continues  between  the  3 
railways  as  far  as  Versailles,  and  enters 
that  town  by  the  Grand  Avenue  de 
Paris. 

6  Versailles.  —  Inn  :  H.  du  Re* 
servoir  and  H.  de  France. 

Versailles  is  described  in  Galig* 
nani*s  *'  Paris  Guide." 

The  road  to  Brest,  in  quitting  Ver* 
sailles,  passes  between  the  park  wall 
and  a  large  sheet  of  water,  called  Pidce 
des  Suisses. 

A  little  way  on  the  rt.  lies  St.  Cyr, 
converted  by  Napoleon  into  an  Ecole 
Militaire,  1806,  for  300  pupils  —  a 
destination  which  it  still  preserves, 
but  it  was  originally  founded  by  Louis 
XIV.,  at  the  suggestion  of  Madame 
de  Maintenon,  as  a  school  for  250 
young  ladies  of  noble  birth,  and  Man- 
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sard  famuihed  the  dengnB  for  it,  1686. 
Bacine's  tragedies  of  Esther  and 
Athalie,  written  for  the  pupils  of  the 
establishment,  vere  here  first  brought 
out,  in  the  presence  of  the  King  and 
Madame  de  Maintenon.  She  retired 
hither  after  Louia*s  death,  and  dying 
her^  1719,  was  buried  in  the  ehurdi. 
At  the  village  of  Trappes  the  road 
leaves,  on  the  1.,  the  route  to  Nantes 
(  Route  46. )» through  a  dull  country  to 

19  Pontchartrain. 

12  La  Queue. 

12  Houdan.  {Inn$ :  TEcu,  le 
Cygne.)  There  is  a  handsome  Gothic 
Giwreh  and  an  old  Tower,  part  of  the 
ancient  fortifications,  in  this  town  of 
2000  inhalntants. 

7  MaroUes. 

Hie  river  Eure  is  crossed  at  Cherisy. 

12  JDretMr*-- {/n»,  H.  du  Paradis) 
(Durocassis),  a  town  of  6249  inhabit- 
ants, on  the  Blaise,  a  tributary  of  the 
Eure.  It  was  on  the  plain  between 
the  two  rivers  that  the  battle,  known 
•as  la  Journ^  de  Dreux,  one  of  the 
bloodiest  in  the  French  religious  wars. 
Was  fought  between  the  Roman 
Catholics,  under  the  Due  de  Guise, 
who  was  victorious,  and  the  Hugue- 
itots,  under  the  Prince  de  Cond^  who 
was  made  prisoner,  1563.  The  Due 
de  Guise  shared  his  couch  the  ni^t 
after  with  his  mortal  enemy,  and  slept 
soundly  by  his  ude* 

The  hill  which  rises  above  the 
town  is  crowned  by  the  ruins  of  the 
CattiU  of  the  Comtes  de  Dreux,  which 
was  captured  with  the  town  ftom 
the  Due  de  Guise  by  Henri  IV. : 
the  remains  of  the  keep  tower  of 
brick,  of  a  handsome  Norman  gate- 
way, and  of  a  Gothic  chapel,  built 
1142,  still  exist  The  space  enclosed 
by  the  walls  is  planted  and  converted 
into  a  garden,  in  the  midst  of  which 
risesamodem  Chapd,  inthefi)rmof  a 
.  Greek  temple  surmounted  by  a  cupola, 
erected  by  the  present  King  wheti 
Due  d*Qrleans,  as  a  burial  place 
for  his  fiimily :— within  it  are  in- 
terred the  Duchesse  de  Penthievre, 
and  the  Princesse  Marie  of  Wurtem* 


berg,  the  aeeompliahedj  daughter  of 
the  King,  and  the  lamented  Duke  of 
Orleans,  heir  to  the  throne.  The 
King  has  recently  caused  to  be  eon* 
structed  a  tall  tower,  which  serves  at 
a  residence  when  he  vimts  the  spot : 
it  has  a  subterranean  communication 
with  the  chapeL 

The  Gothic  parish  tkurth  ot  etu 
thedral  not  very  larger  nor  of  good 
design,  and  the  H6tel  de  Ville,  a 
semi- Gothic  building  of  the  16th 
century,  containing  a  curious  chim* 
ney  piece,  and  a  bell,  cast  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  IX.,  bearing  a  re* 
presentation,  in  relief,  of  the  prooea* 
sion  of  the  Flambards,  are  said  to 
merit  notice. 

Rotrou,  the  tragic  poet,  who  pre* 
ceded  ComeiUe,  and  Philidor,  the 
chess  player,  were  bom  at  Dreux.  . 

There  are  numerous  manufiictures 
of  coarse  cloths,  serges,  &c.  in  the  ar« 
rondissement  of  Dreux. 

DiUgences  go  hence  to  Chartres  and 
Rouen  daily. 

11  m.  N.  E.  of  Dreux  are  the 
scanty  remains  of  the  Chateau  d' Anel^ 
built  by  the  architect  PhiUbert  De- 
lorme  for  Diana  of  Poitiers  out  of 
the  funds  funushed  by  the  liberality 
of  her  royal  lover  Henri  II.,  1552.  on 
the  site  of  a  castle  which  belonged  to 
her  husband  Louis  de  Br^x^  to  which 
she  retired  to  pass  her  ^widowhood* 
When  she  first  became  acquainted 
with  the  king  she  was  SI,  and  he  a 
youth  of  13,  yet  she  maintained  her 
inflaence  over  him  to  the  day  of  her 
death,  in  spite  of  the  Queen,  Cathe* 
rine  de  Medicis,  and  he  wore  her  cow 
lours— •  the  widow's  weeds,  black  and 
white  — to  the  last,  and  her  symbol, 
the  crescent  of  Diana,  is  conspicuous 
in  all  his  palaces.  She  was  buried  in 
the  Chapdj  which  still  remains  sui^* 
motmted  by  a  cupola,  but  her  mo<* 
nument  was  removed  to.  Paris,  1793, 
when  her  body  was  torn  firom  the 
grave,  and  lost. 

The  chateau  was  almost  entirely- 
pulled  down  at  the  Revolution,-  part 
of  the  fisifade  was  tmnspcnrted  to  Paris, 


ail  R.  S&s>M^y3^0H^^^IiAt^^YemeMa^:^1kn(^ 


1vheri#  it  has  Iwen'  r»«neted  at  -Ai 
'£oole  des  Baauic  Arts.  The  tiuab 
•re  pleasantly  ntnated  "^on  the  banks 
cf  the  Jkixe.  That  atnaom  traverses 
«  little  lower  down  1^  Piain  df  Ivr^y 
tihe  scene  of  one  of  the  most  decisive 
irifltoneagamed  by^Henril  V.  over  the 
armies  of  the  Li^ue,  .1.590,  compMd 
af>Fren6h  and  SpaniaRb  under  Ma^- 
fione. '  Heiirl*«  woMs.tcr  hisjsoldi^s 
heSate  the  battle  :  wet^, '  «  Je  veux 
jraiiicre  ou  moorir'  aveb  vous.  Gardes 
biai  Tos  rangs,  ne  peide*  point  de 
we  motl  pantiche  l^ane^  ^voos  le.trou* 
sores  tpujoufs  aii  cfaemin  dife  Phon^ 
it."      The-   monumental    obelisk 


erected  on  the  9pot  to  comfnemorate 
it  was  thrown  down  1793,'  but  re* 
etored  by  Napoleon. '  The  eh.  of  St. 
'Memi  near  Drenx-  is. a  fine  example 
of  the  flamboyant  style; 

14  Nonancourt. 
.   The  hotts6  in    which  Henri  IT. 
slept  the  night  before  the  battle  of 
Ivzy  is 'pointed  outr 

11  TUlidres  sur  Avre. 
'.    la  YemeuiL — Inn,  Poste;  Cheval 
31anc. 

•  This  interesting  old  t<yriti,  of  4000 
Inludntants,  contains  several  remark* 
^ble  specimens  of  Gothic  architecture ) 
^-*  the 'finest  being  the  Tour  de.  la 
Maddein^f  a  magnificent  work  in  the 
ifaost  giOrgedns  late  Gothic  style,  sur* 
mounted%y  a  stunted  spire.  Yerneuil 
in^os  onoe's  place  ofistrength ;  •^  undei* 
its  koiaUa,  jfladliL  partly  ^emain^  a  fine 
apecimeii  of  fortifi«aftiqii.&f  the  12th 
century,  was  fodght  a  faioody  battle 
in  14£4,  >tMft3^eeii  the  French  and 
£aglisb,  whidi^  after  two  d^ys  of  hard 
iind  uncertain  boniest,  terminated  in 
^tar  of  the 'Regent,  JDhrke-of  Bed<>> 
tfbrd^  and  wds  the  last  great  victory 
dbtained  by  him.  The  hravest  leaders 
and  most  efficient  troops  who  fought 
4m  th«  Ad»  of  the  Frenofai  #eKe  the 
SttAth,  Their  commanders,  the  Earl 
«f :  Douglas,  who  had  bSeen  created 
Duke  of  Touraine,  his  sdn,  the  Earl 
•f  ^whiia,  <aiadiwianyo(lier>  knights 
sreije  -slain. .  'Thenifinglisdti^^nny  was 
infiefioc:  in. nui&beis  «a  4h^  '<fenabiy. 


ytt  It  left  W6o  dead  on  the  ieU» 
.while  oil  the  side^of  the  French  theie 
fdl  4000,  including  Scotck  and  Ila. 
llanr  ^allies.  As  visual  tkt  English 
arehers  contributed'  mainly  to  <tlle 
victory. '  AttMched  to  the  portion  df 
thefoftificatioRs-not  yeiremoved;'i»ii 
.tiidl  toweif  90  ft.  high,  on.fiie  tnargiti 
of 'the  Avre,  called  in  7\mr  Gfnse,    '< 

The  road  by  Argentan  end  Falaise 
i^rfmcbes  off  here.  Route  39.  ) 

17  St.  Maurise. 

22  Mortagne.  (  /nA  ?  H:  de  Franibe. ) 
An  old  I'town  (4158  -inhab.)-  which 
claim^.to  tie  capital  of  la  Perche.  It 
iS'situated  inaeoinmaiiding  |^8tl£<ln 
.onra.hill,  surmounted  by  the  high  road 
in  a  series  of  zigzags^  In  order  tb  reach 
the  principal  square.  It  was  a  place  of 
^rength,  often  besieged,  and  suffered 
much  from  the  horrors  of  war.  Xhiring 
the  contests  of- the  League,  it  ^^ 
taken  pnd  pillaged  by  the  two  parties 
22  times  in  3^  years^  Parts. of  lis 
rampArts  remain*  Its  only  supply.^tf 
water  is  obtained  by  means  of  a  steaoi" 
engine  pump,  from  springs  at  tbe 
hottom  of  the  hilL  The  Gkur<^  is 
remarkable'  fillr  the'  pendants  in  tBe 
roof  of  its  nave. 

The  cetncas  umd  far  fiatwrn  is  made 
St  Mortagne,  besides  other  eoaifle 
«ioths,  ahd  some  porc^oin.  ' 
.  7  m..>K«  of  Mortagne,  at  Soligny, 
is  the  convent  of  Xa  3Va/7p6,  founded 
in  the  ISth  century;  'but  owing  its 
celebrity  to  tbie  sevener  rule  ^of  tlris 
order  enlbrced,  1666,  by  tlfe  Abb61a 
Roiictf,  'wtio,  after. leading  a  dissipated 
lifi^  in  •  bis .  yodth,  spctait' B7  years  ill 
■penitence  here,  "ami  cBed  >at  the  age  df 
T7.  It  was  su^ptessed  m^  bya  dhofife 
of  the  Assembl^e  Slationale,  and  its 
church  destroyed  with*  the  tomb  df 
La  Ranel,  but  the  nsbnks  weril  to- 
stbred  in  1814.*      • 

16  Meste  siir  Sarthe.  The  Sarthc, 
M  tdbutaryof  tlie  Loire,  is  orosscid 
faerec         ~   -  ' 

.    lO  MMI  Broost. 

13  Alen^'R  (imu ;  laPoste;  — 
H&tel  d*Angfeterre ),  chief  town  of 
the  depariBieBt.de -L'Omey  lias^a-p«- 
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^^latioii  ai  l^fiOO^  and  is  9  Armnl^ 
place,  situated  on  tbe  Sarthe»  near 
^  Junotian  of  the  .Bnante.  Its 
manufactures  consist  chieflyof  hempen 
IMid  Uiien<;loth8k  caUed  **  VoUa  d'Alen- 
fOit,*'  of  vhich  neariy  32,000/ pieces 
areaold  stntiuaUy. . 
,  TbemaluBgoflaoe^^Fointed'Alea- 
ifoa,**  estebl&hedihere  by  Colbert,  ibr 
'jrhich  tbe  tow'n  was: long  eekbrated, 
baa  soiv!  nearly  disappeared.  Cyder 
smd  perry  (poir^),  tbe  common  drink 
qf  the  country,  are  sold  to  a  oon* 
(riderable  extent,  in  casks  called  pipei. 

The  public  buildings  are  not  very 
remafiodile.  Tbe  Caiktdral  conwists 
0f  a^Gothb  oaTc,  biiflt  in  the  I6ih 
century,  baying  some  painted  g^ass, 
injured  by  a  storm*  1-881 ,  and  a  pulpit 
approached  by  a  stafrease  cut  in  the 
|Hor,  attached  to  a  plain  modern  choir. 
'The  crypt  beneath  the  church  6on- 
iidns  the  monuments  of  the  Dues 
d'Aleo9on  —  lately  opened. 
.  Thvee  b«ttlemc»ted  towers.  oC  tiie 
tdd  CaaiUe  are  incorporated  in  the 
iBOdem  B&td  de  VHU^  and  the  iVs- 
faehore  is  a  brick  building,  which 
MUee  belongsd  to  the  DucheaM  da 
rGuise.  r  , 

.  One  of  tbe  most  atrocious  of  tbe 
fifiYolu^onary  leaders,  Hebert,  Ih6 
^narehist,  editor  of  the  in&inous 
journal.  Fire  Duchesne,  was  a  native 
of  ^1^09011.  He  was  led  tren^bling 
and  wteping  to  the  soMAd,  to  which 
be  bad  condemned  so  many  thousand 
innocent  pecsonsi' in  I79S,  eiLhihiting 
m  hta  last  moments  the  most  «itiame 
Mwardi(5e. 

.'^  The'nalne  Diamanta'd'Alea^ou  is 
gtten-  to  the  crystals  of  smoky  quartz 
(rock  erystal),  £kind  in  the  neigh* 
boi»ring  granite  quarries;  where  the 
beryl  ^so  occurs.   . 

DUis/BMtei  ^  hence  to  T6urs  and 
Caen.     <R<)iute29i> 

11  St.  Denis.  The  river  May- 
enne  rises  near  this,  and  is  crossed 
abouft iy^ay  to 

•  13  PretEieii  Pail«  in  the  dq»ar^ 
ment  of  tbe  Hayeptie ;;  ,t&e  portion  of 
it  «ramse<J  by  the'jsad.  isaxdniary 


oonbtr^  unendosed  and  eovdadirili 
boaHi.  .  ..  .  » 

19  Le  Ribay. 

The  higb  road  to  Brest,  merely 
skirts  a  suburb  of  Mayenne,  leaving 
tile  town  itself  on  the  rt. 

17  Mayenne.  {Inns:  BeUeEtotle) 
r-^Tdte  Noir^X  A  town  of  10,000  iw 
babitants^  sitiuited  f  on  the  rt.  bank 
and  ^  on  the  1.  of  the  Maytsnne.  Itt 
manoiaetures  of  calicos^*  liaaa' 'dolfa^ 
and  tickens,  employ  800O  persons  i* 
and  around  the  town.  The  CoMde,  now 
in  ruins{,.is  a  picturesque  object^  on  th(t 
rt.  bank  of  the  river,  near  the  bridga» 
It  belonged  loathe  teigaem.  of  May* 
enne^  and  was  taken,  after  a  3  ^ontht^ 
siege,  by  the  English,  under  the.£a4 
of  iUaisbnry,  1434.  Manjr  of  the 
Streets  are  very  narrow,  and  so  steep 
that  it  requites  8  or  10  oxen  to  dmw 
a  cart  hp  them.  .  l 

r    Laval,  chief  town  of  the  depart* 
ment,.  is  situated.  34  m.  >  S.  of  this. 

The  road  descends  the  valley  of  tMa 
Mayenne^  havifag  the  river  on  the  rt; 
but  out  of  sight,  to 

13  Martign^..  I 

17  Laval  i^^CInnsc  Tete  Nolr  :| 
-*-  Cour  Royak),  chef  lieu  of  <he  da^ 
partmeit  of  the.  Mayenne,  on  the  river 
Mayenne,  has  16,500'  infaabitanlBi 
The  old  part  of  the  town  consists 
c^. black  timber  houses^  ^eacfa  stdFf 
projecting  beyond  that  be)ow  it,  until 
the  gable  overhanga  the  street ;  -  bnC  A 
new  quarter  has  risen  on  6ie  W;;^ 
where  the  streets  are  wide  and  regidar* 
On  thert.  bank  of  the  river  elqse  t* 
the  old  lindge,)  the  Qaalk  of  the  seig* 
neur^  of  Ia  T^resAoiulle  rises  Irom'ia 
basement  of  rock, 'eh  'which  Its  lofty 
wall*  is  Raised,  flkriked  at  one  end  by 
a  maebuiolated  round  towes.. .  It  was 
built  in  tbe  13th  century,  and  iBi 
ClUpelxm  loond  archcjs  is  perhaps  of 
that  date,  but  there  are  many  lates 
ad(titions,  and  the  jambs  of  soma  of 
the  windows  lacing  the  inner  coorl 
retain  some  rich  ornaments  in  the  styla 
of  the  Renaissance  (15th  or  16th  cett>: 
tury).     It  is  now  a  prison* 

ISie   Os^i^dra?  presents  a.  singtt< 
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larity  of  ground  plan,  taking  the  form 
of  a  right  angle,  occasioned  by  the 
sloping  ground  on  which  it  stantk.  It 
is  a  curious- Gothic  edifice.  The  nave 
and  choir  (except  the  aisles  and  side 
chapels,  additions  of  the  15th  and  16th 
penturies,  in  the  flambojrant  style,) 
are  not  older  than  the  12tii,  The  E. 
end  is  square ;  the  porch  is  a  wretched 
addition  of  recent  times.  Under  the 
church  are  yery  extensive  substruc- 
tions and  crypts,  thrown  up  in  con- 
sequence of  Uie  slope  of  the  ground 
to  form  a  platform  or  pedestal  for  the 
building. 

St,  Vinerand,  a  church  of  the  15th 
or  16th  century,  has  a  little  painted 
glaaB. 

The  church  in  the  village  of  Ave- 
ni^res  adjoining  the  town,  built  1040, 
deserves  the  notice  of  the  architect. 
Its  choir,  in  the  early  pointed  style, 
is  surrounded  by  5  apsidal  chapels, 
and  2  others  open  into  the  transepts. 
Above  the  cross  rises  an  elegant  stone 
spire  of  decorated  Gothic  The 
church  contains  a  miracle-working 
image  of  the  Virgin.  The  architect 
and  antiquary  ought  not  to  leave  un- 
seen the  little  ruined  Church  of  Gre* 
noux,  2  m.  from  LavaL  It  is  destitute 
of  all  ornament.  The  structure  of  its 
masonry,  small  square  stones  with 
intervening  bonds  of  tiles,  mark  the 
fetyle  of  a  period  not  later  than  the 
9  th  century.  Within  it  is  a  monu- 
ment  of  a  knight  and  his  lady. 

Laval  is  essentially  a  manu&cturing 
town,  occupied  in  the  production  of 
linens  and  cottons,  (toiles,  coutils, 
damoises,)  and  of  linen  thread,  large 
quantities  of  which  are  spun  here.  A 
market  for  the  sale  of  these  productions 
is  held  every  week  in  the  Halle  aux 
TbOet. 

Laval  was  the  centre  from  which 
arose  the  royalist  insurrection  of  1792 
Called  Chouannerie,  either  from  4 
brothers  named  Chouan,  its  first 
leaders,  of  the  village  St  Ouen  des 
Toits,  or  from  the  cry  of  the  owl, 
imitated  by  the  salt  smugglers  of 
this  district  as  a  signal  to  their  con* 


federates,  and  afterwards  adopted 
during  the  struggle,  by  the  peasant 
guerillas,  to  announce  the  enemy's 
approach. 

One  of  the  most  glorious  victories 
of  the  Vend^ns  was  gained  in  October 
1793,  a  little  to  the  S.  of  the  town. 
Defeated  in  several  previous  combat^ 
and  driven  across  the  Loire  with  a 
large  republican  army  in  pursuit  of 
them,  their  enemies  believed  the  war 
extinguished.  Barr^re  announced  this 
intelligence  to  the  Convention  in  Paris  ; 
**  La  Vendee  is  no  more,  the  brigands 
are  exterminated,  a  profound  solitude 
reigns  in  the  Bocage,  covered  with 
cinders  and  watered  with  tears :  **<— 4>ut 
at  the  very  time  that  these  words 
were  bding  uttered,  Larochejaoque- 
line  had  carried  Laval  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonette ;  — then  turning  round 
on  hb  pursuers,  he  exhorted  his  brave 
bands  to  eflace  the  memory  of  theif 
former  defeats,  and  to  fight  for  the 
preservation  of  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren who  accompanied  them,  now  far 
from  their  homes.  Lescure  insisteil 
on  being  carried  through  the  ranks  oi| 
his  death-litter,  mortally  wounded  ashe 
was,  to  encourage  the  Royalists  by  his 
presence,  and  share  their  peril  and  toil. 
The  Vendeans,  obeying  the  appeal,  on 
this  occasion  rushed  upon  the  enemy 
inclose  column,  routed  thementirely» 
and  pursued  them  beyond  Chateau 
Gonthier,  with  a  loss  to  the  Republicans 
of  12,000  men,  among  whom  were 
the  redoubted  garrison  of  Mayenoe^ 
who  were  mostly  cut  to  pieces,  and  of 
19  cannon.  The  conflict  began  at 
les  Croix  de  Bataille,  2  m.  S.  of  Laval. 
So  precipitate  and  complete  was  the 
rout,  that  the  remains  of  the  republi- 
can army,  reduced  to  1 2,000  men,  were 
not  collected  and  reorganised  until 
12  days  had  elapsed,  and  not  before 
they  had  left  the  town  of  Angers  iA 
their  rear. 

20  La  Gravelle. 

15  Vitr6  {Inn :  La  Poste)  is  iti 
appearance  a  town  of  the  middle 
ages,  retaining  the  greater  portion 
of  its  feudal  fortifications,  high  and 
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thick  waQs  flanked  by  towers,  sur- 
mounted by  machicolations,  and  sur- 
rounded by  a  deep  ditch.  They  ap- 
pear not  hiter  in  date  than  the  15th 
century.  On  one  side  of  them,  but 
detached  from  them  by  a  ditch,  stands 
a  venerable  and  picturesque  Ca^le 
of  the  Seigneurs  de  la  Tremouille, 
now  converted  into  a  prison  and  fil- 
ing to  decay.  In  the  court  is  an 
elegantly  ornamented  structure,  half 
Gothic*  half  Italian,  supposed  to  have 
been  a  pulpit.  At  the  time  of  its 
construction  the  lords  of  the  castle 
were  adherents  of  the  Reformed  faith, 
and  the  inscription,  which  may  still 
be  read  around  the  console,  "  post 
tenebras  spero  lucem,"  probably  al- 
ludes to  the  persecutions  they  suf- 
lered. 

The  church  of  Ndtre  Dame  is  in  a 
style  indicating  the  decline  of  Gothic 
art  ;  attached  to  it,  on  the  outside,  is 
a  stone  pulpit,  and  within  one  of  the 
chapels  hangs  a  frame  containing  32 
smtdl  enamels,  probably  from  Li- 
moges. 

The  peasants  of  this  part  of  Brit- 
tany, wear  a  dress  of  goatskins  with 
the  hair  turned  outwards,  which  gives 
them  a  somewhat  savage  aspect,  and 
reminds  one  of  Robinson  Crusoe. 

About  H  m.  S.  of  Vitr^  is  the 
Chdteau  des  Rodurs,  long  time  the 
residence  of  Madame  de  Sevign^ ; 
her  bed -room  and  the  cabinet  where 
she  wrote  many  of  her  charming 
letters  are  pointed  out,  and  there  is  a 
fine  portrait  of  her  by  Mignard,  but 
the  Culture,  &c.  of  the  interior  has 
been  totally  altered. 

Near  Esse,  7  lieues  S.  W.  of  Vitr^ 
is  a  Druidical  monument  called  **  la 
Roche  Aux  F^es,"  consisting  of  j|43 
large  rough  blocks  of  stone  —  S4  up- 
right, supporting  8  others  which  form 
a  roof. 

The  Vilaine  river,  after  which  the 
department  is  named,  rises  near 
Vitr^  ;  our  road  runs  parallel  with  its 
course  as  far  as  Rennes,  crossing  it 
by  a  stone  bridge  at 

15  Chateaubourg. 


2  m.  beyond  this  the  road  paiaet 
dose  to  a  large  slate  quarry  excavated 
to  a  depth  of  more  than  100  ft. 

9  Noyal.  The  country  posiessefl 
little  interest. 

12  RxKNxs.  -—  Iniu  f  No  good  inn; 
— -moderilte  charges,  but  all  dirty; 
H.  de  TEurope,  H.  de  la  Come  de 
Cerf ;  — -  H.  de  Fiance,  near  the  Mes* 
sageries.  Thu  town,  fbrmerly  capital 
of  Brittany,  now  chef  lieu  of  the  de- 
partment of  Ille  et  Vilaine,  is  situated 
at  the  confluence  of  these  two  streamy 
and  contains  35,552  inhabitants.  Here 
are  few  antiquities;  the  town  has 
an  entirely  modern  aspect,  arising 
from  a  dreadful  fire  which  in  1720 
reduced  nearly  the  whole  city  to 
ashes.  It  lasted  7  days,  and  con* 
sumed  850  houses,  besides  nearly  all 
the  public  buUdings;  the  ancient 
and  solidly  built  clock  tower  crum* 
bled  to  pieces  on  the  third  day  cal- 
cined by  the  flames.  Tlie  public 
buildings,  of  a  date  subsequent  to  this 
catastrophe,  display  for  the  most  part 
the  bad  taste  of  the  18th  century. 

The  streets  are  uniform ;  and,  **  not- 
withstanding the  sober  and  gloomy 
hue  of  which  the  houses  are  chiefly 
built,  Rennes  is  rather  a  handsome 
city,"  but  dull.  Considerable  im- 
provements have  recently  taken  place, 
many  narrow  streets  have  been  re- 
moved, and  a  new  bridge  has  been 
thrown  over  the  Vilaine. 

The  stately  Palais  de  Justice,  in  the 
handsome  Place  du  Palais,  was  the 
parliament  house  of  the  States  of 
Brittany,  and  is  the  most  remarkable 
building  here.  It  contains  one  fine 
large  &ille  des  Fas  Ferdus,  and 
several  apartments  rich  in  gilded 
ceilings  and  stucco  ornaments,  Cupids 
bearing  festoons,  &c.  with  roofs  and 
panels  painted  by  Jouvenet.  Its 
date  is  1670. 

The  interior  of  the  modem  CoMe* 
dralf  «  recently  finished,  is  a  very  spa- 
clous,  lofty,  and  imposing  HaU  of 
Grecian  architecture;  the  principal 
aisle  having  a  richly  decorated 
vaulted  roo^  supported  by  massive 


118 


Bourn  36.  ~  Emnei^'Srea. 


^S^^IIi 


•Sid  vell-praptttidn^  fluted  Corln- 
Unkm  coltmuuk  On  the  whole,  the 
effect  is  striking,  but  not  at  all  eccle- 
tiasdeaX.**  MrA.S,  The  ancient  CbMe- 
dral  St.  Melaine  retains  a-Romanesque 
fOrcli  supported  on -engaged  pilkrs 
trffb.  curiousljt  earyed  capitals,  pro- 
bMy  of  the  I2th  centuiy .  The  tele- 
l^ph  on  the  top  ci  the  cathedral  is 
4Hie  ^  ^e  chain  eommumcallBg  be- 
tween Paris  and  Brest. 

There  is  a  Tery  handsome  modem 
S%eatre,  situated  in  another  respect- 
able square,  with  covered  arcades 
tround  it^  lined  Jvrith  shops; 
:  In  the  Hdtel  de  Ville  iaomg  the 
fiieatre  is  a  collection  of  pieturei^  re-' 
nAiV^  '  from '  the  damp  Mus^  in 
which  they  were  before  deposited :' 
Ibe  greater  part  are  of  little  worth. 
Ab  a  curioeity  may  be  cited  a  Judg^ 
nent  of  Solomon  painted  by  Kinff 
MenS  of  AnjoUf  but  much  injured, 
Med  {ind  £ngy  in  hue.  -  There  is  a 
lion  Hunt  by  Itnbena  ^?) 
s<  Here  li^  ai«o  the  Public  Libiaryoon- 
taining  90i9Qb  vohtibtt,  und'  many 
teke  MSSk?,  wmong  thete  &  charter  of 
Bon  Henry,  ctf  Tni^liuliare,  granting 
l^iids  ui  43paiii  to  DdgUestlin; 

-The  chief 'attrac^oir  df  Senses,' 
however,  is  its  PtMic  Wi4ks,  ^ttpecielly 
that  called  It  Mont  Tkdh&r,  pllmted 
with  fine  trees  and  «oiBffianditi(g  a 
l^eaflii%  v'v&y  otibrthe  tbwn  and  val- 
ley of  the  Yifaine.  A"  •  miserable 
iftiitue'  of  p^guetclin  has  been  sset 
vpi-in.it;  - 

..  Tlie  oilier  walks  Me  le-Maity  ex* 
ttndiag  ddwn  to  ^e  junei^ofi  of  the 
JUe  and  Vilain,  2(;t  Albtte^-  and     fe 
Ckttmp'de  Marsi    - 
..  One  of  the^eld  town  gates,  la  Poffe 
HankUis^  is  pfeeer ved  ^pi>06ite ;  'the 
liem  eathedral;  <he  mitttkkee  U  by^i' 
po&ited '  aiehy  and .  Ihe '  masotiry  in- 
cludes a  stone  bearing  a-Romaii  in^ 
8«ri{»li6nt^fedlcat«4'l^  the  town  of 
Repncv  <J2«do»M)  'to>  the  £mt>eror 
Gordian ; '  it  ^  19  lio  longer    legible. ' 
ThiPOUgh  thistgate  th&^'fmeient  duiies 
of.BrittsnyBO^f  their  lOteMli  entry 
mto  BMndb  ^  th^  tuiett&im,  but 


before  passing  it  fhey  swore  to  pre*' 
serve  the  Catholic  £uth  and  the 
church  oi  Brittany,  to  govern'  wisely^ 
and  to  execute  justice;  they  were 
then  conducted  into  the  church/ 
where,  after  2  days  spent  in  prayer» 
they  were  crowned  with  the  goldes 
eirdei^  and  girt  with  the  ducal  swdrdP 

The  manufactures  of  Rennes  are 
sail  cloth,  which  -it  supplies  to  the 
Frmch  navy,  and  some  table  linen. 
The]  butter  is  eiceDent,  especially 
that  of  Pr^valaye,  large  quantities  <n 
which  are  sent  to  otber  parts  of 
France. 

Rennes  has  a  communication  by 
Gsmofwith  St.  Malo  and  the  Chann^ 
on-  the  one  hand,  and  with  Nantes 
and  Brest  on  the  othet. 

Diligencta  daily  to  Paris  and  Bresl^ 
CR/  36.)  —  to  Dinah  and  St.  Malo 
(R.  41.}  —to  Caen  (R.  31.}—  Xa^ 
Nantes  (R.  41.} 


E0UTE96. 
EBimss  t6  BKxar. 

240  kiloitu  n  149  Eng.  m. 
MaSkpoaU  daily  in  18  hours 
DiUpwMM  daily. 
l(>Pao^« 

13  %14e.        ^  "^ 

14  La  Barette. 

17  Broons  is  Remarkable  only  a(» 
a>e  birth  place  6t  Bertrand  Dugued--; 
elii^,  the  great  csptaiii  df  iPlttnee  in  the 
ISth  -century*  fid  #as  10th  ehfid  ol 
Rc4i)ert  Duguesclin^  laid  reinark^bly; 
ill  favoured  to  look  upon;  H^  first' 
saw  the'  ligbf  hi  tlie  cttrtle  of  La 
Motte  BrOons,  ot  yhich  no  vestiges 
x«main,:but  the  ;^laee  where  it  -stded 
vs  marked  by  an'  avenue  of  tireesr-and 
a  l^wMntf  ereoted  it  the  <$Qdt  of  the^ 
department,  by  the  side  of  the  SKMu^ 
to  "Br^  abbiit  1  Vn:  out  df  the  town. 

13  Lftngbuedi^.      /'  "-.    * 

15  Lamballe  was  ihe^  chiefs  plac« 
o^  the  €6irft4  of  Pentlii^v^;  Hie^ 
castle  of  the  countss  waalredneed  4nd« 
dismantled    by   C^p^diiiAl -Ridielieu, 
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lei&f  to  pttnub  a  sebeifidm  scagneiir. 
l^e  Church  of  N6tre  DatM^  standing^ 
OB  'the  top  of  the  faifi,"  wbote  ito{»e  is 
Q0cupled  by  the  town,  was  eriginaUy 
tkercastle  ehaffeU  itiMl  ia'a  fioe<lOotbic' 
trailding.  Thick  -ajUiidiwiil  picts, 
surmounted  by  jsitpkais  in  bands, 
sup^rt Hk^  lantoee aiiehes of ihenaAre, 
vdAV^^  the  didbr  rnta  on  duateaM 
pillaly»  the  iurefaet  faifaff  snrnHn^ted 
by  &  dottbte  teObriuim  gaUesy.  '  It 
haa  a  woOdcti  roof.  ^  In  a  aide-aiale  is 
some  good  carvdd  wood-vork,  with^ 
decorated  and  flamboyant  traoery,- 
pethaps  the  renudni^'  of -a  roddloft. 
Sibrt  df  the  churdi  vas  not  built* 
imtii  1545; 

The  road  to  St  Malo  (R.  41.)  di^ 
v^Kgea  ftom  thi& 

.  <xl)inpse8  of  the  sea  -are  obtained^ 
o^  the  rC  before  reaching 

iZO-St^Brieue^Imi:  Croix  Bkuiche, 
de&nr  and  g^od;  one  of  the  best  on 
this  road :  dmner,  bisttlevf  whie,  bed, 
and  tea  for . breakihist,  4^fr»-  50  c' 

:  There  is  nothing  worth  notice  in' 
this'  town  of  1I,S82  itthabitants ;  it 
isrsUuiited  pn  theGouet,  asd  has  a- 
piBH  caUedO^gu^,  3  ».  lower  dcMm 
tiite  sta^mi^ranifted  with  m  long  quai, 
a&oateihlo-fbr  vesnis  6f'40d  or  500 
tpttSy  tel  unload  at.  On  the  top  of  « 
hilly.: promontory,  eomnianditig  the 
blpiicfau^e  of  the'  river,  stands  the 
nuaed  Tourde  Cet^wh  built  1S95,  to 
deftnd  its  etotranee,  bu)f  Uowii  up 
l-fi98,  t^BBi  the  trar'of  the  leagae»by 
order,  of.  Henri  IV*  Suds^  hbwerer, 
«Mthe::thiekne8s  of  the  wall,  and  the 
cihiereniDe  of  the  martar,.th8t  onefaaff. 
of  thi  eyUoder  reinains  standing,'  htw^ 
iiligtheftdtlpestai  whi|d  thetother  lies 
lAHiti^red*.  ibto-  «  fflMr  Irarge'«masae8'at 
its  ba^  as  ^  ML  Tbeiirss  a  pretty ' 
walk  from  St.  Brieucto  Lcgrx^ 
tlMee«c^  a-nararbiR  fidlrrae,'tm«Brsed 
b|r:a«mall  .tiabtttary  of  the  QooBt/ 

St.  Brieuc  was  taken  bytheCheu^ 
diui  in.the  Veiidi6in*xiar5^i79^ 

An  interesting  asti^pntfiab  ^aad^ 
ai^t^ctural '  ef£uibiob.<.to'.  *  I^fmloff, 
Bumpoll  5Dd. ,:  mKf^  made  fr^^hn  > 
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lis  Chatdaudien,  a'small  {own  wi 


the 

I«T  Gttinganip  (Hotel  des  Voy>' 
ageitrs)  is  a^ery^icturesque  town,  A» 
fisBted  in  Ihe  tale  of  the  Tirieuz,  which' 
abounds  tn  frfeasing  scenery  (790O' 
iidfatto').  Itfi)rniedpartoftheY^pos<^ 
noiiiDHs  of  the  Dues  ^  -Fsnthi^Tre, 
and  has  dessended  from  tbmsto  Xiouiv 
I^uHppew  Thestteef  their  CHetleyraxed*- 
to  the  eav^,  ii  eceopied  by  a'grote  oH 
trees,  and  seizes  as  a  promenade )  but^ 
fragmeatsrof  the  town  walls  remain.: 
Its  Chwehy.  surmounting  the  other^ 
boUdings,  part  Gothic,  part  in  the^ 
style  m  the  revival,  has  some  pectt-; 
liarities ;  Viz.  grotesque  heads,  pro-' 
jecting  from  the  ibaSis  of  its  piers. 

The  F<mkUf(B  de  Fhmb,  in  th€^ 
middle  of  the  place^  is  rather  an  ele^' 
gant  work  of  Italian  artists  in  the^ 
1^5th  century,  it  is  supposed. 

The  Che^  of  f^Hftre  Dam  44 
Orate,- S  m.  out  of  the  town,  is  well 
destfving  a  visi^  although  its  richT 
decorations  in  sculptured  tracery  aiid 
fibres  have  been  much  mutilatid« 
**  Its-  elegant  spi^,  flndy  propor- 
tioned pillart,^  ind  light'  arches,  are 
stUl  worthy  of  admiration ;  and  ranch 
of  the  groteBqt(e>'csrviiig;  whi^iiforiiftetf 
the  toomitfes  of  t6fe  -loivei  and  aisleSy 
may  siill  be  teeii.*^«M<2>dttc^.  |t  tt'tii' 
erected  intiie  14thoeiltiiry  by  Charles 
of  Blois;        • 

19  Belle  He  en  Teite.  ^ 

3iie  department  of  FtnistcTre  itt' 
La  Biste  ^Btetiigne^  the  'ancient  Ar- 
morica,  -is  eiiter^'  beibre  reaching     " 

.'  \^^~  ii»Uiia  ^  (^Itau  f  mtel  d0^ 
Pai&'$  >]|^teel(fle  Ffemsei  &  a  flourish^ 
ii^lit^  pbi^  4ffd^  fmvn  Of  8596  kihab,: 
pi^ub^ilely  teated-H^^i^valiey,  widef 
enough  oidy4ir<$ieiiaf(l  Hv«r^or^ti$ek-> 
'  which  NTuns  Dp  it,  lined  witik  .2  ^uaysF 
and  3<rbw8  otboiM/^1>ehind  whiohi 
the hillscise «tt«p  and woodj^ oti  ond 
'sidt,  on  iihe  other  gacdeiirv'«Rdtiroiiide^ 
'and  wood;,  the  ff^offoaiamid  atu| 
Ibeautiftd.^u.^^  J^biw^  'Ttofbck  rises 
sb^oBc  b^Mbpd  the:  bousM  as'  to-givv 
jrise  to  a  proverb  <<  from  the  gtrfUtt*: 
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the  garden,  as  tfaey  say  at  Morlaii/* 
It  u  only  6|  m.  from  the  sea,  and  is 
reached  by  vessels  of  considerable 
tonnage.  To  the  stranger,  its  chief 
attraction  is  the  unaltered  air  of 
antiquity  which  it  retains  in  its 
older  quarters,  such  as  the  Rue  des 
Nobles,  and  du  Fav6,  and  the  tho- 
roughly Breton  character  of  its  street 
architecture  and  houses,  over-hang- 
ing* the  footway,  each  story,  fronted 
with  an.  apron  of  slates,  more  nearly 
approaching  its  neighbour  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  way,  until  the 
inmates  of  the  garrets  may  shake 
hands.  The  grotesquely  carved  comer 
posts,  ornamented  with  figures  of 
kings,  priests,  saints,  monsters,  and 
bagpipers,  the  Gothic  doorways,  the 
sculptured  cornices,  would  enrich  an 
artist's  sketeh-book,  and  furnish  em- 
ployment for  many  days.  The  cos- 
tume of  the  people,  also,  is  thoroughly 
in  keeping  with  the  buildings ;  their 
pent-house  brimmed  hats,  their  loose 
Trunck  hose,  their  shaggy  locks,  hang- 
ing like  manes  down  their  backs,  are 
all  thoroughly  characteristic  of  la 
Bretagne  Brettonnante  (§  2.). 

Sad  havoc,  however,  has  been  made 
in  this  antique  town  by  modem  im- 
provements ;  and  the  outlet  recently 
formed  for  the  new  Rue  Royale,  by 
which  the  road  to  Brest  issues  out  on 
the  W.,  has  swept  away  a  crowd  of 
crazy,  but  picturesque  constructions, 
whose  loss  would  make  Prout  sigh. 
.  Two  small  streams,  descending  from 
separate  ravines,  but  uniting  above 
the  town,  are  arched  over  to  furnish 
space  for  the  market-place  and  Hotel 
de  Ville;  below  which,  expanding 
naturally,  and  partly  by  their  bed 
being  artificially  excavated,  they  form 
a  port,  lined  with  quays  and  lofty 
picturesque  houses,  resting  on  covered 
galleries  or  arcades,  called  Lances. 
Beside  these  quays  several  merchant 
vessels  may  usually  be  seen  lying  to- 
gether, with  a  variety  of  small  craft. 

The  churches  are  not  remarkable  : 
in  St,  Melaine  is  some  good  carved 
screen  work. 


The  Hotel  de  Ville  has  been  lately 
rebuilt 

Many  of  the  houses  in  the  Rue  des 
Nobles  (especially  the  staircase  of  one 
high  up  on  the  right  hand)  deserve 
notice ;  they  are  richly  ornamented  in 
the  flamboyant  style. 

The  Gothic  fountain  of  the  Car- 
melites, and  the  ruined  Ckapd  of  St 
Fran9ois  may  be  visited  by  those 
who  have  time.  The  Manufacture 
Royoh  de  Tahac,  a  large  building  on 
the  W.  quay,  is  said  to  produce  the 
worst  tobacco  in  Europe. 

In  1522,  the  fleet  of  Henry  VIII., 
who  was  at  that  time  incensed  wi^ 
Francis  I.  for  seizing  the  ships  and 
goods  of  English  merchants  in 
French  ports,  on  its  return  from  es- 
corting the  Emperor,  Charles  V.,  to 
Spain,  under  the  command  of  Henry 
Earl  of  Surrey,  entered  the  river,  in 
number  50  vessels,  and  effecting  a  de- 
scent in  the  neighbouring  bay  of 
Dourdu,  surprised  Morlaix.  The  En- 
glish set  fire  to  it  in  four  different 
places,  pillaged  it,  massacred  the  inha- 
bitants, and  burnt  to  the  ground  great 
part  of  it,  **  together  with  some  right 
fair  castles,  goodly  houses,  and  proper 
piles.** — State  Paper g.  They  retired 
to  their  vessels  loaded  with  booty ; 
but  600  of  the  hindmost  were  inter- 
cepted by  the  infuriated  inhabitants, 
and  cut  off*  with  great  slaughter  near 
a  spring,  still  called  Fontaine  des  An* 
plais,  or,  as  the  Bretons,  like  their 
Welsh  kinsmen,  call  them,  the  Saxons. 

Near  the  said  fountain  begins  a  very 
pleasant  promenade,  planted  with 
trees,  called  Cours  Beaumont,  which 
extends  nearly  1 J  m.  down  the  1.  bank 
of  the  river.  The  views  firom  it  of 
the  river  and  the  wooded  valley  are 
very  pleasing. 

The  site  of  the  old  castle  planted 
with  trees  also  commands  a  fine  view 
of  the  town. 

Morlaix  is  the  native  place  of 
General  Moreau. 

Diligences  daily  to  Paris  and  Brisst; 
to  St  Malo ;  to  Rennes;  to  Lorient. 

A  well-appointed  steamer  runs  from 


Bbittant. 
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JlAbrlttix  to  Havre,  70  leagues,  in  20 
boon,  once  «  week,  fare  30  fr. 

The  churches  of  Krasker,  at  St. 
Pol  do  JAon,  and  of  Fdgoat,  may  be 
Yisited  by  making  a  d  tour,  on  the  way 
to  Brest  (Rte.  38.}.  Another  interest- 
ing excursion  is  to  the  mining  dis- 
trict of  Huelgoat  and  Poulahouen 
(Rte.  42.). 

Rather  more  than  half  way  (9m.) 
between  Morlaix  and  the  next  relay, 
the  vlUage  of  Tbeogoneo  is  passed, 
remarkahle  for  its  fine  Church  in 
the  style  of  the  Renaissance ;  a 
▼ast  edifice,  richly  decorated  with 
sculptures  in  the  dark  Kersanton 
stone.  Its  delicately  carved  pulpit, 
its  reliquiary  and  its  Calvary,  deserve 
notice. 

21  Landivisiau  has  a  church  also 
with  a  fine  portal,  filled  with  statues 
of  the  12  Apostles. 

The  Church  of  Lambader,  5  m.  N. 
of  this,  on  the  road  to  Su  Pol,  sur* 
mounted  by  an  elegant  tower  and 
spire,  was  originally  attached  to  a 
commandery  of  Templars,  ruins  of 
which  exbt  near  the  tower.  Within 
is  a  beautifully  pierced  and  carved 
Toodtofi  of  wood,  composed  of  ex- 
quisite flamboyant  tracery,  also  a 
staircase  in  the  same  style.  The  chains 
of  some  knight,  liberated  from  slavery 
among  the  followers  of  Mahouii,  still 
hang  in  the  choir. 

3  m.  short  of  Landemeau,  on  a  bill 
above  the  village  La  Roche  Maurice, 
stand  the  ruins  of  its  castle,  reduced 
to  3  shattered  towers,  but  very  pic* 
turesque  in  its  outline  and  position. 

In  the  churchyard  is  an  Ossuary, 
filled  with  skulls  and  dry  bones,  or- 
namented in  front  with  a  sculptured 
frieze,  representing  the  Dance  of 
Death,  executed  1639.  Tbe  Church 
is  Gothic,  and  built  1559,  and  con- 
tains some  good  painted  glass.  The 
carved  portal  in  Kersanton  stone, 
and  the  sculptured  roodldEt  of  wood 
within,  are  worth  notice. 

16  Landemeau  -^  {Jnn :  Hotel  de 
rUnivers ;)  a  pretty  town,  seated  in 
the  hollow  of  a  raUey  on  the  £lom, 

France. 


wboce  mouth  forms  one  branch  of  the 
roadstead  of  Brest.  There  are  some 
picturesque  Grothic  bits  among  its  old 
houses.   4963  inhab. 

The  roads  to  Brest  from  Morlaix* 
from  Carhaix  (Rte.  42.),  and  from 
Quimper  (Rte.  44.),  idl  converge 
hither. 

A  little  beyond  Landemeau,  on 
the  1.  of  the  road,  between  it  and 
the  river  Eloro,  a  ruined  gateway* 
draped  with  ivy,  is  the  sole  sub- 
sisting relic  of  the  Cattle  of  the  Jo^" 
euee  Garde,  now  known  as  Chateau 
le  Foret,  the  cradle  of  chivalry,  the 
seat  of  Arthur,  Lancelot  du  Lac,  and 
the  knights  of  the  round  table.  Of 
course  tiiero  is  no  pretention  that  the 
eiisting  remuns  are  of  their  time.* 
No  satisfiictory  eiplanation  is  given 
of  the  origin  of  the  name  Joyeuse 
Garde;  but  it  is  supposed  to  be  •• 
perversion  of  a  Breton  term. 

20  B&xsT.  —  Inne :  Hotel  de  Pro< 
vinoe,  best;  Hotel  da  Grand  Mo- 
narque. 

Brest,  the  chief  naval  seaport  of 
France,  an  arsenal  of  war  and  for* 
tress  cf  first  class,  is  most  advan- 
tageously situated  near  the  W.  ex- 
tremity of  the  department  Finisterre 
(the  Land's  End  of  France),  on  that 
portion  of  her  territory  which  projects 
most  to  the  W.  between  the  channel 
and  the  gulf  of  Gascony.  It  stands 
on  tbe  N.  side  of  one  of  the  finest 
harbours  in  the  world,  nearly  land- 
locked, accessible  only  through  a 
narrow  and  well  fortified  throat,  Le 
Goulet,  and  extending  far  inland  in 
2  branches,  one  running  up  to  Lan- 
demeau, the  other  towards  Chateau- 
lin.  Tlie  town  is  built  on  the  sum- 
mit and  sides  of  a  kind  of  projecting 
ridge,  and  some  of  its  streets  are  too 
steep  to  be  passable  except  on  fisot. 
A  narrow  but  deep  creek,  which  b  in 
&ot  formed  by  the  mouth  of  the  small 
stream  the  Penfeld,  running  up  from 
the  harbour  behind  this  lidge,  serves 
as  the  basin  to  the  dockyard,  and- 
divides  the  town  on  its  1.  bank  from 
the  suburb  La  Reoowarance  on  its  rt* 
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The  commiinieation  between  the 
town  and  suburb  is  kept  up  by  nu* 
merous  feny  boats.  Close  above  the 
mouth  of  this  creek,  which  is  not 
■Aore  than  a  musket  shot  across,  end 
is  defended  by  several  tiers  of  bat- 
tmies  on  either  hand,  rise  the  feudal 
round  towers  and  colossal  curtains, 
not  less- than  100  ft.  high,  of  the  pic- 
turesque oid  CaxtUi  which  belonged  to 
the  Dues  de  Bretagne.  It  was  beeaeged 
in  vain  by  Duguesclin  and  Cliscon, 
was  long  held  by  the  English,  having 
Ibr  governor,  1373,  the  brave  war- 
rior  Robert  Knolles.  It  was  yielded 
up  by  Richard  II.  1395,  in  consider- 
ation of  12,000  crowns,  and  was 
finally  modernised  by  Vauban  1688, 
who  formed  casemates  in  the  interior 
of  its  massive  towers  and  platforms, 
with  embrasures  for  cannon  on  their 
tops.  From  its  walls  there  is  a  good 
view  of  the  port  and  dockyard,  but 
the  Fort  de  TEcole,  on  the  opposite 
fflde  of  tile  water,  commands  one  still 
finer,  including  the  roads  also.  There 
are  numerous  dungeons  beneatii  the 
oastle,  and  extensive  yauks  were  dis- 
covered 1882. 

-  The  inner  port  of  Brest,  or  creek 
^love  mentioned,  is  so  narrow  that  if 
the  town  had  any  commerce  it  would 
not  be  large  enough  to  hold  the  mer- 
chant vessels,  but  there  is  no  defi- 
ciency of  depth  (25  ft.  at  low  vrater), 
and  SO  or  40  ships  of  war  might,  lie 
within  it  in  single  file.  Above  the 
castle  the  shores  of  both  sides  of  this 
cieek  are  enclosed  by  a  liigh  wall 
separating  the  dockyard  within  it 
fvom  the  town.  The  mouth  of  the 
creek  is  closed  by  a  boonu  The 
popsdatian  of  Brest  is  said  to  ex« 
ceed'SdiOOO,  though,  to  avmd  the  ad- 
^titional  contributions  oa  large  towns, 
it  is  put  down  in  the  census  at  29,860. 
There  is  aoc(»nxB»dpEfcion  in  the  nu« 
mevous  barracks  fi)r  a  garrison  of 
neaify  10,000  men.  . 
•  Although  Brest  is  endosed  widnn 
rJHDparts,  there  are  -  several  fine  open 
spaces  within  its  walls;  audi  are  the 
sqiMM  oalled  ObMip  deJBaiaUkf  in* 


nocent  of  any  other  combat  than  a 
sham  fight,  and  the  Cours  tPAjot  (so 
named  from  an  ofiioer  of  engineers  who 
laid  it  out),  a  most  agreeable  prome- 
nade, on  account  of  the  fine  trees  which 
shade  it,  and  the  beautiful  view  of  the 
roads,  appearing  like  avast  lake,  which 
its  terrace  commands;  but  infested 
all  the  morning  by  parties  of  recruits^ 
undergoing  drill. 

More  rain,  it  is  said,  falls  in  Brest 
than  in  any  other  town  of  Francey. 
and  the  whole  department  of  Finis- 
terre  is  peculiarly  exposed  to  storms^ 
winds,  mists,  and  fogs. 

In  1548,  Mary  Queen  of  Scots, 
then  a  child  5  years  old,  landed  at 
Brest,  and  a  few  days  after  was  a& 
fianced  to  the  dauphin  Francis-  at  Sft* 
Germain. 

The  Doehyardi  or  Port  MiUtaire.  -^ 
The  authorities  connected  with  the 
dockyard  (major  de  la  marine,  &c. ),. 
are  very  niggard  in  giving  admission 
to  strangers,  but  an  application  to 
the  Fort  admiral  or  Maritime  Fr^t 
made  by  the  English -consul,  who  is 
particularly-  obliging  to  persons  re^ 
commended  to  him,  will  procure  it^ 
Entrance  to  the  Bagnee  and  Hopital 
de  la  Marine,  the  most  interesting- 
objects  here,  should  be  expressly 
included  in  the  ticket  of  admisnonk. 
The  celebrated  dockyard  of  Breet  i» 
situated  on  the  2  sides  of  a  narrow 
but  deep  arm  of  the  sea,  running 
up  in  a  winding  direction  between 
high  and  ste^  rocks^  which  intrude 
so  near  upon  the  water  that  it  is* 
only  by  paring  them  down  that  spaee 
is  formed  for  the  buildings,  and  for 
the  qiuys  and  yards  required  in  fhmt* 
of  them.  The  first  view  looking 
down  from  above  into  tliis  nartow 
ravine,  lined  with  long  and  masalTe 
ranges  of  buildings  rising  tier  over 
tier  in  the  fi>rm  of  an  ampliitliefttra^' 
is  exceedingly  striking.  On  one  side* 
is  tiie  Viniane  (sail  house);  JUAufozm 
Gin^dl  (slop  shop),  and  CbMbr^ 
(ropery)  of  3  stories,  rannoonted  by 
the  Bagnet  and  abore  it.  riaes  the* 
N4»  BiotpUaL    Qn-  the  opposite  side^ 
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ace  various  atdien,  'fiirgerMs,  AkHUr 
^JrtiUerie  Marine  (burnt  in  1833). 
Xbe  nfiw  Ftmnderjf  (for  casting  caa- 
non)  bogun  1841»  and  the  Qttartier  du 
.  iVfan'n«,  or  sailors*  barracks,  where  they 
are  lodged  when  in  port  in  the  same 
manner  as  soldiers ;  —  an  admirable 
establishm^it,  which  might  be  advan- 
tfigeously  copied  by  the  English  ad- 
miralty, fill    up  the  opposite    side. 
The  level  space  at  the  water's  edge  is 
occupied  by  slips  (cales  de  construc- 
tion), only  2  of  which  are  covered, 
about  8  being  uncovered,  dry  docks 
(formes)  now  ( 1 841 )  partly  converted 
lo  the  puipose  of  building  ships,  since 
the  rumour  of  war  with   England 
began  to  be  bruited.     There  are,  be- 
sides timber  yards,  boat  sheds,  water 
cisterns  supped  by  a  steam-engine 
where  vesseht  fill   their  tanks,  sheds 
for  containing  the  new  tanks,  and 
.  government  cellars,  while  a  very  large 
space  near  the  sea  entrance  of  the 
dockyard  is  covei^d  with  dismounted 
cannon.     Here  also  is  placed  a  trophy 
from  Algiers,  a  brass  gun  20  ft-  long, 
which  forms  an    excellent  column, 
reared  on  its  breach.     It  is  surprising 
.that    the  first   dockyard  of  France 
should  possess  so  few  covered  slips. 
The  precautions  against  fire  and  theft 
are  very  rigid;  a  vigilant  guardian 
.  watches  in  every  apartment,  a  door- 
keeper at  every  door;   dstems  are 
placed  at  short  distances,  with  tubs 
full  of  water  every  6  or  10  yards.     - 

The  ground  occupied  by  most  of 

these    buildings    has    been    gained 

by  excavations  out  of  the  hiU  side. 

.  Grea%  as  the  space  on  either  side 

.  of  the  water  has  been  widened  by 

artificial  means,  the  elifib  even  now 

<  appioaob  toe  near  the  .slips  and  tim-* 

•  ber<  shed8»  preventing  a  iree  eireu- 

latioi)  ofr.air,  causing  dampness  and 

^  consequently  dry  rot.     Near  the  lim- 

^ber    fbeda    is    the   MuwSe   Maritime 

filled  with  mod«ls,shipa*  heads,  &e.»bat 

coptfUBiB^  nothing  very  remarkdblei 

On  both  sides  <^  the  port,  roads  are 
i  (Barried  up  libe  steep  sides  of  the  con- 
fining heights  m  u&jbi^  tcrracef^  so 


that  they  riuy  easily  be  saimoimied 
by  heavy  carriages. 

The  FittudUing  Office  (Direetion 
des  Subsistanoca  et  Pare  aax  Vivres) 
is  near  the  mouth  of  the  port  on  tile 
rt.  bank,  and  inolwdas  the  bakehooie 
containing  24  ovens,  the  alaugfater- 
bouse,  kitehens,  &c.  In  1802-*3, 
when  the  combined  Spanish  and 
French  fleets  Uy  in  the  road9»  50,000 
rations  were  supplied  henee    daily. 

The  Bagnat  (firem  bagnio,  Ital. 
bath  ;  the  Christian  slaves  in  Turkey 
and  Barbery  were  employed  in  heat- 
ing the  baths  of  the  sultans,  pachas^ 
deys,  &c. )  contain  about  SOOO  ooo- 
victs  (formats),  condemned  to  forced 
labour  for  a  certain  term  of  years  or 
for  life.  Their  dress  is  a  jacket  of 
dirty  red  serge,  fitting  no  better  than 
a  sack,  yellow  trousers^  and  a  red  to 
yellow  cap;  the  green  cap  denotes 
one  condemned  for  life;  the  yellow 
sleeve  one  twice  sentenced,  and  the 
worst  offenders  are  heavily  loaded 
with  shaokels  fastened  to  a  ring  ri- 
vetted  fest  round  the  leg.  The  chslin 
and  shackel  together  weigh  more  than 
71bs,  and  usually  cause  a  wound 
on  the  leg  at  first.  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, the  hideous  dress  nor  the  clank- 
ing chains  which  render  them  repul- 
sive ;  it  is  the  countenance  marked  with 
bad  passions  and  villainy,  which  in£- 
cate  the  degradation  of  human  nature. 
The  worst  oifenders  are  coupled  two 
ti^etfaer  to  the  same  chain.  They 
work  in  gangs,  each  gang  accom- 
panied by  a  plante  or  garde  ohonrme, 
a  fierce  looking  meuataofae,  with^  a 
trenchant  sabre,and  by  a  soldier  with 
a  loaded  nnsquet.  The  Frieon  of 
iKe  Bagnm  has  a  loi^  'fii9ade,  with 
more  dT  orcluteotaral  ornament  and 
style  in  its  pediment  than  usually 
niarks  Ja  prison  desdned  for  doubly 
and  trebly  dyjed  criminals.  It  oon- 
taias  4  SaUe%  lofty,  wide,  and  aizy, 
filled  with  large  wooden  platforms 
having  sk^mjg  tops  like^do^;  these 
are  the  bedsteads  of  the  fior^ats,  who 
reolioie  on  them  upco  a  small  mattress 
prorided  with  a  coanKMinilt  of  aadt- 
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elotb,  the  chain  of  eaeh  being  passed 
over  a  bar  of  iron  running  along  the 
foot  of  the  bed,  but  allowing  tether 
enough  to  move  a  distance  of  5  or  6 
ft.  Only  the  better  class  of  convicts 
are  allowed  a  thin  mattress. 

As  soon  as  their  allotted  task  for 
the  day  is  done  out  of  doors,  they  are 
allowed  to  repair  hither ;  some  have 
writing  desks,  others  employ  them- 
selves in  handicraAs,  many  in  making 
toys  out  of  cocoa-nuts,  horse-hair, 
&c.,  by  which  they  may  earn  a  little 
money.  At  gunfire  the  names  are 
called  over,  and  in  an  hour  profound 
silence  is  required;  the  night  passed  on 
a  ^faard  board  is  a  time  of  suffering, 
•especially  in  winter,  from  the  cold. 

Their  allowance  of  food  daily  in- 
•cludes  a  pint  of  wine,  a  measure  of 
biscuit,  or  i  a  loaf  of  brown  bread. 

The  4  salles  are  closed  by  strong 
iron  gates  at  night,  but  stand  open 
during  the  day;  there  are,  however, 
plenty  of  guards  at  hand,  and  im- 
mediately behind  the  Bagnes  rises  the 
Caserne  de  la  Marine  MiHtaire ;  which 
•could  pour  in  some  hundred  men  in 
a  few  minutes  in  case  of  revolt.  The 
for9at,  degraded  as  he  is,  is  not  al- 
■  lowed  to  be  struck  by  his  guards  or 
-  keepers ;  bis  punishment,  if  he  does 
wrong,  is  either  solitary  confinement 
in  the  black  hole,  a  series  of  cells  in 
the  court  behind  the  building,  or  de- 
privation of  his]  wine,  &c.,  coupling 
to  another  prisoner,  or  flogging  with 

•  the  rope*s  end.  As  a  further  pre- 
ventive to  tumult  or   rebellion,  the 

.  walls  of  each  salle  are  pierced  with 
embrasures  through  which  2  cannon 
show  tbeir  mouths;  they  are  loaded 
with  grape,  and  would  enfilade  the 

.  chamber,  and  sweep  it  from  end  to 

'  end. 

Outside  the  dockyard,  a  little  higher 

•  up  the  hill  than  the  prison,  rises  the 
■  HSpitai  de  la  Marine,  an   edifice  of 

great  extent  though  o^  unpretending 

•  architecture,  of   which    Brest    may 

•  well  be  proud.  It  was  begun  1824, 
>  ^nd  as  only  lately  finished.  It  oon- 
'imm  S6  salles,  each  with  53  beds; 


and  is  attended  by  between  SO  and 
40  Religieuses,  ,Soeurs  Fid^es  de  la 
Sagesse  as  they  call  themselves,  who 
are  also  lodged  within  the  building. 
So  fiir  from  being  revolting,  as  is  the 
case  in  many  hospitals,  it  is  a  pleasing 
sight  to  enter  one  of  the  salles ;  its 
cleanliness  is  not  only  extra  French,  it 
is  ultra  English,  and  puts  to  shame  the 
confined  frowsy  chambers  of  Green- 
wich Hospital.  Here  are  wide,  airy 
apartments,  the  roofs  without  speck, 
the  floors,  though  of  tile,  sedulously 
polished  and  provided  with  pieces  of 
carpeting,  each  window  hung  with 
white  curtains,  eaeh  bed  of  metal, 
also  with  white  curtains  and  furni- 
ture. The  salle  des  oflBciers  is  su- 
perior to  the  common  rooms,  even 
elegant.  The  kitchens,  laboratories, 
linen  closet,  &c.,are  in  the  same  style. 
£ven  the  convicts  when  sick  are  re- 
ceived and  nursed  in  this  establish- 
ment. 

A  British  Consul  resides  here. 

At  Hebert's  library  and  reading- 
room.  Rue  d'Aiguilion,  the  papers 
may  be  seen,  and  many  interesting 
works  on  Brittany,  especially  those 
of  M.  Souvestre  and  FreminvUle,  ob- 
tained. 

Conveyances  i — maUeposte  daily  to 
Paris  in  47  hours;  diligetices  daily 
to  Paris  by  Rennes ;  —  to  St.  Malo ; 
to  liOiient  and  Nantes. 

Steamer  every  other  day  traverses 
the  Roads  and  ascends  the  river  of 
Cbateaulin,  on  the  way  to  Nantes 
(  Rte.  44. ),  as  fiir  as  Fort  de  Launay, 
a  very  pleasant  voyage. 

The  Roadstead  of  Brest  lies  be- 
tween the  great  promontory  of  Fims- 
terre  on  the  N.  and  the  smaller  pe- 
ninsula of  Qu^ern  on  the  S.,  which 
approach  so  near  as  to  leave  a  passage 
only  1749  yards  broad  bet^^een  them 
called  the  Goulet.  The  Mingan  rocks, 
rising  in  the  midst  of  this  chaiinel, 
contract  the  entrance  still  more,  and 
compel  vessels  to  pass  dose  under 
the  guns  of  batteries  which  line  it  on 
either  side  and  command  it  by  a  cross 
fire.     The  road  consists  of  numerous 
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bays  into  which  several  riven  empty 
themselves,  the  principal  being  the 
Blom  from  Landemeau,  and  the  Ch&> 
teaulin,  which  is  navigated  by  a 
8team>boat  In  some  places  the  har- 
bour is  3  m.  broad,  and  the  area  of 
its  surfiice  is  estimated  at  15  square 
leagues.  All  the  fleets  of  France 
might  lie  snugly  within  it,  and  a 
hostile  ship  dare  not  venture  within 
its  entrance  without  the  risk  of  being 
battered  to  pieces.  Not  only  are  the 
jaws  of  the  harbour  bristling  with 
fortifications  «  a  fieur  d'eau,"  but  the 
works  are  carried  inwards  so  as  to 
command  the  anchorage  and  the  bat- 
teries spread  outside  to  the  rt  and  L  of 
the  entrance,  while  every  eminence  is 
crowned  with  other  forts  commanding 
those  below.  The  number  of  cannon 
and  large  mortars  which  could  be 
brought  to  bear  on  an  enemy  from 
the  batteries  of  the  Goulet,  and  of  the 
oaast  outside  of  it  is  not  less  than  400, 
while  60  pieces  sweep  the  anchorage 
iirom  the  forts  within  the  Goulet 
On  the  N.  of  the  Goulet,  in  the  midst 
of  the  bay  of  Bertheauroe  are  S 
island  forts,  united  together  by  a 
rope  bridge,  and  by  one  of  wood  with 
the  shore.  The  extreme  fort  on  this 
aide  is  the  batterie  de  St.  Mathieu, 
under  the  ruined  abbey  (p.  1S6.),  and 
close  to  the  new  lighthouse.  On  the 
&  of  the  Goulet  lies  the  bay  de 
Camaret,  one  of  whose  numerous  and 
formidable  batteries  goes  by  the  name 
cH  Mort  Anglaiaej  commemorating  the 
miserable  defeat  of  the  Expedition 
which  landed  here  1694  from  a  British 
fleet  commanded  by  Admural  Berkley. 
On  approaching  the  shore,  the  English 
found  it  bristling  with  armaments,  bat- 
teries thrown  up  on  all  sides,  gunners 
at  their  posts,  troops  of  horse  and  foot 
drawn  up  behind  the  guns,  and  as 
the  English  prepared  to  land,  3 masked 
batteries  open^  on  the  ships  a  most 
destructive  fire.  900  men  under  the 
command  of  General  ToUemache,  who 
persisted  in  landing  in  the  fiice  even  of 
such  formidable  preparations,  reached 
the  shore  and  were  almost  imme- 


diately cut  to  pieces ;  the  ebbing  of 
the  tide  having  left  their  boats  dry, 
and  cut  off  their  retreat.  And  thus 
the  expedition  fiiiled  miserably.  What 
wonder !  The  news  of  the  intended 
descent  had  been  betrayed  to  Louis 
XIV.  and  James  II.  more  than  a 
month  before  by  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, the  hero  of  Blenheim !  These 
are  the  words  in  which  he  commu- 
nicated the  intelligence  to  his  old 
master  James :  —  *<  The  capture  of 
Brest  would  be  a  great  advantage  to 
England,  but  no  advantage  can  pre- 
vent, or  ever  shall  prevent,  me  fh>m 
informing  you  of  all  tibat  I  believe 
to  be  for  your  service;  therefore 
you  may  make  your  own  use  of  this 
intelligence.**—- Afo<pA«rf on  ^ate  Fa- 
pert.  In  the  interval  between  the. 
receipt  of  this  letter  and  the  sailing  of. 
the  armamoit,  the  skill  and  activity  of 
Vauban  had  put  the  intended  landing- 
place  in  such  a  state  of  defence,  by. 
throwing  up  batteries,  disposing  can- 
non, and  collecting  troops,  as  to  ren- 
der success  hopeless,  defeat  inevitable.- 

The  Pointe  du  Espagnoh  owes  its 
name  to  a  body  of  Spaniards,  about. 
600  strong,  who  occupied  it  for  seve*- 
ral  weeks,  1594,  and  threw  up  an 
earthen  redoubt,  which  was  captured 
by  assault.  The  Peninsula  of  Qu^ 
lem  is  defended  by  lines,  drawn  across 
the  isthmits,  which  connects  it  with 
the  mainland,  nearly  a  mile  long,  con*, 
sisting  of  bastions  faced  with  masonry, 
constructed  by  Vauban,  mounting  60 
pieces  of  cannon.  From  a  point  near 
these  lines,  just  above  the  Bay  of 
Camaret,  thefinut  view  is  obtained  of 
the  roads  of  Brest  and  their  defences^ 
with  the  point  o(  St.  Mathieu  and 
tiiie  archipelago  of  Ouessant  on  the 
N.,  and  on  the  S.  the  Bay  of  Douam* 
enez  and  the  Point  du  Raz. 

The  defences  above  enumerated  do 
not  include  those  of  Brest  itself 
amounting  altogether  to  400  pieces 
of  cannon,  nor  of  the  entrenched 
camp  behind  it,  numbering  60  more 
cannon  and  mortars. 

£xcwsioH8,     The  country  about 
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Bfest  is  &r  from  pioturesque,  liat  it 
eoatains  many,  objects  of  interest. 

The  Menir  9f  Ftouarzd,  about  10  m. 
N.  W.  of  Brest  and  S  beyond  the 
Tillage  of  St.  Renan,  is  the  loftiest  of 
tboee  singular  Celtic  monuments  now 
remaining  in  Finisterre.  It  measures 
S5  ft.  in  height,  and  stands  on  an 
eminence  in  the  midst  of  a  wild 
heath.  Whatever  its  original  destin- 
ation,  it  is  still  looked  on  with  awe 
by  the  peasantiy,  and  stngfdaY  su- 
perstitions are  associated  wi^  it. 
Often  in  the  dead  of  night  the  barren 
woman  repairs  hftheT)  hoping  to  pvo- 
cure  the  490on  of  froitfiihiess  by 
ittfobing  her  naked  breast-  against  the 
hard  granite; 

■  Near  the  mouU>  of  the  pretty  river 
Aber  Ildut,which  flows  past  St  Renan^ 
are  the  quarries  of  granite  which 
fUrnished  the  pedestal  for  the  obe* 
Itsk  of  Luxor,  erected  in  the  Place'' 
liOuis  XV.,  at  Paris. 

'  Sm.  N.  of  St.  .Renan,  at  Lanriouar^ 
is  the  graveyard  of  the  7777  saints,  a 
walled  enclosure,  never  trod  by  the 
peasants  except  with  bare  feet  and 
head  uncovered,  paved  wil^  slabs,  and 
marked  by  a  cross. 

The  ruined  Abbey  of  St  Matthew, 
situated  on  the  extreme  W.  cape  of 
lilnisterre^  N.  of  the  Bade  de  Brest) 
is  about  15  m.  W.  from  Brest  and 
10  fVom  St.  Renan.  llie  roads  from 
both  places  converge  at  the  little 
tdwn  of  Le  Conquet,  where  La  Grace 
de  Dieu  is  a  decent  cabaret.  Cdn- 
^uet  suffered  from  an  English  fleet 
sent  forth  by  Queen  Mary  to  ravage 
&e  French  coestj  1558,  and  sur- 
prise Brest,  "  because  it  was  known 
not  to  be  well  garrisoned,  and  was 
thought  the  best  mark  to  be  shot  at 
for^  the  time.'*  But  the  English 
commander  contented  himself  with  a 
ftir  more  inglorious  enterprise.  Land- 
ing at  Conquet,  <<  he  put  it  to  l^e 
saccage,  with  a  great  abbey,  and 
many  pretty  to#ns  and  villages,  where 
oar  men  found  good  booties  and 
great  store  of  piUage.'*  •-^ir<i2/in9Aecf. 
Theaee  it  is  ^  walk  of  3-  m.  along  the 


tops  of  the  cliflb,  battered  below  by 
the  waves,  to  the  storm-fretted  ruina 
of  St,  Matthtw*B  Abbey,  which  stand 
on  the  bleak    exposed    promontory 
above  the  sea ;  "  the  most  W.  spot  ct 
France,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
Cape    Finisterre    in    Spain,   of   the 
European  -continent*     It  occupies  a 
position  similar  to  St.  Mary's  Abbey, 
Whitby,  so  as  to  be   the    first  and 
the  last  objisct  seen  by  the  marinet 
quitting    or    entering    the    Bay    of 
Brest.     Whatever  wind  may  blo«r,>. 
it  is  -  rare  but  it  rages  a  hurricane 
around  these  mouldering  arohes  and 
piers,  which  yet  have  braved  for  five 
oenturies    the    pelting    storm    and 
whist^ng  wind.     The  architecture  4S' 
pointed  in  the  greater  part  of  the' 
building,    with    some    Romanesqu*' 
portions  and  round  arches.     It  is-  <if 
solid  granite)  simple  in  style^  and  with«< 
out  ornament.    Close  beside  the  ruin%> 
a  Ligkthotue  has  recently  been  erected. 
There  is  much   savage  grandeur  in 
the  scene  around,  viewed  from  thia 
point,  increased  by  the  sullen  roar  of 
the  mighty  Atlantic  chaftng  in  the 
eaves'  afid  flssuies  of  the  rocks  below. 
In  clear  weather  the  eye  ranges'  o^r' 
the  dangerous  strait  caUed  P€»Mge  dtf^ 
Four  beset  ^ith  rocks,  between  tbe^ 
mainland    and    the  granitic  idanda 
MoMne,  Beniguet,  andOfieM<X7i#.  The 
last  is  supposed  by  some  to  be  the 
Ultima  Thule  of  the  ancients;  ita 
inhabitants  remained  iddaters  down 
to  the  17th  century.     The  indecisive 
naval  action  of  Ushant  (as  we  eall  it) 
was  fought  off  this  island,  1778,  be^ 
tween  the  French  fleet  under  d'Or-' 
villiers,  and  the  English  under  K^pel 
add  FalKser.     On  the  S.  the  roadsi 
of  Brest  and  the  Peninsula  of  Qu6lem 
lie  open,  and  on  the  horizon  appears 
the  Pointe  du  Raz. 
•  On  the  E.  side  of  the  roads,  and  on? 
the  opposite  shore  of  the  estuary  o^ 
the  Landemeau  river,  Ues  Phugattd^ 
remarkable  for    a   Cahary  attached- 
to  its  oimeti^re,  one  of  the  most  ro^ 
markable  of  the  Gothic  monuments 
of  Finisterre.    It  is  a  cruoifiz  of  K«r*> 
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>«aKboit  stonier  §&,  •dk>fiicdwi«ii  i  mul- 
■dtade  of  setilptiirM^  rudely  but  Ibr- 
mtiLy  executed,  xepreMathig  scenes*  of 
the  Life  and  Passion  of  Christ  Some 
xyCtiie  «]loeet8,  ^ch  as  the  Entry  of 
tfur  Saidour  into  Jerusalem  to  the 
smisie  of  the  bignion  (bagpipe),  th* 
'.Temptation  and  Hdl^  are  t^eocted  in 
M  hetaiely  manner,  approacfaing  the 
grp|i»qqe»  narking  -the  hand  of  a 
vuatio  -artist*  <*  Notvithstandiag  its 
.GoiOiic  character,  it  appears  by  an 
inscription  upon  it  to  have  been  eie- 
jBUtedin  1609,  but  we  mnst  remember 
mhBk  Abe  middle  ages  lasted  longer  in 
Jki  tinny  than  ekevrhere."— iSJMioetfre. 
/  The  coBtome  of-  the  women  of 
Plougiistel  is  remarkable  for  its  ele* 


Ferry  boats  ply  between  Brest  and 
■the  pmnt  of  Plougastd. 

The  fine  Gothic  CaKureh  of  Folgoat 
^Rte.  38.)  would  form  an  agreeable 
jcby's  excursion- for  him  who  interests 
^mself  in  ardlitecture;  He  mi^t 
tdce  Hie  pataebe^  wfakdi  runs  daily 
iVoiii  Brest  to-  Lesnei^ea  and-  back. 


ROUTE  38. 

«EU  BmOtCC  lO  BRXST  ;    COASX  JtOAD  BT 

PAmroi.;  lavnion;  iioai.Aix;  sr. 

'      rOL  DK  LEOK ;    JOfS  PO&OOAT. 

'  Xhe  distances  are  marked  in  Heues 
oommunes  of  3  EngL  m.,  measured 
firom  place  to  place. 
<  This  route  properly  consists  of  two 
excursions,  from  the  high  road  from 
•JReilne8>'to  Brest:  it  carries. the  tra- 
veller to  a  suceession  of  interesting 
churches  and  ecdesiastical  remains 
yeB  %orth  visiting,  though  much  of 
it  Ilea,  over  cross  roads ;  no  posting. 
^  SL  Brieue.  (p.  139.)  A  wretched 
f  ataohe  runs  betw^een  this  place  and 
^BkaefcAi  passing  near  the  little  port 
flf.Binie,  through  Pleuha. 

'Ulna  fror  there  is  nothing  remark- 
di»le»  unless  the  traveler  diverge  about 
1  m.  to  the  1.  of  the  road  beyond 
fiinaB^  io  Tisit.  the  beautlfitl  Qothic 


cbapd  of  XoMte,  which  fasa  beett 
compared  with  the  Ste.  Chapelle  at 
Paris,  but  is  fiir  inferior  to  it 

From  Plouhathe  antiquarian  tim<* 
veller  should  diverge  to  this  L,  to  visit 
a  ruined  building,  known  as  the 

74  T^mifie  dr  LanUff^  about  8  m. 
from  Plouha.  A  carriage  canniiC 
easily  gel  t^itbia  a  mile  of  it,  owing 
to  the  badness  of  the  roads.  It  has 
been  the  sul^ect  of  much  controfversy^ 
some  writers  eaUing  it  a  Pagan  Tem- 
ple; but,  in  truth,  it  is  nothhig  more 
than  an  early  Christian  church,  pio* 
bably  of  the  10th  or  11th  century,  m. 
the  rare  form  of  a  rotunda,  .like  the 
English  churches  of  the  Temple,  Sc» 
Sepulchre,  Cambridge,  Little  Maple^ 
stead,  Essex,  &c.  But  the  boUding 
which  it  perhaps  most!  nearly  tesen^ 
Ues,  is  the  round  churth  at  Nymegon* 
in  Holland,  attributed  to  Chivle* 
magoe,  but  now  in  ruins.  It  consists  of 
two  eoDcentric  walls,  the  inner  one  a 
cylinder,  SO  ft.  high,  resting  on  IS 
circular  arches^  supported  on  square 
jaers,  with  engaged  columns  on  eaeh 
side,  of  granite^  having  rudely  carved 
Capitols  of  monsters,  human  fiicest 
rams'  heads.  Outside  of  this  runs  n 
lower  concentric  wall,  destroyed  for 
a  considerable  pert  of  its  circuit,  but 
which  once  extended  quite  round  the 
'msatt  wall,  and  thus  formed  the  aisles 
of  the  cburoh.  It  is  pierced  with  nar- 
row loop-holed  windew%  which  widen 
inwards^*  the  early  form  common  in 
cbtMrchfft  built  before  glass  came  into 
use.  The  edges  of  the  vaulted  roof 
which  odveied  thia  aisle  may  still  be 
traced,  and  a  small  portion  of  the 
aiafce  is  included  in  the  modem  church  ; 
but  whether  the  vaulting  of  it  be  m 
old  as  Ae  walls  on  wSoh  it  rests 
cannot  be  distinctly  affirmed.  Thi^ 
mia'now  forms  a  vestibule  to  a  little 
viikge  church.  As  a  ruin,  it  is  top 
rude  in  its  architecture  to  be  pleasing^ 
but  in  the  midst  of  it  rises  a  noble 
yew-tree,  tall  and  straight,  surmountr 
ing  the  old  wall  with  its  dark  canopy 
offolif^e. 

The  tradition  of  the  conntiy  is» 
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that  it  was  built  by  the  Templan,  the 
**  Moines  Rouges,*'  u  they  are  called. 
It  is  just  possible,  that  Gothic  archi- 
tecture in  Brittany  was  not  more  ad- 
vanced in  the  12th  century  than  this 
building  indicates. 

Lanleff  is  about  24  m.  from  St. 
Brleoc,  and  7}  from 

2)  Paimpol :  —  /mn.  Pelican,  the 
only  one,  1841,  but  not  dean,  and 
very  extortionate.  2112inhab. 

On  the  seashore,  2  m.  to  the  E.  of 
Paimpol,  are  the  ruins  of  the  Abbey 
of  Beauport  (in  1841  the  keys  were 
kept  at  Paimpol,  and  should  be  oh* 
tuned  before  setting  out).  It  is  beauti- 
lully  situated  on  the  shore  of  a  re- 
tired bay.  The  remains  consbt  of  a 
Churchf  now  roofless,  and  deprived  of 
the  choir,  in  the  pointed  style,  built 
1202,  with  a  W.  front,  showing  an 
early  English  character,  together  with 
several  conventual  buildings^  at  the 
E.  end.  An  elegant  small  chapter- 
house, its  vaulted  roof  supported  on  a 
row  of  circular  pillars,  is  so  perfect 
that  it  is  now  used  as  a  school.  On 
the  N.  side  are  an  extensive  vaulted 
cellar,  and  an  apartment  of  a  superior 
character  also  vaulted,  which  was  the 
grand  refectory.  These  serve  the 
purpose  of  farm  buildings  at  present, 
being  divided  between  2  tenants. 

From  Paimpol  to  Treguier  is  about 
9  m.,  passing  through  Lezardrieux, 
where  the  river  Trieux,  descending 
from  Guingamp,  is  crossed  by  a  fine 
wire  suspension  bridge  resting  on 
lofty  piers. 

The  castle  of  La  Roche  Jagu,  near 
this,  is  an  interesting  specimen  of 
domestic  architecture,  now  in  ruins, 
finely  situated  on  the  Trieux  above 
-Lezardrieux.  It  is  a  semi-casteilated 
mansion,  entered  by  a  low  doorway 
closed  by  an  oaken  door,  and  a  heavy 
iron  gate  of  cross  bars.  Although 
dismantled,  it  is  inhabited  by  a  pea- 
sant. There  is  a  fine  view  from  its 
nx>£ 

Another  still  larger  and  loftier  sus- 
pension bridge  thrown  over  the  Jaudy 
leads  into 


3  Treguier.  (/mm,  H&tel  de  Fraaoa 
tolerable.)  A  town  of  3,178  inha* 
bitants,  occupying  the  summit  and 
slope  of  a  hill. 

The  Church  in  the  market-place^ 
formerly  the  cathedral,  has  a  fine  SL 
porch,  the  vaulted  roof  pannelled,  and 
the  divisions  filled  with  quatrdfinli^ 
and  a  doorway  ornamented  with  sta* 
tuea  in  niches,  of  good  workmandiip. 
The  piers  of  tiie  nave  are  irregular  in 
fisrm,  and  its  arches  vary  in  width* 
The  N.  transept  is  Romanesque,  with 
circular  arches,  and  well  wrought 
capitals  to  its  pillars.  Contiguous 
to  it  is  a  tower  in  the  same  styles  and 
probably  of  the  11th  century,  though 
named  Tour  de  Hastings  after  the 
Danish  pirate  of  a  much  earlier  period* 
This  tower  is  best  seen  from  the 
cloisters,  where  some  mutilated  efifi* 
gies  of  ecclesiastics  and  knights  are 
deposited. 

In  a  iarm-house  a  little  way'  out 
of  the  town  called  Kermartin  is  pre* 
served  the  bed  of  St  fbec,  a  fisivouritc 
Breton  saint.  It  is  a  cupboard  bed* 
stead,  the  front  of  dark  wood  finely 
carved. 

4  Lannion  (/nn.  Hotel  de  TEu* 
rope)  on  the  Guier,  possesses  a 
market-place  filled  with  odd  (dd 
houses,  several  of  a  very  peculiar 
style  of  architecture,  and  nothing  else 
worthy  of  remark  but  narrow  and 
dirty  streets.  A  dUigenoe  runs  daily 
to  Morlaix.  There  is  a  post-road 
hence  to  Guingamp  (32  kilom. ),  and 
another  by  Plesten  (18  kilom.),  to 
MorUix  (19  kilom.). 

The  district  extending  N.  from 
Lannion  to  the  sea,  between  the 
rivers  Guier  and  Jaudy,  is  the  very 
cradle  of  romance.  King  Arthur 
held  his  court  at  Kerdluel,  graced  by 
the  presence  of  the  Paladins,  Lance- 
lot, Tristan,  and  Caradoc,  and  a 
short  distance  off  the  coast  is  an  islet 
called  Agalon  or  Avalon,  which  the 
Bretons  maintain  to  be  King  Arthur's 
burial  place,  thus  depriving  Glaston* 
bury  of  that  honour. 

About  6  m.  S.  of  Lannion,  on  the 
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£.  bmk  of  the  Giuer,  between  it  and 
the  road  to  Guingamp,  is  the  Catti^ 
Timquedec,  one  of  the  largest  and 
best  preserved  in  Brittany.  It  waa 
built  in  the  ISth  century,  and  dia- 
maatled  by  order  of  Richelieu,  after 
having  served  during  the  wars  of  the 
Ligue  as  a  royal  fortress.  It  con- 
sisted of  S  courts  defended  by  moats, 
drawbridges,  and  portcolles.  In  the 
inner  court  is  the  keep,  a  tall  round 
tower  **  accessible  only  by  an  open- 
ing in  its  2d  story,  approached  by 
2  drawbridges,  supported  midway 
upon  an  isolated  square  pier.**  The 
stairease  was  formed  in  the  thickness 
of  the  wall.  **  In  many  respects  these 
ruins  are  well  worth  coming  some 
distance  to  visit.  To  the  antiquary 
they  are  precious  as  a  Specimen  of 
the  finest  military  architecture  of  the 
13th  century.  For  the  sketcher  they 
combine  the  requisites  to  form  a 
lovely  landscape." —  TroSope, 

The  direct  road  from  Lannion  to 
Horlaix  (about  2&  m.)  passes  St. 
Michel  sur  Gr^ve,  a  spot  where  the 
sea  encroaches  on  the  shore,  and  a 
little  farther  we  enter  the  department 
Finisterre.  On  the  sands  near  this, 
according  to  the  legend.  King  Arthur 
fought  the  dragon. 

The  crypt  under  the  church  of 
I^anmeur  is  of  great  antiquity,  and 
encloses  the  holy  fountain  which 
<«uised  its  foundation,  and  is  still  held 
in  repute  by  the  common  people. 
The  piers  which  support  the  crypt 
have  serpents  carved  on  them. 

About  5  m.  N.  of  Lanmeur,  close 
upon  the  coast,  lies  the  village  of  Si. 
Jean  du  Doigi,  whose  church,  contain- 
ing the  precious  finger  of  St.  John 
from  which  it  is  named,  is  a  favourite 
place  of  pilgrimage  with  the  pea- 
santry, who  repair  hither  to  the 
number  of  12,000  on  the  eve  of  St 
John.  The  church  has  a  wooden 
roof  elegantly  carved  and  painted, 
and  surmounted  by  a  spire  of  lead; 
it  also  possesses  a  ciborium  bearing 
enamelled  medallions  of  the  1 2  Apos- 
tles, a  beautiful  crucifix  of  the  16th 


eentury,  a  ehalioe  and  a  patena  pffe> 
seated  by  Anne  of  Brittany,  who  w«t 
a  patroness  of  St.  John's  finger.  She 
built  the  hospice  by  the  s^e  of  the 
church  to  reoeive  pilgrims. 

Souvestre  mentions  a  singular  cha- 
pel called  the  Oratotre  between  thia 
and  Plougasnon,  in  which  the  young 
girls  who  are  about  to  marry  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  hang  up  their 
hur  as  an  offering  to  the  Virgins 
this  ancient  Gaulish  eustom,  however^ 
is  diminishing  every  year. 

7i  Morlaix  iRte,  38.  p.  119.). 

There  ia  nothing  very  interesting 
beyond  Morlaix  until  the  towers  and 
spires  appear  of 

5  St  Pol  de  L^n.<-^/an/  Hotel 
du  Commerce^  tolerable,  and  very 
cheap;  bed,  tea,  and  breakiast  2  fir. 

Thu  ancient  and  almost  deserted 
ecclestastieal  city  reminds  one  of  St 
Andrew's  in  Scotland,  and  St.  David's 
in  Wales,  in  its  remote  position  near 
the  sea^shore,  in  its  decayed  state,  and 
in  its  ancient  edifices.  It  possesses 
6692  inhab.and  two  very  fine  churches* 

The  Cathedralj  dedicated  to  St 
Pol,  is  flanked  at  the  W.  end  with 
two  fine  towers,  whose  central  stories, 
pierced  with  long  and  elegant  lancet 
windows  (like  St.  Pierre  at  Caen), 
are  surmounted  by  spires  also  pierced 
through  to  the  sky.  They  open  to 
the  choir  beneath,  so  as  to  form  a 
sort  of  vestibule  as  at  Peterborough. 
The  nave  is  in  the  early  pointed  style, 
probably  of  the  13th  century ;  the 
transepts  display  Romanesque  fea- 
tures; in  the  S.  transept  is  a  fine 
circular  window,  its  tracery  cut  in 
granite.  The  trough-shaped  b^nitier 
near  the  W.  end  was  probably  a 
tomb,  and  from  its  rude  sculpture  is 
certainly  very  old.  The  choir,  longeri 
more  ornamented,  and  of  later  date 
than  the  nave,  is  surrounded  by  double 
aisles,  and  ends  in  a  Lady  Chapel ; 
it  contains  some  good  carved  wood- 
work of  the  16th  century.  The  S. 
porch,  a  rich  florid  work  with  foliage' 
delicately  cut  in  Kersanton  stone, 
merits  examination. 
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The  boMt  of  St.  Pot  as  the  efite  of 
tlie  CSiurch  of  Crnzktr  (the  wofd 
dieans  centre  of  the  toim),  393  ft. 
high ;  a  strueture  of  open  work  of 
great  lightness  and  graee,  though 
oonstrttoted  entirely  of  granite.  The 
richly  ornamented  square  tower  is 
surmounted  by  a  yeiy  boldly  pro- 
jioting  eomiee^  abore  whieh  rises  the 
si|»ire,  its  masonry  out  to  imitate  over- 
lapping tiles.  The  whole  rests  on 
4piUan  not  particularly  thickv*but 
the  arches  of  the  aisles  act  as  but« 
tresses  to  support  it.  This  spire  was 
built  at  the  latter  end  of  the  14tb 
oentury  by  John  IV.  Duke  of  Brit- 
tany; according  to  tradition  the  archi- 
tect  was  Bn^ish.  The  N.  portal, 
florid  and  fringed,  is  very  rich  and 
in  good  taste,  ^ugh  much  injured ; 
the  rest  of  the  church  is  not  remark- 
able. These  are  the  curiosities  of 
this  dull  town,  and  after  exploring 
them  one  is  happy  to  leave  behind  its 
gtaas  grown  streets,  and  the  melan- 
dioly  which  they  inspire.  3  m.  to 
the  N.  lies  the  little  poit  of  Rosooff. 
Half  way,  near  Chapel  Pol,  are  some 
Celtic  remains,  several  dolmens,  and 
a  menhir.  §  4. 

Roscoff  IS  filled  with  sailors  and 
smugglers,  and  contains  a  vegetable 
prodigy,  a  fig  tree,  in  the  garden  of 
Ifte  Capucin  convent,  whose  branches, 
supported  by  scaffolding,  would  shelter 
beneath  them  200  persons.  The 
ehurcb,  though  of  the  time  of  Louis 
XIV.,  has  a  Gothic  character,  while 
its  details  are  Italian ;  below  it  are 
7  very  curious  bas-'reliefe  in  alabaster. 

Opposite  Roscoff  lies  the  little 
island  of  Batz,  separated  by  a  strait 
which  may  be  crossed  in  10  minutes. 
In  the  cemetery  there  is  a  monu- 
ment of  granite,  to  the  memory  of  a 
lady  who  succoured  the  proscribed 
and  ftigitive  priests  during  the  Revo- 
lution. The  young  Pretender  landed 
here  after  his  hazardous  escape  from 
Scotland,  following  the  battle  of  Cul- 
loden. 

The  road  from  St.  Pol  to  Brest 
lies  through 


7  Lesneven  (Am,  Gsaitd*  KUioii 
does  not  look  promising).  Some 
Roman  remains,  urns,  &c.  found  a 
few  nriles  S.£.  of  this  dull  little 
town,  on  the  way  to  Landivisiaiiy' 
have  been  supposed  to  mark  the  site 
of  the  long  lost  Breton  town  Oee<a> 


Pursuing  the  road  to  Brett  1  m. 
beyond  L^neven  on  a  drear,  bleak 
unsheltered  9pc^  we  reach  the  village, 
of  Folffoat,  toaxked  in  the  distance  by' 
its  tall  spire  little  inferior  to  the 
Creizker,  of  unusual  splendour  for  a 
village,  attached  to  the  Church  of' 
Ndtre  Dcanej  one  of  the  most  remark- 
able  GoUiic  buildings  of  Brittany. 
It  owes  its  origin  to  the  following 
circumstance ;  -« an  idiot  boy  once 
haunted  this  spot  who  was  in  the 
habit  of  begging  alms  of  those  who 
passed,  and  using  at  the  same  time 
this  one  unvaried  exclamation,  **•  Oh ! 
Lady  Virgin  Mary!*'  so  that  the 
place  became  known  as  "  ar  fol  coat,** 
the  fool  of  the  wood.  The  fool  died, 
and  in  a  short  time  there  sprung  up 
from  his  grave,  even  out  of  his  mouth, 
according  to  the  legend,  a'beautiftil- 
lily,  whose  leaves  bore  inscribed  upon 
them  the  name  of  Mary.  This  mi-' 
racle  was  noised  abroad,  and  coming 
to  the  ears  of  John  de  Montfort,  then 
warring  with  Charles  de  Blois  foe* 
the  dukedom  of  Brittany,  he  vowed^ 
to  build  a  church  on  the  spot  if  he 
triumphed  over  his  rivaL  In  eon- 
sequence,  after  the  victory  of  Aurayt 
he  laid  the  first  stone  on  the  spot 
where  the  lily  had  sprouted  forth, 
but  it  was  not  finished  until  14SS, 
by  his  son  John  V.,  who,  in  an  in- 
scription legible  on  the  L  of  the  W. 
portal,  claims  to  be  its  founder. 

It  is  built  of  the  very  dark,  green 
stone  called  Kersanton  ($  6.),  which 
gives  the  edifice  on  the  whole  a  gloomy 
{^pearance,  but  it  is  well  adapted  finr 
delicate  sculpture,  and  by  the  sharp- 
ness with  which  it  has  retained  the 
delicate  touches  of  the  artist's  chisel,- 
shows  how  great  judgment  he  ex- 
ercised in  selecting  it.     Almeost  every^ 
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pttt  of  the  ehnrchinode  and  oat  da* 
serves  mmute  iiupeetioii ;  tlie  fertile 
mweotUmf  laborious  pains,  and  dexter- 
cma  dciU  of  the  seulptor  is  irisiUe  in 
almost  every  part^  though  the  edifice 
lias  been  aadly  injured  throti|^  neig- 
leotk  This  is  more  eapeciattj  oomqpi- 
«ao«8  extsmallyantthe  W.  fiortalf  the 
«Bidpfof  wfakh'felldapiml8fi4;  but 
ifviuiidthe  portal  runs  so  delicate  a 
:wreatii  of  thistles-andvine  leavvs,  per- 
fect in  their  pricldj  floireia  and  stens, 
joid  even  in  the  very  fibies  of  the  leaves, 
the  enrves  of  the  stalks  and  tendiib, 
as  cannot  be  seen  without  wonder. 
Birdsalso  (chardonunvt)  andserpents 
4ae  inten^ersed  among  the  leaves. 
Abof9B-  the  door  is  a  bas-relief  of  the 
Nadvity,  the  Adoration  of  the  Magi 
on  one  i^e  (St.  Joseph  with  woodoi 
«hoe8  has  all  thd  oharaetcr  of  a  Breton 
feasant},  and  of  the  l^epberdsen  the 
'«(ber.  Below,  the  centra  pier  is 
Envied  into  an  el^aat  niche  cn- 
iiloRng  the  Mnitisr  boder  a  graceful 
canopy,  and  supporting  it  ona  hraeket. 
Among  the  foUage  here  and  in  other 
parts  may  be  seen  the'  ermine,  the 
armorial  device  of  the  dukes  of 
Brittany,  bearh^  their  motto  i  *'Me- 
^nr  mari  quam  foedari. "  The  thistle 
^^hwdon),  and  the  goldfindi  (char- 
donneret),  ako  reeur  repeatedly  in 
the  omamentB  of  various  parts  of  the 
dwioh. 

■  A  far  more  heaulafbl  porch  is  at- 
•Jtaehed  to  the  S.  transept  Here  12 
most  exquisite  niches  line  the  vault 
leading  to  the  door,  in  tiie  mouldings 
(around  which  similar  leaves  and 
'  wieatha  arerepf oduoed  with  finr  greater 
truth  and  delieaey.  The  stone  from 
<it8  peculiar  eolour  has  all  the  efieet  of 
broBse.  This  portal  is  believed  to 
have  been  built  by  Anne  of  Brittany, 
as  the  arms  of  France  united  to  those 
of  Brittany  are  viaoble  on  it. 

Tbe  sloping,  open  parapets  which 
decorate  the  gables  of  the  transept, 
•the  ttacery  of  the  £.  windows,  espe- 
cially the  central  one  surmounted  by 
a  rose,  and  the  elegant  ardied  niche 
at  the  £.  end  on  the  outside  of  the 


ehoveh  bdow  it,  eonatnietBd  to  n* 
oeive  the  waters  of  the  miracolona 
fnmt,  which  bursts  forth  from  be* 
neath  the  high  altar  itself,  itfe  not 
to  be  passed  nnnotieed.  The  wat« 
of  this  spang  is  held  in  great  reputt 
by  pilgrims,  who,  regardless  of  by* 
slanden,  strip  themselveo  to  apply  it 
to  all  pMt»i>f  their  pevsims. 

Within  the  church,  on  the  rt.  m 
you  enter,  is  the  Foots  i^uqtelf  Covered 
with  frescoes  nearly  destroyed  by  the 
damp.  Every  capital,  cornice  and 
border  merits  attention  for  the  minute 
carving,  but  the  chief  object  of  iup 
terest  is  ihejubi  or  Roodloft  between 
the  choir  and  nave:  it  consists  of 
3  round  arches  most  elegantly  fringed, 
surmounted  by  canopies  resting  on 
pannelled  pillars,  and  gupportiag  a 
gallery,  of  rich  open  work,  pierced 
wi&  quatrefoils.  The  foliage  eom- 
posii^  the  crockets  is  an  elaborate,  yet 
natural  imitation  of  the  most  compli- 
cated leaves,  and  the  2  angels  who 
occupy  the-  place  of  finials  are  well 
designed. 

The  £.  window,  seen  from  within, 
surmounted  by  its  rose,  is  admirable 
for  its  tracery ;  the  high  altar  below 
it  is  a  single  slab  of  stone,  14fr.  long, 
supported  on  a  front  of  niche  woi^ 
filhMl  with  statuettes.  The  side  screens 
and  side  altars  are  all  more  or  lets 
worthy  of  observation.  There  are 
numerous  statues  of  saints  curious  for 
thdr  costume.  B^t  the  chief  pecu- 
liarity of  this  church  is  the  manner 
in  which  the  seulptor  who  decorated 
it  has  rendered  into  stone  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  vegetable  creation. 

The  roof  of  the  church  does  not 
agree  with  the  rest  in  splendour,  and 
is  evidently  not  completed  conform- 
ably with  the  original  plan. 

The  Go^ie  CSUffe  on  the  N.  side 
of  the  church  was  built  by  Anne  of 
Brittany,  who,  as  well  as  Francis  I., 
wero  lodged  in  it  when  they  came  on 
a  pilgrimage  to  Folgoat* 

The  country  between  St.  Pol  and 
Brest  is  very  dreary;  much  heath, 
iurae  apd  bvoom ;  —  the  cottages  are 

a  6 
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|MM>r  dingy  pest-eorered  horela^  among 
which  s  iiw  starveUng  black  sheep 
aeek  a  acanty  mouthful;  few  trees 
appear  higher  than  brushwood.  There 
are  many  beggars,  some  of  them 
mailing  in  their  rags  the  mendicants 
of  Irelimd. 

We  fisdl  into  the  great  high  road 
from  Paris  about  a  mile  before  enter- 
ing 

ei  Brut,  in  Rte.  S€, 


ROUTE  41. 

8T*  UALO    TO    MAKTK8   BT    DIKAN  AMD 
EKNMXS. 

78  kilom.  s  48^  £ng.  m. 

The  detour  by  Dinan  is  13  kilom.or 
8  £ng.  m.  longer  than  the  direct  road. 

St.  Malo  is  described  in  Rte.  27. 

The  pleasantest  and  shortest  way 
to  Dinan  is  to  take  the  steamer, 
which  ascends  the  Ranee  daily  with 
the  tide,  making  the  voyage  in  S 
hours. 

Owing  to  the  variation  of  the  tides 
on  this  coast,  amounting  to  40  ft., 
the  current  of  the  Ranoe  is  despe- 
rately rapid,  and  the  river  fills  and 
empties  with  remarkable  celerity. 

The  places  passed  in  succesaon 
upon  either  bank  are  — 

Rt.  St.  Servan  and  the  Castle  of 
Solidor,  p.  98. 

If.  St.  Suliac,  the  prettiest  vilUge 
on  the  Ranee. 

L.  Port  St.  Hubert,  a  little  water- 
ing place  in  a  charming  situation. 

X*.  Plouer. 

Rt  Pleadihen. 

Cbatelier. 

L.  Tadens. 

**  The  river  is  confined  between 
lofty  precipices  nearly  all  the  way  to 
Dinan,  and  may  vary  in  breadth 
from  ^  to  }  a  mile.  Sometimes  ex- 
panding into  wide  reaches,  it  resem- 
bles a  Scotch  lake."— C. 

Tlie  general  character  of  the  scenery 
is  thus  described  by  Mr.  James :  — 

**  The  sail  up  the  Ranee  is  perhaps 


u  beautifiil  u  any  thing  that  tht 
varied  earth  can  produce. 

**  On  glided  our  boat ;  and,  as  tba 
stream  wound  in  and  out  amongst  its 
high  banks,  we  soon  lost  si|^  of 
St.  Malo.  Now  darting  through  A 
narrow  pass  between  immense  bold 
rocks,  which  seemed  scarcely  to  leave 
space  for  the  passage  of  the  boat,  we 
could  almost  have  touched  the  stony 
cliffs  on  either  side ;  and  now  floating 
over  the  bosom  of  what  seemed  a 
wide,  calm  lake,  we  could  perceive 
no  outlet  till  we  nearly  reached  the 
opposite  shores.  Thus  alternately 
confined  between  tall  crags,  and 
pouring  out  into  wide  basins,  the 
beautiful  river  flowed  on ;  and,  breast* 
ing  its  stream,  we  passed  on  in  sun- 
shine and  shade,  tUl,  at  last,  rushing 
out  from  one  of  the  deep  gorges 
through  which  it  poured,  we  beheld 
an  immense  extent  of  undulating 
country,  covered  here  and  there  with 
wood,  and  broken  in  various  spots 
with  crags,  while,  brightly  relieved 
by  the  deep  shadow  of  a  cloud  which 
covered  all  the  foreground,  the  town 
of  Dinan  appeared  on  its  high  hill 
behind,  with  its  old  battlements 
catching  the  full  light  of  the  day,  as 
they  hung  over  the  bold  masses  of 
rock  on  which  the  town  is  perched.** 

The  high  road  from  St  Malo  to 
Dinan  runs  on  the  £.  side  of  the 
Ranee,  but  only  now  and  then  in 
sight  of  it,  and  is  devoid  of  interest 
until  it  comes  in  view  of  Dinan. 

The  postmaster  charges  4  kilom. 
extra  on  quitting  St  Malo  at  high 
water,  on  account  of  the  circuit  round 
the  port  which  bis  horses  are  obliged 
to  make,  instead  of  crossing  direct  to 
St.  Servan,  as  is  done  when  the  tide 
is  out;  but  the  new  bridge  will 
remedy  this.     See  p.  97. 

15  Chateauneuf. 

We  here  quit  the  direct  road  to 
Rennes,  by  St.  Pierre  de  Plesguin 
13  kilom.,  Hed^  20  kilom..  Rennet 
23  kilom.  «  34}  £ng.  miles. 

Tlie  picturesque  towers  and  spires 
of  Dinan  are  close  at  hand  as  the 
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crow  flks,  but  it  takes  a  good  half 
hour  to  deseend  the  steep  hill  at 
whose  foot  the  Ranoe  flows,  and  to 
ascend  that  equally  steep,  though 
now  rendered  aoeeasible  by  ugtags^ 
on  the  opposite  side,  before  you  can 
enter 

18  Dinau, — Innti  H<^tel  du  Com- 
meroe^  best;  Poste ;  both  in  the  Place 
Duguesclin,  and  neither  irery  goed* 

The  country  in  which  Diuan  is 
placed  is  perhaps  the  most. beautiful 
in  Brittany.  The  situation  of  the 
town  (8,044  inhabitants)  is  very  sin- 
gular, on  the  crown  and  slopes  of  a 
hill  of  granite,  orerlooking  the  deep 
and  narrow  vidley  of  the  Ranee,  flow- 
ing 250  ft.  below  it.  The  sides  of 
4he  hill  are  excessively  steep;  but, 
notwithstanding,  houses  and  streets 
have  been  built  along  the  fiice  of  it 
to  the  water's  edge.  The  Rue  de 
Jersuel,  which  stretches  down  to  the 
bridge,  is  so  precipitous  as  to  be  im- 
practicable except  on  foot,  and  it  is 
even  difficult  for  a  pedestrian  to  de^ 
seend  its  slippery  pavement ;  yet  this 
originally  formed  the  only  approach 
to  the  town  on  the  side  of  St*  Malo> 
through  a  pointed  and  ribbed  Gothic 
gateway.  The  old  town  wall  and 
watch  towers  still  remain ;  the  streets 
in  the  older  quarters  abound  in  pic* 
turesque  bits  of  architecture ;  and  no 
spot  in  Brittany  is  better  fitted  to 
exercise  the  wrtisfs  pencil. 

The  modern  road  from  St.  Malo» 
after  making  a  wide  sweep  and  many 
tuma  under  the  old  walls,  in  order  to 
master  the  bill,  enters  the  town  by 
the  Porte  St.  Ijouis  close  to  the  old 
and  picturesque  Castie,  built  about 
1300,  and  often  inhabited  by  Anne  of 
Brittany,  but  now  a  prison.  It  was 
besieged  by  the  Duke  of  Lancaster, 
1389,  and  successfully  defended  by 
JDuguesdin  against  the  English.  It 
stands  on  the  edge  of  the  ravine, 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  and 
isolated  from  it  by  a  deep  fosse.  The 
present  entrance  has  been  forced 
through  a  wall  into  the  chapel,  a 
finely  vaulted  chamber  with  a  recess 


OP  onaakle»  beside  thealter*  in  whidi 
the  lord  or  lady  of  the  castle  nrigiit 
hear  man  without  being  seen;  it  ia 
called  the  orstoire  of  Aime  of  Brit* 
tany.  The  deep  eomioe  of  madiiM^ 
latioDs  which  crown  the  Donjon 
tower  giveitaTcry  pietureaqoe  ap- 
pearance,  and  there  is  a  pleasing  viaw 
firom  its  top. 

The  Plaet  Dmpietdm  receives  its 
name  from  that  Breton  hero^  whose 
statue  (in  pkister  1)  is  placed  in  the 
midst  of  it ;  and,  firom  the  eircimi* 
stances  of  its  having  been  the  lists  in 
which  he  fi>u^t  and  vanquished  an 
English  knight,  **  Thomas  of  Caiw. 
toifoie,"  whom  he  challenged  to  single 
combat  for  seising  treacherously,  in 
time  of  truce  between  the  two  nations^ 
his  brother  Oliver,  1359. 

The  CatUdral  of  St.  Satweur  is  an 
interesting  edifice  to  the  antiquaiy^ 
in  the  Bonumesque  style,  such  as  is 
more  commonly  met  with  in  the  S. 
of  Europe  than  in  the  N.  The 
crumbling  nature  of  the  granite  of 
whieh  it  is  composed  give  it  the  ap* 
pearance  of  greater  antiquity  than  it 
really  possesses.  The  lower  part  of 
the  W.  front  and  the  S.  sideare  probably 
of  the  12th  or  even  11th  century :  the 
rest  is  modernised.  The  central 
portal,  a  round  arch  deeply  recessed 
within  mouldings  and  pillars  (the 
two  outer  ones  detached),  is  flanked  on 
each  side  by  blank  arches,  containing 
statues  of  the  four  Evangelists  stand* 
log  on  lions,  &c.,  under  curious  Ro- 
manesque canopies.  From  the  wall 
above,  the  winged  lion  and  ox,  attri- 
butes of  St  Mark  and  St.  Luke,  pro« 
ject  in  high  relief.  The  buttresses 
against  the  S.  wall  are  in  the  form  of 
round  attached  pillars,  or  square 
pilasters  surmounted  by  capitals. 
Nbthing  within  the  church  merits 
notice  except  a  black  tasteless  slab  in 
the  N.  transept,  bearing  engraved  on 
it  and  gilt  a  double-headed  eagle, 
whose  outspread  wings  are  crossed  by 
a  bar,  below  which  a  quaint  inscrip* 
tion,  in  gold  letters,  informs  us  that 
the   heart  of  Bertrand  Puguewlin 
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{•pelt  guea qui)  wpote*  beneath  il» 
wkiie  hahodj  lies  among  theeeof  kings 
at  St  Denis.  Now,  «t  least,  neither 
etatement  is  any  longer  tme^  The 
slab  was  found  among  the  mins  of  the 
ehuieh  of  the  Jacobfais  now  rased  to 
the  ground;  and  aU  traoes  of  the 
heart  mad  of  the  tomb  of  the  Lady 
Tiphaine,  the  wife  of  Dnguesolin, 
by  wlibee  side  the  heart  was  de- 
posttad,  aie  gone:  the  body  shared 
the  fate  of  the  royal  ashes  at  the  de- 
aearation  of  4St«  Denis  in  the  Revolu- 
taon.  (See  p.  20.) 

.  The  adsnirer  of  ancient  domestie 
accfaiteeture  should  explore  the  narrow 
streets  with  overhanging  houses,  the 
basementsplanted  on  pillars,  each  story 
ptoiieeting  on  corbels,  which  Ibrm  the 
nucleus  of  the  town.  Arcades  resting 
CD  eanred  granite  pillars  or  wooden 
posts  are  Tery  prefalent.  Besides 
tbe  steep  Rue  de  Jennd  already  men- 
tibnad,  the  Carrefour  d'Horloge,  so 
flailed  fiN>m  its  lofty  granite  <dock 
towerj  the  Rue  da  la  Vieille  Poisson- 
ncrie,  (where  is  a  house  bearing  the 
date  13)69,)  and  the  Rue  de  la  Croix, 
()vl]ere.  the  house  of  Duguesclin  and 
his  lady  Tiphaine  is  lAiown  near  the 
H6tel  de  VUle,)  are  the  most  remark- 
aliile  in  this  respect. 
.  The  English  settled  in  Dinan  are 
said  to  amount  to  400  or  500 :  they 
have  a  Chapel  here  in  which  the  Eng- 
lish Church  Service  is  performed  on 
Sunday. 

Mademoiselle  Costa  keeps  a  tolerable 
cfarculating  Ubrary. 

The  Steamer^rom  St  Malo  ascends 
the  Ranee  as  fiur  as  the  bridge  of 
Dinan. 

JHliffetuea  daily  to  Rennes  and 
Ptois^  to  Brest,  to  St.  Malo,  Dol  and 
Caen. 

On  the  outside  of  the  town,  under 
tile  old  walls,  now  overgrown  with 
ivy,  while  the  ditdies  are  converted 
into  gardens,  run  most  agreeable  Tei*- 
raee$9  commanding  beautiAil  views 
over  the  vale  of  the  Ranee.  The 
Mont  Dol  and  Mont  St.  Michel  are 
visMe,  it  is  said,  from  some  points. 


There  are  maaufiietories  of  liae  Iomd 
and  of  sail-doth  in  and  about  tbi 
town. 

JBspcm'nimB  almost  withonst  end,  each 
var3ring  from  the  other,  nwy  be  mndt 
on  horse  and  foot  in  this  deliglitftil 
neighbourhood. 

At  the  dirtance  of  less  than  a  mile 
fiwm  the  Porte  St  Louis,  prettily  si* 
tuated  in  the  bottom  of  a  dell,  thvon|^ 
which  a  streamlet  falls  into  the  Ranc^ 
lies  the*  village  of  Lehom,  where  ana 
the  mins  of  a  once  celebrated  abbey 
and  a  castle.  The  abbey  is  entered 
by  a  tine  circular  archway  within  deep 
mouldings :  the  church,  now  rooOesi^ 
is  in  the  early  pointed  style :  it  ia 
called  La  Chapelle  des  Beaumanoir, 
from  being  the  burial  place  of  the 
fiimily  of  that  name,  whose  tembt 
wete  broken  open  at  the  RevolutMNi^ 
and  the  remains  dispersed,  while  their 
monumental  effigies,  originally  placed 
in  the  niches  on  either  side  of  the 
chufch,  have  been  removed  to  a  char 
pel  on  one  side.  There  are  4  figures 
of  warriors  armed,  and  an  ecclesias* 
tic,  all  in  high  relief;  the  drapery 
weU  executed,  the  hwids  folded  4a 
prayer.  One  of  them  is  said  to  have 
been  the  leader  of  the  Bretons*  in 
the  fiunous  <*  Combat  des  Trente*" 
(See  Route  4S). 

The  steep  wooded  height  above  tlia 
village  is  crowned  by  the  Casde,  now 
reduced  to  a  square  enclosure  of  walk 
levelled  down  to  the  surface  cf  the 
potato  6dd  which  they  enclose,  having 
round  towers  in  the  angles  and  centre 
of  each  fece.  It  was  taken  by  Heury 
IL  of  England,  1168.  From  tins 
castle-crowUed  height  a  beautifid 
view  opens  out  of  the  village  and  ab- 
bey at  its  feet,  of  the  course  of  the 
Ranee  and  the  romantic  valley  through 
which  it  flows.  The  navigation  above 
this  ia  continued  by  means  of  a  canal 
w^ch  unites  the  Ranee  with  the 
Vilaine. 

The  walk  may  be  very  pleasantly 
extended  from  this  along  the  slopes  qf 
the  hills,  by  jmibs  across  the  fields  be- 
hind the  Hospice  dea  AUen^  towaids 
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tin  loUage  St  £B|irit»  •  where  tfaare 
iaaoorious  Gotluo  emcifiz,  noir  OMieh- 
iButUi^ed.  The  ofaann.of  thi»  walk, 
hawevdv  is  tbe  fine  vieir  it  preaenls 
of  tbe  antique  toewrs  and  spires  of 
Danan,  on  tbe  opposite  side  of  the 
valley  to  the*  rt#,  and  the  insight  it 
afibids  into  die  eurious  system  of 
labyrinthine  Janes,  by  which  a  great 
part  of  Biittsny  is  trained.  Hie 
ceimtry  is^weil  wooded,  aboondtag 
especially  in  oeks,-  and  eseh  field,  is 
sufionnded  by  hedges^  The  lanes 
by  whieh  it  is  interaeoted  in  all  dir 
reetioBs^  ewiog  to  the  soft  and  erum- 
bling  natuse  Si  the  soil,  differ  little- 
ftam  ditehes  worn  down  8  or  lO  ft. 
below  tlie  sarfaoe  of  the  fields,  and 
¥U7  in-  cheneter  betwesa  a  pool  or 
slengt^  of  mud,  or  a  mound  of  hard  bare 
reek.  Astsangeriaahnoetsturetoloose 
his  way  anong  them,  so  intricate  and 
numeroas  are  their  erossingB.  The 
country,  sfamed  and  grooivd  by  these 
hollow  ways,  is  like  a  rabbit  wanren, 
and  thorongUy  explains  how  the 
Choaaos  uul  Yendeans  were  frible^ 
among  sach.  fiutnesse^  to  put  to  de- 
fiance so  long  .the  armies  of  the  re- 
publican goTemmcnt. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  Diaan, 
aboDt  1  m.  distant,  at  the  bottom  of 
a'  really  romantio  £ttle  valley,  is  the 
sfm  or  Eqmx  Min4rak»,  a  source  of 
saline  .snlpbuieous  water,  good  fiir 
liver  oomplaints,  much  resorted  to  in 
summer.  Alleys  have  been  planted 
and  a  sort  of  pump-room  built,  which 
oontribute  little  to  the- beauty  of  the 
spot,  Ihough  they  cannot  spoil.it.  Jl 
walk  along  the  paths,  out  through 
tbe  trees  alcmig  the  steep  sides  of  tibe 
dell,  is  highly  to  be  reoommended. 
-  The  ChAteoM  de  h.  Garape  is  a 
mined  manstoo  of  the  time  of  Franeb 
I.,>  exhibiting  in  Us  fiiUing  waUs  and 
towers  some  picturesque  bits  of  ar- 
ddtectuiie,  in  the  style  of  La  Be- 
naissanee,  intermixed  with  Gothic  or- 
nanents.  The  last  owner,  M.  de  la 
Garaye,  quittmg  the  gay  world,  con- 
verted this  house  into  an  hospital, 
while;  with  his  wift^  he  devoted  all  his 


time  and  fortune  to  the  eareof  the  Mu 
Tofit  themrielvs  for  their  duty  they  both 
studied  medieine  aadaurgeiy»  and  his 
lady  became  an  eoBeellentocnliBtr  Tha 
hoepital  was  destsoyed  at  tbe  B*>: 
molutiony  which  the  benevolent  fiNin^ 
ders  fortunately  did  not  live  to  8e% 
having  died  17&5->7,  but  the  manu* 
meot  over  the  graves  even  of  these 
bene&ctoars  of  tiie  distidet^  in  tbe 
cfaurebyand  of  Eaden,  did  not  eseeiM 
destruction  from  the.  ruthless  hands 
of  the  republican  spoilers. 


On  the  roadfirom  Dinan  to  Bcnnes 
the  small  town  of  Evrau  is  passed^  it 
is  situated  on  the  Canal  which  joins 
the  Banoe  to  the  He.     The  casUe  06 
tbe  Beaumanoir  here  is  now  modem* 
ised.     The  country  beyond  is  very- 
tame : .  fields  and  hedgeroaai^  and  fei^ 
villages*  Country  houses,  wfaene  they^ 
occur,  Ue  at  a  distance  firom  the  ioad» 
without  lodges  or  dressed  grounds. 

29  La  Ghapelle  Chauss^ 

24  Jlenmet  in  Rte..S5. 

There  are  S  roads  firom  Rennes  to  ■ 
Nantes: 

—  a.  By  DervaL  107  kilom^ax  66| 
£ng.  miles. 

16*  Bout  de  Lande. 

11  Roudun. 

A  high  hill  is  crossed  before  reach- 
ing 

17  La  Breheraye. 
9  Derval. 

12  Nozay. 

14  Bout  de  Bois. 

14  Gesvres. 

14  Nantcs  in  Rte.  46. 

—  b.  By  Chateaubriant  lid  kilom. 
s>  73  Bng.  miles. 

18  Corps  Nuda. 

17  Thourie. 

18  Cbateaubrtant  (/wt,  Hotel  des 
Voyageurs^  somII  but  dean,)  is  named 
firom  an  old  castle,  built  1015,  by. 
Brtant,  Comte  de  FenthiSvre^  takea* 
and  destroyed  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
VIII.  by  La  Tremomlle,  itha  lea 
nothing  standing  but  the  keep  and 
8  other  towers.  The  Chdteau  Nei^ 
was  the  residence oi  Fran^ttsede  ^ouU 
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IS  Ia  Meilleimye. 

About  1  m.  on  the  L  of  the  road  lict 
a  Monatiay  of  the  Order  of  La  Drappe. 
It  was  sold  as  natioiial  property  1793, 
aod  was  repurehased  1816  by  a  Ro- 
manist Society  of  Trappists,  who  had 
been  setUcd  at  LuLworth  in  Donet- 
8hiie»  but  thar  number  has  been 
greatly  diminished  (to  25)  since  1830, 
in  consequence  of  tiieir  having  mixed 
themselves  up  with  the  Chouan  in- 
surrection of  that  period. 

19  Nort  is  a  small  town  on  the  1. 
bank  of  the  £rdre,  which  becomes 
nayigable  here  for  steamers.  One  plys 
daily  between  Nantes  and  Nort,  to 
and  fra  Below  this  the  £rdre  sweUs 
out  into  the  form  of  a  lake ;  on  its  rt. 
bank  are  ChapeUe  sur  Erdre,  and  the 
castle  of  la  64oherie,  residence  of  the 
Princess  Marguerite  de  Navarre,  sis- 
ter of  Francis  I.,  and  authoress  of  the 
romances  known  by  the  title  Hep- 
tameron. 

A  little  farther  is  the  castle  of 
Blue  Beard,  (Oilles  de  Rets,)  whose 
story  is  ioiLd  in  Route  58. 

18  Carquefou. 

11  NAKTES,in  Rte.  46, 


ROUTE  42. 

MORLAIX  TO  NAWTES,  B7  THE  MIKES  OF 
HUXLGOAT  AND  VOULAHOUAK,  CAR- 
BAIX,  FONTIVr,  JO8SBLIN9  AND  PLOX&- 
MEL. 

This  is  a  cross  country  road,  not  a 
post  road,  but  it  is  described,  as  it 
includes  several  places  of  interest 

There  is  a  good  view  of  the  pic- 
turesque town  of  Morlaix  (p.  119.) 
from  the  heights  crossed  on  quit- 
ting it  The  road  gradually  ap- 
proaches and  surmounts  the  chain  of 
the  Menez  Arr^  hills,  through  a 
desolate  country  chiefly  moorland. 
The  summit  level  is  reached  at  Croix 
Court»  which  is  also  the  boundary  of 
tibe  arrandissements  of  Morlaix  and 
Chateaulin.  About  1^  m.  beyond  Le 
Mendi,  a  liamlet  12  m.  from  Morlaix, 


a  road  turns  off  on  the  1.  to  Huelgost 
(4  m«  fardier).  Here  is  only  a  poor 
inn,  which,  however,  can  fiimish  a 
clean  bed  and  something  to  eat 
Huelgoat  is  a  town  of  1040  inhabit- 
ants, in  a  remote  and  thinly  peopled 
district  celebrated  for  its  Minee  of 
lead,  containing  silver  mixed  with  it 
They  are  situated  about  1^  m.  from 
the  town  in  the  midst  of  a  most  pic* 
turesque  valley,  through  which  runs 
a  rushing  stream,  conc^ed  from  view 
at  one  particular  spot  by  an  iboule^ 
ment  of  colossal  fragments  of  rocks. 

The  path  (to  the  mines)  is  caorried 
through  thick  woods  by  the  side  of  a 
narrow  canal  or  aqueduct,  conveying 
water  to  move  the  machinery  and  the 
hydraulic  pump  by  which  the  mine 
is  kept  dry.  This  machine  is  a  tna^ 
terpiece  of  mechanical  skill,  con- 
structed by  M.  Juncker,  an  engineer 
of  Alsace,  andjrelated  to  Cuvier.  It 
well  deserves  the  minute  attention  of 
all  who  take  an  interest  in  mining  or 
machinery,  and  has  been  thought 
worthy  of  an  eulogistic  report,  read 
to  the  Academy  of  Science  by  M. 
Arago.  It  has  the  force  of  280  horsesy 
and  raises  3  cuIhc  metres  53  cen* 
ti^mes  per  minute,  a  height  of  754 
ft,  effected  by  a  column  of  water 
equal  to  21  cubic  inches,  falling  from 
a  height  of  196  fk.  It  has  been  at 
work  for  many  years  night  and  day, 
its  movements  are  free  from  the 
least  irregularity  or  the  slightest 
noise.  It  is  entirely  under  ground 
at  a  considerable  depth  below  the 
surface.  The  process  of  separating 
the  silver  from  the  ores  by  amalga- 
mation with  mercury  is  also  very 
curious.  M.  Juncker,  who  for  many 
years  directed  these  works,  has  in- 
troduced considerable  ameliorations 
on  the  Saxon  method,  by  means  of 
which  large  masses  of  very  poor  ores 
have  been  worked,  which  were  for- 
merly rejected;  by  this  means  the 
prosperity  of  the  Huelgoat  mines 
has  increased  much  of  late  years. 
Permission  to  enter  the  mines  is  rea* 
dily  given  by  the  director.    Th^  best 
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time  for  visiting  them  is  at  nx  o*cloek» 
wben  the  gangs  of  miners  are  shifted, 
and  the  nightworking  set  retieve  those 
who  have  toiled  through  the  day. 
The  descent  is  made  by  a  bucket  and 
rope. 

The  vein  of  lead  has  been  traced 
for  more  than  ^  a  mile  in  a  clay  slate 
of  the  upper  Silurian  formation. 

The  letd  ore  (Galena)  is  sent  to 
Poulahouau  to  be  smelted. 

In  the  church  of  Huelgoat  is  a 
curious  reading  desk  (lutrin)  resting 
on  a  pedestal  resembling  the  classic 
tripody  but  of  wood,  each  of  the  3 
sides  ornamented  with  a  figure  in  ba»- 
relief  of  a  classic  character.  On  one 
a  man  with  long  hair  and  a  mace 
over  his  shoulder,  with  no  other 
clothing  than  a  short  doak,  on  an- 
other a  young  man  in  classic  garb, 
bearing  a  torch  in  one  hand,  and  a 
dart  in  the  other ;  on  the  thiird  a  fe- 
male bearing  a  cup  and  vase^  in  the 
guise  of  a  Bacchante.  It  has  been 
well  described  by  M.  Fremlnville; 
but  nothing  is  known  of  its  origin  or 
the  meaning  of  its  carvings. 

The  Manage  da  la  Fierce,  is  a  spe- 
cies of  cave  formed  by  fallen  masses 
pf  granite  rock,  through  whidi  a  small 
stream  of  black  water  and  of  unknown 
origin  flows,  in  places  out  of  sight. 
It  is  possible  with  a  sure  foot  and 
steady  head  to  descend  into  the  gulph. 
Near  this  is  a  Rocking  Stone, 

Thel  Ckueadet  of  Si,  Herbot  are 
worth  the  walk  to  them,  less  on  ac- 
count of  the  waterfalls  themselv^ 
than  for  the  scenery  of  the  little  valley 
in  which  they  lie,  varied  with  dense 
woods  and  bare  jutting  rocks.  The 
village  Church,  surmounted  by  a  fine 
square  tower  on  a  height  above,  con- 
tains the  tomb  and  effigy  of  the  an- 
chorite St.  Herbot,  some  carved 
screen-work  in  the  choir,  and  a  rood" 
I^  of  most  elaborate  and  beautiful 
workmanship  in  the  style  of  the 
Renaissance.  There  are  2  painted 
windows  of  rich  colour  with  tiie  date 
1556.  It  has  a  fine  W.  portal  in  the 
decorated  style*  but  bearing  the  date 


1516,  an  ogee  ardb  ornamented  with 
irialed  foliage,  and  a  still  more  beau- 
tiful S.  porch,  but  tbe  statues  are 
poor.  Herbot  is  a  veterinary  saint, 
who  cures  the  diicases  of  animals,  pro- 
vided a  lock  of  the  beast's  hair  be  hdd 
on  his  ahar. 

At  BnuulU  in  the  parish  of  Loe» 
quefiret,  about  6  m.  fhmi  Huelgoat, 
at  a  distance  from  any  village,  sur- 
rounded by  3  or  4  hovels,  is  a  fine 
large  Church  in  the  best  style  of 
Gothic  art,  surmounted  by  a  spire, 
and  internally  adorned  with  earving 
in  stone  and  wood,  and  with  painted 
glass,  now  all  going  to  decay. 

Poulahouan,  on  the  direct  road 
from  Morlaix  to  Carhaix,  contains 
other  lead  mintc,  but  inferior  in  extent 
and  productiveness  to  those  of  HueU 
goat  Here,  however,  are  the  tmdting 
houaec  in  which  the  ore  from  both 
mines  is  reduced.  The  galleries  of 
the  mine  have  been  driven  horison- 
tally  }  of  a  mile  and  vertically  more 
than  600  ft.  in  the  grauwacke. 

There  is  a  direct  road  (15  m.) 
from  Huelgoat  to  Carhaix,  a  primi* 
tive  town,  among  the  hills,  in  the 
midst  of  that  most  unsophisticated 
district  of  ancient  Brittany,  Cour* 
nouailles.  It  abounds  in  old  houses^ 
with  projecting  eornices,  and  carved 
timber  work,  and  is  inhabited  by  peo* 
pie  as  old  feshioned  as  their  dwellings. 
•  Here  is  shown  the  house  in  which 
La  Tour  d*Auvergne  was  bom,  in 
1743 ;  who,  stem  republican,  as  well 
as  brave  warrior,  steadily  refused  rank, 
but  died  the  **  premier  grenadier  do 
France,**  in  the  battle-field  on  the 
banks  of  the  Danube.  A  statue  of 
him  by  the  Piedmontese  artist,  M»- 
rochetti,  was  erected  in  the  place  in 
1840. 

A  little  way  out  of  the  town  on 
the  road  to  Celiac,  is  an  ancient 
structure  said  to  be  a  Roman  aque- 
duct. There  is  also  a  Roman  road 
which  can  be  traced  for  more  than  a 
mile  on  the  way  to  St.  Gildas.  Richard 
Cceur  de  Lion  was  defeated  at  Car* 
haix,  1197,  by  his  rebellious  vassala, 
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|li0  noUfls  of  Brifttanj.  Sui  .high 
roads  unite  bere»  to  Brest,  Horlaix, 
St.Brieuc»  Valines,  Chateaulin  and 
■Q^umper. 

A  direct  joad  leads  firom  CarhaU 
lo  lioxient,  by  Le  Taouet,  and  otct 
the  high  range  of  the  Montagnp 
Koire.  Not  far  from  Le  Taouet*  is  a 
Yiery  handsome  CSotbic  cb^»eL 

The  road  to  Fontivy  aad  Vaanes 
^uUs  the  department  of  Finisteno 
^oon  after  leaving  Carhaiz,  paaseo 
]El9Atr6nea  (department  C6tes  du 
Nord),  beyond  which  it  crosses  the 
Brast  and  Nantes  canal,  and.  leaehes 

Pontiyy  {Inn  :  H.  des  Yojageurs)* 
4111  «noient  town  widi  old  wi^  and 
gates,  to  which  a  new  quarter  was 
tacked  on  by  Napoleon,  who  efaanged 
the  name  of  the  place  to  Napolsonyille. 
i  t  At  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons^ 
however,  his .  name  and  his  puUio 
works  were  dropped;  and  many  of  the 
buildingB  remain  half  finished.  The 
liver  BlUvet,  now  rendeied  navigable 
to  the  9ea  at  Lorient,  aad  the  canal 
ftom  Brest  to  Nanteo^  afford  openings 
^r  fiome  eommevce.  The  Ctutk  of 
thfl^  Dukes  of  Brittany  is  of  ancient 
lbimdation»  but  the  actual  edifice  was 
rebuilt  1485.  It  is  rapidly  fidling 
to  ruin. 

About  6  m.  N.  of  the  road  to  Jos« 
selin,  is  Rohan,  cradle  of  the  noUe 
^mily  of  that  naaoe^  now  a  poor  and 
iasignifienut  village,  but  prettily  situ- 
ate Of  the  Css«2t,  n6w  mglected 
l^y  theptunoes  its  owners,  soErcely  a 
moisel  of  wall  remains  aboire  the  snr- 
fttte;  the  last  firagments  having  been 
puUed  down  reoen43y  to  build  cottages 
^ith  thfrstones* 

>  Posting  is  aalabUshed  on  the  road 
bijtween  Contivy  and 

34  Josselin.  —  Inn :  Poste ;  Croix 
d'Or. 

The  Cattle  of  Joutfin,'  an  ancient 
feudal  finrtoess,  fiMiaded  on  a  rock 
alMWe  the  river  Oest»  was  the  real- 
deaoe  of  the  fiimoufl  Constable  de 
Caisson*  who  added  a  donjon,  now 
destrogred,  to  the  building;^  and  died 
bere^  1407,  in  a  chamber  fiusing  the 


rimr,  still  pointed  out.  llie  oldest 
parts  are  the  round  towers,  on  tbc 
outride,  built  of  slate.  Hie  most 
remarkable  portion  of  the  building  it 
the  inner  front,  in  the  irregular  but 
picturesque  style  of  Gothic  in  its  latest 
form,  equivalent  to  our  Elisabetban, 
and -dating  probably  from  the  l<Mii 
century.  It  is  surmounted  by  pointed 
gaUes,  and  no  two  divisions  corre- 
spond :  the  windows  surmouBted  by 
Gothio  canopies,  iBterspersed  with 
parapets  of  interlacing  tracery,  in  tfaa 
midst  of  which  the  words,  **  k  piua/* 
the  motto  of  the  Rohans,  to  whom 
the  castle  still  belongs,  out  in  letters 
of  stone,  is  eonstaiitly  tedamng. 
From  the  initials  A.  V.  with  aooronely 
it  is  supposed  to  have  been  built  by 
Alain  VIII.  Yicomte  de  Josselin. 

The  Tomk  of  OUtfier  dt  Quson,  in 
the  Churek  of  N&tre  Datne,  was  vio* 
lated  at  the  Revolution,  and  the  eflU 
gies  of  himself  in  armour^  and  his 
wife  Marguerite  de  Rohan,  through 
whom  lie  inherited  the  castle,  were 
bvoken  to  pieces.  The  mutilated 
fragments,  were  to  be  seen  lately  in 
the  sacnsty.  A  modem  mausoleum 
has  been  erected  in  execrable  taste.  ' 

In  tiie  midst  of  a  wild  open  heathy 
hsdf  way  between  Josselin  and  Ploeiw 
mel,  a  modem  obelisk  marks  the 
i^Kit  when  the  Comhai  de»  TVenls 
took  place.  Here,  if  we  may  beBe^ 
Breton  poets  and  writers  of  modem 
date  (for  ancient  autiiority  is  wanting 
for.  the  event,  and  many  have  doubted 
whether  it  ever  occurred),  close  to  an 
oak,  which  has  long  since  disappeared^ 
called  chene  de  mie  voie,  a  battle  ia 
said  to  have  been  fought  1351,  be- 
tween 30  Bretons  on  the  «ide  of 
Charles  de  Blois,  and  SO  partisans  of 
Jean  de  Montfort,  consisting  of  20 
English,  4  Flemings,  and  6  Bretons^ 
there  not  being  enough  English  oa 
the  spot  to  form  the  foil  complex 
ment  of  combatants.  The  ofaallaage 
was  given  by  Du  Beaumanoir,  the  Bre^ 
ton  leader  of  the  garriion  c£  Joss^in, 
to  his  opponents,  who  composed 
part  of  the  ganrison  of  Ploermel,  m 
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xMms^uetice  of  an*  lilldged  mfhustioii 
of  a  treaty  by  the  latter.  The  Eng^ 
lish  were  led  on  by  a  knight,  wbofn* 
the  French€aUBrembr&(?  Pembroke), 
and  after  a  Tery  stout  resistance  were 
msmquisbed,  chiefly  owing  to  the  death 
cf  their  leader.  The  combat  of  the  90 
is  not  mentioned  in  the  oldest  copies  of 
Froisaart,  the  coiemporary  chronicler 
of  the  wars  of  Brittany,  and  is  doubted 
by  Daru  in  his  history;  notwithstand- 
ihg  wbich,'  th^  monumental  obelisk 
erected  since  the  Restoration,  in  the 
piace  of  one  destroyed  at  the  Revolu- 
tion, headed  **  Vrve  le  Roi!  Les  Bovat- 
bons  toujoUTS  1  **  gives  a  list  of  the 
names  of  the  30  Bretons  engaged 
kiit. 
^'  12  Ploermd  in  Rte.  45. 

15  Malestroit 

There  is  no  posting  from  this  place 
to 

'  Redon,  a  town  of  4500  inhabitants 
on  the  Vilaine,  which  is  a  tidal  river 
up  to.  this  point,  and  navigable  for 
vesseTs  t>f  considerable  size,  Vhile  the 
navigation  is  continued  by  locks  above 
this  to  Rennes. 

The  Churi^,  originally  belon^ng  to 
the  Abbey,  is  a  fine  Gothic  building 
with  a  semicircular  E.  end.  The 
conventual  bladings  are  turned  into  a 
eollege. 

The  Chetteau  ih  Beattmmt,  in  the 
Vicinity  of  tl^e  town,  retains  3  towers 
of  considerable  antiquity  attached  to 
its  modern  constructions.  There  are 
extensive  slate  quarries  near  this. 

19  Rozay.     ' 

24  Bout  de  Bois.    We  here  enter 
Rte.  41  a.  p.  135. 
'14  Gesvres. 
'14  Kantes.     (Route  4©.) 


1    f 
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.    ROUTE  44. 

BUnV     TO     VAVTKS   «^  BT     QUnCTBE, 
AUftAT,    VAKims,    Ain>     LA     mooBB 

■CBiTAmn  ^*  ncvasioM s  to  lobi- 
m  Ain>  TO  OAawAC  avb  uxjk* 
MAiiAKaa. 

807  kilom.  »  191  Eng.m. 

A  DiHs^enet  (mail)  ntna  daily. 

Between  Brest  and  Ch&teauliii' 
I  the  gteamer  (sea  briow)  is  preferable 
tD  the  diligence. 

The  high  road  Amn  Brest  to  CtaA-« 
teaulin  makes  a  great  circuit,  inovder 
to  avoid  the  crssks  jutting  out  of  the 
Bay  of  Brest :  it  follows  the  Ffeirii 
road  to 

20  Landemeau  (Rt6u44«),  tfaentuiMf 
abrup%  B.  to 

20  Faon,  seated  on  a  river  wliioii 
becomes  all  slime  at  low  water.^  The 
costume  of  the  people  n  these  little 
towns,  and  kideed  m  this  part  of 
Brittany,  is  such  as  was  worn  in  £b«* 
gland  in  the  time  of  Charles  !•  and 
11.  -~  slouched  hat9>  trunk  hose»  (bnu 
gon  bras,  i.  «.,  brogues  or  breefai») 
very  wide,  and  with:  many  folds,  the 
hatr  hanging' down  the  mcnls  baelBB^ 
reminding  one  of  thepieturesinliMev 
Walton.  The  bladi  ehareod  bmniers 
thus  attired  have  a  very  singular  ep»' 
pearanoe.  The  women  here  wenr  ■ 
sort  of  cravat  round  tb^r  necks.  Ths 
Pitfdon  ($5.),  celebrated  four  times  « 
year  at  Rumengol  near  Faou,  is  ae« 
tended  with  very  curioss  eevemonissu 

From  the  high  ground  beyond 
Faoui  a- pretty  view  is  obtained  urn 
the  rt; ;  the  rotd^-  which  is  very- 
hilly,  next  dips  into  a' wooded  endi 
picturesque  deU,  at  the  bettomvcC 
which  is  a  royal  manufoetory  of  gun*' 
powder,  called  Pont  de  Puis.  An* 
other  bill  surmounted,  and  we  reads 
the  banks  of  the  Cbftteaoliii  riter  at 
JPott  d*  Lamuxy,  the  point  ojf  arrival 
and  deperiure  c»f  the  «<tasi<r  leaently' 
esteblii^Md. 

The  ifeamir  runs  only  tbseetimesA. 
weekt  making  the  voyage  from  Brest 
to  Port  Launay,  2  m.  short  ef  ClUU  • 
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teauUn,  in  four  hours.  It  traverses 
the  Rade  de  Brest  through  its  entire 
length,  and  thus  enables  Sie  stranger 
fully  to  ei^oy  the  beauties  of  that  fine 
salt-water  lake.  For  a  general  de- 
scription of  it,  and  of  the  vast  range 
of  batteries  which  defend  it,  see  p.  1 25. 
Rte.  36.  On  setting  out,  the  opening 
of  the  Goulet  is  seen  on  the  rt,  and  on 
the  1.  the  wide  creek  or  inlet,  which 
extends  up  to  Landemeau.  The 
steamer  passes  between 

Rt.'  the  Pointe  des  Espagnols,  the 
eitreme  projection  of  the  peninsula 
of  Qu^lern,  and  1*  the  Pointe  de 
rArmorique^  both  strongly  defended 
by  forts.  During  the  wars  of  the 
Ligue,  a '  Spanish  force  sent  over  to 
aid  the  Due  de  Mecseur  in  his  re- 
sutance  to  Henri  IV.,  took  posses- 
sion of  the  point,  and  intrenching 
themselves  on  it,  completely  com- 
manded the  entry  of  the  roads.  Their 
fort  was  at  length  captured  by  assault 
by  Marshal  d*Aumont,  assisted  by 
1800  English,  commanded  by  Col. 
Korriai,  sent  over  by  Queen  Elizabeth, 
after  an  obstinate  defence,  and  all 
within  it  put  to  the  sword — the 
French  say,  chiefly  through  the  s»- 
vageness  of  the  English. 

The  peninsula  of  Qu^lem,  con- 
sumed on  both  sides  by  the  ever  restless 
waves,  exhibits  a  fringe  of  notched 
and  jagged  rocks,  which,  as  they  be- 
come undermined  by  the  ocean,  are 
oonstantly  giving  way.  Immense 
fisnires  are  fomrcd  every  year  in  the 
ground  above,  and  are  followed  by 
numerous  landslips.  These  bare  and 
exposed  promontories  covered  with 
heath,  and  cut  up  and  notched  by  the 
traves,  were  the  choeen  site  of  the  wor- 
ship of  the  Druids,  and  abound  in 
those  curious  Celtic  remains  called 
Druidic  stones.  ($  4.) 

1u  The  Bay  of  Daoulas,  or  «  Double 
murder,*' is  so  calledfrom  the  slaughter 
of  two  saints  by  a  pagan  chie^  which 
gave  rise  to  an  Abbey  whose  ruins 
still  remain.  They  are  chiefly  of  the 
15th  century,  with  earlier  portions  in 
tha  round  style.     Near  this  are  the 


quarries  of  the  Kersaaton  stone,  so 
much  used  for  the  churches  of  Bnt« 
tany.  (§  5.) 

Rt.  The  steamer  next  enters  the 
inletof  Chateaulin,  bending  round  the 
projecting  promontory  Landevennec, 
on  which  are  ruins  of  a  church  a^ 
tached  to  a  once  celebrated  Abbey^ 
the  Breton  Chartreuse,  which  was 
destroyed  at  the  Revolution,  and  its 
valuable  charters  and  MS.  sent  to 
Brest  to  be  made  into  cartridges  by 
the  artillery. 

The  banks  of  the  inlet,  now  con- 
tracting into  a  river,  are  picturesque, 
but  the  course  of  the  stream  is  very 
vrinding. 

At  Port  de  Launay  the  voyage, 
for  steamers  ends;  the  river  Aulne 
being  crossed  by  a  weir  and  lock  a 
short  way  above  this,  to  render  it 
navigable  for  barges  as  far  as  Ch4^ 
teauneuf,  where  the  canal  to  Nantes 
commences. 


There  are  many  slate  quarries  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  near  to 

19  Chateaulin.  Inn,  Poste,  tolei^able* 
A  small,  but  not  remarkable  town  in 
a  pretty,  park-like  valley,  having  a 
bridge  over  the  Aulne,  and  an  old. 
castle  in  ruins  on  a  rock  behind  it* 
At  Pleyhen^  7  m.  £.  of  this,  is  a  fine 
Gothic  CAurcA,  with  a  lofty  tower  and 
well  preserved  sculptured  portal,  bear- 
ing inside  of  it  statues  of  the  twelve 
Apostles;  the  windows  are  adorned 
with  painted  glass.  In  the  church- 
yard is  a  very  curious  Caloaire  resting 
on  four  arches^  on  the  sides  and  the 
top  of  which  our  Saviour's  pasrion  is 
represented  in  bas-relie&  and  statues,' 
more  than  ISO  in  number,  not  ill 
drawn,  the  drapery  especially.  The 
costume  .is  that  of  the  16th  century, 
yet  the  date  affixed  to  the  monument 
is  1650. 

Quimper  may  be  reached  from 
Chateaulin  in  about  6  hours.  The 
road  here  quits  the  valley  of  the 
Aulne  by  a  steep  ascent  3  m.  long  t 
from  the  very  top  of  which,  an  open 
moorland  tract,  you  still  look  down 
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ui>on  Cbateaulin  and  its  valley.  Hiis 
ridge  is  called  the  Black  MountaixL 
It  was  near  this  part  of  the  road  that 
a  party  of  mtrusire  clergy  and  bishops, 
appointed  by  the  Revolutionist  go- 
▼emmenti  proceeding  to  a  confirm- 
ation at  Brest,  were  stopped,  dragged 
out  of  the  coach  by  a  party  of  Chouans, 
and  murdered  on  the  highway. 

24  Quimper.  (Corentin.)  Inn,  H. 
de  TEpee,  the  only  good  one. 

Quimper  is  capitEd  of  the  department 
of  Finisterre,  though  it  has  only  9660 
inhabitants,  while  Brest  has  30,000. 
It  bears  the  stamp  of  antiquity  as 
much  as  any  town  in  Brittany,  and 
is  still  partly  surrounded  by  the  walls 
and  watch  towers,  erected  for  its  de- 
fence by  Pierre  de  Dreux,  who,  though 
a  bishop,  was  also  a  great  captain  in 
its  time.  The  Cathedral  rears  its 
stately  W.  Sront  with  a  deep  sculp- 
tured portal,  rich  in  foliage,  but 
much  fractured  betw^n  two  massive 
towers,  on  one  side  of  the  market 
place.  It  is  a  large  and  fine  edifice, 
begun  1424,  and  has  this  peculiarity, 
that  its  nave  is  not  on  a  line  with  the 
choir,  which  inclines  considerably  to 
the  N.  E.,  although  the  irregularity  is 
not  so  perceptible  as  to  be  a  defect. 
The  interior  is  of  a  stately  height ;  in 
the  S.  aisle  is  a  curious  grated  niche. 
The  pulpit  is  carved  and  gilt.  The 
sculpture  of  the  porch  is  like  that  of 
Folgoat  in  the  beautiful  treatment  of 
the  foliage.  The  towers  though  mas- 
sive are  not  heavy,  h&ng  set  off  by 
the  slit  windows  SO  ft.  high  which 
pierce  them,  and  by  the  light  open 
parapet  with  which  they  terminate. 

The  ruined  Church  of  the  Cordeliers 
begun  1224,  with  the  elegant  though 
mutilated  cloister  appertuning  to  it 
and  the  chapel  of  Loehmcaria^  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  town  to  the  S.,  appa- 
rently older  than  any  in  Quimper,  and 
a  work  of  the  middle*  of  the  12th 
iMntury,  will  be  appreciated  by  the 
antiquary. 

The  best  and  most  modem  houses 
line  a  quay  on  the  rt.  bank  iji  the 
Odel^  which  flows  through  Qmmper 


In  the  form  of  a  canaL  On  its  L 
bank  stands  the  Prefecture,  fronting  a 
sort  of  Champ  da  Mars,  behind  which 
a  tall  and  steep  hill  rises,  covered 
with  a  hanging  wood,  cut  into  ter- 
races and  xigsag  paths,  forming  an 
agreeable  public  walk,  leading  to  the 
top,  whence  there  is  a  fine  view  of 
the  river,  which  expands  greatly  be- 
low the  town. 

Quimper  is  said  to  be  an  agreeable 
reridenee ;  its  situation  is  very  pretty, 
and  some  trout  fishing  might  be  had 
in  the  neighbouring  streams;  the 
climate  is  bad,  however. 

For  those  who  have  time  and  inclin- 
ation there  remains  to  be  visited  near 
Quimper  the  picturesque  manoir  of 
Coat  Bibf  a  little  to  the  rt  of  the  road 
to  Cbateaulin  (date  1517);  the  elegant 
and  well  preserved  chapel  of  La  Mht 
de  JHeu,  16th  century;  the  AfoMSfotr, 
an  ancient  fortified  mansion  on  the 
way  to  Concameau. 

A  new  high  road  has  been  made 
from  this  to  the  Pointe  or  Bee  du 
Raz,  a  storm-beaten  promontory  sur- 
mounted by  a  lighthouse,  which  though 
nearly  270  h,  above  the  sea,  is  con- 
stantly covered  by  the  spray  during 
tempests.  The  spot  has  little  grandeur^ 
but  a  savage  wildness ;  the  sea  around 
is  always  tempest-tossed,  and  the  shore 
of  the  Baie  des  Tr^pass^s,  so  called 
from  the  number  of  dead  bodies 
washedjupon  it,  is  perpetually  co- 
vered with  wrecks.  The  fiat  bare 
rocky  peninsula  of  Penmarch  abounds 
in  Celtic  remains.  Near  Soc*h  is  a 
Druidic  parallelogram  of  upright 
stones,  and  the  finest  dolmen  in 
Finisterre,  consisting  of  16  vertical 
slabs  supporting  two  horizontal  or  ta- 
bular stones. 

The  road  out  of  Quimper  to 
QuimperU  has  been  much  improved 
of  late,  by  being  carried  round  the 
flanks  of  the  hills,  instead  of  over  their 

tops. 

21  Rosporden  stands  on  the  bor- 
ders of  a  large  pond. 

25  Quimperl^  (Inn :  q.  if  any  good 
<me)»  is   seated    amidst  hills,  on  m 
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j^wUng   riyer,  the   EU«,  and  is  a 
pretty  town. 

The  large  mass  of  building  on  one 
side  of  the  Place,  now  serving  as 
Mairie,  &c.,  was  originally  a  god> 
vent  of  Benedictines,  attached  to 
which^  behind,  is  the  CiMrck  of  Ste, 
Crour*  a  building  calculated  to  interest 
the  antiquary  and  architect  from  its 
age  (10th  or  11th  century?),  and  its 
ionOf  SL  rotunda  surmounted  by  a 
dome  with  4  projecting  apses,  one  of 
which  has  been  modernised.  The 
Arrangement  of  the  central  piers^  con- 
cave inwardly,  convex  outwardly,  the 
pilasters  attached  to  them,  the  nar- 
row, loopholed,  roundheaded  windows 
high  up  in  the  wall,  all  mark  its  an- 
tiquity, 3  flights  of  steps  lead  up  to 
the  altar,  beneath  which  is  a  curious 
and  still  more  ancient  crypt,  entered 
firom  the  outside.  It  contains  the 
tomb  of  St.  Gurlot,  with  a  hole  in 
the  stone  through  which  the  Bretcms 
thni^t  their  arms  to  be  cured  of  rheu- 
jBatism.  Above  the  main  entranoe 
to  the  chureh  is  a  bas-relief  of  good 
execution,  of  the  age  of  Francis  I. 
jrepresenting  the  4  Evangelists  and 
the  Theological  Virtues.  There  is 
another  church  {St, Michel)  on  the 
top  of  the  hill,  its  groundwork  Ro- 
.manesque,  with  additions  of  the  12th 
and  15th  centuries. 

Travellers  bound  for  Lorient  (whene 
the*H6tel  de  Friuice  is  a  good  inn), 
take  a. route  to  the  rt.  of  our  line  on 
quitting  Quimperl^.  There  is  no- 
thing remarkable  in  that  dull  modern 
4own  of  straight  streets  and  19,095 
Inhabitants  save  its- IhcJ^jfard^  which 
la.  not  readily  shown  to  an  English- 
av^  sad  which  be  need  not  care  to 
see,  as  it  is  much  inferior  to -those 
cf  his  own  country.  The  town  is 
atrongly  fortified,  and  stands  in  the, 
'lo^le  between  %wo  credu,  one  of 
•wluch,.  the  estuary  of  the  Scorff,  forms 
the  port  militaire,  the  other  the.  port 
jvwrchand. .  T)iey.e?qMuid  below  the 
town,  where  th<sy  are  met  by  the 
estuary  of  the  Blavet  from  the  E*  and 
«xp«nd  i30$oii»  Ro#ds;  but  as  the 


dockyard  occupies  nearly  tb^  entice 
margin,  and  is  surrounded  on  all  sides 
by  a  high  wall,  all  view  of  the  water 
is  excluded  from  the  town,  and  con- 
tributes nothing  to  remove  the  mo- 
notonous dulness  of  its  dirty  streets, 
whose  meagre  houses  look  as  though 
they  were  built  merely  to  be  knocked 
down.  There  is  but  one  agreeable 
spot,  and  that  is  the  tasteful  garden 
of  the  Fr6fet  Maritime,  which  is  qf 
course  private.  An  excellent  bbdV 
eye  view  of  the  dockyard  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  top  of  the  tower  of 
the  parish  church. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  Dockyard 
is  the  house  of  the  Prefei  Maritime. 
The  adjacent  buildings  are  part  of 
those  erected  by  the  **  Conxpagnie 
des  Indes  Orientales,**  whose  esta- 
blishment here,  1 666,  converted  into 
a  town,  a  previouidy  obscure  village. 
The  company  was  dissolved  1770. 
Law  of  Lauriston,  the  South  Sea 
schemer,  occupied  the  house  which  is 
now  the  Fr^feawre.  Near  to  it 
stands  a  narrow  look-out  tower  180  fk. 
high,  overtopping  all  other  build- 
ings, affording  a  view  of  the  whole 
roadstead  and  of  the  coast  far  and 
wide,  near  which  is  a  small  astro- 
nomical observatory.  Lorient  is 
exclusively  a  building  dock;  thoe 
are  no  bagnes  nor  convicts  hene. 
There  are  15  or  16  building  slips 
Ccales)  here»  and  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  creek,  but  only  one  has  a  pef- 
manent  roo^imder  which  the  Bayard* 
90 guns,  is  now  building!  the  reyt 
are  mostly  frigates  and  steaqirv^sficils. 
A  new  Fond$rie>  is  in  progr«Bs  near 
to  the  shed  for  masting  vesseli;  2 
large  mast-houses,  and  very  extensile 
workshops,  provided  with  a  steam- 
engine,  have  just  been  finished.  The 
utmost  activity  prevails,  ••^-(Auguflty 
1841.)  The  JK>ads  open  out  at  t^ 
lower,  extfomity  of  the .  creek  whi<^ 
forma  the  por;^ ;  they  a^e  partly  diy 
at  low  water.  Some  way  down  i^ 
the  lie  St  Michel  cp^rcjred  with,  the 
yellow  buildings  q£  th«  Laaaret*  aad 
beyond  it,  on  a,.p^p^i««tiiig  poiniti  ^ 
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JbiifCiiftofBar*  Loms,  oomnuBMKiig  the 
entrance  of  the  harbour,  mounting 
500  cannon?. 

A  Mttamer  goes  firom  Lorient  to 
Kantes  and.  vice  vtrtd  every  week, 
touching  at  Belle  Ide. 

llie  estuary  of  the  SoorffiscrosMd 
by  a  wooden  bridge  in  going  to 
Anray  &om  Lorient. 


A  inat2  yubs  between  Quimperle 
and  Nantes  daily  in  36  hours,  through 
Loxient  and  Hennebon.  The  direct 
TOad  to  HenneboQ  passes  out  of  the 
department  Finisterre  into  the  Mor- 
Infaan  about  6  m.  from  QuimperU. 

The  riyer  Blavet  is  eroised  by  an 
iron  suspension  bridge  to  reach 

23  Hennebon,  4477  inhab. 
-  An  antique  town  situated  on  its  1. 
beiak,  once  the  chief  port  of  Mop- 
bihen*  Its  name  must  be  familiar  to 
all  who  have  i<ead  Froissart)  through 
the  Bobie  defence  which  it  made  in 
the  succession' war  of  Brittany  1342, 
during  two  sieges  sustained  by  Jeanne 
de  Montfort  against  the  armies  of 
PfaiEppe  de  ViQois  and  Charles  of 
Blois.  The  capture  and  imprison- 
ment in  Paris  of  Jean  de  Montibrt 
would  have  rained  his  cause  in  Brit- 
tany but  for  his  heroic  countess,  who, 
possessing-  the  ooorage  of  a  man  and 
ihe  heart  of  a  lion,  threw  herself  into 
HenaeboOj  strengthened  its  works, 
filed  it  with  provisions,  andanimated 
the  courage  of  the  garrison  and|in- 
lutbitants  to  nsist  to  the  last  extre- 
mity. To  marshal  troops,  to  lead 
dKm  to  the  onset,  to  fig^t  hand  to 
haaid'  armed  eap-fUpied'  with-  sword 
and  easqtte»  to  mani^  a  #8r-horse 
with  the  skill  of  the  -most  adept  ea* 
«alier>  to  preside  in  councU,  or 
dictate  treaties;  sueh  were  the  ai^ 
•ompli^imeBiB  of  ^is  noble  dame. 
Several  times  did-  she  boldly  sally 
liorth  at  the  head  of  her  troops  to 
eowitl  the  enemy,  and  onone  ooeaskm 
•et  "ttm  to  his-  oamp,  and  when  the 
beidegevft  tunMd  round  to  defend  it 
in  sudi  numberi  at  to  eut  off 'her  rs> 
tMit  into  i^iiomm^  ibeibr«ed  her  way 


thioogh  them  and  effected  her  escape 
to  Auray,  whence,  after  beating  up 
the  country  around  for  5  days,  she 
returned  in  triiunph  to  Hennebon 
with  a  foree  augmented  from  300  to 
600  men,  and  entered  the  gates  in 
safbty.  At  length  the  last  extremity 
arrived,  provisions  were  nearly  ex- 
hausted, her  counsellors  advised  sur* 
render,  and  articles  of  capitulation 
were  dmwn  up.  She  was  forced  un* 
willingly  to  consent  to  yield,  provided 
at  the  end  of  S  days  succour  did  not 
arrive  from  England.  On  the  eve 
of  the  2d  day  as  she  was  gazing  from 
her  watoh*tower,  she  x>erceivMl  the 
English  fleet  which  had  been  detained 
by  contrary  winds,  entering  the  mouth 
of  the  Blavet  fbll  sail,  bringing  th6 
brave  knight  Sir  Walter  de  Manny, 
with  a  strong  force  of  English  knights 
and  archers,  and  plenty  of  provi- 
sions. All  thoughts  of  surrender 
were  now  abandoned,  and  after  one 
or  two  successful  sorties,  the  siege 
was  raised.  Two  years  after  this^ 
Edward  III.  in  person  landed  here 
with  an  army  of  12,000,  which  laid 
siege  to  Vannes.  In  1375,  however, 
the  town  was  taken  by  Duguesclin, 
and  the  English  garrison  all  put  to 
the  sword,  except  the  commanders 
Wisk  and  Rrior,  who  were  reserved 
Ibr  ransom.  The  only  relics  now  re- 
maining in  the  town  from  that  period 
of  bloodshed  are  a  portion  of  the 
town  wall  on  the  cdde  of  the  river, 
and  an  ancient  gate  which  led  to 
the  castie ;  it  Is  a  pointed  gateway 
between  2  very  massive  round  towers^ 
and  is  now  a  prison.  7%e  Chttrck  it 
said  to  have  been  built  by  the  IBng- 
lish  r  H  is  imfiAished,  and  only  re^- 
markable  fbr  a  lofty  and  elegant 
portal,  recessed  and  frfnged,  not  un- 
like that  at  Harfleur,  surmounted  by 
a  crbcketted  Steeple.  There  are  sonie 
picturesque  old  houses  here. 

Near  Baud  (a  poor  town  destitute 
of  a  tolerable  inn)  15  m.  N.  of  Henne^ 
bon,'b  the  statue  called  Venus  of  QuU 
nipUy,  from  a  castle  of  that  name  now 
iwled  to  the  ground,  on  whose  site  it 
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is  placed.  It  is  of  granite,  coarsely 
worked  and  badly  designed ;  the  arms 
are  crossed  in  front  oyer  a  piece  of 
drapery  like  a  stole,  descending  hal& 
way  down  the  thighs;  in  other  respects 
it  is  naked.  Nothing  is  known  re- 
specting its  origin,  and  the  conjectures 
respecting  it  are  very  vague.  One 
person  supposes  from  its  Egjrptian 
character  that  it  was  a  Gallic  Isis, 
and  it  is  called  Venus  only  in  the  in- 
scriptions on  the  pedestal  set  up  1689. 
This  much  is  certain,  that  down  to 
the  17th  century  it  was  worshipped 
with  foul  rites,  and  is  even  now 
looked  on  with  superstitious  venera- 
tion by  the  peasantry. 

A  dreary  and  monotonous  country 
of  moor  and  heathland  is  crossed  on 
quitting  Hennebon  to  reach 

13  Landevan. 

15  Auray.  —  Inn :  Pavilion  d*en 
haut;  tolerable.  A  town  of  3734  in- 
habitants, on  the  Auray ;  in  no  wise 
remarkable,  but  from  its  position  it 
is  the  best  starting  point  for  a  visit 
to  the  Celtic  antiquities  of  Camtte 
and  LockTnariaker.  Jolting  gigs  may 
be  hired  here  for  10  fir.  to  go  and 
return. 

The  Custle  of  Auray,  no  part  of 
which  is  now  standing,  is  said  to  have 
been  founded  by  King  Arthur.  A 
battle  fought  under  its  walls  1364, 
settled  the  succession  to  the  duke- 
dom of  Brittany  in  favour  of  young 
de  Montfort,  son-in-law  to  King 
Edward  III.,  who  owed  the  victory 
to  his  English  allies,  led  on  by  the 
brave  John  Chandos.  In  the  oppo- 
site ranks  fought  Duguesclin,  who 
was  made  prisoner  by  Chandos,  and 
Olivier  de  Clisson,  who  lost  an  eye 
in  the  battle.  Charles  de  Blois  was 
slain  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and 
there  fell  on  his  side  not  less  than  5000 
men,  while  the  English  lost  a  very 
small  number. 

St.  Anne  d*  Auray  is  a  celebrated  pil- 
grimage church  6  m.  from  the  town, 
frequented  usually  by  6000  devotees 
firom  all  parts  of  Brittany  in  the  month 
of  July,  but  not  otherwise  remarkable. 


It  is  a  modem,  and  not  handsome 
building. 

In  another  direction,  about  a  mile 
firom  Auray,  is  the  nunnery  of  the 
Chartreuse,  occupied  by  the  Sosurs  de 
la  Sagesse,  who  instruct  a  school  for 
the  deaf  and  dumb.  Attached  to 
their  church  is  the  Expiatory  Monu» 
ment  erected  by  the  Bourbons  to  the 
memory  of  the  950  unfortunate  Emi- 
gres and  Royalists,  who  composed 
the  ill-advised  expedition  to  Quiberon» 
1795,  and  who  either  fell  there,  or 
were  shot  by  the  republicans  on  the 
banks  of  the  Auray,  at  the  spot 
marked  by  a  Grecian  temple  not  for 
distant  from  the  Chartreuse.  The 
monument  which  has  been  placed  in 
the  church  to  record  their  unhappy 
fote  is  not  a  work  of  merit,  either 
in  general  design,  or  in  the  execution 
of  the  bas-relidf  intended  to  adorn  it. 
It  bears  the  names  of  those  who  feU. ' 

The  village  of  Brech  was  the 
birthplace  of  George  Cadoudal,  the 
leader  of  the  Chouans.  Morbihan 
was  the  centre  of  their  insurrection. 

The  Excursion  to  Ckarnac  and  Loch- 
mariaker  may  be  made  in  one  day,  by 
pursuing  the  following  plan,  and  pro- 
vided the  traveller  can  wailk  8  m., 
the  only  mode  of  passing  between  these 
two  places  being  on  foot  If  the 
wind  be  fovourable,  he  may  take  a 
boat  and  descend  the  Auray  to  Lock- 
mariaker,  a  pleasant  voyage  of  a  little 
more  than  an  hour ;  if  he  visit  Gavre 
Inis  (N.B.  in  this  case  take  candles 
and  matches),  1  or  1}  hour  more  is 
required :  —  from  Lockmariaker  on 
foot  to  Camac  will  take  2  hours. 
He  must,  however,  beforehand,  hire  a 
gig  at  Auray,  and  send  it  on  to  Car- 
nac  to  wait  for  him.  He  may  return 
to  Auray  in  the  gig  in  2^  hours. 

In  sailing  down  the  estuary  of  the 
Auray  he  will  pass 

Rt.  the  Chateau  de  Plessb  Kaer, 
a  Gothic  castle,  with  additions  of  the 
time  of  Francis  I.,  and  the  ruins  of 
aaaother  called  Rosnareu.  Near  this 
the  boatmen  assert  that  ruins  of  thd 
piles  of  a  bridge,  which  they  attribute 
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to  Cflesar,  may  be  disoorered  at  low 
water  in  the  bed  oi  the  river. 

Rt.  A  perfect  Chateau  called  Ker- 
entrec.  The  river  now  widens  out, 
and  a  little  further  on  we  enter 

The  Morbthan  (Little  Sea),  an  in- 
land sea  or  archipelago  from  which 
the  department  is  named,  so  thickly 
beset  with  islands,  that  the  common 
belief  assigns  them  a  number  equal 
to  the  days  of  the  year.  The  shores 
on  all  sides  have  a  most  jagged  out- 
line, fringed  with  capes,  creeks  and 
inlets;  they  are  of  granite  barely 
covered  with  the  scantiest  vegetable 
soil,  supporting  a  growth  of  barren 
heath ;  very* often  the  surface  is  mere 
bare  rock.  Two  narrow  peninsulas  or 
arms,  projecting  from  the  £.  and  W., 
separate  this  gulf  from  the  sea,  al- 
lowing only  a  narrow  passage  between 
them.  This  archipelago  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  navigate — a  perfect  labyrinth 
of  islands,  separated  by  intricate  pas- 
sages, which  only  the  experienced 
navigator  can  thread.  The  land  rises 
but  little  above  the  sea ;  it  is  sterile  in 
the  extreme ;  the  peasantry  are  mi- 
serably poor,  and  barely  win  a  scanty 
crop  from  a  soil  whose  proper  pro- 
ductions seem  heath  and  fiirze.  Yet 
this  melancholy  and  mysterious,  but 
uninviting  district,  seems  to  have  been 
the  head  quarters  of  the  religion  of 
the  Druids — the  number  of  barrows, 
cairns,  dolmens  and  menhirs,  &c.,  is 
extraordinary. 

The  island  of  Gavr  Innis,  or  GaiFr* 
ne,  nearly  opposite  Locmariaker, 
may  be  visited  on  the  way  thither, 
diverging  a  mile  or  2  to  the  E.  Here, 
underneath  a  cairn  of  stones  (galgal), 
a  subterraneous  chamber  has  recently 
been  discovered  and  cleared  out.  You 
enter  by  a  triangular  opening,  crawl- 
ing on  hands  and  knees  through  a 
vestibule  leading  into  a  chamber,  re- 
gularly formed,  like  a  dolmen,  of  ver- 
tical stones  covered  by  very  large 
horizontal  slabs.  This  chamber  com- 
municates with  a  much  narrower  gal- 
lery paved  and  roofed  with  stones, 
more  than  40  feet  long:  the  entire 

France. 


length  of  the  chamber  being  at  least 
50  ft. ;  its  direction  is  from  £.  to  W. 
Curious  and  unexplained  figures  of 
a  rude  kind,  chiefly  of  a  wedge  form- 
intermixed  with  others  evidently  re- 
presenting serpents — are  engraved  on 
the  under  surface  of  the  stones ;  and 
one  of  them,  forming  a  sort  of  partition, 
is  pierced  with  a  hole  wide  enough 
to  pass  the  arm  through,  like  the 
handle  of  a  shield.  Nothing  has  been 
discovered  within  this  inexplicable 
structure ;  the  stones  composing  it  are 
granite. 

LoemariaJter  is  a  poor  village,  not 
possessing  accommodation  of  the  com- 
monest kind  for  a  traveller,  nor  even 
afFording  provisions.  It  stands  on  a 
heathy  promontory  projecting  be- 
tween the  ocean  and  the  gulf  of  Mor- 
bihan,  but  is  deserted  bj  the  tide  at 
low  water,  so  that  one  must  land  at  a 
sort  of  pier  a  little  to  the  N.  of  the 
village,  near  the  Mont  HeUu,  a  mound 
of  stones  or  galgal,  about  J  m.  N.  W. 
of  the  village.  There  is  another  si- 
milar mound  to  the  S.  E.  called  hutte 
de  Ceesar.  The  most  interesting  of 
the  Celtic  monuments  lie  to  the  N. 
of  the  village,  between  it  and  the 
Mont  Hellu.  Contiguous  to  the  last 
house  is  a  menhir  20  feet  long,  over- 
thrown like  every  other  in  this  dis- 
trict ;  a  little  to  the  1.  on  an  eminence 
a  dolmen,  the  top  stone  of  which  is 
1 2  to  1 5  ft.  square,  and  in  parts  3  ft. 
thick.  Still  farther  to  the  N.  lies 
prostrate  and  broken  into  4  fragments 
the  largest  Menhir  known ;  it  mea- 
sures nearly  60  ft.  in  length,  and  5 
or  6  ft.  in  height,  as  it  lies.  It  is 
difficult  to  imagine  by  what  force  so 
huge  a  mass  can  have  been  snapped 
short  across,  with  such  clean  fractures. 
Some  have  attributed  its  fall  to  light- 
ning. Near  to  it  is  another  dolmen 
called  Dol  ar  Marchanty  the  Merchant's 
Table,  which  seems  larger  than  any 
other  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  it  con- 
sists of  2  table-stones,  one  of  them  1 6 
ft.  by  12,  supported  on  3  vertical 
ones ;  it  is  possible  to  creep  under  it, 
and  remark  the  singular  figures  cut 
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on  its  under  sur&ce.       Betweoi  it  | 
and  the  Mont  Hellu»  a  vast  heap  of 
cinders  is  said  to  have  been  found.  (?) 

There  are  many  other  similar  mo- 
numents near  Loemariaker,  but  these 
are  the  principal  ones. 

Locmariaker  (i  e.  place  of  the  Vir- 
gin Mary)  is  supposed  to  occupy  the 
site  of  the  ancient  Variorigumj  the 
capital  of  the  Venetes,  and  its  portion 
agrees  with  Csesar^s  description  of 
their  <*  oppida  in  extremis  linguis, 
promontoriisque  posita,*'  and  some 
substructures  of  houses  laid  bare  near 
the  village,  are  attributed  to  the  Ro- 
mans. 

The  penifuvla  of  Rhuys,  which,  with 
that  of  Locmariaker,  form,  as  it  were* 
tiie  natural  piers  separating  the  sea 
of  Morbihan  from  the  Atlantic)  con- 
tains the  following  objects  of  curiosity. 
1.  Le  Grand  Mont,  called  also  la  Butte 
de  TumiaCf  situated  about  4  m.  from 
Sarzeau,  an  obscure  little  town,  but 
memorable  as  the  birth-place  of  the 
author  of  Gil  Bias.  It  is  the  largest 
tumulus  existing  in  France,  100  ft. 
bigh  and  300  in  circumference,  and 
is  planted  near  the  extremity  of  the 
promontory.  2.  The  ruined  church 
of  the  Abbeif  of  St.  GUdag  de  Rhuys, 
remarkable  because  it  was  the  retreat 
of  Abelard  in  1125,  who  narrowly 
escaped  poisoning  at  the  hands  of  the 
leiractory  and  ill-conditioned  monks, 
whose  dissolute  nunners  he  resolutely 
repressed.  The  remains  consist  of  a 
modem  nave,  and  a  very  ancient  ohoir 
ip  the  Romanesque  style,  terminating 
at  the  E.  end  in  3  semicircular  cha- 
pelsk  •  The  walls  of  the  transept  are 
partly  of  herring-bone  masonry.  The 
date  of  the  oldest  part  of  the  building 
is  probably  1038.  The  tomb  of  the 
saint  is  pointed  out ;  an  ancient  font 
deserves  notice..  St.  Gildas  is  about 
21  m.  from  Vannes.  On  the  way  to 
St  Gildas  from  Vannes,  3.  the  Castle  of 
Succitdo  may  be  visited.  It  is  a  fine 
and  perfect  feudal  fortress,  built  1260 
by  John  the  Red,  Duke  of  Brittany. 
It  has  nearly  the  form  of  a  pentagon 
flanked  by  6  round  towers.     It  was 


the  birth-place  of  the  Constable  de 
Richemont,  who  defeated  the  English 
at  Formigny. 

Between  Camac  and  Locmari^ 
aker,  a  deep  inlet  of  the  sea  pene* 
trates  &r  inland,  and  is  crossed  half 
way  by  a  ferry  ;  the  way  is  very  in- 
tricate, from  the  number  of  paths,  so 
as  scarcely  to  be  fiiund  without  aguide^ 
and  the  road  is  very  bad.  The  dis- 
tance, 8  m. ,  is  practicable  only  on  foot. 

The  Ferry  of  Cherispere  over  this 
inlet  is  prettily  situated,  and  com* 
mands  a  view  of  the  little  port  of  La 
Trinity  in  the  bay  of  Crach. 

A  little  to  the  W.  of  the  ferry,  near 
some  salt  works,  at  the  -bottom  of  a 
shallow  dell,  is  a  rude  monument  to 
mark  the  grave  of  a  royalist,  shot  on 
the  spot,  1801. 

The  approach  to  Carnac  is  marked 
by  the  prominent  Cairn,  or  TombelU 
de  St.  Michel,  so  called  frt>m  the  diapel 
surmounting  it.  It  is  a  cone  of  loose 
stones  artificially  heaped  together, 
standing  at  the  £.  eltremity  of  the 
great  army  of  stones  of  Camac,  of 
which  it  commands  a  view,  as  well  as 
oi  the  sea  and  promontory  of  Qui- 
heron. 

Carnac,  The  Soleil,  chea  Bio,  the 
only  house  of  entertainment,  is  every 
humble  cabaret*  possesang  only  the 
commonest  accommodation,  though  it 
will  afford  something  to  eat.  The 
people  are  very  civil  however. 

The  great  Celtic  Monument  ofCarnaep 
the  most  extensive  in  France,  is  situ- 
ated  about  )  m.  from  this  remote  vil* 
lage,  and  is  traversed  by  the  road  front 
Auray.  In  the  midst  d  a  wide  heathy 
as  dreary  and  blasted  in  aspect  as  that 
**  near  Forres,"  extends  this  brother- 
hood  of  grey  stones,  — -  rude  blocks 
set  on  end,  angular,  showing  no  marks 
of  polish,  and  hirsute  with  the  long 
moss  which  has  covered  the  hard 
surfiice  of  the  granite,  and  marks  the 
length  of  time  they  must  have  stood 
in  their  present  position.  At  first 
sight,  it  is  difiBcult  to  distinguish  any 
order,  so  many  are  overthrown,  and 
the  gaps  left  in  the  lines  by.dcpreda* 
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lions  are  so  numeroiis  and  wide ;  in- 
deed, every  house  and  erery  wall  in 
the  viciaity  seems  to  have  been  built 
out  of  this  ready  quarry.  The  great 
mass  of  the  stones  extends  between  two 
windmills.  They  are  arranged  in  1 1 
lines,  forming  10  avenues,  with  a 
curved  row  of  18  stones  at  one  end, 
touching  at  its  extremities  the  two 
outside  rows. 


The  ranks  are  best  preserved,  and 
Ae  stones  are  highest  near  the  farm 
called  Menec,     There  are,  it  is  said, 
not  less  than  12,000  stones;  blocks 
of  the  granite  which  forms  the  basb 
of  the  country,  and  which  is  barely 
covered  with  soil,  and  m  many  places 
projects  naked  abovd  it.     None  ex- 
ceed  18   ft.   in  height,  and  a  very 
large  proportion  are  cubical  masses, 
hot  more  than  3  ft.  high.     They  give 
one  the  idea  of  a  regiment  of  soldiers, 
and  the  tradition  of  the  country  re- 
specting  their  origin  is,  that  St.  Cor- 
nely  (Cornelius),  hard  pressed  by  an 
army  pf  Pagans,  fled  to  the  sea  shore, 
but  finding  no  boat  to   ftirther  his 
escape,  uttered  a  prayer,  which  con- 
verted his  pursuers  into  stones.     Of 
the  numerous  theories   invented  by 
learned  antiquaries  to    account  fbr 
the  origin  and  object  of  these  stones, 
several  are  not  less  absurd  nor  more 
improbable  than  the  legend  just  men- 


tioned ;  none  are  satisfactory.  The  opi- 
nions perhaps  least  unworthy  of  con- 
sideration would  suppose  either  that 
it  was  a  burial  place  on  the  site  of 
some  great  battle  field,  and  that  each 
stone  marked  a  grave,  or  that  it  was 
a  great  temple  dedicated  to  serpent 
worship.  It  was  probably  connected 
with  some  of  those  rites  of  initiation 
which  formed  part  of  the  Druidical 
religion,  and  were  derived  firom  th« 
same  source  as  the  Greek  mysteries. 

At  Erdevany  about  8  m.  W.  of  Carr 
nac,  and  again  at  St.  Barhct  between 
Carnac  and  Erdevan,  there  are  similar 
assemblages  of  stones,  but  not  so  nu- 
merous.    Some  have  maintained  that 
these  three  systems  of  rude  pillars  were 
once  united,  but  there  is  no  evidence 
of  this.    iTie  piles  of  stones  invariably 
follow  the  same  direction  from  E.  to 
W.      One  can  scarcely  see    Carnac 
without  comparing    it   with    Stone- 
henge ;  and  it  must  be  admitted  that 
in  spite  of  the  vast  multitude  of  stones, 
the  few  and  gigantic  masses  of  Salis- 
bury plain   are  far  more  impressive 
than  the  long  array  of  the  petrified 
army  on  the  heath  of  Morbilian.     At 
Carnac  there  are  no  cross-stones  raised 
on  the  top  of  the  upright  slabs,  as  at 
Stonehenge. 

The  Peninsvla  of  Quiheron  stretches 
10  m.  S.  into  the  sea,  a  little  to  the 
W.   of  the  village   of  Carnac.     Its 
name  is  associated  with  melancholy 
recollections  of  the  ill-contrived  and 
ill-executed  expedition,  consisting  of 
6000  French  emigrants  in  the  pay  of 
Englandj  who  were  landed  there  frorii 
a  ^British  fleet,  1795,  and  after  a  futile 
attempt  to  break  through  the  Repub- 
lican armies  opposed  to  them,  were  fot 
the  most  part  driven  into  the  sea  by 
General   Hoche.      The  surprise  bv 
Hoche    of   Fort  Penthi^vre,   which 
guards  the  entrance  of  the  peninsula, 
and  of  which  the  Emigres  had  made 
themselves  masters  on  first  landing,  de- 
cided thefiite  of  the  expedition.   Som- 
breuil,  their  brave  leader,  'when  exj 
pelled  firom  it,  drew  up  his  little  band 
on  the  farthest  extremity  of  the  sand, 
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where  they  made  the  most  determined 
resistance,  so  as  to  call  down  the  admi- 
ration of  their  antagonists  and  fellow 
countrymen.  Humbert,  the  republican 
general,  advanced  with  a  flag  of  truce, 
and  promised  that  their  lives  should 
be  spared  if  they  laid  down  their 
arms.  A  storm  prevented  the  British 
fleet  rendering  them  any  assistance ; 
one  corvette  alone  for  a  time  checked 
the  Republicans  by  its  destructive 
fire,  and  a  few  of  the  fugitives  were 
brought  off  in  the  boats  of  the  squad- 
ron ;  but  many,  including  womsn  and 
children,  perished  in  the  waves.  950 
unfortunate  men,  most  of  them  per- 
sons of  rank  or  station,  who  capitu- 
lated on  promise  of  amnesty  with 
their  commander,  Sombreuil,  were, 
in  spite  of  that,  conveyed  to  Auray  as 
jprisoners  of  war,  and  shot  there  (see 
j>.  144.).  The  descent  on  Quiberon 
was  an  example  of  the  danger  of  dis- 
grace and  failure  which  England  runs 
by  **  waging  a  little  war.** 

The  road  from  Auray  to  Camac  is 
not  good ;  the  latter  part  b  very  bad. 

There  is  nothing  to  note  between 
Auray  and 

18   Vanms    (/nn.   Hotel  du  Com- 
merce, tolerable).   This  town,  capital 
of  the  department  of  Morbihan  (po- 
pulation 10,395),  is  built  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  a  narrow  inlet,  branching 
out  from  the  gulf  of  Morbihan,  and 
about  15  m.  from  the  open  sea.     It 
possesses  in  an  eminent  degree  the 
4!haracter   of   antiquity    which    dis- 
tinguishes most  Breton  towns,  in  its 
narrow  streets,  overhanging  houses, 
massive  town  walls  and  gates,  but  has 
no  curiosities  to  detain  the  stranger. 
The  portal  of  carved  Kersanton  stone, 
and  the  towers  of  the  Cathedral,  and 
a  tower  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  er- 
roneously called   Tour  dtt  Connetabk, 
because  Olivier  de  Clisson  was  said  to 
have  been  confined  in  it,  1387,  are  the 
only   buildings    worth    mentioning. 
3  or  4  old   convents,  suppressed   at 
the  Revolution,  now  serve  for  barracks, 
and  similar  purposes. 


The  castle  into  which  the  Constable 
de  Clisson  was  entrapped,  under  pre- 
tence 'of  asking  his  opinion  of  the 
new  fortifications,  by  John  (IV.)  de 
Montfort,  who  then  locked  the  door 
upon  him,  and  loaded  him  with 
chains,  was  the  ChAteau  de  VHerminey 
which  was  razed  to  the  ground  in  the 
16th  century.  Clisson  owed  his  life 
to  the  forbearance  of  the  governor, 
Bazvalan,  who  (like  King  John's 
Hubert)  pretended  compliance  with 
de  Montfort's  order  to  murder  his 
prisoner,  but,  when  his  master's  angei 
cooled,  informed  him  of  his  captive* 
safety.  Clisson  was  not  released,  how- 
ever, without  paying  a  heavy  ransom. 

A  soling  boat  with  a  favourable 
wind  will  cross  the  sea  of  Morbihan 
to  Locmariaker,  on  the  way  to  Car- 
nac  (p.  146.),  in  about  2\  hours; 
but  as  no  conveyances  are  to  be  ob- 
tained at  either  of  these  places,  most 
persons  will  prefer  the  land  journey 
via  Auray. 

The  excursion  to  the  promontory 
of  Rhuys  is  described  (p.  146.) 

Diligences  go  from  Vannes  daily  to 
Rennes  ( Route  45. )  ;  to  Brest ;  to 
Nantes. 

Through  a  country  abounding  in 
heath  and  broom,  we  pass  through 

25  Muzillac  to 

15  Roche  Bernard,  on  the  1.  bank 
of  the  Vilaine,  which  is  here  crossed 
by    a    remarkably    fine     Suspension 
Bridge  of  iron  wire,  supported  on  2 
piers  of  granite   masonry,  each  ap- 
proached by  3  lofty  arches  of  granite. 
The  opening  between  the  two  points 
of  suspension   measures  626  ft.,   the 
elevation  of  the  roadway  above  high- 
water  mark  108  ft.     In  its  general 
appearance  it  very  much   resembles 
the  Menai  bridge ;  it  was  constructed 
under    the    superintendence   of    M. 
Chaley,  the  engineer  of  the  bridge  of 
Freiburg,  in     Switzerland.     It   was 
completed  1 839,  and  subjected  to  the 
trial  of  its  strength,  which  the  French 
law  requires,  by  means  of  2  rows  of 
115  carts  and  carriages  heavily  laden  on 
the  carriage  way,  and  of  1 17  barrows 
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filled  with  stones,  on  the  footpath, 
which  it  stood  without  the  least  symp- 
tom of  weakness. 

Ilie  road  leading  to  and  from  the 
bridge  is  well  engineered,  and  leaves 
the  town  of  Roehe  Bernard,  on  one 
ade.     A  new   Inn  (H5tel  Silvestre, 
tolerable)  has  been  built  on  the  new 
Tdad,  I  m.  S.  of  the  bridge.  Those  who 
remember  the  tedious  and  dangerous 
ferry  which  this  bridge  replaces,  and 
all  the  trouble  and  inconveniences  of 
embarking    and  disembarking,    will 
rejoice  in  the  improvement.     There 
is  nothing  of  interest  beyond  this ;  the 
country  is  very  dreary,  with  few  hills  ; 
the  road  in  the  department  of  the 
Loire  Inf(§rieure  is  only  now  (1841) 
beginning  to  be  macadamized. 
19  Pont  Chateau. 
16  Le  Moire.     At  Savenay,  on  the 
rt  of  our  road,  in  December  1793,  the 
last   relics  of  that   daring    army   of 
Vendean  peasants,  which  had  crossed 
the  Loire  6  weeks  before  80,000  strong, 
now  reduced  to  8000  or  10,000,  made 
a  last  stand  agunst  the  Republicans, 
but  their  obstinatebravery  was  of  little 
avail  against  overpowering  numbers. 
They  fought  long  after  their  ammuni- 
tion was  exhausted,  even  women  taking 
part  in  the  combat,  but  were  at  length 
cut  to  pieces  or  made  prisoners,  3000 
only  escaping  back  into  La  Vendue. 

1 1  Temple.  Glimpses  of  the  es- 
tuary of  the  Loire,  running  parallel 
with  our  road,  are  seen  on  the  rt. 
Near  Santron,  through  which  the  road 
passes,  is  the  Chateau  de  Buron,  one 
of  the  residences  of  Madame  de 
Sevign^.  The  approach  to  Nantes 
is  marked  by  the  number  of  neat 
country  houses. 

23  Nahtks  (in  Route  46.). 


ROUTE  45. 

KXNKES  TO  VANNES  BY  PLOERMEL, 
AXD  TO  CAEKAC. 


92  kilom.  =  57  Eng.  m. 
A  diliffence  daily. 


15  Mordelles. 

20  Fijian. 

24  Ploermel  (/»»,  Hotel  du  Com- 
merce), a  town  of  4875  inhabit- 
ants. 

In  the  Parish  Church  are  the  mo> 
numental  efifigies  in  armour  of  Dukes 
John  IL  (1305)  and  III.  (1341)  of 
Brittany.  They  were  brought  from 
the  church  of  the  Carmelites,  founded 
by  John  II.,  who  had  fought  in  Syria 
against 'the  Infidels,  and  had  visited 
Mount  Carmel;  the  sculpture  is  good, 
and  they  are  tolerably  perfect:  the 
church  was  destroyed  at  the  Revolu- 
tion. These  statues  are  interesting 
examples  of  the  costume  and  armour 
of  the  time.  There  is  some  punted 
glass  in  the  church. 

About  7  m.  W.  of  Ploermel  is  the 
Castle  of  Josselin  (R.  42). 

10  Roc  St  Andr^. 

i6  Pont  Guillemet. 

Beyond  this,  about  1  m.  to  the  rt. 
of  the  road,  is  the  ruined  Castle  of 
EheUf  one  of  the  best  preserved  for- 
tresses of  the  middle  ages  in  Brittany, 
built  on  the  model,  it  is  said,  of 
some  castle  in  Syria.  It  stands  on 
a  flat,  surmounted  by  a  lofty  octa- 
gonal keep  tower.  Elven  is  interest- 
ing to  an  Englishman,  because  young 
Henry  of  Richmond  (afterwards 
Henry  VII.)  was  shut  up  in  it  fot 
many  years  along  with  his  uncle,  the 
earl  of  Pembroke,  by  Francis  II., 
Duke  of  Brittany.  The  two  English 
fugitives,  escaping  from  their  own 
country  after  the  battle  of  Tewkes- 
bury, were  driven  by  a  storm  on  the 
coast  of  Brittany,  and  Henry  re- 
mained a  prisoner  nearly  15  years, 
until  1484,  when,  escaping  into 
France,  he  accepted  the  invitation  of 
friends  in  England  to  supplant  the 
tyrant  Richard  III. 

17  Vannes.  (R.  44.;  where  the 
excursion  to  the  Druidical  Monuments 
of  Camac  is  also  described.) 
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ROUTE  46. 

PA&U    TO    KANTESi    BY     BAMBOITILLXT, 
CHARTBSI,  LB  MAKSl,  AKD  AH0ER8. 

394  kilom.  =  244}  Eng.  m. 

Mattepoate  daily  in  S8  to  30  hours. 
DUigenees  daily. 

The  first  part  of  the  road  by 

13  Sevres  to 
■  6  Versailles,  is  described  in  R.  35. 
"N.  B.  8  kilom.  "  de  faveur  **  above 
the  real  distance  are  reckoneil  in  the 
first  stage,  and  4  in  the  second.    The 
road  to  Rambouillet  is  uninteresting : 
it  divides  into  two  at  Trapes ;  the  rt. 
hand  branch   is  the   road  to  Brest 
(R.   35.   36.).       Near    Magny   Les 
Hameaux  are  the  scanty  remains  of 
the  once  celebrated  abbey   of  Port 
Royal  dea  Chan^$,  destroyed  by  royal 
decree,  1 709,  at  the  instigation  of  the 
Jesuits,  as  the  head  quarters  of  Jan- 
senism, after   the  nuns,  its  tenants, 
had  been  subjected  to  the  most  cruel 
persecutions  in  order  to  compel  them 
to  subscribe  to  tJie  bull  of  Alexander 
VII.  against  the  doctrines  of  Jansen. 
In  1644,  a  number  of  learned  men 
and  profound  divines  professing  the 
same  doctrines,  settled  in  a  farm  house 
near  the  convent,  called  La  Grange, 
repairing  hither  jfor  study ;  and  here 
composed  those  works  which,  as  **  they 
were    published    anonymously,    are 
known  by  the  name  of  their  place  of 
residence.   Arnauld,  Paschal,  Nichols, 
are  among  the   Messieurs  de  Fort 
Royal, — an  appellation  so   glorious 
in     the    17th    century."  —  HdOam, 
Boileau  was  their  friend,  and  Racine, 
who  wrote  their  hbtory,  their  pupil. 
"  He  whose  journey  lies  from  Ver- 
sailles to  Chevreuse,  will  soon  find 
himself  at  the  brow  of  a  steep  clefk 
oy  hollow,  intersecting  the  monotonous 
plain  across  which  he  has  been  pass- 
ing. The  brook  which  winds  through 
the  verdant  meadows  beneath  him, 
stagnates  into  a  large  pool,  reflecting 
the  solitary  Gothic  arch,  the  water 
mill,  and  the   dove-cot,  which   rise 
from  its  banks,  with  the  farm  house, 
the  decayed  towers,  the  forest  trees. 


and  Innumenible  shrubs  and  creepers 
which  clothe  the  slopes  of  the  valley. 
France  has  many  a  lovelier  prospect, 
though  this  is  not  without  its  beauty, 
and  many  a  field  of  more    heart* 
stirring  interest,  though  this,  too,  has 
been  ennobled  by  heroic  daring ;  but 
through  the  length  and  breadth  of 
that  land  of  chivalry  and  of  song,  the 
traveller  will  in  vain  seek  a  spot  so 
sacred  to  genius,  to  piety,  and  to  ^ 
virtue.     That  arch  is  all  which  re- 
mains of  the  once  crowded  monastery 
of    Port- Royal.       In    those    woods 
Racine  first  learned  the  language  — 
the  universal  language  —  of  poetry. 
Under  the  roof  of  that  humble  fiirm- 
house,  Pascal,  Arnauld,  Nicole,  De 
Sace,  and  Tillemont,  meditated  those' 
works  which,  as  long  as  civilization 
and  Christianity  survive,  will  retain 
their  hold  on  the  gratitude  and  re-- 
verence  of  mankind.      There  were 
given    innumerable    proofs    of    the 
graceful  good  humour  of  Henri  IV. 
To  this  seclusion  retired  the  herotner 
of    the     Fronde,    Ann     Genevieve^ 
Duchess  of  Longueville,  to  seek  the 
peace    the   world    could    not  give. 
Madame  de  Sevign^  discovered  here 
a  place  <<  tout  propre  k  inspirer  le 
desir  de  faire  son  salut."     From  the 
petit  Trianon  and  Marly,  there  came 
hither  to  worship  God  muiy  a  cour- 
tier and  many  a  beauty,  heart-broken 
or  jaded  with   the   very  vanity   of 
vanities— the  idolatry  of  their  fellow 
mortals.     Survey  French  society  in 
the  17th  century  from  what  aspect 
you   will,   it  matters  not,   at    Fort 
Royal  will  be  found  the  most  illus- 
trious examples  of  whatever  imparted 
to  that  motley  assemblage  any  real 
dignity  or  permanent  regard.     Even 
to  the  mere  antiquarian  it  was  not 
without   a  lively  interest."  —  Edin, 
Rev.  St. 

The  Chateau  of  Dampierref  in  the 
vale  of  Chevreuse,  has  lately  been  re- 
stored by  its  owner,  the  Due  de 
Luynes. 

18  Coignidres. 

14  Rambouillet,  a   dull  town  of 
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SOOO  inhabitants,  remarkable  only 
for  its  Chateau,  long  the  residence  of 
the  kings  of  France,  down  to  the 
time  of  Charles  X.,  who,  after  the 
July  revolution,  here  signed,  in  con- 
Junction  with  the  Due  a*Angoul^me, 
his  abdication  of  the  French  throne, 
Aug.  2.  1830;  under  pressure  of  the 
bews  that  the  mob  of  Paris,  armed, 
was  on  its  march  hither,  seeming  to 
threaten  results  not  unlike  those 
tirhich  befel  Louis  XVI.  at  Versailles, 
Oct.  1789*  It  is  a  gloomy  and  ugly 
pile  of  red  brick,  with  flanking  towers 
of  stone,  destitute  of  interest  beyond 
what  it  may  derive  from  its  history. 
A  chamber  is  shown  in  which  Fran- 
cis I.  died,  1547.  The  dreary  park 
and  extensive  forest  adjoining  was 
the  favourite  sporting  ground  of 
Charles  X.  The  chateau  is  now  let 
out  to  a  private  individual. 

Beyond  this  the  road  becomes 
more  hilly  and  varied. 

is  Epemon,  no  tolerable /nn.  The 
name  of  this  town  of  1600  inhabitants 
Was  changed  from  Autrist  to  Epernon 
by  Henri  III.,  who  created  it  and  the 
district  around  a  duchy  for  his  fa- 
vourite Nogaret.  It  retains  portions 
of  its  old  walls  and  towers,  and  is 
prettily  situated  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ouesle,  under  a  commanding  rock  of 
limestone. 

The  Chateau  attached  to  the  little 
town  of 

9  Maintenon  was  given  by  Louis 
XIV.,  with  the  estate  and  title  of 
Marquise  de  Maintenon,  to  Frangoise 
d'Aubigny,  widow  of  Scarron,  at  the 
time  the  king  made  her  his  wife. 
Their  marriage  is  said  to  have  been 
celebrated  in  the  chapel  of  the  castle 
by  the  archbishop  of  Paris,  in  the 
presence  of  Pere  la  Chaise,  1685,  she 
being  '50  years  old  and  Louis  47. 
The  castle  stands  on  the  margin  of 
the  Eure,  and  now  belongs  to  the 
Due  de  Broglie ;  parts  of  it  are  said 
to  belong  to  the  original  structure 
raised  by  Cocquereau,  treasurer  of 
iflnancetoLouisXI.  and  Charles VIII. 
,     The  valley  of  the   Eure  is  here 


crossed  by  the'  imposing  ruins  of  the 
aqueduct,  constructed  1684,  at  the 
mandate  of  Louis  XIV.,  to  convej 
the  waters  of  the  Eure  from  Pont 
Gouin  to  Versailles,  but  afterwards 
abandoned  for  the  machine  at  Marly. 

"  As  Lewis  had  committed  the 
blunder  of  building  in  a  place  with* 
out  water,  he  proposed  to  remedy  his 
mistake  by  conveying  the  river  eight 
leagues,  by  a  new  channel,  to  adorn 
his  park.  To  accomplish  this  it  was 
necessary  to  join  two  mountains  at 
Maintenon,  and  form  an  aqueduct: 
40,000  troops  were  employed  in  this 
great  work,  and  a  camp  formed  ex- 
pressly for  the  purpose.  From  the 
unhealthiness  of  the  work  or  of  the 
air,  a  great  mortality  ensued;  the 
dead  were  carried  Away  in  the  night 
time  that  their  companions  might 
not  be  discouraged;  but  the  loss  o£ 
many  thousand  lives  to  please  the 
wanton  caprice  of  a  despot,  excited 
no  sympathy  and  created  no  surprise* 
Tlie  war  of  1688,  however,  inter- 
rupted the  labour,  and  it  was  never 
afterwards  resumed."  —  Lord  John 
JtusseU. 

The  remains  consist  of  47  arches,- 
42  ft.  wide  and  8S  high.  The  total 
length  of  the  canal,  of  which  this 
was  to  form  a  part,  would  have  ex- 
ceeded 33  miles,  if  completed. 

On  leaving  Maintenon  behind,  we 
enter  the  fertile  plain  called  La  Beattce, 
comprising  some  of  the  finest  corn 
land  in  France.  The  twin  steeples 
of  Chartres  are  conspicuous  a  long 
way  ofl^ 

19  Chartebs.  (Inn,  Hotel  de 
France;  tolerably  good.) 

Chartres,  a  city  of  14,439  inha- 
bitants, once  capital  of  the  fertile 
Beauce,  and  now  of  the  department 
d*Eure  et  Loir,  is  situated  on  a  slope, 
at  the  bottom  of  which  runs  the  Eure, 
washing  the  only  remaining  portion 
of  the  old  fortifications,  and  two  of 
the  city  gates.  The  Porte  Guillaume, 
one  of  these,  is  picturesque ;  the  rest 
have  been  pulled  down,  the  ramparts 
levelled   into   walks,   and  the  town 
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throtm  open.  Cliartres  is  remark- 
able in  a  commercial  point  of  view  for 
one  of  the  largest  com  markets  in 
France,  held  every  Saturday,  where 
the  produce  of  the  Beauce  is  disposed 
of;  in  point  of  architecture^  for  its 

Cathedral,  one  of  the  most  magni- 
ficent in  Europe,  conspicuous  far  and 
near,  with  its  two  t^dl  but  unequal 
spires  surmounting 'the  hill  on  which 
the  city  stands.  Its  most  striking  and 
interesting  features,  after  its  vast  di- 
mensions and  elegant  proportions, 
are  its  two  rich  and  singular  lateral 
portals,  its  painted  glass,  scarcely 
equalled  in  France,  and  its  three  rose 
windows. 

There  is  much  perplexity  in  the 
dates  assigned  to  different  parts  of  the 
building,  but,  with  the  evidence  of 
style,  we  may  pronounce  the  Crypt, 
running  under  the  whole  extent  of 
the  choir  aisles,  to  be  the  only  part 
remaining  which  was  built  by  Bishop 
Fulbert,  1029.  He  was  aided  in  his 
pious  foundation  by  gifts  Irom  the 
kings  of  England,  France,  and  Den- 
mark, and  a  great  body  of  people 
came  over  from  Rouen  to  work  at  it, 
encamping  in  tents  around  while  it  was 
in  progress.  The  church,  as  it  exists, 
was  not  dedicated  until  1 260,  and  the 
greater  portion  of  it  may  safely  be  re- 
ferred to  the  13th  century;  but  the 
W.  front  was  completed  in  1145,  ex- 
cept the  elegant  crocketted  N.  spire 
raised  in  1514,  partly  at  the  charge  of 
Liouis  XII.,  by  Jean  Texier,  an  archi- 
tect  of  the  Beauce :  it  is  403  ft.  high, 
and  the  upper  part  of  beautifully  light 
and  delicately  executed  work.  In 
the  W.  front,  which  is  simple  ^in  its 
style,  we  have  to  remark  the  triple 
portal  of  pointed  arches ;  that  in  the 
centre,  supported  and  flanked  by 
statues  of  royal  saints.  They  are  at- 
tenuated figures  with  formal  plaited 
drapery,  characteristic  of  the  Byzan- 
tine sculpture  of  the  12th  century. 
Above  the  door  is  the  image  of  Christ 
in  an  oval,  with  the  symbols  of  the  4 
Evangelists,  as  designated  in  the  vi- 
sion of  Ezekiel,  around  him.     Below 


these  are  the  14  Prophets  in  a  row» 
and  in  the  arches  above  the  24  Elders 
of  the  Apocalypse,  playing  on  musical 
instruments  of  the  middle  ages.  The 
sculpture  of  the  rt.  hand  portal  're- 
lates to  the  life  of  the  Virgin,  and  in 
that  of  the  I.  is  seen  Christ  again  sur- 
rounded by  angels,  with  the  signs  of 
the  zodiac,  and  the  agricultural  labours 
of  the  12  months. 

Far  finer  are  the  two  entrances  on 
theN.  and  S.  sides,  consisting  of  triple 
projecting  Gothic  porticos  (something 
like  the  W.  end  of  Peterborough), 
resting  on  piers,  or  bundles  of  pillars, 
with  side  openings  between  them. 
The  stately  statues  which  line  the 
sides  and  vaults  are  of  a  superior  style 
of  art,  and  of  a  later  date  (14th  cen- 
tury) than  those  of  the  W.  front. 

The  interior  is  of  such  consistent 
vastness  in  all  its  parts,  that  its  di- 
mensions do  not  perhaps  strike  the 
spectator,  at  first  sight,  to  their  fullest 
extent,  but  its  length  is  422  ft.,  and 
the  height  to  the  apex  of  its  roof  1 1 2  ft* 
The  style  throughout  nave  and  choir 
is  the  mature  Gothic.  In  the  centre 
of  the  nave  a  maze  or  labyrinth,  of 
intricate  circles,  is  marked  out  on  the 
pavement  in  coloured  stone:  to  fol- 
low it  through  its  windings  (1320  ft* 
long),  saying  prayers  at  certain  sta- 
tions, was  probably,  at  one  time,  a  pe- 
nitential exercise.  The  church  pos- 
sesses a  perfect  treasure  of  painted 
glass,  more  than  1 30  windows  being 
completely  filled,  and  few  being  quite 
destitute  of  this  splendid  ornament. 
They  date,  for  the  most  part,  from 
the  1 3th  century.  Some  of  the  glass 
is  J  an  inch  thick.  The  3  rose  win- 
dows at  the  end  of  the  nave  and  tran- 
septs are  remarkable  for  their  size,  SO 
or  40  ft.  diameter,  and  their  com- 
plicated tracery,  but  it  is  somewhat 
clumsy. 

The  choir  has  double  aisles  and  a 
semicircular  E.  end ;  in  the  inside  8 
marble  bas-reliefs,  of  Scriptural  sub- 
jects, mediocre  in  design  and  execu- 
tion, are  inserted,  and  behind  the  high 
altar  is  a  huge  marble  piece  of  sculp- 
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ture,  in  the  taste  of  the  time  of  Louis 
XIII.,  not  consistent  with  the  cha- 
racter of  the  building.  The  outside  of 
the  screen,  which  separates  the  choir 
from  its  aisles,  is  ornamented  with  a 
series  of  yery  remarkable  Gothic 
sculptures,  each  representing  an 
event  in  the  life  of  Christ  or  the 
Virgin  Mary,  in  45  compartments 
surrounded  with  the  most  elaborate 
tracery  and  tabernacle  work;  they 
were  begun,  1514,  and  continued 
down  to  the  middle  of  the  1 7th  cen- 
tury, and  are  interesting  as  some  of 
the  final  efforts  of  Gothic  art.  The 
execution  has  been  compared  to  **  point 
lace  in  stone,  and  some  of  the  sculp- 
tured threads  are  not  thicker  than  the 
blade  of  a  penknife." 

The  painted  windows,  both  in  nave 
and  choir,  illustrate  subjects  from  the 
Bible  or  legends  of  saints;  in  the 
lower  compartments  are  *  frequently 
seen  representations  of  various  trades 
—  shoe- makers,  basket-makers,  &c., 
showing  that  their  guilds  or  corpora- 
tions were  the  donors.  Attached  to 
the  E.  end  of  the  church  is  a  chapel 
dedicated  to  St.  Piat,  in  the  form  of 
an  oblong ;  it  was  founded  1 349, 
and  is  flanked  by  2  round  towers 
externally. 

In  the  choir  of  Chartres  cathedral 
Henri  IV.  was  crowned  1594;  — 
Rheims,  the  ancient  scene  of  the  royal 
coronation,  being  at  the  time  in  the 
hands  of  the  Leaguers.  The  cere- 
mony was  performed  by  the  bishop 
of  the  diocese,  and  as  the  **  Sainte  Am- 
poule "  was  not  to  be  got  at,  a  vial  of 
holy  oil,  said  to  have  been  given  by 
an  angel  to  St.  Martin  of  Tours,  to 
cure  a  bruise,  was  brought  in  pro- 
cession from  the  Abbey  of  Marmou- 
tiers,  and  with  this  ^the  King  was 
anointed. 

After  exploring  this  noble  and  sur- 
passing edifice,  the  traveller  will  pro- 
bably have  little  desire  to  look  at 
inferior  churches,  yet  Me  only  other 
curiosities  here  are 

The  Church  of  St,  Pierre  (  St.  P^re), 
contiguous  to  a  huge  caserne^  once  a 


convent,  and  not  fisir  from  the  river ;  — 
although  very  inferior  to  the  cathedral, 
it  presents  a  remarkable  lanthom- 
like  E.  end,  filled  with  rich  painted 
glass.  The  lanthom  character  is 
increased  by  the  triforium,  running  all 
round  the  choir,  being  open,  and 
glazed.  The  choir,  though  pointed, 
must  be  very  early  in  the  style,  the 
piers  having  a  Romanesque  character. ' 
The  nave  slightly  different,  and  ap- 
parently later,  yet  retains  the  transi- 
tion appearance  in  its  columns.  Its 
triforium  is  a  row  of  trefoil  headed 
arches,  supported  on  pilasters. 

St,  Andre,  also  near  the  river,  and 
now  a  magazin  de  fourrage  filled 
with  straw  and  hay,  is  yet  interesting 
to  the  student  of  architecture  as  an 
early,  plun,  and  severe  example  of  the 
pointed  style.  In  the  W.  facade  & 
circular  headed  doorway  is  sur-^ 
mounted  by  a  triplet  of  lancet  win- 
dows, and  these  by  a  bold  rose  win* 
dow.  The  piers  supporting  the  nave 
arches  are  cylindrical,  making  the 
transition  from  Romanesque  to 
Gothic.  The  choir,  which  waa 
carried  across  the  Eure,  is  destroyed.. 
A  curious  crypt  extends  from  the  S.. 
aisle  down  to  the  river  and  below  its 
level.  St.  Andr6  is  supposed  to  have 
been  founded  1108. 

An  Obelisk  has  been  set  up  in  the 
March^  aux  Herbes  to  record  the  fact 
that  Marceau  was  a  native  of  Chartres 
— "  Soldat  ^16  ans,  G^n^ral  k2S ;  11 
mourut  a  27."  The  original  in- 
scription mentioned  his  exploits  in 
destroying  "  the  rebel  Vend^ans  at 
Le  Mans  and  Laval."  The  Revo- 
lutionary leader  Petion  was  bom 
here. 

The  Com  market  is  exceedingly  well 
regulated ;  business  is  transacted  for 
ready  money,  and  is  usually'over  in 
I  hour.  The  measuring  and  selling 
of  the  grain,  and  receiving  payment 
for  it,  are  managed  by  a  corporation 
of  women,  of  long  standing,  remark- 
able for  their  integrity,  and  implicitly 
trusted  by  the  owners. 

There  is  a  public  Library  of  30,000 
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volumes  and  a  Museum  (?)   in   the 
town. 

Diligences  daily  to  Orleans  and 
Bouen  by  Evreux  (R.  50).  To 
Tours  by  Vendome  (R.  54.)— -to 
Nantes. 

The  little  village  Bretign^,  6  m. 
from  Chartres,  gives  its  name  to  the 
celebrated  Treaty  of  peace  signed  1360 
between  France  and  England,  by 
which  Edward  III.  renounced  his 
claim  to  the  throne  of  France,  and 
released  the  French  king,  John,  taken 
prisoner  at  Poitiers,  upon  payment  of 
s  vast  ransom,  and  delivery  of  nu- 
merous hostages.  A  violent  storm 
which  fell  upon  Edward  and  his 
army  near  Chartres,  and  '*  reminded 
him  of  the  day  of  judgment,"  caused 
him  to  make  a  vow  (looking  towards 
the  towers  of  the  cathedral),  that  he 
would  give  peace  to  France,  and  led 
to  this  important  treaty. 

The  journey  from  Chartres  is  con- 
iinued  through  the  monotonous  but 
fertile  and  well  cultivated  com-plain 
of  La  Beauce  to 

18  Courville,  3  m.  S.  of  which  is 
the  Chateau  de  ViUebon,  where  the 
illustrious  Sully  died.  It  is  a  square 
building  of  brick,  with  towers  at  the 
angles,  and  not  many  years  ago  re- 
tained its  ancient  furniture,  even  to 
the  bed  on  which  the  great  minister 
expired.  The  Eure  is  crossed  for  the 
last  time  by  the  road  near  Courville ; 
it  rises  about  15  m.  to  the  N.  of  the 
road. 

18  Montlandon.  Here  the  fertile 
Beauce  terminates,  and  the  country 
becomes  hilly. 

19  Nogent  le  Rotrou,  a  town  of 
7,070  inhabitants,  contains  a  ruined 
Castle,  the  residence  of  Sully,  and  his 
Monttment  in  the  chapel  of  the  H6tel 
Dieu  founded  by  him.  It  bears  the 
marble  statues  of  himself  and  his  wife 
by  Boudin  1642,  and  a  long  inscrip- 
tion at  the  back  :  it  escaped  the  fury 
of  the  Revolution,  but  the  grave  itself 
was  violated,  and  the  bones  disinterred 
and  scattered.  The  word  Nogent  is 
an  abbreviation  of  the  Latin  Novi- 


gentium ;  Rotrou  was  the  name'of  a 
count  of  Perche,  in  which  district  it 
is  situated.  The  river  produces  craw 
fish  in  great  abundance.  Inrif  St. 
Jaques.  The  road  follows  the  di- 
rection of  the  Huisne  river  from  No- 
gent nearly  to  Le  Mans.* 

22  Fert^  Bernard  is  a  prettily 
situated  town  in  the  department  Sarthe 
skirted  by  the  road.  Within  it  the 
Parish  Church  h  an  interesting 
Gothic  building,  having  a  richly 
sculptured  external  gallery  with  the 
words  "  Salve  Regina,"  cut  in  stone, 
and  3  chapels,  from  the  vaulted  roo& 
of  which  hang  stone  pendants. 

19  Connerre.  Near  this  is  a  large 
Dolmen,  or  Druidic  monument  of 
rude  stone  slabs,  like  Kits  Coity  house 
in  Kent. 

10  St.  Mars  la  Bruy^re  indicates 
by  its  name  the  desolate  sandy  heaths 
in  the  midst  of  which  it  is  situated. 

15  Le  Mans  —  (^Inn:  Le  Dau- 
phin), once  capital  of  the  province, 
of  Le  Haut  Maine,  now  chef  lieu  of 
the  department  of  La  Sarthe,  is  situ- 
ated on  the  1.  bank  of  the  river  Sarthe, 
a  little  above  the  junction  of  the 
Huisne,  and  has  20,000  inhabitants. 

The  principal  edifice  is  the  Cathedral 
of  St.  Julien,  which  is  well  deserving 
of  attention.  It  is  in  two  styles ;  the 
Nave  Romanesque,  though  with 
pointed  arches,  dates  probably  from 
the  12th  century,  but  its  side  aisles 
and  walls  and  the  plain  W.  front  are 
not  later  than  the  11th,  perhaps 
muoh  earlier.  Indeed  the  external 
masonry  of  the  side  walls,  resembling 
Roman  constructions,  is  probably  part 
of  the  original  church  founded  in  the 
8th  or  9th  century.  Above  the  W. 
door  are  portions  of  reticulated  ma- 
sonry, and  an  ancient  bust  of  a  king 
or  bishop;  on  each  side  are  figures 
supposed  to  represent  the  2  signs  of 
the  zodiac,  Capricorn  and  Sagittarius. 

On  the  S.  side  is  a  very  richly 
carved  Romanesque  doorway  -~  a 
round  arch  preceded  by  a  pointed 
porch  flanked  by  statues  of  kings  and 
saints,   resembling    the   W.  door  at 
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Chartres,  and  with  angels  in  the 
▼ault.  It  is  much  mutilated  unibr- 
tunately. 

The  CKotrts  a  beauttftil  production 
of  the  ISth  century,  the  period  of 
perfection  in  pointed  Gothic  arehi- 
teeture.  It  is  surrounded  by  II 
dmpeis,  and  its  windows  are  filled 
witii  beautiful  painted  glass,  little  in- 
ferior to  that  of  Chartres,  except  in 
preservation.  In  the  transept  is  a 
fine  rose  window,  together  with  much 
stained  glass,  of  this  14th  or  1 5th 
century,  a  date  rather  more  modem 
than  that  of  the  ehoir. 

This  church  contains  the  monu^ 
ments  of  Berengaria  of  Sicily,  Queen 
of  Richard  Coeur  de  Lion,  brought 
from  the  Abbey  of  Epau  and  much 
defeeed ;  of  Charles  of  Anjou ;  and  of 
liongeay  du  Bellay,  distinguished  as  a 
soldier  and  as  a  writer  in  the  reigns  of 
Francis  I.  and  Henri  II.  The  last 
is  attributed  to  Germain  Pilon;  the 
arabesques  and  bas-reiiefe  in  marble 
are  wdl  worthy  of  attention. 
.  An  undressed  block  of  silioious 
sandstone,  standing  on  one  end,  has 
been  incorporated  into  the  wall  of  the 
church  on  the  outside ;  it  is  supposed 
to  be  a  Druidie  stame. 

The  Church  of  Ndtre  Dame  du  PrS 
b  probably  of  the  II  th  century. 
.  N(knD€medelaChdture(decvltwrk 
Dei)  has  a  very  old  choir,  supposed  to 
hwr&  been  begun  990 ;  both  arches 
and  Tudting  are  round  and  of  rude 
construction :  it  has  a  very  elegant  por- 
tal^ adorned  with  sculpture  of  con- 
siderable merit.  The  conventual 
buildings  to  which  it  was  originally 
attached  are  now  tiie  JPjrefeeiure,  but 
contain  besides,  the  Library  and  a  Afu- 
teum,  partly  devoted  to  natural  history, 
portly  to  paintings  of  a  very  inferior 
order,  but  possessing  one  curiosity  at 
least,  viz.  a  portrait  of  Geoffiroi  Plan- 
tagenet  enamelled  on  copper,  a  very 
early  specimen  of  that  class  of  art:  it 
was  anciently  placed  in  the  cathedral 
where  he  was  buried.  There  are  also 
many  objects  of  Roman  anti(}uity 
fean4  in  Mans  and  the  neighbourhood. 


pottery,  &c.  St.  Pierre  is  supposed  ia 
be  the  oldest  church  here,  that  is  to 
say,  the  lower  part  of  its  walls. 

The  Semnaire,  originally  the  Abbaye 
de  St.  Vincent,  has  a  noble  fe9ade  and 
a  fine  staircase. 

Many  specimens  of  ancient  domestio 
architecture  still  remain  here,  espeei« 
ally  in  the  Grande  Bue.  Nos.  7,  10^ 
and  12  deserve  attention;  the  last  ii 
Itfiown  as  the  house  of  Queen  Beren^ 
gftria,  but  appears  not  to  be  dder  thad 
the  1 5th  century.  It  contains  a 
chimney  piece  adorned  with  bas-re* 
lieft.  Tlie  house  of  Scarron  (husband 
of  Madame  de  Maintenon)  is  pointed 
out  near  the  cathedral.  The  vestiges 
of  the  Roman  rule  at  le  Mans  are  not 
considerable :  the  chief  are  the  re* 
mains  of  3  subterranean  aqueducts^ 
by  which  the  city  was  supplied  with 
water  from  a  distance.  A  portion  of 
them  may  be  seen  in  a  cellar  of  the 
Rue  Gonrdaine. 

Fragments  also  of  the  Roman  toWn 
walls  still  exist ;  but  all  traces  of  an 
amphitheatre,  discovered  in  the  last 
century,  have  been  swept  away. 

Le  Mans  was  the  birthplace  c^ 
Henry  (II.)  Fitz-Empress,  the  first 
of  the  Plantagenet  kings  of  England; 
a  name  derived  from  the  plant  ot 
sprig  of  broom  (genet),  which  his 
fether,  Geoffroi,  used  to  wear  in  his 
cap,  the  abundant  production  of  his 
native  provinces  AnjOu  and  Maine. 

A  great  trade  is  carried  on  here  in 
clover  seed,  which  is  sent  over  itt 
large  quantities  to  England.  Th» 
chief  article  of  manufacture  is  toa^ 
candles.  Le  Mans  is  also  famed  for 
poultry:  its  poulards  and  ohapona 
supply  the  markets  of  Paris. 

Le  Mans  witnessed  the  ruin  and- 
final  dispersion  of  the  Venddan  army 
in  179S.  Worn  out  by  the  disastrous 
fatigues  of  a  six  months'  campaign, 
they  were  here  assaulted  by  the  Re- 
publican forces  under  Marceau*s  com- 
mand.  Most  obstinate  was  the  re- 
sistanee  made  by  the  Royalists  in  the 
streets  and  great  square  of  the  town» 
before  they  were  finally  expelled,  with 
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their  leader,  Larochejaquelin,  who 
was  wounded  in  the  action.  Then 
ensued  the  most  fearful  carnage,  not 
only  of  the  Vend^an  soldiery,  but  of 
their  miserable  wives  and  children, 
who  accompanied  them.  By  the  joint 
exercise  of  cannonades  of  grape,  and 
platoons  of  musquetry,  discharged 
upon  the  defenceless  crowd,  under 
the  order  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
ConTention,  upwards  of  10,000  per- 
sons were  massacred  on  that  occasion. 

ConveyancBB  daily  to  Caen  by 
Aien9on  and  to  Tours  (R.  29.). 

The  road,  on  quitting  Le  Mans, 
crosses  the  Huisne  just  before  it  fiiUs 
into  the  Sarthe,  and  then  runs  along 
the  1.  bank  of  that  river  as  far  as 

16  Guecelard.  On  the  outskirts  of 
Xie  Mans,  not  far  from  the  bridge  over 
the  Huisne,  the  bufibon  Scarron  threw 
himself  into  the  river,  to  conceal 
himself  from  the  pursuit  and  taunts 
of  the  mob,  whose  derision  he  had 
excited  by  parading  the  streets  during 
the  Carnival  tarred  and  feathered,  by 
way  of  masquerading.  The  result 
of  this  frolic,  so  little  becoming  his 
position  as  canon  of  the  cathedral, 
was,  that  he  caught  a  rheumatism  in 
his  limbs  which  rendered  him  a  crip- 
ple for  life. 

Maize  begins  to  grow  to  the  S.  of 
Le  Mans,  but  nowhere  to  the  N.  of 
that  place. 

7  Fouletourte. 

The  road  descends  into  the  pretty 
valley  of  the  Loir  (N.B.  not  to  be 
confounded  with  the  Loire),  a  little 
before  it  reaches 

20  La  Fl^he  {Inn:  La  Poste). 
A  town  of  6,500  inhabitants,  prettily 
situated  in  a  country  where  vineyards 
begin  to  be  cultivated  with  advantage. 
The  large  edifice,  now  the  Ecole 
Militaire,  was  built  by  Henri  IV.  as 
a  Jesuit's  College,  160S,  but  turned 
into  its  present  destination  by  Napo- 
leon.  The  heart  of  Henri  is  still  pre- 
served  in  the  church.  The  Church  of 
St.  Thomas  is  a  heavy  Romanesque 
edifice. 

21  m.  N.W.  of  La  Fl&he,  and  3 


beyond  Sable,  is  the  Abbey  of  Solesmes 
recently  purchased  and  re-occupied 
by  a  society  of  Benedictine  monks^ 
who  devote  themselves  to  study  in 
this  picturesque  retreat.  The  church 
is  remaikable  for  4  groups  of  statues 
called  JLeM  Saints  de  Solesmes  enclosed 
in  niches,  each  surrounded  by  a  rich 
framework  of  architecture  and  sculp- 
ture, in  a  style  of  Gothic  approach- 
ing to  the  renaissance.  The  groups 
of  statuary  represent,  1.  Christ  dead 
at  the  Sepulchre;  the  head  of  Christ, 
and  the  figure  of  the  Magdalen  are 
particularly  well  executed.  Above 
the  recess  rises  an  ogee  arch  decorated 
with  the  richest  foliage  of  thistles  and 
mallows.      It  bears   the   date  1496. 

2.  Christ  disputing  with  the  Doctors  ; 
the  figures,  in  the  dress  of  the  1 5th 
century,  are  somewhat  coarse,  re- 
minding one  of  a  Dutch  painting. 

3.  On  the  \,  of  the  choir ;  the  Com- 
munion of  the  Virgin.  4.  Death  of  the 
Virgin ; —  in  the  N.  transept.  These 
sculptures  have  been  variously  at- 
tributed to  Italian  artists,  and  to  the 
Frenchman  Germain  Filon,  but  with- 
out authority.  An  altar  in  the  S. 
transept  has  been  lately  fitted  up  with 
fragments  of  other  statuary  found 
among  the  ruins  of  the  abbey.  The 
stalls  in  the  choir,  carved  with  the 
genealogy  of  Christ,  are  worth  notice. 

The  road  to  Angers  follows  the 
valley  of  the  Xioir  downwards,  run- 
ning at  the  foot  of  gentle  hills  covered 
with  vineyards. 

13  Duretal  is  a  town  of  1500  in- 
habitants, overlooked  by  two  pic- 
turesque embattled  towers,  part  of  a 
Cas&je  built  by  Foulques  Nera  Comte 
d'Anjou. 

14  Suette. 

The  Loir  now  bends  away  from 
the  road  to  the  W.  and  6  m.  below 
this  &lls  into  the  Sarthe. 

On  approaching  Angers  the  road 
passes  near  some  of  the  vast  quarries 
of  slate  which  form  a  principal  pro- 
duction of  the  district. 

20  Angers.  —  Inns :  Hotel  de 
Loudres,  on  the  quai  opposite  the 
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landing-place  of  the  steamers,  best; 
CheTal  Blanc. 

Angers,  chef  lieu  of  the  depart- 
ment Maine  et  Loire,  is  situated  on 
the  Maine,  called  Mayenne,  in  the 
upper  part  of  its  course,  a  little  below 
the  junction'of  the  Sarthe  with  it  and 
about  5  m.  above  the  influx  of  the 
Maine  into  the  Loire.  It  has  33,000 
inhabitants.  Modern  improvements 
made  within  the  last  10  years,  the 
formation  of  a  broad  quay  along  the 
1.  bank  of  the  river,  the  substitution 
of  tall,  regular,  white  stone  houses, 
like  tha<ie  of  the  Rue  Rivoli,  for  the 
old  gable-faced  cottage-built  struc- 
tures, have  greatly  innovated  upon 
the  thoroughly  antique  character 
which  Angers  previously  bore.  A 
broad  formal  boulevard,  planted  with 
young  trees,  replaces  the  old  forti- 
fications,— 

**  The   flinty   rfbi   of   this  oontemptooui 
town;" 
..."  those  sleeping  stones, 
That  as  a  waist  did  girdle  it  about. 
By  this  time  from  their  fixed  beds  of  iime 
Have  been  dishabited."  King  John. 

The  **  strong  barred  gates  "  arc  all 
down,  and  only  one  tower  remains 
near  the  upper  bridge  of  those  *<  saucy 
walls."  Black  Angers,  as  it  was 
called  from  the  sombre  hue  of  its 
buildings  of  slate,  is  now  like  an  old 
coat  with  a  modem  trimming,  but 
plunge  into  the  midst  of  its  labyrinth 
of  buildings,  scale  its  steep  and  nar- 
row streets,  many  of  them  inacces- 
sible to  wheel  carriages,  and  you  will 
find  traces  enough  of  the  Angers  of 
olden  time,  the  capital  of  Anjou,  and 
residence  of  its  dukes.  In  few  towns 
of  France  will  the  antiquary,  artist,  or 
architect  find  a  greater  number  of 
interesting  antique  churches  and 
houses  than  here. 

Most  of  the  old  houses  are  timber* 
framed,  their  fronts  gable-faced,  the 
roofs,  and  often  fronts,  covered  with 
scales  of  slate,  which  abounds  in  the 
neighbourhood  and  forms  the  com- 
mon building  stone,  and  many  of  the 
door  and  comer  posts,  the  joists  and 
cornices,  bear  rich  Gothic  carvings. 


The  most  venerable  relic  of  antiquity 
is  the  old  Cas^,  at  the  water  side, 
close  to  the  new  suspension  bridge. 
Its  walls  were  originally  washed  by 
the  waters  of  the  Maine,  until  its 
moat  was  partly  filled  to  give  place 
to  the  new  quay.  If  its  size  and  pre- 
servation be  jointly  considered,  it  is 
perhaps  the  finest  feudal  castle  in 
France.  Seventeen  colossal  towers 
surround  it;  they  are  70  to  80  ft.  high» 
close  set  along  the  walls,  shaped  like 
dice  boxes,  thick  below,  narrow 
waisted  and  having  bands  of  white  stone 
let  into  the  black  rough  slate  of  which 
they  are  built,  so  as  to  give  them  the 
appearance  of  being  hooped.  A 
broad  and  deep  ditch  isolates  the 
castle  from  the  rest  of  the  town ;  it 
is  entered  by  a  massive  gateway  un- 
der a  perfect  portcullis;  within  its 
portal  is  the  fiimace  where  lead  and 
pitch  were  melted  for  the  benefit  of 
invaders.  This  castle  was  begun  by 
Philippe  Auguste,  and  completed  by 
Louis  IX.  It  serves  at  present  for  a 
prison,  barrack,  and  depot  of  powder. 
The  part  which  served  as  a  palace  of 
the  dukes  of  Ai^ou,  overlooking  the 
river,  is  now  in  ruins,  but  shows  the 
architecture  of  the  renussance.  It 
stood  between  the  high  tower  called 
Du  Motdiuy  because  it  once  supported 
a  windmill,  and  that  called  Du  biahk^ 
because  close  to  it  was  the  fearful  Oub- 
liette, down  which  criminals  were  cast 
alive.  From  this  tower  there  is  a  capi- 
tal view  of  the  town,  its  spires  and 
other  buildings,  of  the  river  and  its 
bridges;  while  a  slight  glimpse  of  the 
Loire  also,  deep  set  in  its  distant  valley, 
may  be  gained.  There  is  a  neat  chapel, 
now  filled  with  fire-arms,  showing,  in 
the  delicate  tracery  of  its  windows,  a 
good  example  of  Gothic.  Beside  it 
is  a  small  building  flanked  with  tur- 
rets in  which,  it  is  said.  King  Rene 
of  Provence  and  Anjou  was  bom. 
The  view  from  the  terrace  outside  the 
castle-gate  is  less  extensive  but  nearly 
as  good  as  that  from  within  the  walls, 
and  on  the  whole  the  castle  is  more 
imposing  from  without  than  inter- 


15S  Route  A^-^  Angers — Cathahnl — Mngeum.    Seet.  II. 


eating  within.  On  one  side  of  the  open 
space  surrounding  the  castle  stands  a 
handsome  modern  buiiding  originally 
L^Academie  (TEquitoHon.  Mr.  Pitt 
(afterwards  Lord  Chatham)  and  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  received  part  of 
their  education  at  the  military  col- 
lie here,  now  removed  to  Saumur, 
which  occupied  this  edifice,  still 
called  VAcadimie.  It  has  beencon- 
verted  since  the  Revolution  into  a 
caserne  de  Cavalerie,  and  d^pot  de 
la  Remonte.  No  trace  or  tradition 
is  preserved  of  either  of  these  great 
men,  of  whose  education  it  may  be 
said,  **  fiis  est  et  ab  hoste  doceri." 

The  Cathedral  of  St  Maurice  is 
every  where  conspicuous  from  its  ele- 
vated position  and  its  twin  towers, 
placed  so  close  tc^ether  as  to  seem 
thrown  into  one.  The  very  delicate 
spire]  on  one  side  is  injured  by  the 
contiguous  ugly  pavillion,  an  ad- 
dition of  the  Renaissance  (1540). 
The  W.  portal,  a  work  of  the  12th 
•century,  is  remarkable  for  the  rich- 
ness and  good  preservation  of  the 
sculptures  surrounding  its  elegant, 
early-pointed  arch ;  they  retain  indeed 
even  their  colouring.  On  either 
side  are  4  saints,  male  and  female ; 
above,  the  curved  niches  are  filled 
with  smaller  statues,  angels,  &c., 
while  the  tympanum  is  occupied  by 
the  Saviour,  surrounded  by  the  at- 
tributes of  the  12  Apostles.  The 
workmanship  is  good,  the  laces  ex- 
pressive, the  draperies  ela,borate,  but 
the  whole  displays  the  stiff  style  of 
Greek  art  of  the  period.  Higher  up, 
in  a  row  of  niches,  are  8  statues  of 
dukes  of  Anjou,  later  in  date  (15th 
century)  and  inferior  in  execution. 
On  the  1.  hand  as  you  enter,  passing 
from  below  the  carved  organ-loft,  is 
an  antique  b^nitier  of  oblong  form, 
in  verde  antique,  supported  on  lions, 
a  Byzantine  work  of  the  lower  em- 
pire ;  it  was  brought  from  the  East, 
and  presented  to  the  church  by  King 
Reni.  The  church  consists  of  a 
very  long  nave  without  aisles,  each 
division  of  the  side  wall  being  a  wide 


pointed  arch  resting  on  the  ground 
without  pillars,  and  an  upper  arch 
rising  from  engaged  groups  of  pil- 
lars having  Romanesque  capitals,  en* 
closing  a  'pair  of  narrow  circular- 
headed  windows.  The  greater  part 
of  these  windows,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  nave  and  choir,  are  filled  with 
painted  glass  of  the  richest  coloui^ 
and  very  old  (13th  century),  forming 
one  of  the  chief  ornaments  of  the 
church.  This  and  other  churches  in 
the  Angevine  style  are  destitute  pf 
triforium  or^derestory.  The  choir  and 
transepts  are  short,  the  E.  end  is 
multangular.  Both  transepts  (1225) 
terminate  with  fine  wheel  windows, 
the  other  windows  are  pointed,  and 
below  these  along  the  wajl  runs  a  rich 
pointed  arcade.  The  nave  is  about 
80  ft.  high,  and  nearly  54  ft.  wide, 
stone  vaulted.  Local  historians  lay 
great  stress  on  its  roof  being  supported 
without  fiying  buttresses,  but  their 
place  is  supplied  by  huge  clumsy 
square  piers  at  least  8  ft.  by  10 
square,  and  retaining  the  same  thick- 
ness up  to  the  roof,  raised  outside 
between  each  pair  of  windows  and 
at  the  angles  of  the  transepts;  and 
thus  the  wonder  is  removed.  Mar- 
garet of  Anjou  was  buried  in  St. 
Maurice,  but  her  tomb  was  destroyed 
at  the  Revolution. 

Not  far  from  the  cathedral  is  the 
Mtuie,  placed  in  a  building  erected 
by  an  intendant  of  the  province,  after- 
wards converted  into  the  Seminaire, 
and  added  to  in  the  time  of  Louis 
XIV.  Its  cloister  and  winding  stair- 
case are  curious  examples  of  the 
latest  Gothic  style. 

It  contains  a  large  collection  of 
mediocre  paintings,  mostly  of  the 
modern  French  school.  Among  them 
is  placed  a  Vcue  of  antique  Egyptifui 
porphyry,  brought  by  King  Ren^ 
from  the  East,  which  for  a  long 
time  passed  for  one  of  the  water-pots 
used  at  the  marriage  feast  at  Cans. 
It  bears  2  bearded  masks  carved 
on  it,  and  is  broken,  which  is  not 
surprising  considering  its  thiimess. 
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Jiete  is  a  fine  bust  of  Napoleoxi 
by  Canova,  in  maible,  condemned  to 
be  broken  at  the  Restoration,  but 
saved  by  being  hid  in  a  g!»rret.  One 
room  is  filled  with  casts  from  the 
works  of  the  living  French  sculptor 
Davidf  given  by  him  to  his  native 
town.  His  statues  of  Guttemberg» 
inventor  of  printing  for  Strasburg, 
of  General  Foy  in  a  Roman  dress, 
of  Annand  Carrel  in  loose  pantaloons 
plidted  round  the  waist,  of  the  Greek 
girl  at  the  tomb  of  Marco  Botsaris ; 
hia  busts  of  Gothe^  Hafaneman  the  ho« 
mceopathist,  and  Jeremy  Bentham,  ap- 
pear best  worth  notice.  He  also  ex- 
ecuted a  series  of  medallion  heads  of 
celebrated  persons  of  the  19th  century. 

The  museum  of  Naiurai  HiHory,  si- 
tuated in  the  upper  story  of  the  build- 
ing, is  reached  .by  a  corkscrew  stair 
Remarkable  for  its  lightness,  and  its  sin- 
gular groined  roof.  The  collection  is 
exceedingly  well  arranged  and  named. 
The  geology  of  the  department  is 
illustrated  in  a  series  of  specimens  by 
themselves.  Among  a  few  antiquities 
is  the  crosier  of  Robert  d'Arbrissal, 
founder  of  Fontevrault,  found  in  that 
Abbey ;  it  bears  a  semi-pagan  repre- 
sentation of  St.  Michael  and  the 
dragon,  of  gold  (?)  partly  enamelled. 
The  shoes  of  Joanne  de  Laval,  2d 
wife  of  King  Ren^,  high-heeled  and 
ornamented  with  open  work ;  also  an 
aerolite,  which  fell  in  one  of  the  fau- 
bourgs of  Angers  1822,fdeserve  atten- 
tion. The  Library  possesses  some 
ourious  old  MSS. 

Not  far  from  the  mus^  is  the  ruined 
church  of  Toustaintsy  attached  to  a 
convent  now  converted  into  a  Depdt 
det  Suhsistancea  MUitaires.  It  is  an 
elegant  pointed  building,  and  almost 
identical  in  style  with  the  early  Eiig- 
Ibh.  It  is  a  cross  church  without 
aisles^  with  lancet  windows,  richly 
cut  capitals,  and  corbels,  from  which 
springs  the  roof  destroyed  at  the 
Revolution.  The  £.  window  is  a 
wheel,  apparently  of  later  date. 

The  massive  and  stately  tower  of 
St»  Aubin  in  the  early  pointed  style, 


unfinished  and  surmounted  with  a 
conical  roof  of  slate,  is  now  converted 
into  a  shot  tower. 

A  curious  discovery  was  made  a  few 
years  ago  at  the  Prefecture,  viz.  that 
along  the  corridor  on  the  h  hand^ 
concealed  by  thick  plaist^  runs  a 
colonnade  of  florid  Norman  archi- 
tecture, of  very  early  date,  and  of 
curious  and  elaborate  workmanship. 
The  small  round  arches  rest  titer* 
nately  on  piers  faced  with  pilasters, 
and  on  detached  pillars  arranged  in  3 
rows,  each  5  deep.  AH  the  pillars,  cor- 
nices, and  mouldings  of  the  arches,  are 
most  elab<Hrate,  sharply  cut,  very  per^ 
feet,  and  no  two  alike.  The  mould- 
ings  running  round  the  arches  oonrast 
of  bearded  heads,  monsters,  animals, 
fish,  &c. 

In  the  midst  is  a  circular  portal,  the 
lower  part  of  which  *is  sunk  rather 
below  the  surfiice  of  the  ground, 
supported  on  cut  cohinms  of  varied 
patterns,  and  surmounted  by  a  series, 
of  Runic  bands,  cords  and  foliage,  each 
confined  to  one  stone,  and  radiating 
from  a  common  centre.  Next  to  this 
is  a  still  greater  curiosity,  a  double 
arch  ornamented  with  fresco  paintings 
instead  of  sculpture,  the  subjects  be« 
ing  Herod  on  his  Throne,  the  Maa« 
sacre  of  the  Innocents,  the  Temple  of 
Jerusalem,  and  the  Nativity  and 
Adoration  of  the  Magi,  who  are  seen 
on  horseback  approaching  Bethlehem, 
The  style  of  drawing  bears  a  near  re*, 
semblance  to  the  tqoestry  of  Bayeux  ; 
the  colours'  are  very  perfect.  These 
ardies  formed  part  of  an  early  church 
and  convent  of  St.  Aubin,  of  which 
the  prefecture  occupies  the  site. 

The  old  EpHee  de  St,  Martin,  now 
converted  into  a  magazine  of  fagots, 
and  piled  up  to  the  roof  with  them, 
so  as  to  be  scarcely  visible,  will  yetr 
interest  the  antiquary  from  its  age 
and  style  of  structure.  It  is  in  the 
early  Romanesque  style,  consists  of 
an  inordinately  long  nave,  of  a  tran* 
sept  —  having  thick  round  pillars  set 
in  the  4  inner  angles  of  the  walls 
which  supported  the  tower,  and  of  an- 
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apsidal  £.  end.  Its  windows  are 
round  headed  and  long.  It  is  the 
oldest  church  in  Angers,  and  one  of 
the  few  churches  in  France  whose 
origin  can  with  probability  be  re- 
ferred to  the  period  of  the  Carlovingian 
kings.  The  nave  and  transept,  ex- 
clusiye  of  certain  repairs,  appear  to  be 
part  of  the  church  founded  in  the  9th 
century  by  Hermengarde  Queen  of 
Liouis  le  Debonnaire,  who  died  819. 
The  choir  is  later,  probably  of  the 
1 2th  century. 

At  the  extremity  of  the  town  to 
the  N.  is  the  Church  of  St.  Sergey  re- 
markable for  a  choir  supported  on  6 
columns  of  peculiar  lightness  and 
height,  from  whose  freely  cut  capitals 
rises  an  elegant  pointed  roof;  behind 
it  is  a  square  Lady  Chapel.  The  style 
indicates  the  transition  from  Roman- 
esque to  early  pointed.  The  windows 
are  without  tracery,  for  the  most 
part  round  headed,  enclosed  within 
pointed  arches.  The  transepts  seem 
of  a  much  older  date  than  the  choir ; 
the  nave  is  in  the  late  Gothic  of  the 
1 5th  century. 

Here  is  a  finely  carved  spiral  stair- 
case of  wood ;  every  pannel  contains 
a  different  sculpture  and  composi- 
tion. 

In  the  same  quarter  of  the  town  is 
the  Jardin  des  Plantes,  an  agreeable 
walk  in  hot  weather  under  shady 
trees,  near  to  the  Seminairey  a  vast 
edifice. 

Among  the  more  interesting  spe- 
<»mens  of  ancient  domestic  architec- 
ture with  which  the  streets  of  Angers 
abound,  may  be  mentioned  a  corner 
house,  in  the  Place  behind  the  cathe- 
dral, adorned  with  curious  carvings  in 
wood ;  that  called  Hdtel  des  Marchinds 
in  the  Rue  Baudri^re,  and  another 
in  the  Rue  du  Figuier  known  as  the 
H6td  dea  Dues  d*Ai^u,  for  what  rea- 
son is  not  evident,  since  Ren^,  the  last 
Duke  of  Anjou,  died  1480,  and  this 
building  cannot  be  older  than  the 
16th  century,  and  is  in  the  style  of 
Francis  I.'s  time,  with  more  of  Italian 
than  of  Gothic  in  the  composition  of 


its  architecture.  The  square  turrets, 
or  projecting  oriels,  at  its  angles  are 
singular. 

In  the  suburb  of  Dotttre  (beyond, 
or  on  the  further  (or  rt.)  bank  of 
the  Maine)  are  several  buildings 
deserving  notice  for  their  antiquity. 
The  EffHse  de  la  Trinite  is  a  Roman- 
esque building  probably  of  the  l]th 
and  12th  centuries.  It  consists  of  a 
long  nave  without  aisles,  having  in  the 
side  walls  a  series  of  apsidal  recesses 
under  pointed  arches.  The  choir 
very  shallow,  and  formed  of  a  central 
and  2  side  apses,  is  separated  from  the 
nave  by  a  wall  pierced  with  a  pointed 
arch,  which  contracts  the  view  of  the 
high  altar,  but  serves  as  a  support  to 
the  Tbtoer,  which  is  square  below,  oc- 
tagonal above,  and  very  elegant. 

Close  to  this  church,  indeed  touch- 
ing it,  is  a  second  equally  ancient  and 
in  a  nearly  similar  style,  VBgUse  de 
BoHceray,  once  attached  to  an  ex- 
tensive nunnery,  now  converted  into 
the  Ecole  des  Arts  et  Metiers,  The 
church  now  serves  as  a  chapel  for  the 
students;  it  is  very  plain  and  con- 
siderably modernized.  % 

On  the  same  side  of  the  river,  a 
little  higher  up,  is  the  Hospice  St, 
Jean,  founded  by  Henry  1 1.  King  of 
England,  and  duke  of  Anjou,  1153. 
The  great  hall,  said  to  be  of  that  date 
is  a  fine  apartment,  lofty  and  airy,  its 
groined  and  pointed  roof  supported 
on  2  rows  of  light  pillars.  Here  the 
beds  of  the  patients  are  ranged  in 
rows,  the  males  separated  from  the 
femtdes  by  a  low  partition.  The 
office  of  nurses  is  performed  by  nuns  ; 
the  whole  is  kept  very  orderly,  the 
linen-closet  particularly  neat  The 
cloisters  between  the  great  hall  and 
the  church  are  partly  in  the  Roman- 
esque style;  double  pillars  support 
the  arches ;  a  round  portal  with  deep 
mouldings  leads  into  the  0uipd,  A 
decayed  barn  near  the  hospital  is  still 
older  than  it. 

At  the  opposite  extremity  of  the 
Suburb  Doutre,  below  the  suspension 
bridge,  near  the  Nantes  road,  is  the 
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yast  Nunnery  au  Bon  Pasteur,  sur- 
rounded by  high  walls.  The  sisters 
keep  a  school  for  females. 

Very  extensive  BotdevardSf  planted 
with  trees  and  lined  with  some  very 
)iandsome  houses,  the  Mairie,  &c., 
occupy  the  site  of  the  old  walls,  and 
communicate  with  a  wide  open  space 
for  the  exercise  of  troops,  called  Champ 
de  Mars,  traversed  by  the  road  to  Sau- 
mur.  Some  of  the  houses  about  it  bore 
until  lately  the  marks  of  bullets  £red 
in  the  attack  of  Angers  by  the  Ven- 
d^n  army,  90,000  strong,  1793. 

The  forces  of  King  John  laid  waste 
Brittany  in  1199,  and  to  that  period 
we  must  refer  the  scene  in  Shakespeare; 
*<  Before  the  walls  of  Angiers,**  where 
the  citizens  are  summoned  by  both 
the  rival  kings,-—"  Ye  men  of  An- 
giers,  open  wide  your  gates." 

Angers  occupies  a  fortunate  posi- 
tion near  the  mouth  of  3  navigable 
rivers,  in  a  country  producing  lime, 
coal,  and  slate. 

Angers  is  famed  for  its  nursery 
gardens ;  there  are  not  less  than  30. 

The  neighbourhood  abounds  in 
Slate  Quarries,  which  employ  between 
2000  and  3000  men,  and  supply 
» large  part  of  France.  They  furnish 
80  millions  of  slates  yearly,  which  are 
exported  to  the  value  of  1^  millions 
of  francs  per  annum. 

The  most  considerable,  JLe  Grand 
Carreau,  is  about  4  m.  off,  a  little  to 
the  1.  of  the  road  to  Saumur.  It  is 
nearly  400  ft.  (105  metres)  deep,  and 
occupies  an  area  of  4000  metres.  Be- 
sides the  yawning  open  excavation, 
a  considerable  cavern,  approached  by 
a  horizontal  gallery  on  one  side  of  the 
quarry,  has  been  driven  under  ground. 
It  is  approached  by  vertical  ladders, 
and  frail  extracting  machinery  over- 
hangs the  precipice.  At  times  serious 
slips,  or  eboulements,  produce  very 
dangerous  avalanches  of  rock. 

There  are  2  steamers  daily  to  Nantes, 
and  1  to  Tours  and  Orleans,  making 
the  circuit  of  the  tongue  of  land  which 
separates  the  Mayenne  from  the  Loire. 
(See  R.  58.  p.  205.) 


Diligences  daily  to  Paris  by  Le 
Mans  (R.  46.);  to  Paris  by  Tours; 
to  Nantes ;  to  Chartres ;  to  Saumur. 

llie  direct  distance  from  Angers  to 
the  Loire  at  Pont  de  Ce  is  about  5  xn.» 
and  5.  m.  beyond  the  river  is  the  very 
interesting  Chdteaude  Brissac^p,  205% 

The  road  to  Nantes  quits  Angers 
by  the  Suburb  Doutre,  and  leaving 
the  Mayenne  on  the  1.  hand,  reaches 
the  Loire  at 

18  St.  George  sur  Loire. 

8  Champtoc^.        "| 

14  Varades.  I    described    in 

13  Ancenis.  >  Route  58.  p. 

9  Oudon.  I    207. 

14  La  Seilleraye.  J 

14  Nantes. —  Inns:  Hotel  d« 
France  in  the  Place  Graslin,  close 
to  the  theatre,  best.  Hotel  des  Voy* 
ageurs.  Rue  Moliere ;  H.  du  Covo^ 
merce. 

Nantes,  the  ancient  residence  of  the 
dukes  of  Brittany,  when  that  province 
was  independent ;  which  disputed  with 
Rennes  the  title  of  capital  of  the 
duchy,  now  chef  lieu  of  the  depart* 
ment  of  the  Loire  Inf^rieure,  is  situ* 
ated  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Loire,  at 
the  influx  into  it  from  the  N.  of  the 
Erdre ;  the  junction  of  the  two  rivers 
being  in  the  middle  of  the  town.  The 
S^vre  (Nantaise)  from  the  S.  flows 
into  the  Lioire  a  little  below  Nantes. 
There  are  at  least  16  bridges  in  the 
town  over  these  various  streams.  It  is 
distant  about  40  m.  from  the  ocean, 
and  is  a  flourishing  seaport,  the  fourth 
in  rank  and  population  in  France, 
numbering  77,992  inhabitants ;  and, 
though  less  prosperous  since  the  loss 
of  St.  Domingo  to  France,  and  of 
late  outstripped  by  Havre  as  a  port, 
it  has  remained  nearly  stationary  in 
population  and  commercial  prosperity 
for  the  last  50  years ;  it  is  still  the 
seat  of  much  respectable  opulence 
and  active  industry.  As  a  town,  It 
is  one  of  the  handsomest  and  most 
pleasing  in  France.  Its  fine  Quah, 
extending  about  2  m.  along  the  Loire^ 
and  on  both  sides  of  the  Erdre,  and 
the  wide  open  space  left  by  these 
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two  riyen,  enlivened  with  small 
craft,  remind  the  traveller  somewhat 
of  the  busy  aquatic  towns  of  Holland, 
Amsterdam,  and  Rotterdam,  and  give 
«  very  cheerful  character  to  Nantes, 
which  is,  besides,  far  less  dirty  than 
most  French  towns.  In  the  new 
quarters,  it  has  streets  lined  with 
houses  not  unworthy  of  Paris.  The 
Rue  Royale  and  Rue  d*Orleans  con* 
tain  the  chief  shops,  while  the  old 
quarters,  belonging  to  the  capital  of 
tiie  ancient  duchy,  abound  in  pic- 
turesque houses,  gable-faced  and  over- 
lianging  the  narrow  streets.  Those 
who  admire  and  would  seek  out  pic- 
turesque bits  of  street  architecture, 
now  fast  disappearing  even  from  the 
eld  town  under  modern  improvements, 
must  penetrate  the  Rues  de  la  Pois- 
flonnerie,  where  the  house  ''aux  Enfims 
Nantais,**  so  called  from  the  carved 
figures  of  the  martyrs  St.  Donatien 
and  St.  Rogatien,  at  the  comer  of 
the  Place  du  Change,  deserves  par- 
ticular notice  t  it  dates  from  the  15th 
century.  There  are  other  old  houses 
in  the  Rues  du  Calvaire  and  de  la 
Juiverie.  In  the  Rue  de  la  Boucherie 
is  a  house  said  to  have  been  inhabited 
by  Anne  of  Brittany. 

The  most  prominent  and  remark- 
able edifice  is  the  OUhedral  of  St. 
Pierre,  externally  an  unsightly  pile^ 
from  the  unfinished  towers  not  rising 
much-  higher  than  the  roof.  The 
three  lofty  portals  of  its  W.  front, 
however,  are  striking  for  size  and  the 
great  number  of  small  bas-reliefi  and 
other  sculptures  adorning  them.  It 
was  begun  1434,  and  flashed  about 
the  end  of  the  century.  The  nave, 
of  the  same  age,  is  very  imposing  on 
account  of  the  great  elevation  of  its 
roof,  120  ft.  above  the  pavement,  and 
the  elegance  of  its  arches,  but  its 
windows  are  destitute  of  tracery. 
The  modem  wood  carving  in  some 
of  the  side  chapels,  and  the  stone- 
work of  the  organ  loft  decorated 
-with  pendants,  a  delicate  work  of 
the  16th  century,  deserve  notice. 
Attached    to  this  noble   nave  is  a 


plain  Romanesque  choir,  inferiof  in 
height  and  plain  in  style,  probably 
of  the  11th  century:  it  was  atr^dy 
enclosed  in  new  walls,  corresponding 
with  the  nave,  preparatory  to  pulling 
down  the   old  structure,  when   the 
works  were  stopped  for  want  of  funds} 
near  the  latter  end  of  the  1 5th  cen- 
tury.    The  solitary  transept  on  the 
S.  side,  which  had  been  alone  com« 
pleted,  is  now  partitioned  off,  and 
serves  to  contain  the  splendid  Monw^ 
ment,  removed  from  the  suppressed 
Carmelite  convent,   of    Francis  II., 
last  Due  de  Bretagne,  and  his  wifi^ 
Marguerite  de  Foix,  raised  to  their 
memory  by  his  daughter,  Anne  of 
Brittany.     It  is  a  splendid  work  of 
art  in  the  style  of  the  renaissance^ 
executed  by  a  Bas  Breton  artist,  Mi- 
chel Colomb,  a  native  of  St.  Pol  de 
Leon,  who  preceded  Jean   Goujon. 
It  was  fortunately  secreted   at  the 
Revolution  to  preserve  it  from  de- 
struction. .  It  is  a  raised  altar  tomb 
of   marble,  black,   white,   and  red, 
raised  to  a  [height  of  5  ft.     Upon  it 
repose  the  recumbent  figures  of  Fran- 
cis andliis  wife ;  three  angels  support 
their  heads,  and  their  feet  rest  on  a 
lion  and  greyhound.     In   the  four 
comers  stand  statues  as  large  as  lifb 
in  white  marble;   of  Justice,   with 
sword  and  scales,  said  to  be  a  portrait 
of  the   Duchess   Anne;    of  Powcr^ 
strangling  a  dragon  (heresy),  which 
she  draws  out   of  a  tower;    she  is 
attired  with  helmet  and  breastplate, 
and  has  a  scarf  wound   round  hei* 
arm ;  Wisdom  bears  a  mirror  and  a 
compass,  and  Prudence,  double-facedj 
holds  a  lanthom  in  one  hand  and  a 
bit  in  the  other,  as  attributes.   These 
statues  are  well  designed,  and  exe^ 
cuted  with  great  delicacy,  which  is 
particularly  conspicuous  in  the  dra- 
peries.   Along  the  sides  of  the  tomb; 
small  statues  of  the  12  Apostles  are 
ranged  in  niches,  and  below  them  are 
figures  of  mourners  in  coloured  mar- 
ble.    The  patron  saints  of  the  Duke 
and  Duchess,  St  Francis  d' Assisi  and 
St.  Mai^aret,  stand  at  the  head,  St 
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Xiouifi  and  Charlemagne  at  the  feet. 
The  remains  of  the  JUlustriQus  dead, 
for  whom  this  splendid  tcMnb  was 
raised,  having  been  torn  up  and  scat- 
tered in  1793,  the  body  of  the  Con- 
stable de  Richemont,  one  of  the 
generals  who  contributed  to  drive  the 
English  out  of  France  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  VII.,  was  deposited  within 
it  in  1815.  The  N.  transept  and  the 
choir  of  this  church  are  in  progress 
of  completion,  to  correspond  with  the 
nave,  and  It  is  proposed  to  pUll  down 
the  old  ehoir. 

Beyond  the  cathedml,  a  broad  and 
much  frequented  promenade,  occupy- 
ing the  site  of  the  old  fortifications, 
and  forming  a  sort  of  boulevard,  ex- 
tends from  the  Xioire  to  the  £rdre, 
under  the  names  ComnlSt.  Pierre  sad 
Qnire  St.  Andre.  The  f<»mer  is  ap- 
proached by  a  broad  and  stately  flight 
of  steps  from  the  I/oire,  and  is  orna- 
mented with  statues  of  the  Duchesrt 
Anne  and  of  the  three  Breton  heroes, 
—the  constables  Du  GueseUn,  Clis« 
wm,  and  De  Richemont  Between  the 
two  walks  stands  a  Column  raised  to 
the  memory  of  Louis  XVI.»  and  sur- 
mounted by  his  statue;  but,  since 
1830,  made  to  commemorate  a  com- 
bat between  some  young  men  of  the 
town  with  the  troops  of  the  line,  in 
which  10  of  the  former  were  killed, 
during  the  July  Revolution.  The 
brass  plate  which  reo^Kls  this,  states 
that  '*  Des  ouvriers  Anglais  ont,  fait 
graver  cette  inscription."  *Tis  a  pity 
English  workmen  cannot  mind  their 
own  business  without  meddling  with 
the  politics  of  a  foreign  country. 

The  Caetie  (chateau),  a  massive 
and  venerable  edifice  of  the  14th  cen- 
tury, partly  modernised  in  the  16th  by 
the  Due  de  Mercoeur  during  the  wars 
of  the  lieague,  flanked  with  bastions, 
still  bearing  on  them  the  cross  of 
Xorraine,  'stands  at  the  extremity  of 
the  Cours  St  Pierre,  on  the  margin 
of  the  Loire,  surrounded  on  the  land 
side  by  a  deep  fosse.  Its  massive 
round  towers  are  built  of  slate  and 
granite :  a  portcullis  still  defends  its 


entrance,  and  the  interior  contaisa 
several  constructions  of  the  16  th  cen- 
tury in  the  latest  Gothic ;  the  window^ 
surmoimted  with  canopies.  In  ong 
is  a  curious  spiral  staircase.  Most  of 
the  kings  of  France,  from  Charlea 
VIII.  downwards,  resided  for  a  lime 
within  its  walls.  The  powder  maga- 
zine is  said  to  have  been  the  Clu^pd 
in  which  Anne  of  Brittany  was  mar* 
ried  to  Louis  XII.  (?),  thus  becoming 
for  the  second  time,  queen  of  France. 
She  certainly  was  bom  here,  and  made 
the  castle  her  residence.  In  this 
castle  H«nri  IV.  signed  the  Edict  of 
NoMtea  for  the  protection  of  the  Pro- 
testants in  I5d8,  revoked  to  the  injury 
and  stain  of  France  by  Louis  XIV. 

In  1654  it  was  the  prison  of  tha 
Cardinal  de  Retz,  who  escaped  by 
letting  himself  down  by  a  rope  froM 
tiie  bastion  de  Mercoeur  into  a  boat 
moored  in  the  Loire,  which  at  that 
time,  and  until  the  present  quai  was 
formed,  washed  the  castle  walls.  Tlia 
attention  of  the  sentinel  meanwhile  waa 
taken  offby  giving  him  a  bottle  of  wine 
to  drink,  and  his  eye  was  deceived  by 
the  cardinal's  red  cloak  and  hat  slipped 
off  and  hung  over  the  battlements; 
De  Retz  reaching  the  shore  by  means 
of  the  boat,  instantly  mounted  a  horse 
provided  for  him  by  his  friends,  whieh, 
however,  quickly  threw  him  and  dis- 
located his  shoulder.  In  spite  of  the 
accident  and  thepain  it  caused,  he  rode 
on  to  a  place  of  safety,  the  Chiteatt 
de  Beaupreau,  whence  he  effected 
his  escape  through  Spain  to  Rome; 
Madame  de  Sevigne  describes  her 
visit  to  the  castle  in  1648,  shortly 
after,  and  the  Duchess  de  Bern 
was  shut  up  in  it  previous  to  her 
removal  to  Blaye.  That  adven*- 
turous  princess,  afrer  having  long 
encouraged  disaffection  and  ferment- 
ation in  Brittany  and  la  Vend^,  was 
finally  detected  in  concealment,  Nov. 
1832,  in  the  howte  No.  3.  Hue  HauU 
du  CSiAteoMy  facing  the  castle^  whidi 
belonged  to  2  ladies,  zealous  partizans 
of  the  Bourbon  cause.  Her  presence 
in  this  house  had  been  betrayed  to  the 
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goTernment  by  a  Jew/ previously  a 
confidant    of   the    duchess  and  her 
friends,  and  a  party  of  soldiers  and 
police  were   despatched   thither   in- 
stantly.    They  searched,  however,  in 
yain,  the  whole  building  from  top  to 
bottom,   but  found   her  not.     Con- 
fiding, however,  in  their  information, 
a  party  of  soldiers  was  left  behind,  to 
keep  watch.     Some  of  them,  posted 
in  a  garret,  remained  a  whole  day 
beside  a  fire  which  they  had  lighted, 
when  on  a  sudden  they  were  startled 
by  voices  and  the   sound  of  kicks, 
proceeding  from  the  back  of  the  chim- 
ney,  and  out   scrambled  3  persons, 
greatly  to  the  surprise  of  the  soldiers. 
These  were  the  duchess  and  two  com- 
panions, who  had  passed  12  hours  in 
a  secret  hole  or  hiding  place  under 
the  sloping  roof,  entered  by  a  door  20 
inches  wide,  and  too  low  for  a  man 
to  stand  upright  in.     Not  only  this 
oppressive  confinement,  but  even  the 
heat  of  the  fire  were  endured  patiently, 
and  without  the  slightest  noise,  until 
they  were  nearly  suffocated,  and  the 
duchess*s  dress,  entirely  scorched  by 
the  iron  door  being  heated  red  hot, 
was  on  the  point  of  catching  fire. 

Nantes  possesses  a  Museum  of  Paint- 
ings, rather  above  the  average  of  pro« 
vincial  collections,  though  a  large 
portion  are  copies ;  situated  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  Cloth  Hall,  Rue  de 
TArche-Seche.  The  greater  part  were 
collected  by  one  M.  Cacault,  of  this 
town.  Among  the  curiosities  may  be 
specified  a  head  of  a  Crusader  painted 
by  Canova ;  —  an  old  church  painting 
of  a  Holy  Family,  on  two  shutters ; 
a  head  of  Christ  brought  from  the 
cathedral;  portrait  of  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth (?  artist  unknown) ;  portraits 
of  the  children  of  Henri  II.,  by 
Janet ;  a  Bull,  by  Brasscapat,  a  mo- 
dern artist,  good.  Here  is  a  copy  of 
JS^apoleon's  bust  by  Canova. 

Travellers  who  have  leisure  to  de- 
vote any  time  to  a  Library,  will  find 
that  of  Nantes,  above  the  Halle  aux 
Grains,  Quai  Brancas,  an  especially 
rich  collection  of  30,000  volumes.    A 


MS.  copy  of  the  Cit^  de  Dieu  of  St. 
Augustin,  of  the  year  1375,  is  re- 
markable for  its  beautiful  miniatures. 
The  Archives,  deposited  in  the 
Prefecture,  contain  a  mass  of  curious 
documents  relating  to  the  history  of 
Brittany  ;  many  ancient  charters 
of  Abbies,  &c.,  and  the  trial  of  that 
most  infamous  of  criminals,  Gilles  de 
Retz,  Mar^chal  dc  France,  who  was 
burnt  on  the  Chauss^e  de  la  Made- 
leine (R.  58.).  It  is  in  Latin,  and 
will  not  bear  translation. 

In  the  Musie  cTHistoire  NatureUe, 
Rue  du  Port  Communeau,  may 
be  seen  a  collection  illustrating  the 
geology  of  the  department,  formed 
by  the  late  M.  Dubuisson;  besides 
several  fragments  of  antiquity  found 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  a  mummy, 
presented  by  the  Egyptian  traveller, 
Caillaud,  who  is  a  native  of  Nantes. 

The  Quais,  lined  on  the  one  side 
by   handsome    houses,    and    on  the 
other  fringed  with  shipping,  present 
a  lively  scene,  and  fi[)rm  an  agreeable 
walk  about  2  m.  long  (at  least  in  this 
lower  part  where  they  are  gravelled). 
An  Englishman,  in  traversing  them» 
may  remember  with  some  interest  that 
it  was  at  this  port  that  the  young 
Pretender  embarked  on  the  expedition 
of  1745,  in  a  fast  sailing  brig,  the 
Doutelle,  provided  by  one  Walsh,  a 
French  subject  settled  at  Nantes,  who 
accompanied  him.    He  was  disguised 
as  a  student  of  the  Scotch  college  at 
Paris,  and  for  better  concealment  had 
allowed  his  beard  to  grow.     On  the 
quais  are  situated  the  Halle  aux  Grains 
and  the  Bourse,  which  is  not  remark* 
able  for  excellence  of  architecture. 
The  Quai  de  la  Fosse  is  lined  by  a 
fine  row  of  trees,  reminding  one  a 
little  of  the  Boompjes  of  Rotterdam. 
Near  its  lower  end,  where  the  ship 
builders*  yards  commence,  in  which 
the  steamers  for  the  Loire  are  con- 
structed, is  a  building,  insignificant  in 
itself,  but  remarkable  for  its  associa* 
tions,  and  they  are  melancholy,  called 
Salorges,  built  as  an  entrep6t  for  colo- 
nial merchandise  and  still  serving  as 
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a  warehouse.  Who  has  not  heard  of 
the  Notfodes  and  Republican  mar* 
riages  ;  the  invention  of  Carrier,  the 
most  detestable,  perhaps,  of  the  mon- 
sters of  the  Revolution,  when  sated 
with  single  murders  by  the  guillotine, 
and  thirsting  for  more  blood,  and  the 
excitement  of  executions  on  a  large 
scale  ?  It  was  in  front  of  the  Salorges 
that  they  took  place,  and  the  building 
served  as  a  temporary  place  of  con- 
finement for  the  miserable  victims, 
who  were  dragged  hence  and  put  on 
board  barges  (gabarres)  furnished 
with  a  sliding  valve  (sou-pape)  or 
trap  door  in  their  bottom.  These 
boats,  when  towed  into  the  middle 
of  the  river,  and  deserted  by  the 
crews,  were  sunk  with  their  load  of 
20  or  30  human  beings,  by  pulling 
from  the '  shore  a  cord  attached  to 
the  valve.  To  prevent  the  possibility 
of  escape  for  the  strong  swimmer,  or 
poor  wretch  who  might  be  cast  ashore 
alive  by  the  current,  armed  men  of 
the  bloody  band  called  Compagnie  de 
Marat,  composed  of  the  most  aban- 
doned wretches  whom  the  lowest  dens 
in  Mantes  could  pour  forth,  were  sta- 
tioned on  the  banks  to  fire  on  those 
who  rose  to  the  surface,  whUe  others, 
armed  with  swords,  cut  off  the  hands 
and  fingers  of  such  as  struggled  to  reach 
the  boats.  As  many  as  600  human 
beings  perished  on  one  day ;  the  total 
number  of  persons  thus  destroyed  has 
never  been  correctly  ascert^ned,  but 
25  of  these  Noyades  or  executions  by 
water  are  known  to  have  taken  place, 
and  the  number  who  perished  has  been 
variously  estimated  at  6000  or  9000  ! 
At  first,  the  wholesale  butchery  was 
perpetrated  at  night,  but  emboldened 
by  impunity,  and  supported  by  a  por- 
tion of  the  citizens,  almost  exclusively 
of  the  class  of  little  tradesmen,  the 
tyrants  did  not  hesitate  to  immolate 
their  victims  in  broad  day.  The  most 
atrocious,  feature  in  these  massacres 
is  the  number  of  women  and  of 
young  children,  who  were  thus  con- 
signed to  eternity,  without  the  pos- 
sibility of  having  committed  any  of- 


fence}  by  the  exulting  savages  who 
then  ruled  the  people's  destinies. 
When  a  remonstrance  was  made 
against  the  murder  of  the  children, 
"  Ce  sont  des  Louvetaux,  il  faut  les 
d^truire, — Ce  sont  des  viperes,  il  faut 
les  ^touflfer,"  were  Carrier's  answers. 
The  experiment  of  the  Noyades  was 
first  tried  on  24  priests  condemned  to 
transportation  (deportation).  "  Le 
decret  de  deportation  fut  exicute  ver- 
ticalement,"  was  Carrier's  boast.  The 
marriages  Republicains,  as  another 
refinement  of  cruelty  was  called-in 
mockery,'  consisted  in  binding  toge- 
ther a  man  and  woman,  back  to  back, 
stripped  naked,  keeping  them  exposed 
for  an  hour,  and  then  hurling  them 
into^the'current  of  "  la  Baignoire  Na- 
tionale,"  as  the  bloodhounds  termed 
the  Loire.  That  river,  as  it  were,  in- 
dignant at  crimes  scarcely  paralleled  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  threw  back 
upon  its  banks,  at  each  returning  tid^ 
the  corpses  with  which  it  was  choaked, 
until  the  air  became  pestilential,  and 
Its  very  water  and  fish  poisonous. 
When  Carrier  was  at  length  called  to 
account  for  his  crimes,  which,  how- 
ever, had  been  connived  at,  if  not  ap- 
proved by  the  Convention  a  short 
while  before,  and  asked  for  proofs  of 
the  accusations  against  him,  he  was 
answered,  **  Vous  me  demandez  des 
preuves?  faites  done  refluer  la  Loire.'* 
But  these  are  only  a  part  of  the  Re- 
volutionary atrocities  committed  at 
Nantes :  to  the  victims  of  the  Noy- 
ades must  be  added  those  who  perished 
by  the  guillotine,  by  disease,  famine, 
and  terror  in  the  prisons,  and,  above 
all,  by  the  fusillades,  Which  took  place 
day  ^er  day  on  the  Plaine  de  Sainte 
Mauve,  where,  at  one  time,  500  chil- 
dren, the  eldest  not  more  than  14, 
were  mowed  down  by  musketry,  and 
where  deep  ditches,  dug  for  the  pur« 
pose,  were  filled  with  corpses  heaped 
confusedly  one  over  the  other.  The 
population  of  Nantes,  which  amounted 
in  1790  to  81,000,  was  reduced  to 
,  75,000  in  1800,  and  the  number  who 
were  slaughtered  in  1793  belonging 
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to  the  town  and  surrounding  country 
is  estimated  at  30,000.  It  is  painful 
to  describe  these  horrors,  but  they 
form  an  integral  part  of  the  history 
of  Nantes,  and  that  which  is  here  de- 
tailed is  only  a  sample ;  they  might 
be  greatly  expanded. 

The  Vendean  war  has  also  left 
some  sad  souvenirs  at  Nantes.  In 
the  attack  of  the  town  by  the  Vendean 
forces  on  the  29th  June  1793,  their 
leader,  the  gentle  Cathelineau  (the 
oarter),  was  mortally  wounded  in  pe- 
netratinff  into  the  Phtce  Ftann«,  now 
the  caX&  market,  and  his  fall  was  the 
cause  of  their  retreat.  Not  fiir  from 
ibis  spot  another  of  their  generals, 
Charette,  was  shot,  at  the  corner  of  the 
Rue  de  la  Mis^ricorde,  April  1796. 

Fouche,  the  notorious  police  mi- 
nister, Due  d*Otrante,  and  Marshal 
of  France,  was  bom  at  Nantes. 

The  new  Quarter  of  the  town,  the 
W.  end  of  Nantes,  was  commenced 
1784  by  M.  Graslin,  ancien  fermier- 
gen^nd,  after  whom  the  Place  con- 
taining the  theatre  is  called.  He 
seems  to  have  exhausted  the  Biogra- 
phic Universelle  for  names  to  <^e  ad- 
joining streets;  among  them  appear 
the  Rue  Jean  Jacques,  Rue  Racine, 
Rue  Franklin,  Rue  Cr^billon,  &c. 
The  houses  are  built  of  white  stone 
firom  the  neighbourhood  of  Saumur. 

The  commerce  of  Nantes,  though 
no  longer  what  it  was,  is  still  of  great 
value ;  in  1836  it  was  carried  on  by 
458  vessels,  but  more  than  \  of  them 
i^ere  of  less  than  100  tons.  Owing 
to  the  want  of  water  in  the  Loire 
abreast  of  the  town,  vessels  of  more 
than  200  tons  burthen  are  obliged  to 
unload  at  Faimbceuf  (p.  167.),  24  m. 
lower  down,  near  its  mouth. 

The  importations  consist  of  sugar, 
cofl»e»  cotton,  and  other  c<^onial 
pvoduee. 

1  Nantes  is  gradually  changing  from 
a  commercial  to  a  manufacturing 
town.  The  most  considerable  manu- 
fiMsture  is  that  of  cotton  yam;  in 
1887  there  were  16  mills  in  the  vi- 
cibuty  of  the  town* 


L. 


A  Canal  is  in  progress  to  connect 
Nantes  with  Brest  by  the  Erdre ;  it 
will  be  about  230  m.  long  when 
finished.  There  is  a  singular  manu- 
factivehere  of  preserved  dinners  ready 
cooked,  (Conserves  Alimentaires) 
prepared  by  the  firm  Colin  et  Comply 
Rue  de  Salorges,  No.  9,  which  sends 
forth,  hermetically  sealed,  all  kinds 
of  provisions,  so  as  to  be  capable  of 
perfect  preservation  in  all  climates, 
and  for  any  length  of  time.  150,000 
boxes  of  young  peas  and  800,000 
boxes  of  sardines  (pilchards)  are  em- 
balmed in  one  season,  and  8  oxen  can 
be  cooked  at  once  in  a  single  boiler. 
Roasting  is  carried  on.  by  heated  air, 
and  boiling  by  steam,  in  a  kitchen 
roofed  with  glass,  after  the  manner 
of  the  passage  d'Orleans  in  the  Palais 
Royal.  The  proprietor  of  the  esta- 
blishment employs  in  the  autumn 
800  persons  in  curing  and  packing 
sardines  alone,  and  monopolizes  all 
the  green  peas  which  come  to  market 
in  early  spring  to  supply  his  wants. 

The  suburb  of  Nantes  on  the  S. 
side  of  the  Loire  is  spread  over  a  se- 
ries of  islands,  formed  by  the  branches 
of  that  river  and  the  Sevre^  connected 
together  by  no  less  than  6  bridges  in 
one  line,  over  all  of  which  the  roads 
to  Bordeaux  and  Clisson  pass. 

The  Protestcmt  Ckwrch  is  in  the  Rue 
des  Carmelites,  in  the  chapel  of  the 
former  convent. 

The  Fo8te  aux  Lettres  is  in  the  Rue 
Santeuil. 

Prosper  Sebire,  bookseller.  Place 
du  Pilori,  No.  5,  has  a  number  of 
views,  plans,  guides,  &c.,  relating  to 
Nantes,  as  well  as  maps. 

Fiacres  are  found  for  hire  in  the 
principal  squares. 

Omnibusea  (said  to  be  a  Nantais 
invention,  transferred  from  this  to 
Paris)  run  along  the  Ligne  des  Fonts 
from  the  Place  du  Commerce  to  the 
Pont  de  Permil,  and  along  the  quayi 
from  the  Bourse  to  the  cSiantiers  de 
Construction. 

MaUepoHe  daily  to  Paris  in  30  hours. 
(R.  46.) 
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Diligences  daily  to  Paris  by  Le 
Mans  in  44  hours — ^3;  by  Angers 
and  Tours,  54  hours  (R.  58.);  to 
Brest,  2—  Rennes,  3 — Bordeaux,  4 — 
Poitiers,  to  Bourbon  Vendee,  2. 

Steamers.  —  Inexplosibles  daily 
ascend  the  Loire,  reaching  Angers 
on  the  1st  evening.  Tours  on  the 
2nd,  Orleans  the  3d,  starting  from  the 
Quai  du  Port  Maillard.  —  The 
steamers  of  another  company  called 
Kiverains,  daily  to  Angers;  down 
the  Loire  to  Paimboeuf  daily ;  and  to 
St.  Nazaire  when  the  high  tides  per- 
mit ;  to  Bordeaux,  3  times  a  month  ; 
to  L*  Orient  and  Qjuimper  once  a  week. 

Steamer  on  the  Erdre  to  Nort 
starts  from  the  Quai  C^neray,  be- 
hind the  Prefecture.  (R.  41.) 

Environs  of  Nantes. 

The  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town 
displays  great  marks  of  opulence  and 
prosperity,  in  its  numerous  and  neat 
white  villas,  many  of  them  quite  in 
the  English  style,  and  in  the  great 
number  of  factory  cbinmeys,  many  of 
them  new. 

The  excursion  most  commonly  re- 
commended to  a  stranger  is  that 
to  caisson^  the  Richmond  of  Nantes, 
18  m.  S.  of  the  town,  on  the  borders 
of  La  Vendue,  described  in  Route  60. 
It  is  a  pretty  spot,  though  its  beauties 
have  been  considerably  exaggerated 
by  local  enthusiasts.  You  may  go 
thither  by  the  omnibus  in  the  morn- 
ing, visit  the  castle  and  all  its  ouri- 
osities,  and  return  by  the  same  con- 
veyance at  7  p.  K.  But  as  this  may 
leave  the  traveller  a  prey  to  ennui  for 
several  hours  after  exhausting  the  sights 
of  Clisson,  it  is  even  possible  to  hire  a 
cabrioletj  and  see  Tiffiniges,  returning 
to  Clisson  in  time  for  the  omnibus. 

jTAe  Loire  below  NanUs 

Is  navigated  by  steam  vessels,  but 
with  caution,  on  account  of  the  nu- 
merous sand  banks. 


L.  a  little  below' Nantes  the  Sevre 
Nantaise  enters  the  Loire. 

On  the  island  of  Indret,  7  m.  below 
Nantes,  the  French  government  have 
a  recently  formed  establishment  con- 
sisting of  a  dockyard  for  building 
steamers,  with  forges  for  the  construc- 
tion of  steam-engines.  More  than 
800  workmen  are  employed  here,  and 
great  activity  prevails — 1841.  The 
steam  engines  turned  out  here  are 
very  capital,  and  France  is  thus  be- 
coming independent  of  England  in 
the  supply  of  these  powerful  auxilia- 
ries of  war  or  peace.  Indret  is  well 
situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Loire  so 
as  to  have  a  speedy  communication, 
safe  from  cruisers  in  time  of  wiu",  with 
the  great  dockyards  of  Brest,L^ Orient, 
and  Rochefort.  The  establishment 
is  not  readily  shown  to  Englishmen, 
who  after  all  will  see  here  nothing 
which  cannot  be  as  well  seen  at 
home. 

The  estuary  of  the  Loire  is  3  m. 
broad  abreast  of 

L.  FaimboeufCSOm.*bel6w  Nantes.) 
This  place  may  be  regarded  as  the 
out  port  of  Nantes,  since  large  vessels 
above  200  tons  burthen  stop  here  and 
discharge  their  cargoes  into  lighters 
(gabarres).  The  loss  of  St.  Domingo, 
and  the  long-continued  wars  under 
Napoleon,  reduced  the  population  of 
this  town  from  9000  to  4000,  which 
it  does  not  exceed  at  present. 

2  steamers  ply  daily  to  Nantes  iii 
4  hours.  Coaches  go  hence  to  the 
watering  place  of  Bornic,  12  m.  S.  of 
Paimboeuf,  situated  onth6  shbre  of  the 
bay  oi  Bourgneuf  opposite  the  island 
of  Noirmoutiers,  the  last  retreat  of 
the  Vend^an  bands.  Comfortable  ac* 
eommodation  is  to  be  had  in]  the 
Etablissement]  des  Bains.  The  town 
was  burnt  in  the  Vend^an  war ;  an 
old  castle  overlooks  its  little  fishing 
port. 
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INTRODUCTORY  SKETCH  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

Arrived  on  the  borders  of  the  Loire,  which  divides  France  nearly  in  the 
centre,  the  traveller  already  finds  himself  amidst  sunny  landscapes,  under  the 
influence  of  the  more  genial  climate  of  the  south.  The  provinces  bordering 
on  that  great  river,  Touraine,  Orleanois,  Anjou,  Poitou,  have  been  styled 
*'  the  garden  of  France  ;*'  and  the  golden  vineyards,  the  blooming  orchards, 
the  yellow  cornfields  (especially  those  of  La  Beauce,  the  granary  of  France), 
and  the  acacia  hedges,  bear  testimony  to  the  facile  bounty  of  nature.  But 
little  pains  have  been  taken  to  improve  her  gifts ;  an  ornamental  garden  or 
pleasure  ground  is  rarely  seen ;  the  earth  seems  to  bring  forth  abundantly  with 
less  than  the  average  amount  of  pains-taking ;  "  c*est  le  pays  de  rire  et  de  rien 
faire.*'  The  Loire,  which  forms  its  chief  feature,  is  decidedly  inferior  in 
beauty  to  the  Seine.  In  Touraine  its  banks  are  flat  and  monotonous,  and  it 
is  only  after  passing  Tours  that  it  become^  really  picturesque.  Near  Saumur 
it  is  a  romantic  stream ;  and  from  thence,  with  slight  interruptions,  nearly  all 
the  way  to  Nantes,  the  <<  considerable  boldness  of  its  banks,  the  richness  of  the 
culture,  the  wooded  islands,  and  the  animation  derived  from  the  swelling  canvas 
of  active  commerce,  conspire  to  render  it  eminently  beautiful;  but  for  the  rest 
of  its  immense  course  it  exhibits  a  stream  of  sand,  and  rolls  shingles  through 
the  valley  instead  of  water.'* — A,  Young.  "  Quel  torrent  revolutionaire  que 
cette  Loire  I"  was  the  expression  of  the  most  atrocious  of  the  democrats ;  and 
the  unbridled  impetuosity  of  its  course,  its  sudden  inundations  and  changes  of 
bed  justify  the  epithet,  and  are  as  detrimental  to  the  utility  as  to  the  beauty 
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of  this  main  artery  of  France.  In  winter  the  Loire  rages,  and  swells^  and  has 
too  much  water,  just  as  in  summerjt  has  too  little.  Its  broad  shoals  greatly 
dis6gure  the  landscape ;  its  shallows  and  sandlNinks  render  the  passage  of 
steamers  intricate.  Navigation  is  limited  to  very  small  vessels,  and  is  fre« 
quently  arrested  in  the  dry  months.  The  cave  dwellings  excavated  in  the  cliffs 
of  soft  chalk  (craie  tufeau)  along  the  river  banks,  and  the  long  Lev^e  or  dyke 
which  protects  the  right  bank  between  Blois  and  Angers,  a  distance  of  96  m.^ 
from  inundations,  will  be  remarked  as  peculiar  features  in  the  borders  of  the 
lioire.  The  descent  of  the  Loire  from. Orleans  to  Nantes  is  productive  of 
much  interest,  partly  derived  from itfTvenerable  cities,  gloomy  castles,  and  the 
great  events  in  French  history  which  have  passed  upon  its  banks. 

These  provinces  of  France,  especially  Touraine,  were  the  chosen  residence 
of  her  kings  down  to  Louis  XIV.,  and  they  afford  a  hundred  sites  pre- 
ferable to  the  sands  and  morasses  of  Versailles.  The  vast  and  castellated 
Chambord,  bristling  with  turrets  and  pinnacles,  studded  with  Diana's  cres- 
cent; where  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  was  entertained  by  his  good-natured 
enemy  Frauds  I. ;  the  gloomy  Biois,  haunt  of  bigotry  and  scene  of  the  deep- 
plotted  assassination  of  the  Guises ;  Amboise,  the  favourite  abode  of  the  warrior 
Charles  VII.,  and  also  witness  to  conspiracy  and  wholesale  massacre;  Che- 
nonceaux,  the  retreat  of  Diana  of  Poictiers ;  Plessis,  the  den  of  the  timorous 
bigot  Louis  IX. ;  Chinon,  where  passed  the  careless  revelry  of  the  indolent 
Charles  VII.,  and  the  opening  scene  of  the  wondrous  career  of  **  the  shep- 
herd girl  of  Domremy;*'  Fontevrault,  the  last  resting-place  of  the  lion- 
hearted  Richard ;  Loches,  with  its  dungeon  of  sighs  and  tears,  a  provincial 
Bastille,  contrasting  with  more  agreeable  recollections  of  the  beauteous  and 
gentle  Agnes  Sorel ;  Dampierre,  where  Margaret  of  Anjou's  life  and  sorrows 
ceased ;  and  Nantes,  which  saw  Henry  IV.  put  his  hand  to  the  edict  of 
toleration  ;  and,  in  later  times,  witnessed  the  heroism  and  frailty  of  a  daughter 
of  Bourbon,  his  descendant ;  —  all  these  are  national  monuments ;  integral 
portions,  as  it  were,  of  French  History.  It  is  a  region  of  interesting  asso- 
ciations and  recollections:  here  Joan  of  Arc  first  unfurled  her  victorious 
banner ;  here  the  chief  events  of  the  contests  of  religion  in  the  sixteenth  century 
occurred  ;  this  soil  is  watered  with  the  blood  of  Guise  and  Cond^,  the  fields 
of  La  Vend^  are  fattened  with  the  unburied  bones  of  the  thousands  who 
fell  in  the  cause  of  loyalty,  and  in  opposition  to  revolution  and  irreligion. 

All  the  places  above-named  or  alluded  to  well  deserve  to  be  visited  by  the 
traveller.  Orleans,  though  retaining  few  traces  or  relics  of  the  Maid  ;  Blois 
and  Amboise ;  Tours,  a  fine  city,  though  seated  on  a  flat,  amidst  dust  and 
glare ;  Saumur,  once  the  stronghold  of  Protestantism  ;  Loches,  for  its  archi- 
tectural remains  and  historical  souvenirs,  and  pleasing  situation  in  the  charm- 
ing valley  of  the  Indre;  black  Angers,  cradle  of  our  early  Plantagenet 
monarchs,  all  abound  in  specimens  of  ancient  architecture,  all  possess  more 
or  less  claims  to  attention.  Chenonceaux  Is  a  charming  specimen  of  the  old 
French  chateau,  with  turrets  and  extinguisher  towers ;  without,  all  crinkum 
crankum,  and  within,  lined  with  tapestry  and  armour ;  preserved  unimpaired, 
and  well  kept  up.  Aizy  1e  Rideau  is  nearly  as  perfect  and  beautiful,  but  with, 
less  interesting  associations. 

S.  of  Nantes,  between  the  Loire,  the  Sea,  and  the  Sdvre  Niortaise,  lies 
La  Vendde,  celebrated  in  the  history  of  the  wars  of  the  Revolution  for  its 
lidhesion  to  royalty  and  opposition  to  innovation.  The  framework  or  found- 
ation of  the  country  is  composed  of  the  elevated  plateau  of  the  Gi^tine,  whose 
crest  is  in  no  wise  distingubhable,  and  which  presents  a  series  of  hills,  fur- 
rowed by  narrow  glens  or  valleys,  through  which  run  a  few  muddy  streams. 
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<<  It  is  an  inextricable  complication  of  heaths,  brooks,  heights,  hollows,  and 
little  plains  having  no  connection  with  <Hie  another,  and  apparently  no 
general  water-shed.  It  is  covered  with  trees,  yet  has'  no  forests ;  every  field, 
every  dwelling  is  surronnded  by  quick  hedges,  abounding  with  close-set 
treesy  and  surrounded  by  ditcbes,  forming  complete  natural  redoubts.  The 
Knes  of  communication  from  place  to  place  are  hollow  ways,  cut  so  deep 
below  the  surface  of  the  ground  that  a  man's  head  in  walking  along  them  will 
not  appear  above  it,  and  their  vertical  sides  are  surmounted  by  hedges.  They 
are  narrow,  shady,  and  muddy  or  rutty  according  to  the  season,  and  intersect 
one  another  so  as  to  form  a  multitude  of  crossways,  looking  all  like  one 
another.  There  are  few  high  roads;  no  large  towns;  the  villages  axt 
aoattcred  and  thinly  inhabited ;  estates  very  much  subdivided ;  houses  con- 
cealed by  trees  and  bushes,  and  a  peasantry  of  primitive  and  rude  man^- 
Aers;  these  are  the  combination  of  circumstances  which  have  made  this 
district  a  complete  labyrinth,  perfectly  adapted  as  the  theatre  of  the  civil  war 
which  so  long  and  so  fearfully  desolated  it.  It  is  divided  into  three  parts : 
the  MarcdSf  comprising  the  sands,  salt  marshes,  and  ponds  bordering  the  sea* 
shore,  intersected  by  dykes  and  canals,  abounding  in  pastures,  destitute  of 
drinking  water ;  the  JSocage,  covered  with  thickets  and  heaths,  rough  and 
bristling,  much  cut  up  and  well  cultivated ;  and  the  Plaine,  very  rich  and 
highly  culdvated,  diiouoding  with  com  and  vines." 

The  traveller  disposed  to  visit  the  theatre  of  the  Vendean  war  may  do  so 
from  Nantes  by  way  of  Clisson  ;  but  the  character  of  the  country  and  its 
inhabitants  is  fast  changing  under  the  system  pursued  by  Napoleon  and 
Ijoais  Philippe ;  and  intersected,  as  it  has  been  by  them,  with  a  network  of 
high  roads,  it  has  lost  much  of  its  primitive  character. 

The  railwap  to  Orleanst  lately  completed,  brings  this  interesting  country  in 
a  manner  to  the  gates  of  Paris. 
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The  highroad  is  now  superseded 
by  the  railroad  —  finished  184S. 
Mallepostes  and  diligences  are  trans- 
ferred to  the  rail.  It  opens  a  most 
agreeable  channel  to  reach  the  south 
of  France  by  the  Loire.     See  R.49. 

The  high  road  to  Orleans  quits 
Paris  by  the  Barriere  d'Enfer;  it 
imsses  through  Bourg  la  Reine,  where 
C!ondoTcet,  proscribed  by  the  Con- 
vention, put  an  end  to  himself  by 
poison,  1794.  It  leaves  about  1  m.  to 
the  rt.  the  town  of  SceauXf  once 
fiuned  for  its  Chdieau,  built  by  the 
Minister  Colbert,  ajfterwards  enlarged 
by  the  Due  de  Maine,  whose  duchess 


assembled  around  her  here  a  fi* 
terary  circle  the  most  eminent  ia 
France.  It  was  destroyed  at  the  B^ 
volution,  and  its  park,  laid  out  by 
Le  Notra,  ploughed  up.  A  part  of 
it  has  been  made  a  public  garden* 
Seeaux  is  now  celebrated  for  its  large 
cattle  market,  and  has  a  considerabla 
glass  manufactory.  Florian,  the  no* 
velist,  is  buried  in  its  Cimeti^re. 

12  Berny.  Chatenay,  about  a  mile 
to  the  rt.  of  Berny,  was  the  birth- 
place  of  Voltaire,  1694. 

At  the  village  of  Aunay  is  the  re» 
sidence  of  M.  de  Chateaubriand. 

7  Longjumeau,  a  small  town  on 
the  Yvette. 

Beyond  this  the  road  skirts  the  hill 
of  Mont  Lh^ry,  whose  ancient  castle^ 
of  which  a  ruined  tower  remains^  buiH 
(1012)  by  Thibault-File-£toupe> 
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tester  of  King  Robert,  was  the  teirror 
of  the  kings  of  France  In  feudal'times, 
and  has  been  made  famous  by  Boileau 
in  the  poem  of  the  Lutrin. 

**  Ses  murs  dont  le  sommet  se  d$robe  d  la 
yuc, 
Sur  le  cime  d'on  roc  s'allongeaut  dans  la 
nue, 

■  Bt  prisentant  de  loin  lear  objet  ennuyeux, 

■  3>u  passant  qui  les  fuit  semblent  suiTre  les 

yeux." 

A  bloody  but  indectriye  battle  was 
fought  between  Mcmt  Lh6ry  and 
Longpont,  1465,  between  Xiouis  XI. 
and  the  tro<^s  of  the  so  called  **  Ligue 
du  Bien  Publique,**  commanded  by 
the  Comte  du  Charollais,  afterwards 
Gharles  the  Bold,  of  Burgundy.  The 
spot  still  goes  by  the  name  of  Cime« 
tiere  des  BourguinoDM. 

12  Arpi^oB.  The  MaroUes  station 
of  the  railway  is  about  1  m.  to  the  1. 
of  this  town,  of  2,400  inhab,  p.  1 78. 

12  Etrecy,  a  walled  town. 

Morigtiy,  on  the  1.  of  the  road,  be- 
yond the  rirer  Juine,  has  a  fine 
ehurch. 

7  Eiatnpea, 
.  This  ancient  toivn,  of  6,000  inhabi- 
tants, carries  on  a  considerable  trade 
in  flour,  the  produce  of  its  numerous 
miUs^  and  in  wool.  Noire  Dame  is  a 
Gothic  church  of  the  13th  century ; 
that  of  St,  Martin  has  a  leaning 
towelF.  This  is  a  staUom  of  the  railway, 
R*  49.  JBtampes  once  possessed  a 
toyal  castle,  which  was  given  as  an 
apanage  to  various  remarkable  per- 
sonages, among  others  to  the  mis- 
tresses of  the  three  French  kings, 
Franeis  I.  (Anne  de  Pisselieu),  Hen* 
ri  II.  (Diana of  Poitiers),  and  Henri 
lY.  ( GabrieUe  d'£str^es. ) 

Beyond  this  the  road  enters  the 
monotonous  plain  of  La  Beauee^  fiuned 
|br  growing  com. 

9  Montd^ir. 

At  M4reville,  on  the  1.  about  mid-* 
way  in  this  stage,  is  the  Chateau  of 
Comte  de  Laborde. 

10  Angerville. 
IS  Toury, 

14  Artenay.  Here  the  road  from 
Chaitres  ^s  in.  R.  54.     A  little  to 


the  W.  of  the  road,  near  Rouvray,  an 
English  detachment  of  about  2000 
men,  under  Sir  John  Fastolf,  escorting 
a  convoy  of  provisions  to  the  army  be- 
sieging Orleans,  defeated  a  force  4000 
strong,  consisting  of  French  and 
Scotch,  commanded  by  Dunois  and 
the  Count  of  Clermont,  who  en- 
deavoured to  intercept  them.  The 
French  left  500  dead  on  the  fidd, 
among  them  Sir  John  Stewart,  con- 
stable of  Scotland.  This  engagement, 
fought  February  10,  1409,  was  called 
«  The  Battle  of  Herrings,"  from  the 
salt  fish  for  Lent,  which  formed  the 
bulk  of  the  provisions  intended  for 
the  English. 

A  few  months  later,  June  18,  and 
nearly  on  the  same  ground,  a|  Patay, 
the  English  forces  under  the  same 
commander,  retreating  dispirited  from 
Orleans,  were  put  to  flight  at  the 
first  onset  by  the  French,  led  on  by 
Jeanne  d*Arc.  Fastolf  ran  away,  and 
in  consequence  was  afterwards  de» 
prived  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter » 
The  brave  Talbot,  who  never  turned 
back  on  an  enemy,  being  left  to  fight 
almost  alone,  was  made  prisoner  to- 
gether with  Lord  Scales. 

6  Chevilly.  Some  curious  fossil 
remains  of  gigantic  quadrupeds  (Dei-J 
notherium)  have  been  recently  di8<» 
covered  near  Chevilly. 

We  here  enter  the  Forest  of  Or* 
Uane  ;  Cercolles  is  a  small  hamlet  in 
the  heart  of  it,  inhabited  by  wood- 
cutters. The  suburb  Bannier,  more 
than  !(  m.  l<mg,  precedes  ^e  town 
of 

14  OmiiEAKs.  Inne :  —  H.  du  JjoU 
ret,  best;  —  Boule  d*Or;  —  H.  de 
France.  Place  du  Martroy ;  —  H.  dfr 
TEturope. 

Orleans  (the  Roman  Gemabumf 
named  afterwards  Aurelianum,fromM. 
Aurelius,  who  rebuilt  it  in  the  Srd  cen- 
tury), occupies  an  extensive  level  area, 
on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Loire ;  it  con- 
tains 45,000  inhabitants,  and  is  chef 
lieu  of  the  department  of  tiie  Loiret. 
In  a  town  so  important  for  its  situa« 
tion,  nearly  in  the  centre  of  .Fxanoe^ 
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midway  on  the  course  of  the  sunny 
but  shallow  Loire,  of  consequence  in 
a  military  point  of  view  as  command- 
ing the  passage  over  that  riyer  from 
the  N.  to  the  S.  provinces  of  the 
kingdom,  and  conspicuous  in  history 
from  a  very  early  period  —  the  tra- 
veller will  probably  expect  more  of 
interest  than  he  will  find.  Orleans  is 
not  conspicuous  for  trade  or  manu&c- 
tures,  and  is  deficient  in  tangible  his- 
torical memorials,  chiefly  owing  to 
the  cacoethes  of  pulling  down  for  the 
sake  of  what  b  called  improvement, 
which  has  prevailed  to  a  most  de- 
structive extent  during  the  last  50 
years  in  the  town  council.  The  town 
gates  and  walls  have  been  destroyed, 
several  of  the  latter  since  1830,  and 
above  aU,  nearly  every  memorial  of 
the  heroine  of  Orleans,  Joan  of  Arc, 
have  been  swept  away. 

A  tolerably  handsome  street  leads 
from  the  bridge  over  the  Loire  to  the 
irregular  Pface  du  Martroy,  which  oc- 
cupies nearly  the  centre  of  the  town, 
and  is  prolonged  from  it  under 
another  name  (^Rue  de  Banter)  to  the 
Barriere  de  Paris. 

A  wide  and  handsome  new  street 
j(Rue  Jeanne  d'Arc)  has  been  driven 
through  a  dense  mass  of  old  houses 
from  the  Rue  Royale  to  the  W.  front 
of  the  Cathedral  (St.  Croix),  the 
-chief  building  of  the  town,  which  this 
opening  now  for  the  first  time  allows 
to  be  seen  to  advantage.  Th  e  remark- 
able circumstance  connected  with  this 
church  is,  that  it  was  built,  as  it  now 
stands,  in  the  16th  century,  at  a 
period  when  Gothic  architecture  was 
not  only  on  the  decline,  but  had 
fallen  into  disuse.  Notwithstanding 
this  it  is  a  beautiful  edifice,  in  a 
pure  style,  and  reflects  credit  on  its 
architects,  and  on  Henri  IV.  who 
furnished  the  funds,  to  atone  for 
the  destruction  by  the  Calvinists  of 
the  former  church,  to  ingratiate  him- 
self (vain  hope)  with  the  Jesuits,  and 
to  liberate  himself  from  the  pope*s  ex- 
communication. He  laid  the  first 
etone   1601,   and  the  building,  un- 


finished at  his  death,  was  continued 
under  Louis  XIII.,  XIV.,  and  XV. 
Since  1816,  a  great  deal  has  been 
done  towards  repairing  and  com- 
pleting it,  and  it  has  been  computed 
that  the  cost  first  and  last  exceeds  22 
millions  of  francs.  The  design  of  the 
W.  front  was  made,  1764,  by  the  ar- 
chitect Gabriel,  and  modified  by  bis 
successor  M.  Paris.  It  consists  of  3 
somewhat  plain  pointed  portals,  sur- 
mounted by  3  rose  windows,  flanked 
by  2  towers  of  equal  height  (280  ft.) 
and  of  great  elegance:  the  circular 
top  is  capped  by  a  circlet  of  cut 
stone  ;  below  this  runs  a  light  arcade 
with  fringed  arches;  in  each  tower  are 
3  circular  windows.  Over  the  W.  por- 
tal are  some  incongruous  coats  of  arms, 
supported  by  cherubs,  including  the 
shield  of  the  old  Bourbons,nowlilyIess. 
The  S.  porch  is  a  Grecian  abomination. 
The  nave  is  flanked  by  double  aisles ; 
its  clerestory  is  particularly  lofty. 

A  portion  of  the  former  cathedral, 
blown  up  by  the  Huguenots  1.567,  who 
had  previously  turned  it  into  a  stable 
foir  their  cavalry,  in  spite  of  the  re- 
monstrances of  the  Prince  de  Cond^, 
still  remains  in  the  N.  choir  aisle : 
the  choir  ends  in  an  apse.  There  is 
nothing  else  to  notice  in  the  interior. 

The  other  churches  are  either  mo- 
dem or  so  mutilated  as  scarcely  to 
deserve  notice.  St,  Aignan  is  the 
finest;  its  much  injured  portal  and 
nave  are  in  the  florid  style.  Under 
it  is  a  Romanesque  crypt ;  its  towers 
are  surmounted  by  a  pyramid.  The 
houses  No.  2  and  4  in  the  Place  ad- 
joining this  church,  formerly  the  Con- 
vent of  St.  Aignan,  were  built  and 
inhabited  by  Louis  XI.  They  are  of 
plain  red  brick  with  high  pitched 
slate  roofe,  having  dormer  windows, 
and  resemble  closely  the  remaining 
fragment  of  the  chateau  of  Plessis  les 
Tours  (R.  53.).  St,  Pierre  le  PueUier 
(Petrus  Puellarum)  has  a  Norman 
N.  porch  and  an  ancient  apse. 

Next  to  the  cathedral,  the  stranger 
will  find  the  most  to  interest  him  in 
the  Mu9^e,  situated  Rue  des  HoteU 
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lerles,  not  far  from  the  Rue  Jeanne 
d'Arc,  in  the  ancient  Hotel  de  Ville, 
a  picturesque  old  edifice  of  the  time  of 
Charles  VIII.  and  Irouis  XII.  Be- 
sides a  considerable  number  of  bad 
pictures  it  contains  a  curious  collec- 
tion of  local  antiquities,  carvings  in 
ivor^r,  wood,  and  stone,  which  once 
ornamented  the  houses  and  churches 
of  Orleans,  chiefly  of  the  15th  and 
16th  centuries.  Amidst  old  Air- 
niture,  cabinets,  chimney-pieces,  bas- 
reliefs,  and  statues,  is  an  elaborately 
carved  chest,  bearing  the  history  of 
Solomon  and  David  in  relief;  another, 
which  came  from  St.  Aignan,  is  orna- 
mented with  a  representation  of  the 
coronation  of  Louis  XI.  A  Massacre 
of  the  Innocents  in  stone,  an  enamel- 
led triptic,  and  some  elaborate  iron- 
work, locks,  &c.  with  Gothic  patterns, 
chef'cfaeuvrea  of  the  hammer  and  anvil, 
also  deserve  notice. 

Not  far  from  the  Mus^e  in  the  Rue 
des  Albanais,  and  Rue  Neuve  No.  22., 
is  the  house  of  Diane  de  Poitiers,  so 
called  because  she  is  supposed  to  have 
been  laid  up  in  it  with  a  broken  leg, 
but  it  appears  to  have  belonged  to  the 
Bishop  of  Orleans,  and  was  built 
15.'>2.  The  inner  front  facing  the 
court  is  a  good  specimen  of  Italian 
architecture,  such  as  we  see  in  the 
works  of  Inigo  Jones. 

Owing  to  the  excessive  filth  and 
bad  pavement  of  the  older  streets  of 
Orleans,  the  stranger  will  do  well  not 
to  trust  himself  to  thread  their  laby- 
rinths, but  should  rather  keep  to  the 
great  thoroughfares  and  the  quays, 
and  only  to  dive  into  the  side 
streets  to  visit  some  particular  ob- 
ject and  return.  The  Rtui  du  Ta- 
hourg  contains  some  interesting  spe- 
dmens  of  domestic  architecture,  as 
the  house  of  Jeanne  d'Arc  (No.  35.) 
described  further  on,  and  that  of 
Agnes  Sorel,  which,  whether  rightly 
attributed  to  her  or  not,  is  well 
worthy  of  examination,  on  account  of 
its  carved  wood  and  stone  work,  its 
doors,  the  reliefs  round  the  galleries 
&cing  the  court,  their  roo&  and  the 


staircases.  No.  28  Rue  de  la  Recou* 
vrance,  called  Maison  de  Frangois  Pre* 
miert  is  supposed  to  have  been  built 
for  the  Duchesse  d*Etampes  1540,  and 
in  its  general  arrangement,  sculptures, 
(including  the  Salamander  of  Francis) 
is  a  good  specimen  of  the  retuzissance. 
At  one  extremity  of  the  Place 
du  Martroy  is  a  bronze  statue  of 
Jeanne  d*Arc  erected  1804,  aflected 
in  attitude,  incorrect  in  costume,  and 
entirely  in  bad  taste ;  around  the  pe* 
destal  are  bas-reliefs,  representing  her 
exploits  and  death.  An  ancient  statue» 
erected  on  the  bridge  soon  after  her 
death,  was  broken  to  pieces  by  the  Re* 
volutionists  of  1792,  to  melt  into  can- 
non I  We  have  reserved  to  the  last  the 
enumeration  of  the  few  remaining 
memorials,  souvenirs  and  relics  of  the 
heroic  Maid  of  Orleans.  A  careful  in* 
quiry  has  only  discovered  the  follow- 
ing : 

In  the  Salle  du  Conseil  of  the  II6tei 
de  la  Mairie  is  a  portrait  of  her, 
painted  1581,  from  an  older  picture, 
it  is  said ;  it  represents  her  in  a  the- 
atrical attitude,  and  in  a  female  cos- 
tume of  the  time  of  Francis  I.,  and 
apparently  deserves  little  confidence 
as  a  likeness.  A  view  of  the  town 
hung  up  here,  shows  its  ancient  con- 
figuration about  the  time  of  the  siege. 
King  Louis  Philippe  has  presented 
to  the  town  a  bronze  cast  of  the  statue 
by  his  gifted  daughter,  as  yet  by  far 
the  worthiest  representation  of  the  in- 
spired maid. 

In  the  private  cabinet  of  antiquities, 
belonging  to  M.  Vergniaud  Rornagnegi, 
a  highly  respectable  furrier,  who  has 
most  successfully  and  inde&tigably 
unravelled  the  archaeology  of  his 
native  town,  there  exists  a  likeness 
of  Jeanne,  which  has  far  better  claim 
to  be  considered  as  a  genuine  portrait 
than  any  other :  it  is  the  banner 
which  was  carried  at  the  annual 
procession  to  celebrate  the  raising  of 
the  siege,  presented  to  the  town  by 
Francis  I.,  and  painted  in  the  early 
part  of  the  16th  century,  probably  by 
Italian  artists  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci's 
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sehool  settled  at  Amboise.  It  is  on 
caiiTas  painted  on  both  sides.  It  re- 
presents the  Virgin  and  Child  in  the 
centre;  on  her  ri^t  hand  Charles  VII. 
supported  by  his  patron  St.  Denis, 
)uAeeling  to  receive  a  ring  from  the 
infiint;  on  her  1.  the  Pucelle,  also 
kneeling  with  hands  lifted  in  prayer, 
clad  in  full  armour  exeept  the  helmet, 
and  girt  with  her  sword.  Her  long 
black  hair  parted  across  her  forehead 
is  bound  by  a  fillet  behind  her  back. 
The  expression  is  remarkable,  the 
eyes  very  deep  set  in  the  fiice.  The 
background  is  a  curious  view  of  the 
town,  including  the  old  bridge  and 
the  tourelles  in  the  midst  of  it.  This 
banner  still  bears  the  cuts  and  slashes 
of  the  swords  of  the  fanatic  Hugue^- 
nots  who  regarded  it  as  a  relic  of 
popery.  It  was  removed  from  the 
Mairie  at  the  Revolution,  on  ac- 
count of  the  Fleurs-de-lis  which 
would  have  caused  its  destruction, 
and  was  concealed  in  the  garret  of  one 
of  the  Echevins  of  the  town,  where  it 
remained  until  a  &w  years  back. 

The  museum  of  M.  Vergniaud 
contains  among  other  curiosities  some 
fine  painted  glass  of  the  16th  century 
firom  Chenonceau,  and  the  halbert  of 
La  TremouiUe,  brought  firom  his 
castle. 

The  maid  of  Orleans  entered  the 
city  on  Friday,  April  29th,  1429,  in 
the  teeth  of  the  English  army,  which 
was  vastly  superior  to  the  French 
force.  She  had  convoyed  a  supply 
of  provisions  from  Blois  to  the 
&mished  townsmen,  who,  as  she  rode 
in  triumph  through  their  streets  on 
her  charger,  in  full  armour,  bearing 
her  sacred  banner,  looked  on  her 
aa  their  guardian  angel  sent  from 
heaven.  She  was  lodged  in  the 
hotue  of  Jacques  Bouchier,  trea- 
surer of  the  Due  d'Orl^ns,  which 
^e  had  selected,  with  that  sense  of 
inodesty  which  always  actuated  her, 
because  she  would  be  under  the  pro- 
tection of  a  matron  of  good  repute, 
his  wife.  It  stood  close  to  the  Porte 
Renard,  (long  since  removed,)  and 


only  in  part  exists  in  the  house  No.  S& 
Rue  du  Tabourg.  The  chamber  which 
she  occupied  is  removed,  and  a  sort  of 
paviUon  of  Italian  architecture  was 
erected  in  its  place  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  16th  century. 

The  scene  of  the  chief  exploits  of 
the  maid  was  the  cM  bridge^  which 
stood  considerably  higher  up  the  river 
than  the  present  one  (b.  1761),  and 
rested  in  the  centre  on  an  island.  It 
was  defended  at  its  extremity,  on  the 
S.  bank  of  the  Loire,  by  a  fort,  or 
Tete  du  Pont,  called  Lea  ToureUegf 
which  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
English  before  Jeanne's  arrival,  and, 
together  with  another  tower  in  the 
centre  of  the  bridge,  formed  a  strong 
post  whence  the  English  greatly  an*' 
noyed  the  besieged  by  a  battery  of 
cannon  planted  on  it.  It  was  while 
reconnoitring  the  town  from  this  bat- 
tery that  the  English  commander,  tlie 
Earl  of  Salisbury,  was  mortally  wound- 
ed by  a  shot  from  the  walls,  which 
drove  a  splinter  into  his  head. 

The  maid  in  her  enthusiasm  de- 
cided that  this  post  should  be  first 
attacked,  and  though  she  was  opposed 
in  this  by  the  most  skilful  of  the 
French  commanders,  they  were  ob> 
liged  to  yield  because  she  carried  the 
people  and  soldiery  with  her.  As  the 
bridge  had  been  broken  between  the 
Tourelles  and  the  town  when  that  fort 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  besiegera,  a 
chosen  band  of  troops  with  the  maiden 
at  their  head  was  pushed  across  the 
Loire  in  boats,  and  b^an  the  attack 
upon  the  Tete  du  Pont  on  the  1.  bank, 
which  formed  part  of  the  Bastille  des 
Tourelles.  It  was  defended  by  a 
picked  body  of  500  English  soldiery 
under  Sir  John  Gladsdale,  who  for 
many  hours  kept  their  assailants  at 
bay  by  their  unerring  flights  of  arrows, 
and  fire  of  cannon.  At  length  the 
maid,  seeing  her  countrymen  fidter, 
snatched  up  a  ladder  and  planting  it 
against  the  walls  began  to  mount  to 
the  escalade,  but  an  arrow  pierced 
her  corslet,  and  she  fell  as  one  dead 
into  the  ditch.     She  was  with  diffi* 
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culty  rescued  by  her  own  people  from 
feeing  made  prisoner,  and  borne  to 
the  rear.  Here,  however,  after  a  few 
woman's  tears  called  forth  by  the  an- 
guish of  the  wound,  she  received,  as 
she  said,  the  consolation  of  **  her 
voices,*'  and  encouraged  by  St.  Mi- 
chael, St.  Catherine,  and  St.  Mar- 
garet, &c.  hurried  back  once  more  to 
the  contest.  Grreat  was  the  dismay 
of  the  English  when  they  beheld  her, 
whom  a  few  minutes  before  they  had 
supposed  mortally  wounded,  again 
leading  the  assault,  and  waving  on 
high  her  magic  banner.  To  the  feeling 
of  supernatural  agency  fighting  against 
them  was  now  added  the  failure  of 
arrows  and  ammunition,  and  the 
hopelessness  of  aid  from  their  attny  on 
the  opposite  bank.  The  spirits  of  the 
French  proportionately  increased,  and 
they  now  began  to  assault  the  Tour- 
elles  from  the  side  of  the  town,  throw- 
ing beams  over  the  broken  arch  to 
Sender  it  accessible.  SOO  men  had 
fiiUen  on  the  side  of  the  English,  and  the 
capture  of  their  fortress  was  at  length 
decided  by  the  death  of  their  leader, 
whom  a  cannon  shot  hurled  into  the 
river  as  he  was  crossing  the  draw- 
bridge. That  same  evening  the  cou« 
rageous  Jeanne,  whom  but  the  day 
before  the  English  had  tauntingly  de* 
aired  to  ^  go  home  and  mind  her  cows,** 
entered  Orleuis  in  triumph,  by  the 
bridge  which  had  remained  many 
months  closed ;  as  she  had  herself  fore- 
tcdd  before  she  began  the  attack. 
Next  day  the  English  broke  up  the 
siege,  burning  the  remaining  bastilles 
which  they  had  erected  U'ound  the 
town  to  hem  it  in,  and  retreating  from 
before  the  walls.  Thus  in  seven  days 
from  her  arrival  in  the  town,  had  the 
ibaid  accomplished  its  deliverance. 

Opposite  to  the  spot  where  the  old 
bridge  terminated,  on  the  1.  bank  of 
file  river,  stands  a  small  cross  called 
Croix  de  la  PueeUe,  and  the  cellars,  un- 
derneath the  neighbouring  cabaret 
called  Le  Boeuf,  are  part  of  the  cele- 
brated Tete  du  Font  included  in  the 
English  bastille  called  tes  ToureUes, 


They  are  now  below  the  surface  of  the 
ground,  but  receive  partial  light  from 
the  old  loop  holes,  which  seem  de^ 
signed  for  the  firing  of  cannon,  and 
are  furnished  with  rings  above,  from 
which  it  is  probable  that  the  guna 
were  suspended  by  chains,  as  carriages 
were  not  then  in  use.  The  fort  has 
two  branches,  and  there  is  a  vaulted 
passage  from  it,  which  the  people  say 
led  to  the  river.  In  itsj'present  statd 
the  fort  is  nothing  more  than  a  damp, 
dirty,  low  cellar,  possessing  this  in- 
terest alone,  that  it  is  perhaps  the 
sole  remaining  relic  of  the  siege. 

The  life  of  the  Maid  of  Orieans 
has  been  admirably  told  in  the  Quar- 
terly Review,  No.  138.  by  one  who 
has  used  the  discrimination  of  the 
practised  historian  in  sifting  the  trud 
from  the  fidse,  and  has  unravelled,  for 
the  first  time,  the  mystery  of  her  story^ 
withoiit  depriving  it  of  any  of  the 
charms  of  a  romance. 

During  the  wars  of  religion  j  at  an<^ 
other  siege  of  Orleans,  1 563,  the  Due 
de  Guise,  the  conqueror  of  Callus  and 
defender  of  Metz,  who  commanded 
the  Catholic  army  which  invested  the 
town,  was  assassinated  before  its  walls 
by  a  flmatical  young  Huguenot,  Polt- 
rot  de  M^^.  He  was  shot  neat 
the  village  Olivet  (  R.  70. ),  and  died  ft 
few  days  after  in  the  Ch&teau  de 
Caubrai.  Orleans  was  then  justly 
regarded  as  a  stronghold  of  the  Pro* 
testant  party,  and  continued  so  until 
the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  NanteS 
banished  those  who  followed  the  Re- 
formed  faith.  Previous  to  that  event 
its  population  amounted  to  54,000. 

Francis  II.,  husband  of  Mary  Queen 
of  Scots,  ended  his  insignificant  life 
at  Orleans,  whither  he  had  repair^ 
to  assist  at  the  meeting  of  the  estates^ 
in  the  building  now  the  Mairie.  Ill 
his  last  illness  he  sent,  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  his  mother  Catherine  de  Me^ 
dicis,  a  deputation  of  pilgrims  to 
Ndtre  Dame  de  Clery,  promising  to 
purge  the  kingdom  of  heretics  if  he 
ever  recovered.  The  vow  was  accom- 
plished not  by  him,  but  by  Charles  I  X.y 
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at  the  instigation  of  the  same  wicked 
mother,  in  the^  St.  Bartholomew's 
Dight. 

Caesar  mentions  Orleans  in  the  fol- 
lowing passage :  "  Camutes  Gena- 
bum  concurrunt,  civesque  Romanos, 
qui  negotiandi  causa  ibi  consisterant, 
interficiunt.** 

Promenades  are  formed  round  the 
town  upon  the  line  of  the  former 
ramparts. 

The  Po8t  Office  is  in  the  Rue  d'll- 
liers. 

i^; ,  Conveyances.— Matt^stes  to  Tours 
and  Bordeaux,  to  Limoges,  daily. 

Railway  to  Paris,  5  or  6  trains 
daily. 

Diligences : — to  Tours,  Bordeaux, 
Nantes,  4  daily ;  to  Bourges,  to  Rouen, 
by  Chartres ;  to  Limoges  and  Toulouse. 

A  slow  coach  runs  along  the  road, 
pn  the  1.  bank  of  the  Loire,  through 
Clery  and  St.  Di6,  which  is  only  3  m. 
from  the  Chateau  de  Chambord  (p. 
183)  to  Blois. 

Steamboats  on  the  Loire,  three  times 
a  week,  to  Gien,  up  the  river  (Route 
52.). 

2  daily  to  Tours  and  Nantes 

(Route  53.). 

Environs.  The  objects  of  interest 
in  the  vicinity  of  Orleans  are  the  Cha- 
teau de  la  Source,  the  residence  of 
Bolingbroke,  2  m.  S.  £.  (Route  70); 
Notre  Dame  de  Clery,  the  buried, 
place  of  Louis  XL  p.  180. 

The   distance  to    Chateau    de   la 
Source  is  about  5  m. ;  a  cab  costs 
4  or  5  fr.    The   way   thither  leads 
across  the  bridge  over  the  Loire  to  the 
village  of  Olivet,  whither  omnibuses 
run  every  hour  from  Orleans,  where 
the  road  turns  to  the  1.     The  chateau 
is  named  from  the  little  river  Loiret, 
which  here  rises  at  once  out  of  the 
ground  in  full  flood,  from  a  natural 
basin  injured  by  art,  close  under  the 
walls  of  the  chateau,  in  the  midst  of 
the  pare,  and  after  a  course  of  only  10 
m.  fells  into  the  Loire,  giving,  how- 
ever,   its   name   to   the   department. 
With  this  exception,  the  grounds  laid 
out  in  the  formal  French  style,  have 


little  interest ;  nor  has  the  chateau 
itself  any  other  than  what  it  derives 
from  having  been  the  residence  of  Bo* 
lingbroke,  who  rented  it  from  the  pro«> 
prietor  during  the  latter  years  of  his 
life  when  exiled  from  England.  He 
was  visited  here  by  Voltaire.  He 
wrote  here  his  Reflections  on  Exile. 
There  is  a  second  and  more  copious 
source  produced  at  the  beginning  of 
the  last  century,  by  the  artificial  meand 
resorted  to,  to  confine  the  waters  of 
the  old  source,  which  in  consequence, 
broke  a  new  passage  for  themselves. 


ROUTE  49. 

RAILWAY.  PARIS    TO  ORLEANS,   AND 

TO  CORBZIL. 

121  kilom.  =75  Eng.  miles. 
Trains  go  to  Corbeil  (30  kilom* 
=s  19  Eng.  miles)  in  1  hour,  or  56 
minutes,  8  times  a  day,  on  week 
days ;  every  hour  on  Sundays  and  fete 
days. 

Trains  to  Orleans  6  or  8  times  a 
day,  in  5  hours. 

The  railway  was  completed  to  Or- 
leans in  1843* 

Terminus  in  the  Boulevard  de 
THopital,  close  to  the  Jardin  des 
Plantes.  The  line,  at  first  skirting  the 
walls  of  the  Hospital  of  the  Salpe* 
triere,  is  carried  through  a  pretty 
country,  at  the  foot  of  the  slopes 
which  border  the  1.  bank  of  the  Seine. 
It  approaches  the  river  closely  at  each 
curve  which  the  Seine  makes,  and 
commands  pleasant  views  of  it.  There 
are  many  pretty  villas  and  country- 
houses  on  the  river  banks,  and  villages 
are  numerous. 

It  skirts  the  walls  of  Ivry,  and  of 
Vitry,  famed  for  its  nursery-gardens, 
on  the  rt. 

Choisy  Stat,  is  close  to  a  viaduct  of 
8  arches,  which  also  support  the  tow- 
ing-path along  the  Seine;  4  of  the 
arches  are  left  open  to  allow  a 
passage  between  the  Seine  and  the 
town,      Choisy  is  a  very  thriving,  ma- 
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nufacturing  town,  whose  population 
has  increased  within  a  few  years  to 
more  than  3,000.  It  was  called 
Choisy  le  Roi,  because  Louis  XV. 
made  it  one  of  his  residences ;  the 
Chateau  which  he  built  for  himself 
and  Madame  de  Pompadour  is  de- 
molished, except  a  fragment,  now 
turned  into  a  china  manu£ictory. 
There  are  also  manu&ctories  of  mo- 
rocco leather  (the  largest  in  France), 
of  glass,  and  of  beetroot  sugar,  and  a 
chemical  work.  Close  to  the  station 
the  Seine  is  crossed  by  a  bridge  of 
5  arches,  built  1802.  The  chateau 
and  Tillage  of  Orly  are  seen  on  the 
height  to  the  rt.  The  railway  skirts 
the  pare  of  Vllleneu?e  le  Roi.  A 
station  is  to  be  made  here,  and  a  new 
bridge  over  the  Seine  is  in  progress 
to  give  access  to  it.  "We  approach 
the  vine,  clad  slopes,  bounding  the 
Valley  of  the  Seine. 

6  Ablon  stat.  Ablon  is  composed 
almost  entirely  of  neat  villas.  One 
of  the  3  protestant  churches  which 
the  reformers  of  Paris  were  allowed 
by  the  edict  of  Nantes  to  possess, 
stood  here. 

2  Athis  Mont  stat. 

Juvisy,  situated  at  the  foot  of  a  hill 
on  the  rt.,  is  remarkable  for  its  an- 
tiquity. Its  bridge  over  the  Orge  an- 
ciently formed  the  boundary  between 
the  kingdoms  of  Paris  and  of  Orleans. 
Isabella  of  Bavaria  was  arrested  here 
as  she  was  carrying  off  the  Dauphin. 

At  Juvisy  a  Branch  Railway  to  Cot' 
heil  separates  from  the  main  line  to 
Orleans,  turning  off  to  the  1.,  but  con- 
tinuing along  the  margin  of  the  Seine, 
and  running  near  the  high  road  to 
Lyons  (R.  105).     It  passes  through 

4  Chatillon  sur  Seine- Stat.  Cha- 
tillon  is  a  little  port  on  the  Seine*  At 
Viry  is  the  fine  garden  of  the  Duchesse 
de  Raguse. 

3  Ris  stat., — close  to  Laborde. 
Here  is  a  suspension  bridge  built 

over  the  Seine  by  the  late^  M.  Aguado, 
the  Spanish  banker. 

The  railway  cuts  through  a  part  of 
tliG  park  of  Petit  Bourg,  broken  up 


and  parcelled  out  by  its  owner,  thd 
late  M.  Aguado.  The  Chdteauy  when 
it  belonged  to  the  Due  d'Antin,  was 
often  the  residence  of  Madame  de 
Montespan,  who  was  visited  here  by 
Louis  XIV. 

4  Evry  stat. 

3  Corbeil  stat. 

Corbeil  is  a  considerable  manufiic* 
turing  town  of  3,900  inhab.,  on  the 
Seine,  here  crossed  by  a  bridge,  at  the 
influx  of  the  Essonne.  Here  are  very 
extensive  Flour  MUlst  belonging  to  go* 
vemment,  which  supply  Paris.  The 
principal  buildings  are,  the  Church  of 
St.  SpirCf  the  HaUeau  Ble,  and  the  little 
church  of  St.  Jean  en  me,  built  by  the 
Templars,  in  the  13th  century. 

Omnibuses  are  waiting  at  Cor- 
beil to  convey  passengers  on  to  Fon* 
tainebleau.  (Route  105.)  A  conti- 
nued street  connects  Corbeil  with  the 
village  of  Essonne. 

[It  is  probable  that  the  Corbeil 
railway  will  be  continued  on  to 
Dijon.] 

At  Juvisy  (19  kilom.  from  Paris)" 
the  Orleans  Line,  curving  a  little  to 
the  S.  W.,  enters  the  valley  of  a  small 
stream,  the  Orge,  the  railway  cross- 
ing previously  the  high  road  to  Aji- 
tibes.     It  traverses  the  gardens  of 

3  Savigny  (stat),  a  village  po«^ 
sessing  a  handsome  castle,  fortified 
I486  by  Etienne  de  Vesi,  cham- 
berlain to  Charles  VIII.,  now  the 
property  of  the  Princess  Dowager  of 
Eckmiihl.  A  great  hemp  market  is 
held  here.  Viaducts  of  3  and  5 
arches  lead  to  and  from 

2  (rt.)  Epinay  (stat.),  which  isSj 
m.  distant  from  Longjumeau  on  the 
post  road,  p.  1 70.  The  quarries  near 
this  furnish  paving  stones  for  the 
streets  of  Paris.  You  next  skirt  on 
the  1.  the  foret  de  St.  Genevieve ;  on 
the  rt.  beyond  the  Orge,  you  see  the 
chateau  of  Vaucluse  ;  Villiers,  and  its 
villas  of  Paris  citizens,  and  Long- 
pont,  whose  church  of  the  1 4th  cen- 
tury ^is  the  sole  relic  of  its  ancient 
abbey.     A   portion   of  the  pare  of 
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the  handflome  chateau  of  Ormay  is 
travened  before  reaching 

4  St  Michel  sur  Orge.  Mont 
JJi^ry  is  about  1  ^  m.  on  the  rt ;  aee 
p.  171. 

The  line  passes  through  the  midst 
of  the  collection  of  hamlets  called 

3  Bretigny  (stat.),  beyondj  which 
the  raUwiiiy  attains  a  summit  level, 
and  descends  into  the  valley  of  the 
Juine  shortly  before 

5  Marolles  (stat.).  The  viUage 
and  chateau  lie  a  little  Ob  the  L  ; 
Arpajon  (pee  p.  171.)  is  about  1  m. 
(kff  on  the  rt.- 

3  Chaptainville  (stat.)*  On  leav- 
ing this  station  we  pass  through  the 
park  appqprtaining  to  the  chateau  of 
MetuU  Fi^sin,  Jthe  property  of  the 
Comte  Cl^oiseul  Praslin,  a  building 
of  brick  and  stone  on  the  borders  of 
the  Juinc(  Farther  on  to  the  1.  is 
another  chateau,  Cbamarande.  -  The 
tailway  skirts  the  walls  of 

.  9  Etr^y  (stat).  It  here  ap- 
proaches  the  post  road,  which  passes 
through  ]ttrlcy,  and  the  two  run 
parallel  fqpr  some  distance, 
r  7  Etantpes  (stat ),  close  to  a  ruined 
tower  called  Guinette,  built  in  <the 
11th  century  by  King  Robert 
£^mpes  |s  described  at  p.  171. 

The  railway  crosses,  the  straams 
of  the  Lpuette  and  Chalonette  on 
viaducts,  jand  ascending  die  valley  of 
I'H^ery.  reaches  the  upland  plain 
of  La  Beauce  and  a  second  summit 
level.  It  crosses  the  post  road  on 
a  bridge  shortly  before  reaching 

19  Angerville(stat).  14  m.  from 
thb  is  Pith^viers,  £uned  for  patSt 
d^aiouetieit  for  ahnond  cakes,  and  for  its 
trade  in  saffron.  From  this  point 
the  post  and  railroad  run  side  by 
side,  within  a  short  distance  of  each 
other,  so  that  the  description  of  the 
one  will  serve  for  both. 

13  Toury. 

1 4  Artenay  (stat ),  p,"  1  Tl . 
.    5  Chevilly(8tat). 

14  Orleans.     Terminus  a  little  to 
the  £.  of  the  Porte  Bannier. 
See  Route  48.  p.  171. 


ROUTE  50. 

ROUEK  TO   ORLEANS^  BY   CHARTRES. 

201  kilom.  wm  I24|  Kng.  m. 
DUigenceM  daily. 

11  Port  St  Ouen,!  .„     ^   ^  . 
17  Louviers,         ')  (Route  9.) 

23  J^ereio',  (Route  25.) 

13  Thomer.  Our  route  traverse 
the  fertile  but  monotonous  dlAriet  of 
JJiMeou^  (Belsia),  one  of  the  grana- 
ries  of  France,  on  a  table  land  ezp> 
tencUqg  nearly  from  the  Seine  to  the 
Loire;  of  which  Chartx^iscomndered 
the  oapitaL 

15  Nonancourt. 

H  I>reiiZi    (Route  35.) 

16  P^aga 

16  Chartzes  (Route  46.)  It  takes 
about  10  hours  to  tvaveV  hence  to  Or- 
leans, At  the  village  of  Bercheres  are 
stone  quarries  from  which  Chartres 
cathedral. was. bttilt.  The  road  tra- 
verses thd  fertile  corn-lands  of  Ita 
Beauce. 

26  Allonneb 

19  Allainea 

15  Artenay,  on  the  Paris  road, 
(Route  48.) ;  and  in  the  department 
of  the  Loifet. 

6  CheviUy*     . 

14  Orleans.    (Route~48.) 


ROUTE  ^2. 

VBM,  LOIRE,' A.  :    OIEK  TO  ORLEANS. 

\  62  kilom.  ec  88^  Eng.  m. 

Steatinersj  3  times  a  week*  " 

The  scenery  of  this  part  of  theoourse 
of  the  Loire  is  not  particularly  in- 
teresting. 

When  the  height  of  water  in  the 
Loire  permits,  the  steamers  ascend  as 
high  as  Nevers.  From  ^Nevers  to 
Gien  the  course  of  the  Loire  is 
tRScrniecl' 111  ROtite  iQ5.  **  ' ' 

Gien  is  a  town  of  5,530  inhabitants, 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Loire>  here 
crossed  by  a  bridge,  on  the  road  from 
Orleans  to  Lyons.     Its  old  church, 
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St  EHenne,  has  been  injured  by  re- 
pidrs.  Near  it  is  a  portion  of  the  an- 
cient Qude,  now  turned  into  the  Pre- 
fecture. It  was  at  Gien  that  the 
Maid  of  Orleans  crossed  the  Loire  on 
her  way  from  her  native  vilUge,  to 
announce  her  divine  mission  to 
^'  Charles  le  Dauphin,**  at  Chinon. 

L,,  a  mound  of  earth,  called  Motte 
du  Leon,  is  supposed  to  be  a  Celtic 
tumulus. 

About  12  m.  below  Gien  lies 

L.Sully,atawnof  2,145  inhabitants; 
possessing  a  wire  suspension  bridge, 
(since  1836),  and  an  old  CcutU,  rest- 
ing its  front  upon  the  Loire,  and  se- 
parated on  the  other  side  from  the 
town  by  a  deep'.ditch.  This  building 
is  remarkable  as  the  residence  of  the 
minister  of  Henri  IV.,  Maximilian 
de  Bethune,  first  Duke  de  Sully, 
who  purchased  it  from  its  former 
possessorri,  the  fitmily  de  la  Tr^ 
mouille;  and  in  the  alterations 
which  he  made  in  the  building  every 
where  effaced  their  arms  to  substitute 
his  own,  along  with  cannons,  gre- 
nades, bullets,  and  similar  ornaments. 
He  passed  here  the  latter  years  of  his 
life,  after  his  disgrace  under  Louis 
XIII.,  maintaining  considerable  state 
with  his  regiment  of  lancers,  and  oc- 
cupying himself  with  the  preparation 
of  his  work  **  Sur  les  Economies  Roy- 
ales,"  which  he  printed  at  a  press  es- 
tablished in  one  of  the  towers.  It 
remained  in  the  possession  of  his  de- 
scendants down  to  1 807,  when  the  last 
Due  de  Sully  died.  One  of  them 
fitted  up  a  little  theatre  in  the  chcU 
teau,  anid  was  visited  by  the  literary 
men  of  his  times,  among  them  by 
Voltaire,  who  here  commenced  his 
Smriade,  The  building  is  now 
going  to  decay,  and  is  no  longer  in- 
habited t  in  one  comer  a  few  bits  of 
tapestry,  old  portraits,  &c.  have  been 
brought  together;  also  a  statue  of 
Sully. 

Rt,  the  Church  of  St.  Binoit,  one 
of  the  oldest  and  finest  in  the  depart- 
ment, was  originally  attached  to  a 
monastery,  destroyed  1 792.    Its  tower 


was  lowered  in  consequence  of  a  re- 
volt  of  the  monks  against  the  royal 
authority  under  Francis  I.  It  has  a 
curious  N.  portal,  some  carved  stalls^ 
and  one  or  two  curiosities  in  the  sa- 
cristy. 

Rt.  ChAteauneuf.  Here  are  re- 
mains of  a  fine  chAteau. 

The  river  is  crossed  by  another  sua- 
penrion-bridge  at 

L.  Jargeau,  a  town  of  2,858  in- 
habitants, 12  m.  firom  Orleans.  It 
still  retains  a  portion  of  its  old  walls^ 
within  which  a  few  hundred  English 
soldiers,  with  their  commander-in- 
chief,  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  shut 
themselves  up,  after  the  raising  of 
the  siege  of  Orleans,  to  resist  the 
attacks  of  the  French  led  on  by  Diju 
nois  and  the  Maid.  She  was  struck 
down  into  the  ditch  by  a  stone^  while 
mounting  a  ladder  to  scale  a  breach 
made  in  the  walls  by  the  besieger^ 
cannon;  but,  recovering  herself  in- 
stantly rose,  and  encouraged  her  fol* 
lowers  by  her  voice  and  waving  ban* 
ner.  The  town  was  taken,  and  almost 
all  the  garrison  put  to  the  sword,  in 
spite  of  the  endeavours  of  the  Maid  to 
prevent  the  shedding  of  blood.  Suffolk 
was  made  prisoner. 

The  Church  of  St  Eiienne  and  Si, 
Vrain,  though  ii^ured  by  the  Hugue* 
nots,  1562,  is  still  a  fine  building. 

Rt.,  a  little  below  Checy,  at  Com- 
bleux,  ia  the  opening  of  the  canal 
d'Orleans,  which  unites  the  Lcnre  with 
the  Seine. 

Rt*  O&LEAKS,  p.  171. 


ROUTE  53. 

THE  LOiaX,  B.  ORLEAKS  TO  TOURS,  BT 
BLOIS  AND  AMBOISE.  —  EXCUR* 
SIONS  TO  CBAXBORD  AKD  CHEKOl^ 
CEAU. 

By  the  post  road,  which  runs  along 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  Loire,  the  distance 
is  114  kilom.  a73English  m.  4  or  5 
dUigence$  run  daily.  A  railroad  is  in 
progress  to  Blois  and  Tours. 

I  6 
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SteamboaU^^sxi  every  morning  from 
the  Q,uai  de  Recouvrance  at  Orleans, 
about  7  or  8  o'clock.  The  voyage 
£rom  Orleans  to  Tours  takes  up  about 
■9^  hours ;  the  ascent  requires  double 
the  time. 

The  steamers  called  Inexplosibles 
belong  to  a  company  established  by 
M.  Henri  de  Larochejacquelin,  bro- 
ther of  the  chief  of  that  eminent  family. 
They  are  of  iron,  very  slight  and 
small,  in  order  to  draw  as  little  water 
as  possible ;  they  are  furnished  with 
a  cabin  where  refreshments  may  be 
had,  but  have  a  very  limited  deck. 
Carriages  are  not  taken  on  hoard. 

The  course  of  the  Loire  from  Or- 
leans to  Tours  lies  for  the  most  part 
through  a  wide  valley,  slightly  varied 
by  hills  of  very  moderate  height ;  its 
scenery,  therefore,  consisting  chiefly  of 
slopes  covered  over  with  vineyards,  of 
low  banks,  and  islands,  fringed  with 
willows  and  poplars,  is  somewhat  mo- 
notonous, though  of  a  simny  character, 
and  relieved  now  and  then  by  a  frown- 
ing old  town  such  as  Bloisor  Amboise, 
or  by  a  formal  chateau.  Lower  down 
a  yellow  streak  of  cliffs  hollowed  out 
into  caves  and  subterranean  dwellings 
frequently  occurs.  The  river  itself 
winds  very  much ;  its  shallow  waters 
occupy  a  bed  too  large  for  them  to  fill 
in  summer,  and  obstructed  by  shifting 
sandbanks  to  such  an  extent  that 
steamers  navigate  up  and  down  only 
by  zigzagging  from  side  to  side,  by 
which  one-third  is  added  to  the  length 
of  the  actual  windings  of  the  river. 

The  high  road  from  Orleans  to 
Blois  is  somewhat  tedious. 

The  first  thing  worth  noticing  after 
quitting  Orleans  is 

L.  the  outlet  into  th6  Loire  of  the 
Ijoiret,  a  stream  not  30  ft.  broad, 
which  yet  gives  the  name  to  a  depart- 
ment. On  the  peninsula  between  the 
rivers  once  stood  the  Abbey  St.  Mes- 
min,  whose  fertile  territory  was  the 
gift  of  Clovis  to  the  monks.  A  part 
of  the  church  and  traces  of  the  gardens 
remain.  The  road  to  Cl^ry  crosses 
the  Loiret  by  a  bridge  at  St.  Mesmin. 


L.  opposite  to  St.  Ay*,  whose  vine- 
yards produce  the  best  wine  in  the 
Orleanais,  the  spire  of  the  Church 
of  Ndtre  Dame  de  Clery  may  be  per- 
ceived about  3  m.  from  the  Loire  on 
its  1.  bank.  This  little  town,  9  m. 
from  Orleans,  contains  a  very  fine 
Church,  remarkable  for  the  veneration 
in  which  its  image  of  the  virgin  was 
held  by  the  bigot  and  tyrant  Louis 
XI.  who  was  buried  within  its  waUs. 
Its  name  must  be  familiar  to  every 
feader  of  Quentxn  Durward.  Louis 
passing  this  way  in  his  frequent  jour* 
neys  into  Touraine  always  performed 
his  devotions  to  our  Lady  of  Clery, 
whose  leaden  figure  he  carried  in  his 
cap.  The  existing  church  was  almost 
entirely  built  by  him,  in  the  place  of 
an  older  one  ruined  by  the  English 
under  Salisbury,  1428.  He  selected 
it  as  his  burial  place  in  preference  to 
St.  Denis,  because  he  believed  he  had 
recovered  from  a  severe  illness  by  the 
intercession  of  the  Virgin.  A  grave 
was  made  for  him  in  his  lifetime,  in 
which  he  used  to  lay  himself  at  full 
length  to  ascertain  whether  it  fitted 
him,  but  this  as  well  as  the  statue  in 
bronze  which  adorned  the  tomb  was 
destroyed  by  the  Huguenots,  1563. 
The  existing  monument  is  said  to 
resemble  the  preceding  one,  except 
that  the  statue  is  in  marble  ;  it  was 
executed  by  Michel  Bourdin,  an 
artist  of  Orleans,  for  Louis  XIII.  It 
went  to  Paris  1794,  but  returned  1818, 
and  has  a  fresh  and  modern  air  from 
the  restoration  it  has  undergone. 
Lewis  is  represented  bare-headed,  on 
his  knees  in  an  attitude  of  prayer,  upon 
a  black  altar  tomb  with  4  angels  in 
the  corners.  The  image  of  the  Vir- 
gin is  said  to  be  the  identical  one 
before  which  Lewis  spent  so  many 
hours  in  prayer ;  it  is  black.  Inde- 
pendently of  its  fine  architectural  pro- 
portions, the  church  possesses  several 
objects  of  interest,  as  the  sculpture  of 
the  Sacristy,  much  mutilated,  the 
carved  wood-work  of  its  stalls,  and 
the  Chapel  of  the  family  of  the 
*  Post  Road  13  St  Ay. 
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Counts  of  Dunois,  in  which  Tanneguy 
du  Cbatel  was  buried  1477.  A 
wretched  road  leads  from  this  to 
Meung  on  the  Loure. 

The   Loire   is  crossed  by  a  wire 
suspension-bridge  at 

Rt.  Meung,  or  Mehun,  a  town 
whose  name  occurs  in  the  annals  of 
the  English  campaigns.  It  has  a 
Romanesque  church,  and  a  red,  ruined 
Ckutle  close  beside  it,  partly  concealed 
by  trees,  and  backed  by  a  hilL 

L.  In  the  church-yard  of  Lailiy, 
Condillac  was  buried  without  a  line 
to  mark  the  spot.  An  irregular  bridge 
of  some  30  arches,  the  oldest  parts  of 
which  date  from  the  15th  or  i6th 
century,  is  thrown  oyer  the  Loire  at 

Rt.  Beaugency*,  an  antique  town 
-of  4849  inhabitants,  prettily  situated 
between  two  hills.  Conspicuous 
above  its  old  houses  rises  the  square 
Donjon  tower,  of  great  antiquity  (1 0th 
or  11th  century)  and  solid  construc- 
tion, 115  feet  high,  adjoining  tiie 
Castle  built  by  Le  Beau  Dunois. 
The  Hdtel  de  VtUe,  designed  by  the 
architect  Viart  of  Orleans  1526,  has 
an  elegant  front  ornamented  with  the 
arms  of  the  Card*  de  Longueville  and 
of  the  Comte  de  Dunois.  The  docker 
<le  St.  Firmin  is  the  only  remains  of 
the  church  of  that  saint,  and  is  now 
attached  to  the  Hotel  Dieu.  Beau- 
gency gives  its  name  to  one  of  the 
best  wines  of  the  Orleanois. 

The  high  road  runs  at  the  back  of 
the  town,  skirting  without  entering  it, 
and  for  the  next  3  stages  separates 
itself  from  the  Loire,  to  avoid  its  wind- 
ings, and  passes  the  little  town  of 

Rt.  Mer  and  Su^vresf ,  and  the  vil- 
lage of 

Rt.  Menars  le  Chateau^,  so  called 
from  the  well  built  but  ill  kept  chateau 
which  belonged  to  Madame  de  Pom- 
padour, and  under  Louis  XVIII.  to 
the  Due  de  Belluno.  It  is  now  the 
property  of  the  Prince  de  Chimay, 
who  has  established  a  college  here. 

Post  Road 
*  13  k.  Beaugency. 
t  13.  Mer. 
i  10.  Menari. 


L.  St.  Di^,  nearly  opposite  Su^vres, 
is  about  IJm.  distant  from  the  Palace 
of  Chambord.  (Seep.  183.) 

Rt.  Blois.§  Inns : — H.  deTEurope, 
tolerably  good,  nearest  the  landing- 
place  of  the  steamer ;  bed  2  fr.  ; 
Nouvelle  Angleterre,  close  to  the 
bridge;  Boeuf.  The  creme  de  St. 
Gervais,  a  preparation  resembling 
Devonshire  cream,  made  at  the  vil* 
lage  St.  Gervais,  near  Blois,  is  said  to 
be  very  good. 

This  ancient  and  picturesque  town> 
chef  lieu  of  the  departement  Loire  et 
Cher,  containing  14,000  inhabitants, 
is  built  upon  a  steep  slope,  crowned 
by  its  historic  and  gloomy  castle  at 
one  end  of  the  ridge,  and  by  the  ca- 
thedral at  the  other. 

The  quarter  which  reaches  down 
to  the  river  consists  of  modem  houses, 
forming  a  handsome  quay  lined  with 
rows  of  trees,  and  along  it,  between 
the  town  and  the  river,  the  high  road 
passes.  A  bridge  of  1 1  arches,  sur- 
mounted by  an  obelisk  in  the  centre, 
unites  Blois  with  its  suburb  Vienne 
on  the  1.  bank. 

Numerous  streets  of  stairs  running 
up  the  hill,  and  winding  narrow  lanes 
lined  with  picturesque  old  houses, 
fonn  the  bulk  of  the  town,  and  must 
be  threaded  to  reach 

T%e  CasHef  now  degraded  into  a 
barrack,  but  for  ages  the  residence 
of  kings  and  princes,  and  the  scene 
of  momentous  events,  crimes,  and 
murders.  The  E.  front,  of  red  brick, 
facing  the  square,  is  of  the  time  of 
Louis  XII.,  who  rebuilt  this  edifice, 
in  which  he  was  bom. 

The  fine  Gothic  portal,  surmounted 
by  a  niche  or  oriel,  is  not  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  fa9ade ;  it  leads  into  a  court, 
the  E.  side  of  which  is  lined  with  a 
cloister,  resting  on  pillars  carved  with 
a  net-like  pandling.  On  the  rt.  hand 
(N.  side)  is  the  pile  raised  by  Fran- 
cis I.  corresponding  in  style  (renais- 
sance) with  part  of  Chambord.  That 
on  the  W.  was  commenced  under 
Gaston  Due  d*Orl6ans  from  the  de- 
9  8  Bloii. 
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mgaa  of  Mansard,  but  never  finished ; 
that  on  the  L  (S.)  is  the  most  ancient 
and  least  like  a  palace,  the  work,  pro- 
bably,  of  Louis  XI.      An   elegant 
winding  staircase  of  stone,  from  whose 
rich  roof  the  Salamanders  of  Francis  I. 
bave  been  effaced,  leads  into  the  suite 
of  rooms,  now  occupied  with  soldiers* 
beds,  muskets,  and  accoutrements,  in 
which  the  Tragedy  of  the  Guises  was 
consummated.    IVadition,  as  it  seems, 
floating  over  this  deed  of  blood  and 
deception,  has  preserved  the  memory 
of  the  minutest  particulars  connected 
with  it ;  and,  though  the  interior  was 
stripped  of  almost  all  its  decorations 
at  the   Revolution,    and    the  walls 
white-washed  like  those  of  a  prison, 
points  out  the  chamber  and  oratoire 
Cf£  Catherine  de  Medicis,  the  contriver 
of  the  plot,  —  the  Cabinet  of  Henri  III 
where  he  distributed  with  his  own 
band  the  daggers  to  his  45  gentlemen 
in  waiting,  who  were  to  rid  him  of 
his  rival,  the  hero  of  the  barricades, — 
the  Vteux  Cabinet,  at  the  entrance  of 
which  the  victim,  sent  for   by  the 
king,  was  set  upon  by  his  assassins, 
as  he  was  turning  aside  the  tapestry 
bung  over  the  door,  and  fell  pierced 
with  more  than  40  wounds,  —  the 
outer  chamber  where]  the  body  lay 
for  2  hours  with  a  cloak  and  a  cross 
of  straw  thrown  over   it,  until   the 
royal  murderer,  issuing  from  his  den 
to  look  at  the  corse  of  the  once  mighty 
Henri  le  Balafr^,  spumed  it  in  the 
iace  with  his  foot,  saying,  "  Je  ne  le 
croyais  pas  aussi  grand,"   and  then 
ordered    it    to   be   burnt,    and    the 
ashes  thrown  into  the  river.     During 
tiie  progress  of  the  murder,  prayers 
were  being  offered  up  for  its  success 
in  the  adjoining  chapel,  distinguished 
by  the  pendents  which  still  ornament 
its  roof.     This  happened  on  the  23d 
December,  1588  : — on  the  following 
•day  the  Cardinal  de  Lorraine,  brother 
of  the  Balafr^,  was  murdered  in  cold 
blood  in  another  part  of  the  castle. 
Tlie  ground  floor  of  this  wing  of  the 
building  is  occupied  by  the  Salle  dee 
Etats  de  Bhis,  .to  attend  the  meeting 


of  which  the  Guises  had  been  enticed 
hither  from  Paris,  their  stronghold. 
It  was  while  seated  at  the  council 
board  in  this  hall,  eating  prunes  de 
BrignoUes,  that  the  duke  was  sum- 
moned by  the  royal  page  to  attend  the 
king.  This  hall  is  supposed  to  be  as  old 
as  the  ISth  century:  a  row  of  pointed 
arches  supports  its  double,  bam-like 
roof  of  wood.  The  king*s  throne  was 
placed  against  the  wall  on  one  side. 

One  other  memorial  of  that  age  of 
crime  and  superstition  remains  to  be 
noticed, — it  is  a  sort  otpaviBon  raised 
upon  an  old  tower,  detached  from  the 
rest  of  the  castle,  projecting  over  the 
Church  of  St.  Nicholas  towards  the 
river :  this  was  the  Observatory  of  Oa- 
therine  de  Medieis,  to  which  she  used  to 
retire  with  her  astrologer  to  consult  the 
stars.  It  bears  the  inscription  «  Ura- 
mce  Sacrum.**  A  stone  slab,  like  a 
tomb-stone,  served  as  a  support  for  the 
astrolabe. 

A  good  general  view  of  the  gloomy 
pile  is  gained  by  turning  to  the  L,  as 
you  issue  out  of  the  great  gate,  through 
a  vaulted  passage  into  the  Place  du 
College,  above  which  it  rears  aloft  its 
blackening,'  ill-omened  mass  frcnn  it 
basement  of  grass-grown  buttresses. 
Here  we  may  remark  the  window 
from  which  Catherine  de  Medicis  let 
herself  down,  to  escape  from  the  Cal* 
vinists  engaged  in  the  Colouration 
d'Amboise.  (See  p.  186.) 

In  the  Jesuits'  church  (Eplise  St, 
Vtncent),  now  belonging  to  a  sister^ 
hood,  fiicing  this  Place,  is  the  tomb  of 
Gaston  d*Orleans  (?),  who  passed  here, 
in  a  sort  of  exile,  the  last  eight  yean 
of  his  insignificant  life. 

The  Church  of  St.  Nicholas  is  a  fine 
Gothic  edifice,  chiefly  belonging  tothe 
12th  century,  except  the  lower  part 
of  the  side  chapel,  said  to  be  of  the 
1  Itfa,  and  the  three  first  arches  of  the 
nave,  which  probably  date  from  the 
IStb.  The  manner  in  which  the 
capitals  are  executed,  and  the  regu- 
larity of  the  arches,  deserve  notice. 
This  church  has  been  restored  lately. 

The  terraced  gardens  attached  to 
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Hae  prtfecture  (formerly  Evech^)  form 
a  most  agreeable  walk,  commanding 
a  fine  view  of  the  town  and  river, 
extending  to  the  distant  towers  of 
Chambord  and  Chaumont.  The  ca- 
thedral is  not  worth  entering :  it  is 
said  to  have  been  built  by  Mansard. 
A  vaulted  sewer,  partly  cut  in  the 
solid  rock,  by  some  attributed  to  the 
Romans  and  called  an  aqued«et,  runs 
under  a  considerable  part  of  the  town. 
It  b  known  to  the  common  people  as 
tiie  Font  de  C^sar. 

In  the  old  streets  of  Blois  may 
still  be  found  some  interesting  spe- 
cimens of  domestic  architecture  of  the 
16th  century.  The  Hotel  d*Alluye 
retains  an  elegant  portico  in  its  inner 
court,  and  some  rooms  on  the  ground 
floor*  but  little  altered*  Miss  Costello, 
mentions  a  curiously-carved  house  in 
the  Rue  Pierre  de  Blois  leading  to  the 
£vech<$;  andan  elaborately-sculptured 
staircase  of  wood  representing  St 
George  and  the  Dragon,  with  a  cen- 
tral ballustrade  corded  to  the  top, 
and  compartments  filled  with  various 
compositions,  is  figured  in  Miiller*s 
views. 

Among  the  illustrious  natives  of 
Blois  may  be  named  the  learned  di- 
vine and  chronicler  Peter  of  Bloia^ 
who  dic4  in  England  ▲.  d.  1 200 ; 
Louis  XII. ;  and  Denys  Papin,'  for 
whom  the  French  have  claimed  the 
invention  of  the  steam-engine. 

In  1814  the  empress  Marie  Louise, 
with  the  king  of  Rome,  and  the  rem- 
nant of  the  Imperial  court,  govern- 
ment, and  army,  were  despatched 
hither  by  Napoleon,  who  made  his 
wife  regent;  and  the  last  imperial 
decrees  were  dated  irom  hence. 

The  interesting  excursion  to  the 
Chateau  de  Chambord  may  be  conve- 
niently made  from  Blois,  whence  it 
is  about  12  m.  distant,  a  2  hours' 
drive.  The  road  thither  runs  up  the 
L  bank  of  the  Loire  in  sight  of  the 
Chateau  of  Menars  on  the  opposite 
bank,  on  an  embankment  or  Levee, 
nearly  as  fiur  as  St.  Di6,  a  village  with 
t  small  inn  (au  Grand  Chambord) 


1|  m.  distant  from  the  ch&teau.  A 
cross  road,  in  very  bad  condition,  leads 
thither. 

Chambord,  the  Versailles  of  Tou^ 
raine,  until  Louis  XIV.  deserted  that 
beautiful  province  to  fix  the  royal 
residence  in  a  swamp  close  to  the  mew* 
tropolis,  has  no  beauty  of  site  to  re- 
commend it,  being  placed  in  the 
midst  of  a  sandy  flat,  surrounded  by 
a  park  21  m.  in  circumference,  where 
the  roe  and  deer  cross  the  traveller's 
path.  By  many  the  chateau  itself 
will  be  pronounced  ugly  and  fimtastio: 
a  vast  group  of  turrets,  minarets,  and 
cones  or  inverted  funnels,  rise  ooit* 
spicuous  at  a  distance  fhmi  a  solid 
basement,  the  chief  features  of  whi^h 
are  6  external  round  towers  of  pro- 
digious size»  60  ft.  in  diameter,  wbieb 
seem  the  types  of  all  those  which  chi^ 
racterise  French  ch&teaux.  Its  «i^ 
chitecture  marks  the  transition  be- 
tween the  fortified  castle  and  tiie 
Italian  palace,  and  is  a  fine  specimen 
of  the  age  ,and  taste  of  Francis  J«, 
who  built  it,  after  his  return  fiK>m 
captivity  in  Spain,  on  the  site  of  a 
favourite  hunting  lodge  of  the  Counts 
of  Blois,  engaging  Primaticcio  to 
furnish  designs  for  it.  He  laid  the 
foundation  of  it  1526,  and  employed 
1800  men  constantly  on  its  CQnstruo* 
tion  until  his  death.  It  was  afteiw 
wards  continued,  though  with  less 
zeal,  by  Henri  II.  and  Charles  IX.; 
and  even  Louis  XV.  added  the  low 
screen  at  the  back  which,  though 
from  Mansard's  designs,  is  most  ugl/, 
and  of  course  inappropriate  to  the 
style  of  the  originaL  It  is  at  present 
the  property  of  the  Due  de  Bordeau:!^ 
having  been  purchased  for  him,  and 
presented  to  him  by  public  subscrip- 
tion. He  has  been  confirmed  in  his 
possession,  though  the  Bourbons  have 
forfeited  other  estates  in  France,  by  the 
decision  of  the  French  law  courts.  Its 
440  chambers  are  uninhabited,  dis- 
mantled, and  fiilling  to  ruin,  the  glass 
broken  in  the  windows,  the  slates 
falling  firom  the  roof,  the  floors  partly 
ripped  up ;  —  but  the  decay  (dating 
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of  course  from  the  Revolution)  will, 
it  is  hoped,  be  arrested,  since  a  small 
Bum  is  now  laid  out  yearly  by  its 
owner  in  repairs. 

Enclosed  within  the  building  a  cen- 
tral tower  rises  above  all  the  rest, 
called  Donjon,  or  Tour  de  la  Fleur  de 
Lis,  from  the  lily  of  France,  in  stone 
6  ft.  high,  which  surmounted  it,  and 
having  escaped  the  hammer  which 
defaced  all  its  minor  brethren  so  pro- 
fusely scattered  over  the  building,  at 
the  first  Revolution,  was  destined  to 
fall  at  the  second. 

This  tower  is  filled  with  a  very 
beautiful  double  spiral  staircase,  an 
architectural  curiosity,  so  contrived 
that  2  parties  may  pass  up  or  down  at 
the  same  time  without  meeting,  scarce- 
ly even  seeing  each  other.  It  opens 
on  each  floor  upon  4  corridors,  branch- 
ing from  it  like  the  arms  of  a  cross, 
vaulted.  The  compartments  of  their 
roof  were  once  filled  with  the  Sala- 
mander and  F.  of  Francis  I.  One  of 
these  corridors  was  converted  under 
liouis  XIV.  into  a  theatre,  for  the 
first  performance  of  Moli^re's  Bour- 
geois Gentilhomme,  in  which  Moliere 
and  his  troop  performed  before  the  king 
for  the  first  time,  1670.  The  device 
of  Henri  II.  and  Diana  of  Poictiers, 
the  H.  and  D.  entwined  with  the 
crescent,  are  distributed  over  the  parts 
which  he  built,  but  left  unfinished. 

It  is  worth  while  to  mount  to  the 
terrace  and  top  of  the  tower  to  ex- 
amine the  details  of  the  building,  its 
fiolid  masonry  inlaid  with  morsels  of 
black  slate  cut  into  the  shape  of  lo- 
ssenges,  crescents,  &o.  Its  rich  niches, 
its  classic  chimneys  converted  into 
omamoits  instead  of  being  eye-sores, 
its  balustrades,  and  flying  buttresses, 
are  all  curious  specimens  of  the  style 
of  the  Renaissance,  resembling  some- 
what the  Elizabethan  architecture  of 
Burleigh.  The  roof  is  like  the  hull 
of  a  ship,  and  must  contain  a  forest 
of  timbers.  From  the  top  of  the 
tower  you  look  down  upon  the  wide 
forest  and  wilderness  of  a  jMurk  vfith 
its  avenues.  * 


There  is  little  pleasure  in  traversing 
a  labyrinth  of  empty  rooms,  mostly 
small,  stripped  of  all  ornament,  open 
to  the  weather,  and  showing  no  traces 
of  the  frescoes  with  which  they  were 
decorated  by  Jean  Cousin ;  unless 
the  imagination  can  restore  them,  and 
repeople  their  halls  and  corridors  with 
the  brilliancy  and  beauty  of  the  courts 
of  Francis  I.  and  Henri  II.,  recalling 
the  time  when  Charles  V.  was  en- 
tertained here  on  his  passage  through 
France,  1539,  by  his  generous  rival, 
or  that  when  poor  Mademoiselle  de 
Montpensier  here  lost  her  heart  to 
the  fickle  Lauzun. 

Among  the  occupants  of  Chambord 
since  it  was  deserted  by  its  royal  owners, 
have  been  Marshal  Saxe,  —  that  ve- 
teran  of  a  hundred  fights,  to  whom  it 
was  given  by  Louis  XV.  He  brought 
with  him  6  cannon  taken  from  the 
enemy,  and  a  regiment  of  lancers 
whom  he  reviewed  daily  from  the 
terrace,  although  with  one  foot  al- 
ready in  the  grave.  He  died  here 
1750.  It  afterwards  became  the 
asylum  of  Stanislas  king  of  Poland, 
and  his  queen  Maria  Leczinski. 

It  was  plundered  and  dismantled 
by  the  mob  of  1792,  and  sold  as  na- 
tional property.    ';; 

Napoleon  bestowed  it  in  1809  upon 
Marshal  Berthier,  from  whose  widow 
it  was  purchased  by  a  body  of  Loy- 
alists and  presented  to  the  Due  de 
Bordeaux,  as  already  mentioned. 

Bidding  adieu  to  Blois,  its  frown* 
ing  castle,  whose  W.  ftont  looking 
down  the  Loire  is  imposing  and 
more  cheerful  than  the  rest,  with  the 
astrological  tower  of  Catherine  de 
Medicis  in  front  of  it,  and  the  pepper- 
box dome  of  the  cathedral  in  the 
distance,  we  resume  our  voyage  be- 
tween vine  hills  and  willow  beds. 

Rt.  Hereabouts  begins  the  colossal 
dyke  called  La  Levie,  commenced  in 
very  ancient  times  under  the  Carlo- 
vingian  monarchs,  and  augmented 
and  improved  by  diflTerent  kings  of 
France,  to  restrain  the  furious  Loire 
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within  its  bed,  and  check  its  destruc- 
tive inundations.  It  runs  along  the 
rt.  bank  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the 
Mayenne,  below  Angers,  a  distance  of 
about  100.  m.  It  is  £u;ed  with  ma- 
sonry kept  In  constant  repair,  and  the 
high  road  is  carried  along  its  top. 
Jt  is  a  considerable  work,  though 
vastly  inferior  to  the  dykes  of  Holland. 
There  are  other  very  extensive  dykes 
on  the  1.  bank  in  different  portions  of 
the  river*s  course. 

This  high  embankment  conceals 
firom  the  view  of  those  who  travel  by 
water  the  wide  and  fertile  plain  be- 
yond it ;  only  now  and  then  the  tops 
of  houses  are  seen  rising  above  it. 

Et.  Chousy.  The  first  object  to  be 
noticed  below  Blob  is, 

L.,  the  Chateau  de  Chaumont,  a 
conspicuous  building,  on  a  height, 
with  machicolated  towers,  forming 
3  sides  of  a  square.  It  was  the  resi- 
dence of  Catherine  de  Medicis,  who 
here  spent  her  time  in  plotting  and  in 
reading  the  stars  until  the  death  of 
her  husband,  Henri  II.,  when  she 
obliged  his  mistress,  Diana  of  Poi- 
tiers, to  exchange  her  bijou  chateau  of 
Cfaenonceaux  (p.  187.)  for  this,  which, 
however,  Diana  does  not  appear  to 
have  inhabited.  It  was  the  birth- 
place of  the  Cardinal  George  d'Am- 
boise,  1460,  the  wise  and  popular  mi- 
nister of  France  under  Louis  XII. 
The  arms,  still  visible,  cut  in  the  ma- 
sonry, are  a  blazing  hill ,— chaud-mont. 

Rt.  Veuves :  a  little  beyond  this 
the  Loire  enters  the  province  of  Tou- 
Taine,  and  the  department  Indre  et 
Loire. 

Rt.  The  high  road  does  not  pass 
through  Amboise,  but  through  a 
suburb  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
river. 

Ij,  Amboise.* — /nn  :  Lion  d'Or.  La 
JBoule  d'Or  was  shut  up,  1 841 .  At  the 
Cycne,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  river, 
close  to  the  Poste  aux  Chevaux,  the 
landlord  keeps  a  good  horse  and  cab, 
and  charges  to  Chenonceaux  8  fr.,  or 
thither  and  to  Loches  15  fr. 

*  J*ost  road.  — 12  Amboise. 


Amboise,  an  old  and  languid  town 
of  4600  inhabitants,  stands  on  the  1. 
bank  of  the  Loire,  here  divided  by  an 
island,  upon  which  the  2  bridges  whicb 
cross  the  river  rest. 

The  principal  and  most  conspicuous 
object  is  the  Qxstie,  long  the  residence 
of  the  kings  of  France,  and  now  the 
property  of  Louis  Philippe.  Its  build- 
ings, flanked  by  round  towers  roofed 
with  cones,  reduced  to  a  very  small 
portion  of  their  original  extent,  oc- 
cupy the  platform  of  a  lofty  rock,  es« 
carped  in  front  and  rear.  The  present 
king,  who  inherits  the  castle  as  the 
descendant  of  the  Due  de  Penthidvre^ 
has  caused  the  old  houses  to  be  swept 
away  from  the  base  of  the  rock,  so  as 
to  form  an  opening  from  the  bridge  to 
a  tunnel,  which  he  has  bored  through 
the  rock  and  under  the  castle.  It  is 
vaulted  with  masonry.  Two  enormous 
towers,  90  h.  high  and  42  in  diameter, 
spring  from  the  ground  at  the  base  of 
the  rock,  and  rise  to  the  level  of  the 
other  towers.  They  cont^dn  2  winding* 
inclined  planes  of  so  gradual  a  slope 
that  horses  and  even  carriages  can  as- 
cend them  to  the  summit  of  the  rock. 
The  one  in  front  has  been  lately  closed 
to  form  a  saloon,  but  that  behind,  on 
the  1.  as  you  emerge  from  the  tunnel, 
still  gives  access  to  the  castle,  and  is 
remarkable  for  its  elegant  florid  Gothic 
doorway  and  groined  roof.  This  and 
most  of  the  other  existing  buildings 
date  from  the  time  of  Charles  Vlll.y 
who  was  much  attached  to  Amboise* 
having  been  born  here,  1470;  he  also 
died  here,  1498. 

In  the  interior  of  the  chateau  there 
is  nothing   worth    seeing ;   the   im- 
proving hand  of  the  present  possessor 
having  pierced  holes  as  big  as  the  em- 
brasures of  a  battery  in  its  old  and 
massive  walls  to  admit  broad  day  into 
vaults  ouce  perhaps   cachets  or  ou« 
blicttes,  but  now,  by  the  aid  of  white- 
wash, ventilation  and  stoves,  converted 
into  comfortable  kitchens,  larders,  pan- 
tries, and  cellars;    while  the   upper 
rooms,  papered,  polished,   and  filled 
with  cast-off  furniture  from  the  Palais 
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Boyal,  preserve  no  traces  of  antiquity. 
Yet  in  them  perhaps  was  decided  the 
bloody  doom  of  those  1200  miserable 
and  misled  Huguenot  prisoners  oon- 
oemed  in  the  well  known  «  Omjurc^ 
turn  d^Amboim^*  which  had  for  its  ob- 
ject to  extricate  the  young  and  simple 
king  Francis  II.  from  the  clutches  and 
influence  of  the  Guises,  1 560.  The  se- 
eret  of  the  plot  was  betrayed  to  theDuc 
de  Guise  by  one  of  the  conspirators, 
«nd  its  leado'.  La  Renaudie,  seised 
and  hung  on  a  gibbet  in  the  centre  of 
the  bridge.  The  remainder  of  the  con- 
spirators were  dispersed  and  every- 
where seized ;  the  castle  walls  were  de- 
iMffBted  with  the  han^ng  bodies  of 
the  conspirators,  and  the  courts  and 
streets  of. the  town  streamed  with 
blood,  untU  the  wearied  headsman,  re- 
•igning  his  axe,  consigned  the  re- 
mainder to  other  executioners  who 
drowned  them  in  the  Loire.  Such 
was  the  extent  of  the  carnage  that  the 
eourt  was  driven  from  AmbcMse  by 
the  stench  of  the  dead  bodies.  This 
butchery  formed  the  prelude  to  tlie 
still  more  horrible  tragedy  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew. In  1470  l^e  exiled  Queen 
Margaret  of  Anjou  and  her  son, 
through  the  intervention  of  the  cun- 
ning Louis  XI.,  were  reconciled  in  this 
castle  to  her  quondam  foe,  by  whom 
her  own  husband  had  been  dethroned, 
the  Earl  of  Warwick,  the  king-maker. 
Hatred  to  Edward  IV.  be^me  the 
bond  of  union,  and  they  agreed  in 
rowing  vengeance  on  him. 

The  gardcM  are  well  kept  up,  and 
the  view  from  their  terraces  is  as  good 
as  that  from  the  ch&teau  itself,  which 
is  not  worth  entering,  as  it  contains  no 
paintings  or  architectural  decorations, 
and  is  simply  furnished  as  a  country 
gentleman's  house.  Within  the  garden, 
however,  stands  the  liiiU  Chapel^  one 
of  the  most  exquisite  morsels  of  pro- 
fusely florid  Gothic  in  France,  re- 
cently restored  by  the  king  in  a  man- 
ner most  creditable  to  French  taste. 
It  is  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  was  built 
for  Anne  of  Brittany,  and  is  dedicated 
to   St.    Hubert,    whose    miraculous 


meeting  with  the  stag  having  a  cross 
growing  between  its  horns,  is  curiously 
carved  over  the  rich  doorway.  This 
and  the  interior  are  pannelled  through- 
out, or  decorated  with  foliage  of  the 
most  delicate  sculpture.  The  leaves^ 
showing  all  their  fibres,  crisped  and 
curled  round  the  edges  like  kale,  are 
cut  behind  in  a  style  more  common 
in  ivory  than  stone.  Interspersed 
among  the  foliage  are  singular  and 
grotesque  figures  :  along  the  wall  runs 
a  sort  of  frieze  of  stone  work  ;  the  roof 
is  elaborately  groined,  and  the  pend* 
ants  hanging  from  it  carved  with  gro- 
tesques, the  whole  reminding  one  of 
the  richness  of  Henry  VIIth*s  chapely' 
without  its  arrangement.  Underneath 
is  a  crypt  in  which  the  Hohf  SeptdchrB 
was  originally  placed,  which  is  now 
removed  to  the  little  chapel  of  St, 
Plorentin  in  the  town  below.  It 
consists  of  a  group  of  figures  as  large 
as  life,  well  executed  in  baked  clay 
and  coloured,  representing  the  En-* 
tombment  of  our  Lord.  The  figures 
are  said  to  be  portraits  of  the  ftunily 
of  an  intendant  of  the  palace  named 
Babou,  the  three  Marys  being  like^ 
nesses  of  his  daughters,  who  were  in 
turn  mistresses  of  Francis  I.,  as  the 
story  goes. 

In  tiie  cliff  a  little  above  the  castle, 
and  entered  from  the  garden  behind  a 
private  house,  are  very  singular  ca- 
verns, called  Let  Greniera  de  CSsar. 
They  consist  of  a  lofty,  narrow  exca^ 
vation  running  in  a  direct  line  into 
the  rock,  evidently  once  divided  into 
three  stories,  as  llie  broken  edges  of 
the  chalk  vaulting  which  formed  the 
roofs  and  floors  still  remain ;  and  by 
their  removal  the  three  are  thrown 
into  one.  The  walls  are  covered  with 
cement  At  the  extremity  is  a  round> 
vaulted  chamber  lined  with  masonry ; 
at  one  side  runs  a  staircase  cut  in  the 
rock,  descending  towards  the  river 
and  ascending  to  a  level  with  the  roof 
of  the  high  excavation,  where  it  leads 
to  three  other  similar  vaulted  chambers 
constructed,  it  is  supposed,  to  hold 
com.  There  is  a  tradition  that  Caesar, 
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after  conquering  the  GaUic  confederar 
tion,  reached  the  lioire  at  this  spot, 
and  formed  a  camp,  traces  of  which 
still  exist  on  the  cliff  above,  together 
with  tfasee  caves  below  it,  to  serve  as 
j9tore<houses. 

It  seems  likely  that  these  caves  had 
a  much  later  origin,  though  their  des- 
tination was  probably  for  granaries  or 
pilars. 

Amboise  is  said  to  derive  its  name 
irom  its  position  between  the  two 
streams,  <*ab  ambabus  aquis",  the 
Loire  and  the  Amasse,  which  here 
fiiDs  into  the  Loire. 

A  very  pleasant  excursion  may  be 
made  from  Amboise  to  Chenoncenwtf 
10  m.  S.  The  road  lies  through  the 
forest  of  Amboise,  belonging  to  the 
Jdng,  passing  on  the  rt.  the  pagoda 
of  the  park  of  Chantdoup^  whose 
magnificent  chateau,  the  retreat  of 
the  Due  de  Choiseul,  discarded 
minister  of  Louis  XV.,  when  ba^ 
oished  from  the  court  to  his  estate  by 
way  of  punishment,  has  disappeared. 
After  the  Revolution,  it  belonged  to 
le  Comte  Chaptal,  the  distinguished 
demist,  and  minister  of  Buonaparte^ 
who  established  here  a  refincnry  of 
sugwr  from  beet  root,  which  he  first 
brought  to  perfection.  The  chateau 
was  pulled  down  and  sold  a  few  years 
ago  by  the  *'  bande  noir.'* 

At  Bl^r4  (/n»,  Boule  d*Or)  we 
reach  the  valley  of  the  Cher ;  and  a 
road  turning  to  the  1.  up  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  river,  covered  hereabouts  with 
black  vines  (gros  noir),  leads  to  the 
village  of  Chenonoeaux  (possessing  a 
tolerable  little  inn)  which  is  connected 
by  an  avenue  with  the  Ch&teau  de 
Chenonceaux, 

In  front  of  the  building  extends  a 
stately  terrace  lined  with  stone  balus- 
trades set  with  orange  trees,  ap- 
proached by  a  flight  of  steps;  and 
a4joining  is  a  pleasure  garden. 

Chi^teau  Chenonceaux  has  nearly 
as  many  80uvenir9  about  it  as  Amboise, 
but  not  of  so  disagreeable  a  kind.  It 
was  built  in  the  more  joyous  days  of 
Francis  the  First.     Its  picturesque 


round  towers,  bartizans,  and  bridged 
moat,  though  still  preserving  the  shape 
of  a  castle,  were  not  meant  for  de- 
fence; and  its  front  is  covered  over 
with  graceful  and  delicate  Italiaa 
ornaments,  such  as  are  seen  at 
Longleat,  at  Audley  End,  and  in 
works  of  Inigo  Jones.  It  stands  on 
the  river  Cher :  literally  on,  for  it  is 
built  partly  upon  a  bridge,  and  the  river 
passes  under  it.  At  a  distance  it  is 
most  picturesque,  with  its  green  court, 
its  single  advanced  round  tower, 
occupied  by  the  Concihge,  and  pretty 
formal  gardens  around.  Its  interior  is 
almost  unaltered  since  the  day  it  was 
built,  besides,  what  is  so  rare  in 
France,  being  well  and  carefiilly 
kept  up,  retaining  all  its  old  furniture 
old  cabinets,,  old  china,  enamels,  and 
glass.  Its  vaulted  hall  is  hung  with 
armour,  its  walls  are  covered  with 
stamped  cloth,  its  doors  are  screened 
by  tapestry  curtains  which  draw 
aside,  and  the  rich  ceilings  are  of  blue 
ground  studded  with  stars.  You  are 
shown  the  very  glass  out  of  whi<^ 
Francis  I.  drank;  Mary  Queen  of 
Scots*  mirror,  &c.  But  its  chief  iiv* 
terest  depends  on  the  persons  who 
have  lived  in  it.  It  was  given,  by 
Henri  II.  to  his  mistress,  Diana  dis 
Poitiers,who  enlarged  it,  by  extending 
the  bridge,  previoudy  constructed  over 
only  part  of  the  river,  quite  to  the 
other  side^  and  raising  upon  it  a  hand- 
some, but  less  quaint  and  interesting 
building,  of  two  stories.  Hither  her 
royal  lover  used  to  repair  afler  hunting 
in  the  neighbouring  forest  of  Locbes. 
Her  initial,  D,  is  plentifully  intro- 
duced combined  with  his  H,tbus,  ^ 
She  was,  however,  dispossessed  of  her 
fair  nsonsion,  on  the  death  of  Henry, 
by  the  wicked  and  unscrupulous  Cim- 
therine  de  Medicis,  whose  bed^room, 
with  the  original  furniture,  is  still 
shown.  It  was  afterwards  for  some 
time  occupied  by  Louise  de  Lorraine, 
widow  of  Henn  III. :  her  chamber 
is  still  himg  with  black.  Nor  does 
the  list  of  distinguished  inmates  cease 
here,   for   near   the   end  of  the  last 
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century  all  the  wits  of  the  time 
used  to  assemble  here,  drawn  together 
by  the  owner  of  the  mansion,  Ma- 
dame Dupin,  a  beautiful,  amiable 
and  accomplished  lady,  who  died  so  re- 
cently as  1799,  at  the  age  of  93.  In 
her  time,  Voltaire,  Bolingbroke  (the 
exiled  minister),  Rousseau,  and  many 
others,  were  her  constant  visiters ; 
and  in  the  little,  dusty,  faded  theatre, 
which  occupies  the  end  of  Diana*s 
Gallery,  Rousseau's  opera, "  Le  Devin 
du  Village,"  was  performed  for  the 
first  time.  The  collection  of  his- 
torical portraits,  including  all  the 
persons  who  have  lived  here  is  very 
curious ;  among  them  a  whole- 
length  portrait  of  Diana,  said  to  be 
by  Primaticcio,  in  the  costume  of 
her  namesake,  the  goddess,  with  a 
dog  in  a  leash,  a  bow  at  her  back, 
and  wearing  a  taffeta  petticoat,  em- 
broidered with  golden  fleurs-de-lys. 
Here  are  also  portraits  of  Henri  I V., 
of  Sully,  of  Rabelais,  and  a  cast  of  the 
sweet  face  of  Agnes  Sorel  from  her 
monument  at  Loches.  The  most  re- 
markable thing  about  Chenonceaux, 
perhaps,  is  that  it  escaped  the  ravages 
of  the  Revolution ;  owing  solely  to  the 
respect  which  the  character  of  Ma- 
dame Dupin,  its  mistress,  commanded. 
Strangers  are  obligingly  admitted  by 
the  present  proprietor,  Le  Comte  de 
Villeneuve,  to  see  the  interior. 

Loches  (  R.  56. )  is  about  18  m.  S.  of 
Chenonceaux ;  the  road  runs  partly 
through  the  Forest  of  Loches.  It  is  a 
dreary  ride. 

Rt.  The  road*  to  Tours,  below 
Amboise,  is  carried  along  the  Lev^, 
atjno  great  distance  from  the  Loire. 

'L.  Mont  Louis,  a  village  composed 
partly  of  caves  cut  in  the  rocks,  was 
the  place  of  meeting  of  an  ecclesiastical 
assembly,  convened  to  witness  the 
reconciliation  of  Henry  II.  with 
Thomas  a  Becket  only  three  months 
before  his  assassination. 

Rt.  Frilliere  :  near  this,  the  banks 
of  the  river  rise  into  considerable 
*  Post  road.  ^12  La  Frillidre. 


heights ;  and  on  the  top  of  a  projecting 
promontory  stands,  conspicuous  from 
afar,  rt.  the  feudal  beacon  tower, 
called  Lanteme  de  la  Roche  Corbon, 
not  unlike  a  great  factory  chimney  of 
modem  times.  It  anciently  commu- 
nicated by  telegraphic  signals  with 
the  Castle  of  Amboise.  It  is  about 
50  ft.  high,  and  stands  on  the  very 
verge  of  the  clifi^,  above  the  small 
village  of  Roche  Corbon,  remarkable 
because  most  of  its  habitations  are  cut 
out  of  the  limestone  (craie  tuffeau). 
They  are  sometimes  faced  with  walls, 
at  others  with  partitions  of  the  living 
rock,  and  are  prettily  festooned  with 
vines.  One  mass  of  rock,  which  must 
have  slipped  from  above,  and  now  lies 
in  a  nook,  is  turned  into  two  cottages 
of  two  stories.  These  habitations  seem 
comfortable,  and  are  mostly  provided 
with  little  gardens  in  front.  Some 
large  excavations  which  belonged  to  the 
castle  of  Roche  Corbon,  with  fragments 
of  masonry,  remain.  It  is  worth  while 
to  climb  up  to  the  top  of  the  rock,  be- 
side the  Lanteme,  to  look  down  upon 
the  Loire  from  thence,  a  pleasing  pros- 
pect. It  is  possible  to  scramble 
through  the  vineyards  along  the  top 
of  the  cliff*  nearly  to  St.  Radegond^ 
and  so  to  reach  Tours  (4^  m.),  but 
there  is  no  path. 

Rt.  A  row  of  villas  with  formal 
gardens,  interspersed  with  villages, 
line  the  bank  nearly  all  the  way  to 
Tours,  whose  cathedral  towers  form 
a  fine  object  in  the  distance. 

Rt.  The  round  tower,  rising  at  the 
water-side,  close  to  the  road,  together 
with  a  gate-house,  and  a  few  crumb- 
ling foundations  of  pillars  and  walls, 
are  the  sole  remains  of  the  once  mag- 
nificent ^&&ey  of  Marmoutier,  (Majus 
Monasterium),  one  of  the  richest  in 
France,  founded  by  St.  Martin,  in 
which  the  sainte  ampoule,  or  vessel  of 
holy  oil,  given  by  an  angel  to  St. 
Martin  to  rub  a  bruise  which  he  had 
received,  was  preserved,  an  object  of 
veneration  with  pilgrims,  which  was 
sent  to  Chartres  to  anoint  Henri  IV. 
at  his  coronation. 
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L.  Just  above  the  city  of  Tours  is 
the  mouth  of  the  canal  or  cut  which 
joins  the  Loire  to  the  Cher,  whose 
course  is  nearly  parallel  with  the 
Loire,  and  only  13^m.  S.  of  it. 

Rt.  Opposite  to  it  are  remains  of  the 
old  Gothic  bridge  built  by  £udes  Count 
of  Touraine,  in  the  11th  century. 

L.  Tours.* — Inns :  Faisan,  good, 
clean,  and  reasonable ;  —  H.  de  Lon- 
dres ;  comfortable,  ci\ril  attendance ;  — 
La  Boule  d*Or;  all  3  in  the  Rue 
Royale  close  to  the  Messageries ; — H. 
St.  Julian,  adjoining  the  desecrated 
church  of  that  name. 

Tours,  chief  town  of  the  department 
Indre  et  Loire,  and  once  capital  of 
Touraine,  is  situated  in  the  midst  of 
the  fertile  but  flat  valley,  of  the  Loire, 
on  its  1.  bank,  and  between  it  and  the 
Cher,  and  has  28,000  inhabitants. 
The  great  road  from  Paris  to  Bor- 
deaux and  Bayonne  here  crosses  the 
river  by  its  bridge  of  15  arches,  1423 
ft.  long,  and  traverses  the  whole  ex- 
tent  of  the  town  through  its  principal 
street,  the  Rue  Royale,  a  fine  avenue 
runmng  in  a  direct  line  from  the 
bridge,  and  containing  the  principal 
hotels,  cafes,  shops,  and  offices  of  the 
diligences.  At  its  entrance  from  the 
bridge  stancU  on  the  rt.  the  H6td 
de  VUle,  and  on  the  1.  the  MusSe, 
while  in  front  run  quays  and  planted 
platforms  serving  as  promenades. 
The  town  is  no  longer  remarkable  for 
the  many  objects  of  curiosity  which  it 
possessed  before  the  sweeping  convul- 
sion of  the  Revolution;  and  the  charms 
of  its  situation,  in  an  unvaried  plain, 
have  been  greatly  overrated  by  the 
French.  The  Loire,  though  a  fine 
river  at  certain  seasons,  contributes  less 
to  its  beauty  than  might  be  expected, 
owing  to  a  great  part  of  its  channel 
being  left  bare  in  summer,  so  that  only 
three  or  four  of  the  arches  of  the  bridge 
besbide  the  shrunken  stream,  while 
the  rest  traverse  wide,  ugly  beds  of 
bare  gravel.  Owing  to  the  flatness  of 
the  surfece  and  the  dust  there  are  few 
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interesting  walks  or  rides  in  its  imme- 
diate vicinity.  However,  our  descrip-. 
tion  of  the  town  shall  assume  the  form 
of  a  walk,  which  may  occupy  a  long 
morning,  or  a  short  day. 

Starting  from  any  of  the  hotels  in 
the  Rue  Royale,  a  turning  on  the  1. 
(  Ruede  la  Scellerie)  leads  you  past  the 
Paste  aux  Lettres  to  the  Archeveche, 
approached  by  a  handsome  Italian 
portal,  at  the  side  of  which  rises  the 
stately  Cathedral  of  St  Gaiien,  The 
W.  front,  consisting  of  three  lofty 
portals  enriched  with  florid  ornaments, 
niches,  and  foliage,  surmounted  by  a 
window  having  a  4-pointed  head,  as- 
tonishes by  its  vastness ;  it  dates  from 
about  1510.  The  two  towers  which 
flank  it  are  205  ft.  high  ;  their  domed 
tops,  carved  as  with  scales,  are  some- 
what later  than  the  rest  and  of  a  de- 
based Italian  style,  not  conformable 
with  the  lower  part. 

The  interior,  256  ft.  long  /ind  85  ft. 
high,  is  in  a  mature  and  noble  style 
of  Gothic  resembling  early  English, 
with  varied  capitals  to  the  columns ; 
the  choir  was  begun  II 70,  and  the 
nave  carried  on  to  completion  in  the 
reign  of  St.  Louis,  but  the  W.  end  is 
still  later,  of  the  15th  century.  In 
the  beautiful  old  psiinted  glass  sur- 
rounding the  choir,  and  shedding  a 
venerable  gloom  about  the  altar,  may 
be  seen  the  arms  of  St.  Louis,  of  his 
mother,  Blanche  of  Castille,  and  those 
of  the  town,  a  group  of  towers.  The 
fine  rose  window  in  the  N.  transept  is 
injured  in  effect  by  a  thick  stone  prop 
carried  through  the  middle  to  support 
the  roof.  At  the  angle  of  the  S. 
transept  and  aisle  is  the  marble  mo- 
nument of  the  two  only  children  of 
Charles  VIII.  and  Anne  de  Bretagne, 
in  consequence  of  whose  early  deaths 
the  succession  passetl  to  the  branch  of 
Valob  Orleans.  Figures  of  the  2 
princes,  watched  by  angels,  recline  on 
a  sarcophagus  of  white  marble  de* 
corated  with  the  arms  of  France, 
with  dolphins,  bas-reliefs,  and  orna* 
ments  in  the  style  of  the  renaissance  : 
it  is  the  work  of  two  Tourangeaux 
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artists  named  Juste,  cotemporaries  of 
Jean  Goujon. 

It  is  worth  wiiile  to  ascend  the 
towers  on  account  of  the  view ;  which 
includes  Amboise,  Plessis  les  Toursy 
and  the  course  of  the  Loire  and  Cher. 
Ilie  woodwork  of  the  roof,  a  master- 
piece of  carpentry,  covering  the  stone 
zoof,  and  the  elegant,  light,  spiral  stair- 
oase  {renaisgance),  resting  on  a  crown 
of  open  groins  or  ribs,  in  the  N.  tower, 
diould  be  seen  at  the  same  time. 

Passing  from  the  cathedral  towards 
theqoay,  two  circular  and  maohicola^* 
ted  towers  are'seen  on  the  rt.,  enclosed 
within  the  Cavalry  Barracks:  these 
formed  part  of  the  CtuOe  built  by 
Henry  II.  of  England  in  the  12th 
century.  From  this  tower  Charles 
de  Lorraine,  the  son  of  the  Due  de 
Guise  le  Balafr^,  imprisoned  by 
Henri  III.  after  his  fiither's  murder 
at  Blois,  escaped  by  letting  himself 
down  by  a  rope.  Turning  to  the  1. 
and  following  the  line  of  the  quay, 
you  reach  the  Bridge  (b.  1762)  already 
mentioned :  several  of  its  arches  have 
given  way  at  different  times,  owing  to 
the  river  undermining  its  foundations. 

The  Mttsie  contains  a  collection  of 
nearly  200  bad  pictures,  chiefly  copies, 
and  some  casts ;  it  is  open  to  Uie  pub- 
lic only  on  Sundays,  12 — 4.  A  Last 
Judgment,  brought  from  the  chapel  of 
the  castle  <tf  Plessis,  may  be  mentioned 
as  curious. 

A  little  way  up  the  Rue  Royale, 
cm  the  1.  in  going  frt>m  the  bridge,  is 
the  desecrated  Church  of  Si.  Julian, 
now  turned  into  a  remise  and  coach 
house  for  diligences;  but  though  so 
degraded  it  is  a  fine  pointed  edifice  of 
the  ISth  century  (1224),  except  the 
lower  part  of  the  W.  tower,  which  is 
founded  upon  circular  arches,  with 
Bomanesque  capitals  belonging  to 
an  older  church.  The  building  is  so 
perfect  that  it  might  easily  be  ren- 
dered  fit  for  divine  service.  There 
are  three  or  four  other  desecrated 
churches  here.  The  first  street  on  the 
rt.  is  the  Rue  de  Commerce,  and  No. 
95,  the  residence  of  M.  Gouin  (Ban- 


quier.  Agent  of  Coutts,  &c.),  is  the 
handsomest  old  mansion  in  the  town, 
and  a  perfectly  preserved  specimen  of 
the  style  of  the  renaissance  (1 6th  cen« 
tury)  adapted  to  domestic  architec- 
ture :  its  front  is  richly  decorated 
with  coats  of  arms,  scroll-work,  &c.  ; 
its  dormer  windows  are  terminated  by 
crocketted  gables ;  a  turret  projects 
in  fiiont,  below  which  is  the  entrance^ 
and  round  the  bottom  runs  a  lig^t 
trefoil  balustrade.  The  house  is  said 
to  have  been  the  Chancellerie  de 
Louis  XI. 

Continuing  our  walk  almig  the 
Rue  de  Commerce  we  come  to  the 
Rue  des  Trois  Pucelles ;  where  the 
house  No.  18.  passes  for  that  of  Tris* 
tan  VHemUte,  the  ill-omened  exeeu<» 
tioner  of  Louis  XI.  (See  Quentin 
Durward.)  It  is  a  brick  mansion, 
evidently  of  the  16th  century ;  its 
front  terminates  in  a  gable,  and  is 
flanked  by  a  stair  turret,  70  ft.  high, 
overtopping  the  neighbouring  houses 
and  commanding  a  view  of  Plessis. 
Its  door  and  windows  are  enridied 
with  florid  canopies,  diat  over  the 
door  supported  on  twisted  columns ; 
but  the  remarkable  feature,  to  which 
probably  the  house  owes  its  name^ 
is  that  the  string  courses  dividing 
the  S  stories  are  finrmed  *  by  [ropes 
in  relief,  ending  in  fiuitastic  knots  so 
as  to  resemble  the  noose  of  a  hateer  { 
the  same  occurs  also  over  the  door. 
On  the  wall  may  be  read  the  motto^ 
**  Asses  aurons,  et  peu  vivrons"  and 
«  pries  pour—"  The  court^yard  walls 
are  amilarly  decorated,  and  on  the 
ground  floor  is  an  elegant  vaulted  re* 
cess  for  a  lavatory.  In '  the  same 
street,  on  the  opposite  side,  isahouse  of 
eridently  much  greater  antiquity  ( 1 4di 
century)  having  a  vaulted  ground 
floor  and  an  arcade  of  pointed  arches 
running  along  its  first  floor. 

In  going  hence  to  the  Vieux  Mareh^ 
a  comer  house,  now  a  shop,  is  rcmark* 
able  for  the  carvings  on  the  firont,  re- 
presenting the  Holy  Family. 

In  the  centre  of  the  market-place 
itself  is  a  white  nutrMe  favrntainj  La 
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Fontame  de  Baune,  of  considerable 
elegance,  in  the  rerutissance  style,  ex- 
ecuted by  the  brothers  Juste.  Among 
its  ornaments  are  the  porcupine,  the 
erest  of  Louis  XII.  and  the  ermine  of 
Anne  of  Brittany. 

Two  towers,  rising  on  either  aide 
of  the  Rue  St.  Martin,  are  conspi- 
cuous objects  in  all  views  of  the  town : 
one,  containing  the  dock,  having  a 
domed  top,  is  called  the  Tour  cb  St. 
Martin,  or  d*Horloge  j  the  other.  La 
Tour  de  Charlemagne,  was  so  named,  it 
is  said,  because  his  wife  Luitgarde  was 
buried  below  it.  They  deserve  notice 
and  mention  as  the  only  remaining  re- 
lics of  the  vast  Cathedral  of  St,  Martin 
of  Tourt,  The  palladium  of  this  cele- 
brated building  was  the  shrine  of  St. 
Martin,  the  first  metropolitan  of  Tours, 
(▲•D.  340),  which  became  to  the  bar- 
barians of  the  dark  ages  what  Delphi 
was  to  the  Greeks, ->  the  oracle  which 
lungs  and  chiefii  came  to  consult,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  7th  century.  The 
concourse  of  pilgrims  to  this  shrine 
occasioned  the  old  Roman  town  CoMor^ 
odumitn  of  the  TStrones  to  swell  to  ten 
times  its  original  extent.  The  great 
eoclesiasUcal  establishment  of  which 
this  church  was  the  centre  spread 
civilisation  and  religion  through  the 
country,  and  its  archbishop  became 
the  patriarch  of  France  and  one  <^ 
the  most  influential  persons  In  the 
state.  At  the  head  of  the  chapter 
even  the  kings  of  France  were  proud 
to  enroll  themselves. 

Bishop  Gregory  of  Tours,  a  na- 
^ve  of  the  city,  was  buried  within 
the  walls  of  this  church. 

Its  treasures  in  precious  metals, 
jewels,  &0.  amounted  to  675  marcs  of 
gold  and  2,200  marcs  of  silver,  in 
1562,  when  it  was  pillaged  by  the 
Protestants,  who  broke  the  images, 
melted  the  lamps,  and  burnt  the  relics 
deposited  here.  After  flourishing  for 
twelve  centuries,  the  church,  an  enor- 
mous edifice,  was  utterly  destroyed  at 
the  Revolution,  excepting  two  towers 
out  o{  the  five  which  adorned  it.  On 
viewing  thespace  which  now  intervenes 


between  them,  some  idea  may  be 
formed  of  its  extent.  One  of  these 
stood  at  the  W.  end,  the  other  at  the 
N.  W. ;  they  both  seem  from  their  style 
to  date  from  the  12th  century.  Au 
tached  to  that  of  St.  Martin  may  be 
seen  Romanesque  pillars  and  capitals 
of  an  earlier  edifice.  Louis  X  I. ,  through 
gratitude  for  supposed  benefits  derived 
from  the  Saint's  intercession,  sur- 
rounded St.  Martin's  shrine  with  a 
railing  of  solid  silver  which  weighed 
nearly  6776  marcs.  His  needy  foU 
lower,  Francis  I.,  had  it  taken  down 
and  converted  into  good  crown  pieces^ 
which  were  called  "  testons  au  gros 
bonnet.'* 

A  florid  Gothic  portal,  forming  the 
front  of  a  house  in  the  street  running 
from  the  market  to  the  Rue  St.  Mar* 
tin,  was  one  of  the  residences  of  the 
chapter. 

The  HaUe  au  Ble  is  another  secula* 
rised  church,  gutted  to  a  mere  shcH, 
dedicated  to  St.  Clement  It  is  a  build* 
ing  of  the  16th  century ;  its  florid  N, 
porch,  though  mutilated,  still  retains 
portions  of  foliage  cut  with  much  de* 
licacy.  There  is  nothing  to  be  seen 
within. 

JPksm&s  Tourti  the  castellated  den 
of  the  tyrant  and  bigot  Louis  XI*^ 
with  which  all  the  world  is  acquainted 
through  tbe  admirable  descriptions  of 
Quentin  Durward,  is  situated  in  the 
commune  of  La  Riche,  a4ioining  « 
humble  hamlet  of  scattered  oottage% 
on  a  perfectly  flat  plain,  about  a  mile 
distant  from  the  Halle^  on  the  W. 
of  Tours,  passing  the  Barridre  des 
Oiseaux,  and  b^ond  the  Hospice 
G^^rale.  Visiters  to  Plessis  must 
not  expect  anything  in  the  diape  of  a 
feudal  castle,  for  it  was  built  at  a  time 
when  the  fortress  was  giving  place  to 
thefortifiedmansion.  When  complete^ 
it  must  have  been  somewhat  like  the 
older  parts  of  Hampton  Court  and 
St.  James's  Palaces,  which  were  built 
not  many  years  after  Plessis,  witb  this 
difiTerence,  that  the  niggardliness  of 
Louis,  and  his  apprehension  of  danger* 
caused  it  to  be  built  in  so  plain  a 
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style,  and  with  so  many  defensive  pre- 
cautions,   walls   of  enclosure,  draw- 
bridges, battlements,  and  wet  and  dry 
ditches,  that  its  external  appearance 
must  haye  corresponded  with  that  of  a 
gaol  much  more  than  of  a  palace.  The 
small  fragment,  now  remaining,  so  far 
from  haying  about  it  the  least  trace 
or  character  of  a  castle,  looks  like  a 
mean  ordinary  dwelling :    indeed  it 
formed  part  of  the  inner  constructions, 
but  was  surrounded  by  three  ramparts 
and  fosses.     It  is  of  plain  red  brick, 
with  quoins  of  stone,  and  sash  win- 
dows, surmounted  by  a  high  pitched 
roof,  and  almost  all  traces  of  the  scanty 
ornaments  haye  been  destroyed.     Be- 
side it  is  a  stair  turret,  recently  raised 
16  or  20  feet,  with  a  wooden  addition 
at  the  side  to  convert  it  into  a  uhot 
tower  I    Originally  a  cloister  ran  along 
the  front.  The  interior  is  modern,  ex- 
cept the  stair,  and  contains  nothing 
worth  notice.     All  traces  are  gone  of 
the  pitfalls,  fosses,  &c.  which  originally 
surrounded  the  castle ;  but  on  the  1., 
as  you  approach  the  house,  are  seen 
the  foundations  of  walls  of  masonry ; 
and  a  door,  below  ground,  leads  into 
a  range  of  vaulted  chambers  barely 
lighted  by  small  windows,  which  may 
once  have  served  for  prisons  as  they 
now  do  for  cellars.     It  is  evident  that 
the  palace  was  well   supplied   with 
dungeons.     At  the  end  of  the  small 
terrace  walk  in  the  garden  is  another 
vault  called  the  prison  of  Cardinal  dela 
JBcUue,  who  was  shut  up  for  betraying 
his  master's  secrets  to  Charles  of  Bur- 
gundy :  it  has  been  repaired,  but  the 
lower  steps  of  a  stair,  the  lower  part 
of  the  fire-place,  the  grated  bars  and 
shutters  are  old.     At  the  back  of  a 
cottage,  nearly  facing  the  garden  gates, 
is  a  small  vaulted  chapel,  now  filled 
with  casks,  said  to  be  the   Oratory  of 
Liouis  XI.,  where  he  passed  hours  in 
abject  prayer  to  the  Virgin  And  Saints 
for  cures  of  his  complicated  nuUadies. 
The  present  doorway  has  been  broken 
through  the  wall   where    the  altar 
stood;    the  two  small  windows  are 
nearly  stopped  up.     Louis  ended  his 


miserable  life  here,  1483.  Plessis  was 
converted  into  a  D^pot  de  Mendicity 
about  1 778,  was  sold  at  the  Revolution 
and  pulled  down.  Plessis  lies  on  the 
tongue  of  land  between  the  Loir  and 
Cher,  about  a  mile  from  the  Cher, 
and  9  m.  above  their  junction. 

Between  Plessb  and  the  Hospice  is 
an  old  house,  called  La  Rdbaterie^ 
having  a  square  turret  at  the  back: 
which  passes  for  the  residence  of  Oli- 
vier le  Daim,  the  barber  and  minister 
of  Louis. 

There  remains  little  else  to  describe 
at  Tours.  Under  the  mutilated  and 
uninteresting  church  of  NCtre  Dame 
la  Riche  (originally  called  La  Pauvre) 
is  a  cave  vaulted,  and  having  pillars  in 
the  corners,  where  it  is  said  St.  Ga- 
tien,  the  predecessor  of  St.  Martin, 
first  preached  Christianity  to  the  Gauls, 
A.  D.  251.,  but  it  is  now  shut  up. 

At  the  Prefecture  is  placed  the 
Public  Library  of  40,000  volumes,  in- 
cluding some  curious  MSS. ;  for  ex-' 
ample,  a  copy  of  the  Gospels  in  gold 
letters  on  vellum,  which  belonged  to 
the  church  of  St.  Martin,  upon  which 
the  king  of  France  took  the  oaths  as 
premier  chanoine  of  that  church  ;  Les 
Heures  of  Charles  V.  of  France  and 
of  Anne  de  Bretagne,  and  numerous 
Missals,  besides  early  printed  books. 
The  library  is  open  Tuesday,  Wednes^ 
day,  Thursday,  and  Friday,  12 — 4. 

The  most  respectable  Cafe  is  that 
De  la  ViUet  Rue  Royale,  opposite  the 
Hotel  de  Londres. 

The  Potte  aux  Lettres  b  in  the 
Rue  de  la  Scellerie,  and  the  Theatre 
in  the  same. 

The  number  of  English  established 
in  and  around  Tours  is  very  con- 
siderable; they  have  a  subscription 
dvb. 

The  English  Church  service  is  per- 
formed every  Sunday  at  12  in  the 
chapel  Rue  de  la  Prefecture.  There 
is  a  second  chapel,  5  Levee  St.  Sym-* 
phorien. 

Cmweyanees :  — to  Paris,  maltq^oste 
and  8  or  10  diligences  daily;  to 
Bordeaux,    maJleposte    and    3   great 
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diUgeneeM  daily,  beside  others  to 
Poitiers,  AngoulSme,  &c. ;  to  Nantes; 
to  Rochelle,  Rochefort,  Saumur, 
Angers ;  to  Loohes,  Bourges,  or 
Chinon  daily. 

Steamers  :  —  Les  Inexplosibles 
daily  to  Nantes  (in  1 1  hours)  and  An- 
gers  ;  to  Orleans  in  14  or  15  hours. 
They  start  very  early ;  about  4  or  5 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Tours  was  long  famed  for  its 
manufacture  of  silk,  established  1480 
by  Louis  XI.,  who  brought  over  and 
settled  here  Italian  weavers.  This 
branch  of  industry,  however,  was 
ruined  by  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of 
Nantes,  by  which  the  population  was 
reduced  from  80,000  to  less  than  one 
half.  This  tyrannical  act  transferred 
SOOO  families,  with  their  wealth  and 
industry,  from  France  to  Holland, 
and  the  manufacture  dwindled  away 
at  Tours  to  take  root  at  Lyons. 
Tours  has  now  no  manufacture  of 
great  importance,  but  receives  some 
life  from  being  a  place  of  much  pas- 
sage, planted  on  one  of  the  great 
high  roads  of  France.  The  pruneaux 
de  Tburg,  once  so  celebrated,  are  now 
far  less  esteemed  in  commerce  than 
liie  dried  plums  of  Gascony  and  Pro- 
vence. 

Tours  is  a  city  of  some  importance 
in  history.  The  Turones,  its  ancient 
inhabitants,  joined  the  league  of  the 
64  Gallic  towns  under  Vercingetorix 
against  Julius  Caesar,  and  are  men- 
tioned by  Lucan,  <<Instabiles  Tu- 
rones circumsita  castra  coerunt.** 
The  Lande  de  Mire,  about  9  m.  to 
the  S.W.  on  the  road  to  Assay  le 
Rideau,  is  supposed  to  be  the  place 
where  the  Saracens  under  Abder- 
ahmen  were  defeated  by  Charles 
Martel,  and  Europe  saved  from  the 
Mahomedan  yoke,  a.d.  732. 

One  of  the  chief  mints  of  France 
was  established  in  the  middle  ages 
at  Tours,  whence  come  the  Uvres 
Tbunwites,  silver  pieces  (libra  or  as  of 
the  Romans)  the  equivalent  of  francs 
at  present,  which  were  coined  here. 

The  Porte  Hugon,  which  stood  at 
JFViaiice. 


the  end  of  a  street  running  down  to 
the  Loire,  is  said  to  have  given  the 
name  of  Huguenots  to  the  Protestant 
party  in  France,  who  being  very 
numerous  in  the  town,  but  checked 
and  watched  by  their  enemies,  used 
to  meet  beyond  the  walls,  issuing 
out  stealthily  through  this  gate  at 
nightfall.  A  more  probable  deriva- 
tion is  from  the  Swiss  Eidgenossen,  i,e. 
Confederate.  Another  memorial  of 
the  days  of  persecution  of  the  Pro- 
testants is  retained  in  the  name  Rue 
Renard,  persons  suspected  of  heresy 
being  pursued  in  the  streets  by  the 
Romanists  about  1562,  hunted  down 
with  the  cry  '*  au  Reynard,'*  and  often 
massacred. 

Tounuue  was  bestowed  as  an  ofM^ 
nage  on  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  and 
her  short-lived  husband  Francis,  and 
she  is  said  to  have  drawn  revenue 
from  it,  as  Duchess  of  Touraine,  even 
while  in  captivity  in  England,  but 
it  was  afterwards  given  in  her  life- 
time to  the  Duo  d'Alen9on,  brother 
of  Henri  III. 

It  is  a  pleasant  walk  of  about  4  nu 
along  the  road  to  Orleans  up  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Loire  to  the  singular 
village  La  Roche  Corbon,  excavated 
out  of  the  rock  (p.  1 88. ).  It  would 
be  better  to  ride  thither,  and  thus 
avoid  the  long  dusty  road. 

The  Colony  ofMettrctyf  about  4^  m. 
from  Tours,  established  by  two  phi- 
lanthropic French  gentlemen,  the 
Vicompte  Bretigndres  De  Cour- 
teilles  and  Le  Conseiller  Demetz, 
deserves  very  high  praise,  and  will 
be  visited  by  all  who  take  an  interest 
in  the  improvement  of  their  fellow- 
creatures.  The  objects  which  its 
founders  and  directors  have  in  view 
are,  the  education,  reward,  and  re- 
storation to  society  of  juvenile  of* 
fenders,  who  while  in  the  public  pri- 
sons have  distinguished  themselves  by 
good  conduct  and  by  signs  of- peni- 
tence. This  is  sought  to  be  effected 
by  teaching  them  the  mode  of  gain- 
ing an  honest  livelihood,  chiefly  by 
agricultural  labour.     The  ground  on 
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whieh  the  establishment  stands  was 
giTen  by  the  vicompte ;  it  is  conducted 
by  him  and  his  friend  in  person,  and 
is  supported  by  voluntary  donations 
and  alinual  subscriptions. 

More  distant  and  highly  interesting 
excursions  may  be  made  to  Amboise 
(p.  185.  )>  Chenonceaux»  24  m.  off 
^p.l87- ;  4  hours  drive),  Loches 
(p.  195.),  and  to  that  curious  and  un- 
explained monument  of  antiquity  La 
Pile  de  St  Mars  (p.  199.). 


ROUTE  54. 

CHAXTBES  TO  TOURS  BT  VBMDOME. 

.     138  kilom.  «=  88  Eng.  m. 
XXUgtneea  daily. 

15  La  Bourdiniere. 

16  Bonneval. 

An   ancient   Benedictine   convent 
bve  is  converted  into  a  cotton  mill. 
.    14  Chateaudun. 

A  town  of  6,500  inhabitants,  stand-* 
ing  on  the  banJcs  of  the  Loir. 

Its  most  conspicuous  building  is 
the  ancient  CkiiUe.  of  the  Counts  of 
DunoiSi  surmounted  by  a  prodigious 
tower,  90  ft.  high,  built  by  Thibaut 
le  Tricheur  in  the  10th  century. 
The  ancient  name  of  the  town, 
whence  comes  the  modem,  was  Cas- 
tellodunum. 

During  the  next  stage  the  road 
descends  by  the  side  of  the  Loir, 
passing  the  Gothic  castle  of  Mon- 
tigny  on  a  height  beyond  the  river. 

11  aoyes. 

16  Fezou. 

11  Vendome.  /aim.* —Hotel  Ga- 
liondre,  good. 

.  A  town  of  9470  inhabitants,  on 
the  Loir,  at  the  foot  of  vine-clad 
slopes.  Above  it  rise  the  picturesque 
xuins  of  the  CagHe  of  the  Dues  de 
Vendome^  dendolished  at  the  Revo- 
lution, when  the  graves  of  Jeanne 
d'Albret,  mother  c£  Henri  IV.,  and 
c^  several  Bouxbon  princes,  were 
rifled,  and  their  tombs  destroyed* 

There  is  a  CoOege  here. 


We  now  cross  the  Loir  for  the 
4th  time,  and  quit  its  valley  to  tra- 
verse a  monotonous  plain  to 

14  Neuve  St.  Amand. 

12  Chateau  Regnault,  a  town  of 
2500  inhabitants. 

14  Monnaye  (Indre  et  Loire). 

15  TouBs,  in  R.  53. 


ROUTE  56. 

TOUBS   TO   LOCHXS  AND  CHATBAU&OUX;. 

108  kilom.  =67  Eng.  m. 

DiUgencea,  daily,  to  Loches,  in 
about  4^  hours. 

You]  continue  along  the  road  to 
Bordeaux  (Route  64.)  for  about  2 
m.  after  crossing  the  Cher ;  then  turn 
to  the  1.  There  is  little  to  notice 
until  after  passing 

20  Cormery,.  we  reach  the  bordeix 
oi£  the  Indre,  which  flows  through  one 
of  the  richest  and  most  fertile  valleya 
of  Touraine ;  in  the  midst  of  which 
stands 

21  Loches,  (/nns.*  ^-H.  de  France* 
best ;— du  Promenade,  extortionate.) 
This  is  one  of  the  most  pictur^qu^ 
towns  of  Touraine,  far  more  striking 
than  Chinon  or  Amboise ;  its  build* 
ings  are  huddled  together  round 
the  base  of  a  lofty  rock,  from  whose 
commanding  top  the  picturesque 
ruins  of  its  historic  and  ill-omened 
CasUe  still  frown  over  the  land- 
scape, forming  the  grand  and  strik-* 
ing  feature  in  every  view.  The  town 
still  retains  several  of  its  old  gate$ 
grooved  for  the  portcullis,  and  garn^ 
ished  with  holes  for  stockade  beams^ 
and  in  its  streets  are  some  old  houses. 

On  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Indre 
lies  the  suburb  of  Beaulieu,  connected 
with  the  town  by  a  row  of  bridges; 
The  river  winding  through  the  vale 
overspreads  its  bottom  with  «  carpel 
of  the  richest  verdure,  fringed  with 
willows  anid  poplars,  and  turns  the 
machinery  of  one  or  two  mills. 

The  CattU  ofLochest  though  long^ 
a  royal  pala«€^  in  which  James  V,  of 
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Sooilaiid  was  married  to  Magdalen  of 
France,  and  where  Francis  I.  held  his 
splendid  court  and  received  the  £m- 
.peror  Charles  V.  on  his  way  from 
Spain  to  Ghent  is  hetter  known, 
and  has  a  more  terrible  reputation 
as  a  prison  of  state,  especially  during 
the  reign  of  Louis  XI.  when  "  the 
sound  of  the  name  of  Loches  was 
yet  more  dreaded  than  Plessis  itself, 
as  a  place  destined  to  the  workings  of 
those  secret  acts  of  cruelty  with  which 
even  Louis  shamed  to  pollute  the  in- 
terior  of  his  own  residence  at  Plessis. 
There  were  in  this  place  of  terror 
dungeons  under  dungeons,  some  of 
them  unknown  even  to  the  keepers 
themselves;  living  grav^  to  which 
men  were  co«isigned  with  little  hope 
of  farther  employment  during  the  rest 
of  their  life,  than  to  breathe  impure 
air,  and  feed  on  bread  and  water.  At 
this  formidable  castle  were  also  those 
dreadful  places  of  confinement,  called 
cages,  in  which  the  wretched  prisoner 
flould  neither  stand  upright,  nor 
stretch  himself  at  length ;  an  invention, 
it  is  sai4»"of  Cardinal  Balue.*' — Scott, 
Xtouis  appointed  Olivier  le  Daln,  the 
barber,  who  was  also  his  prime  minis- 
ter, governor  of  the  castle  and  gao- 
ler. It  is  composed  of  a  pile  of  build- 
ings of  various  ages,  partly  in  ruins. 
.The  most  conspicuous  of  all  is  the 
tall  white  Donjon  tower,  rising  at  the 
extremity  of  the  platform  of  rock  to 
a  height  of  120ft.,  and  overhanging 
the  verge  of  the  preeipioe.  Its  walls 
of  even  and  perfect  masonry,  sup- 
ported by  buttresses,  in  the  form  of 
circular  pillars,  pierced  by  scanty 
jround-headed  windows  above,  and  by 
xnerQ  slits  below,  mark  it  as  a  work 
of  th^  Norman  style,  probably  of  the 
12tb  century,  though  some  attribute 
its  construction  to  Foulques  Nerra, 
Comte  d*Ai^ou,  in  the  11th.  In  its 
size,  form,  and  the  arrangement  of  the 
entrance  stair,  within  a  projecting 
lower  tower,  it  is  not  unlike  the 
white  Tower  of  London,  and  the 
castles  of  Newcastle  and  Norwich. 
Jts  wkXis,  8  ft.  thick,  are  now  empty, 


gutted  of  the  four  stories  into  which 
they  were  divided.  It  stands  within 
the  inclosure  of  the  town  gaol,  a 
part  of  the  castle  having  been  con- 
verted into  that  ignoble  purpose. 
Beside  it  rises  a  picturesque  group 
of  less  axicient  towers,  in  one  of 
which,  circular  in  form,  are  the 
terrible  Caehats  of  Louis  XL,  ex- 
tending downwards  in  four  storiea 
below  one  another.  Two  of  them 
contained  the  iron  cages  invented  by 
Cardinal  Balue,  who  himself  expiated 
his  treasonable  betrayal  of  his  master's 
secrets  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  by 
a  confinement  of  eight  years  in  one  of 
them.  .  In  another,  Ludovico  Sfora^ 
Duke  of  Milan,  the  prisoner  of  Louis 
XII.,  from  1500  until  death  came  to 
release  him,  lingered  for  many  year^. 
Here  Philip  de  Commines,  the  his- 
torian, was  also  shut  up  in  1486 ;  the 
Due  d'Alen9on,  1456;  Cblurles  de 
Melun,  who  was  beheaded,  1468 ;  and 
many  more  victims  of  tyranny.  These 
dungeons  are  vaulted,  and  dimly 
lighted  by  small  windows,  whose  deep 
recesses  in  walls  10  or  12  ft.  thick,  are 
crossed  by  double  iron  gpratings.  The 
cages  existed  down  to  1789. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  castle  plat* 
form,  on  the  1.  as  you  ascend  firom 
the  town  through  the  arched  gate» 
way,  is  a  more  modem  pile  of  bttild<^ 
ing,  now  serving  as  the  Sout  Prefectwr^ 
At  one  end  of  the  terrace  behind  ii^ 
within  a  small  tower,  is  placed  the 
monument  of  Agnes  Sorel,  mistress  of 
Charles  VII.,  who  was  bom,  1400^ 
in  the  neighbouring  chateau  of  Fro- 
monteau.  Upon  a  base  of  black  marw 
hie  reclines  the  efiSgy  of  La  Belle  des 
Belles,  well  sculptured  in  white  lime^ 
stone,  her  hands  uplifted  in  prayer, 
with  two  angds  bending  over  her 
head,  and  shielding  her  with  their 
wings,  and  two  lambs  reclining  at  her 
feet.  She  is  grac^ully  attired  in  long 
robes*  and  a  simple  circlet  surrounds 
her  brow;  her  countenance  exhibits 
a  refined  character  of  beauty,  tnodcsty, 
sweetness,  and  gentleness,  not  un- 
worthy of  the  Madonna  of  Iiaphiiel« 
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mad  befitting  one  whose  influence  over 
a  king  was  never  exercised  but  for 
good.  It  has  been  proved,  however, 
bj  an  acute  historian,  that  she  could 
in  no  wise  have  contributed  to  sti- 
mulate Charles  to  the  assumption  of 
his  dominions  and  the  expulsion  of 
the  English,  not  having  been  seen 
by  him  until  1431,  after  the  death  of 
Jeanne  d'  A  re.  When  Charles  died,  the 
ungrateful  monks  of  Locbes,  whom 
the  bounty  of  Agnes  had  cherished 
and  her  bequests  had  enriched,  were 
desirous  of  ejecting  her  remains  and 
tomb  from  their  church,  on  the  score 
of  some  scruples  as  to  the  purity  of 
her  life,  but  even  Louis  XI.,  much 
as  he  hated  Agnes,  reproved  such  in- 
gratitude, and  they  remained  in  their 
place  until  the  Revolution,  when  the 
grave  was  violated,  and  the  monument 
was  preserved  from  destruction  only 
by  the  interference  of  the  prefect. 

Between  the  Sous  Prefecture  and 
the  Norman  keep  stands  the  Church 
of  St»  Our»,  a  very  interesting  monu- 
ment of  the  ecclesiastical  architecture 
of  the  11  th  century,  founded  by  Foul- 
ques  Nera,    Comte  d'Anjou,  or  his 
father ;  but  said  to  have  been  in  great 
-part  rebuilt  at  the  end  of  the  12th  cen- 
'tury.     It  is  surmounted  by  an  octago- 
nal cupola  and  by  two  spires,  in  the 
•manner  of  the  churches  on  the  Rhine. 
•A  large  W.  doorway,  enriched  with 
^most  singular  mouldings  and  carvings 
t>f  monstrous  heads,  has  been  preserved 
in  a  very  perfect  state,  owing  to  its 
l>eing  covered  by  a  porch  or  vestibule. 
Another  doorway  on  the  N.  has  harpy- 
like  figures  on  the  capitals   of  its 
pillars.     The   choir  and  short  tran- 
septs have  apsidal  terminations.     The 
nave  is  singularly  roofed  in  compart- 
ments,  forming  two  cupolas  which 
rise  externally   in  the   form  of   co- 
nical   pyramids.     The   crypt  chapel 
beneath  the  choir,  recently  discovered, 
was  the  place  of  devotion  chosen  by 
the  bigot  Louis  XI. 

The  test  of  the  road  lies  up  the 
pretty  vale  of  the  Indre,  to 

21  ChatUlon  sur  Indre,  a  town  of 


2700  inhabitants,  in  the  department  of 
1.  Indre,  and  the  ancient  province  of 
Berry. 

2S  Buzan9ais,  a  town  of  3800  in- 
habitants, on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  river, 
whose  branches  are  here  crossed  by 
several  bridges. 

23  Chateauroux,  in  R.  65. 


ROUTE  57. 

TOUKS    TO    SAUMUa,     BY    CHIKOK    AKD 
FONTEVRAULD. 

76  kilom.  =  47  Eng.  miles. 

Diligences  daily. 

This  route  issues  out  of  Tours 
lined  by  avenues  of  poplars,  and  crosses 
at  the  distance  of  1^  m.  the  river 
Cher,  a  little  to  the  E.  of  Plessis  les 
Tours  (p.  192.)  The  Cher  runs  for 
about  1 5  m.  below  this  nearly  parallel 
with  the  Loire,  before  uniting  itself 
to  that  river.  Along  its  N.  bank 
runs  a  considerable  lev^  or  dyke  con- 
structed by  Madame  de  Vermandois, 
abbess  of  Beaumont  les  Tours,  to  pro- 
tect the  land  between  it  and  the  Loire 
from  inundations.  AfVer  crossing  the 
flat  land,  passing  numerous  white 
hamlets  and  villas,  the  road  ascends 
and  traverses  an  extensive  table  land 
before  entering  the  valley  of  the  Indre, 
on  whose  banks  stands 

25  Azay  le  Rideau,  a  small  town 
prettily  situated,  15  m.  from  Tours. 
On  the  1.  of  the  road  nearly  concealed 
by  trees,  and  surrounded  by  branches 
of  the  Indre,  is  the  Chdteau,  one  of 
the  best  preserved  specimens  in  France 
of  the  semi-castellated  manor  houses 
in  the  style  of  the  Renaissance.  It 
was  built  by  Gilles  Berthelot  in  the 
reign  of  Francis  L,  and  over  the  chief 
portal,  enriched  with  sculpture  and 
combinations  of  thYee  classic  orders, 
may  be  discerned  the  emblem  of  that 
king,  the  Salamander,  with  the  motto 
*«  Nutrio  et  extinguo,"  and  the  initials 
of  Diana  of  Poitiers.  The  carving 
has  been  thought  worthy  of  Jean 
Goujon ;  the  entire  fa9ade  and  the  stair- 
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case  are  yery  elegant,  the  wall  partly 
pannelled,  and  the  compartments  filled 
with  diversified  patterns.  The  interior 
has  been  preserved  nearly  unaltered, 
and  contains  old  furniture  and  a  col- 
lection  of  portraits.  A  bed,  supported 
in  the  4  comers  by  carved  figures,  is 
of  most  elaborate  Gothic  workmanship. 
A  neatly  kept  garden  surrounds  the 
house.  The  present  owner  is  H.  de 
Biancourt. 

A  considerable  tract  of  forest  is  tra- 
versed on  the  direct  road  from  Azay, 
before  it  descends  by  the  hollow  way 
behind  the  castle  of 

28  Chinon,  Inns :  —  H.  de  France, 
best,  tolerable,  though  small  ;  — 
Chene  Vert,  dirty.  A  deserted  and 
dull  little  town,  which  yet  deserves 
a  visit,  owing  to  its  pleasing  posi- 
tion on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Vienne, 
and  on  account  of  the  numerous  and 
interesting  historical  associations  at- 
tached to  its  utterly  ruined  Castle, 
the  French  Windsor  of  our  Flanta- 
genet  kings,  as  it  has  been  termed, 
where  Henry  II.  breathed  his  last, 
uttering  curses  on  his  own  sons,  whose 
disobedience  had  hastened  his  death. 
It  was  the  fiivourite  residence,  also,  of 
the  French  monarchs  from  FhiUppe 
Augustus  to  Henri  IV.,  and  the  scene 
of  Joan  of  Arc*s  first  public  appear- 
ance. The  remains  are  of  vast  extent, 
but  too  much  demolished,  and  too 
white  in  colour,  to  be  very  picturesque. 
They  occupy  the  summit  of  a  lofty 
platform  of  rock,  rising  nearly  SOO  ft. 
above  the  town  and  river.  A  natural 
escarpment  surrounds  it  on  3  sides ; 
where  the  cliff  was  not  naturally 
vertical,  it  has  been  cut  away,  and  huge 
walls  of  smooth  masonry  have  been 
built  up  from  below  to  a  level  with  the 
top  of  the  cliff,  so  as  to  render  it  hope- 
less, before  the  days  of  gunpowder, 
to  scale  or  batter  such  a  fortress.  Be- 
tween the  river  and  the  rock  crouch 
the  buildings  of  the  town.  Behind 
the  castle,  in  a  deep  hollow,  runs  the 
road  to  Tours,  originally  commanded 
by  the  castle  embrasures ;  and  a  deep 
gully  or  fosse  is  cut  through  the  rock 


on  the  4th  side,  to  isolate  the  pro- 
montory from  the  ridge  of  which  it 
forms  the  termination. 

Several  of  the  tall  flanking  towers 
remain  tolerably  perfect ;  the  rest  is 
all  crumbling  wall.  The  3  divisions 
into  which  the  castle  was  separated, 
by  deep  dry  ditches,  may  still  be  dis- 
covered. In  the  central  division, 
above  the  entrance  to  which  rises  the 
tall  Donjon,  the  only  part  now  in- 
habited, are  shown  the  royal  apart- 
ments ;  and  among  them  the  very  one 
in  which  Joan  the  Maid,  the  simple 
shepherdess  of  Domremy*,  recognised 
Charles  the  Dauphin,  though  dis- 
guised in  plain  attire,  and  signalling 
him  out  from  among  the  crowd  of 
courtiers,  led  him  apart  to  the  recess 
of  the  window,  where  she  unfolded  to 
him  «  secrets  known  only  to  himself 
and  to  God."  The  scene  of  that 
interview,  and  of  the  splendours  of 
the  court  of  the  careless  and  luxurious 
Charles,  whom  even  the  loss  of  a  king- 
dom could  not  recall  ftom  indolence 
and  pleasure,  is  now  a  broken  ruin 
open  to  the  sky,  with  one  or  two 
transoms  remaining  in  the  windows 
and  a  few  traces  of  paint  upon  the 
walls.  Close  beside  it  is  a  very  deep 
square  tower,  adjoining  one  of  the 
ditches,  and  without  openings,  said  to 
have  been  the  Oubliettes  down  which 
prisoners  were  cast. 

Crossing  a  bridge  into  the  3d  courts 
we  find  around  it  the  towers  of  La 
Glacierey  in  which  Jacques  de  Molay, 
Grand  Master  of  the  Templars,  is  said 
to  have  been  confined ;  the  Tour  du 
Moulin,  so  called  because  it  was  sur- 
mounted by  a  windmill,  standing  at 
the  farthest  extremity,  and  of  very 
solid  structure ;  and  the  Tour  d'Ar^ 
gentau,  from  which,  as  the  story  goes, 
a  secret  passage  led  beyond  the  wall 
to  the  Maison  Robardeau,  the  retreat 
of  Agnes  Sorel,  Charles's  mistress. 
Among  all  these  fragments,  the  only 
trace  of  the  original  Norman  castle  is 
to  be  found  in  the  round  tower  du 
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Moulin  ;  tlie  rest  seems  not  older  than 
the  15th  century. 

The  view  from  the  walls  is  very 
pleasing)  extending  for  a  long  distance 
up  and  down  the  fertile  valley,  —  **  a 
glowing  and  glorious  prospect ;  a 
green  expanse  of  groves  and  vine- 
yards all  blending  into  one/'  —  with 
the  winding  Vi^nne  sparkling  and 
flashing  among  the  green  meadows,  or 
foliage  of  poplars,  walnut  trees,  and 
vines,  nearly  as  far  as  its  junction 
with  the  Loire,  which,  however,  is  not 
visible.  Fontevrault,  the  last  resting- 
place  of  Henry  II.  and  his  undutiful 
son,  the  Lion-hearted  Richard,  is 
concealed  from  view  by  intervening 
heights. 

There  is  nothing  worth  notice  in 
the  town  of  Chinon  (pop.  6677) 
itself.  No  tradition  is  preserved  of 
the  hostelry  in  which  the  Pucelle 
Was  lodged,  on  her  arrival  from  her 
native  village,  and  where  she  was 
kept  twa  days  before  she  could  obtain 
admission  to  the  king,  until  his  coun- 
cillors had  ascertained  whether  she 
was  a  sorceress.  Nor  can  the  church 
be  pointed  out  in  which  she  spent  the 
greater  part  of  each  day  in  prayer, 
while  she  resided  here.  It  was  at 
Chinon  that  she  first  received  from 
the  king  her  suit  of  knight's  armour, 
and  an  escort  of  a  squire,  a  confessor, 
and  2  pages.  Here  she  first  girt  on 
the  mysterious  sword  found  in  the 
church  of  St.  Catherine  of  Fierbois 
(p.  21 7.),  and  here  unfurled  her  white 
Ixulner  sprinkled  with  fleurs  de  lis, 
made  expressly  for  her  under  the  di- 
l«ction  of  her  mysterious  "  voices." 

The  rocks  behind  the  town,  under- 
neath the  castle,  have  been  quarried 
for  ages  to  supply  building  materials, 
and  these  subterraneous  excavations 
have  attained  a  great  extent.  There 
IS  nothing  worth  seeing  in  them,  nor  is 
It  a  task  of  pleasure  to  explore  them. 

Chinon  is  the  country  of  Rabelais, 
who  was  born  148S,  in  the  farm- 
house called  La  Devirnh'Sf  in  the  com- 
mune of  Seuilly,  a  little  way  on  the 
L  of  the  road  to  Saumiir,  on  the  op- 


posite side  of  the  Vienne.  He  com<' 
menced  his  education  in  the  school  of 
the  neighbouring  abbey,  whose  monks 
he  afterwards  ridiculed  in  his  writings: 

At  Champigny,  about  9  m.  S.  of 
Chinon,  is  a  chapel  containing  very 
remarkable  painted  glass,  representing 
the  life  of  St.  Louis. 

It  is  a  very  delightful  drive  from 
Chinon  to  Saumur,  through  a  country 
teeming  with  fertility,  amongst  cMrch- 
ards,  and  walnut  grooves,  and  acacia 
hedges,  while  beneath  the  fruit  trees 
springs  up  a  crop  of  corn,  without 
exhausting  the  soil.  Tlie  valley  of 
the  Vienne  terminates  at  Candes,  re- 
markable for  its  fine  church  (p.  200.  )j 
where  that  river  falls  into  the  Loire ; 
and  our  road  emerging  upon  its  L 
bank,  is  carried  along  it,  through 
most  pleasing  scenery,  to 

SO  Saumur,  described,  with  the  rest 
of  the  road,  in  p.  201.  * 

At  Montsorean,  close  to  Candes, 
our  road  passes  within  3.  m.  of  the 
Abbey  of  Fontevraidi.  The  excursion 
thither  is  described  in  p.  200. 


ROUTE  58. 

THE  LOIRE,  C. :    TOURS   TO   VXTXTES,  BT 
SAUMUR  AND  AVGERS. 

By  land  200  kilom. » 1 24  Eng.  m. 

A  steamer  descends  daily  to  Nantes 
in  about  1 1  hours,  touching  at  An^ 
gers. 

Two  steamers  ascend  daily  between 
Nantes  and  Angers,  in  10  hours ;  one 
of  them  continues  on  to  Tours,  in  8  or 
10  hours. 

The  prettiest  part  of  the  course  of 
the  Loire  lies  below  Tours,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Saumur,  and  thence 
to  Nantes.  For  some  distance  beloW 
Tours,  however,  its  banks  continue 
low,  and  its  bed,  every  where  too  large 
in  summer  for  its  stream,  is  left  bare 
and  unsightly.  Owing  to  the  want  of 
water,  and  Uie  constant  shifting  of 
sand-banks,  very  often,  in  hot  sum- 
mers, the  navigation  is  interrupted  for 
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two  or  three  months.  In  winter,  tUe 
river  aometimes  rises  20  ft.  above  its 
drdinary  levels  and  from  thesie  irregu- 
laiities  it  is  unfit  for  the  permanent 
establishment  of  water-mills  or  ma- 
nufiictories  on  its  banks.  It  is  con- 
fined on  bodi  sides  by  lev^  as  far 
down  as  Angers. 

The  project  of  limiting  its  bed  to  a 
width  of  120  metres,  by  .stone  dykes 
raised  in  the  midst  of  the  slaream  pa* 
xallel  with  its  course,  intended  to  force 
the  bulk  of  water  into  a  central  chan- 
nel, and  allow  the  sand  to  be  deposited 
behiBd  them,  has  produced  an  exactly 
opposite  efiket$  for  the  river,  haying 
in  most  instances  broken  through  the 
waUs,  runs  on  the  outside  of  them. 

The  high  road  continues,  as  before 
(p.  184.),  al(Hig  the  Lev^e,  or  river 
dyke,  often  on  a  level  with  the  tops 
of  the  houses  and  cottages,  which,  to- 
gether with  the  fertile  fields,  orchards, 
gardens,  and  vineyards,  it  protects 
from  the  immdatioDs  of  the  Loire, 
4Hnnmanding,  both  on  the  river  and 
land  sid^  an  exteiuive  view. 

Rt.  St.  Symphorieil,  nearly  opposite 
Tours,  Ibrms  a  sort  of  8id>urb  to  that 
city ;  and  not&r  fr<»n  it  is  the  pretty 
hamlet  of  St;  Cyr,  where  a  cottage, 
called  La  Grenadi^re,  is  at  present  the 
retreat  of  the  veteran  poet  Beranger. 

Rt.  Luynes*  is  a  small  town  at  the 
opening  of  a  valley  into  the  Loire, 
backed  by  a  ItmestoDe  cliff,  pierced 
with  numerous  cave  dwellings,  on  the 
top  of  which  stands  the  old  cak&,  com- 
manding the  country  around.  It  was 
the  residence  of  the  seigneurs  of 
Luynes^  and  among  them  ^  the  first 
duke,  the  fiivourite  of  Louis  XIIL, 
and  CoostaUe  of  France,  who  gave  his 
own  name  to  the  castle  and  town,  pre- 
viously called  de  Maill^,  1619.  Not 
fiir  off  are  the  ruins  of  an  aqueduct, 
said  to  be  Roman,  of  which  nearly 
50  square  pillars  and  8  arches  remain. 
Luynes  is  the  birth-place  of  Paul 
liouisCourrier,  the'cdebrated  politi- 
cal writer ;  he  was  found  shot  dead 

♦.P^rfJloffil.i.10  Luynes.;   : 


near  his  own  rendence^' Veretz,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Cher,  not  far  from  this^ 
1825. 

A  little  below  Luynes  is, 

Rt.,  Cinq  Mars,  or  more  correctly 
St.  Mars,  since  the  name  is  supposed 
to  be  a  contraction  of  St.  Medard* 
Near  this  village  whose  ruined  castle 
gave  a  title  to  another  fiivourite  of 
Louis  XIIL,  who  fell  by  the  exe- 
cutioner's axe,  under  the  relentless 
rule  of  Cardinal  Richelieu,  is  the  ourK* 
ous  ancient  monument  csJled  La  Pib 
de  Cinq  Mart,  a  square  tower  of  briok^ 
92  ft.  high  and  IS  ft.  wide  on  each 
face,  surmounted  originally  by  5  pin- 
nacles lO  ft.  high,  one  of  which  was 
thrown  down  by  a  storm,  1751.  Its 
origin,  use,  and  age  of  the  pile,  ar6 
equally  unknown.  Some  attribute 
it  to  the  Romans,  others  to  the  Celts^ 
It  is  destitute  of  door,  window,  or 
other  opening,  and  is  perfectly  solid. 
On  the  S.  face  th^  bricks  are  arranged 
so  as  to  form  12  compartments.  It 
was  probably  a  funereal  monument. 

The  traveller  continues  to  pass  en* 
tire  villages  cut  in  the  yellow  chalk 
rock,  or  tujffeau,  whenever  it  rises  into 
cUffii  favourable  for  human  habita- 
tions. 

L.  The  Cher,  after  running  parallel 
with  the  Loire  for  about  15  m.,  entent 
it  a  little-above  CSnq  Mars,  but  sends 
off  a  branch  which  continues  to  run 
parallel  with  it  until  it  joins  the  Indre^ 
9  m..  lower  down. 

Rt.Langeaisf,  another  little  town, 
has  also  a  cMtle,  in  tolerable  preserva* 
tion,  which  is  remarkable  because  the 
marriage  of  Charles  VIII.  with  Anne 
of  Brittany  was  celebrated  within  its 
walls-— an  event  which  united  that 
important  province  to  France.  The 
gate-house  serves  as  a  gaol.  This 
castle  was  built,  in  the  13th  century, 
by  Pierre  de  la  Brosse,  minister  of 
Fliilippe  le  Hardi,  after  ha^g  been 
barber  to  his  predecessor  St.  Loui& 
He  ended  his  career  on  the  gibbet  of 
Montfiiu9on,    being  hung  for  high 
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treason  in  poisoning  his  master's  son 
and  accusing  the  queen  of  the  crime. 

Rt.  Near  St.  Patrice  is  the  Cha- 
teau of  Rochecotte,  where  the  &mous 
Chouan  leader  of  that  name  was  bom ; 
it  belongs  to  the  Duchesse  de  Dino, 
now  Princesse  de  Talleyrand,  who 
was  often  visited  here  by  her  uncle, 
M.  de  Talleyrand. 

Bt  Trois  Volets.* 

li.  Nearly  opposite  this,  backed  by 
a  wooded  hill,  is  the  Chateau  d'Uss^, 
belonging  to  one  of  the  family  of  La^ 
rochejacquelin,  but  partly  built  by 
Vauban,  its  original  owner. 

Rt.  Chouz^f,  on  the  confines  of 
Touraine.  Near  this,  if  any  where,  the 
Talley  of  the  Loire  exhibits  its  garden- 
like character,  an  exuberant  vegeta- 
tion, with  trees  of  large  growth,  capa- 
ble of  furnishing  some  shade  to  the  road, 
•-—  among  them  the  graceful  feathery 
acacia,  which  also  forms  the  hedges,-— 
vines,  Indian  corn,  and  mulberry- 
trees,  prevail.  At  Fort  Boulet  the 
Loir  is  crossed  by  a  wire  suspension- 
bridge  of  5  spans,  leading  to 

L.,  Candes,  opposite  to  which  place 
we  pass  out  of  Touraine  into  Anjou. . 

L.  The  river Viennejhere  pours  itself 
into  the  Loire ;  and  immediately  be- 
low it  stands  the  pretty  white  town  of 
Candes,  where  St.  Martin  of  Tours 
breathed  his  last.  It  has  an  interest- 
ing church,  of  which  the  apsidal 
choir  seems  to  be  of  the  12th  century, 
and  the  nave  of  the  13th  (1215).  Its 
S.  porch  is  remarkable,  though  much 
mutilated  ;  fourteen  statues  in  trefoil- 
headed  niches  adorn  the  fa9ade,  with 
smaller  niches  below  them  filled  with 
heads.  The  porch  itself  is  a  vestibule 
supported  by  a  light  central  column, 
in  the  manner  of  the  chapter-houses  of 
English  cathedrals.  The  W.  end  is 
flanked  on  either  side  by  a  machico- 
lated  buttress,  and  includes  a  circular 
window,  now  stopped  up.  The  tomb 
of  St.  Martin  is  shown  in  this  church. 
The  possession  of  his  remains  was 
warmly  contested  between  the  Poite- 
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vins  and  Tourangeaux.  About  10  m. 
from  Candes,  up  the  valley  of  the 
Vienne,  is  Chinon  (Route  57.).  A 
small  brook  alone  separates  Candes 
from  Montsoreau,  whose  castle,  now 
parcelled  out  among  poor  people,  was 
the  seat  of  that  cruel  Comte  de  Mont- 
soreau who  became  the  executioner  of 
the  Protestants  of  Anjou,  by  carry- 
ing out  the  infamous  St.  Bartholomew 
decrees  of  Charles  IX. 

3  m.  up  the  little  retired  and 
wooded  valley  behind  Montsereau  lies 
the  Abb^  of  Fontevrauli,  one  of  the 
richest  in  France  in  ancient  times, 
where  150  nuns  and  70  monks  sub- 
mitted to  the  rule  of  an  abbess,  who 
was  always  a  lady  of  high  degree. 
This  singular  establishment,  which 
thus  combined  members  of  both  sexes, 
was  founded  by  a  Breton  monk,  Robert 
d'Arbrissel,  1099;  and,  spite  of  the 
scope  for  scandal,  maintained  its  ex- 
istence for  nine  centuries,  down  to. 
the  Revolution.  It  has  an  interest 
to  Englishmen,  from  having  been  the 
burial-place  of  several  of  our  Planta- 
genet  kings,  A  road  now  tolerably 
good  (1841)  leads  to  the  poor  vil- 
lage of  Fontevrault,  where  the  inn 
(Croix  Blanche)  does  not  look  pro- 
mising. 

The  abbey  is  now  converted  into  a 
prison  (Maison  Centrale  de  Deten- 
tion): the  entrance  is  in  the  little 
place  close  to  the  inn.  The  prison 
is  not  shown  without  an  order  from 
the  pr^et ;  but  no  objection  is  made 
to  admit  strangers  into  the  church  to 
see  the  tombs,  which  they  can  do 
without  coming  in  contact  with  the 
prisoners.  Above  the  abbey  build- 
ing rises  a  singular  octagonal  tower, 
or  oratory,  called  Tour  dTEvrault ;  it 
dates  from  the  12th  century. 

The  church,  approached  by  a 
covered  way,  from  which  you  look 
through  loop-holes  into  the  prison 
yards,  is  a  very  ancient  buUding, 
supposed  to  have  been  begun  by 
Foulques,  5th  Comte  d' Anjou,  1125. 
Its  nave  is  now  partitioned  off,  and, 
by  the  introduction  of  2  floors,  is  con- 
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verted  into  dormitories  for  the  prison- 
ers. The  Royal  monuments  are  now 
placed  in  the  S.  transept,  enclosed  by 
bolts  and  bars  and  grilles,  in  a  dark 
comer;  their  mutilated  visages  and 
broken  limbs  bearing  testimony  to 
the  violence  of  the  Vandals  of  the 
Revolution,  who  tore  them  up  in 
order  to  rifle  the  graves  of  their  con- 
tents. The  royal  dust  of  2  kings  and 
2  queens  was  scattered.  The  effigies, 
in  spite  of  the  injuries  they  received, 
are  interesting  from  the  evident  marks 
they  exhibit  of  being  portraits ;  they 
retain  still  a  little  of  the  colouring 
with  which  they  were  ornamented. 
They  are  recumbent  statues  of  Henry 
II.  and  Richard  Coeur  de  Lion,  re- 
presented in  their  royal  robes  without 
armour  ;  the  drapery  of  complicated 
execution.  Richard  is  remarkable  for 
Kis  lofty  stature  (6^  ft)  and  broad 
forehead;  he  wears  moustache  and  a 
beard ;  his  hair  is  cut  short.  The  two 
female  effigies  are  in  better  preserva- 
tion ;  they  represent  Eleanor  of  Gui- 
enne,  queen  of  Henry  II.,  and  Isa- 
belle  d'Angouleme,  widow  of  King 
John ;  the  last  a  statue  of  considerable 
beauty.  It  is  much  to  be  desired  that 
these  neglected  effigies  of  our  kings 
should  be  transferred  from  their  dark 
prison-house  to  Westminster  Abbey, 
where  they  would  form  an  interesting 
link  in  the  series  of  British  historical 
sculpture.  There  can  be  no  longer 
any  harm  in  separating  them  from 
graves  rifled  and  empty,  and  from  an 
abbey  now  become  a  prison.  The 
French  government  owes  us  some 
return  for  our  ready  compliance  with 
its  wishes  to  possess  the  bones  of 
Napoleon. 

The  body  of  Henry  II.  was  brought 
hither  from  the  neighbouring  royal 
residence  of  Chinon,  and  laid  in  the 
sanctuary  previously  to  interment. 
When  Richard, .  bis  undutifril  son, 
approached,  the  dead  body  is  said 
to  have  shuddered  convulsively,  and 
to  have  sweated  drops  of  blood  while 
he  remained  in  its  presence ;  "  the 
very  corpse,  as  it  were,  abhorring  and 


'  accusing  him  of  his  unnatural  con- 
duct." 

L.  Souze,  a  little  below  Montso- 
reau,  contains  a  castellated  mansion, 
behind  which  are  vast  excavations  in 
the  rock,  which  is  pierced  through 
and  through  like  a  rabbit  warren  to 
furnish  dwellings  for  people  of  the 
poorer  sort. 

L.  Still  lower  down  is  Dampierre, 
where  Margaret  of  Am'ou  ended  a 
life  of  ambition  and  sorrow,  in  misery 
and  poverty,  in  a  house  granted  to  h^ 
by  Louis  XL,  who  had  ransomed  her 
at  the  price  of  50,000  crowns  from 
the  hands  of  Edward  I V. ,  after  5  years 
of  imprisonment,  dating  from  the 
battle  of  Tewkesbury. 

L.  The  approach  to  Saumur  is 
marked  by  the  number  of  windmills 
on  the  heights,  below  which  stands 
the  domed  church  of  N5tre  Dame 
des  Ardilliers.  Beneath  its  cupola 
runs  an  inscription  celebrating  the 
suppression  of  heresy  throughout  his 
dominions,  and  the  expulsion  of  its. 
followers  by  Louis  XIV. ;  a  subject 
rather  of  shame  than  of  boast,  on  a. 
spot  which  suffered  in  turn  the  mas- 
sacre of  St.  Bartholomew,  the  atro- 
cities of  the  Dragonnades,  and  finally 
ruin  from  the  revocation  of  the  Edict 
of  Nantes. 

The  conyent  attached  to  this  church 
is  now  the  Hospice  de  la  Providence, 
attended  by  charitable  sisters :  a  por- 
tion of  the  patients,  including  the 
insane,  are  lodged  in  cells  and  vast 
dormitories  cut  in  the  cliff  behind. 

Rt  La  Croix  Verte  *,  a  suburb  tfk 
Saumur,  at  the  extremity  of  the 
bridge  opposite  to  the  town,  con- 
tains the  post-house. 

L.  Saumur — Inns:  Belvedere,  on 
the  quay,  well  placed  and  good ;  floe 
view  from  its  top :  Hotel  de  Lon- 
dres.  Rue  Porte  Fouchard. 

This  cheerful  white  town  is  one  of 
the  most  picturesque  on  the  Loire. 
Seen  from  the  river  or  the  bridge, 

*  Post  road.  — 16  Croix  Verte.  4  kilom. 
extra  are  paid  by  those  who  take  the  horsef 
into  or  from  Saumur. 

K  5 


202- 


jRouie  5B*  —  The  Lov^  C.  —  StmmurJ'     Sect,  III. 


its  quflint  H5tel  de  Ville,  near  the 
water  side,  surmounted  by  a  tent-like 
nxyf  and  pinnacled  turrets,  its  church 
sfnres  and  towers,  surmounted  by  the 
csastle  behind,  have  a  very  pleasing 
effiBct.  The  town  itself,  however,  is 
torpid,  though  its  population  amounts 
to  15,000  souls,  and  it  does  not  possess 
many  curiosities. 

On  the  handsome  quay,  which  lines 
the  river,  stand  a  modern  edifice 
which  combines  theatre  and  market- 
Iiouse,  and  themtique  Hdtd  de  FiHe,  a 
square  building  of  red  and  white  stone, 
smrmounted  by  a  peaked  roof  as  high 
as  its  walls,  with  a  cornice  of  trefoiled 
machicolations  running  under  it,  and 
turrets  or  bartizans  in  its  corners.  It 
was  anciently  included  in  the  f<n*tifiea- 
tions,  and  joined  the  town  walls,  and, 
therefore,  has  few  openings  in  the  lower 
part.  The  front  towarck  the  court-yard 
has  not  the  same  castellated  character, 
but  is  enriched  with  florid  Gothic  orna- 
ments, very  elegant,  and  recently 
restored.  The  &te  of  the  building 
is  probably  the  15th  century,  about 
the  time  of  Louis  XI.  The  upper 
story  U  converted  into  a  Museum. 
The  best  part  of  its  limited  collections 
are  the  antiquities  found  in  the  depart^ 
ment ;  such  as  Roman- vases,  statues, 
spear-heads,  axes,  &c.  of  bronze; 
a  complete  set  of  Roman  carpenter's 
tools,  RomSan  weights,  glass,  cinerary 
urns  (80  of  them  dug  up  in  one  spot), 
pottery,  &c.  But  its  chief  curiosity 
is  a  Roman  trumpet  of  bronze,  5  ffc. 
long.  Among  the  Celtic  remains  are 
flieveral  stone  axes,  dug  up  un^er  one 
of  the  Dolmen  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  a  Druid  knife  of  flint,  from  that 
of  Bois  Berard. 

Si.  Pierre,  the  principal  church,  in 
the  c^tre  of  the  town,  is  disfigured 
by  a-  modern  Italian  fa9ade,  and  its 
massy  tower  is  surmounted  by  a  re- 
cent spire.  Its  interior,  origin^ly 
built  without  aisles,  in  the  Angevine 
fiuliion,  has  had  side  chapels  added. 
It  is  in  the  pointed  style. 

More  curious  for  its  age  and  archi- 
tecture is  the  church  Ndtre  Dame  de 


NantiMyt'on  the  outskirts  of  the  town. 
The  oldest  parts,  the  N.  side,  the  nave, 
and  £.  apse,  in  the  Romanesque  style, 
have  had  a  date  referred  to  the  5th  or 
6th,  but  cannot  be  older  than  the  1 1th 
century.    The  S.  aisle  is  an  addition  of 
the  1 5th  century,  nearly  as  wide  as  the 
nave  itself,  and  the  pillars  between  are 
nothing  more  than  the  old  buttresses. 
Theroof  of  thenave  is  slightly  pointed,' 
with  platC'bands  running  across  from 
pier  to  pier.     In  the  S.  aisle  is  the 
oratory  of  Louis  XI.     Against  one 
of  the  piers  is  a  bas-relief  of  Christ 
preaching  in  the  wilderness,  renewed 
1830.     The  church  is  hung  with  cu- 
rious antique  tapestries,  probably  of 
the  16th  century,  productions  of  the 
looms  of  Flanders,  if  we  may  judge 
by  the  style  of  art     In  one,  repre*' 
senting  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,   the 
soldiers  are  making  use  of  match- 
locks.     In   this  church   are  buried 
Gilles,  Archbishop  of  Tyre,  keeper  oi 
the  seals  of  St.  Loiits,  whose  crozier 
is  preserved  here,  and  the  nurse  of  king 
Ren^  of  Anjou. 

The  castie,  standing  conspicuously 
on  the  top  of  the  ridge  which  rises 
like  a  wall  above  the  town  (Sous-le- 
mur is  a  fanciful  derivation  of  its 
name),  b  only  worth  entering  for 
the  view  from  its  terraced  bastions, 
over  the  Loire  and  the  rich  flat  land 
on  either  side  of  it,  not  forgetting  the 
pretty  gardens  at  the  base  of  the  walls. 
The  tall  Donjon,  circular  below  and 
octagonal  above,  and  flanked  by  four 
turrets,  is  a  magasine  for  powder  and 
fire-arms,  and  is  shut  to  strangers. 

The  wise  Protestant  leader,  Du- 
plessis  Momay,  was  appointed  go- 
vernor by  Henri  IV.,  and  under  his 
prudent  and  fostering  care  Saumur 
was  a  stronghold  of  the  Protestants, 
and  a  flourishing  town  of  25,000  in- 
habitants. The  revocation  of  the 
Edict  of  Nantes  annihilated  its  pro- 
sperity, by  expelling  the  industrious 
Huguenots,  and  ^reduced  its  popula- 
tion to  one  fourth. 

One  of  the  greatest  exploits  of  the 
Vendean   army  was  the  capture  of 
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Sauniur,  1793,  June  10,  by  storming 
tiie  heights,  on  which  the  republiean 
army,  15,000  strong,  had  fbnned  an 
entrenched  camp,  defended  by  100 
pieces  of  artillery.  Henri  de  La* 
rochejaoqudin  forced  the  entrench- 
ments of  the  town  from  the  side  of 
tlie  meadows  of  Varen,  exciting  his 
Mlowers  to  tiie  capture  of  a  redoute 
by  throwing  his  hat,  conspicuous  for 
its  white  plume,  into  the  midst  of  the 
enemy,  crying,  **  Qui  va  me  le  cher- 
eher  ?  "  ~«an  appeal  not  lost  upon  his 
followers,  especially  when  enforced 
by  his  own  example  in  taking  the 
lead.  Foremost  of  his  band,  with  only 
60  of  his  men  to  back  him,  he  forced 
his  way  into  the  town,  clearing  the 
streets  before  him  as  fiw  as  the  bridge. 
Here  seizing  two  cannon,  he  turned 
Hiem  against  the  enemy,  drove  them 
quite  across  the  river  and  on  the  road 
towards  Tours,  thus  separating  them 
from  the  garrison  of  the  castle,  which 
surrendered  the  day  following.  The 
Vendeans  obtained  this  victory  with  a 
loss  of  only  60  killed  and  100  wounded, 
together  with  80  pieces  of  cannon, 
10,000  muskets,  and  1 1,000  prisoners, 
who  were  released  after  having  one 
ude  of  their  heads  shaved,  and  pro- 
mising not  to  serve  against  La  Ven- 
due —humane  conditions,  contrasting 
strongly  with  the  atrocious  system  of 
massacreing  their  prisoners,  already 
adopted  by  the  Republicans  at  the 
command  of  the  ConventioD. 

Detailed  from  the  town,  to  the 
B,  W.,  on  the  rt.  hand,  as  you  issue 
out  of  the  main  street,  is  the  EcdU  de 
CavaleHe,  for  the  instruction,  in  all 
branches  of  information  suited  to  their 
profession,  of  between  SOO  and  400 
sous-officiers,  who  are  drafM  hence 
into  di£ferent  regiments  to  instruct 
their  corps.  There  are  large  riding- 
schooisy  covered  and  open,  in  which 
the  various  exercises  of  the  manage 
are  performed  with  much  precision. 
This  establishment  was  transferred 
from  Angers  hither  at  the  latter  end 
of  the  last  century. 

Some  remains  of  the  old  fortifica- 


tions may  be  seen  in  the  Rue  du  Petit 
Mail;  they  consist  of  two  feudal 
towers  and  a  prison-house.  In  the 
quartier  des  JPonta,  the  suburb  which 
fills  the  ^island  on  which  the  bridge 
rests,  is  a  house  built  by  King  Ren6 
of  Anjou,  and  called  Idaiton  de  la 
Heine  Cicile  (de  Sicile).  Its  once 
highly  ornamented  front,  in  the  latest 
Gothic,  not  unlike  that  of  the  H.  dd 
Ville  in  style,  has  been  so  deplorably 
defaced  that  it  retains  little  interest 
but  it  may  still  be  worthy  to  employ 
the  artist's  pencil. 

Within  about  2  m.  of  Saumur,  on 
the  S.,  stands  one  of  the  largest,  most 
perfect,  and  best  preserved  Druidical 
monuments  in  France.  It  is  of  the 
kind  called  Dolmen  (  R.  9. ;  see  p.  40.  )^ 
and  may  be  termed  a  hut  formed  of 
huge  blocks  of  unhewn  stone,  set  up* 
right  to  form  the  walls,  with  others 
laid  across  them  for  a  roof,  in  the  man* 
ner  of  a  house  of  cards.  This  rude 
cot  measures  more  tlum  80  ft.  ill 
length,  yet  consists  of  only  18  stonesj* 
4  on  each  of  the  sides  and  on  the  roof, 
one  at  the  W.  end,  which  is  dosed, 
another  at  the  E.,  now  thrown  down, 
serving  as  a  threshold  over  which  you 
step  to  the  present  doorway,  formed 
by  bricking  up  the  mouth.  The 
largest  stone  measures  24  ft.  by  21  ft. 
The  stones  are  set  so  close,  that  ori- 
ginally a  man  could  not  force  his  body 
between  them.  Itie  blocks  com* 
posing  it  are  of  the  sandstone  found 
in  this  district,  but  not  near  at  hand, 
nor  near  the  surfece.  Among  the  ad- 
joining vineyards  stands  an  upright 
stone,  also  of  Celtic  origin.  Near 
Riou,  not  fer  off,  on  the  top  of  an 
eminence,  is  another  cot,  called  Pierre- 
emtverte,  formed  of  only  6  stones,  in 
the  manner  of  Kits  Coity  house  in 
Kent. 

The  road-  to  ^ese  Druidic  stones, 
on  issuing  out  of  Saumur,  crosses  the 
small  river  Thoue  by  a  handsome  new 
bridge  of  S  segmental  arches,  called 
Pont  Fouchard,  thence  by  cross  roads 
proceeds  to  the  village  of  Bagneux, 
beyond  which  they  are  situated. 

K  6 


204 


BouU  58.  —  The  Loire,  C.  —  St  Maur.       Sect.  III. 


Anne  LefiSbre,  who  beeame  Ma- 
dame Daeier,  the  learned  translator 
of  Homer,  was  bom  at  Saumur. 

DiUgencet  daily  to  Tours,  Angers, 
and  Nantes ;  to  Le  Mans ;  Chinon, 
Cholet;  Poitiers  and  Bordeaux; 
to  Niort  and  Saintes. 

SUam^hoaU,  The  ascending  boat 
from  Angers  and  Nantes  arrives  here 
about  10  A«M. ;  the  descending  boat 
from  Tours  about  1 2.  They  bring  to 
lor  a  few  minutes  opposite  the  Bel- 
vedere. 

L.  The  Ecole  de  Cavalerie  is  seen 
as  you  quit  Saumur.  The  whiteness 
of  the  houses  about  Saumur  is  re- 
markable, and  arises  from  the  pure 
eolour  of  the  stone,  which,  being 
readily  cut,  is  formed  into  smooth, 
nicely- jointed  masonry,  and  gives  even 
to  humble  cottages  the  aspect  of  villas. 
They  add  much  to  the  pleasing  cha- 
racter of  the  country,  peering  from 
amidst  the  luxuriant  foliage.  Acacia 
hedges,  vines,  and  walnut  trees,  with 
orchards  and  rich  crops  of  com,  cover 
this  really  beautiful  district,  upon 
which  all  the  bounties  of  nature  seem 
ito  have  been  lavished. 

L.  The  village  of  Tuffeau  receives 
its  name  from  its  quarries  of  tu&, 
worked  into  vast  subterranean  cata- 
jDombs,  which  have  furnished  building 
materials  for  the  surrounduig  district. 

Xi.  Treves  is  conspicuous  owing  to 
its  pretty  Gothic  tower,  100  ft.  high. 
It  was  built  by  Foulques  d*Anjou, 
1016,  and  given  by  Charles  VII.  to 
bis  Chancellor,  Robert-le-Ma9on,  for 
saving  his  life  at  the  capture  of  Paris 
by  the  Burgundians :  it  is  carefully 
kept  *up  by  its  present  owner.  Not 
£fir  off  is  the  ChurcKof  CunauU,  at- 
tributed to  King  Dagobert,  and 
though  not  of  his  time,  at  least  of 
great  antiquity  :  1 1th  to  1 3th  century. 

Rt.  Les  Hosiers.  L.  Nearly  op- 
posite, the  very  ancient  Church  of 
Gennes  rises  on  the  top  of  a  hill :  it 
is  dedicated  to  St  Eusebe,  and  is  said 
to  have  been  used  by  the  early  Chris- 
tians. The  ruined  nave  is  built  of 
small  stones,  alternating  with  bands 


of  tiles  in  the  fashion  of  Roman  ma- 
sonry. The  N.  door  is  arched  with 
bricks  intermingled  with  stones,  and 
in  the  wall  above  is  a  row  of  small 
semicircular  arches.  Gennes  lies  in  a 
remarkably  pretty  situation,  on  a 
streamlet  called  Avert. 

Xi.  The  vast  conventual  buildings 
of  St,  Maur,  with  sixteen  windows  on 
a  row  in  front,  deserve  to  be  looked 
upon  with  respect  as  the  retreat  of 
those  learned  and  laborious  Benedic- 
tines who,  in  the  1 7th  century,  by  the 
patronage  of  Richelieu,  1621,  com- 
piled those  ponderous  folios— -stores 
of  learning  and  erudition,  —<<  L*Art 
de  veriHer  les  Dates,**  **  Gallia  Chris- 
tiana,**— the  Collection  of  French  His- 
torians—  the  Monumental  Antiqui- 
ties, &c  "  Works  of  general  and 
permanent  advantage  to  the  world  at 
large ;  showing  that  the  revenues  of 
the  Benedictines  were  not  always 
spent  in  self-indulgence,  and  that  the 
members  of  that  order  did  not  uni- 
formly slumber  in  sloth  and  indo- 
lence.'*— Sir  W.  Scott,  Among  the 
most  eminent  names  which  distin- 
guished this  society  of  learned  monks 
are  those  of.  Felibien,  Mont&ucont 
Vaisette,  Lobineau,  and  Mabillon. 

A  wire  bridge  of  5  or  6  arches  has 
just  been  constructed  (1842)  at 

Rt.  St  Mathurin*,  nearly  opposite 
St  Maur.  At  Dagu^ni^re,  a  little 
lower,  the  Lev^s  de  la  Loire  (see 
p.  184.)  terminate,  after  running  by 
the  river  side  from  Blois  hither,  a  dis- 
tance of  nearly  100  miles ;  and  here 
the  road  to  Angers  f  and  Nantes  turns 
away  from  the  Loire,  to  rejoin  it  about 
20  m.  lower  down. 

Below  this  the  Loire  is  split  into 
a  number  of  channels  by  considerable 
islands,  which  are  connected  together 
by  a  series  of  4  bridges  of  more  than 
100  antiquated  arches  of  wood  and 
stone,  equally  inconvenient  for  boats, 


*  Poii  road  from  Saumur.* 
15  Les  Rosiers, 
10  St.  Mathurin. 

t  21  Angers,  on  the  Mayenne,  isMeicribed 
taiR.46. 
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which  pass  under,  and  vehicles,  which 
go  over  them,  measuring  altogether 
about  4,600  ft. 

Rt.  Fonts  de  Ce. 

A  town  of  3,.520  inhabitants,  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Loire,  which  is  here 
nearly  2  m«  distant  from  the  1.  bank. 
It  is  about  4  m.  from  Angers  (R.46.). 
Some  anUquaries  have  attributed  its 
origin  to  Ce-sar,  who,  according  to 
them,  also  bequeathed  to  it  the  first 
syllable  of  his  name— a  theory  which 
is  considerably  thwarted  by  the  fact, 
that  the  name  was  anciently  written 
Fonts  de  Scez.  The  bridges  form  an 
important  passage  over  the  Loire.  A 
bloody  engagement  was  fought  here 
in  the  Vendean  war,  1 799. 

Coaches  run  several  times  a  day 
between  Fonts  de  Ce  and  Angers, 
p.  157. 

L.  About  7  m.  S.  E.  of  Fonts  de 
Ce  is  the  Chaieau  de  Brissac,  seat  of 
the  noble  and  ancient  &mily  of  that 
name,  consisting  of  a  handsome  Italian 
palazzo,  between  two  older  castellated 
round  towers,  of  such  solid  construction 
that  it  was  found  impossible  to  remove 
them  when  the  centre  was  built,  and 
they  were  in  consequence  amalga- 
mated  with  it.  It  is  conspicuous  for 
the  red  colour  of  the  stone.  The 
general  effect  of  its  fa9ade,  though  of 
a  mixed  character,  is  stately  and  good, 
but  the  details  of  carving  have  been 
destroyed  by  mutilations. 

It  was  ransacked,  stripped,  and  dis- 
mantled during  the  Vendean  war,  and 
returned  to  the  Due  de  Brissac  at  the 
Restoration  a  mere  shell.  He  has 
repaired  and  refitted  it  with  much 
taste,  filling  it  with  antique  furniture 
and  fiimily  portraits,  among  which 
is  one  of  the  Mardchal  de  Brissac  in 
the  time  of  Louis  XIV. 

L.  The  Loire  is  joined  by  the 
Maine  (called  .Mayenne  above  An- 
gers)  about  6  m.  below  Fonts  de  C^. 
On  the  point  of  land  between  them 
stands  the  village  of  La  Fointe,  where 
are  numerous  white  villas  and^walled 
gardens  of  the  citizens  of  Angers. 

The  steamers,  both   in  ascending 


and  descending  the  Loire,  penetrate 
up  the  Maine  to  touch  at  Angers. 

Below  the  junction  of  the  Mayne 
the  Loire  is  sensibly  augmented  in 
expanse  and  depth,  and  its  banks  at- 
tain a  more  considerable  elevation 
than  above,  rising  into  hills,  often  in 
abrupt  precipices  from  the  water's 
edge. 

Rt.  One  of  these  heights,  called 
Coulee  de  Serrant,  is  clothed  with, 
vines,  the  growth  of  which  is  much 
esteemed.  The  Chateau  de  Serrant, 
the  stately  mansion  of  Count  Walsh, 
is  one  of  the  finest  on  the  Loire,  and 
is  situated  3  m.  from  the  river,  be- 
tween it  and  the  high  road  to  Nantes. 
Its  gardens,  park,  and  orangery  are 
said  to  be  fine  and  well  kept  up.  In 
the  chapel  is  a  marble  monument  by 
Coysevoix  to  the  Marquis  de  Vaubrun, 
killed  at  the  passage  of  the  Rhine. 

The  family  is  of  Irish  origin,  hav- 
ing  emigrated  with  James  II.  A 
portrait  of  the  Fretender,  still  in 
their  possession,  was  a  gift  from  him 
to  their  ancestor,  who  fitted  out  the 
vessel  which  conveyed  Charles  Ed- 
ward from  Nantes  to  Scotland  in 
1745. 

The  pretty  wooded  He  de  B^huard 
contains  a  ehapd  of  Our  Lady,  fisunded 
on  a  rock,  whose  uneven  surihce  forms 
its  floor,  and  projects  upwards  in  a 
point  4  for  5  ft.  high.  It  was  fi»r 
ages  a  place  of  pilgrimage,  and  was 
visited  with  superstitious  veneration 
by  Louis  XL,  whose  fiided  portrait 
is  still  hung  up  within  it,  and  by 
his  son,  and  both  lavished  on  it  con- 
siderable gifts.  By  accident  it  was 
forgotten  at  the  Revolution,  and  re- 
muns  undespoiled,  retaining  many 
ex  votos,  some  church  plate,  &;c. 

Its  walls,  still  retaining  the  fleurs  de 
lis  and  other  coats  of  arms  with  which 
they  were  painted,  are  hung  with  the 
chains  of  Christian  captives  rescued 
from  Algiers. 

Rt.  The  church  of  the  small  town 
of  Savenieres  (pop.  2500),  opposite 
the  He  B^huard,  has  parts  of  extreme 
antiquity.     The  front  and  part  of  the 
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S.  wall  of  the  lunrey  of  singularly  con- 
stnieted  masonry,  consisting  of  black 
date  alternating  with  bands  or  layers 
of  red  tiles,  arranged  in  fern-leaf 
pattern,  intermixed  with  white  tufii 
fliones,  are  probably  as  old  as  the  6th 
or  tth  century.  The  doorway  is 
mcnre  modern.  The  choir  and  £.  apse, 
added  in  the  11th  or  12th  century, 
display  on  their  external  walls  and 
around  the  windows,  rich  Byzantine 
ornaments  and  mouldings. 

L.  Hie  triple  rock  of  Rochefort 
was  anciently  crowned  by  a  fortress, 
of  which]  nt(Hihing  now  remains  but 
a  fbvr  fragmemts  of  walL  It  was  de- 
stroyed by  lieArl  IV.,  1598. 

Between  (L  )  the  picturesque  town 
of  Chalonnes,  surmounted  by  the 
fl^foare  tower  of  its  castle,  and  (rt.)  St. 
George  (at  some  distance  from  the 
Loir,  on  the  high  road),  the  river 
traverses  a  small  coal  field,  which 
has  been  worked  to  a  considerable 
extent  of  late,  though  it  produces 
only  an  inferior  quality  of  coal. 

At  Chalonnes  another  suspension- 
bridge  has  been  thrown  over  the 
Loire. 

L.  The  eminence  crowned  with  a 
modern-looking  ruin,  through  whose 
numerous  windows  and  roofless  walls 
the  sky  appears,  is  Mont  Jan ;  whose 
name,  according  to  etymologists,  has 
something  to  do  with  Janus — though 
they  cannot  exactly  agree  what  the 
connection  is.  The  ruins  are  those  of 
a  convent  of  Cordeliers :  it  had  been 
oonverted  into  a  sort  of  state  prison, 
of  which  the  monks  were  the  gaolers, 
when  it  was  burnt  during  the  Ven- 
dean  war. 

Rt.  Champtoce*,  a  little  village  op- 
posite Mont  Jan,  and  situated  on  the 
post  road,  which  here  again  joins  the 
Loire,  is  surmounted  by  the  imposing 
rains  of  a  feudal  castle,  celebrated 
from  the  crimes  of  its  owner  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  VII.,  the  infamous 
GiUes  de  Retz,   Sieur  de  Laval,   a 


*  ?^  watf.  -from  Angers. 
8  ChamptocS. 


monster  in  human  shape,  the  bugbear' 
of  the  surrounding  country,  called 
Barbe  Bleu,  and  the  original  of  our 
well  known  Blue  Beard;  who,  although 
clothed  by  us  in  a  turban,  in  reality 
comes  from  the  banks  of  the  Loire.' 
His  history  afifords  a  remarkable  in* 
stance  of  the  superstitions  of  the  15th 
century,  and  of  the  impunity  for  hia 
atrocities  which  a  feudal  seigneur  en- 
joyed in  that  dark  age.  Having  run 
through  an  enormous  fortune  by  ex- 
travagance, and  impaired  by  excesses 
his  constitution  in  early  youth,  the 
Sieur  de  Retz  sought  to  renovate 
both  by  magic.  He  kept  in  his  pay 
an  Italian  alchemist  and  magician^ 
who  induced  him  to  believe  that  a 
charm  could  be  produced  from  the 
blood  of  in&nts,  which  would  restore 
him  to  health  and  fortune  by  using  it 
as  a  bath.  For  this  end  children  and 
young  persons  were  spirited  away  and 
murdered  in  the  deep  dungeons  of  his 
castles  or  in  the  solitude  of  his  forests^ 
to  the  number,  it  was  said,  of  more  than 
100 ;  he  himself,  in  most  cases,  plunge 
ing  the  poignard  in  th^r  breasts. 
At  length  the  whole  country  rose  up 
against  the  tyrant ;  and  his  suzerain, 
Duke  Jean  V.  of  Brittany,  havintf 
heard  the  charges  against  him,  caused 
hhn  to  be  seized  and  tried  :  he  was 
found  guilty,  condemned,  and  burnt 
at  the  stake  in  Nantes  in  1440, 
after  making  full  confession  of  his 
misdeeds.  The  peasant  still  regards 
with  horror  the  ill-omened  walls  and 
vaults  in  which  the  monster  ndsed 
the  devil,  and  sold  himself  to  Satan, 
according  to  the  popular  belief; 

Rt.  Ingrande,  a  long  line  of  houses 
raised  upon  a  terraced  wall  stretching 
along  the  strand,  is  placed  exactly  on 
the  boundary  of  ancient  Brittany  and 
Anjou^  and  between  the  modem  de- 
partments of  Loire*  Inferieur  and 
Maine-et- Loire.  The  name  was  ori* 
ginally  "  Ingressus  Andium,"  the  en- 
trance of  the  country  of  the  Andes,  Le. 
the  Angevine. 

Rt.  At  Montrelais  are  extenave 
coal  mines,  some  of  the  pits  extending 
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under  the  rWer.  The  coal  is  not  good 
enough  for  the  steamers,  which  bum 
EngHsh  coals. 

£.  The  heights  of  St.  Florent  are 
marked  hj  two  piles  of  building; 
the  vast  but  not  picturesque  ruins 
of  the  Abbey  of  Montglonne,  whose 
foundation  is  traced  to  Charlemagne, 
burnt  down  and  destroyed  by  the 
republicans  in  the  Vendean  war ;  and 
a  little  below  it,  the  church  of  St. 
Florent,  surmounted  by  a  modem- 
looking  tower,  by  the  side  of  which 
rises  a  PiBar  to  the  memory  of 
the  brave  Vendean  general  Bon- 
champs,  but  now  surmounted,  as  if 
in  insult  and  mockery,  by  the  symbol 
of  reyolution,  which  he  died  in  com- 
batting, the  drapeau  tricolor.  Wounded 
mortally  in  the  fatal  fray  of  Chollet, 
he  was  brought  hither  by  the  routed 
Vendeans  to  die,  and  closed  his  career 
with  an  act  of  mercy  in  sparing  the 
lives  of  4000  republican  prisoners,  who 
had  been  taken  and  shut  up  in  the 
church,  and  against  whom  the  irri- 
tated Voideans  were  already  pointing 
their  cannon,  worked  up  to  madness  by 
defeat,  by  the  mortal  wound  of  their 
general,  and  by  terror  for  their  wives 
and  fiimilies.  The  commands  and 
entreaties  of  the  dying  hero,  and  neariy 
the  last  words  he  uttered — *•  Grace  auz 
prisoniers,"  —  had  the  effect  of  saving 
them  from  military  execution,  when 
nothing  else  could  have  rescued  them. 
Bonchamps  expired  in  a  miserable 
hovel,  in  the  village  of  Meilleraye,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Loire,  but  is 
interred  within  the  church  of  St. 
Florent,  and  a  monument  of  marble 
by  David  is  erected  to  his  memory. 
St.  Florent  was  the  scene  of  the  most 
memorable  event  in  the  war  of  La 
Vendee,  which  all  who  have  read 
Madame  Larochejacquelin*s  touching 
memoirs  will  remember — ^the  passage 
of  the  Loire  by  the  Vendean  army 
after  their  rout  at  Chollet,  1793. 
They  reached  the  narrow  strip  of  level 
ground  at  the  base  of  the  semicircle 
of  heights  on  the  1.  bank,  in  number 
nearly  100,000,  half  of  them  unarmed, 


old  men,  women,  and  children ;  the 
enemy  pressing  on  in  the  rear,  the 
country  behind  smoking  with  the 
conflagration  of  their  homes  by  the 
republicans,  who,  to  use  their  own 
words,  **  left  behind  nothing  but  ashes 
and  piles  of  dead."  The  tumult  o^ 
such  a  multitude  crowding  down  to 
the  twenty-five  small  barks  which 
alone  could  be  mustered  to  ferry  them 
over,  the  cries  of  children  seeking 
parents  or  relations,  the  groans  of  the 
wounded,  the  alarm  caused  by  the 
enemy,  formed  a  scene  of  pain,  confU- 
sion,  and  despair,  which  Madame  de 
Larochejacquelin  compares  with  the 
awful  spectacle  that  the  world  must 
behold  at  the  day  of  judgment,  llie 
whole  multitude,  however,  were  trans- 
ported across  in  safety  before  the  ar- 
rival of  the  enemy,  whose  advanced 
posts  reached  the  river  the  day  after. 

The  broad  expanse  of  the  river  is 
divided  by  an  island,  between  St.  Flo^ 
rent  and  rt.  Varades  *,  the  spot  where 
the  fugitives,  when  landed,  waited  the 
junction  of  their  companions.  It  is  a 
town  of  4000  inhabitants. 

Passing  many  monotonous  clumps 
and  rows  of  willows,  we  reach  th^ 
suspension-hrtdffe  of  wire  supported  by 
wire  shrouds  or  stays,  erected  1 839,  ot 
five  arches,  more  than  1300  ft.  long, 
which  leads  from  La  Vendue  to  the 
little  tovn  of 

Rt  Ancenis]t  ( Inn :  H.  de  France  i 
small,  but  clean  and  comfortable.  — IL 
ilf  ),  a  town  of  nearly  4000  inhabitants, 
having  remains  of  an  old  castle  of  the 
Dues  de  B^thune  at  the  water  side, 
above  the  bridge,  now  reduced  to  a 
few  strong  walls  and  towers.  The 
large  barracks  are  formed  out  of  a  ci- 
devant -convent  of  Ursuline  nuns. 

Here  a  broken  renmant  of  the  Ven- 
dean host,  which  had  crossed  at  Va- 
rades, endeavoured  to  recross  a  few 
weeks  after,  shattered  by  the  recent 
defeat  of  Le  Mans.  Larochejacquelin, 
on  this  occasion,  volunteered  to  cross 
the  river  in  the  only  boat  which  could 

•  Post  fotft/.— 14  Varades.   f  18  Ancenis. 
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be  found  on  the  1.  bank,  to  bring  over 
some  hay  barges  attached  to  the  op- 
posite shore;  but  while  so  engaged 
he  was  attacked  by  the  enemy  and 
driven  into  the  woods.  A  gun  boat 
of  the  enemy  sunk  the  barges  destined 
to  transport  his  followers,  and  thus 
cut  off  all  communication  between 
them  and  their  general. 

L.  On  the  top  of  a  hill  covered  with 
brushwood  stand  the  ruins  of  the  castle 
of  Champtoceaux,  in  which  Jean  de 
Montfort  was  kept  a  prisoner  by 
Marguerite  de  Clisson ;  and  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill  a  bridge  or  pier  of  two 
arches  projects  into  the  river,  designed 
by  the  owner  of  the  fort  above  to  &- 
cUitate  the  levying  of  toll  on  the  ves- 
sels which  passed,  in  feudal  times. 

Rt  The  tall  black  octagonal  tower  of 
Oudon*,  five  stories  high,  surmounted 
by  machicolations,  overlooks  the  flat 
land  and  a  series  of  islands  which  here 
intersect  the  river.  It  was  built  pro- 
bably in  the  13th  century. 

Rt.  After  passing  a  group  of  pseu- 
do-castellated modem  constructions, 
worthy  of  a  tea-garden,  and  called  after 
their  founder,  a  citizen  of  Nantes,  Les 
Folies  Siffait,  we  approach  the  (rt.) 
Castle  of  Ckrmont,  on  the  top  of 
an  abrupt  and  lofty  escarpment,  yet 
not  destitute  of  foUage,  forming  one 
of  the  most  picturesque  scenes  on  the 
Loire,  but  unendowed  with  any  his- 
torical interest. 

Rt.  La  SeUleraie-)-,  at  a  little  distance 
from  the  river,  was  several  times  visited 
by  Madame  de  Sevigne,  who  dates 
some  of  her  letters  hence,  and  its 
gardens  were  laid  out  by  Le  Notre. 
The  apartment  and  portrait  of  the 
S^vign^  are  preserved,  and  the  man- 
sion contains  other  portraits  by  Mig- 
nard,  Le  Brun,  &c. 

Rt.  The  precipitous  heights  gradu- 
ally give  place  to  gentle  undulations, 
which,  below  the  rocks  of  Mauves, 
subside  into  a  flat  monotonous  plain, 
out  of  the  midst  of  which,  in  the 
distance,  the  towers  of  the  cathedral 


9  Oudon. 


t  14  La  SeUleraie. 


of  Nantes  are  seen  to  rise.  Islands 
and  sandbanks  greatly  multiply  in 
this  part  of  the  river,  interspersed 
with  dykes  of  stone  heaps  to  regulate 
the  river,  and  a  few  insignificant  vil- 
lages occur  at  intervals. 
Nantes.     Route  46. 


ROUTE  60. 

NAKTKS  TO  POITIERS,  BT  CLISSON. 

178  kilom.  «  1 10j',Eng.  m. 

Diligenee  daily  in  about  19  houn^ 
and  several  from  Nantes  to  Clisson. 

Our  road,  before  it  gets  clear  of 
the  suburb  of  Nantes  (St  Jacques), 
is  carried  over  the  different  branches 
of  the  Loire  on  a  series  of  seven 
bridges,  united  by  causeways,  about 
2  m.  long,  lined  with  houses.  Be- 
yond the  last  bridge  the  road  to 
Bordeaux  (R.  62,^  branches  off  to  the 
rt.  About  2  m.  S.  of  Nantes  we 
find  the  country,  though  nearly  level 
in  sur&ce,  covered  with  vineyards. 
.  13  Tournebride. 

The  little  village  Le  Pallet  is  cele- 
brated as  the  birth-place  of  Abelard  ; 
the  crumbling  briar-grown  founda- 
tions of  a  square  tower  behind  the 
church,  on  the  1.  of  the  road,  are 
called  the  remains  of  the  house  of  his 
father  Beranger. 

The  stream  of  the  S^vre  Nantaise 
runs  nearly  parallel  with  our  road,  a 
little  on  the  rt.,  as  far  as  Clisson. 

A  small  bridge  carrying  the  road 
over  a  valley  is  stated  in  an  inscrip- 
tion to  have  been  built  "  TAn  2  du 
Regne  de  Napoleon  le  Grand.** 

15  Clisson.  Inns:  H.  de  France, 
new ;  Poste,  beyond  the  bridge. 

This  small  town  is  celebrated  for  its 
very  romantic  situation  in  the  deep 
narrow  bosky  valley  of  the  S^vre,  on 
one  side  of  which  towers  the  stately 
old  casde*  The  scene  has  a  some- 
what Italian  character.  As  the  town 
was  destroyed  in  the  Vendean  war, 
its  houses  are  mostly  modern,  and 
contribute  litUe  to  the  beauty  of  it  A 
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handsome  new  bridge  of  twelve  aiches, 
rising  on  very,  lofty  double  piers,  now 
spans  the  valley,  carrying  the  road  to 
Poitiers  across  without  descending 
the  very  steep  slope  which  leads  to 
and  from  the  river.  The  perspective 
of  the  interior  of  the  bridge  from 
below,  through  its  arched  piers,  forms 
a  vista  like  that  of  a  cathedral. 

The  Castle  of  Clisetm,  the  cradle 
of  that  illustrious  family  from  which 
sprung  the  &mous  Olivier  de  CUs- 
son,  the  fierce  and  successful  anta- 
gonist of  the  English  in  the  wars  of 
the  14th  century,  who  was  thought 
worthy  to  succeed  Duguesclin  as 
Constable  of  France,  stands  on  the  1. 
bank  of  the  Sevre.  It  is  based  on 
the  rock,  or,  where  Uiat  was  wanting 
to  furnish  a  foundation,  huge  sustain- 
ing walls  have  been  raised  from  the 
bottom  of  the  valley,  on  a  line 
with  the  escarpment  of  the  rock, 
to  support  its  towers  and  bastions. 
Where  not  protected  by  an  escarpment, 
it  is  surrounded  by  a  fosse.  On 
the  1.  of  the  grass-grown  court-yard, 
after  entering  by  the  gateway  oi  the 
Tour  des  P^lerins,  so  called  from 
the  crusader  Clisson,  who  built  it 
aflter  his  return  from  Palestine,  is  a 
vast  pile  separated  by  ditches  from 
the  rest,  entered  by  several  gates  in 
succession,  containing  the  great  hall, 
the  tall  donjon,  of  which  one  side 
only  remains,  and  the  kitchen,  with 
its  wide  fire-place.  From  some  of 
the  windows  a  fine  view  is  obtained 
over  the  two  valleys  of  the  Maine  and 
S^vre.  All  this  part  of  the  building 
is  in  a  state  of  most  complete  ruin, 
occasioned  by  the  civil  war  of  I>a 
Vendue.  Before  that  broke  out  the 
castle  belonged  to  the  family  Roban- 
Soubise,  and  had  fallen  into  neglect, 
but  its  destruction  was  completed  by 
the  republican  army  in  1 793.  When 
the  town  was  set  on  fire  and  destroyed 
by  them,  a  number  of  its  unfortunate 
inhabitants,  chiefly  old  men,  women, 
and  children,  sought  refuge  within 
the  castle  waHs,  and  remained  in  its 
gloomy  vaults  and  dungeons,  whither 


they  had  conveyed  some  of  their 
cattle  also,  for  a  little  time  unno- 
ticed. But  no  sooner  was  their 
retreat  discovered  by  the  army  of 
Kleber,  >than  they  were  dragged  forth 
from  their  hiding-place,  and  hurled 
alive  down  a  deep  weU  in  the  second 
court  of  the  castle,  now  stopped  up, 
and  marked  by  a  cypress  planted  near 
it.  For  many  hours  the  feeble  and 
half  stifled  cries  of  these  unfortunate 
creatures  were  heard  issuing  from  its 
depths  before  they  utterly  perished. 
The  number  thus  destroyed  is  vari- 
ously stated  at  100  and  405;  the 
latter,  it  is  to  be  feared,  is  nearest  the 
truth.  The  story  of  the  well  of 
Clisson  is  one  of  the  blackest  i^ots 
on  that  page  of  atrocities. 

The  pretty  grounds  of  La  Ga^ 
rennet  once  highly  extolled,  perhaps 
too  highly,  as  **  a  show  place,"  but 
now  no  longer  kept  up,  are  indebted 
for  the  considerable  beauty  which 
they  possess  to  the  full  stream  of  the 
S^vre,  which  flows  past  them,  to  the 
fantastic  rocks  piled  one  above  another 
rising  near  its  margin,  and  to  the  fine 
trees  dipping  their  branches  in  its 
waters,  alternating  with  rich  flat 
meadow-land,  which  here  gives  variety 
to  the  valley,  and  to  the  glimpses  of 
the  old  casdeseen  at  certain  points. 
Winding  walks  are  carried  through 
the  park,  decorated  at  intervals  with 
monuments  and  statues,  a  temple  of 
Vesta,  a  grotto  called  after  Heloise, 
and  a  Roman  milestone  of  the  age  of 
Antonine  found  on  the  road  to 
Poitiers.  Tlie  Garenne  owes  its 
artificial  embellishment]  to  the  brothers 
Cacault,  who  deposited  their  collection 
of  paintings  here,  and  to  M.Iiemot,  a 
sculptor;  successively  its  owners,  who 
built  the  house  on  the  height  now 
deserted. 

The  Villa  Vakniin  is  a  would-be 
Italian  cascina  on  a  height  above  the 
Maine. 

On  leaving  Clisson,  you  pass  on  the 
top  of  the  hill  the  little  ChapeOe  de 
toute  Joie,  so  called  by  a  lord  of  Clis- 
son who  received  on  this  spot  the 
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jojFfiil  news  of  the  Urth  of  a  son,  and 
built  it  in  consequence. 

The  food  from  Clisson  to  Poitiers 
has  been  made  about  12  years,  and  is 
part  of  a  network  of  lines  of  oommu- 
nieadon  formed  to  facilitate  not  only 
commercial  intercourse,  but  the  pas- 
sage of  large  bodies  of  troops ;  they 
will  contribute  more  than  any  thing 
else  to  alter  the  primitive  state  of 
society  in  this  part  oS  France.  Clisson 
is  on  the  very  verge  of  La  Vendue,  (p. 
170.)  which  begins  on  the  1.  bank  of 
the  S^vre;  but  our  road,  running 
parallel  with  the  river,  does  not  enter 
it  until  within  a  short  distance  of 

14  Torfou,  a  village  almost  ezclu-> 
lively  composed  of  new  houses,  the 
old  having  been  destroyed  in  the 
nivil  war.  One  of  the  greatest  vic- 
tories of  the  Vendean  peasantry  was 
gained  near  this  over  a  republican 
army  superior  in  numbers  by  10,000 
men,  in^uding  the  terrible  garrison 
of  Mayence, — ^veterans,  and  reputed  the 
best  soldiers  in  France,  and  com- 
manded by  Kleber.  A  pillar  set  up 
xtsk  the  poift  road,  about  a  mile  beyond 
Tbrfon,  at  the  junction  of  four  high- 
ways,  marks  the  scene  of  the  battle, 
which  occured  Sept.  19.  1793.  Its 
four  sides  bear  the  names  of  Charette, 
D*db^e,  Lescure,  and  Bonchamps, 
the  four  Vendean  leaders  who  took 
part  in  it.  The  day  would  have  been 
lost  for  the  cause  of  the  royalists,  soon 
after  the  action  began,  had  not  Le- 
aeure  rallied  around  him  1700  pea- 
sants of  the  village  of  Echanbrognes, 
who  stood  the  brunt  of  the  assault  for 
two  hours,  until  the  division]of  Bon- 
champs came  up. 

About  3  m.  from  Torfou  in  a  di- 
rect line,  and  more  than  4  by  the 
post  road,  passing  the  column  (where 
turn  to  rt.]^  is  the  Castk  of  Tiffauges, 
an>  extensive  ruin  on  a  high  table  land 
between  the  1.  bank  of  the  S^vre  and 
a  small  rivulet  (La  Grume)  falling 
into  it.  The  donjon  stood  on  the  rocky 
httght  overlooking  and  commanding 
the  gap  through  which  the  high  road  to 
"Let  Herbiers  is  carried.     The  inner 


courts,  now  separated  merely  by  a  few 
foundations  of  vrall,  are  converted  into 
productive  com  fields ;  but  behind  two 
cottages,  built  in  the  midst  of  them, 
runs  a  pUe  of  building  skirting  th^ 
brow  of  the  cliff,  originally  oocu" 
pied  by  the  seigneur,  and  more  per« 
feet  than  any  other  part.  The  most 
picturesque  bit  is  a  round  tower  pro* 
jecting  over  the  rivulet,  containing  a 
fine  vaulted  apartment  and  a  spiral 
stair,  probably  of  the  16th  century. 
Round  the  top  runs  a  covered  gallery, 
resting  on  the  corbels  of  ihe  macM- 
eolations.  These  chambers  now  serve 
as  store-rooms  fer  hay,  corn,  and 
other  farm  produce,  and  the  inner 
wall  is  prettily  draped  with  vines. 
By  a  little  postern  you  may  descend 
into  the  valley  of  the  Grume.  This 
castle  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  iiie 
residences  of  the  wicked  Gilles  de 
Retz,  the  Bluebeard  of  the  Loire 
(p.  306. ) ;  it  was  dismantled  by  the 
Cardinal  Richelieu. 

The  part  of  the  valley  on  which 
the  village  Tifiauges  stands  is  rocky 
and  somewhat  bare  of  grass.  A  cotton- 
mill  has  been  built  under  the  castle. 
There  is  no  good  inn. 

Those  who  take  the  direct  line  be- 
tween Torfou  and  Tiffauges  will  have 
an  opportunity  of  learning  what  sort 
of  a  country  La  Vendue  was  hefyte 
Napoleon  and  Louis  Philippe  inter* 
sected  it  in  all  directions  by  broad^ 
open,  macadamized  high  roads.  At 
the  distance  of  a  few  hundred  yardi 
from  either  village  you  find  yourself 
in  a  labyrinth  of  lanes  branching  id 
all  directions,  worn  down  by  cart 
wheels  or  winter  torrents,  consider- 
ably below  the  surfkce,  lined  on  eithet 
side  with  trees  or  hedges  which  close 
above  your  head,  and  form  a  covered 
way  like  a  subterranean  passage.  So 
numerous  are  these  deep  patiis,  and  so 
intricate  their  crossings,  tiiat  even  the 
inhabitant  is  apt  to  be  misled  by 
them,  whUe  the  deep  stagnant  pool^ 
or  sloughs  of  mud,  alternating  with 
deep  ruts  or  projecting  bosses  of 
bare  granite  rock,  render  the  passage 
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through  them  harasnng  and  fatiguing. 
At  the  same  time,  the  country  is  so 
thickly  wooded  hy  thickets  and  hedge^ 
row  trees,  which  surround  every  small 
field,  that  it  is  difficult  to  see  your 
way  fer  before  you.  It  can  easily  be 
understood  what  a  complete  strong- 
hold such  a  district  would  become 
when  defended  by  a  brave  peasantry, 
fighting  close  to  their  own  homes,  and 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  its  in- 
tricacies. 20  years  ago,  it  must  be 
remembered,  only  two  high  roads, 
properly  so  called,  existed  in  Ia  Ven- 
die ;  that  from  Nantes  to  Bordeaux, 
and  from  Tours  to  Poitiers,  and  these 
were  70m.  apart.  The  peasantry  were 
all  accustomed  to  the  use  of  the  gun ; 
many  were  old  poachers,  and  capital 
inarksmen.  The  tactics  which  they 
«lopted  w»  a  species  of  dcirndshing, 
never  attacking  the  enemy  but  to  ad- 
yantage,  themselves  choosing  time  and 
place,  when  and  where  they  found  him 
entangled  in  the  toils.  At  the  word 
of  command  from  their  chief,  these 
rude  bands  assembled  at  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  scattered  themselves  on 
the  enemy^s  approach,  lining  every 
hedge  and  copse,  from  which  a  rmu- 
derous  fire  opened  on  all  ndes,  the 
Vendean  marksmen  picking  out  their 
men,  while  they  themselves  were  m- 
▼isible  or  unassculable. 

16  Mortagne  (Vend^)  was  burnt 
down,  like  Torfou,  !n  the  Vendean 
war,  and  has  been  since  rebuilt.  It 
was  long  the  head-quarters  of  the 
royalist  army.  At  Chalet,  8  m.  N.  E. 
of  this,  a  manu&cturing  town  of  8897 
inhabitants,  entirely  rebuilt  since  its 
destruction  in  the  civil  war,  two 
actions  were  fought  in  1793;  in  the 
first  of  which  the  Vendeans  lost  one 
of  their  bravest  leaders,  M.  Lescure, 
who  was  shot  through  the  head,  and 
in  the  second  suffered  a  more  fatal 
defeat,  which,  in  fiict,  decided  the  war, 
and  drove  them  across  the  ILoire  (see 
p.  207.).  Before  this  battle  began, 
on  the  13th  October,  1793,  the  whole 
Vendean  army  heard  mass  by  torch- 
light, performed  by  the  cur6  of  this 


village.  On  the  first  attack,  the 
peasants,  who  here,  for  the  first  time, 
marched  in  close  column,  succeeded 
in  driving  back  the  enemy,  and  a 
party,  headed  by  Larochejacquelin  and 
Stofflet,  even  captured  a  park  of  ar- 
tillery; but  a  charge  of  the  re- 
publican cavalry,  and  an  attack  from 
the  garrison  of  Mayenee,  the  so-called 
<*  invincibles,**  turned  the  scale ;  the 
Vendeans  were  utterly  routed,  and 
their  best  general,  the  brave  and 
generous  Bonchamps,  was  carried  off 
the  field  mortally  wounded. 

At  a  short  distance  from  Nouaill^, 
on  the  road  firom  Oholet  to  Saumur, 
a  third  leader  of  the  Vendeans  fell, 
March  4.  179S,  Henri  Larocbe* 
jacquelin.  For  a  long  time  afler  the 
wreck  of  the  royafist  cause,  he  had,- 
carried  on  a  successful  partisan  war- 
fare, issuing  out  from  the  'fastnesses 
of  the  Forest  of  Vezins  at  the  bead 
of  a  few  determined  followers,  and 
spreading  dismay  among  the  repub- 
lican outposts.  He  was  shot  by  a 
grenadier,  while  in  the  act  of  offering 
him  quarter.  At  his  death,  the  Con- 
vention could,  for  the  first  time,  with 
safety  and  truth,  proclaim  that  La 
Vend^  had  ceased  to  exist.  An 
apple-tree  is  pointed  out  as  markhig 
the  spot  where  he  fell. 

18  Chatillon  sur  S^vre,  destroyed 
also,  except  three  houses,  in  the  cinl 
war,  is  now  rebuilt.  It  was  called 
MauUon  down  to  1737. 

22  Bressuhre,  a  new  town  built  on 
the  ashes  of  one  ruined  by  the  same 
disastrous  war. 

Farthenay,  a  town  of  4024  inlut- 
bitants,  though  carried  by  storm  by 
the  republican  forces  under  Wester- 
man,  escaped  annihilation,  and  retains 
some  fragments  of  antiquity,  in  the 
ruins  of  its  tcutie,  the  pato  of  1^ 
Jacques,  and  the  church  of  St.  John^ 
said  to  be  a  structure  of  the  9th  cen- 
tury. The  town  stands  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Thouet,  a  tributary  of 
the  liOire,  in  a  hilly  district. 

24  Ayron. 

25  Poitiers.     R.  64. 
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ROUTE  62. 

yXKTES  TO  BORDXADX,  BY  BOUKBON 
VBVDKB,  ROCHXLLX,  &OCHZFORT,  AND 
SAlVTZfh 

345  kilom.  »  214  Eng.  m. 

A  maUepo»te  daily  in  25  hours. 

Diligences  daily. 

Steamers  ply  regularly  between 
Nantes  and  Bordeaux.  NB.  Some 
trustworthy  person  should  be  con- 
sulted as  to  the  efficiency  and  safety 
of  the  boats  before  embarking. 

On  quitting  Nantes  by  the  six 
bridges  at  the  extremity  of  the  Fau- 
bourg St.  Jacques,  our  route  turns  to 
the  rt  out  of  that  to  Clisson  (p.  208.), 
and  crosses,  on  a  handsome  new 
bridge,  the  Sevre  Nantaise,  just  above 
its  junction  with  the  Loire. 

21  Aigrefeuille. 

A  little  beyond  this  the  road  enters 
the  department  of  La  Vendue,  and 
thenceforth  traverses  the  centre  of  the 
district  which  was  the  theatre  of  the 
terrible  civil  war  of  1792—93. 
.  13  Montaigu,  prettily  situated  on  a 
beight  above  a  small  stream  called 
the  Mayne,  in  the  midst  of  the  Bocage 
of  La  Vend^  has  fallen  from  the 
condition  of  a  town  to  a  village  since 
the  war,  when  two  thirds  of  its  houses 
were  burned,  and  a  large  part  of  its 
inhabitants  massacred.  The  terrace 
of  the  chateau,  not  now  inhabited, 
commands  a  good  view. 

After  crossing  the  Maine,  a  wild 
open  heathy  country  succeeds,  pro- 
ducing furze,  broom,  and  a  little  barley 
or  buckwheat,  as  far  as 

24  Belleville. 

13  Bourbon  Vendee  (^Inns :  Grand 
Hotel ;  H.  de  France),  a  new  town 
of  right-angled  streets  and  ugly 
fresh-looking  houses,  founded  by  Na- 
poleon in  the  very  centre  of  the  re- 
bellious province  La  Vendue,  and 
destined  by  him  to  be  called  Napoleon- 
Vendee,  is  now  the  chef  lieu  of  the 
department.  La  Roche  sur  Yonne, 
an  ancient  apanage  of  the  Bourbons, 
occupied  nearly  the  same  site,   and 


now,  united  with  it,  forms  a  suburb.  It 
has  not  quite  5060  inhabitants.   Des- 
titute of  conunerce  or  manu&ctures, 
in  a  situation  deficient  in  any  advan- 
tages required  to  render  a  town  flou- 
rishing, in  the  midst  of  a  district  of 
barren  open  heath,  it  stands  about  the 
dullest  town  in  France,  and  a  melan- 
choly example  of  the  folly  of  esta- 
blishing a  town  by  word  of  command. 
**  It  is  exactly  what  one  might  expect 
it  would  be  from  the  hasty  and  arbi- 
trary manner  of  its  creation.    A  huge 
oblong  '  Place  *  forms  the  centre  and 
principal  part  of  it.      From  the  sides 
and  corners  of  this  eight  or  ten  streets 
branch  off  at  right  angles.  The  build- 
ings  which  compose  this  square  are 
almost  all  public  edifices,  each  looking 
more  mesquin  and  meagre  than  the 
other,  and  all  having  the  appearance 
of  being  stretched   out   at  the  least 
possible  expense  to  the  greatest  pos- 
sible extent  of  front,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  them  go  as  £ir  as  possible 
towards  the  composition  of  the  pro- 
posed town.     A  theatre,  on  the  steps 
of  whose  portico  the  grass  was  growing, 
forms  part  of  one   side.      A  huge 
Hdtd  de  VUU,  which  seems  deserted 
and  shut  up,  stands  opposite  to  a 
great  barn  of  a  church.    A  prefecture, 
a  court-house,  a  mairie,  and  enormous 
barracks,  surrounding  a  court  in  which 
a  dozen  regiments  might  manoeuvre  at 
once,  occupy  the  most  of  the  remaining 
space.     The  barracks  have  been  con- 
structed so  much  in  haste  and  with  so 
little  solidity  that  they  are  already 
beginning  to  &U  to  ruins — new  ruins, 
the  most  unsightly  spectacle.     They 
are  deserted  and  apparently  abandoned 
to  their  fate." — Trottope,  W.  France* 

Conveyances  go  from  this  to  Nantes, 
Bordeaux,  Saumur,  and  Lies  Sables. 

About  5   m.   to  the  W.  are  the 
ruins  of  the  abbey  of  Fontanelles. 

The  same   dreary  unenclosed  and 
heath-clad  land  extends  to 

22  Mareuil,  beyond  which  a  fine 
corn  country  commences. 

1 0  Lu9on,  a  dull  an  d  dirty  small  towni 
in  a  situation  which  is  unhealthy,  on 
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account  of  its  vicinity  to  the  marshes, 
connected  with  the  sea  by  a  canal, 
and  having  a  population  of  about 
SOOO.  Lu9on  was  the  episcopal  see  of 
the  Cardinal  de  Richelieu,  having  been 
a  sort  of  family  living,  into  which  he, 
though  bred  up  for  a  soldier,  was  in- 
ducted at  the  age  of  22.  Its  Gothic 
ecUhedral,  surmounted  by  a  tall  spire  of 
open-work,  is  the  principal  building. 

10  Moreilles.  Our  route  now  lies 
across  a  district  which  may  be  called 
the  Fens  of  France,  a  series  of  marshy 
flats,  traversed  by  numerous  rivers, 
the  chief  of  which  are  the  Vendue  and 
S^vre  Niortaise,  it  is  intersected  also 
in  all  directions  by  canals,  and,  not- 
withstanding the  drainage  effected  by 
them,  is  unhealthy  from  malaria.  A 
solitary  conical  mound  rising  out  of 
the  flat  on  the  1.  of  the  road  is  crowned 
by  the  village  of  Chaill^.  The  limits 
of  La  Vendue  and  the  stream  of  the 
Sdvre  Niortaise  are  crossed  shortly 
before  reaching 

17  Marans,  a  town  of  4000  in- 
habitants, 9  m./rom  the  sea,  exporting 
a  considerable  quantity  of  corn  from 
La  Vendue  and  of  flour  from  Niort 

Before  half  the  next  stage  is  tra- 
versed the  road  crosses  the  canal  from 
Ija  Rochelle  to  Niort.  Near  this  the 
marshes  of  Ta  Vendue  terminate,  and 
the  marly  lands  of  the  Aunis  begin. 

15  Grolaud.  Here  the  canal  is 
crossed. 

A  picturesque  g^up  of  towers  and 
spires,  visible  from  a  considerable 
distance,  announces  the  approach  to 

9  La  BoeheRe.  Inn  :  Poste ;  very 
good. 

This  third-rate  fortress  and  com- 
mercial town  of  siecondary  importance, 
is  situated  on  the  sea,  on  the  shore  of 
a  bay  in  front  of  which  rise  the  Isles 
de  R4  and  d*01eron.  It  was  capital  of 
the  district  of  Aunis,  and  is  now  chef 
lieu  of  the  Department  de  la  Charente. 
Before  its  memorable  siege  of  1628) 
It  had  a  population  of  27,000:  at 
present  it  contains  no  more  than 
14,857. 

Its  little  port  is  entirely  encloeed 


by  the  buildings  of  the  town,  and 
consists  of  an  outer  tidal  basin,  and 
an  inner  wet  dock,  protected  by  a 
pier,  and  flanked  at  its  entrance  on 
either  side  by  a  round  tower,  once 
part  of  the  old  fortifications.  A  quay, 
planted  with  trees,  runs  round  the 
harbour,  and  forms  an  agreeable  pro- 
menade. 

Its  chief  commerce  consists  in  the 
exportation  of  the  brandy  made  in 
the  adjoining  province  of  1*  Aunis,  the 
finest  in  France,  of  wine,  com,  and 
flour. 

At  low  water  the  remains  of  the 
famous  dyke  thrown  out  into  the  sea  by 
orders  of  Richelieu  during  the  siege 
of  1628-29,  and  which  contributed 
mainly  to  the  surrender  of  the  town, 
by  interrupting  all  supplies  and  suc- 
cour from  England,  are  distinctly 
visible.  This  long  pile  of  stones, 
stretching  for  a  distance  of  1640  yds. 
from  the  point  of  Coreille  to  that  of 
Fort  Louis,  was  built  by  the  engineer 
Metezeau. 

In  the  Hdtd  de  Vme,  a  building  of 
the  time  of  Francis  I.,  is  shown  the 
chamber  in  which  the  heroic  Guiton 
accepted  the  office  of  mayor  on  the 
very  eve  of  the  siege,  **  on  condition 
that  I  be  allowed  to  plunge  into  the 
heart  of  any  one  who  speaks  of  sur- 
render the  dagger  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  which  I  insist  shall  be  placed 
on  the  table  of  the  council  chamber 
where  we-  meet,  to  be  used  against 
myself  first,  should  I  be  weak  enough 
to  propose  a  capitulation.*'  Influenced 
by  so  obstinate  a  spirit  of  resistance, 
the  citizens  held  out  for  14  long 
months  against  the  vast  force  brought 
against  them,  commanded  by  Cardinal 
Richelieu  in  person,  and  supported 
by  the  presence  of  Louis  XIII.  At 
length,  when  faming  which  followed 
the  vigilant  blockade  established  on  the 
land  side,  by  throwing  up  lines,  3  miles 
long,  and  by  the  dyke  before  mentioned 
drawn  across  the  harbour,  had  re- 
duced the  numbers  of  the  besieged 
from  27,000  to  5000,  La  Rochelle, 
the  bulwark  of  the  protestant  cause  in 
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France,  which  had  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  Huguenots  since  the 
first  unsuccessful  siege  of  1573,  was 
yielded  up  to  the  king,  and  its  for- 
tifications levelled,  except  the  two 
towers  at  the  moudi  of  the  harbour. 
The  ill  success  of  the  two  expeditions 
fitted  out  by  Charles  L,  whose  £»• 
vourite,  Buckingham,  contributed  to 
the  fiEulure  of  the  first  by  his  incompe- 
tence, and  who  was  assassinated  by 
Felton  while  about  to  assume  the 
command  of  the  second,  prepared  the 
way  for  its  fidl.  The  town  never  re- 
gained its  previous  prosperity,  though 
protestants  are  still  numerous  here. 
JBy  its  capture,  Richelieu  destroyed 
the  political  influence  of  the  Cal- 
vinists  in  France. 

The  Gothic  Forte  da  VHorhgBf  whose 
architecture  announces  it  to  be  a  work 
of  the  16th  century,  is  another  relic 
of  the  time  of  the  siege,  and  there  are 
fiome  old  houses  still  standing,  which 
must  also  have  existed  at  that  memor- 
able event,  when  streets  and  houses 
were  rendeved  infected  by  the  dead 
bodies  too  numerous  for  the  living  to 
bury.  Such  was  the  extreme  misery 
to  which  the  inhabitants  were  reduced, 
that  one  of  them  declared  that  for  a 
whole  week  he  had  kept  his  child 
alive  solely  by  blood  drawn  from  his 
own  body.  One  of  the  articles  of  ca- 
pitulation was,  that  the  invincible 
Guiton  should  continue  in  the  office 
of  mayor,  retaining  all  his  dignities. 

The  tow;n  was  again  fortified  by 
Vauban  in  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV. 
The  tower  of  the  church  of  St,  Sclw- 
veur,  the  loftiest  in  the  place,  now 
used  as  a  shot  tower,  commands  from 
its  top  a  view  embracing  the  Isles  de 
Mi,  whose  town,  St.  Martin,  resisted 
all  the  effisrts  of  the  English  under 
Buckingham  to  capture  it,  1628 ;  and 
of  OleroHt  a  long  low  bank  of  land 
separated  from  B.e  by  a  strait  called 
Fertuis  d*  Antioche.  Still  nearer,  not 
2  m.  off  the  shore,  is  the  He  d' Aix,  op- 
posite the  mouth  of  the  Charente : 
the  fort  and  batteries  upon  it,  defending 
the  e]itrfuu}e  of  the  rottd%  were  cap- 


tured by  the  English,  1757,  but  have 
been  greatly  strengthened  since  that 
time.  An  attempt  was  also  made, 
1809,  by  the  English,  to  destroy  the 
French  fleet  here  by  fire  ships,  and 
was  partly  successful,  as,  out  of  four- 
teen vessels,  four  ran  ashore  and  were 
burnt,  and  two  were  captured. 

Some  years  ago,  a  singular  plague 
of  white  ants  (Termites),  originally 
imported  firom  India,  infested  the 
wooden  buildings  of  La   Rochelle. 

There  is  an  Etahliasement  des  Bains 
here. 

A  steamer  plies  daily  between  Jja 
Rochelle  and  I'lle  de  Re. 

The  town  is  the  birth-place  of 
Reaumur,  inventor  of  the  thermo- 
metric  scale  named  after  him,  and  ol 
Billaud  Varennes,  member  of  the 
national  convention. 

Coaches  run  twice  a  day  between 
La  Rochelle  and  Rochefbrt. 

An  uninteresting  track  of  flat 
marshy  land  intervenes  between  Ho- 
x)helle  and  Rochefort  Near  the  vil- 
lage of  Passage  stood  an  ancient 
town,  Chatelaillon,  which  preceded  La 
Rochelle,  and  has  long  since  disap- 
peared, owing  to  encroachments  of  the 
sea. 

17  Trois  Canons. 

14.  Rochefort. — Inns:  Hotel des 
Etrangers,  not  good,  D.j  H.  Grand 
Bacha. 

Rochefort,  a  fortress  of  fourth  rank, 
but  standing  third  in  importance 
among  the  naval  arsenals  of  France,  is 
bmit  on  the  rt*  bank  of  the  Charente, 
about  IQ  m.  from  its  junction  with 
the  sea,  and  'contains  14,040  inhabi- 
tants. The  river  is  deep  enough  to 
float  vessels  of  the  largest  size  abreaat 
of  the  town,  having  20  ft.  water  at 
ebb,  and  40  ft.  at  Sie  highest  tides, 
and  five  forts  at  its  mouth  protect  the 
dookvard  firom  hostile  i^proach.  Its 
position  is  well  chosen,  owing  to  its 
vicinity  to  the  roadstead  formed  at  the 
emboudtmre  of  the  Charente,  by  the 
protection  of  the  islands  of  R6,  Oleren, 
and  Aix.  Rochefort  is  quite  a  modem 
town,  founded  in  1664  lor  l^e  estab- 
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iishmentof a  dockyard  by  Louis  XIV., 
or,  rather,  his  wise  minister  Colbert, 
who  saw  the  necessity  Icmt  a  second 
port  and  arsenal  on  the  ocean  brides 
Brest.  Its  streets  are  built  at  right 
angles,  and  the  only  buildings  of  con- 
sequence are  those  ccmnected  with  the 
J*ort  MiUiaire,  or  Dockyard.  Ad- 
mission is  given  (with  difficulty  at 
present,  especially  to  Englishmoi,) 
.by  the  Ms^r  de  la  Marine,  on  appli- 
cation of  the  British  consul,  and  on 
exhibition  of  the  passport.  Among 
ibe  vessels  on  ^e  stocks  are  several 
iarge  war  steamers :  the  model  room 
^ntains  some  curiosities.  To  describe 
'th«  sailmakers'  shops,  the  cable-twist- 
ing loft,  the  workshops  whose  ma- 
chinery is  set  in  motion  by  a  steam- 
engine,  would  be  nearly  to  repeat 
what  has  been  said  of  Brest  and 
Cherburg  (pp.  83.  123.).  The  only 
novelty  to  an  Englit^man,  acquainted 
with  the  British  dockyards,  will  be 
the  JBagffie,  oi  convict  prison,  capable 
of  containing  2,S00  for9ats,  but  occu- 
pied-by  only  half  that  number. 

The  largest  and  most  remarkable 
edifice  here  is  the  HSpital  de  la  Marint^ 
outside  the  town,  consisting  of  nine 
swqparate  masses  of  building,  contun- 
ing  15200  beds.  It  is  excellently 
arranged  and  well  kept  up,  cleanly 
in  the  extreme.  There  is  a  tole- 
fable  anatomical '  museum  attached 
to  it.' 

.  The  town  was  originally  very  im- 
healtby^  owing  to  its  low  situation 
toiong  the  marshes ;  but  these  have 
been  drained  of  late,  and  fevers  are 
beedming  rare.  In  the  Grande  Place 
is  a  fountaiH  adorned  vith  figures, 
representing  Old  Ocean  shaking 
hwkds  with  Jthe  Charente. 

On  the  3d  July,  1815,  Nt^poleon 
arrived  at  Rochefi>rt,  seeking  to'escape 
to  America,  and  lodged  at  the  pre-' 
&cture;  but  finding  that  the  Belle- 
rophon,  an  English  line-of-batde  ship, 
was  off  the  roads,  and  that  there 
were  no  possible  means  of  evading  it, 
he  went  en  board  on  the  15tK  and 
ttiled  for  £ngUuid,  after  in  vain  at- 


tempting to  obtain  a  pledge  firom 
Captain  Maitland  for  safe  conduct. 

A  Steamer  runs  twice  a  week  from 
Royan,  a  small  port  on  the  N.  bank 
of  the  Gironde,  29  m.  firom  Roche- 
fort,  to  Bordeaux :  the  voyage  takes 
7  hours.  Coaches  convey  passengers 
between  Rochefort  and  Royan,  hte 
3  fir.,  and  total  to  Bordeaux,  10  fir. 
In  going  to  Royan  (a  small  watering 
place  opposite  the  lighthouse  of  the 
Tour  de  Cordouan  [R.  69.]),  the 
Charente  is  crossed  by  a  ferry.  The 
road  traverses  an  iminteresting  flat^ 
only  redeemed  by  drainage  from  the 
state  of  a  pestilential  marsh,  called 
Les  Marennes. 

A  Steamer  ascends  the  Charente  to 
Saintes  (35  m.)  every  morning,  re- 
turning in  the  altemoon :  the  passage 
takes  4  hours. 

The  voyage  up  the  Charente  is 
agreeable,  though  somewhat  mono- 
tonous, fi»m  the  windings  of  the 
river  and  the  unvaried  nature  of  the 
green  flat  pasture  lands  on  its  banka. 
Near  to  Saintes  it  passes  the  mined 
Caetle  of  TaUUbourgy  on  an  isolated 
rock,  near  which  St.  Louis  defeated 
the  English  in  1242. 

Those  who  travel  by  land  firom 
Rochefi>rt  to  Bordeaux  must  cross 
the  Charente  by  a  ferry  close  under 
the  town  of  Tonnay-Charehte,  which 
Louis  XIV.  had'  fixed  upon  for  the 
site  of  his  dockyard,  a  design  which 
was  defeated  by  the  enormous  de- 
mands of  its  owners  fer  the  purchase 
of  the  ground.  The  Gothic  Cku^ 
having  a  park  and  gardens  attadied 
to  it,  is  the  ancient  seat  of  tiie  fiimily 
of  Mortemart.  A  great  quantity  of 
brandy  is  exported  firom  hence,  almost 
all  the  vineyards  on  the  banks  of  the 
Charente  being  cultivated  tot  the  ma* 
nufiioture  of  eau-de-vie  (seep.  21 6.)  i 
6000  casks,  a  large  part  of  the  pro* 
duce  of  Cognac,  is  annually  shipped 
here  fiw  England. 

9  St  Hyppolite. 

13  St.  Porchaire. 

On  the  1.  bank  of  the  Charente 
stands 
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14  SaifdtB,  Inm:  Hotel  du  Ba- 
teau  a  Vapeur;  best,  and  very  good. 

Saintesy  formerly  capital  of  the 
province  Saintong^  betrays  in  its 
name  the  antiquity  of  its  origin  as 
chief  city  of  the  SantoneSf  and  has 
many  traces  to  prove  its  importance 
under  Roman  rule. 

The  principal  and  best  preserved 
ancient  monument  is,  the  Roman  arch 
of  Triwnph,  upon  the  bridge  over  the 
Cbarente^  serving  now  for  a  principal 
entrance  into  the  town,  constructed 
of  a  coarse  limestone,  originally  very 
plain,  and  now,  after  the  lapse  of 
ages,  much  injured  by  the  weather, 
which  has  rounded  the  angles  of  the 
stone^  and  converted  the  joints  of  the 
masonry  into  gaps.  It  is  a  heavy 
pile  of  masonry,  pierced  by  two  arches, 
and  destitute  of  all.  architectural 
beauty,  38  ft.  high.  .  Five  inscriptions 
upon  it,  now  hidf-effiiced,  record  that 
it  was  raised  (in  the  reign  of  Nero) 
to  the  memory  of  Germanicus,  of 
Tiberius  his  uncle,  and  of  Drusus  his 
fiither,  by  Caius  Julius  Rufus,  priest 
of  Roma  and  .  Augustus.  It  was 
saved  from  destruction  in  1665  by 
Blondel  the  architect,  who  at  that 
time  rebuilt  the  bridge,  and  it  has 
been  repaired  very  lately.  It  is  said 
to  have  been  built  originally  on  dry 
land,  and  that  the  river  has  since 
altered  its  bed,  and  isolated  the  arch ; 
but  this  seems  doubtfuL 

There  are  also  considerable  remains 
of  a  Roman  Amphitheatre^  near  the 
church  of  St.  Eutrope,  in  the  fau- 
bourg. Though  nearly  equal  in  size 
to  the  grand  circus  of  Nismes,  it  is 
very  inferior  in  an  architectural  point 
of  view,  being  built  of  small  stones 
sqiuu'ed,  and  destitute  of  ornament, 
and  is  now  reduced  to  a  few  fractured 
vaults  and  arches.  The  oval  of  the 
arena  measures  70  ft.  in  its  greatest 
length,  and  57  ft.  in  width.  The 
dens  destined  for  the  wild  beasts  still 
remain,  and  there  are  fragments  of  an 
aqueduct,  contrived,  it  is  supposed,  to 
convert  the  arena  into  a  naumachia 
for  aquatic  spectacles.  (?)     Many  an- 


tique fragments,  capitals,  inscriptions, 
sarcophagi,  &c.,  are  preserved  in  the 
garden  of  the  sous-prefecture.  Such 
are  the  few  traces  of  the  former  mag- 
nificence of  the  ancient  Mediokmum 
Santonum,  one  of  the  most  important 
cities  of  Aquitaine. 

The  CfttcrcA  of  St.  Eutrope  is  a 
structure  of  the  11th  century;  its 
crypt  is  probably  still  older ;  some  of 
the  capitals  of  columns  have  quaint 
carvings.  The  spire  was  built  in  the 
15th  century. 

The  detached  tower  of  the  CaAe^ 
droit  conspicuous  from  the  pinnacles 
which  surmount  it,  occupies  the  site 
of  the  church  built  by  Charlemagne 
in  fulfilment  of  the  vow  of  his  father 
Pepin,  after  defeating  on  this  spot 
Gaififre  Due  of  Aquitaine.  The 
portail  is  ancient 

The  public  Library  contains  Fe- 
nelon*s  Bible,  with  notes  in  his  own 
hand. 

The  population  of  Saintes  amounts 
to  11,000.  The  Charente  is  here  a 
tidal  river,  but  navigable  only  for 
barges.  Much  eau-de-vie  is  sent 
down  to  the  sea  for  exportation. 
About  18  m.  to  the  E.  higher  up 
the  river,  on  the  road  to  Angouleme^ 
is  the  town  of  Cognac^  which  gives 
its  name  to  the  best  brandy  in 
France,  produced  from  vineyards 
in  its  vicinity,  and  along  the  banks 
of  the  river  near  Jamac  and  An- 
gouleme  (R.  64.),  in  the  depart- 
ment of  La  Charente.  The  quantity 
produced  annually  does  not  exceed 
6,000  butts  (tier9ons),  but  the  num- 
ber sold  undier  the  name  *<  Les  fines 
Champagnes,"  by  which  the  best 
quality  is  distinguished,  exceeds 
15,000  butts.  Cognac  contains  nu- 
merous distilleries,  and  is  the  staple 
place  for  the  brandies  produced  in 
the  surrounding  districts.  The  vines 
cultivated  for  its  manu&cture  are 
allowed  to  grow  to  greater  luxuriwnce 
than  those  used  for  wine-making,  and 
run  along  the  ground,  whence  they 
acquire  strength,  while  the  earthy 
flavour    which  b   inseparable  from 
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wine  produced  from  creeping  vines, 
is  dissipated  in  the  processes  of  dis- 
tillation. 

Francis  I.  was  bom  at  Cognac, 
while  his  mother  Louise  de  Savoie, 
Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  was  residing 
in  the  castle ;  but,  according  to  tra^ 
dition,  he  first  saw  the  light  under 
an  elm  tree,  where  his  mother  was 
unexpectedly  brought  to  bed.  A 
stone  now  marks  the  spot. 

The  road  from  Saintes  to  Bordeaux 
is  carried  through 

12  La  Jard, 

9  Pons,  a  town  of  4000  inhabitants, 
picturesquely  seated  on  the  1.  bank 
of  the  Seugne.  Its  castle,  distin- 
guished by  a  keep-tower  100  ft.  high, 
built  in  the  11th  century,  is  now  a 
prison.  Theodore  Agrippa  d*Au- 
bigne,  grandfather  of  Madame  de 
Maintenon,  and  a  favourite  of  Henri 
IV.,  was  a  native  of  Pons. 

10  St.  Genis. 

12  Mirambeau. 

17  Etauliers,  in  the  department  of 
the  Gironde. 

The  road  reaches  the  banks  of  the 
Gironde  at 

13  Blaye,  described  in  Route  69. 
Steamers  ply  daily  between  Blaye 

and  Bordeaux. 

15  Gravier.  There  is  a  direct  road 
£rom  Etauliers  to  Graviers,  avoiding 
the  detour  by  Blaye  round  two  sides 
of  a  triangle ;  but  not  long  since  this 
road  was  impracticable  for  carriages 
for  want  of  repair. 

16  Cubsac  is  on  the  highroad  from 
Paris  to  Bordeaux.  (R.  64.) 

9  Carbon   Blanc.  1  „     j.    ^.a 

11  Bordeaux.      ]  Route  64. 


ROUTE  64. 

TOURS   TO    BORDEAUX  BY    POITIERS  AND 
ANCOULEME. 

326  kilom. »  £ng.  202  m. 
The  Mallepoaie  daily  in  22  hours. 
3   or   4   Diligences  daily— besides 
coaches  between  intermediate  towns. 
The  posting  on  this  road  is  good : 
France. 


firom  Tours  to  Poitiers  may  be  done 
in  8  hours. 

A  somewhat  monotonous  avenue, 
2\  m.  long,  leads  out  of  Tours  across 
the  Cher,  and  the  rich  green  pastures 
bordering  on  it.  At  the  end  of  it 
stands  the  Chdteau  de  Grctmmont,  once 
belonging  to  the  Archbp.  of  Tours. 
Its  gate  and  one  window  through 
a  gap  in  a  tree  command  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  valley.  At  this  point 
the  road  bends  to  the  rt.,  ascending  a 
height  which  limits,  on  this  side,  the 
Vale  of  the  Loire  and  Cher,  and  com- 
mands an  extensive  view  across  it.  A 
little  beyond  this  the  road  to  Loches 
(  R.  56. )  turns  ofif  on  the  1. 

13  Montbazon,  a  small  town,  with 
a  castle  on  a  rock.  Here  the  Indre 
is  crossed.     A  little  beyond 

7  Sorigny  you  pass,  on  the  1.,  the 
Chapel  of  St  Catherine  de  Fierbois, 
whither  Joan  of  Arc  sent  from  Chinon 
to  fetch  the  sacred  sword,  ''marked 
with  5  crosses,  lying  in  a  vault,"  which 
she  afterwards  bore  in  all  her  battles. 
She  had  previously  passed  through 
the  village,  however,  on  her  journey 
from  Lorraine  to  Chinon,  and  had 
doubtless  then  remarked  the  weapon ; 
but  the  vulgar  belief  attributed  its 
discovery  to  divine  inspiration. 

16  St.  Maure,  here  a  road  to  Chinon 
branches  off.  Seep.  197. 

The  river  Creuse  is  crossed  at 
Port-de- Piles,  about  ^  m.  above  its 
junction  with  the  Vienne.  Higher 
up,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Creuse,  and 
3  m.  to  the  1.  of  our  road,  is  the  village 
of  La  Haye,  the  birthplace  of  the 
philosopher  Descartes.  The  house  in 
which  he  was  bom  (1596)  is  preserved. 

About  7  m.  S.  of  La  Haye,  also  on 
the  Creuse,  is  the  Chtdeau  de  Guerche, 
built  by  Charles  VII.  for  Agnes 
Sorel,  his  mistress,  where  she  resided 
when  the  king  was  at  Loches,  and 
where  he  used  to  visit  her  on  his  way 
to  and  from  the  chase  in  the  neigh- 
bouring forest.  It  is  a  massy  pile, 
rising  100  ft.  above  the  water  side, 
flanked  by  4  towers  at  the  angles.  It 
retains  in  its  interior  some  traces  of 
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fresco  paint'iDg,  and  the  punning  initial 
letters,  A  over  L  (A-Sur-Mlle).  In 
tbe  chapel  is  placed  a  statue  of  Agnes. 

15  Les  Ormes,  on  the  Vienne. — 
The  chateau  belongs  to  the  fiunily 
d'Argenson. 

The  road  runs  parallel  with  the 
Vienne,  though  not  in  sight  of  it, 
through  Dang^,  and 

1 2  Ingrande. 

7  Chatellherault,  (Inn  :  H.  de 
TEsp^rance,  good),  a  smoky  town  of 
mean  houses,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Vienne,  is  one  of  the  chief  seats  of  the 
Manufacture  of  CuUery  in  France, 
which  gives  employment  to  about  600 
families,  out  of  its  9437  inhab.,  who 
work  for  large  houses.  There  is  also 
a  royal  manufactory  of  swords  ^nd 
bayonettes  (armes  blanches),  estab- 
lished 1820.  No  sooner  does  the  tra- 
veller's carriage  stop  here  than  be  is 
assailed  by  a  host  of  women  plaguing 
him  to  purchase  knives,  scissors,  &c., 
mounting  upon  chairs  to  force  them 
in  at  the  window. 

The  Duchy  of  Chatellherault  was 
bestowed  by  Henri  II.  upon  James 
Hamilton,  2nd  Earl  of  Arran,  Regent 
<^  Scotland,  1548,  to  induce  him  to 
consent  to  the  projected  match  be- 
tween his  ward,  the  infant  Queen 
Mary,  and  the  Dauphin  Francis. 

On  quitting  the  town,  the  Vienne 
(which  is  navigable  for  a  short  dis- 
tance higher  up)  is  crossed;  and  a 
portion  of  a  gateway  flanked  by  tur- 
rets, erected  by  the  Due  de  Sully,  is 
passed  at  its  extremity. 

8  Barres  de  Nintr6. 
5  La  Tricherie. 

7  Clain.  For  the  last  3  stages 
the  road  has  continued  to  ascend  the 
▼alley  of  the  Clain.  That  stream 
traverses  ft  rocky  and  wooded  ravine, 
of  much  picturesque  beauty,  before 
arriving  at, 

12  Poitiers.  Inns  :  —  H.  de 
France ;  — best  and  comfortable ;  bed 
2  fir.,  dinner  3  fr.,  tea  1  fr.,  coffee  15 
sous;  —  Trois  Fillers. 

Poitiers,  the  capital  of  ancient 
Firitouy  an  early  possession  of  the 


kings  of  England,  who  were  its 
Dukes  down  to  the  time  of  Charles  V. 
(1S71),  stands  on  a  rounded  eminence 
of  considerable  height,  the  summit  of 
which  is  occupied  by  the  Prefecture 
and  Palais  de  Justice.  From  this  its 
streets  sweep  down,  in  steep  slopes^ 
or  .'curve,  in  winding  mazes,  to  the 
small  river  Clain,  which,  encompass* 
ing  nearly  j-  of  its  circuit,  in  com* 
bination  with  the  smaller  river  Boivr^ 
which  encircles  another  part,  formed, 
in  ancient  times,  a  sort  of  natural  fosse 
round  its  ramparts,  now  almost  en- 
tirely swept  away  by  town-council 
improvements.  The  number  of  in- 
habitants is  23,128,  but  it  has  neither 
commerce  nor  manufacture  of  any 
great  importance,  as  might  indeed  be 
surmised  from  its  dull  and  empty 
streets,  excepting  the  market-place, 
which  is  a  scene  of  much  bustle  and 
densely  crowded. 

It  has  [an  Ecole  de  Droit  of  some 
celebrity,  numbering  between  200 
and  300  students,  and  still  contains 
more  than  a  dozen  nunneriest  chiefly 
serving  as  boarding  schools  for  the 
education  of  young  females. 

The  curiofflties  of  Poitiers  are 
chiefly  of  an  antiquarian  nature.  It 
possesses  a  remarkably  large  number 
of  churches  ;  all  more  or  less  interest- 
ing to  the  lover  of  architecture  and 
antiquity,—- which,  as  some  of  them 
date  from  a  very  early  period,  and 
others  were  commenced  later,  and^oon- 
tinued  down  to  comparatively  modem 
times,  form  a  very  instructive  series 
by  which  to  study  the  progress  and 
change  of  style  in  building.  ^ 

Notre  Dame  de  PoitierSf  in  the 
market  place,  nearly  opposite  the 
Ecole  de  Droit,  presents  a  remark- 
able example  of  the  florid  Roman- 
esque style  in  its  W.  fa9ade,  which  is 
n«urly  covered  with  sculpture  firom 
top  to  bottom.  It  rests  on  a  triple 
arcade :  the  central  arch  forming  the 
entrance  being  circular,  the  two  side 
arches  pointed,  but  all  decorated  with 
mouldings  and  capitals  of  the  same 
character  of  richness  and  singularity. 
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The  rest  of  the  fa9ade,  on  each  side 
of  a^  tall  window,  is  occupied  by 
arcades  filled  with  statues  and  bas- 
reliefs;  and  the  usual  pointed  oval 
firame  (vesclca  piscis,)  within  the 
gable  contains  2  statues.  The  whole 
is  flanked  by  2  round  turrets.  The 
probable  date  of  this  fagade  is  the 
middle  of  the  12th  century. 

The  interior  is  of  a  more  severe 
style :  an  apsidal  £.  end,  with  cir- 
cular arches  and  hooped  vaulting, 
except  the  side  chapels,  one  of  which, 
in  the  S.  aisle,  an  addition  in  the 
florid  style  of  the  15th  century,  con- 
tains a  rich  recess  to  include  a  some- 
what grotesque  group  of  sculpture 
meant  to  represent  the  Entombment. 
.  The  Salle  des  Pas  Perdus,  at- 
tached to  the  Palaii  de  Justice, 
which  originally  formed  part  of  the 
palace  of  the  Comtes  de  Poitou,  is  a 
vast  hall,  with  an  open  wooden  roof; 
its  walls  are  decorated  with  arcades, 
circular  on  one  side  and  pointed  on 
the  other,  yet  both  perhaps  nearly  of 
the  same  date,  the  12th  century. 

The  Cathedral,  dedicated  to  St. 
Peter  is  said  to  have  been  founded 
by  Henry  II.  of  England.  The  2 
towers,  similar  in  style,  but  unequal  in 
size, —  the  semicircular  N.  doorway,  in 
which  the  capitals  of  the  pillars  are 
human  figures,  stiff,  but  good  in  style,-— 
and  a  large  part  of  the  body  of  the 
building,  whose  round  and  pointed 
arches  are  intermixed,  as  in  the  Salle 
de  Justice,—,  may  possibly  be  of 
Henry*s  time. 

The  plan  of  the  building  is  a  pa- 
rallelogram, divided  into  3  aisles,  the 
central  one  being  much  the  widest. 
It  terminates  a  little  way  above  the 
arches,  without  either  triforium  or 
clerestory ;  the  latter  being  transferred, 
as  it  were,  to  the  side  walls,  where  it 
appears  in  the  form  of  a  range  of 
windows;  one  large  pointed  window, 
or  2  narrow  round-headed  ones,  filling 
each  compartment  The  E.  end  is 
square,  and  has  3  coved  recesses,  in 
the  thickness  of  the  wall,  to  contain 
altars.      The  piers,  composed  of  4 


engaged  shafts,  surmounted  by  sharply 
cut  capitals,  are  very  elegant.  There 
are  several  painted  windows,  and  a 
fine  rose  at  the  W.  end,  hid,  internally, 
by  the  organ.  Very  solid  buttresses 
support  the  walls  and  roof. 

A  little  way  behind  the  £.  end  of 
the  cathedral,  stands  the  Church  of 
Sf,  Badegonde  s  the  lower  part  of 
whose  elegant  Byzantine  tower,  though 
masked  by  a  florid  porch,  is  probably 
of  the  11th  century,  as  well  as  the 
white  marble  henitier,  shaped  like  a 
horse  trough,  within  it.  Above  it  is 
a  curious  niche,  containing  the  statue 
of  a  saint.  The  Romanesque  choir 
is  raised  upon  a  very  old  crypt,  per* 
haps  older  than  any  part  of  the  upper 
structure,  partly  cut  out  of  the  rock,  in 
which  is  deposited  the  black  marble 
Coffin  of  St.  Radegonde,  resorted 
to,  in  the  month  of  August,  by 
thousands  of  pilgrims,  chiefly  of  the 
lower  orders,  who  throng  the  low 
vault  to  kiss  the  worn  marble  Sarco* 
phagus,  (on  which  some  curious  orna- 
ments, of  an  early  age^  may  be 
discerned,)  and  to  bring  their  sick 
children  to  be  cured.  The  saint's 
empty  coffin,  it  appears,  still  retains 
the  virtue  of  healing  possessed  hj 
her  body,  before  it  was  burnt  by  the 
ruthless  Huguenots  in  1562.  In  the 
S.  wall  of  the  nave  is  a  small  chapel, 
fenced  with  iron  bars,  called  **  Le 
Pas  de  Dieu,**  because  it  contains  the 
stone  impressed  by  the  footmark  of 
our  Saviour,  who  here  appeared  to 
St.  Radegonde,  according  to  the 
legend  !  It  is  covered  over  by  an  iron 
cage  to  protect  it.  Part  of  the 
internal  decorations  of  this  church 
are,  like  the  porch,  of  the  15th  century, 
and  some  of  the  sculpture  is  by  no 
means  appropriate  to  a  church. 

The  building,  called  the  Temple  de 
St,  Jean,  recently  converted  into  a 
Artt«^e,and  previously  a  church,  is,  next 
to  the  RcHiian  Circus,  the  oldest  edifice 
in  Poitiers,  and  one  of  the  oldest  Chris* 
tian  monuments  in  France ;  on  which 
account,  as  well  as  from  the  style  of 
its  architecture,  it  deserves  particular 
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attention  from    those  who  take  an 
interest  in  ancient  architecture. 

It  is  an  oblong  building,  measuring 
about  40  ft.  by  25,  its  greatest  length 
being  from  £.  to  W.,  and  its  walls  on 
these  sides,  terminating  in  obtuse  ga- 
bles. 

The. masonry  is  very  neat;  and  on 
3  of  the  walls,  inside  as  well  as  out, 
a  sort  of  arcade  is  introduced,  consist- 
ing of  a  circular  arch,  flanked  and 
surmounted  by  small  triangles,  re- 
sembling pediments.  These  triangular 
ornaments  are  similar  to  those  in  the 
old  church  of  Lorsch,  on  the  Rhine, 
and  may  remind  the  architect  of  the 
flat-sided  arches  occurring  in  the 
churches  of  Barton-on-the-Humber, 
and  elsewhere  in  England.  This 
debased  style  of  building,  arising  from 
«rant  of  skill  in  the  architects,  and  of 
funds  in  the  founders,  followed  the 
Homan,  at  the  fall  of  the  Empire,  and 
preceded  the  Romanesque,  and  it  is 
probable,  therefore,  that  the  Temple 
de  St  Jean  dates  from  the  6th  or 
7th  century.  Its  destination  appears 
to  have  been  that  of  a  Baptistery, 
judging  from  the  well  in  the  centre 
of  its  floor,  about  8  feet  deep,  having 
a  pipe  running  obliquely  into  it. 

This  supposition,— ~taking  into  con- 
-sideration  the  coincidence  in  style 
with  the  church  at  Lorsch,  a  build- 
-ing  supposed  to  be  of  the  8th  century, 
-appears  more  probable  than  that 
-which  would  make  it  a  Roman  tomb, 
merely  because  a  Roman  monumental 
^inscription  was  found  within  it.  The 
'Style  of  construction  is  decidedly 
post- Roman. 

To  convert  it  into  a  church,  a 
semicircular  apse  was  thrown  out 
from  the  E.  wall,  and  a  sort  of  porch 
was  raised  before  the  W.  The  style 
of  building  in  these  alterations  de- 
notes a  date  probably  not  later  than 
the  loth  century;  and  the  curious 
frescoes,  still  visible  on  the  inner 
walls,  are  perhaps  nearly  as  old.  The 
buirs-eye  windows  by  which  it  is 
lighted  were  originally  round-headed 
wmdows,  the  lower  part  of  which  has 


been  bricked  up.  This  edifice  was 
condemned,  a  few  years  ago,  by  the 
municipal  authorities,  to  be  pulled 
down,  because  it  stood  in  the  way  of 
the  road  to  Limoges.  Luckily  there 
were  found  in  Poitiers  some  ad- 
mirers of  ancient  art  to  save  it  from 
destruction. 

The  aTiHquities  deposited  within 
consist  chiefly  of  broken  fragments  of 
Roman  sculpture  and  architecture; 
a  mile-stone  of  the  age  of  Alexander 
Severus,  and  some  inscriptions ;  also  a 
curious  Byzantine  bas-relief  represent- 
ing St.  Hilarius. 

The  following  churches  deserve  the 
notice  of  the  antiquary  and  architect, 
in  addition  to  those  already  men- 
tioned. St,  Hilaire,  finished  1049, 
has  lost  a  portion  of  its  nave.  The 
apsidal  choir  rests  on  7  lofty  columnar 
piers.  The  Church  of  Moutiersneuf 
is  also  Romanesque,  but  has  been 
much  restored  since  the  Revolution. 

The  Romans  have  left  traces  of 
their  settlement  here,  on  the  site  of 
Gaulic  Litnonum,  a  city  of  the  Pictavi, 
in  the  remains  of  an  Amphitheatre, 
which  is  best  approached  through  the 
Inn  called  Hotel  d'Evreux.  At  the 
back  of  the  stable-yard  is  a  tole- 
rably perfect  wedge-shaped  vault,  now 
filled  with  hay  ;  and,  leading  to  it,  a 
part  of  the  vaulted  corridor  which 
ran  round  the  building  on  the  ground 
floor.  The  oval  interior  of  the  Circus 
is  now  converted  into  the  inn  garden, 
and  some  houses  have  been  built  upon 
the  sloping  constructions  around  it, 
which  formerly  supported  the  rows 
of  benches.  There  is  no  dotibt  that 
other  vaults  and  corridors  remain 
under  them.  The  hardness  and  re- 
gularity of  the  masonry,  in  the  portions 
of  the  wall  exposed  to  view,  are  such  as 
characterise  all  Roman  constructions. 

The  toven  of  Poitiers  is  surrounded 
by  narrow  valleys  or  ravines,  on  all 
sides  but  the  S.  W.,  where  a  neck  of 
land  connects  it  with  the  high  ridge 
whose  extremity  it  occupies.  In 
ancient  times  the  town  was  defended 
{  on  this  side  by  strong  walls  and   a 
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deep  ditch  dug  across  the  isthmus. 
The  space  immediately  within  these 
walls  is  now  converted  into  a  Prome- 
nade, called  de  Blossac,  from  an 
intendant  of  the  Province  in  the  last 
century.  It  would  be  a  very  agree- 
able walk  were  it  only  kept  clean, 
for  the  terraces,  resting  on  the  foun- 
dations of  the  old  walls,  command  a 
pleasing  view  into  the  deep  valley  of 
the  Clain  below. 

The  Bains  de  Bdvedere,  not  far 
from  this  walk,  are  comfortable  and 
moderate. 

From  the  heights  on  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Clain,  there  is  a  very  good  view 
of  the  picturesque  town  of  Poitiers,  but 
no  path  runs  along  them.  The  tiTiter  of 
this  took  an  agreeable  but  scrambling 
walk,  issuing  out  of  Poitiers  by  the 
Paris  gate,  crossing  the  bridge  over 
the  Clain,  then  ascending  through 
vineyards  behind  the  Faubourg,  and 
keeping  along  the  edge  of  the  cliff  as 
far  as  the  Road  to  Limoges,  where  he 
re-crossed  the  Clain  by  another 
bridge,  at  the  back  of  St.  iiadegonde. 

About  1|^  m.  out  (^  the  town,  a 
little  to  the  1.  of  the  road  to  Limoges, 
on  a  height,  is  a  Dolmen,  or  Druidic 
monument,  called  Pierre  Levie.  It 
is  a  block  of  calcareous  sandstone, 
about  13  ft  long  and  3  thick,  resting 
at  one  end  upon  upright  stones,  but 
at  the  other  deprived  of  its  support. 
Habelais  attributes  its  erection  to 
Pantagruel,  *<pour  le  divertissement 
des  eschoUers  de  1*  University.** 

At  about  an  equal  distance  from 
the  town,  in  another  direction, 
a  little  to  the  1.  of  the  road  to 
AngoulSme,  are  remains  of  a  Roman 
aqueduct,  which  supplied  water  to  the 
town  and  circus.  4  or  5  of  its  arches 
are  still  tolerably  perfect,  but  they  are 
neither  imposing  nor  very  ornamental. 

Poitiers  is  historically  very  cele- 
brated. The  invading  tide  of  the 
Saracenic  hordes  penetrated,  in  the  8th 
century,  thus  far  into  W.  Europe,  at  a 
moment  when  the  fate  of  Christianity 
seemed  trembling  in  the  scale.  At 
that  epoch,  having  already  conquered 


Spain,  they  poured  through  the  defiles 
of  the  Pyrenees,  overspread  Aqui* 
taine,  advanced  up  to  the  walls  of  Poi« 
tiers,  under  their  famed  chief  Abdeh* 
ramen,  and  burned  the  Church  of  St. 
Hilaire  to  the  ground.  They  were 
even  threatening  to  pass  the  Loir^ 
when  they  were  met,  somewhere  h% 
tween  Poitiers  and  Tours,  by  Charles 
M artel,  in  732.  This  contest  between 
the  East  and  the  West,  between  the 
Gospel  and  the  Koran,  ended  in  the 
defeat  of  the  Saracens,  300,000  of 
whom,  it  is  said,  but  on  the  doubtful 
authority  of  a  single  chronicler,  were 
lef):  dead  on  the  field  ;  and  the  remnant 
retired,  never  more  to  trouble  Christ- 
endom in  the  West.  The  site  of  the 
battle-field  has  never  been  exactly  as- 
certained, and  no  discovery  of  bones, 
"  grandia  effossis  ossa  sepulchris,"  has 
been  made,  which  would  surely  mark 
the  scene  of  so  enormous  a  slaughter. 
At  an  earlier  period  (507)  the  plains 
of  Poitiers  had  been  the  scene  of  the 
defeat  of  Alaric,  king  of  the  Visigoths, 
by  Clovis. 

Poitiers  is  distinguished  in  English 
History  by  the  signal  victory  gained 
under  its  walls,  in  1 356,  by  the  army 
of  the  Blaek  Prince,  consisting  ot 
English  and  Gascons,  who  early  in  that 
vear  had  invaded  the  S.  of  France,  and 
spread  desolation  through  Languedoc, 
Limousin,  and  Auvergne,  as  ^  as  the 
gates  of  Bourges  in  Berry.  The 
prince*s  whole  force  did  not  exceed 
12,000  or  14,000  men,  and  the  expedi- 
tion had  no  other  design  than  that  of 
a  foray,  to  "harry**  the  feir  fields  of 
France.  On  his  way  back  to  Bor- 
deaux, however,  suddenly  and  unex- 
pectedly, on  the  9th  September,  he 
encountered  the  army  of  John,  king  of 
France,  amounting  to  60,000  men,  of 
whose  vicinity,  and  even  of  their  march 
to  meet  him,  he  had  been  entirely 
ignorant. 

**  God  help  us,'*  said  the  prince  "we 
must  now  consider  how  we  can  best 
fight  them. "  The  Pope's  Legate,  Car- 
dinal Talleyrand,  assumuig  the  ofiSlce 
of  peace-maker,  in  vain  endeavoured 
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to  prevent  the  impending  strife  and 
bloodshed,  though  Edward  himself 
offered  to  acquiesce  in  any  reasonable 
terms,  consistent  with  his  honour, 
to  be  permitted  to  go  free.  He  of- 
fered to  give  up  all  the  towns  and 
castles  he  had  taken,  together  with 
the  prisoners,  and  not  to  bear  arms 
against  the  French  king  for  the  space 
of  7  !years.  The  French,  however, 
confident  in  numbers,  would  listen 
to  no  conditions  but  the  surrender  of 
the  Black  Prince,  and  100  of  his 
principal  knights.  The  result  is  well 
known.  The  English  owed  the  success 
of  the  day,  under  Providence,  to  their 
-well-chosen  position,  to  the  deadly  and 
skilfully  aimed  arrows  of  their  yeomen, 
which  availed  more  than  the  lances  of 
their  knights,  and  to  the  stout  hearts 
of  their  leaders,  the  Black  Prince  and 
Lord  Chandos,  and  of  all  the  English 
under  them. 

On  that  fatal  day  France  beheld 
the  flower  of  her  chivalry  laid  low, 
while  her  king,  John,  was  led  into 
captivity.  The  noble  dead  were 
buried  by  the  towns -folk  in  the 
churches  of  the  Cordeliers  and  Jaco- 
bins within  the  town.  The  field  of 
battle,  fixed  by  Froissart  on  a  spot 
which  he  calls  Maupertuis,  a  name 
now  lost  in  the  country,  is  proved,  by 
old  records,  in  which  it  b  frequently 
mentioned,  to  have  been  situated 
between  the  commandery  of  Beauvoir 
and  the  Abbey  of  Nouaill^,  near  the 
road  to  La  Rochelle. 

Conveyances. — daily  to  Bordeaux 
and  Tours,  by  Angouleme;  to 
Limoges;  to  Rochefort  (R.  62.); 
to  Nantes   (R.60.). 

The  road  from  Poitiers  to  Angou- 
l^e  possesses  little  interest.  Shortly 
afler  quitting  Poitiers,  by  the  neck 
of  land  bounded  by  the  Clain  valley, 
on  the  1.  it  passes  on  the  1.  the  road 
leading  to  the  Roman  Aqueduct  (p. 
S21. ),  and  at  a  short  distance  on  the  rt. 
that  to  Salutes  and  Rochefort  (R.62.). 

6  Croutelle. 

12  Vivonne. 

8  Mini^res. 


10  Couhe. 

10  Chaunai. 

8  Maisons  Blanches.  Civray,  2 
leagues  E.  of  this,  contains  a  Roman- 
esque chvrch,  whose  fa9ade  is  curiously 
ornamented  with  sculptures,  including 
signs  of  the  zodiac,  somewhat  like 
Notre  Dame  de  Poitiers,  but  dating 
probably  from  the  early  part  of  the 
12  th  century.  At  Charroux  8  ul 
farther  off,  are  remains  of  an  Abbey, 
now  reduced  to  a  tower  about  80ft. 
high,  rising  from  2  circular  arcades, 
one  above  the  other,  supported  by 
piers,  formed  of  bundles  of  shafts. 
This  was  originally  the  central  tower 
of  a  very  curious  church,  consisting 
of  a  circular  choir,  preceded  by  a 
rectangular  nave :  but  all  the  rest  is  de- 
stroyed. The  abbey  was  founded  by 
Charlemagne,  but  these  ruins  are  not 
older  than  the  11th  or  12th  century 

12  Ruffec,  (/n».*  Poste,  good;.— a 
sort  of  cream  cheese  is  niade  here.) 

6  Les  N^gres. 

11  Mansle;  here  the  river  Cha- 
rente  is  crossed. 

14  Churet. 

The  towers  of  the  cathedral  and 
castle  of  Angouleme  are  espied  10 
m.  off.  The  cultivation  of  the  vine 
now  becomes  general.  The  wines 
produced  about  Angouleme  and  along 
the  borders  of  the  Charente  are  of 
inferior  quality,  but  fit  for  converting 
into  brandy.  The  picturesque  and 
broad  valley  of  the  Touvres  is  entered, 
and  that  stream  is  crossed  at  Pontoux. 

A  few  miles  up  this  stream  is  the 
Royal  cannon  foundery  of  Ruelle : 
charcoal  is  exclusively  employed  as 
the  fuel  for  the  smelting  furnaces,  and 
is  abundantly  supplied  by  the  neigh- 
bouring forests. 

Farther  on,  in  the  same  direction^  is 
La  Rochefoucauld,  whose  castle  was 
the  ancient  residence  of  the  family  of 
that  name,  its  most  noted  scion  being 
Francois,  author  of  the  celebrated 
"  Maximes.*' 

It  escaped  destruction  at  theTlevo- 
lution,  and  still  belongs  to  the  same 
family,  though  no  longer  inhabited  by 
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them.  It  is  a  huge  pile,  flanked  by 
round,  oone-roofed  towers  at  the 
angles,  forming  3  sides  of  a  square, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  the  antique 
dox^on,  was  erected  in  the  time  of 
Francis  I.  A  range  of  arcades  serves 
as  a  passage  along  the  inner  fa9ade, 
and  a  curious  and  richly-ornamented 
spiral  stone  staircase  leads  to  the 
upper  stories.  Below  the  castle  are 
▼ery  exten^ve  Cavesy  not  now  entered, 
which  served  as  a  refiige  to  the 
Huguenots,  in  the  wars  of  Religion. 
There  are  similar  natural  caverns  all 
along  the  valley  of  the  Tardon^re,  the 
largest  of  which,  Les  Grottes  de 
Rancogne,  are  about  S  miles  above 
Xa  Rochefoucauld.  They  are  tra* 
versed  by  a  streamlet,  and  contain 
some  stalactites. 

The  approach  to  AngouUme  lies 
through  the  long  suburb  de  THou- 
meau  (in  which  is  the  Poste  aux 
Chevaux),  and  it  is  not  necessary 
to  enter  the  town  at  all  in  proceeding 
to  Bordeaux,  unless  you  intend  to 
9top  here,  but  the  inn  is  in  the  upper 
town.  A  very  steep  ascent  leads  from 
THoumeau  into 

11  AngouUme,  (/hns  .•  La  Poste, 
new  and  good ;  the  landlord's  pat^  of 
fbies  de  canards  famous ;  the  cuisine 
excellent:  —  H.  des  Etrangers,  dili- 
gence-house. ) 

Angoulem^  the  ancient  capital  of 
the  Angoumois,  now  of  the  dep. 
de  la  Charente,  occupies  a  situation, 
not  imlike  that  of  Poitiers,  on  the 
top  of  a  high  hill,  terraced  round 
with  remains  of  the  ancient  ramparts 
above,  while  below  it  is  nearly  encircled 
by  the  course  of  the  Charente,  and 
by  another  small  stream  falling  into 
it.  The  town  is  distinguished  by 
far  more  life,  industry,  and  trade  than 
Poitiers,  and  possesses,  with  its  sub- 
urbs, a  population  of  16,910  inhab. 
Though  planted  on  the  top  of  an  iso- 
lated hill,  more  than  aOQ  ft.  above  the 
Charente,  it  is  most  abundantly  sup- 
plied with  fountains  of  fresh  water, 
pumped  up  by  machinery  recently 
established.     Its  houses  being  of  a 


very  white  stone,  easily  cut,  have  a 
cheerful  appearance :  it  has  many  new 
streets  and  a  few  old  buildings.  Its 
most  pleasing  features,  however,  are 
the  series  of  Terrcux-walks  running 
round  it,  in  the  place  of  the  old  ram- 
parts, and  commanding  a  charming 
view  of  the  industrious  valley,  deep 
below,  of  the  winding  Charente 
fringed  with  verdure,  of  the  suburbs^ 
and  the  paper-miBs  on  the  river  banks, 
which  furnish  the  staple  article  of 
manii&cture  here.  By  far  the  finest 
portion  of  these  terraces  is  the  Pro^ 
menetde  BeatUieu;  and  a  series  of  walks 
and  shrubberies  extend  down  the 
slopes  below  it  towards  the  bottom  of 
the  valley.  In  the  midst  of  them 
stands  a  column  dedicated,  by  preci* 
pitate  loyalty,  to  the  Duchess  d*An* 
goulSme  in  1815,  re-dedicated,  since 
1830,  "A  la  Libert^." 

In  the  irregular  Pface,  serving  for 
the  market,  in  the  centre  of  the  town^ 
stands  the  old  Castle,  distinguished  by 
its  3  picturesque  feudal  towers,  and 
tall  donjon,  now  converted  into  a 
prison,  and  surmounted  by  the  tde- 
graph.  It  contains  a  number  of 
vaulted  apartments,  but  possesses 
nothing  of  interest,  save  the  recoUec* 
tion  that  it  was  the  residence  of  the 
ancient  Counts  of  Angouleme ;  that 
Marguerite  de  Valois,  Queen  of  Na* 
Tarre,  was  born  in  it,— the  most  ae« 
complished  princess  of  her  day,  **  La 
Marguerite  des  Marguerites,**  as  her 
brother,  Francois  I,  called  her;  and  that 
its  walls  gave  shelter  to  Marie  de  Me* 
dicis.  She  retired  hither,  after  her  hus- 
band's assassination,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Due  d'Epernon,  governor  of 
the  Angoumois,  who  has  been  suspected 
of  being  the  accomplice  of  Ravaillacs 
while  the  queen-mother  herself  is  not 
free  from  suspicion — "The  death  of 
Henry  did  not  sufficiently  surprise  her.*' 

The  Cathedral  is  rather  a  curious 
than  a  beautiful  edifice,  in  the  Ro- 
manesque style,  rebuilt,  from  its 
foundations,  in  1120.  It  suffered  at 
the  Revolution;  and  till  very  lately 
bore   over  its    frontispiece   the    ill* 
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effaced  infcription,  "  Temple  de  la 
Baison,**  set  over  it  at  that  period. 
Jt  is  surmounted  by  a  fine  tall  tower, 
pf  6  rows  of  semicircular  arcades, 
rising  on  the  N.  side.  The  W.  front 
is  in  the  style  of  the  churches  of 
Italy;  almost  the  whole  space  being 
divided  by  circular  arcades,  resting  on 
el^ant  columns,  enclosing  statues 
piuch  mutilated,  surmounted,  in  the  pe^ 
diment,  by  a  statue  of  the  Saviour  (once 
supposed  to  be  Jupiter),  surrounded 
by  the  attributes  of  the  4  Evangelists. 
The  nare  has  no  side  aisles,  and  its 
roof  is  formed  of  3  vaulted  cupolas,  a 
style  of  construction  not  known  to  the 
K.  of  the  Loire.  At  the  cross  rises 
an  octagonal  tower.  The  choir  ends 
in  an  apse.  Numerous  additions  and 
repairs  were  made  to  the  interior,  after 
the  barbarous  devastations  committed 
by  the  Huguenots  in  1562  and  1568. 

Among  modem  buildings,  the  Pa- 
IcM  de  Justice  is  by  no  means  con- 
temptible. In  the  attic  has  been 
placed  the  public  Librajy,  containing 
14,000  vols.,  and  a  small  collection  of 
J^atural  History. 

Outside  the  town,  to  the  N.,  in  the 
escarped  rock  below  the  ramparts,  is 
the  Grotte  de  St,  Cyhard,  a  holy  her- 
mit, whose  real  name  was  Eparchus, 
who  occupied  it  as  his  cell,  and  died 
here  in  the  6th  century.  By  the  sanc- 
tity of  his  life  he  caused  the  foundation 
of  a  church  and  monastery,  which  ex- 
tended from  the  cave  to  the  Charente, 
imd  was  once  much  frequented  by  de- 
vout pilgrims,  but  both  are  now  swept 
away.  In  the  grotto,  which  Charle- 
magne himself  approached  on  bended 
knees  in  order  to  perform  his  devo- 
tions, mass  was  said  daily,  down  to 
the  time  of  the  Revolution.  This 
oldest  Christian  monument  in  Angou- 
ISme  is  respected  by  its  present  owner, 
but  no  longer  serves  as  a  church. 

Ausonius  makes  mention  of  this 
town  under  the  name  IcuHsmOy  fanci- 
fully derived  from  "  In  collis  summa,** 
and  gradually  softened  down,  as  some 
conjecture,  into  the  modern  Angou- 
l^me. 


Angouleme  and  the  surrounding 
province  were  governed,  from  the  8th 
century  down  to  1303,  when  they 
were  united  to  France,  by  a  long  line 
of  independent  counts,  1 9  in  number ; 
first  of  the  race  of  Taillefer,  and,  after 
1 180,  of  the  house  of  Lusignan.  It 
also  belonged  to  the  English,  and  was 
some  time  the  residence  of  the  Black 
Prince  after  .the  battle  of  Poitiers, 
1360.  One  of  the  town  gates,  not 
pulled  down  until  1808,  was  named 
Porte  tie  Chandos,  from  the  brave 
English  knight  who  built  it,  while 
constable  of  Aquitaine,  for  Edward 
III.  A  house  in  the  Rue  de  Geneve 
is  pointed  out  as  that  inhabited  by 
Calvin,  who  sought  refuge  here  1533, 
and  taught  Greek  to  mjj^ntsun  himsel£ 
The  Hace  de  Murier  receives  its  name 
from  a  mulberry-tree  which  stood  in 
the  midst  of  it  while  it  was  the  convent 
garden  of  the  Jacobins.  During  the 
outrages  committed  by  the  Calvinist 
soldiery,  1562,  when  they  captured 
and  sacked  the  town,  the  monk 
Michel  Grillet  was  hung  to  its  boughs» 
in  the  presence  of  the  Admiral  Co- 
ligny,  whose  death  he  is  said  to  have 
foretold  with  his  dying  words,  saying, 
**  You  shall  be  thrown  out  of  the 
window,  like  Jezebel,  and  shall  be 
ignominiously  dragged  through  the 
streets." 

Among  the  remarkable  persons 
natives  of  this  place  are  Ravaillac, 
the  assassin  of  Henri  IV;  Poltrot, 
who  shot  the  Due  de  Guise  le 
Balafr^  before  the  walls  of  Orleans ; 
and  Montalambert,  the  inventor  of  a 
system  of  fortification. 

The  Naval  School,  established  here 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Due  d* An- 
gouleme 1816,  was  suppressed  1830, 
and  very  judiciously  transferred  to 
Brest,  and  the  building  in  the  Fau- 
bourg I'Houmeau  still  remains  closed. 

The  manufactures  of  Angouleme 
consist  of  paper,  made  in  numerous 
(36  ?)  mills  in  the  neighbouring  val- 
leys, and  brandy. 

CApitaX  path  de  perdrix  auxtrouffes 
are  made  here. 
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The  Charente  is  navigable  up  to 
the  quay  below  the  town.  A  Steamer 
runs  to  Saintes  (R.  62.)  3  times  a 
week. 

185  ro.W.  of  Angouleme,  on  the 
way  to  Cognac,  (R.  62.)  is  JamaCy 
where  a  handful  of  Protestants,  com- 
manded by  the  Prince  de  Cond6,  en- 
gaged the  royal  army  commanded  by 
the  Due  d*  Anjou,  doubling  their  force 
in  number,  and  were  defeated.  Cond£ 
fell,  after  giving  the  signal  for  a  third 
charge,  which  he  led,  with  one  arm 
in  a  sling,  and  his  leg  shattered. 
Young  Henri,  Prince  of  B^arn,  his 
nephew,  was  a  spectator  of  the  bloody 
affray,  but  was  not  permitted  to  take 
part  in  it. 

The  road  to  Bordeaux  descends 
from  Angouleme  into  the  valley  by  a 
series  of  zigzags,  under  the  Promenade 
de  Beaulieu.  About  the  middle  of  the 
stage  the  ruins  of  the  Abhey  of  la 
Couranne  are  seen  on  the  1.,  in  the 
midst  of  a  green  valley  abounding  in 
paper-mills.  After  escaping  destruc- 
tion at  the  Revolution,  it  has  been  de- 
molished, for  the  sake  of  the  material, 
since  1808,  and  is  now  reduced  to  a 
mere  fragment,  including  the  W. 
front  with  a  fine  door- way,  and  part 
of  a  rose- window  over  it. 

13  Roulet. 

8  Petignac.  The  post  house  is  like 
a  little  chateau ;  beyond  it  is  a  steep 
ascent.    . 

13  Barbezieux  (7nns.*  Poste,  Boule 
d*Or),  the  only  good  inn  between 
Angouleme  and  Bordeaux :  dinner  in 
private,  4  fr.,  with  wine. 

The  high  road  traverses  the  boule- 
vard, or  promenade,  on  the  outskirts 
of  this  little  town,  of  about  2500 
inhabitants :  it  once  belonged  to  the 
Seigneurs  of  La  Rochefoucauld. 

7  Beignac. 

7  La  Graulle,  in  a  monoto- 
nous sandy  district  of  heath  and  com- 
mon. 

At  Chevanceau,  a  road  branches 
off*  to  Liboume.    (  R.  7 1 . ) 

14  La  Garde- Montlieu. 

6  Chierzac.     More  common  and  fir 


plantations.  In  this  district,  and  else** 
where  in  the  south,  during  very  hot 
weather,  the  oxen  wear  coats,  and  the 
asses  are  breeched,  to  protect  them 
from  the  flies. 

13  Cavignac,  in  the  department  of 
the  Gironde. 

About  IJ  m.  beyond  the  village 
St.  Andr6  the  road  reaches  the  post 
station,  Cubsac,  on  the  rt.  bank  of 
the  Dordogne,  here  a  broad  estuary, 
formerly  crossed  in  ferry-boats,  in 
which  passengers  and  carriages  were 
embarked.  The  transit  occupied 
from  }  to  }  an  hour,  and  was  some- 
times attended  with  danger,  and  al^ 
ways  formed  a  serious  interruption 
to  the  communication  between  Bor* 
deaux  and  the  French  metropolis. 
For  this  disagreeable  ferry  an  iron- 
wire  Suspension  Bridge  is  now  substi* 
tuted,  divided  into  5  curves,  supported 
on  6  pair  of  piers,  consisting  of  hollow 
open  columnar  shafts  or  towers  of  cast 
iron.  Tlie  road-way  of  the  bridge 
is  raised  93  ft.  above  the  water,  so 
as  to  allow  vessels  of  large  size  to 
pass  under  it ;  and  the  approaches 
to  it,  from  either  bank,  are  by  a 
series  of  lofty  stilted  arches,  29  in 
number,  on  either  bank,  which  have  a 
striking  effect.  The  bridge  itself  has 
much  the  appearance  of  the  Brighton 
chain  pier,  and  is  of  slight  construc- 
tion, being  warranted  to  stand  no 
more  than  40  years,  it  is  understood. 
Besides  the  suspending  wire  cables, 
others  are  attached  to  the  summits  of 
the  piers,  in  the  manner  of  stays  or 
braces,  to  steady  them.  The  length 
of  the  central,  or  suspension  bridge,  is 
1640  ft,  and  the  29  arches,  on  either 
side,  measure  656  ft.,  making  a  total 
length  of  2952  ft.,  or  more  than  J  a 
mile  :  it  is  20  ft.  wide. 

The  wire  bridge  of  Cubsac,  the 
longest  in  France,  and,  indeed,  in 
Europe,  was  begun  1835,  and  finished 
1839,  at  a  cost  of  3,000,000  fr.,  by  the 
engineer,  Fortun^  de  Vergez. 

The  tolls  for  passing  the  bridge  are 
heavy. 

The  Dordogne  joins  the  Garonne 
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10  m.  below  this  bridge,  and  their 
united  waters  form  the  estuary  called 
the  Gironde,  after  which  the  depart- 
ment is  named. 

The  tongue  of  land  which  separates 
the  Dordogne  from  the  Garonne, 
across  which  our  road  lies,  is  a  fertile 
district,  chiefly  laid  out  in  vineyards 
and  corn  fields,  and  scattered  over 
with  country  seats.  It  is  called  the 
«<  Entre  Deux  Mers." 

The  road  from  Liboume  falls  in  on 
thel.  (R.  71) 
9  Carbon  Blanc. 

The  approach  to  Bordeaux  is 
very  striluog ;  the  road  is  carried 
down,  from  a  considerable  height,  in 
gently  terraced  slopes,  winding  round 
the  dboulder  of  the  hill,  overlooking 
the  broad  Garonne,  and  the  city  of  Bor 
deaux  lining  its  opposite  concave  bank. 
From  the  foot  of  the  hill  a  straight 
avenue,  2  m.  long,  leads  to  the  magni- 
ficent Bridge^  one  of  the  finest  in  Eu- 
rope, consisting  of  1 7  arches  of  stone, 
the  walls  and  spandrils  being  brick, 
with  stone  quoins,  1534  fl.  long,  tra- 
versing the  Garonne,  from  the  little 
suburb  La  Bastide  to  the  city  of  Bor- 
deaux. 

Until  1821  the  Garonne  was  passed, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  Dordogne 
down  to  more  recent  times,  by  a  ferry ; 
and  the  want  of  a  bridge  has  confined 
the  city  exclusively  to  the  1.  bank  of 
the  river. 

A  bridge  of  wood  was  begun  in  the 
time  of  Napoleop,  but  was  abandoned 
soon  after  for  one  of  stone,  which  was 
completed,  1821,  by  a  company  of 
shareholders,  who  are  repaid,  by  the 
tolls  during  99  years,  for  their  outlay, 
which  amounted  to  260,000^.,  (6^ 
millions  of  fr.)  The  architect  was 
M.  Deschamps. 

A  vaulted  passage  runs  under  the 
roadway,  between  it  and  the  arches, 
for  the  whole  length  of  the  bridge; 
this  gives  a  great  height  of  wall  be- 
tween the  crown  of  the  arches  and  the 
parapet. 

As  the  French  are  fond  of  com- 
paring   this    bridge    with    that     of 


Waterloo,  the  dimensions  of  both  are 
here  given  in  English  ft. 

No.  of    Width 
Length.  Width.  Arches,  of  Arch. 
Bordeaux  1534      47       17  85* 

Waterloo    1326       40         9         118 

The  view  of  Bordeaux  from  the 
bridge  is  very  striking.  Opposite  the 
bridge  stands  the  Porte  dov  Bourgogne, 
erected  to  commemorate  the  birth  of 
the  Due  de  B.,  grandson  of  Louis 
XIV. 

1 1  Bordeaux  in  Route  73. 


ROUTE  65. 

POITIERS  TO  CHATEAUROUX  BT  ST.  SA- 
VIN ;  WITH  EXCURSION  TO  MONT- 
MORILLON. 

1 1 9  kilom.  =  73  J  Eng.  m. 

This  cross  road,  not  much  travelled, 
leads  to  some  interesting  antiquities. 

23  Chauvigny,  a  town  of  1000  in- 
habitants,   occupies    a  commanding 
height  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Vienne. 
It  was,  in  feudal  times,  a  strong  for- 
tress, and  still  possesses  the  ruins  of 
3  distinct  Catties  built  on  the  same 
plan,  a  square  flanked  by  turrets;   The 
DonjoHt  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  shows  on 
one  side  a  breach  in  its  wall,  made  by 
a  battery  of  cannon  in  the  1 6th  cen- 
tury, during  the  wars  of  Religion,  and 
now  filled  up  with  bricks  arranged 
herring-bone  fashion.       One  of  the 
castles,  the  most  modern,  probably  of 
the  13th  or  14th  century,  with  pointed 
windows,   now    serves   as   a  prison. 
There  are  many  old  houses  in  the 
upper  town  dating  from  the  15th  and 
1 6th  centuries. 

The  Church,  also  in  the  upper 
town,  is  a  very  interesting  Romanesque 
building,  decorated  with  all  the  orna- 
ments of  Byzantine  art  externally, 
and  also  within;  the  capitals  of  its 
columns  being  carved  with  mer- 
maids, monsters,  &c.,  as  well  as  with 
scriptural  subjects. 

*  Only  the  7  central  arches  have  this  width, 
the  rest  are  smaller. 
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19  St.  Saviuhasa  CAicrcA  decorated, 
in  its  porch,  nave,  and  crypt,  under 
the  choir,  with  fresco  paintings,  re- 
presenting scriptural  subjects  from 
the  Creation,  the  figures  as  large  as 
life,  and  tolerably  well  preserved. 
Those  in  the  crypt  describe  the 
Legend  of  St  Savin  and  St.  Cyprien, 
and  are  of  smaller  proportions.  They 
are  probably  the  work  of  Greek  or 
Italian  artists  in  the  llth,  or,  at 
earliest,  of  the  10th  century,  and  are 
certainly  very  valuable  as  monuments 
of  early  art.  It  has  been  remarked,  as 
a  proof  of  the  antiquity,  or  the  Eastern 
origin,  of  these  frescoes,  that  the 
horsemen  are  represented  riding  with- 
out stirrups.  The  whole  church  was 
originally  covered  with  paintings : 
those  in  the  choir  have  been  effaced 
by  whitewash !  The  church  itself  is 
a  very  ancient  specimen  of  Roman- 
esque architecture;  it  is  entered  by 
steps  leading  down  into  it,  and  the 
W.  end  seems  to  have  been  separated 
from  the  rest,  so  as  to  ibrm  a  Nartbex, 
like  the  gallilee  of  some  English 
churches.  The  choir  and  shallow 
transepts  end  in  apses. 

At  AfontotoriZ/on,  1 2  m.  S.  of  St.  Savin, 
**  in  the  court  yard  of  what  was  the 
baronial  castle,  and  is  now  a  college, 
there  is  an  ancient  and  very  curious 
chapel.       Originally,  it   must    have 
been  the  domestic  chapel  of  the  lords 
of    the    adjacent    castle*     doubtless 
erected  by  them,  and  for  their  private 
use.     It  consists  of  a  subterraneous 
erypt,  which,  probably,  was  the  fa- 
mily vault,  and  an  octagonal  chapel 
above  it,  with  a  conical  roof.     Fart 
of  this  building  is  in  the  round  style, 
and  part  in  the  pointed.     That  part 
which  is  in  the  round  style  may  be- 
long    to    the    11th    century.       The 
pointed  part  cannot  be  older  than  the 
ISth.     But  the  most  remarkable  fea- 
ture  in  this  building,   and  that   to 
which  it  owes  its  celebrity,  is  a  group 
of  rudely  sculptured   figures  which 
occupy  a  recess  above  the  door-way. 
Various  explanations  of  this  singular 
group    have    been    offered    by    the 


learned,  but  none  of  them  are  satis- 
factory, and  the  problem  is  more  dif- 
ficult to  solve,  as  some  of  the  figures 
are  taken  from  ordinary  life,  and  some 
are  allegorical." — H.  G.  K.  The 
most  singular  and  inexplicable,  per« 
haps,  are  two  female  figures,  the  one 
corpulent,  having  toads  or  scarabs 
hanging  from  her  breasts ;  the  other, 
meagre,  entwined  by  serpents,  and 
suckling  them. 

18  Le  Blanc. 

18  Scoury. 

11  St.  Gaulthier. 

15  Lothiers. 

15  Chateauroux.     R.  70. 


ROUTE  66. 

FOITIBRS  TO  ROCHEFORT  BT  MIORT. 

132  kilom.  =  80  Eng.  m. 

Poitiers  (in  Route  64)  to 

6  Croutelle,  on  the  road  to  Bor- 
deaux. 

17  Lusignan  on  the  Vonne  gave 
its  name  to  the  noble  family  which 
rescued  Jerusalem  from  the  Infidels 
and  for  some  time  occupied  its  throne. 
The  castle  was  surprised  and  razed  by 
the  Catholics  1574,  and  a  public  walk 
occupies  its  site. 

12  Villedieu  du  Perron. 

14  St.  Maixant,  5500  inhab.  on  the 
S^vre. 

10  La  Creche. 

13  ISiort,  (Inn,  Maison  de  Bour* 
gogne,  not  recommended.)  Chef  lieu 
of  the  dept.  of  the  Deux  Sevres,  on 
the  Sdvre  Niortaise,  22000  inhab. 

The  did  Castle  surmounted  by  2 
keep  towers  each  fianqued  by  8  tur- 
rets, remarkable  as  the  birth-place,  or 
at  least  the  cradle  of  Madame  de 
Maintenon,  whose  profligate  father. 
Constant  d'Aubigny,  was  confined  in 
it,  is  now  the  Maison  dCArrit. 

10  Frontenay. 
13  Mauze. 

11  Surgeres 
10  Huron. 

16  Rochefort,  in  Route  62. 
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The  scenery  of  Limousin,  through  which  province  the  following  Routes 
conduct  the  traveller  to  the  Pyrenees,  is  thus  described  in  the  excellent  work 
of  Arthur  Young :  — 

**  In  regard  to  the  general  beauty  of  a  country,  I  prefer  Limousin  to  every 
other  province  in  France.  It  does  not  depend  on  any  particular  feature,  but 
is  the  result  of  many.  Hill,  dale,  wood,  enclosures,  streams,  lakes,  and  scat- 
tered farms,  are  mingled  into  a  thousand  delicious  landscapes,  which  set  off 
everywhere  this  province." 

The  length  of  the  portion  of  the  chain  of  the  Pyrenees  running  between 
the  Mediterranean  and  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  forming  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween France  and  Spain,  is  estimated  at  about  270  m.  The  highest  parts  of 
the  chain  are  near  the  centre,  and  it  descends  considerably  towards  the  Medi- 
terranean and  the  Gulf  of  Gascony.  The  highest  summits  do  not  occur  on 
the  central  ridge  or  main  chain,  but  on  tlie  buttresses  running  out  from  it  to 
the  S.,  and  therefore  belong  to  Spain.  Only  one  summit  within  the  French 
frontier,  the  Vignemale,  attains  an  elevation  of  11,000  ft.,  while  3  in  the  Spa- 
nish portion  of  the  chain  exceed  that  measure.  The  average  length  of  the 
valleys  running  up  from  the  plain  to  the  crest  of  the  mountains  is  about 
36  m. 

Without  doubt  some  of  the  finest  scenery  in  France  is  to  be  found  among 
the  Pyrenees,  which*  though  inferior  in  height,  and  on  the  whole  in  grandeur  of 
scenery,  number  of  snowy  peaks,  and  area  of  crystal  glaciers,  to  the  Alps,  yet 
possess  beauties  peculiar  to  themselves,  of  which  the  Alps  cannot  boast. 
Tlie  sunny  atmosphere,  which  they  owe  to  their  more  southern  latitude, 
gives  a  warmth  or  glow  to  the  landscape  which  will  in  vain  be  sought  farther 
to  the  N. ;  and  this  genial  climate,  while  it  banishes  perpetual  snow  to  a 
height  of  about  9000  ft.  (i.  e.  more  than  1000  ft.  above  the  Alpine  snow  line), 
also  spreads  a  richness  of  sylvan  decorations  over  these  mountains  unparallelled 
in  SwLss  scenery.  Heights  which  in  a  more  northern  region  would  either  be 
condemned  to  nakedness,  or  to  a  scanty  growth  of  lichens,  are  here  clothed  in 
verdure  to  the  very  top  ;  and  precipitous  rocks,  elsewhere  rejecting  all  vege- 
tation, are  tufted  in  every  cranny  and  fissure  with  brushwood,  especially  with 
box,  which  thrives  and  spreads  wonderfully. 

But  the  pride  and  boast  and  chief  charm  of  the  Pyrenees  are  their  vast 
forests,  the  seas  of  undulating  foliage  wiuch  clothe  their  sides  and  tops,  not 
merely  of  dark  monotonous  fir,  but  oak  and  beech :  examples  of  these  are 
presented  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Val  d*Ossau,  near  Gabas,  in  parts  of  the 
d'Argelez  and  Val  d*Aure. 

The  meadows  which  carpet  the  lower  slopes  and  bottom  of  the  valleys 
equal  if  they  do  not  surpass  those  of  Switzerland  in  intense  verdure  produced 
by  irrigation  and  sunshine,  and  approximate  to  the  even  surface  of  an 
English  lawn ;  and  while  the  plains  of  Langucdoc  and  Provence  are  parched 
into  a  yellow  desert,  here  the  hues  of  spring  are  prolonged  into  summer  and 
autumn,  and  the  traveller  is  constantly  refreshed  by  vernal  gales. 
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The  brawling  rivers  (Gaves  is  the  local  name  derived  from  the  same  Celtic 
root  as  our  Avon)  are  remarkable,  beyond  those  of  almost  any  other  country, 
for  their  excessive  purity,  and  for  tints  resembling  beryl  and  chrysoprase. 
The  waterfalls  are  second  rate,  quite  inferior  to  those  of  Switzerland ; 
those  above  Cauterets  are  pretty,  and,  perhaps,  the  finest  That  of  Gavamie, 
Uie  loftiest  in  Europe  but  one  (in  Norway)  though  ISOO  ft.  high,  is  a  mere 
thread  of  water.  Lakes  are  almost  entirely  wanting,  and  here  the  inferiority 
of  the  Pyrenean  mountains  to  those  of  Switzerland  is  most  decided.  The 
Lacs  de  Gaube,  of  Seculeijo  (or  Lac  d'Oo),  and  the  Lac  Bleu,  though  very 
interesting  from  the  adjuncts  of  scenery,  precipices,  and  streamlets  dashing 
into  them,  are  mere  mountain  tarns,  yet  they  are  the  finest  and  almost  the 
only  sheets  of  water. 

The  chain  of  the  Pyrenees  has  in  a  considerable  degree  the  character  of 
a  vast  wall  drawn  from  sea  to  sea,  inasmuch  as  it  preserves  an  almost  un- 
varying ridge,  notched  by  frequent  passes  or  cols,  rarely  more  than  1000  ft, 
lower  than  the  summit  of  the  crest  which  surmounts  them.  The  consequence 
is,  that  the  passes  leading  across  the  chain  are  generally  higher  than  among  the 
Alps,  far  higher  in  proportion  to  the  comparative  elevation  of  the  Pyrenees, 
and  that  they  are  much  less  accessible  for  high  roads ;  indeed  only  two  are 
practicable  for  carriages  —  the  Pass  of  the  Bidassoa,  at  the  W.  extremity,  close 
to  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  that  of  the  Col  de  Pertus,  at  the  E.,  along  the 
shore  of  the  Mediterranean.  There  are  however  at  least  50  passes  known  to 
and  used  by  the  shepherds  and  mountaineers,  and  most  of  them  practicable 
on  horseback.  They  are  here  called  "  Ports,"  a  very  expressive  name,  for  in 
many  instances  they  are  literally  doors  cut  in  the  crest  of  the  mountains  lead- 
ing from  France  into  Spain.  The  most  striking  of  these,  and  well  worth 
the  traveller's  attention,  are  the  **  Breche  de  Roland,"  and  the  Port  de  Ve- 
nasque,  the  passage  of  which  reveals  the  grandest,  and  almost  the  only,  view 
of  the  Maladetta,  the  monarch  of  the  Pyrenees. 

The  valleys  of  the  Pyrenees  run  nearly  at  rt.  angles  with  the  great  dorsal 
ridge  descending  from  the  central  spine  into  the  plain,  in  a  series  of  basins 
and  gorges :  the  most  considerable  are  the  valleys  of  the  Garonne  and  Aridge. 

The  most  beautiful  are  the  Val  d'Argelez  (which  no  one  should  omit  see- 
ing), Val  d*Ossau,  and  valleys  of  the  Garonne,  Adour,  and  Lys,  Val  d*Aure, 
and  Val  d'Aran. 

The  most  grand  gorges  are  those  leading  from  Pierrefitteto  Cauterets  and 
Luz,  and  that  of  Mahourat  leading  to  Pont  d'Espagne,  and  the  approach  to 
Eaux  Chaudes. 

Several  Pyrenean  valleys  have  a  termination  quite  peculiar  to  themselves — 
in  a  Cirque  or  Oule  (a  local  word,  meaning  pot,  Latin  oUa),  a  vast  semicircle, 
excavated  in  the  mass  of  the  mountain,  walled  round  by  precipices  of  great 
height,  surrounding  two-thirds  or  three-fourths  of  the  basin,  and  leaving  no 
opening  but  that  by  which  the  waters  escape.  The  finest  of  these  cirques  is 
that  of  Gavamie,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Val  de  Lavedan  :  its  walls  are 
loftiest  and  most  perfect ;  that  of  Troumouse  at  the  head  of  the  Val  d*H6as 
is  larger,  but  not  so  deep  :  another  occurs  at  the  bottom  of  the  Val  Estaub^. 
The  nearest  approach  to  this  peculiar  formation  of  the  vale  head  in  the  Alps 
is  at  Leuk ;  but  the  precipices  of  the  Gemmi,  which  wall  it  round,  want  the 
semicircular  arrangement,  as  well  as  the  waterfalls,  the  towers,  and  cylinders 
of  rock  which  give  the  grand  character  to  the  scenery  of  Gavamie. 

The  valleys  of  the  Pyrenees  are  separated  from  one  another  by  lateral 
ridges  descending  like  ribs  or  buttresses  from  the  great  chain,  over  which  the 
communication  is   maintained  by  numerous  minor  cols,  called  Portilhns, 
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or  ill  some  parts  Hourqiiettes,  Such  are  the  interesting  passes  of  the  Tour- 
malets  and  of  the  Hourquettes  d*  Arreau  and  d'Aspin. 

Most  visiters  to  the  Pyrenees  make  a  point  of  ascending  one  of  the  high 
peaks  in  the  vicinity  of  the  baths,  either  for  the  sake  of  the  view,  or  to  say 
they  have  been  on  such  or  such  a  peak  :  hence,  "  Avez-vous  fait  quelques 
ascensions?*'  is  a  common  inquiry.  The  mountain  which  may  be  ascended 
with  least  trouble,  and  which  repays  well  by  its  prospect,  is  the  Pic  deBergfmt, 
above  Luz.  The  Pic  du  Midi  de  Bigorre,  conveniently  reached  from  either 
Barnes  or  Bagndres  de  Bigorre,  is  loftier  and  more  difficult.  Less  easy 
stiU  are  the  Pic  du  Midi  d'Ossau,  the  Canigou  in  the  £.  Pyrenees,  and  the 
Br^che  de  Roland ;  while  the  still  more  lofty  Vignemale  is  no  easy  task  to 
surmount,  and  the  Mont  Perdu  is  both  difficult  and  dangerous — an  exploit 
for  a  practised  mountaineer ;  and  the  Maladetta  wears  snow  on  its  crest 
never  trodden  by  human  foot  until  1842. 

A  dash  into  Spain,  of  three  or  four  days'  duration,  will  add  much  to  the 
variety  and  interest  of  a  journey  among  the  Pyrenees.  The  points  whence  it 
may  be  made  with  most  advantage,  are  either  from  Bayonne  to  St.  Sebastian, 
from  Eaux  Bonnes  or  Cauterets  to  the  Baths  of  Fenticousa,  or  from  Lu- 
chon  to  Venasque  and  the  Val  d'Aran.  Short  accounts  are  given  in  the 
following  pages  of  all  these  excursions.  Those  who  attempt  them  must  be 
prepared  to  <* rough  it;"  they  will  encounter  a  wild  people,  rude  villages, 
accommodations  of  the  very  worst  kind,  yet  very  expensive,  paths  scarcely 
passable,  and  cookery  nauseous  to  those  unused  to  it  from  oil  and  garlic« 
The  sudden  transition  from  France  to  Spain,  the  total  difference  of  people, 
language,  manners,  habitations,  food,  yields  the  chief  zest  to  such  a  journey. 
Ah  invitation  to  one  of  the  Spanish  BuU-Jlghts,  which  are  held  every  year  in 
all  the  large  towns  of  the  N.  of  Spain,  may  tempt  some  to  penetrate  farther 
into  the  country.  ( In  that  case,  we  must  refer  them  to  the  Handbook  fir 
Spain.) 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Pyrenees,  composed  of  various  races,  interesting  fbr 
their  antiquity,  customs,  costumes,  &c.,  are  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  tra> 
veller.  At  the  W.  extremity  of  the  chain,  S.  of  Bayonne,  you  have  the 
Basques,  the  aborigines  of  W.  Europe,  who  have  seen  Carthaginians,  Celts, 
Romans,  Goths,  Saracens,  pass  before  them,  and  still  remain  in  possession  of 
their  mountain  home,  part  in  France,  part  in  Spain,  speaking  a  language 
which  has  nothing  in  common  with  any  other  of  Europe.    (See  R.  76.  p.  277.) 

The  peasantry  of  B^arn,  who  occupy  the  beautiful  Val  d'Ossau  and 
its  tributaries,  the  land  of  Henri  IV.,  in  the  midst  of  which  he  spent 
the  years  of  childhood,  are  a  fine  race,  retaining  much  of  their  pri- 
mitive simplicity  of  manners,  along  with  their  ancient  costumes,  the  men 
wearing  the  berret  or  cap,  like  the  Lowland  bonnet  of  the  Scotch,  and  a  red 
sash  round  the  waist ;  the  women  covering  their  heads  with  the  red  hood  or 
capulet.  In  the  E.  Pyrenees,  the  people  of  Foix  and  Rousillon  have  a  con- 
sideri^le  resemblance,  in  character,  dress,  and  language,  to  the  Catalans  of 
Spain. 

The  proscribed  and  outcast  race,  called  Cagots,  seem  to  exist  more  in  tra* 
dition  than  in  reality  at  present  among  the  Pyrenees  The  writer  never  met 
with  any  during  his  travels  in  these  mountains  ;  though  he  heard  of  families 
who  had  intermarried  with  them,  or  were  descended  from  them.  The  ban 
of  caste  no  longer  hangs  over  them.  They  are  said  to  have  been  weak  in 
body  and  mind,  low  in  stature,  sallow  in  countenance,  and  to  have  lived  only 
in  the  remotest  valleys,  shunning  their  fellow-men.  There  are  various  theories 
to  account  for  their  origin  and  name,  none  of  them  satisfactory  —  for  ex-> 
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ample,  that  they  are  the  descendants  of  the  Goths,  dispossessed  of  Aquitaine 
by  Clovis  —  "  chiens  de  Goths,**  whence  Cagots,  by  a  somewhat  forced  deriv* 
ation.  2d.  That  they  sprung  from  the  Saracens,  who  stayed  behind  in  France 
after  tlieir  defeat  by  Charles  Martel.  Sd.  That  they  were  lepers,  banished  from 
human  haunts  for  fear  of  infection  ;  or,  what  seems  probable,  fugitives  tainted 
with  heresy  and  driven  i^>art  from  the  community  by  the  prejudices  and 
aversion  of  the  Romish  priesthood.  They  are  now  nearly  lost  through  inter* 
mixture  with  the  mass  of  the  population.* 

The  Sportsman  may  still  find  some  occupation  among  the  Pyrenees  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  bear,  the  ibex  or  bouquetin,  and  the  izzard  or  chamois,  though 
these  animals  are  growing  rare.  The  bouquetin,  especially,  is  almost  ex- 
tinct ;  if  any  where,  he  may  be  found  on  the  Maladetta.  The  izzard  is  not 
uncommon,  and  the  best  localities  for  enjoying  this  chase  are  Eaux  Bonnes, 
where  are  some  capital  guides  (see  R.  83.),  the  snow-fields  of  the  Vignemale, 
the  Mont  Perdu,  and  the  Maladetta. 

The  izzard  is  hunted  either  by  stalking,  in  the  manner  in  which  the  nd  deer 
is  stalked,  though  with  much  more  difficulty  and  danger,  amidst  precipices, 
glaciers,  and  snow-fields,  until,  after  a  tedious  pursuit,  the  huntsman  may 
have  the  chance  of  a  steady  shot. 

The  other  method  resorted  to  is  that  of  driving  the  animals  by  the  guides 
and  mountain  shepherds  towards  the  spot  where  the  chasseur  is  posted.  Suc- 
cess in  this  case  entirely  depends  on  the  perfect  knowledge  possessed  by  the 
guides  of  the  habits  and  haunts  of  the  izzard. 

The  rivers  are  so  much  netted  as  greatly  to  interfere  with  the  sport  of 
angling ;  a  scientific  fisherman,  however,  would  doubtless  find  full  scope  for 
the  exercise  of  his  rod  among  its  innumerable  gaves  and  mountain  streams. 

History  and  Antiquities*  —  The  passage  of  these  mountains  by  Hannibal,  and 
afterwards  by  Ceesar,  with  large  armies,  are  the  earliest  events  of  importance 
connected  with  the  Pyrenees.  The  pass  by  which  they  crossed  was  that  o£ 
Fertus,  at  the  east  end  of  the  chain.  Charlemagne^s  advance  into  Spain,  in  778, 
was  through  that  of  Roncesvaux,  where  he  received  the  memorable  check  so  ce- 
lebrated in  history  and  romance,  chiefly  at  the  hands  of  the  hardy  mountaineers, 
the  Basques,  who  fell  upon  his  rear  guard  while  entangled  in  the  defiles,  and 
killed  many  of  his  <<  paladins  and  peers,"  amongst  them  the  renowned  Ro- 
land, who  has  left  his  name  upon  the  highest  mountain  ridge  of  the  chain  in 
the  so-called  Breche,  cleft  through  the  rock,  according  to  the  tradition,  by  a 
swashing  blow  of  his  celebrated  sword  Durandal.  The  valleys  and  passes  of 
the  Pyrenees,  like  those  of  all  other  border  countries,  abound  in  castles  and 
watch  towers,  relics  of  feudal  times,  when  war  and  rapine  was  the  business  of 
a  great  portion  of  the  inhabitants,  especially  of  all  who  claimed  to  be  noble 
or  gentle.  Those  who  would  know  something  of  the  history  of  these  ruined 
hill  forts,  and  of  the  mode  of  life  of  those  who  occupied  them  in  the  14th 
century,  of  the  marauding  expeditions  which  went  out  from  them  on  border 
forays,  to  harry  the  cattle  or  fair  fields  of  some  neighbouring  chief,  of  am- 
buscades to  rob  the  burgess  of  the  neighbouring  towns  of  his  merchandise,  or 
capture  some  wealthy  ecclesiastic  or  seigneur  of  eminence,  and  clap  him  into 
the  deep  dungeon  until  a  ransom  was  paid,  must  refer  to  the  delightful  pages 
of  Sir  John  Froissarfs  Chronicles,  the  oldest  and  best  hand-book  for  the  Py- 
renees, which  he  traversed  and  tlireaded  in  various  directions,  picking  up 
anecdotes  for  his  history. 

*  The  Editor  is  deairous  of  obtaining  information  from  perBonal  research,  not  hearsay, 
xcitpecting  the  present  state  and  numbers  of  the  Cagots;  if,  indeed,  any  of  them  do  exist.  ^  ^ 
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In  his  time  many  of  these  strongholds  were  held  by  English  garrisons  for 
the  Black  Prince,  the  province  of  Gascony*  witli  Bigorre,  having  been  ceded 
to  the  English  as  part  of  the  ransom  of  the  French  king  John,  captured  at 
Azincourt.  The  tradition  of  the  country,  indeed,  attributes  the  building  of 
some  of  the  castles  to  the  Black  Prince.  He  led  an  English  army  into  Navarre, 
to  reinstate  Pedro  the  Cruel  on  the  throne  of  Spain,  through  the  pass  of  Ron- 
ceval,  tlie  scene  of  the  <<  dolorous  rout'*  of  Charlemagne. 

Four  centuries  and  a  half  later,  the  Pyrenees  once  more  became  connected 
with  English  History,  and  in  a  more  glorious  cause. 

<*  Many  of  these  romantic  heights  are  endeared  to  an  Englishman  by  the 
recollection  of  gallant  deeds  of  British  valour  performed  at  the  close  of  the 
Peninsular  war.** —  S.  To  visit  the  scenes  of  the  masterly  passage  of  the 
Bidassoa,  and  of  the  Adour  below  Bayonne,  the  spot  where  the  fatal  sortie 
took  place  under  the  walls  of  that  fortress,  the  heights  of  Orthez,  and  those 
where  the  hard^contested  but  decisive  and  final  battle  of  Toulouse  was 
fought,  cannot  but  add  to  the  interest  of  the  journey.  It  will  augment  the 
satisfaction  of  an  Englishnuin  on  visiting  the  theatre  of  tlie  war,  to  know 
that  tffe  British  commander,  so  far  from  displaying  the  insolence  of  a 
conqueror  on  entering  the  French  territory,  took  measures  to  repress  rigidly 
all  acts  of  plunder  on  the  part  of  his  troops,  by  careful  discipline.  No 
inconsiderable  difficulty  was  at  first  experienced  in  restraining  the  Spaniards 
smarting  under  the  oppression  and  wrongs  inflicted  on  their  own  fatherland 
by  the  soldiery  of  the  country  which  they  then  entered  in  triumph,  and  ex« 
pecting  to  avenge  upon  its  inhabitants  the  injuries  they  themselves  had  suf- 
fered. The  firmness  of  the  British  commander,  however,  succeeded  in 
alleviating,  as  far  as  possible,  the  horrors  of  war  to  the  French ;  and  the  two 
following  extracts,  one  from  a  general  order  of  the  Duke  issued  after  the 
passage  of  the  Bidassoa,  the  other  from  a  letter  written  by  him  to  a  Spanish 
officer,  will  show  how  great  care  he  took  to  effect  this. 

General  Order.  —  <<  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  is  particularly  desirous 
that  the  inhabitants  should  be  well  treated,  and  private  property  must  be 
respected,  as  it  has  been  hitherto. 

**  The  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  must  recollect  that  their  nations 
are  at  war  with  France,  solely  because  the  ruler  of  the  French  nation 
yriW  not  allow  them  to  be  at  peace,  and  is  desirous  of  forcing  them  to  submit 
to  his  yoke;  and  they  must  not  forget,  that  the  worst  of  the  evils  suffered  by 
the  enemy  in  his  profligate  invasion  of  Spain  and  Portugal  have  been 
occasioned  by  the  irregularities  of  the  soldiers,  and  their  cruelties  au- 
thorised and  encouraged  by  their  chiefs  towards  the  unfortunate  and  peaceful 
inhabitants  of  the  country. 

"  To  revenge  this  conduct  on  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  France  would 
be  unmanly  and  unworthy  of  the  nations  to  whom  the  Commander  of  the 
Forces  now  addresses  himself;  and,  at  all  events,  would  be  the  occasion  of 
similar  and  worse  evils  to  the  army  at  large,  than  those  which  the  enemy's 
army  liave  suffered  in  the  Peninsula ;  and  would,  eventually,  prove  highly 
injurious  to  the  public  interests.  •     •     *     • 

To  General ,  a  Spanish  Officer,  —  «  I  did  not  lose  thousands  of  men 

to  bring  the  army  under  my  command  into  the  French  territory,  in  order 
that  the  soldiers  might  plunder  and  ill-treat  the  French  peasantry,  in  positive 
disobedience  to  my  orders ;  and  I  beg  that  you  and  your  officers  will  under- 
stand, that  I  prefer  to  have  a  small  army  that  will  obey  my  orders,  and  pre- 
serve discipline,  to  a  large  one  that  is  disobedient  and  undisciplined;  and 
that,  if  the  peasures  which  I  am  obliged  to  adopt  to  enforce  obedience  and 
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good  order  occadoii  the  loss  of  men,  and  the  reduction  of  my  force,  it  is 
totally  indifferent  to  me ;  and  the  fault  rests  with  those  who,  by  the  neglect 
of  their  duty,  suffer  their  soldiers  to  commit  disorders  which  must  be  pre- 
judicial to  their  country,** -^Despatches. 
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The  bounty  with  which  nature  has  poured  forth,  throughout  the  whole  range 
of  the  Pyreuean  mountains,  mineral  sources  of  healing  quality,  of  Tarious 
kinds,  adapted  to  the  various  ills  to  which  flesh  is  heir,  is  truly  surprising, 
and  an  interesting  natural  phenomenon.  It  has  been  calculated  that  in  the 
whole  chain  there  are  not  less  than  200,  many  of  them  of  a  high  temperature. 

It  has  been  observed,  that  they  usually  issue  forth  to  light  near  the  junction 
of  the  primitive  rocks,  as  granite,  gneiss,  or  slate,  with  some  other  formation^ 
chiefly  limestone. 

',1.  The  value  of  these  natural  medicines  was  not  unknown  to  the  Rgmans, 
traces  of  whose  constructions  have  been  discovered  near  more  than  one  of  the 
hot  sources. 

Here  follows  a  list  and  a  brief  character  of  a  few  of  the  principal  watering 
places,  beginning  from  the  W.,  with  a  notice  of  the  nature  of  the  mineral 
waters  attached.  The  list  might  be  greatly  extended,  and  very  many  springs 
gush  forth  unseen  and  unknown,  **  carent  quia  vate  sacro,"  i.  e.  because  they 
have  found  no  literary  M.  D.  to  celebrate  them  in  an  8vo  volume. 

Eanx  Bonnes.  —  A  fashionable  resort,  consisting  of  a  row  of  eighteen  or 
twenty  fine  tall  houses,  chiefly  modern,  and  Parisian  in  their  style,  and  rather 
expensive,  in  a  wild  mountain  nook.  The  water  is  sulphureous.  It  is  re* 
comm6nded  for  those  afflicted  with  complaints  in  the  lungs. 

Eaux  Chaudes.  — Water  sulphureous,  nearly  like  £aux  Bonnes,  from  which 
it  is  only  3  m.  distant ;  more  homely  accommodation,  and  visitors  less 
stylish. 

CatUerets.  <-—  Sulphureous  water.  A  neat  little  mountain  town,  in  an 
upland  valley  surrounded  by  colossal  peaks.  Plenty  of  accommodation 
and  good ;  also  a  place  of  fashionable  resort  In  autumn  frequented  by 
many  Spaniards.  Climate  bracing,  if  not  cold,  from  the>levation  of  its  site< 
Excursions  numerous.  Its  waters  and  site  are  considered  efficacious  in 
bronchial  complaints  and  rheumatism. 

St.  Savveur '^  Feebly  sulphureous.  A  mere  watering-place  of  1^  dozen 
lodging-houses. 

Bareges.  ~  A  complete  hospital,  thronged  with  miserable  invalids ;  inferior 
acconunodation ;  a  poor  village  in  a  dreary  gorge,  which  nothing  but  the  hope 
of  recovering  health  would  render  endurable  beyond  an  hour  or  two :  yet  the 
efficacy  of  its  waters  is  astonishing,  and  in  a  medical  sense  it  deserves  its 
celebrity,  more  extended  over  Europe  than  that  of  any  other  Pyrenean  bath. 
It  is  often  quite  full  in  the  season,  and  lodgings  dear.  A  sharp  atmosphere, 
owing  to  its  great  elevation. 

B^p^^res  de  Bigorre.  —  Saline  springs ;  weak ;  one  ferruginous  spring.  A 
ccmsiderable  town,  something  more  than  a  mere  watering-place,  seated  just 
within  the  roots  of  the  Pyrenees  on  the  verge  of  the  plain,  and  not  much 
raised  above  it ;  warm  climate.  Various  amusements  ;  pleasant  excursions. 
The  tepid  baths  are  efficacious  only  for  slight  complaints :  the  waters  are 
not  powerful  remedies. 

Bagnires  de  Luchon.  -^  Seated  in  the  bottom  of  a  basin  surrounded  by 
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mountains ;  resorted  to  for  pleasure  as  well  as  cure.  Its  waters  are  sulphu- 
xeousandhot — efficacious  in  rheumatic  complaints  or  cutaneous  affections* 
There  are  charming  excursions  in  its  vicinity. 

At  every  French  watering-place  is  a  medical  inspector  appointed  by  the 
government,  and  invalids  intending  to  take  a  course  of  the  waters  had  bettet 
put  themselves  in  communication  with  him.  He  will  assist  them  respecting 
lodgings,  and  assign  to  them  a  fixed  hour  for  bathing,  which  they  will  retain 
during  die  whole  time  of  their  stay,  a  measure  often  indispensable  during 
the  season,  owing  to  the  number  of  bathers,  to  obtain  access  to  the  bath  at  alL 

The  Bath  Houses  {EtahimerMnts  ThermaUt)  of  the  Pyrenees  are  very 
far  behind  those  of  Germany  in  orderly  and  medical  arrangement;  the 
waters,  in  many  cases,  losing  some  of  their  properties  in  their  passage  from  the 
source  to  the  baths.  But  their  chief  inferiority  is  in  want  of  cleanliness.  The 
cabinets  des  bains  are  dark  hot  cells ;  the  baths  themselves,  though  of  marble^ 
mere  troughs,  calculated  to  inspire  disgust  in  those  who  either  do  not  needy 
or  are  not  thoroughly  convinced  of  their  sanative  power. 

Worl^  relating  to  the  Pyremes,  —  The  best  ^  all ,  the  descriptions  of  the 
Pyrenees  are  the  works  of  Ramond  (the  Saussure  of  these  mountains)^ 
'' Observations  dans  les  Pyrenees,**  and<<  Voyages  au  Mont  Perdu;**  mth 
Vaye  de  ViUiers,  2  volumes  of  Itineraire;  and  Charpentier*s  Geological 
£sBai,  &c.,  now  somewhat  supplanted  by  the  more  recent  geological 
papers  by  £Iie  de  Beaumont  and  Dufresnoy,  in  the  Transactions  of  the 
French  Geological  Society.  In  English,  we  have  Mrs.  Ellis's  very  pleasant 
little  volume,  Lady  Cbatterton's  charming  work,  more  recent  and  mora 
comprehensive,  and  the  Hon.  Erskine  Murray's  **  Summer  in  the  Pyrenees," 
which  relates  especially  to  the  little-visited  valleys  in  the  £.  part  of  the  chain. 

The  *' Letters  from  the  Pyrenees**  of  Mr.  Paris,  a  hardy  and  intrepid  pedes- 
trian, have  shown  the  way  into  some  of  the  most  remote  valleys  rarely  yi- 
sited,  and  never  yet  described  by  any  English  writers. 

DIRECTIONS    FOR   TRAVELLERS   IN   THE   PTREMXES. 

jipproaches  and  most  direct  Routes* 

1.  Southampton  to  Havre,  steamboat;  Havre  to  Rouen,  up  the  Seine, 
Steamer;  Rouen  to  Paris,  up  the  Seine  or  railway  (1843) ;  Paris  to  Orleans 
(Railway,  1843);  Orleans  to  Tours,  down  the  Loire,  by  steamer;  Tours 
to  Bordeaux,  land  journey  of  3  days. 

Now  that  the  Railways  from  Rouen  to  Paris  and  from  Paris  to  Orleans  are 
completed,  this  is  a  speedy  and  agreeable  route,  perhaps  the  most  eligible  of  all. 

2.  Southampton  to  Bordeaux,  by  steamer,  once  a  fortnight  in  summer; 
passage  60  or  70  hours.*  Bordeaux  to  Pau,  a  land  journey  of  about  125  m., 
2  or  3  days*  posting,  18  hours'  diligence;  or  up  the  Garonne  to  Langon,  and 
thence  by  land  to  Fau. 

3.  Southampton  to  St  Malo,  steamer ;  St.  Malo  to  Nantes,  land  journey 
of  3  days ;  Nantes  to  Bordeaux  by  steamer,  or  by  land  through  Rochefort. 

4.  Paris,  Orleans,  Limoges,  Toulouse,  Bagndres,  a  long  and  uninterest- 
ing land  journey  from  Orleans. 

5.  Paris  to  Chalons  sur  Saone,  by  steam;  thence  to  Lyons,  Avignon, 
and  Beaucaire,  to  Nismes  and  Cette,  by  railway ;  to  Narbonne  by  steamer ; 
by  canal  to  Toulouse;  a  land  journey  thence  of  nearly  90  m.  to  Bagndres. 

*  This  steamer  does  not  run  regularly. 
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The  best  starting  points  for  making  the  tour  of  the  Pyrenees  are  Pau  for 
those  coming  from  the  W.,  and  Toulouse  for  travellers  approaching  from 
the  £.  Those  who  do  not  intend  to  make  a  permanent  stay  at  any  of  the 
watering  places,  should  dismiss  their  heavy  baggage  before  they  plunge 
into  the  mountains}  sending  it  on  by  Roulage,  from  the  one  extreme  point 
of  their  intended  tour  to  the  other,  from  Pau  to  Toulouse,  or  vice  vend. 

The  Brunuen  of  the  Pyrenees,  ensconced  each  in  its  own  lieautiful  valley, 
form  good  halting  places  for  the  passing  traveller  who  visits  these  mountains 
merely  from  curiosity  to  explore  their  beauties,  and  he  may  thus  terminate 
almost  every  day*s  journey  in  a  comfortable  hotel,  or  at  least  in  tolerable 
quarters.  Almost  every  valley  is  penetrated  by  a  good  carriage  road,  but  it  stops 
at  a  certain  distance,  without  surmounting  the  mountain  ridge,  or  penetrating 
into  Spain,  except  the  two  extreme  passes  at  the  £.  and  W.  ends  of  the  chain. 
As  there  are  few  carriage  roads  over  the  lateral  ridges  from  one  valley  into 
another,  those  who  travel  only  in  carriages  must  retrace  their  steps  down  the 
valleys.  Pedestrians  and  equestrians  (and  the  only  way  to  see  the  Pyrenees 
to  advantage  is  on  foot  or  horseback)  may  pass,  in  most  instances,  by  foot  or 
bridle-paths,  out  of  one  valley  into  another  across  the  minor  ridges  which 
separate  them,  and  thus  enjoy  some  of  the  finest  scenery  without  going  twice 
over  the  same  ground.  The  great  chain  can  only  be  crossed  in  the  same  way, 
by  bridle  or  foot-paths,  over  some  of  the  many  Ports  or  Cols,  more  than  50  of 
which  are  enumerated  between  the  Bay  of  Biscay  and  the  Mediterranean. 


SKELETON  T017E    OF  THREE    OR    FOUR 
TERESTINO    OBJECTS   IN 

Pau.     Starting  point  to  — 
Eaux  Bonnes  et  Chaudcs. 

•  Pic  du  Midi  d'Ossau. 

♦  Col  de  Tortes. 

•  Val  d'Azun. 
Argelez. 

I     Cauterets. 

*  Pont  d^Espagne,  Lac  de  Gaube. 
[or  from  •  Eaux  Chaudes  to  Penti- 
cousa  in  Spain,  by  Pont  d*£spagne  to 
Cauterets.] 

Gorge  of  Pierrefitte. 
Luz,  or  St.  Sauveur. 
Gavarnie. 
'    *  Breche  de  Roland,  back  to  Luz. 

♦  Val  d'H^s. 

•  Vignemale. 
Bardges. 


WEEKS,    TO   INCLUDE   THE    MOST   IN- 
THE    W.   FYRENEBS  :  — 

♦  Tourmalet. 

*  Pic  du  Midi  de  Bigorre. 
Bagn^res  de  Bigorre. 

*  Lac  Bleu. 
Hourquette  d'Aspin. 

♦  Arreau. 

*  Tramesaigues  and  the  Val  d*  Aure. 

•  Port  de  Peyresourdes. 

*  Lac  de  Seculeijo. 
Bagndres  dc  Luchon. 
Val  de  Lys. 

*  Port   de    Venasque,   Venasque, 

Viella. 

•  St.  Beat,  in  Val  d'Aran. 

♦  Toulouse. 

N.  B.  This  mark  •  denotes  places 
which  cannot  be  reached  in  car- 
riages, but  only  on  horseback  or  foot. 


CARRIAQE    TOUR   B7   FOST    ROADS  :  -^ 


Pau.     Eaux  Bonnes  et  Chaudes. 

Lou  vie,  Lestelle,  Lourdes,  Argelez, 
Cauterets. 

Pierrefitte,  Luz,  Bareges. 

Lourdes,  Bagn^res  de  Bigorre, 
Valley  of  Grip,  Arreau  (?  no  posting). 

Lannemezan,  Cierp,  Bagn^res  de 
Luchon. 


Cierp,  St.  Beat 

St  Gaudens. 

Toulouse. 

N.  B.  Ladies  may  be  carried  up  to 
most  of  the  points  of  interest  in  a 
chaise  a  porteur. 
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COMPLETE     ITINERARY    OF     THE    PTRBNEES     FROM    BORDEAUX    TO 

PERPIGNAK. 


Bays. 


Night  Quarters. 


Objects  qf  Interest. 


3}B«y 


onne. 


41  St.  Sebastian  and  back, 
5  J      by  Diligence. 


7  \  Roncesvalles,  15in.  from 

8  J      St.  Jean. 

9  Oleron. 


1     Mont  de  Marsan. 

r  Citadel  (Sortie).  Embankments  to  turn  the 
<      course  of  the  Adour.  —  St.  Pierre  d'Ar- 
l^     ruby.  —  Bieritz. 
Interesting  ride,  through  scene  of  the  war 
in  Spain.  — -  Irun  and  Hernani,  curious 
Spanish  towns.  —  See  Citadel  of  St.  S. 
and  walk  to  Passages. 
St.  Jean  Pied  de  Port.       Inn,  SoleiL 

Arrange  about    passport  and    procure  a 
guide  and  horse  at    St.  Jean.     It  will 
take  a  day  to  go,  and  the  same  to  return. 
—  Lodge  at  the  Abbey. 
~  By  Mauleon,  a   Basque   town,  and    Tar- 
detz. 
Bedous  best   sleeping  place,   but   bad.-~- 
Take  provisions  —  at  least  white  bread. 
Cross  from  Escot   by  the  Col  de  Marie, 
Blanche,  and  Plan  de  Benou  (the  bed 
of  a  former  lake),  to  Bielle  in  Val  d*Os- 
sau. 


10     Val  d'Aspe. 

. .  r  Eaux    Chaudes : 
\     d'Ossau. 


Val 


121 
13  J 

-Eaux  Bonnes. 

14 

Pau. 

15 

Cauterets. 

16 

Cauterets. 

17 

Penticosa. 

18 

Eaux  Bonnes. 

19 

Argelez. 

20 

Luz. 

V 


Ascent  of  Pic  du  Midi  d'Ossau. 


By  Diligence.      Or,  if  you  do  not  wish  to 
visit  Pau,  cross  Col  de  Tortes  and  des- 
cend Val  d'Azun  to  Argelez. 
*By  Lourdes,  (Argelez,  ascend  Val  d'Azun, 
as  far  as  Pouy  le  Hun).^St.  Savin. 

Ascend  Monn^ ;  10  hours  up  and  down. 

{Visit,  on    the  way,  the    Pont  d'Espagne 
and  Lac  de  Gaubc. 
By  the  Case  de  Broussettes. 

{By  Col  de  Tortes  and  the  beautiful  Val 
d'Azun,  12  hours'  walk. 
Pic  de  Bergons.  —  St.  Sauveur. 
r  Gavarhie  and  Br^he  de  Roland.     If  Val 
<      d'Heas  also,  must  sleep  at  Gavamie  and 
(^     scale  the  Br^che  next  day. 
"By  Bareges,  which  may  be  seen  en  passant. 

{^  .  r»       ^  1  Turn  off  at  foot  of  Tourmalet,  and  ride 

Grip    or    Bagneres    de  I      ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^ac  d'Oncet  to  the  top  of  the 
"*^®'^*^*-  Pic  du  Midi.     Sleep  at  Grip,  if  unable 

I      to  reach  Bagneres.     Must  start  early^ 

2^1  n..*»A«^o  A^  n- »       f  See  marble  works.  —  Baths.  —  Walks.  — 

24  j  Bagneres  deBigorre.      |     Visit  Lac  Bleu. 

J  Ascend  Penne  de  I'Hyeris.     Cross  Hour- 
\     quette  d'Arreau. 

«  Compiled  from  the  notes  of  J.  J.,  a  most  experienced  traveller  in  the  Pyreneel,  obligingly 
communicated  to  the  Editor. 


21      Luz. 


25     Arreau. 
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Dojfs. 


26 
27 


{ 


31 
82 

33 


35 
36 

37 
38 

39 
40 


JNigkt  Quarters. 

Aragnouet   or    Hospice 
de  Coubise;  miserable'* 
quarters. 


28  Bagneres  de  Luchon. 

29  Bagneres  de  Lucbon. 


30    Lucbon  or  Venasque. 


I 


Val  d'Aran :  Lez. 


Cierp  or  Lucbon. 


St.   Bertrand 
minge. 


de   Com- 


34     St.  Gaudens. 


34     St.  Girons;  poor  Inn. 


Foix. 
Tarascon. 


} 


Ax  or  Mt.  Louis. 


Prades. 
Prades. 


Objects  qf  Interest, 

Ascend  Val  d'Aure  by  Vielle,  beyond 
which  it  splits  into  several  branches. 
That  called  Val  d*  Aragnouet  and  Gorge 
de  Couplan  contains  maffni/ieent  moun- 
tain scenery,  forests,  cascades.  —  Return 
to  Arreau. 

By  Val  de  Louron,  Port  de   Peyresordes, 
and  Lac  d*Oo.     If  time  admits,  ascend 
by  Scala  to  upper  Lake. 
J  Val  de  Lys. — Go  or  return  by  Sopra  Bag- 
\      neres. 

'^Port  de  Venasque — Trou  du  Taureau— re- 
turning by  Port  de  Picade,  to  Luchon. 
N.  B.  This  excursion  may  be  extended 
to  Venasque,  and  round  the  Maladetta  to 
Vitallez  and  Viella. 

By  Port  de  Portillon  to  CEM  de  Garonne. 
—  Castel  Leon.  —  Bososte.  -—  Sleep  at 
Baths  of  Lez. 

Below  Lez  the  finest  part  of  Val  d*Aran. 
\     —St.  Beat. 

Inn  in  Haute  Ville.  —  See  the  church  and 
remains  of  Lugdunum  Convenanim  be- 
low the  town. — Ride  up  Val  de  Barrouse 
to  Mauleon.  The  mountains  are  pierced 
with  caverns. 

Visit  la  Basse  Grotte  de  Gargas,  5  m.  from 
St.  Bertrand  near  Tyberan.  •—  Cross  the 
Neste  to  St  Gaudens. 

By  Diligence  to  St.  Martory,  where  hire 
a  horse  to  St.  Girons,  on  the  Sallat,  a 
bad  cross  road,  but  practicable  for  vehi- 
cles. 

By  Remont  and  La  Bastide  de  Seron. 

Visit  Iron  Mines  of  Vic  de  Sos. 

{Cross  to  Puycerda  and  Bourg  Madame  by 
Port  de   Morens.      Arrange   with   the 
Douane  to  take  a  horse  across  the  fronder. 
Sleep  at  Bourg  Madame  or  at  Cabannes 
under  the  walls  of  Mt.  Louis. 
Ride  by  Olette  down  Vale  of  Tet. 
Ascend  Canigou :  must  start  early. 
Next  day  to  Perpignan  and  Narbohne. 


COM VKTAKCKS. —ACCOMMODATION    FOR   TRAVKLLSRS. 

DiHgenees  run  regularly  from  Bordeaux  and  Bayonne  to  Pau  and  Tarbesy 
from  Toulouse  to  Bagneres  and  Tarbes,  which  is  the  point  of  concentration 
for  conveyances  from  all  directions ;  and  in  summer  a  constant  communica- 
tion is  kept  up  between  all  the  watering-places.  The  diligences,  however, 
are  ill  appointed,  and  very  slow,  and  the  routes  they  follow  exceedingly  ctr- 
ciutoiu.  Tb^  are  of  use  to  the  pedestrian  in  conveying  his  luggage  from 
place  to  place. 
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Inns  are  far  inferior  to  those  in  the  German  watering-places ;  the  best  are 
at  Pau,  Eaux  Bonnes,  Cauterets,  Luz,  and  Bagneres  de  Bigorre  (by  far  the 
best),  but  they  have  all  the  fault  of  filth.  Those  at  Bareges  and  Luchon 
are  inferior. 

The  charges  vary  much,  especially  for  rooms,  according  to  the  season,  rising 
exorbitantly  when  the  places  are  full.  Provisions  are  cheap.  —  Bed,  If.  lOs. 
to  2f. ;  dinner  (table  d*hote),  8f. ;  breakfast  a  la  fourchette,  2f. ;  tea  or  cofiee. 
If.  IDs.  On  ordinary  occasions  the  traveller's  expenses  ought  not  to  exceed 
8  f.  per  diem ;  and  if  he  stop  a  week  or  longer  in  an  hotel,  he  may  easily  bar- 
gain for  6  f.  The  chance  traveller  is  often  asked  3,  4  or  5  f.  for  the  worst 
bed-room  for  a  single  night  during  the  season. 

Fr.  cent. 

Board  and  lodging  at  an  hotel   for  a 
month  or  six  weeks,     per  diem    - 
Caliche  and  2  horses  ... 

A  horse,  exclusive  of  feed  ... 

„         „        for  a  month 
A  room  in  the  town  .         .         -         - 
Bath  at  a  fixed  hour  -        •        -        - 
Warm  linen      -         -         -         -         - 
Chairmen  (porteurs)  -        -        -        - 


Expences 

[  at  JSagnires 

de  Bigorre, 


5  — 

6 

0 

16  — 

■  18 

0 

3  — 

.  4 

0 

60  — 

•80 

0 

If.  50c.  1 

to2f. 

1 

0 

0 

10 

0 

40 

M.  Lehonnier. 

Izzard  venison,  game,  ortolans,  truffles,  mountain  trout,  green  figs,  and 
strawberries,  are  among  the  delicacies  which  await  the  traveller  in  tibe  Py- 
renees. 

«  The  remote  valleys  — Val  d*Aran,  Val  d'Aure  and  all  those  on  the 
Spanish  side  are  miserably  off  for  inns  :  travellers  should  always  take  pro- 
visions thither,  or  at  least  white  bread,  as  the  rye  bread,  which  can  alone  be 
procured,  is  apt  to  disagree  with  strangers."  —  J*.  <71 

Riding  horses,  or  rather  ponies,  very  unprepossessing  to  look  at  for  the  most 
part,  yet  hardy  and  capable  of  work,  and  well  used  to  the  mountains,  are 
kept  at  all  the  watering-places.  Tlie  charges  for  them  are  moderate,  viz. 
5  f.  a  day,  including  the  feed,  or  3  f.  pitying  the  forage,  which  it  is  not  advisable 
to  do.  It  is  the  custom  of  the  French  visitors  at  the  baths  to  unite  in  large 
parties,  and  invade  some  quiet  valley,  or  interesting  point  of  view,  in  troops 
of  cavalry  50  or  60  strong,  and  to  establish  there  a  pic-nic.  Very  little  regard 
is  paid  by  these  riotous  assemblages  to  the  beauties  of  nature.  Awakening 
the  echoes  with  the  loud  cracks  of  the  whip  with  which  they  urge  on  their 
jaded  hacks,  they  scour  along  the  rough  roads,  up  hill  and  down  dale,  attired 
in  the  most  fantastic  costume '—  men  and  women  wearing  the  red  sashes  of 
the  peasantry,  and  broad-brimmed  felt  hats ;  whilp  even  the  ladies  assume 
neat  white  pantaloons,  sometimes  set  off  with  boots  and  spurs. 

Guides,  —  There  are  very  excellent  and  trustworthy  professional  guides, 
well  acquainted  with  the  mountains,  and  many  of  them  capital  mountaineers 
and  skilful  sportsmen ;  though  not,  perhaps,  so  good  as  the  guides  of  Switzer- 
laind  or  Savoy.  The  best  are  met  with  at  Eaux  Bonnes,  Cauterets,  Luz,  Bag^^ 
n^res  de  Bigorre,  and  Luchon.  A  guide  receives  5  f.  a  day,  feeding  and  lodging 
himself.  A  horse  must  be  provided  for  him,  unless  the  traveller  is- willing  to 
be  retarded  by  his  following  on  foot. 

For  return  money,  4  f.  a  day  each  for  horse  and  man,  until  the  g^ide  can 
reach  his  home  from  the  place  where  he  is  dismissed,  is  the  fair  allowance ; 
but  5  £  are  generally  asked. 
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Sect.  IV. 


Chaises  d  Porleur.— There  is  scarcely  an  excursion  off  the  high  road,  how- 
ever disUnt,  or  a  mountain-top,  or  other  spot,  however  diflficult  of  access, 
which  ladies  may  not  reach,  by  the  aid  of  a  chair  on  poles.  Each  lady  will 
require  from  4  to  6  chairmen ;  the  cost  is  15  f.  a  day,  and  3  or  4f.  pour  boire. 
This  conveyance  has  been  pronounced  by  a  lady  traveller  "  at  once  the 
gentlest,  safest,  and  most  agreeable  mode  of  conveyance  imaginable.  The 
chairmen  will  go  any  where  and  everywhere ;  and  instead  of  being  rocked  and 
jolted  in  a  dislocating  machine,  those  who  cannot  walk,  and  fear  to  ride,  are 
carried  about  like  petted  children,  without  the  risk  of  fatigue  or  the  proba. 
bility  of  danger.** —  Mrs.  Boddington. 


ROUTE  70.* 

ORLEANS    TO    TOULOUSB    BY    CHATEAU- 
ROUX,  LIMOGES,  AND  MOKTAUBAN. 

563  kilom.  »  349  Eng.  m. 

Malleposte  to  Limoges  in  20  hours; 
thence  to  Toulouse  in  25  hours. 

This  is  not  an  interesting  road.  A 
irailway  is  projected  to  Vierzon. 

An  avenue  of  trees  leads  from  the 
bridge  of  Orleans  to  the  suburb,  St. 
Marceau,  abounding  in  country- 
houses  ;  and  a  little  farther  on,  the  in- 
dustrious village  of  Olivet  (3,250 
inhabitants)  is  reached.  Here  the 
river  Loiret  is  crossed  by  a  bridge, 
about  2  m.  below  its  source,  and  5  or 
6  above  its  termination  in  the  L«oire. 
The  Chateau  of  La  Source,  the  resi- 
dence of  the  banished  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  near  this  is  described  in  R.  48. 
Below  the  bridge,  between  it  and  the 
Chateau  de  Fonty,  on  the  1.  bank,  it 
is  pretended  that  the  assassination  of 
the  Due  de  Guise  by  Foltrot  took 
place  (see  p.  176.) :  he  was  conveyed 
to  Caubray,  where  he  breathed  his 
last. 

Our  road,  as  far  as  Vierzon,  tra- 
verses the  district  of  La  triste  Saiogne, 
noted  for  its  barrenness  ;  a  large  part 
of  it  being  waste  land,  heath,  and 
common  ;  a  dead  flat  of  hungry 
sandy   gravel,    the  surfaces    lightly 

•  The  Editor  hu  not  travelled  this  route 
beyond  Vierzon  and  will  be^lad  of  correc- 
tions or  additional  Inrormation  from  those 
who  have. 


varied,  and  the  scenery  monotonous. 
The  name  Splogne  (Segalonia)  has 
been  derived  from  "  segale,"  seigle, 
barley,  the  crop  chiefly  produced  on 
its  unprofitable  soil.  (?) 

21  La  Ferte  St.  Aubin.  At  the 
entrance  of  this  village,  on  the  1., 
stands  the  Chateau  of  Lowendahl, 
named  afler  a  Danish  general  who 
served  in  the  armies  of  France,  along 
with  his  friend  Marshal  Saxe,  and  was 
made  Mar^chal  de  France  for  his 
share  in  the  capture  of  Bergen-op- 
Zoom.  It  now  belongs  to  the  Prince 
d*Essling,  son  of  Marshal  Massena. 
It  is  a  low  building,  surrounded  by 
water.  The  name  FertS,  an  old  form 
of  fortifie,  denotes  the  existence,  in 
ancient  times,  of  a  castle,  embattled 
and  fortified  by  royal  permission* 
granted  to  the  seigneur. 

12  Les  Gyons,  Department  Loire 
et  Cher. 

1 1  Nouan  le  Fuzelier. 

13  Salbris. 
9  La  Loge. 

14  Vierzon  (Inn,  H.  des  Mes^ 
sageries),  a  town  of  the  Department 
Cher,  and  of  the  ancient  province  of 
Berry,  enlivened  by  the  Canal  de 
Berry, which  passes  through  it,running 
side  by  side  with  the  river  Cher.  By 
means  of  it  the  iron  of  Berry,  manu- 
factured in  furnaces  not  far  distant 
from  the  town,  is  exported;  and  coal 
is  brought  hither  to  srbelt  it.  Tlie 
population  of  Vierzon  amounts  to 
4,700.     Here  the  road  to  Bourges 
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strikes  off  to  the  1.  (R.  103.)  Its 
Cathedral  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
Frs^nce.  At  Vierzon,  the  tiresome 
Sologne  has  terminated;  the  valley 
of  the  Cher  is  rather  cheerful,  and  on 
its  borders  arc  some  vineyards.  The 
Evre  and  the  Cher  are  crossed  on 
quitting  Vierzon. 

10  Massay. 

17  Vatan,  12  m.  N.  W.  of  this  is 
the  Chateau  de  Vcdengayy  long  the 
residence  of  M.  de  Talleyrand  ;  Na- 
poleon used  it  as  a  prison,  in  which 
he  shut  up  Ferdinand  VII.  from  1808 
to  1814.  The  chateau  was  built  in 
the  reign  of  Francis  I.,  from  designs 
of  Philibert  de  I'Orme,  but  has  been 
much  altered. 

13  Maison  Neuve. 

At  Bourg  Dieu,  or  Deols,  situated 
within  1^  m.  of  Chateauroux,  are  the 
ruins  of  an  ancient  monastery,  and  a 
church  containing,  in  a  crypt  under 
the  altar,  a  curiously  carved  marble 
sarcophagus. 

17  Chateauroux,  {Inns:  La  Pdste, 
(Ste.  Catherine)  clean  and  people 
attentive  ;  H.  de  France.)  This 
town,  chief  lieu  of  the  Department 
Indre,  containing  a  population  of 
13,847,  is  of  little  interest  to  the 
traveller,  but  of  considerable  industrial 
importance,  owing  to  its  extensive 
cloth  manufactures,  the  sale  of  which 
IB  estimated  at  4  millions  of  francs 
yearly.  The  wools  of  Berry  are 
almost  exclusively  used  in  their  &- 
brication.  Some  trade  is  also  car- 
ried on  in  iron,  there  being  more 
than  40  iron  furnaces  in  the  depart- 
ment. The  Castle,  on  an  eminence 
above  the  Indre,  close  beside  the 
modern  prefecture,  is  a  gloomy  build- 
ing flanked  by  turrets,  probably  of 
the  16th  century.  It  was  the  prison, 
for  23  years,  of  the  unfortunate  Cle- 
mence  de  Maille,  Princesse  de  Conde 
and  niece  of  Richelieu,  who  here 
ended  a  life  of  suffering,  1 694.  The 
Grand  Cond^,  her  husband,  repaid 
her  devotion  to  him  and  ill-requited 
affection,  by  'procuring  from  Louis 
XIV.  an  order  for  her  imprisonment; 

France, 


and  his  last  dying  request  to  the 
king  was,  that  she  should  never  be 
set  free.  Her  grave,  in  the  church 
of  St.  Martin,  was  violated  1793. 
The  town  owes  its  name  to  an  oldej^ 
chateau,  built  in  the  10th  century  by 
one  Raoul  de  D^ols.  One  of  the 
old  town  gates,  a  venerable  structure, 
still  remains. 

General  Bertrand,  who  accom- 
panied Napoleon  to  St.  Helena,  was 
a  native  of  Chateauroux. 

Diligences  go  hence  to  Bourges,' 
and  to  Tours  by  Loches.  (R.  56.) 

15  Lottier,  a  dreary  country  of 
heath  to 

15  Argenton,  a  town  of  4000  in- 
habitants, on  the  Creusc ;  it  had  once 
a  large  castle  flanked  by  ten  high 
towers,  dismantled  by  Louis  XIV., 
and  farther  reduced  to  ruin  in  recent 
times. 

14  Le  Fay. 

1 9  Ville  au  Brun. 
17  Morterol. 

12  Chanteloube. 

15  Maison  Rouge. 

13  Limoges  {Inns  :  Boule  d*Or, 
dirty;  H.  Richelieu  not  much  better ,' 
H.  de  Perigord),  the  capital  of  the 
ancient  province  of  Limousin,  at  pre- 
sent chef  lieu  of  the  Department  Haute 
Vienne,  is  a  commercial  and  manufac- 
turing town,  situated  on  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Vienne,  and  contains  a  popu- 
lation of  27,611. 

It  is  very  picturesque  in  its  ancient 
street  architecture,  but  has  few  cu- 
riosities to  show  to  the  passing 
stranger.  The  Revolution  swept 
away  the  greater  number  of  its 
churches,  many  of  which  were  very 
curious  from  their  antiquity.  Of  those 
which  remain  the  most  interesting  are 

The  Cathedral  of  St.  Etienne,  be- 
gun in  the  13th  century,  and  slowly 
continued  down  to  the  16th,  when 
the  work  came  to  a  stand ;  and  the 
building  has  since  remained  a  mere 
fragment  consisting  of  the  Choir,  the 
N.  transept,  and  two  compartments 
of  the  nave,  now  blocked  up  by  a 
common  partition  wall,  while  at  the 
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spot  to  \7hicb  it  ought  to  have  ex- 
tended rises  an  isolated  belfry,  now 
in  a  very  insecure  condition,  sepa- 
rated by  a  wide  gap  from  the  rest  of 
the  edifice.  Under  this  tower  is  a 
Romanesque  porch  belonging  to  an 
older  cathedral.  The  church  is  built 
of  granite,  and  terminates  in  an  apse. 
The  interior  is  not  remarkable  in 
itself  but  contains  a  Jube,  or  rood- 
loft,  removed,  without  reason,  1789, 
from  its  proper  place,  between  the 
choir  and  nave,  to  one  side  of  the 
nave.  It  is  a  curious  jumble  of  flam- 
boyant Gothic  ornaments  and  tra- 
cery, with  sculpture  in  the  style  of 
the  Renaissance:  it  bears  the  date 
1 543.  It  has  been  seriously  mu  tilated, 
and  its  niches  robbed  of  their  sta- 
tues, but  contains  curious  bas-reliefs, 
among  which  are  represented  the 
Labours  of  Hercules.  Its  construction 
is  attributed  to  Bishop  Langeac,  whose 
tomb  is  remarkable  for  the  richness 
and  elegance  of  its  decorations,  far 
superior  to  those  of  the  Jub6.  It 
was  prepared  for  him  before  his  death, 
1541,  and  includes  some  admirable 
bas-reliefs,  well  worth  examination  in 
Spite  of  their  mutilations  ;  among 
them  one,  representing  **  Death  on  the 
White  Horse,"  is  much  praised.  Two 
other  monuments,  that  of  Bishop 
Regnault  de  la  Porte,  of  the  14th 
century,  and  of  Bernard  Brun,  his 
nephew,  deserve  notice. 

St.  Miekel-auX'- Lions  is  the  most 
conspicuous  object  in  the  town,  owing 
to  its  tall  and  graceful  tower  and  spire, 
planted  on  the  highest  ground,  sur- 
mounting the  other  buildings.  This 
church,  erected  1S64,  is  named  from 
the  rudely  sculptured  figures  of  lions 
which  ornament  its  porch ;  the  light- 
ness and  height  of  the  8  lofty  pifiars 
supporting  the  roof  are  alone  remark- 
able in  the  interior. 

An  old  Cross  of  granite,  in  front  of 
the  church  of  St.  Aurelian,  deserves 
mention  for  the  elaborate  workman- 
ship bestowed  on  it,  which  has  recently 
been  concealed  under  a  coat  of  oU 
pMnt. 


The  Episcopal  Palace  is  a  hand- 
some building  of  granite,  with  a  fine 
Garden  attached  to  it. 

Although  Limoges  was  an  import- 
ant place  in  Roman  times,  under  the 
names  Lemovices  and  Auffftstoriiuniy 
there  are  no  remains  of  Roman  build- 
ings. The  only  trace  of  the  amphi- 
theatre, to  which  Moliere  alludes  in 
M,  de  Pourceauffnac,  Act.  I.  Scene 
VI.,  is  the  name  Les  Arines  given  to 
a  burial-ground.  Its  site  is  nearly 
covered  by  the  Place  d*  Orsay,  on  oae 
side  of  which  runs  a  terrace  whence 
there  is  a  view  over  the  valley  of  the 
Vienne.  A  Latin  name  **  Aqua 
lenis"  is  said  to  be  retained  in  th^ 
Fontaine  Aigotdene,  and  its  water  is 
supplied  through  a  Roman  con- 
duit. 

The  ancient  fortifications  of  Limoges 
have  been  thrown  down,  planted,  and 
converted  into  boulevards  and  public 
walks ;  nothing  therefore  remains  as 
a  relic  of  that  terrible  siege  (1370)  and 
capture  by  assault  of  the  place  by  the 
Black  Prince,  who,  irritated  at  its 
revolting  irom  him,  through  the 
treachery  of  its  bishop,  swore  by  tha 
soul  of  his  fieither  that  be  would  have 
it  back  again.  Too  ill  to  ride  on 
horseback,  he  directed  the  operations 
from  a  litter,  and  having  forced  a 
breach  by  blowing  up  a  tower,  en<* 
tered  through  it,  and  denying  quarter 
to  its  wretched  inhabitants,  allowed 
3000  men,  women,  and  children,  to 
be  massacred,  a  blot  on  the  fair  fame 
of  his  heroic  career,  the  verge  of 
which  he  had  already  reached,  for  the 
hand  of  death  was  upon  him,  and  he 
breathed  bis  last  six  years  after. 

Limoges  is  distinguished  by  having 
been  the  birth-place  of  the  upright 
chancellor  d*Aguesseau,  bom  1688» 
Vergniaud,  the  republican  orator,  the 
leader  of  the  Girondins,  beheaded  by 
Robespierre,  1793,  MarshalJourdan» 
the  conqueror  at  Fleurus,  and  Du- 
puytren,  the  surgeon,  were  also  natives* 
Limoges  likewise  produced  in  the  15th 
and  16th  centuries  a  series  of  artists^ 
among  whom  the  names  of  Lauding 
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Noel)  Leonard,  Courtois,  Rexmore, 
are  conspicuous,  eminent  for  the 
beautiful  paintings  in  enamel,  which 
they  produced,  still  so  highly  es- 
teemed all  over  Europe.  Nayllier, 
the  last  master  in  this  genre  of  art, 
died  1765,  and  the  art  died  with 
bim.  It  appears  to  have  originated  as 
early  as  the  12  th  century,  but  was  at 
its  acme  in  the  time  of  Francis  I. 
The  private  cabinets  of  M.  Germeau 
and  M.  Maurice  Ardint  of  Limoges 
contain  some  very  remarkable  speci- 
mens of  enamels. 

The  Manufacture  at  present  most 
prevalent  here  is  that  of  porcdain,  due 
to  the  discovery  in  this  neighbourhood 
(at  St.  Yrieix)  of  the  haolinf  or  pure 
white  porcelain  earth,  consisting  of 
the  decomposed  felspar,  arising  from 
gpeiss,  which  alone  furnishes  a  fit 
material  for  the  manufacture.  The 
substance  appears  to  owe  its  origin 
not  to  a  mere  disintegration  of  the 
gneiss,  but  to  an  electro-chemical 
decomposition,  and  combination  with 
neighbouring  rocks^  especially  such 
as  are  ferruginous.  Sevres  b  sup- 
plied hence  with  the  kaolin,  and 
nearly  2000  persons  are  employed  in 
and  about  Limoges  in  making  china. 
There  are  also  some  cotton  and  woollen 
mills. 

The  Limousin  bor$es  are  a  cele- 
brated breed,  in  much  request  for  the 
French  cavalry ;  they  are  reared  in 
the  prairies  bordering  on  the  Vienne. 

A  maUepoetegoes  hence  to  Toulouse^ 
another  to  Perigueux,  Aucb,  and 
Pau. 

jpUigences  to  Toulouse,  Bordeaux, 
Poitiers^  Angouleme,  Clermont,  Mou- 
lins. 

The  road  from  Limoges  to  Bor- 
deaux, by  Ferigueux,  is  described  in 
Koute  71. 

At  the  town  St.  Junien,  18  m.  from 
Limoges  on  the  way  to  Angouleme 
is  a  very  curious  church  of  the  11th 
century,  containing  at  the  back  of 
the  high  altar  a  curious  sarcophagus 
of  white  marble,  adorned  with  reliefs 
in  the  Byzantine  style  of  art.     It  con- 


tains the  relics  of  the  saint,  much  visited 
by  devout  pilgrims.  In  the  lower 
part  of  the  town  near  the  bridge  is  a 
chapel  of  the  15  th  century  of  Notre 
Dome ;  and  1  m.  out  of  the  town,  on 
the  borders  of  the  Vienne,  are  the 
ruins  of  jS'^  AmancL  M.  Merim^ 
observed  in  the  transept  a  basin  hoi* 
lowed  out  of  the  rock,  supplied  by  a 
spring  of  rimning  water,  into  which 
little  pieces  of  bread  had  been  cast  by 
the  peasants,  as  offerings  to  St.  Aman^ 
who  is  believed  still  to  work  miracles^ 
though  his  shrine  has  been  destroyed 
for  ages.     This  was  in  1836-7. 

At  Boisseuil  7  m.  from  Limoges 
we  leave  about  1  m.  to  the  rt.  the 
ruined  Castie  of  Chalusset,  a  curious 
example  of  the  art  of  fortification  in 
the  middle  ages,  situated  on  an  isolated 
rock  at  the  junction  of  two  streams. 
It  must  have  been  very  strong  both 
by  its  natural  position  and  its  out*- 
works.  It  has  been  referred  to  the 
12th  century. 

21  Pierre  Buffi^re.  Arthur  Young 
praises  much  the  beauty  and  variety 
of  the  country  to  Brives,  bill  and 
valley,  a  quick  succession  of  land- 
scapes. 

11  Magnac. 

12  Massere  (department  Corrdze). 
15  Uzerche,  a  picturesque    little 

town  on  a  conical  hill,  converted  into 
a  peninsula  by  the  bend  which  the 
Vezere  makes  round  it  It  has  a 
curious  church  on  the  orest  of  the 
hill,  surrounded  at  the  £.  end  by  5 
apsidal  chapels.  Under  it  is  a  crypty 
containing  the  tomb  of  St.  Coronat, 
in  a  niche  closed  in  front  by[a  wooden 
railing.  Insane  persons  are  shut  up 
within  it  for  a  night,  in  the  belief  that 
they  will  thereby  recover  their  reason* 

The  road  to  Tulle  here  turns  off  to 
the]. 

About  10  m.  W.  of  Uzerche  is  the 
(Jhdieau  de  Pompadour,  anciently  the 
residence  of  a  noble  &mily,  several  of 
whom  were  governors  of  the  province 
of  Limousin,  whose  name  was  never 
sullied,  until  on  the  extinction  of  their 
line  (1722)  it  was  bestowed  upon  thD 
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mistress  of  Louis  XV. ,  the  daughter 
of  the  bankrupt  butcher  Foisson. 
17  St  Pardoux. 
8  Donzenac. 

10  Brives  (^Inn:  H.  de  Bordeaux, 
clean,  comfortable,  and  a  good  cook, 
who  makes-  celebrated  pat^s)  enjoys 
a  fine  situation  in  the  valley  of 
the  Correze;  but  its  favourable  ap- 
pearance at  a  distance  is  not  realised 
in  its  interior  which  contains  nothing 
remarkable  but  an  ancient  Gothic 
house  attributed  to  the  English  :  it 
is  said  to  have  been  the  residence  of 
the  governor.  Brives  is  the  birth- 
place of  the  Cardinal  Dubois,  son  of 
an  apothecary,  who  became  tutor  and 
afterwards  minister  to  the  regent  duke 
of  Orleans ;  and  of  Marshal  Brune, 
one  of  the  generals  of  the  republic, 
assassinated  at  Avignon  1815. 

The  culture  of  the  vine  and  of 
maize  begins  near  this. 

The  road  has  now  reached  a  hilly 
country ;  it  passes  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  the  semi- Gothic  Chateau  de 
NoaUles,  cradle  of  the  noble  family 
who  derive  their  ducal  title  from  it. 
The  old  feudal  Castle  of  Turenne,  si- 
tuated about  2  m.  to  the  £.  of  the 
road,  on  the  Tourmente,  a  tributary 
of  the   Dordogne,   gave  a  ^ame  to 
another   great  family,  illustrious  by 
deeds    as   well   as    by   descent :  the 
-Dues  de  Bouillon  obtained  the  do- 
main and  vis-county  of  Turenne  by 
alliance.     Within  its  walls,  the  wife 
of  the  great  Cond^,  a  fugitive  with 
her  son  from  the  pursuit  of  Mazarin, 
was  received  amidst  a  crowd  of  en- 
thusiastic partisans  of  the  Fronde,  in 
1650,    and   sumptuously  entertained 
for    8  days  ;    during  which,   taking 
counsel  with  the  Dues  de  Bouillon 
and  de  La  Rochefoucauld,  she  planned 
the  memorable   rising  in  the  South 
which  was  called  the  civil  war  of  Gui- 
enne.  She  here  summoned  her  vassals 
and  retainers  to  mount  the  fawn-co- 
loured scarf,  and  to  rally  round  her  for 
the  rescue  of  her  husband  from  prison. 
At  the  order  of  the  Due  de  Bouillon 
the  ^tocsin  was  sounded  in  the  400 


villages  of  his  vicomte  of  Turenne, 
and  the  peasants  at  once  flew  to  arms 
and  flocked  round  his  standard. 

20  Cressensac  (dept.  Lot). 

Truffles  flourish  in  the  uncultivated 
ground  around  this  village. 

16  Souillac,  a  miserable  little  town 
in  the  deep  valley  of  the  Dordogne^ 
on  its  rt.  bank. ' 

After  crossing  the  river,  a  steep 
hill,  nearly  3  m.  long,  requires  to  be 
surmounted,  in  effecting  which  the 
postmaster  is  authorized  to  attach  a 
pair  of  oxen  to  all  four-wheeled  car- 
riages. 2  m.  on  the  1.  is  the  village 
and  chateau  of  La  Motte  F4nelon, 
not  the  birth-place,  as  some  have 
stated,  of  the  author  of  Telemaque, 
but  a  property  belonging  to  his  family. 
A  hilly  country,  arid,  barren,  and 
uninteresting  all  the  way  to  Cahors. 

15  Peyrac. 

17  Pont  de  Rodes. 

17  Pelacoy.  Near  this  is  Murat^ 
and  a  little  beyond  it  La  Bastide,  the 
birth-place  of  Joachim  Murat,  general 
of  cavalry,  and  king  of  Naples.  He 
was  the  son  of  an  aubergiste  who  was 
steward  in  the  family  of  the  Talley- 
rands. 

A  long  but  gradual  descent  of 
neatly  5  m.  leads  down  into  the  valley 
of  the  Lot. 

The  very  distant  outline  of  the 
Pyrenees,  150  m.  off,  may  be  distin- 
guished in  clear  weather  near 

16  Cahors.  —  Inns:  des  Ambas- 
sadeurs ;  (not  very  clean,  but  excellent 
cook,  D. ;)  Trois  Rois;   de  I'Europe: 
Cahors,  the  chef  lieu  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Le  Lot  (population  12,050), 
is  situated  on  the  top  and  round  the 
base  of  an  escarped  rock,  on  a  wide 
sweeping  bend  of  the  river  Lot.    It  is 
a  very  ancient  town  of  narrow  streets, 
to  which  a  new   quarter   has  been 
added.     The   name   comes   from  its 
ancient  appellation,  Divona  Cadurco- 
rum,   and  there  still  exist  the  scanty 
remains  of  a    Roman  amphitheatre, 
and   of  a   conduit,   which    conveyed 
water  to  it  from  the  village,  St.  Martin 
de  Vern,  through  La  Roquei  where 
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are  yestiges  of  the  arches  of  an  aque- 
duct. 

The  cathedral  consists  of  a  large 
nave,  surmounted  by  two  hemisphe- 
rical cupolas,  in  the  Romanesque  style ; 
a  portal  and  the  choir  are  Gothic. 
The  Bishop's  Palace  is  now  the  Pre- 
fecture. The  bishop  originally  bore 
the  title  of  count,  and  enjoyed  the 
privilege  of  wearing  a  sword  and 
gauntlets,  which  he  deposited  on  the 
altar  when  he  said  mass.  When  he 
took  possession  of  bis  diocese,  he  was 
received  at  the  gate  of  the  town  by 
his  vassal,  le  Vicomte  de  Sessac,  bare- 
headed, without  cloak,  with  one  leg 
bare,  and  the  foot  in  a  slipper,  and 
was  conducted  by  the  count  in  that 
guise  to  his  palace,  and  waited  on 
there  by  him  at  table.  This  curious 
tenure  had  fallen  out  of  use  before 
the  Revolution. 

The  surprise  and  capture  of  Cahors 
in  1 580  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
exploits  of  Henri  IV,  (when  king  of 
Kavarre).  He  approached  the  town 
by  a  forced  march  of  30  m.  under  a 
burning  sun,  and  posting  his  men  in 
ambuscade  among  the  walnut  trees, 
awaited  the  nightfall,  when  silently 
approaching  the  gate,  he  blew  it  up 
with  a  petard,  and  entered  himself  the 
seventh,  followed  by  700  men,  and 
leaving  700  outside,  to  check  the 
arrival  of  reinforcements  to  the  gar- 
rison. The  bursting  of  the  gate  had 
alarmed  the  town,  which  was  strongly 
guarded,  and  a  shower  of  stones  and 
tiles  from  every  house-top  assailed 
the  Navarrese  troops  and  their  general. 
The  combat  was  carried  on  through- 
out the  night,  and  when  dawn  ap- 
peared, they  had  gained  but  a  very 
small  part  of  the  town.  Henri  was 
strongly  advised  to  retire,  especially 
when  intelligence  was  brought  of 
the  arrival  of  succour  to  the  town ; 
but  the  king,  with  his  back  against 
a  shop,  persisted  in  fighting  on,  ex- 
claiming, <<  Ma  retraite  hors  de  cette 
ville  sera  celle  de  mon  ame  hors  de 
mon  corps."  The  reinforcements 
were  driven  back,  but  Henri  still  had 


to  struggle  step  by  step,  and  lay  siege 
to  every  street  and  almost  to  every 
house.  It  was  not  until  the  fifth 
night  that  Cahors  submitted.  Henri's 
soldiers,  irritated  by  the  resistance 
made  by  the  garrison,  put  a  great 
many  to  the  sword. 

On  the  open  promenade  de  Foss^^ 
in  front  of  the  college,  is  placed  a 
statue  of  F^n61on,  who  was  a  student 
here.  One  of  the  3  bridgeg  over  the 
Lot  is  curious,  being  surmounted  by 
3  watch-towers.  Cahors  is  the  native 
place  of  Pope  Jean  XXII.,  whose 
name  was  Jacques  d'Euze ;  also  of  Cle- 
ment Marot,  the  poet,  author  of  son* 
nets,  ballads,  &c.  (1495),  and  page  to 
Marguerite,  sister  of  Francis  I. 

The  country  around  produces  a 
good  deal  of  tcine,  which  is  not  much 
esteemed,  and  truffles  in  abundance. 

21  La  Magdeleine. 

17  Caussade  stands  on  the  fertile 
plain,  watered  by  the  Loire ;  it  is  a 
town  of  5000  inhabitants,  famed  for 
turkeys  stuffed  with  truffles. 

In  the  next  stage,  the  river  Aveyron 
is  crossed,  and  we  enter  the  wide  and 
fertile  plain  of  Languedoc,  which  ex« 
tends  to  the  foot  of  the  Pyrenees  with 
little  interruption. 

22  Montauban  (Inns :  Hotel  de 
France ;  —  best  inn  since  leaving 
Paris,  D. —  de  TEurope),  chef  lieu  ^ 
the  Department  Tarn  et  Garonne,  is 
a  good-looking  little  town,  with  clean 
and  wide  streets  on  the  rt.  bank  of 
the  Tarn,  here  lined  by  a  fine  quay» 
and  crossed  by  a  bridge,  at  the  end  of 
which  stands  the  Prifteturef  a  square 
building  with  4  turrets  at  its  angles. 
There  is  nothing  to  be  seen  in  the 
town.  The  cathedraiis  a  large  modem 
building  of  Italian  architecture,  with 
a  frontispiece  at  the  W.  end. 

"  The  Promenade  of  Les  Terras8e» 
on  the  borders  of  the  Tescon,  and  on 
the  highest  part  of  the  ramparts,  com- 
mands that  noble  plain,  one  of  the 
richest  in  Europe,  which  extends  on 
one  side  to  the  sea,  and  in  front  to  the 
Pyrenees,  whose  towering  masses, 
heaped  one  upon  another  in  a  stu- 
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pendous  manner,  and  eovered  with 
snow,  offer  a  variety  of  lights  and 
diades  from  their  indented  forms,  and 
the  immensity  of  their  projections. 
This  prospect  has  a  sort  of  oceanic 
▼astness,  in  which  the  eye  loses  itself; 
an  almost  boundless  scene  of  culti- 
vation; an  animated  but  confused 
mass  of  infinitely  varied  parts,  melting 
gradually  into  the  distant  obscure, 
from  which  arises  the  amazing  frame 
of  the  Pyrenees,  rearing  their  silvered 
heads  fiir  above  the  clouds." — A, 
Young, 

-  Montauban  is  a  flourishing  raanu- 
fecturing  town,  producing  various 
kinds  of  woollen  cloths,  hair  stuffs 
(cadis,  moUetons),  which  are  ex- 
ported to  the  colonies :  it  has  24,660 
inhabitants. 

In  the  16th  and  17th  centuries 
JViontauban  was  a  stronghold  of  Pro- 
testantism, its  inhabitants  having  early 
embraced  the  reformed  doctrines,  and 
being  prepared  to  defend  them.  It 
endured  in  consequence  a  very  memo- 
vable  siege  in  1621,  from  the  royal 
army  led  on  by  the  fiivourite  Luynes, 
who  brought  hither  his  master  Louis 
XIII. ;  but  instead'of  witnessing  its 
fall,  after  nearly  diree  months  of 
fruitless  assault,  Louis  and  his  mi- 
nister were  forced  to  withdraw,  such 
was  the  obstinate  bravery  of  the  in- 
habitants and  the  skill  of  their  go- 
vernors. Under  the  reign  of  Louis 
XIV,,  and  the  influence  of  Madame 
de  Maintenon,  the  Protestants  of 
Montauban  were  singled  out  to  suffer 
the  direst  persecutions  inflicted  by 
the  so-called  Dragonnades,  or  quarter- 
ing of  regiments  of  soldiers  on  them, 
who  exercised  every  species  of  licence, 
inquisitorial  tyranny,  and  cruelty,  with 
the  design  of  forcing  them  to  become 
papists. 

I  At  the  fiirther  extremity  of  the 
bridge  over  the  Tarn  we  pass  under 
an  arch  of  brick  into  the  extensive 
suburb  of  Ville  Bourdon,  founded  by 
the  Protestants  expelled  from  Toulouse 
in  1562. 

We  enter  the  grand  route,  from 


Bordeaux  to   Toulouse   (R.*  73.),  a 
little  short  of 

22  Grisolles.  The  Garonne  runs 
parallel  with  our  road,  at  a  little  dis- 
tance on  the  rt.,  through  a  plain  of 
unequalled  fertility.  The  British 
army,  under  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
passed  the  river  betote  the  battle  of 
Toulouse,  by  2  pontoon  bridges  above 
the  small  town  of  Grenade  on  the  1. 
bank  nearly  opposite  Castelnau,  ISixu 
below  Toulouse.  The  road  crosses 
the  river  Lers,  a  little  farther  on. 
The  capture  of  the  bridge  over  it  at 
Croix  Daurade,  by  a  gallant  charge 
of  the  18  th  hussars  on  the  day  befere 
the  battle,  secured  a  communicatioii 
between  the  columns  of  the  allied 
army,  part  of  which  marched  up  the 
rt.  and  part  up  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Lers,  to  attack  the  strong  position  of 
Marshal  Soult. 

12  St.Jory. 

The  approach  to  Toulouse  lies  over 
a  bridge  flanked  by  two  columns 
thrown  across  the  Canal  du  Midi^ 
which,  half  encircling  the  town  on 
the  N.  and  £.,  joins  the  Gafonn^ 
about  a  mile  to  the  rt.  of  this  bridge 
in  the  Faubourg  d'Amaud  Bernard.' 

The  ObeUsk  on  the  height  to  the 
1.  marks  the  centre  of  Marshal  Soult*8 
position  at  the  battle  of  Toulouso^ 
which,  though  strongly  fortified  by 
redouts  and  cannon,  was  carried  by 
the  Allies  (see  p.  258.). 

1 7  Toulouse.  —  Inns :  Hotel  Vi- 
dal,  on  the  Place  du  Capitole ;  —  H, 
du  Midi ;  excellent  table  d'hote,  tola* 
rable  in  other  respects ;  very  mode^ 
rate,  but  not  clean ;  —  H.  de  TEu- 
rope.  Place  I^tfkyette,  good  situation^ 
but  dirty. 

In  the  midst  of  the  great  plain  of 
Gascony  and  Languedoc,  beginning 
at  the  very  foot  of  the  Pyrenees, 
and  stretching  from  them  nearly  100 
m.  'N.  stands  Toulouse,  the  ancient 
capital  of  Languedoc,  and  now  of 
the  department  of  Haute  Garonne« 
It  is  built  on  both  banks  of  the  Ga* 
ronne,  just  above  the  point  where 
the  Canal  du  Midi,  connecting    the 
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Atlantic  with  .the  Mediterranean, 
fiills  into  it ;  after  winding  round 
the  N.  and  E.  side  of  the  town.  The 
river  is  crossed  by  a  bridge  con- 
necting the  city  with  the  suburb  St. 
Cyprien  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  river. 

It  is  far  from  being  a  handsome 
city;  its  streets  are  irregular  and 
dirty,  its  houses  and  even  churches 
of  brick  :  and  neither  public  nor 
private  buildings  are  distinguished 
by  special  architectural  beauty  :  but  it 
ranks  as  the  seventh  city  in  France, 
fh>m  the  number  of  its  inhabitants 
(77,400)i  and  the  extensive  trade  and 
commerce  of  a  provincial  capital,  which 
it  enjoys.  It  is  interesting  from  its 
historical  souvenirs  as  the  capital  of 
the  kingdom  of  the  Visigoths  from  413 
to  507,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  Clo- 
vis  on  the  battle-field  of  Vouill^  near 
Poitiers ;  as  the  place  where  the  art  of 
the  troubadours  was  encouraged  at  the 
gay  court  of  its  counts ;  as  the  scene 
of  the  papal  crusade  against  the  Al- 
Mgenses^  headed  by  an  English  leader^ 
and  as  the  seat  of  the  ancient  parliament 
of  Toulouse.  But  the  Revolution  has, 
as  usual,  done  its  worst  to  extirpate 
all  tangible  relics  of  bygone  days. 

The  Place  du  Capitaie  (once  Place 
Rftyale),  a  handsome  though  un- 
finished square,  consisting  of  three 
sides  of  r^ular  modem  buildings  and 
one  of  old  and  irregular  structures,  is 
the  centre  of  bustle  and  traffic ;  the 
^hief  market-place,  and  the  point  of 
departure  of  the  main  thoroughfares. 
It  is  named  fr(Hn  k  Capitaie  ox  Hotel 
de  Ville,  so  called  either  from  the 
tradition  that  in  the  time  of  the  Ro- 
mans the  Capitol  of  the  Tolosates  may 
have  stood  here,  or  from  the  meetings 
of  the  civic  chapter  (capitolium), 
whose  members  were  also  called 
eapitouls,  on  thia  spot.  The  build- 
ing presents  externally  a  modem  front, 
tinished  1769,  with  eight  columns  of 
red  Pyrenean  marble  in  the  centre, 
and  includes,  besides  the  munici- 
pal buildings  and  the  archives,  the 
Theatre  in  the  1.  wing.  The  principc  1 
apartment,  running  along  nearly  the 


whole  length  of  the  first  floor,  is  the 
SaUe  dee  lUustres,  or  hall  of  the 
worthies  of  Toulouse,  so  called  from 
38  terra-cotta  busts  of  men  of  note^ 
born  in  and  near  Toulouse,  or 
connected  with  it,  each  with  a  pom- 
pous Latin  inscription  below  it)  fill* 
ing  as  many  gilt  niches  in  the  walls. 
In  real  truth  a  great  many,  as  Riquef^ 
engineer  of  the  canal  du  Midi,  Pope 
Benedict  XII.,  &c.,  have  no  con- 
nection of  birth  with  the  town ;  and 
many  more,  though  really  citizens, 
have  no  claim  to  renown  beyond  its 
walls.  Among  those  of  most  general 
celebrity  may  be  mentioned  Raymond 
St.  Gilles,  Count  of  Toulouse,  one  of 
the  leaders  of  the  first  crusade ;  Cujas, 
the  lawyer  (**  cujus  merum  nomen 
plus  laudis  amplectitur  quam  quaelibet 
oratio  potest "),  who  was  rejected  by 
the  university  here  when  a  candidate 
for  the  professorship  of  law ;  and  P. 
Fermat,  the  mathematician,  inventor 
of  the  integral  calculus,  b.  1608. 

In  this  hall  are  held  every  year  the 
meetings  of  the  Sociife  des  Jeux 
Floreauxj  deriving  its  origin  from  the 
ancient  troubadours,  but  founded,  it 
Is  said,  by  one  Clemence  Isaure,  a 
Toulousan  lady,  who  revived  the 
science  of  the  "  gai  Scavoir  *'  in  the 
15th  century.  Her  very  existence^ 
however,  is  not  a  little  doubtful 
as  there  is  no  mention  of  her  in 
the  archives  of  the  town,  though 
her  statue  is  preserved  in  the  Ca« 
pitole.  Be  this  as  it  may  the 
society  have  adopted  her  as  their 
patroness  and  founder,  and  every  year 
at  the  beginning  (3d)  of  May,  affcer 
making  a  pilgrimage  to  the  church 
of  the  Daurade  in  which  her  tomb 
once  was,  they  distribute  to  various 
competitors  prizes,  consisting  of  golden 
and  silver  flowers,  the  violette.  ama- 
ranthe,  eglantine,  souci,  and  lis,  for 
the  best  original  compositions  in 
verse,  and  essays  in  prose,  for  which 
they  give  the  subject.  The  society 
maintains  about  equal  importance, 
and  the  prize  compositions  have  nearly 
the  same  literary  value,  as  those  of  the 
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bardic  meetings  held  in  Wales.  Al- 
though the  existence  of  Clemence  is 
uncertain,  there  is  no  doubt  of  the 
antiquity  of  the  society,  and  it  claims 
fi>r  itself  to  be  the  oldest  literary  in- 
stitution in  Europe,  dating  from  1333. 
Indeed  it  appears  that  in  that  year  a 
number  of  troubadours,  or  main- 
teneurs  du  Gai  Scavoir,  citizens  of 
Toulouse,  met  in  a  field  near  the 
town  to  distribute  prizes  to  the  com- 
posers of  the  best  verses. 

In  the  same  room  with  the  statue 
of  Clemence  Isaure  is  preserved  the 
axe  with  which  Henri,  Due  de  Mont- 
morency, the  victim  of  the  implacable 
Cardinal  Richelieu,  and   one  of  the 
last  of  the  great  vassals  of  the  crown 
of  France,  was  decapitated.     It  is  a 
sort  of  huge  carving-knife,  and  was 
made  in  the   town.     The  execution 
took  place  1 632,  in  the  first  court  of 
the  Capitole,  at  the  feet  of  the  statue 
of  Henri  IV.,   in  whose  reign  that 
part  of  the  building  was  erected.     In 
the  2d  court  on  the  rt.,  two  barred 
windows  mark  the  dungeon  in  which 
he  was  confined,  and  belong  to  the 
oldest  portion  of  the  building.     Here 
also  is   the  old   Salk  de  Consistoire, 
with  ornamented  roof  and  chimney 
(?if   still    existing).       The    council 
chamber  of  the  senators  of  the  town 
(capitouls  equivalent  to  echevins)  no 
longer  exists. 

The  antiquity  of  the  municipal 
privileges  of  the  town,  and  of  the 
meetings  of  the  magistrates  who 
were  elected  by  the  people  themselves 
and  who  were  recognized  by  Ray- 
mond V.  as  far  back  as  1152,  de- 
serves notice.  These  rights,  of  five 
centuries*  duration,  were  infringed,  in 
spite  of  the  remonstrances  of  the 
citizens,  by  Louis  XIV.,  who  caused 
the  capltouls  to  be  appointed  at  Paris 
Ji)y  royal  ordonnance. 

The  Place  du  Capitole  is  a  good 
starting-place  from  which  to  visit  the 
chief  curiosities  of  the  town. 

VEglise  St,  Semin^  the  largest, 
oldest,  and  most  perfect  ecclesiastical 
edifice   here,  is  a  plain  building  of 


brick  and  stone  in  the  Romanesque 
style,    dating  from   the    year    1090, 
when  it  was  finished  and  consecrated 
by  Pope  Urban  II.     It  is  conspicuous 
for  its  loflty  octagonal  Towery  formed 
by  five  tiers  of  arches,  each  story  less 
in  size  than  that  below  it,  the  lower 
tiers  surrounded  by  circular  arches, 
the  two  upper  by  angular  ones.     The 
upper  part  is  of  the  14th  century, 
the  lower  corresponds  exactly  in  style- 
with  the  church  below.     Of  its  two 
S.  porches  one  is  distinguished  by  a 
curious  early  bas-relief  over  the  door 
In  the  Byzantine  style,  and  by  the 
capitals  of  its  columns  representing 
the  murder  of  the  Innocents,  expul* 
sion  of  Adam,  &c. ;  the  other  a  dou- 
ble portal,  leading  into  the  S.  transepts 
bears   carved  capitals  of   the   seven 
deadly  sins.     By  the  side  of  it,  within 
a  modernized  chapel,  are  several  tomb$ 
of  early  counts  of  Toulouse,     The 
interior   is   remarkable  for  its   very> 
long  Nave   (not  unlike  that  of  St. 
Albans,  but  flanked  by  double  aisles).. 
Its  cradle-vaulted  roof  is  supported, 
by  plain   angular  piers,  having   en-* 
gaged  columns,  and  above  its  circular 
arches  runs  a  triforium  having  slight 
double    pillars  with    delicately    cut 
capitals,  continued  all  round  the  tran- 
septs, and  lighted  by  windows  on  th^ 
outside.     The  £.  end  is  semicirculac 
and  the  arches  round;  close  set  co- 
lumns support  the  vault  above  the  high 
altar,  painted  with  the  colossal  figure 
of  Christ  and  the  symbols  of  the  foui 
evangelists.    From  the  aisle  behind  it 
project  five  apsidal  chapels,  decorated 
with  curious  carvings  of  saints,  and 
legends   in   wood.      Here  also  is  a 
model  of  the  church  as  it  stood  be- 
fore the  Revolution,  showing  that  it 
formed  an  isolated  fortress,  apart  from 
the  town,  walled  in  by  towers  and 
battlements.     Some   curious  Byzan- 
tine bas-reliefs  in  white  marble,  said 
to  have  belonged  to  the  old  church  o£ 
St.  Sernin,  built  by  Charlemagne  in 
the  8th  century  (?),  are  let  into  the 
wall  of  the   aisle  behind  the  choir; 
they  represent   our  Saviour,  angels^ 
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and  saints.  The  Crypt  under  the 
oboir,  modernized  in  the  15  th  cen- 
tury, was  the  place  of  deposit  of  relics 
in  great  number  and  esteemed  of 
immense  value.  Before  the  Revo- 
lution this  church  indeed  boasted  of 
possessing  the  bodies  of  no  less  thai) 
aeveli  of  the  apostles,  one  of  them 
being  a  duplicate  of  St.  James,  ano- 
ther of  his  bodies  being  preserved  at 
Compostella!  This  motto  was  bla- 
zoned over  the  entry  — 
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The  wooden  stalls  of  the  choir  are 
well  carved  in  the  style  of  the  16th 
century. 

The  Church  of  St,  Tawy  situated  in 
the  street  leading  firom  tiie  Capitole 
to  St.  Semin,  derives  its  name  from 
the  wild  bull  to  whose  horns  the 
body  of  the  martyr  St.  Saturnin  was 
bound  by  his  heathen  persecutors. 
The  struggles  of  the  furious  animal 
having  detached  it  from  the  cords, 
on  this  spot,  a  church  was  in  conse- 
quence erected,  lliat  at  present  ex- 
isting has  nothing  remarkable  but  its 
flattened  fronton  belfry  surmounted 
by  angular  arches. 

The  Chmrch  of  ihe  Corddiers,  a 
brick  building  of  great  loftiness, 
erected  in  the  14th  century,  is  now 
turned  into  a  magazin  de  fourrage, 
and  filled  with  hay ;  that  of  the  Ja- 
cobins surmounted  by  a  conspicuous 
brick  tower,  rising  in  arches  having 
straight  angled  heads,  is  of  vast  size, 
and  of  brick  like  the  other  churches. 
It  has  become  a  barrack,  and  is  di- 
vided by  floors,  the  lower  story  serv- 
ing as  a  stable  for  artillery  horses. 

Issuing  out  of  the  Place  du  Capi- 
tole by  the  Rue  des  Arts  (?)  we 
come  to  the  Cathedral,  or  Egllse  St. 
Etienne,  chiefly  remarkable  for  the 
irregularity  and  want  of  concord  in 
all  its  parts.  The  large  rose  window 
is  out  of  the  line  of  the  centre  of  the 
main  portal  immediately  below  it ; 
the  centre  of  the  nave  is  parallel  with 
the  side  aisle  of  the  choir,  and  its  two 
walls  do  not  correspond*     The  Nave 


was  built  by  Raymond  VI.,  Comte  de 
Toulouse,  in  the  13th  century,  at  a 
time  when  he  was  accused  of  favour* 
ing  the  heretical  Albigeois,  and  was 
excommunicated  in  consequence  by 
the  pope.  Raymond  was  besieged 
within  the  walls  of  Toulouse  by 
Simon  de  Montfort,  Earl  of  Leicester, 
appointed  by  Innocent  III.  head  d 
the  crusade  against  the  heretics 
who  met  his  death  in  one  of  the 
suburbs  of  the  town,  from  a  stone 
discharged  by  a  mangonel,  whilst  he 
was  endeavouring  to  repel  a  sally 
of  the  citizens  in  the  9th  month  of 
the  fruitless  siege,  on  St.  John  Bap- 
tist's day,  1218.  Count  Raymond's 
construction  is  the  oldest  part  of  the 
church,  and  was  doubtless  intended 
to  be  removed  by  those  who  raised 
the  more  elegant  Gothic  Choir,  It  was 
begun  1272,  but  not  roofed  until  1502» 
by  the  Cardinal  d* Orleans,  son  of  the 
brave  bastard  Dunois,  who  built  also 
the  clocher  and  the  singular  isolated 
column  called  PiHer  cT  Orleans,  which 
fronts  you  as  you  enter  the  nave. 
There  is  some  good  painted  glass  in 
the  choir.  The  tower  is  singular 
from  its  form,  having  two  broad  sides 
and  two  narrow. 

In  the  Rue  des  Arts  is  the  Musie, 
deposite4  in  the  desecrated  church  of 
the  Augustins,  and  comprising  a  large 
collection  of  bad  paintings,  copies,  &c» 
filling  two  rooms,  one  of  them  the 
old  church  itself,  which  has  been  re- 
roofed  and  re-floored.  The  best  pie^ 
tures  are  a  PeruginOf  St.  John  Evan- 
gelist and  St  Austin;  a  Vander 
Afeukn,  Siege  of  Cambray;  and  a 
curious  painting  of  the  eight  capitouls 
forming  the  town  council  of  Toulouse 
in  1645.  A  good  collection  of  easts 
from  the  antique  is  placed  in  the 
chapter-house,  an  elegantly  vaulted 
and  groined  apartment  of  the  16th 
century,  supported  on  light  pillars. 
The  ColkctioH  of  Antiquities  in  this! 
museum  is  the  most  interesting 
sight  in  Toulouse;  it  is  placed 
under  the  admirable  direction  of 
M,   du  M^ge,  who  may   be    con«- 
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■.idefed  its  founder.  The  foeale 
which  it  partly  occupies  is  the  elegant 
Oothic  OoUUr  of  the  old  church,  the 
traceried  arches  of  which  are  sup- 
ported on  pillars  of  marble  in  pairs, 
producing  an  eflect  not  unlike  the 
Campo  Santo  at  Pisa. 

In  addition  to  a  small  series  of 
Egyptian  sculptures,  there  are  nu- 
merous inscriptions,  Roman  and 
Gallic,  Totive  altars,  &c.,  with  frag- 
ments of  statues  and  of  marbles, 
•bowing  that  the  quarries  of  the 
Pyrenees  were  worked  by  the  Ro- 
mans, from  various  places  in  Lan- 
guedoc  and  the  Pyrenees.  The  most 
remarkable  part  of  the  collection, 
however,  is  the  three  following  se- 
ries, forming  an  almost  uninterrupted 
chain  in  the  history  of  art,  from  the 
Gallo- Roman  period  to  the  Renais- 
sance or  cinquecento  through  the 
Gothic  period. 

Ist.  A  very  large  collection  of  an- 
tiquities dug  up  near  the  small  town 
of  Martres,  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Ga- 
Tonne,  a  little  below  St.  Gaudens, 
and  proved  by  M.  Damage  to  be  the 
ancient  -  Calagorris.  In  consequence 
of  the  excavations  undertaken  at  his 
suggestion,  it  has  proved  a  Gallic 
Pompeii,  llie  discoveries  consist  of 
a  series  of  about  40  busts  |tnd  me- 
dallions of  Roman  emperors,  and  of 
members  of  their  fiunilies  from  Au- 
gustus and  Claudius  down  to  Gal- 
lienus,  forming  a  tolerably  complete 
portrait  gallery  ;  —  of  a  number  of 
small  statues  of  gods  and  goddesses, 
of  good  execution,  especially  in  the 
drapery,  including  Isis,  Venus,  Diana, 
Jupiter,  Serapis,  Esculapius,  Har- 
pocrates ;  a  series  of  bas-reliefr,  much 
mutilated,  representing  the  labours 
of  Hercules ;  a  mosaic  of  the  head 
of  a  river  god;  a  number  of  Co- 
rinthian capitals^  friezes,  and  other 
anhitectursA  ornaments.  Among  the 
bronzes  are  a  pair  of  whed*  and  the 
poU  of  a  Roman  ekariotf  very  rare  and 
interesting  objects,  dug  up  at  Fa,  near 
the  Bains  de  Rennes.  Two  bas- 
reliefs  with  inscriptions  relating  to  the 


two  £mperors  Tetricus,  have  given 
rise  to  much  discussion  among  anti- 
quaries. They  were  found  at  N^rae* 
2d.  A  collection  of  works  of  art 
of  the  Middle  Ages,  consisting  of  has* 
reliefr,  statues,  momunents,  portalz^ 
and  a  long  series  of  curiously  carved 
capitals  of  columns  obtained  from 
ecclesiastic  edifices  and  Christtaii 
monuments^  destroyed  or  desecrated^ 
at  or  since  the  Revolution,  b^inning 
with  early  Christian  tombs,  saneo- 
phagi,  and  coffins,  covered  wilh  sculp- 
ture rude  and  debased  in  point  of 
art,  but  showing  Roman  influence, 
bearing  Christian  symbols,  combined 
with  heathen  subjects,  the  cross,  X» 
P,  the  vine-branch,  &c.  One  of 
these  brought  friom  the  outer  wall 
of  the  church  of  La  Daurade^  where 
it  went  by  the  name  of  Tomheau  di 
la  Heine  Pedauqtie  (pes  aucse,  queen 
goose^leg),  bears  six  bas-reUefr  of  the 
multiplication  of  loaves  and  fishes, 
the  raising  of  Lazarus,  ]^and  othei 
scriptural  events  which  were  adopts 
as  types  symbolical  of  the  gooiaem 
of  God,  and  of  the  resurrection,  by 
the  early  Christians.  Anothet  sar- 
cophagus from  St.  Orens  at  Auch« 
displays,  with  similar  symbolical  al- 
lusion, the  sacrifice  of  Isaac,  and 
Lazarus  deplored  by  Martha,  with 
Adam  and  Eve.  Others  of  theas 
tombs  come  from  the  very  ancient  ce- 
metery of  St.  Saturnin  in  Toulouse. 
Several  bas-reliels  which  ornamented 
a  portal  of  that  church  are  preserved 
h^e ;  one  represents  2  females 
seated,  their  legs  crossed ;  one  holds  a 
ram,  the  other  a  lion :  the  names  of 
these  two  signs  of  the  zodiac  being 
written  at  the  side,  and  below  one  of 
them,  "  Hoc  fiictum  est  in  tempore 
Julii  Cffisaris."  lliey  are  supposed  to 
have  formed  part  of  a  Zodiac,  or  Julian 
Calendar  attached  to  that  church. 
It  is  not  improbable  that  they  were 
executed  in  the  time  of  Charlemagne. 
From  St.  Semin  also  comes  a  eamng 
of  a  hawk,  with  a  human  head,  tread- 
ing under  foot  a  monster,  inscribed 
"  Crocodilus  : "    the  allegory    seems 
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derived  from  Egypt.  A  pedestal  tn 
white  marble,  bearing  4  figures  in  re- 
lief, 2  of  them  saints  with  palms  (St. 
Justus  and  Rusticus)  the  Virgin,  and 
a  crowned  king,  supposed  to^^be  Char- 
leou^ne,  holding  a  lotus-headed  (?) 
seeptre,  «nd  wearing  a  cross  on  his 
iMMBsty  was  brought  from  the  Oathe- 
df  al  of  Narbonne,  of  whieh  he  was  the 
founder.  The  curious  Fortal  of  the 
okt  Ghtttrek  of  La  Daurade,  pulled 
down  in  1812  when  the  monastery 
attached  to  it  was  converted  into  a 
tobacco  manufactory,  has  been  re> 
erected  here,  as  nearly  as  possible  in 
its  original  condition.  Its  circular 
arch  is  supported  by  statues,  instead 
of  pillars;  attached  to  it  are 4  figures 
in  bas  relief  — •  David  playing  on  the 
Harp,  and  the  Viigin  and  our  Saviour, 
with  a  king  and  queen,  founders  or 
bene&ctors  of  the  church. 

In  like  manner,  the  Portal  of  the 
Cathedral  Chapter  Some,  at  Toulouse, 
decorated  with  figures  of  the  Apostles 
in  bas-relief  has  been  removed  hither. 

Here  are  numerous  statues,  partly 
eoloured  and  gilt,  of  Christ,  the  Virgin, 
Apostles,  and  Saints.  A  series  of  more 
than  60  capitals  of  columns,  almost  all 
differing  in  form  and  decoration,  the 
greater  part  ornamented  with  subjects 
minutely  carved  from  the  JKble  or 
liCgetnds  of  Saints.  The  casts  of  sculp- 
tures from  the  churches  of  St.  Vic 
tor^t  Marseillesy  and  that  of  Moissac, 
merit  attention,  as  well  as  many  mo* 
numental  effigies  of  noble  knights 
and  high-bom  dames,  and  holy  eccle- 
siastics, mitred  abbots,  bishops,  and 
several  archbishops  of  Toolonse,  here 
deposited. 

The  museum  also  boasts  of  pos- 
sessing the  ioory  horn  of  the  renowned 
RoUatd,  richly  carved— formerly  pre- 
served in  the  treasury  of  the  church 
of  St.  Semin. 

Athird  division'of  the  museum  con- 
tains MonumentM  ofAe  Renaieeanee,  in- 
eluding  casts  from  a  portion  of  the 
carved  wood  screen- work  in  the  Cathe- 
dral of  Auch,  and  diurch  of  St  Ber- 
tiand  de  Comminges.     A  Pietl^  in 


white  marble,  from  the  Eglise  des 
Cannes  at  Carcassonne,  several  frag- 
ments of  statues,  bas-relieft,  &c.  by 
Baehelier,  a  sculptor  of  Toulouse,  and 
pupil  of  Michael  Angelo,  1485-^ 
1567 ;  a  relief  in  white  marble,  of 
boys  dandng,  by  Pierre  Paul  Puget,  is 
very  clever. 

Toulouse  possesses  several  other 
churches,  scarcely  worth  visiting. 

The  plastered  and  stuccoed  church 
bf  La  Daurade  derives  its  name  froiii 
the  gUt  mosaics  of  a  former  church, 
of  which  no  traces  are  now  left :  the 
monastery  attached  to  it,  on  the  quay, 
a  little  below  the  bridge,  is  now  the 
Fabrique  Royal  du  Ti^ac. 

There  are  numerous  specimens  in 
the  streets  of  the  grand  but  exag^ 
gerated  architecture  of  the  Renais- 
sance ;  one,  perhaps  the  best,  is  attrU 
buted  to  Priniaticcio*s  design,  and 
is  situated  near  the  bridge  over  the 
Garonne. 

If  the  stranger  will  continue  past 
the  bridge,  up  the  street,  on  the  tL 
bank  of  the  Garonne,  called  Rue  du 
CouteHers,  he  may  view  the  Hotel  de 
St.  Jean,  of  Italian  architecture,  that 
called  Hold  Dagmn,  or  more  conu 
monly  Maieon  de  Pierre,  a  gaudy 
specimen  of  the  style  of  the  RenaiiE^ 
sance,  and  nearly  oppoute  an  oma^ 
mental  portal,  in  much  better  taste, 
designed  by  Baehelier,  already  men«* 
tiohed. 

Still  frrther  on  is  the  canfion 
foundery,  occupying  the  ancient  nun- 
nery of  Sainte  Claire ;  and  a  little 
beyond  it  Le  Convent  de  PlnqtiitU 
turn,  an  obscure  edifice  retaining 
its  old  ill-omened  name,  but  now 
belonging  to  a  religious  brother- 
hood engaged  in  education.  It  is 
memorable  for  crimes  which  stain  the 
annals  of  Toulouse.  Here  alone,  in 
France,  was  that  accursed  tribunal 
allowed  to  take  root.  Here,  as  in 
Spain,  it  brought  with  it  its  usual 
train  of  tyrannous  atrocities,— tor- 
turing, imprisoning,  roasting  at  the 
stake  the  living,  tearing  up  the  dead 
from  their  graves,  or  refusing  Chri  u 
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tian  burial  to  persons  deceased.  It 
was  first  established  here,  in  the  time 
of  Count  Raymond  VII.  (1221),  by 
the  ecclesiastical  council  assembled  to 
exterminate  the  heresy  of  the  Albi- 
l^enses,  which,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
1 3th  century,  had  overspread  the  entire 
S.  of  France,  under  the  connivances 
or  encouragement  of  Raymond  VL 
of  Toulouse,  one  of  the  wealthiest 
And  most  powerful  princes  of  his  time. 
St.  Dominic  himself,  the  founder  of 
the  Inquisition,  visited  Toulouse  to 
"vTater  the  thriving  offset  from  his  own 
terrible  foundation;  the  cell  which 
he  occupied  was  shown  until  1772. 

The  Place  tie  Salin  was  the  scene 
upon  which  the  French  Autos  da  Fe 
were  enacted. 

The  house  No.  50  Rue  des  Fila- 
tiers  was  in  1762  occupied  by  a  re- 
spectable Protestant  family,  named 
Calas.  The  father,  Jean  Galas,  car- 
ried on  the  trade  of  draper,  and  pros- 
pered, in  good  repute  with  his  neigh- 
bours, and  in  contentment  at  home. 
The  only  exception  to  his  domestic 
happiness  was  the  conversion,  by  a 
priest  named  Durand,  of  his  third 
son,  Jean  Louis,  to  the  Romish  faith. 
The  youth  had,  in  consequence,  been 
sent  from  home,  receiving  a  small  al- 
lowance from  his  father. 

On  the  night  of  the  13-1 4th  October 
1761,  cries  were  heard  issuing  from 
the  house  of  Calas,  and  the  chief  of 
police,  with  an  escort  of  soldiers,  on 
entering  it,  found  near  the  door  the 
dead  body  of  the  eldest  son  of  Calus 
And  Marc  Antoine. 

A  proces  verbal  was  prepared,  de» 
glaring  that  he  died,  hung  by  himself; 
which  there  can  be  no  doubt  is  the 
truth,  for  he  was  of  a  melancholy 
temperament;  but  a  malicious  cry 
was  raised  in  the  crowd  by  a  voice 
unknown  that  he  had  been  strangled 
by  his  father,  to  prevent  his  abjuring 
Calvinism  as  his  brother  had  done,  and 
the  report  spread  and  was  partly  be- 
lieved by  the  &natic  Toulousans.  The 
elder  Calas  was,  in  consequence^  ac- 
cused of  the  murder  of  his  own  son,  be- 


fore the  parliament  of  Toulouse ;  and 
that  ancient  and  venerable  assembly^ 
without  listening  to  one  tenth  of  the 
evidence  which  had  been  prepared*  and 
without  any  proof  of  his  guilt,  sullied 
its  reputation  for  justice  by  cood^mi* 
ing  him,  at  the  age  of  6d,  to  be  tor^ 
tured,  and  broken  on  the  wheel,  and 
his  remains  burnt  and  scattered  to  the 
wind. 

The  act  of  condemniUion,  in  virtue 
of  which  this  alanxdous  judicial  muiv 
der  was  committed,  runs  as  follows: 
«  La  Cour  le  condanme  k  etre  livr6 
aux  mains  de  Tex^cuteur  de  la  haute 
justice,  qui,  tete,  pieds  nus,  et  en 
chemise,  la  hart  au  col,  le  montera 
sur  le  chariot  a  ce  destin^,  et  le  con* 
duira  devant  la  porte  principale  de 
I'Eglise  de  Toulouse;  oii,  ^tant  a 
genoux,  tenant  entre  ses  mains  une 
torche  de  cire  jaune  allum^e,  du  poids 
de  deux  Uvres,  il  lui  fera  amende  ho- 
norable, et  demandera  pardon  a  Dieu, 
au  Roi,  et  a  la  justice,  de  ses  crimes^ 
et  mefaits ;  ce  fait,  le  remcxDtera  sue 
le  chariot,  et  le  conduira  k  la  Place 
St.  George  de  cette  vijle,  ou,  sur  un 
^hafaud,  qui  y  sera  a  cet  e&t  dress6, 
11  lui  rompera  et  brisera  lea  bras, 
jambes,  cuisses,  et  reins ;  ensuite  Tex- 
posera  sur  une  roue  qui  sera  dress^ 
tout  aupres  du  dit  6ohafaud,  la  fiioer 
tourn^e  vers  le  ciel,  pour  y  vivre  en 
peine  et  repentance  de  ses  dits  pr^fiuts, 
servir  d'exemple,  et  donner  de  la  ter* 
reur  aux  m^chants,  tout  autant  qu*il 
lui  plaise  k  Dieu  de  lui  donner  la 
vie ;  et  son  corps  sera  jet^  dans  un 
bucher  prepare  k  cet  effet  sur  la  dite 
place,  pour  y  ^tre  consume  par  lea 
flammes,  et  ensuite  jetees  au  vent. 
Prealablement  le  dit  Calas  sera  ap- 
plique 4  la  question  ordinaire  et  extra* 
ordinaire,  serale  dit  Calas  Pere  Stran- 
gle, apres  avoir  reste  deux  heures  sur 
la  roue.  Juge  le  9  Mai  1 762,  Cassan, 
Clairae,  rapporteurs."  He  bore  the 
torture  inflicted  on  him  in  the  Hotel 
de  Ville  with  the  gr^ttsst  .firmnesfft 
answering  all  questions  .with  tibe  ut« 
most  clearness^  fl)id  gkvJLflg  lio  advan* 
tage  to  bis  interrogat<»Q,'.but  persist* 
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ing  in  nudntaining  his  innocence. 
On  the  scaffold,  after  suffering  with 
the  most  patient  resignation  the 
agonies  of  his  punishment  for  2  whole 
hours,  during  which  he  was  sub- 
jected to  the  mental  rackings  of  a 
Bomish  priest,  being  still  fiilly  alive, 
the  signal  was  given  to  the  execu- 
tioner to  inflict  the  "  cotqf  de  grace." 

**  De  faux  t^moins  ont  ^gar^  mes 
jtiges,"  exclaimed  he^  bef<»e  breathuig 
his  last  breath,  **je  meurs  innocent: 
J^us  Christ,  qui  6tait  Tinnooence 
m^me,  voulut  mourir  par  une  sup- 
plice  plus  cruel  encore.**  The  very 
I>ominiGans  who  attended  Galas,  ex- 
ulaimed  as  he  expired,  <*  II  est  mort 
un  juste  1  '*  With  his  murder  an  end 
was  put  to  martyrdoms  and  cruel 
persecutions  of  the  Protestants  which 
had  disgraced  the  South  of  France 
fof  almost  a  century,  and  chiefly 
owing  to  the  publicity  given  by  Vol- 
taire to  the  case  of  Jean  Calus  :  this 
sentence  was  reversed  and  his  inno- 
cence proclaimed  by  the  Conseit 
JRoyal  at  Paris. 

The  PaiaU  de  JuUice,  totally  mo- 
dernised externally,  and  fer  the  most 
part  a  new  building,  was  the  seat  of 
the  Parliament  of  Toulouse,  where  its 
sittings  were  held.  The  fine  Ceilings 
amamenting  its  interior  have  [  been 
retained  in  two  apartments:  one,  carved 
with  reliefs,  in  compartments,  repre- 
senting the  Labours  of  Hercules,  is 
by  no  means  contemptible,  the  other 
it  richly  gilt. 

At  a  shcNrt  distance  below  the 
bridge^  the  navigation  of  the  Garonne 
is  interrupted  by  a  weir  thrown  across 
it«  to  supply  water  to  the  large  com 
mill  of  the  town,  called  le  Btuade,  re- 
built 1814. 

Between  this  mill  and  the  church 
of  La  Daurade  is  the  mouth  of  the 
Canal  de  Brienne,  constructed  by  the 
archbishop  whose  name  it  bears,  to 
remedy  the  interruption  in  the  navi- 
gation caused  by  the  mill  weir.  It 
runs  nearly  parallel  with  the  Garonne 
for  about  i|  mile  below  the  Basacle, 
and  then  falls  into  the  Canal  da  MuH, 


A  fine  avenue  of  trees  leads  to  this 
junction.  Here  the  2  canals  are  crossed 
by  small  bridges,  between  which,  on 
a  level  with  the  water,  is  stuck  a 
large  piece  of  sculpture,  in  high  relief 
of  white  marble,  representing  some 
unmeaning  allegory,  without  allusion 
to  the  founder  of  the  great  work, 
Riquet,  and  contemptible  in  execu* 
tion. 

A  fiiw  hundred  yards  below  this, 
the  Canal  du  Midi,  after  sweeping 
round  the  E.  and  N.  sides  of  the  city 
of  Toulouse,  enters  the  Garonne, 
through  a  basin  provided  with  double 
locks,  and  guarded  against  ice  by  a 
sort  of  pier.  The  Garonne  is  at  this 
point  144  metres,  or  473  ft.,  above 
the  level  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  navigation  of  the  Garonne, 
though  carried  on  by  barges,  is  very 
difficult,  owing  to  rocks  and  stems  of 
trees  in  its  bed,  from  Toulouse  to  the 
junction  of  the  Tarn.  A  lateral 
canal  has  been  projected  from  Tou^ 
louse  to  Castels  in  Department  Gi- 
ronde.  For  a  description  of  the  Canai 
du  Midi,  see  R.  93. 

At  the  battle  of  Toulouse,  the  inner 
bank  of  the  canal,  towards  the  town, 
was  lined  with  French  troops,  and 
every  bridge  over  it  strongly  defended 
by  Tetes  de  Pont  and  entrenchments. 
In  an  attack  made  by  the  British  light 
division  upon  the  bridge  nearest  the 
embouchure  of  the  canal,  designed 
by  Wellington  merely  as  a  feint,  but 
converted  by  Picton,  in  disobedience 
to  orders,  into  a  hopeless  assault, 
the  British  were  repulsed  with  a  loss 
of  400  men. 

A  monument  has  been  erected,  in 
the  grounds  of  the  Chateau  Grag-» 
nague,  on  the  N.  side  of  the  canal,  to 
a  British  oflSoer  of  great  merit,  Co* 
lonel  Forbes  of  the  45th  regiment. 
Several  other  monumental  tablets  are 
also  placed  in  the  Protestant  Church 
of  Toulouse. 

The  best  point  of  riew  fi^r  survey* 
ing  theyieltf  of  the  battle  of  Totdoiuet 
(  April  10. 1 814)  as  well  as  for  viewing 
the  iowUi  is  the  Ohdiek  of  brick. 
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crettcd  bj  ihe  city,  *<  Aux  Braves 
morts  pour  la  Patrie/'  occupying  the 
site  of  one  of  Marshal  Soult's  re* 
dottbts,  taken  by  the  English,  on 
the  height  of  Calvinet.  It  is  reached 
by  traTerting  the  fine  oral  place,  and 
the  broad  Avemue  Lafatfette  (origi* 
nally  d*Angoul£me),  crosnng  the 
eaaal  at  the  flying  bridge,  or  Pont 
Matabiau,  and  ascending  at  the  back 
ot  the  ESede  Veterinaire  The  view 
ewes  its  chief  interest  to  the  distant 
^ain  of  the  Pyrenees,  occupying  the 
horizon,  whose  peaks  may  be  dis- 
oemcd,  in  fine  weatiiier,  from  the  Ca« 
aigou  on  the  E.  to  the  Pic  du  Midi 
de  Bigorre  on  the  W.  with  the  Ma- 
ladetta,  Crabioules,  and  Mt.  Perdu 
in  the  centre.  The  city  itself  is  not 
striking ;  the  country  around  is  very 
flat  and  monbtonous,  and  the  6a- 
tonne  runs  in  too  deep  a  bed  to  form 
a  feature  in  the  landscape. 

The  most  important  part  of  Mar- 
shal Soidt's  position,  at  the  time  of 
the  battle,  was  ak>ng  the  heights 
call^  Mont  Rav^  composed  of  two 
platforms,  Calvinet  (on  which  stands 
the  obelisk)  and  Sypierre^  both  of 
wlucfa  had  been  fortified,  several  weeks 
beforehand,  with  6  redoubts,  and  en- 
trenchments between  them,  mounted 
with  a  great  many  guns.  The  position 
was  supported  by  lSbe  canal,  and  by  the 
ramparts  by  which  the  town  was  then 
surrounded,  in  the  rear  of  the  canal ; 
and  in  front  the  positioii  was  covered 
by  the  Ers.  That  stream  was  at  the 
time  unfordable,  and  aU  the  bridges 
over  it  were  blown  up,  or  strongly 
guarded,  except  that  of  Crmx  Dau- 
Tade,  taken  fay  the  British  Hussars 
the  day  before  the  battle.  Grenend 
Beresford's  division,^  which  achieved 
the  victory,  had  tD  make  a  flank 
movement,  marching  for  S  m.  up  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  Ers,  under  the  fire 
ftam  the  heists,  over  ground  na- 
turally very  difiicult,  marshy,  and  in- 
tersected by  watercourses,  but  ren- 
dered almost  impassable  by  artificial 
inundations.  After  passing  Calvinet, 
the    British    troops    formed^    and. 


charging  up  the  bright,  took  first  flM 
redoubt  on  Sypierre,  and  afterwards 
those  on  Calrinet.  Here,  however, 
a  terrible  struggle  took  place:  the 
British,  •<  clinging  to  the  brow  of  Uie 
hill,"  in  spite  of  the  masses  opposed 
to  them,  stood  fast  on  the  ground 
they  had  gained;  and  though  tfa^ 
French  made  desperate  efforts  fVom 
the  canal,  they  never  retook  Cal- 
vinet A  prerious  attack  on  Calvi- 
net, made  in  the  early  part  of  the  day 
by  the  Spaniards,  had  been  very  di& 
iRorent  in  its  result ;  so  quickly,  in* 
deed,  did  they  retire,  that  the  JhAt 
of  Wellington  scud  of  them,  **he 
never  before  saw  10,000  men  running 
a  race;  **  1500  of  them  were  slaugh- 
tered on  the  slope  of  this  hill,  chieiSy 
in  a  hollow  road  upon  its  flank,  raked 
by  a  battery  from  the  Pont  de  Mata- 
biau  on  the  canal,  **  which  sent  its 
bullets  fhmi  flank  to  flank,  hissing 
through  the  quivering  mass  of  flesh 
and  bones,*'  to  use  the  words  of  Co- 
lonri  Napier. 

At  5  o'clock,  p.  M.,  Soult  with- 
drew his  whole  army  behind  the 
canaL  The  next  day  he  remained 
inaedve,  and  on  the  night  of  the 
nth  was  «  forced  to  abandon  *'  Tou* 
lottse^  learing  behind  1600  wounded) 
and  3  generals,  to  fall  prisoners 
into  the  hands  of  the  allies.  They 
lost  in  this  battle  4659  men,  and  4 
generals;  the  French  nearly  SOOO^ 
and  5  generals  killed  or  wounded; 
an  useless  waste  of  human  life,  since 
Napoleon  had  abdicated  on  the  4th 
April,  some  days  previouriy,  though 
that  event  was  unknown  to  either  of 
the  commanders.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  charge  brought  against 
Marshal  Soult  of  fighting  this  battle 
though  aware  of  what  had  happened 
at  Paris  is  unfounded,  and  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  himself  has  nobly 
vindicated  him  from  it  The  forces 
of  the  allies  amounted  to  53,000 
men ;  but  of  these  only  24»00Q,  and 
52  guns,  were  actually  engaged  in  the 
battle ;  the  French  had  88,000  men» 
with  firom  80  to  90  guns.     This  is 
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the  estimate  drawn  out  with  the  iit- 
most  fairness  by  Colonel  Napier. 

Tlie  country  immediately  about 
Toulouse  is  generally  flat  and  unin- 
teresting, and  being  besides  arid,  and 
bomt  up  in  summer,  the  want  of 
shade  and  verdure,  and  the  escessiYe 
dust,  oflfer  no  inducements  to  explore. 
its  fertflity,  however,  is  very  eon- 
spicuous. 

Toulouse  is  joined  by  a  brid^B  of 
brick,  pierced  with  round  holes  be- 
tween the  spandrils  of  the  arches, 
and  terminating  in  an  archway,  with 
the  suburb  at  St.  Cyprien,  which  was 
invested  by  General  Hill  and  one 
division  of  the  British  army  at  the 
time  of  the  battle. 

The  principal  CafSt  are  in  the 
Place  du  Capitole.  The  market 
held  here  is  very  abundantly  supplied : 
fruit,  vegetables,  poultry,  and  wine 
lure  very  dieap;  butter  and  miUc  dear ; 
ortolans,  tnifflea,  flgs,  pat^  de  foi^ 
dB  conarda,  are  the  delicames  which 
await  the  gourmand  here. 

MaBqpo9te9  daily  to  Vniis  by  Mont- 
aubaa  and  iJmoges ;  to  MarseSles  by 
Nafbonne  and  MontpelUer ;  to  Bor- 
deaux by  Agen ;  to  Bayonne  by 
Auch  and  Pau. 

Diligences i  daily,  to  Paris;  to 
Bordeaux ;  diligences  also  correspond 
with  the  steamers  on  the  Garonne  to 
Bordeaux ;  to  Tarbes,  Fau,  and  Ba- 
yonne ;  to  Aneh  and  Bagndres  de 
Bigorre ;  to  St.  Gaudens  and  Bag- 
ndresde  Luchon;  to  Foix,  Ussat,  and 
Ax;  to Villefiranche  (Aveyron);  to 
Nismes  and  Marseilles  by  Naibonne 
and  Montpellier;  to  Perpignan  by 
Limoax ;  to  Alby. 


ROUTE  71. 

UMOGES   TO  BORDEAUX  BT  rX&IGUZUX 
AND  LIBOURNX. 

215  kilom.  ^  133|  Eng.  m. 
MaBeposte  as  fidr  as  Perigueux. 
DUiffewet  daily. 

Through  a  hilly  country,  we  reach 
the  first  relay«at 


9  Aix^,  on  the  VIenne,  a  small 
town  skirted  by  the  road. 

24  Chalus.  The  post-house  and 
inn  is  situated  at  some  distance  from 
this  little  town,  which  is  only  remark- 
able for  its  Castle  of  Chabr6l,nmng 
above  it  in  picturesque  ruins.  Be- 
neath its  walls,  Richard  Cceur  de 
Lion  received  his  death-wound  from 
the  arrow  of  a  youth  named  Bertrand 
de  Gurdon.  The  tamer  of  the  infidel, 
and  hero  of  the  Crusades,  thus  ended  a 
chivalrous  life  of  neariy  constant  war- 
fiire,  before  the  petty  fortress  of  a 
vassal,  the  Viscount  of  Limoges, 
which  he  had  besieged  in  consequence 
of  a  quarrel  about  the  division  of  a 
treasure  found  in  the  viscount's  do» 
main,  of  which  Richard  claimed  the 
whole,  or  a  larger  share  than  had  been 
conceded  to  him.  The  castle  was 
soon  taken,  and*  the  garrison  of  only 
S8  men  were  hung  by  the  king's 
order,  except  the  bold  archer  who 
had  sped  the  shaft  so  fatal  to  him. 
The  youth  avowed,  when  brought 
before  the  dying  monarch,  that  re- 
venge for  the  death  of  his  father  and 
two  brothers,  slain  by  Richard,  had 
prompted  him  to  free  the  country  of 
its  oppressor.  His  life,  though  mag^ 
nanimously  spared  by  Richard,  was 
taken  after  his  death ;  and  he  is  said 
to  have  been  flayed  alive  by  order  of 
Richard's  minister.  Themost  conspi- 
cuous part  of  the  castle  yet  remaining 
is  a  circular  donjon,  entered  by  a  door- 
way high  up  in  the  wall,  and  no  longer 
accessible  without  a  ladder.  The  tower 
is  entirely  gutted.  Around  it  are 
grouped  some  shattered  fhigments  of 
buildings,  including  a  portion  of  a 
chapel.  A  little  conical  stone,  rising 
out  of  the  meadows  in  the  front  of 
the  castle,  in  the  valley  below  it,  is 
pointed  out  as  Ae  spot  where  Richard 
had  placed  himself  to  reconnoitre  the 
fort,  when  the  arrow  struck  him  in 
the  L  shoulder.  The  stone  is  called 
MBittfnont. 

The  bridge  of  Firbeix,  3  m.  fhmi 
Chains,  crosses  the  boundary  line  of 
the  ancient  province  of  Limousin  into 
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that  of  Perigord,  famous  for  iruffieM 
the  groundwork  of  its  celebrated 
pates. 

12  La  CoquUle. 
15  Thiviers. 

13  Palissou. 

1 9  Perigueux  ( Inna :  H.  de  France^ 
DuChene  Vert),  the  chef  lieu  of  the  De- 
partment Dordogne,  contains  11,576 
inhabitants,  and  is  situated  on  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  river  L*Isle,  which  was 
canalised  in  18S7* 

The  town,  composed  of  streets  nar- 
row, tortuous,  and  dirty  within,  is 
fringed  by  green  alleys  externally. 

Its  Cathedral  of  St.  Fr<mi,  is  sup- 
posed to  be  of  an  age  anterior  to  the 
loth  century,  except  the  lofty  tower, 
197  ft.  high.  The  arrangement  of 
the  ground  plan,  and  the  construc- 
tion of  this  ch.  display  some  remark- 
able peculiarities.  It  is  in  the  form 
of  a  Greek  cross,  with  4  equal  arms, 
formed  by  squares,  set  round  a  5th 
square  in  the  centre.  Each  square 
is  surmounted  by  a  stone-vaulted 
cupola,  concealed  from  without  by  a 
wooden  roof,  but  visible  to  those 
w^ho  chose  to  mount  up  to  the  roof 
In  a  chapel  within  it  is  a  remarkable 
bas-relief  in  wood,  representing  the 
Annunciation,  of  elaborate  execution. 
The  prefecture  is  a  handsome  modern 
building. 

The  first  ancient  name  of  this  city 
was  Vesuna,  retained  in  the  tower  de 
.  Vesune,  a  circular  edifice  of  Roman 
construction,  100  ft  high,  its  walls 
6  ft.  thick,  without  doors  or  windows. 
It  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  tomb, 
and  is  situated  in  a  suburb  called  La 
Cit^,  which  contains  another  ancient 
church.  Traces  of  a  Roman  amphi- 
theatre  and  arch  in  the  town  also  still 
exist.  At  a  later  period,  the  name 
Vesuna  was  changed  to  Petroeorii, 
mentioned  by  Caesar,  whence  Peri- 
gueux. The  streets  of  Perigueux 
contain  some  curiously  ornamented 
houses  of  the  1 6th  century ;  one  at  the 
corner  of  Rue  I'Aiguillerie  bearing 
the  date  1518 ;  2  others  in  Rue 
Taillefer,  Nos.  31  and  37,  and  a  4th 


at  the  end  of  the  Rue  de  la  Sagesse, 
ornamented  with  avabesques  and 
carvings,  merit  notice.  There  are 
some  buildings  and  vaults  which  are 
as  old  as  the  12th  and  ISth  centuries. 

The  celebrated  pdtea  de  Perigueux^ 
well  known  to  idl  gourmands,  are 
made  of  partridges  combined  with 
truffles,  and  form  an  article  of  con- 
siderable export. 

The  road  descends  the  valley  of 
the  L^Isle,  nearly  all  the  way  to  Li* 
bourne,  crossing  the  stream  opposite 
Castel  Fadaise. 

Passing  under  the  castle  of  Mon- 
tancey,  we  reach 

18  Massoulie. 

17  Mussidan. 

17  Montpont. 

18  St.  M6dard  (Department  Gi- 
ronde).  A  few  m.  to  the  rt.  lies 
Coutras,  where  Henri  IV.,  while  still 
only  king  of  Navarre,  gained  a  bloody 
victory  over  the  forces  of  the  League, 
under  the  Due  de  Joyeuse,  who  lost 
his  life  on  the  field,  along  with  many 
other  great  lords,  1587.  Coutras  is 
visible  from  a  hill  overlooking  the 
valley  of  the  L*  Isle,  surmounted  before 
reaching 

20  Libourne  {Inns :  H.  de  France; 
Des  Princes),  a  town  of  nearly 
10,000  inhabitants,  situated  on  the 
rt  bank  of  the  Dordogne,  here  a  tidal 
river,  capable  of  receiving  vessels  of 
300  tons  burthen,  and  crossed  by  a 
bridge  of  brick,  like  that  of  Bor- 
deaux, at  the  confiu^ice  of  the  L'Isle, 
which  is  traversed  by  an  iron  bridge. 
It  is  a  neat  and  regularly  built  town, 
founded,  it  is  said,  by  Edward  I.,  on 
the  site  of  the  **  Condatis  portus  *' 
mentioned  by  Ausonius. 

An  interesting  excursion  may  be 
made  from  Libourne  up  the  valley 
of  the  Dordogne  to  St.  Emilion,  a 
town  of  3,100  inhabitants  (3  m.  dis- 
tant >,  celebrated  for  its  wines,  and 
remarkable  for  the  antique  buildings 
it  contains ;  viz.  a  ruined  Caetkt  sur- 
mounted by  a  square  keep  tower,  in 
a  style  resembling  the  Norman;  a 
monolithic  church  cut  in  the  rock ;  a 
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round  Gothic  church,  called  the  i7o- 
tondes  the  PamA  or  Collegiate  CAurcA, 
a  fine  building  surmounted  by  a 
graceful  tower,  octagonal  above, 
square  below;  the  ruins  of  several 
other  churches;  and  a  handsome 
building,  the  Palau  du  Cardinal  de 
Cantarac. 

18  Castillon.  Under  the  walls  was 
fought,  in  1453,  the  battle  in  which 
Taliant  Lord  Talbot,  £arl  of  Shrews- 
bur}', 

**  The  Frenchman's  only  scourge. 

Their  kingdom's  terror,  and  black  Nemesis," 

hemmed  in  by  a  French  force  greatly 
superior  to  his  own,  was  slain,  at 
the  age  of  nearly  80  years,  gallantly 
fighting  along  with  his  son,  the  Lord 
Lisle,  whom  his  father  in  vain  coun- 
;5elled  to  depart  out  of  the  field,  see- 
ing that  all  was  lost, — a  real  incident, 
which  has  furnished  Shakespeare  with 
B  fine  scene.  The  result  of  Talbot's 
defeat  and  death  was  the  capture  of 
Bordeaux  from  the  English,  and  their 
final  expulsion  from  Guienne,  Near 
Moutraval,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
3Dordogne,  a  tomb  was  formerly 
pointed  out  under  the  name  of  Tal- 
bot*s ;  but  it  is  known  that  his  body 
was  transported  by  his  friends  to 
England.  3  m.  from  Castillon,  on 
the  1.  of  the  road  but  accessible  only 
by  rough  cross  roads,  is  the  Castle  of 
St,  Michel  de  Montaigne,  the  birth- 
place of  Montaigne,  the  philosopher 
of  the  16th  century,  and  Shakespeare's 
favourite  author.  His  room  is  pre- 
served in  the  gate  tower,  over  the 
entrance,  and  is  decorated  with  Greek 
and  Latin  sentences ;  among  them 

**  Homo  sum :  hnmani  A  me  nihil  alienum 
puto." 

There  is  a  pleasing  view  from  the 
terrace. 

The  distance  from  Libourne  is 
about  12  m. 

•  The  new  road  to  Bordeaux,  after 
4»ros8ing  the  bridge  over  the  Dor- 
dogne,  passes  through 

16  Beychac. 

Shortly  before  reaching  Carbon 
Blanc,  our  road  falls  into  that  from 


Angouleme  to  Bordeaux,  described 
in  R.  64.,  while 

15  Bordeaux  itself  will  be  found 
in  R.  73. 

ROUTE  73. 

TOULOUSE  TO  BORDEAUX  B7  MOISSAC, 
AGEy,  MARMAMDE,  DESCENT  OF  THE 
GARONNE. 

256  kilom.  »  158^  Eng.  m. 

MaIlepo$te  daily  in  16  hours. 

Diliffencet  daily. 

Steamers  ply  on  the  Garonne  firom 
Agen  or  Marmande  to  Bordeaux. 

The  first  2  stages  from  Toulous^ 
by 

17  St.  Jory,  and 

1 2  GrisoUes,  are  the  same  as  R.  70. 
p.  246.,  but  we  turn  to  the  1.,  out  of 
the  road  to  Paris  by  Montauban,  be* 
fore  reaching 

16  La  Vitarelle. 

The  Garonne  runs  nearly  parallel 
with  the  road,  but  so  far  off  (1]^  to  2 
m. )  as  scarcely  to  be  seen. 

Af^r  skirting  the  little  town  of 
St.  Porquier>  and  crossing  the  rood 
from  Montauban  to  Auch,  we  reach 

13  Castel  Sarrazin,  a  town  of  7,000 
inhabitants,  carrying  on  some  trade 
in  the  com  grown  on  the  fertile  plain 
around.  Opinions  differ  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  name;  some  deriving 
it  from  the  Saracens,  who  may  have 
built  the  eattkt  of  which  scanty  re* 
mains  exist,  to  secure  themselves  in 
this  part  of  France;  others,  from 
Castel  sur  Azin,  the  name  of  the 
small  stream  flowing  through  it. 
The  Abb^  de  Prades,  one  of  the  phi- 
losophers of  the  18tb  century,  and  a 
friend  of  Voltaire,  was  born  here. 

The  river  Tarn,  flowing  down  from 
Monteuban  to  join  the  <Sraronne,  i» 
crossed  before  entering 

7  Moissac  (Inns:  Grand  SoUel), 
a  town  of  10,165  inhabitants  on  the 
rt  bank  of  the  Tarn. 

Its  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Pierre 
and  St.  Paul,  once  attached  to  a  cele- 
brated abbey  founded  by  Clovis,  or 
more  probably  by  St  Amend  of  MaesK 
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^ri^t  in  the  7th  century,  has  a  very 
remarkable  portal,  which  was  added, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  12th  century, 
to  the  still  older  church.  It  is  a 
deeply  recessed  porch,  preceding  a 
pointed  arch*  the  mouldings  and  tym- 
panum  of  which,  over  the  door>  are 
enriched  witii  the  most  &ntastic  sculp- 
tures, designed  with  the  utmost  bold- 
ness and  fancy.  Figures  of  apostles, 
saints,  angel^  bas-reli^,  fancifiil 
patterns  and  mouldings,  haye  been 
dashed  off  with  wonderful  freedom. 
Tht'oentral  pier,  supporting  the  door- 
way/ and  the  side  walls,  under  the 
tN}t«h,  aref  similarly  adorned.  In 
the  interior  are  some  very  early  Mo- 
saics. 

The  doitiers,  a  range  of  pointed 
arches,  resting  on  twin  pillars  with 
sii^ular  capitals,  are  supposed  to  have 
been  constructed  at  the  same  time. 

An  ancient  fountain  in  the  town 
merits  notice. 

A  hilly  stage  intervenes  between 
Moissac  and 

14  Malause,  a  prettily-situated 
town,  whose  ancient  castle  has  been 
destroyed  since  the  Revolution.  The 
flat  land  ceases  here,  and  the  country 
around  is  very  pleteing :  the  Garonne, 
which  the  road  now  approaches  more 
elosely,  is  a  charming  feature  in  the 
landscape. 

The  little  town  of  Valence  is  passed, 
and  a  few  miles  further  the  road  runs 
atoBg  a  sort  of  terrace  or  quay  by 
the  side  of  the  Garonne,  through 

12  La  Magist^. 

10  Croquelardit. 

About  half  way  between  Toulouse 
tnd  Bordeaux  lies 

10  Agen,  {Iwm:  H.  du  Petit 
St  Jean,  very  good,  capital  cuisine, 
filmed  for  its  Tenines  de  N^ac,  its 
pllt^s  aux  truflfes;  H.  de  France.) 

Agen,'chef  lieu  of  the  Dept.  Lot  et 
Garonne,  is  an  uninteresting  town  of 
12,500  inhabitants,  most  agreeably  ra- 
tuatied  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Garonne, 
between  it  and  the  gently  sloping 
height,  covered  with  vineyards  and 
eountry  houses,  called  C6te  de  TEr- 


mitage.  It  is  a  very  old  town,  chiefly 
of  narrow  streets.  The  Garonne  is  here 
crossed  by  a  bridge  of  stone,  and  also 
by  a  suspension  bridge,  between  which 
and  the  town  runs  a  beautiful  avenue 
of  trees,  forming  an  agreeable  pro* 
menade  called  LesGraviers.  The  old 
church  of  St.  Caprais,  is  a  fine  Ro- 
manesque building  with  numerous 
apses,  and  has  been  well  restored. 
There  are  a  few  scanty  remains  of  the 
cathedral  of  St.  Etienne,  destroyed 
at  the  Revolution,  and  its  site  ii 
now  become  a  beast-market. 

The  prefecture  was  originally  the 
episcopal  palace,  and  is  a  handsome 
edifice.  An  aqueduct  for  the  canal 
is  in  progress. 

The  town  was  known  to  the  Ro- 
mans under  the  name  Aginum.  The 
early  Christians  suffered  severe  per- 
secution^^here  from  the  Roman  praetor : 
and  St.  Vincent,  the  2d  bishop,  and 
many  followers,  underwent  martyr- 
dom, being  torn  to  pieces  on  the  spot 
now  occupied  by  the  Fontaine  St. 
Vincent.  Agen  suffered  much  from 
the  fortunes  of  war,  especially  in  the 
14th  century,  when,  by  sieges  and 
assaults,  it  passed  repeatedly  from  the 
hands  of  the  French  to  the  English, 
and  vice  versa.  During  the  wars  of 
the  League,  it  was  taken  by  the  Due 
de  Matignon,  with  the  aid  of  an  en- 
gineer, who  blew  in  one  of  the  gates 
with  a  petard,  1591.  Marguerite  'de 
Valois,  who  was  in  the  town  at  the 
time,  had  great  difficulty  in  securing 
a  horse,  with  a  pillion,  for  herself  to 
escape,  and  post-horses  for  a  portion 
of  her  maids  of  honour,  many  of 
whom  were  compelled  to  decamp  "  on 
foot  without  masks,  others  without 
riding-habits." 

fi  Those  who  have  time  should  walk 
to  tbtt  top  of  the  rocky  height  of 
L*En.titage,on  the  way  to  Villeneuve^ 
for  the  sake  of  the  view  over  the  beau- 
tiful valley  of  the  Garonne  and  the  dis^ 
tant  Pyrenees.  In  a  pretty  gorge  or 
recess  in  the  slope  of  the  hill  is  the 
curious  house  (^  the  erudite  Julius 
Scaliger,  whither  he  retired,  in  the 
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reign  of  Francis  I.,  after  migrating 
fit>m  his  native  city,  Verona.  He  died 
here  1 558,  and  here  his  no  less  learned 
son,  Joseph  Julius  Scaliger,  was  bom. 
Agen  is  also  the  birth-place  of  Ber- 
nard Palissy,  inventor  of  a  beautiful 
species  of  earthenware,  the  Wedge- 
wood  of  the  16th  century,  and  not 
less  scientific  for  his  age,  also  of 
Laceplde,  the  naturalist,  and  of  Bory 
de  St.  Vincent. 

A  great  number  of  plum  orchards 
clothe  the  neighbouring  slopes  and 
fields,  and  produce  the  celebrated 
prunes  i^Agen^  which  form  an  [article 
of  considerable  export. 

Steamers  navigate  the  Garonne  as 
far  up  as  Agen,  when  the  river  is  of 
proper  height :  the  descent  hence  to 
Bordeaux  requires  eight  hoivs.  The 
vessels  are  small  and  dirty ;  they  do 
not  take  carriages,  which  must  be 
fient  by  land  by  voiturier. 

MdBeposte  to  Auch  and  Pau;  to 
Limoges  and  Orleans ;  to  Bordeaux 
and  Toulouse.  The  traveller  bound 
to  the"  Pyrenees  may  tttm  off  here 
to  Pau,  by  Lectoure. 

10  Pont  St.  Hilaire. 

11  Port  St.  Marie.  Here  is  a  sus- 
pension bridge  over  the  Garontle. 

Near  the  village  of  St.  Come,  on  the 
Tt.  of  the  road,  the  remains  of  a  tower, 
called  Thur  de  St,  C/fme,  C6nstructed 
of  small  square  stones,  and  supposed 
to  be  of  Roman  (Migin,  are  worthy  of 
notice.  It  stands  at  a  short  ^^stance 
from  [ 

10  Aiguillon. 

A  town  of  nearly  2000  inlmb.  on 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Lot,  about  a  mile 
above  its  influx  into  the  Garoni;e.  Its 
principal  building  is  the  large  ckdteau 
on  an  eminence  left  unfinished  by  the 
last  Due  d*  Aiguillon,  noted  for  the 
part  he  took  in  the  Revolution.  But 
it^is  said  to  include  portions  of  older 
eonstruction.  The  duchy  was  created 
by  Henri  IV.  1599,  to  bestow  it  upon 
the  Due  de  Mayenne.  Theoldoastle 
so  stoutly  defbnded  by  the  English  in 
1846»  when  besieged  for  5  months  by 
Jean  Due  de  Normandie,  son  of  Phi- 


lippe de  Valois,  with  an  army  of  60^000 
men,  no  longer  exists.  Although  the 
prince  directed  against  it  twenty  as* 
saults  in  seven  days,  and  though  he 
had  sworn  not  to  move  until  it  was 
taken,  he  was  compelled  to  retire  from 
before  its  walls,  without  having  suc- 
ceeded, being  called  off  by  intelli- 
gence of  his  &ther*s  defeat  at  Crecy.  I 

The  Lot  is  crossed  here  by  a  bridge 
of  eight  arches. 

11  Tonneins.  Inn:  H.  d'Angle- 
terre.  A  cheerfiil»looking  town,  chiefly 
of  modem  buildings,  remarkable  for 
the  beauty  of  its  situation,  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  Garonne,  containing 
6500  inhabitants,  half  of  whom  are 
Protestants.  Tliere  are  extensive 
manufactures  of  rope  here,  and  a 
royal  manuftustory  of  tobacco,  largt 
quantities  of  which  are  cultivated 
around  Tonneins,  and  throughout  th^ 
departments  of  Lot  and  Lot  et  Ga- 
ronne, under  the  inspection  of  the 
excise. 

There  is  a  suspension  bridge  OTiT 
the  Garonne  here. 

18  Msrmaiide.  Inns:  H.de  France^ 
H.  de  la  Providence ;  Tdte  noire. 

A  town  of  veneraUe  aspect,  many 
of  its  houses  being  dmber-f^amed^ 
but  possessing  no  objects  of  interest 
to  the  traveller;  its-  population 
amounts  to  9,900.  The  bridge  oter 
the  Garonne  was  injured  by  an  inun- 
dation in  1835. 

Below  Marmande  the  navigation 
of  the  river  b  more  sure,  and  steamere 
ply  more  regularly  than  above.  One 
or  two  vessels  ran  daily  to  Bordeaui^ 
corresponding  with  the  diligences  to 
Toulouse. 

The  road  avoids  the  windings  made 
by  the  river  below  Marmande,  b^ng 
carried  in  nearly  a  straight  line  to 

11  La  Mothe  Landeron,  which 
lies  within  the  Department  of  the 
Gironde. 

L.  The  lofty  old  mined  tower  of 
Meilhau  remains  long  in  sight  cf 
those  who  travel  by  water,  owing  to  its 
position  at  the  extremity  of  an  acute 
angle  or  elbow  made  by  the  river.     ^ 
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A  fine  suspension  bridge  of  a  single 
cnrve,  55S  ft.  wide  in  the  opening, 
spans  the  river  at 

9  La  R4ole. 

A  town  of  4000  inhabitants,  re- 
taining the  ruins  of  an  ancient  castle, 
which  Froissart  says  was  built  by  the 
Saracens.  The  vast  Benedictine 
convent,  rebuilt  in  the  1 7th  century, 
and  suppressed  at  the  Revolution,  has 
been  converted  into  a  nunnery.  Tlie 
Gothic  church  attached  to  it  has 
been  allowed  to  go  to  decay. 

9  Candrot. 

The  ancient  town  of  St.  Macaire, 
Tetaining  its  feudal  walls  and  pos- 
sessing a  fine  Gothic  church,  is  passed 
shortly  before  reaching  the  suspen- 
sion bridge,  656  ft.  long,  which  car- 
ries the  road  over  the  Ganmne  into 

9  Langon.  Inn :  Hdtel  de  l'£m- 
pereur. 

A  town  of  S745  inhabitants,  partly 
surrounded  by  old  walls  on  the  I.  bank 
of  the  Garonne,  which,  though  Lan- 
gon lies  on  the  great  line  of  traffic 
between  Bordeaux  and  Toulouse, 
could  be  crossed  only  by  a  ferry  boat, 
down  to  1831. 

The  high  roads  from  Bayonne  and 
Pau  to  Bordeaux  (R.  76,  and  80.) 
unite  with  that  from  Toulouse  at 
Xiangon.  The  tide  runs  up  as  far  as 
Liangon. 

The  post  road  hence  to  Bordeaux 
is  described  in  R.  76. 

The  banks  of  the  river  are  now 
dothed  with  vineyards,  whose  pro- 
duce, chiefly  white  wines,  enjoys  some 
reputation  and  fetches  a  considerable 
price,  being  known  by  the  name  of 
Vius  de  Grave.  Sauteme  and  Barsac 
«Jre  both  grown  in  the  commune  of 

L.  Preignac,  not  far  from  Langon. 
Bertrand  de  Gout,  who  became  pope 
under  the  name  of  Clement  V.,  was 
bom  in  the  very  picturesque  catde  of 
Yillandraut,  about  8  m.  S.  of  Prei- 
gnac. 

L.  Barsac,,  whence  comes  the  white 
wine  named  after  it,  is  a  town  of  2896 
inhabitants. 

Re  Cadillac  was  the  seat  of  the 


Doc  d*Epenion,  governor  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Guienne  in  the  1 7th  cen- 
tury ;  the  first  duke,  who  was  the 
favourite  of  Henri  III.,  but  died  in 
the  prison  of  Loches,  built  the  Ch4xteau 
(1598),  which  is  now  converted  into 
a  female  JPenitentiary,  His  splendid 
monument,  attributed  to  Girardon, 
erected  by  his  s(hi  in  the  parish 
church,  was  destroyed  at  the  Revolu- 
tion, except  one  statue  now  in  the 
Louvre.  There  is  a  great  manufiic- 
ture  of  wine  casks  here. 

12  1.  Cerons,  an  old  castle. 

L.  Podensac,  15  m.  from  Bordeaux. 

Rt.  At  Langoiron,  at  the  foot  of 
the  slope,  are  ruins  of  a  cavde  built 
apparently  in  the  1 4th  century :  near 
this  TAmi  des  £nfans,  Berguin,  was 
born. 

L.  Portets  is  the  place  where  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Landes  embark  their 
rosin  and  timber,  the  produce  of  that 
sandy  district,  which  stretches  S.  from 
the  Garonne  near  this  to  the  Adour. 

111.  Castres. 

IS  1.  Bouscaut,  at  some  distance 
from  the  river.  Among  the  numerous 
villages  which  crowd  the  banks  of  the 
Garonne  none  appear  to  deserve  par- 
ticular mention.  On  approaching 
Bordeaux  the  wooded  and  vineclad 
(rt.)  heights  of  Floirac  form  a  plea»* 
ing  feature  in  the  view.  The  bridge, 
p.  22  6. 

111.  Bordeaux.  Inns :  Hotel  de 
France,  29.  Rue  Esprit  des  Lois; 
Hotel  de  Rouen,  1 1.  Fossd  de  I'lnten* 
dance;  Hotel  de  Paris,  frequented 
by  English ;  Hdtel  de  Richelieu ; 
Hotel  de  la  Paix  (Sansots),  beds^ 
2  fr. ;  sitting  room,  3  fr.  ;  F.  K.  ex- 
cellent pat^s  de  perdrix. 

Bordeaux,  the  second  sea-port  town 
of  France,  which  may  be  styled  its 
Liverpool,  containing  1 10,000  inhabit- 
ants, is  placed  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Garonne,  on  a  spot  where  its  volumi- 
nous stream,  deep  enough  for  vessels 
of  1200  tons  burthen,  makes  a  very 
regular  curve,  which  being  lined  with 
handsome  buildings  of  varied  archi- 
tecture, chiefly  Italian,  forms  a  noble 
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crescent  lined  with  quays  not  less 
than  3  m.  long,  sunnounted  by  several 
Gothic  towers  and  antique  spires,  in 
the  back  ground.  No  city  in  Europe, 
except  perhaps  St.  Petersburg,  can 
display  a  more  splendid  quay  than 
this.  The  river  abreast  of  the  town, 
2000  ft.  wide,  and  18  to  30  ft.  deep, 
is  filled  with  shipping  up  to  the 
magnificent  bridge,  the  handsomest 
in  France.  (See  p.  226.)  This 
noble  exterior,  equally  striking  to  the 
stranger  whether  he  approaches  by 
water  or  by  land  from  the  side  of 
Paris,  is  borne  out  by  the  aspect  of 
a  large  part  of  its  interior,  which 
has  a  courtly  rather  than  a  com- 
mercial air.  The  Rue  du  Chapeau 
Rouge  and  de  Tlntendance  run- 
ning E.  and  W.  through  the  heart  of 
the  town,  nearly  separate  the  old  town, 
of  narrow  and  insignificant  though 
very  populous  streets,  from  the  N.  or 
more  modern  quarter,  consisting  of 
wide  openings :  broad  streets,  exten- 
sive places,  and  avenues,  and  gardens 
running  into  one  another, which  render 
Bordeaux  a  sprawling  city,  difficult 
to  get  over  on  foot,  but  omnibuses 
and  neat  fiacres  are  fortunately  very 
abundant. 

The  Place  and  AUees  de  Tournay 
are  so  named  from  an  ancient  intend- 
ant  of  the  province,  who  in  1750  led 
the  way  in  improving  the  city. 

Some  of  the  finest  streets  and  rows 
of  houses,  and  the  open  Place  Louis 
PhUijfpe  terminating  at  the  river  side 
with  two  lofty  rostral  columns,  occupy 
the  site  of  a  citadel  called  Chateau 
Trompette  built  by  Vauban  for  Louis 
XIV.,  dismantled  under  Louis  XVI., 
and  removed  since  the  Restoration. 
The  construction  of  this  new  quarter 
has  united  with  the  town  of  Bordeaux 
the  vast  Quartier  des  Chartrons  (so 
called  from  a  convent  of  Chartreux) 
stretching  down  by  the  river  side, 
and  once  a  distinct  faubourg. 

One  of  the  most  conspicuous,  and 
at  the  same  time  handsomest  buildings, 
is  the  Theatre,  of  good  Grecian  archi- 
tecture faced  with  a  Corinthian  por- 


tico, of  ]  2  arches  and  isolated  on  all 
sides ;  it  is  situated  in  a  very  central 
part  of  the  town.  It  was  erected 
1 780,  under  the  direction  of  the  Due 
de  Richelieu  by  the  architect  Louis. 

The  Cathedral  of  St.  Andr6  is  dis- 
tinguished by  its  2  elegant  spires 
150  ft.  high,  at  its  S.  extremity,  said  to 
have  been  erected  by  the  English  (?), 
and  flanking  a  pointed  portal  enriched 
with  statues  and  bas-reliefs,  above 
which  is  a  fine  rose-window  sur- 
mounted by  a  gabel.  The  nave  partly 
in  the  round  Romanesque  style, 
partly,  towards  the  W.  end,  repaired 
in  a  bungling  manner  in  the  15th 
century,  f^er  the  destruction  of  a  part 
of  the  church  by  an  earthquake,  i» 
destitute  of  aisles,  and  remarkable  only 
for  its  breadth  — S6  ft,,  which  being 
out  of  all  proportion  with  its  height, 
deprives  it  of  the  chief  merit  and  cha- 
racteristic of  Gothic  architecture  — 
elevation.  The  choir  is  more  elevated, 
and  in  a  more  truly  Gothic  style,  with 
a  trifbrium  gallery  and  lofty  clerestory 
windows ;  it  is  probably  of  the  same 
age  as  the  spires,  and  is  also  said  to  be 
by  English  architects.  Our  Richard 
II.  was  christened,  and  the  marriage 
of  Louis  XIII.  with  the  Infimta  of 
Spain, 'Anne  of  Austria,  was  solem- 
nized in  this  church,  1615. 

Opposite  the  W.  end  of  the  cathe^ 
dral  is  the  Palais,  and  Hotel  deVille. 

Near  the  E.  end  of  the  cathedral, 
but  quite  detached  from  it,  is  the  7\)ur 
de  Peyherland,  a  noble  structure  200fi<^ 
high,  square  below,  and  supported  by 
buttresses,  but  gradually  diminishing 
from  its  base  until  it  terminates  in  a 
circular  top.  It  was  originally  sur. 
mounted  by  a  spire,  which  rose  to  a 
height  of  300  ft.  It  is  named  from 
Pierre  Berland,  who  rose  from  being 
the  son  of  a  poor  labourer  in  Medoe 
to  be  bishop  of  Bordeaux,  and  caused 
it  to  be  erected  in  1430.  During  the 
Reign  of  Terror  it  was  condemned  to^ 
destruction,  but  the  spire  alone  suf- 
fered, the  rest  resisting  all  attacks 
owing  to  its  solidity.  Its  handsome 
.  windows,  however,  were  stopped,  and 
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it  was  e<mverted  into  a  shot  tower, 
in  which  capacity  it  still  continues  to 
bear  the  words,  **  Fabrique  du  plomb 
de  chasse.*' 

L'Eglise  StcCroUf,  situated  quite  at 
the  S.  extremity  of  the  town,  near  the 
quay,  considerably  above  the  bridge, 
ifi  supposed  to  be  the  oldest  church 
here,  though  a  much  earlier  age  has 
been  assigned  to  it  by  some  than  it 
can  claim,  as  its  oldest  parts  cannot 
date  fiprther  back  than  the  10th  or 
11  th  century."  Its  W.  front,  quite  irre- 
gular and  without  uniformity  owing 
to  its  partial  d^truction  and  subse- 
quent repairs,  is  a  specimen  of  richly 
decoratjed  Romanesque  architecture^ 
and  from  its  age  and  quaint  ornaments 
deserves  some  noticed  Its  semicircular 
portal  and  two  lateral  closed  arcades  are 
surrounded  by  mouldings  elaborately 
carved,  some  with  singular  and  un* 
explained  naked  groups  of  figures, 
intermixed  with  cable  mouldings.  In 
ihe  tympanum  above  the  door  are 
three  rows  of  bas-relid&,  in  a  style 
ouxiously  resembling  the  Egyptiap. 
The  rest  of  the  &^ade  and  the  wall  of 
Uie  tower  rising  on  the  one  side,  is  oc- 
cupied by  arcades ;  groups  of  twisted 
or  grooved  pillars  Bank  the  portal, 
and  S  tiers  of  4  small  pillars,  placed 
side  by  side  one  above  the  other,  serve 
instead  oi  buttresses  to  the  tower. 

The  interior  is  of  later  date  and 
inferior  interest:  its  clustered  roof  rests 
on  elurasy  drum-like  piers,  partly 
plain,  partly  surrounded  by  shafts, 
some  of  them  surmounted  by  curious 
stiffly-carved  capitals.  It  contains  a 
handsome  canopied  tomb  of  an  abbot, 
in  decorated  Gothic.  In  a  chapel  on 
1^9 1.  a&  you  enter,  the  pannelled  walls 
of  which  are  decorated  with  tolerable 
paintings  from  the  life  of  the  Virgin 
by  an  old  Italian  artist,  Vasetti,  is  an 
oblong  baptismal  font,  bearing  on  3 
sides  well  executed  ba6-relie&  of  tho 
Iiast  Supper,  with  decorated  oma- 
ments. 

In  descending  the  quay  from  St. 
Croix,  you  pass,  a  little  above  ihe 
bridge,  near  th^  church  of  ^ 


St.  Muhad,  situated  nearly  on  aline 
with  the  bridge,  and  distinguished 
by  its  lofty  detached  tower,  loses  much 
of  its  effect  by  being  hemmed  in  with 
mean  houses.  Its  N.  front  is  a  su- 
perb Gothic  elevation  in  the  florid 
style  (15th  century.).  It  has  an 
elegant  rose  window  framed  within  a 
richly  decorated  arch,  whose  mould- 
ings are  curved  bapk  below  it.  Under 
it  is  the  florid />orcA.  Over  the  door  are 
placed  a  pairof  bas-relie&  representing 
the  Sacrifice  of  Isaac  and  the  Pas- 
chal Lamb,  dating  from  the  16th  oen* 
tury ;  they  are  separated  by  a  charm- 
ing group  of  wonderful  expression, 
representing  Judas's  kiss.  Within  the 
church,  at  the  back  of  this  portal,  over 
the  door,  is  another  group,  an  <*  Ecce 
Homo,"  of  the  same  period,  and  a  cen- 
tury earlier  than  the  bas-reliefs  on 
either  side  of  it,  which  represent  St 
Michael  destroying  the  Dragon,  and 
Adam  and  Eve.  The  nave  and  choir 
are  nearly  unifi^rm,  and  of  noble 
pointed  Gothic  ;  the  choir  (about  the 
13th  century)  has  a  triforium  and 
clerestory  running  behind  the  high 
altar,  so  that  the  E.  end  is  like  any 
compartment  at  the  side,  except  that 
the  space  below,  behind  the  ^tar,  is 
filled  with  a  shallow  apse. 

There  are  a  few  good  psdnted  win- 
dows, and  in  the  N.  side  of  the  nave  a 
chapel  frirnished  with  an  altar  in  th^ 
richest  and  most  overladen  renaissance 
style,  Within  its  niches  are  three 
graceful,  statues  —  the  Virgin  and 
Child,  St.  Catherine,  and  St.  Barbara, 

Near  the  W.  end  stands  the  elegant 
detached  hdfry,  178  feet. high,  which 
now  bears  the  telegraph,  but  was  origi- 
nally surmounted  by  a  steeple,  and  rose 
to  a  height  of  300  ft.  It  is  of  octagonal 
Ibrm,  supported  by  elegant  buttresses, 
and  was  built  between  1472  and 
1480.  In  the  vault  beneath  it  ar^ 
shown  from  40  to  50  human  bodies^ 
interred  in  the  vault  below  before  the 
Revolution,  and  preserved  by  its  dry 
and  antiseptic  qualities,  mitil  they 
are  now  like  leather,  or  salt  fish,  —  a 
disgusting  sight  ^ 


Pyilen.  B.  73. '^Bordeaux '^SLSeuHn* — FakasOalUen.  26S 


St  Seurin {St,  Severin) situated  be- 
yond the  Place  Dauphine  in  the  Allies 
d' Amour,  is  remarkable  for  a  finely 
carved  triple  S.  porch,  consisting  of 
a  trefoil-headed  door,  enriched  with 
statues  of  good  workmanship,  well- 
executed  draperies,  and  dating  from 
1267.  They  represent  the  1 2  apostles 
and  2  more  sacred  personages. 

The  W.  front  is  modem,  but  is  a 
tolerable  attempt  to  follow  the 
Bomanesque  style.  The  W.  porch 
consists  of  three  detached  low  vaults^ 
one  within  the  other,  supported  on 
pillars  with  curiously  carved  capitals. 

Within  this  church,  on  the  rt.  hand 
or  S.  wall,  is  a  curious  bas-relief 
within  a  pointed  arch  above  a  door- 
way, now  walled  up,  representing  a 
pope  saying  mass  (supposed  to  be 
Clement  V.,  archbishop  of  Bordeaux) 
assisted  by  a  cardinal.  On  the 
opposite  wall  is  another  bas-relief  of 
seven  figures  in  niches.  The  Gothic 
woodwork  of  the  choir  is  curious  but 
sadly  bedaubed  with  paint.  Under 
the  seats  are  numerous  grotesque 
groups.  The  high  altar  is  decorated 
with  fourteen  curioudy  carved  bas- 
reliefs  of  marble,  framed,  representing 
the  legend  of  St.  Severin,  bishop  of 
Bordeaux  in  the  5th  century.  On 
the  one  side  of  the  chancel  stands  the 
JSishop^t  Throne,  a  curiously  carved 
9eat,  under  a  canopy,  all  of  mBrble» 
richly  sculptured.  This  church  was 
the  cathedral  before  St.  Andr^ 
Under  the  choir  is  an  early  crypt 
with  3  aisles  and  semicircular  arches. 
At  the  W.  end  rises  a  tpwer  sur- 
rounded by  a  double  row  of  circular 
arcades.  ^ 

In  the  ChapdU  of  the  CoOtge,  a 
bold  Gothic  structure,  is  the  monu- 
I9€nt  of  Montaigne,  the  essayist,  a  native 
of  Montaigne  St  Michel  in  Perigord, 
who  iras  mayor  of  Bordeaux  in  1553. 
He  is  represented  in  full  armour  ac- 
cording to  the  custom  of  the  period, 
laid  on  his  back,  with  his  hands  joined 
in  prayer.  The  statue  is  a  well 
executed  work  of  the  16th  century. 
No.  17.  in  the  same  street  (Rue  de 


Montaigne)  is  his  modest  mansiba,  in 
which  he  lived  and  died  1592. 

These  are  the  most  remarkable  eccle* 
siastical  edifices  of  Bordeaux,  but  it 
retains  still  a  monument  of  the  Ro- 
man city  Burdigala,  in  the  fragment 
of  an  amphitheiU^r^  now  called  PalaU 
GaJUen,  not  quite  accurately,  because 
though  possibly  bulk  in  the  reign  of 
the  Emperor  Gallienus,it  was  not  a 
palace  but  a  circus,  capable  of  con* 
taining  1500  persons.  It  is  supposed 
to  have  been  built  by  Tetricus,  one 
oi  the  so-called  30  tyrants  who  as* 
sumed  the  purple  here.  It  was  con* 
demned  to  destruction  1792,  and  has 
been  since  gradually  pulled  down  to 
build  houses,  so  that  it  is  now  reduced 
to  mere  fragments,  interesting  to  the 
antiquary  alone,  of  an  oval  wall  fi^rmed 
of  small  stones  with  layers  of  tiles 
between  them,  interrupted  by  the 
broken  iarchways  which  lead  into  it. 
The  interior  is  occupied  by  bouses 
and  workshops,  and  two  streets  cross 
in  the  centre  of  it ;  so  that  you  vaas^ 
stand  in  the  midst  of  its  area  and 
scarciely  recognise  these  ancient  re- 
mains. 

Bordeaux  has  preserved  two  of  its 
feudal  town  gates :  one»  now  called 
Tour  de  VBorloge,  built  1246  by 
Henry  III.  of  England,  surmounteJL 
by  3  pointed  turrets^  finrmed  part  of 
the  oUi  Hotel  de  Ville.  The  other, 
Porte  de  Caillou,  at  the  end  of  the 
Rue  du  Palais,  was  built  1492  to  com* 
memorate  the  victory  of  Charles  VIIL 
at  Fomova.  The  old. Bourse  in  the 
Place  d'Aquilaine,  now  an  ofifice  c^ 
roulage^  but  buili  as  a  palace  fior 
Charles  IX.;  and  the  old  EvSche  in  a 
narrow  street  near  it,  are  picturesque 
examples  of  the  architecture  of  the 
XVI.  century. 

Bordeaux,  like  almost  every  other 
chef  lieu  de  D^partement  in  France, 
has  a  GaSery  of  Paintings.  They 
are  placed  in  ^e  numerous  saloons 
of  the  Hotel  de  ViUe;  but  ex- 
cept-for  their  number  they  are  in  no 
wise  remarkable,  and  the  less  said 
of  their  merits  the  more  true  tbe 
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description.  Those  who  take  plea- 
sure in  the  works  of  the  French 
school  will  find  wherewithal  to  gratify 
their  taste. 

The  Mus4e  situated  in  Rue  St. 
Dominique,  a  street  leading  out  of 
the  Chau8s4e  de  Toumy,  contains  a 
collection  of  antique  fragments,  in- 
scriptions, altars,  &c.,  chiefly  Roman, 
found  in  the  vicinity  of  Bordeaux, 
two  sarcophagi  with  bas-reliefs  of 
inferior  merit  and  late  date,  also 
fragments  of  the  marble  bas-reliefs, 
representing  the  battle  of  Fontenoy, 
and  the  capture  of  Port  Mahon  by 
the  Due  de  Richelieu,  which  orna- 
mented the  pedestal  of  the  statue  of 
Louis  XV.  in  the  Place  Royale,  des- 
troyed at  the  Revolution.  In  the 
Muaie  cTHiitoire  NatureUe  are  tole- 
rable collections  of  shells,  of  the  fossils 
of  the  neighbourhood  of  Bordeaux, 
marked  by  blue  tickets,  and  of  the 
marbles  of  the  Pjrrenees.  A  specimen 
of  a  sea-eagle  was  shot  at  La  Teste, 
lliese  museums  are  open  daily  to 
strangers. 

In  the  same  locality,  Rue  St  Do- 
minique, is  the  Ubrary  of  more  than 
100,000  volumes,  partly  the  bequest 
of  a  member  of  the  old  parliament  of 
Bordeaux,  partly  the  remains  of  con- 
Tentual  libraries  forfeited  at  the  Re- 
volution. A  copy  of  Montaigne's 
Essays  with  marginal  notes  in  his  own 
hand,  and  the  first  French  translation 
of  Livy  illuminated,  are  among  its  cu- 
riosities. 

The  Bourset  the  centre  of  the  com- 
merce and  trade  of  the  city,  is  situated 
on  the  quay  at  tlie  extremity  of  the 
Rue  Chapeau  Rouge,  between  it  and 
the  Place  Royale.  The  merchants 
meet  here  daily,  under  a  glass  dome 
which  covers  the  inner  court  of  the 
building,  98  ft.  long  by  65  broad. 

The  commercial  importance  of 
Bordeaux  is  due  to  its  situation  on  a 
fine  navigable  river  where  the  rise  and 
all  of  tides  amounts  to  twenty  feet,  in 
which  vessels  of  more  than  1000  tons 
may  ride  at  anchor,  at  a  distance  of 
about  70  m.  from  the  sea.    It  is  con- 


nected  by  the  same  river,  through  the 
Canal  du  Midi,  with  the  Mediterra* 
nean.  The  commerce  of  Bordeaux 
is  carried  on  chiefly  with  South  Ame-* 
rica  and  Mexico,  the  United  States, 
French  Colonies,  and  Great  Britain. 
Its  principal  articles  of  trade  and  ex- 
ports consists  in  wines  known  in 
France  as  vins  de  Bordeaux,  and  in 
England  as  elarett  a  name  of  doubtful 
origin.  From  50,000  to  60,000  tuns 
of  wine  are  exported  annually.  Nearly 
half  of  the  best  quality  and  highest  price 
is  sent  to  Great  Britain  ;  very  little  is 
consumed  in  France.  The  Quartief 
des  Chartrons  is  the  focus  of  this 
trade ;  here  the  principal  wine-mer-< 
chants  have  their  counting-houses  and 
cellars. 

The  Cellars  of  MM.  Barton  and 
Guestier,  leading  bankers  and  wine- 
merchants  here,  are  among  **  the 
lions  *'  of  Bordeaux.  They  are  two 
stories  in  heigh  t,  and  commonly  contain 
from  8000  to  9000  casks  (barriques) 
of  wine,  never  less  than  4000  or  5000. 
The  duty  paid  by  this  house  in  one 
year  alone  to  the  British  government 
has  amounted  to  800,000  francs. 

For  an  account  of  the  wines  of 
Bordeaux,  see  p.  267. 

Among  the  ddiccunes  furnished  by 
the  Bordeaux  markets  to  the  table 
are  royans,  a  species  of  sardines 
(pilchards),  caught  in  autumn ;  Ceps, 
a  sort  of  mushroom  cooked  in  oil ; 
muriers,  small  birds  something  like 
beccaficas;  Ortolanif  caught  in  Au* 
gust  near  Agen  and  the  Pyrenees. 

The  Cafe  de  Paris  is  a  tolerable 
Restaurant 

Consuls  reside  here  from  the  chief 
powers  of  Europe  and  America ;  Great 
Britain  is  most  respectably  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  Scott,  No.  7.  Place  du 
Champ  de  Mars. 

The  EngUsh  church  service  is  per- 
formed on  Sundays  at  the  English 
Protestant  ch.,  on  the  Pave  des  Char- 
trons, recently  built 

The  Posts  aux  Lettres  is  at  No.  5, 
Rue  Porte  Dijeaux  :  a  letter  reaches 
London  in  four  days  from  this. 
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Pvhlic  baths  on  a  very  extensive 
scale  in  two  fine  buildings  on  either 
side  of  the  Place  Louis  Philippe. 

Newspapers  of  all  countries,  Eng- 
lish, French,  German,  Spanish,  &c., 
may  be  found  in  great  abundance  at 
the  Cercle,  7.  Place  de  la  Comedie,  op« 
posite  the  theatre* 

Paul  Chaumas  Gayet,  the  book- 
seller, 34.  Rue  fos66  du  Chapeau 
Rouge,  keeps  a  number  of  topogra- 
phical  works,  maps,  &c.,  besides  the 
newest  French  publications. 

Besides  the  Grand  Theatre,  men- 
tioned already(p.  261 .  ),open  commonly 
three  times  a  week,  there  is  a  smaller 
Theatre  Frangaia  or  de*  VarieUe,  near 
the  extremity  of  the  Ruedel'lntend- 
ance  adjoining  the  Place  Dauphine. 

Omnibuses  run  along  the  quay  from 
one  end  to  the  other,  and  in  a  direction 
across  the  town,  from  the  river  to  its 
outskirts. 

Fiacres  stand  ior  hire  in  the  prin- 
cipal j)/ac«f.'  they  are  better  but  rather 
more  expensive  than  those  of  Paris, 
charging  2  fr.  for  the  course,  or,  by 
time,  2  fr.  for  the  first  hour,  and  1  fr. 
80  c.  for  every  hour  after. 
■  Conveyances. — Maileposies  daily  to 
Paris  by  Tours  in  38  hours;  to 
Bayonne  in  1 8  hours  ;  to  Nantes  in  25 
hours ;  to  Toulouse  in  1 6  hours. 

Diligences  daily  to  Paris  (three  or 
four)  in  60  hours ;  to  Toulouse  several; 
to  Bayonne  in  25  hours ;  to  Pau, 
Bagneres,  Cauterets,  and  the  Pyi'e- 
n«an  baths,  to  Libourne  and  Peri- 
gueux;  to  Nantes  by  Niort,  Rocbefort, 
and  Rochelle.  You  may  post  from 
Bordeaux  to  Paris  in  51  hours,  ex- 
clusive of  stoppages. 

Steamers  to  Nantes,  3  times  a  month ; 
to  Havre,  3  times  a  month  in  60  hours, 
fare  80  fr. 

To  Southampton,  once  a  fortnight. 

Steamers  on  the  Garonne.  —  Down 
the  river  to  Blaye  and  Pauillac  daily, 
starting  from  the  quay  abreast  of  the 
rostral  columns ;  to  Royan,  21  m. 
from  Rochefort,  in  correspondence 
with  coaches  thither(see  R.  62.),  twice 
a  week  in  7  hours. 

France. 


Up  the  river,  daily  to  Langon  and 
Marmande  ( R.  73.)  on  the  way  to 
Pau  or  Toulouse ;  starting  from  the 
quay  just  above  the  bridge. 

Environs  of  Bordeaux. 

A  railroad  has  been  formed  from 
Bordeaux  to  La  Teste,  an  inconsi- 
derable place  31  m.  distant,  a  journey 
of  about  2  hours,  near  the  sea,  on  the 
borders  of  a  great  salt  lake  in  the  flat 
district  of  the  Landes^  whose  sole 
productions  are  salt  and  pitch  from 
the  large  iir  forests. 

This  railroad  has  been  most  unac- 
countably made  through  a  line  of  coun- 
try where  no  previous  traffic  existed^ 
to  a  spot  possessing  no  commercial  or 
manufacturing  importance,  in  the  vain 
hopes  of  generating  these  advantages 
in  the  midst  of  a  desert.  The  spccu« 
lators  should  have  known  that  a  rail- 
way is  rather  the  consequence  than 
the  cause  of  traffic  and  commerce. 

An  excursion  to  La  Teste  (^Inn^ 
Tete  Noir),  will  give  the  traveller 
some  notion  of  the  nature  of  the  sandy 
district  called  Les  Landes,  and  pro- 
bably afford  him  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  some  of  its  inhabitants  mounted 
on  stilts. 

The  banks  of  the  Garonne,  below 
Bordeaux  and  the  veine  district  of 
M6doe,  which  produces  the  claret,  are 
described  in  R.  74. 

The  Garonne  above  Bordeaux,  in 
R.  74,  p.  267. 

The  excursions  to  the  Chateau  de 
la  Brede,  the  birth-place  of  Montes- 
quieu, 2  hours'  drive  (R.  76.),  or  to 
Blanquefort,  the  caistle  of  the  Black 
Prince,  p.  267. 

The  wire  suspension  bridge  of 
Cubsac,  on  the  way  to  Angouleme 
and  Tours,  is  about  8  m.  distant,  see 
p.  225»  and  is  worth  a  visit. 


Passages  in  the  History  of  Bordeaux. 

The  earliest  mention  of  Bordeaux  is 
in  the  geography  of  Strabo,  who  calls  it 
BovpdiyaXa,  under  which  it  was  known 
to  the  Romans,  and  described  in  som 
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''  iDpia  JundDdum  cDndemno  >llnill>  qusd 

NoB  biUr  prlmM  mnnormi.    •   •    • 

>f1U«    ubi,   ft  rlfu*  larK*    LndulgrMitlA 
Ver  laQ|iiia,  brumeque  brvvei,  jugm  fron- 


the  giege  of  Bordnui, 


the  I 


«l. 


Hidrlan  crested  it  the  capital  of 
gd  AquHania. 

Bordeaui  belonged  for  ne 
yean  to  the  kings  of  Engli 

obtained  it  along  with  the  i ,   __ 

Aquilaine  by  the  marriage  of  Eleanor 
d  Guienne,  sole  beirew  of  the  last 
MtiTG  duke,  with  Henry  II.,  in  1  ISa, 
and  her  inheritance  became  the  truittiil 
oaiue  of  strife  between  England  and 

The  Black  FHnee,  baring  been  in- 
vested b;  his  &ther  with  the  go<em- 
nient  of  Gulenne,  leuded  many  years 
at  Boideaui.  Hence  be  set  forth  on 
that  idTenturous  foray  into  the  cen- 
be  of  France  which  led  to  tbe  battle 
of  Poitiers  (p.  S21.).  Here  he  held 
a  brilliant  court,  to  which  Don  Pedro 
the  Cruel  repaired,  when  driveo  out 
of  Spun,  wi^  his  two  fiur  daughters, 
who  were  here  married  to  tbe  Eng- 
lish Friacea  John  of  Gaunt,  and  the 
Earl  of  Cambridge. 

Here  the  BlackFriuce's  son,  Richard 
II.,  was  bom,  and  sumamed  from  his 
birthplace  Richard  of  Bordeaux. 

lie  Bordelais  retained  their  aff 
tion  for  the  English  long  after  i 
downbll  of  our  sway  in  tbe  rest 
Prance,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  V 
rerolting&om  thenile  of  Charles  V 
to  receive  within  tbeir  walls  the  Yslii 
Talbot  (1453),  but  his  speedy  de! 
and  death  farced  them  again  to  si 
mit  to  the  French  monarch. 

Bordeaux  was  the  teat  of  one  of 
tbe  provincial  Parliaments  of  France, 
a  hlKh  court  of  timtice  emnnDsed  of 


XIV.,  and  hi.  molber  «1£ 
head,  while  the  city  held  foi  the  Pnn. 
cess  de  Cond#,  the  Dukes  of  li  ■RaUt- 
fiwrauld  and  Bouillon,  at  the  hMd  li 
their  vanals  asusted  by  the  (own- 
peonle  and  backed  b;  the  puUunoft 
of  henucwifeotth* 

gn  ng    Bciped   the 

du  Unil,  who  sheady 


ler  and  her  son  to 
mA  the  country 
I  after  s  wries  it 
ipes  tbrew  beni^ 

the  interest  of  dm 
f.  Her  beauty, 
lorn  pontion  en- 

tbe  ei 


iwns-people, 
and  upon  her  persuasion  they  agned 
to  admit  ber  allies  and  renst  the  three 
of    Maiarin.       She     captivated     all 
hearts,  and  became,  as  it  were,  queen 
of  Bordeani,  then  the  9d  city  of  the 
empire,  and  Cond^,  while  shut  up  itv 
Vincennes  and  employed  in  watering 
his  pot  of  violets,  learned  with  sur- 
prise   that    his  feeble  priticess   was 
ac^ng  the  part  of  a  general,  eonduet- 
ing  the  defence  of  a  town,  and    ex- 
posirig    her  li&  on  tbe  walls.       "nie 
defence  was  conducted  with  such  ob- 
stinacy, that   Bt  the  end   of  several 
weeks    Maiarin    having    made    little 
0  offer  Mr  termo 
Bcitliensof  Bor- 
id  to  be  relcMed 
just   at   tbe     ap' 
E,  for  their  w«r- 
begun  to  eool  a* 
g  Siut  out  6ova 

A  great  impulse  was  given  to  tli0 

French  Revolution  by  tiie  inhslutaiiW 

of  Bordeaux.     At  tbe  beginning  of 

the  leim  nf  Louis  XVI.  the  portio- 

II,  baring  reAucd  <o 
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acknowledge  the  edict  of  the  king» 
was  banished  to  Libourne,  and  in  con- 
sequence contributed  largely  to  the 
clamour  for  the  assembling  together 
of  the  States-general.     Many  of  the 
persons  of  greatest  eloquence    and 
talent  sent  as  members  to  the  legis- 
lative assembly,  including  Vergniaud, 
Guadet,  Gensonn^,  Ducos,  &c.  were 
returned  by  the  department  of  the 
Gironde,  whence  the  party  which  they 
composed  was  called  the  Gircndins, 
But  having   themselves  brought  on 
all  the  evils  of  the  Revolution,  they 
were  swallowed  up  by  the  monster 
they  had  created,  and  guillotined  for 
the  most  part  by  the  stronger  party 
of  the   Montague,  which   succeeded 
them  in  the  convention.     Bordeaux 
had  a  Reign  of  Terror  of  its  own ;  the 
guillotine  was  erected  in  the  square 
near  the  centre  of  the  town,  called 
Place  Daupliine  (in  honour  of  the 
Dauphin,  afterwards  Louis  XIII.), 
but  then  named   Place   de  Justice, 
and  some  of  her  best  citizens  were 
sacrificed.     No  less  than  500  persons 
suffered    death    here,   whom    either 
envy  of  their  merits,  or  cupidity  for 
their  wealth,  caused  to  be  condemned 
under  the  false  charge  of  conspiracy 
against  the  sovereignty  of  the  people. 

The  names  of  some  of  the  streets 
afford  a  curious  commentary  on  the 
history  of  the  town,  and  a  proof  among 
many  of  the  mutability  of  the  French 
nation.  The  Place  Louis  Philippe 
was  Place  Louis  XVI.  down  to  1830, 
and  a  statue  of  that  king  had  been 
prepared,  and  its  pedestal  actually 
erected  when  the  July  Revolution 
broke  out.  The  Cour$  de  JDouze 
Mars  was  the  name  given  to  the  row 
of  houses  now  called  Trenie  JuiUet, 
because  on  the  former  day,  in  1814, 
the  Due  d'Angouleme  made  his 
triumphant  entry  into  Bordeaux,  at 
the  invitation  of  the  mayor  Lynch 
(whose  name  has  also  been  erased 
from  a  street  which  bore  it),  and 
amidst  the  acclamations  of  a  part  of 
the  inhabitants. 

On  the  8th  March  in  that  year  2 


divisions  of  the  British  army  under 
Marshal  Beresford  marched  upon 
Bordeaux;  where  the  presence  o£ 
the  dauntless  Duchesse  d' Angouleme, 
who  had  thrown  herself  into  the  town 
to  revive  the  dormant  spirit  of  loyalty 
towards  her  family,  and  the  intriguea 
of  the  Due  d'Angouleme,  contrary  to 
the  advice  and  wishes  of  the  Duke 
of  Wellington,  caused  the  premature 
proclamation  of  the  Bourbons  by  the 
royalist  mayor.  The  Duke  had  ex- 
pressly declared  that  *^  he  could  not 
interfere  to  produce  any  declaration 
in  favour  of  the  Bourbons,  nor  to 
support  their  measures  by  military 
force." 


ROUTE  74. 

ths  oaromme  amd  g1r0mi>b  froic 
borseaux  to  la  tour  db  cor- 
nouan;  the  wine  district  .of 
mb'doc. 

J  00  kilom.  B  62  Eng.  m. 

Steamers  daily  to  Blaye  and  PjAuil- 
lac  —  2  or  S  times  a  week  to  Royan. 

Diligences  daily  along  the  SW.  side 
of  the  river  to  Chateau  Margaux,  and 
Lesparre,  through  the  midst  of  M^doc, 
and  along  the  rt.  bank  to  Blaye.  The 
road  on  the  W*  side  of  the  Garonne 
passes  Bouseat  Bruges,  so  named  by 
Flemish  settlers  established  here  by 
Henri  IV.  to  drain  the  marshes,  and 
Blanqvefort,  whose  eastle,  a  favourite 
residence  of  the  Black  Prince,  still 
preserves  part  of  its  outer  circuit  walls, 
and  fosse,  and  some  of  its  apartments 
entire.  The  leopards  of  England  are 
only  half  effaced  from  the  walls.  It 
is  a  picturesque  object.  Thence  it 
runs  to  Margaux. 

Bordeava  Wines* 

The  long  tongue  of  land  stretching 
N.  from  Bordeaux,  between  the  sea. 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Garonne 
and  Gironde  on  the  other,  is  called 
MSdoc  (quasi  medio  aquae),  because 
nearly  surrounded  by  water.  It  is 
the  N.  termination  of  the  extensive 
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district  of  sand-biils  and  sand  plains, 
called  Les  Landes,  extending  from 
Bayonne  north,  which  changes  to  a 
bank  of  gravel  on  approaching  the  1. 
bank  of  tlie   Garonne,  and  forms  a 
narrow  strip  of  land  no  where  more 
than  I  or2  m.  broad,  raised  from  50 
to  80  ft.    above  the  river,  which  is 
planted  with  vines,  and  contains  some 
of  the  most  precious  vineyards  in  the 
world.     The  transition  is  abrupt  from 
this  gravel  bank  near  the  river  to  the 
mere  Landes  or  sandy  waste  running  to 
the  W.  and  S.  of  it,  producing  nothing 
but  firs,  furze,  and  heath.     The  soil 
of  M^oc  is  a  light  gravel,  and  in- 
deed on  the  spots  where  some  of  the 
best   wine    is   produced,    it   appears 
a  mere  heap  of  white  quartz  pebbles 
rolled,  and  about  the  size  of  an  egg, 
mixed  with  sand.     The  best  wine  is 
not  produced  where  the  vine  bush  is 
most  luxuriant,   but  on  the  thinner 
soils,  where  it  is  actually  stunted,  and 
in  ground  fit  for  nothing  else,  where 
even  weeds  disdain   often  to  grow. 
Yet  this  stony  soil  is  congenial  to  the 
'vine,  retaining  the  sun's  heat   about 
its  roots  after  sunset,  so  that,  in  the 
language  of  the  country,    it  works 
(travaille)  in  maturing  its  precious 
juices  as  much  by  night  as  by  day. 
The  accumulation  of  sand  and  pebbles, 
-of  which  this  soil  is  composed,  is  ap- 
:parently  the  spoils  of  the  Fyrenean 
.rocks,  brought  down  by  the  torrents 
tributary  to  the  Garonne  and  other 
great  rivers,  and  deposited  in  former 
ages  on  the  borders  of  the  sea.   At  the 
depth  of  2  or  3  feet  from  the  surface, 
occurs  a  bed  of  indurated  conglome- 
rate, called  alios,  which  requires  to  be 
broken  up  before  the  vine  will  grow,  as 
it  would  stop  the  progress  of  the  plant, 
being  impenetrable  to  its  roots.     The 
vine    is    trained    exclusively  in   the 
fashion  of  espaliers,  fastened  to  hori- 
zontal [laths,  attached  to  upright  posts 
at  a  height  not  exceeding   1^  or  2 
feet  from  the  ground,  running  in  an 
uninterrupted  line  from  one  end  of 
the  vineyard  to  the  other.     Manure 
is  scarcely  used  in  the  culture,  only 


a  little  fresh  mould  is  laid  over  the 
roots  from  time  to  time;  but  the 
plough  is  driven  between  the  vines 
four  times  every  season,  alternately 
laying  open  and  covering  its  roots: 
this  is  performed  by  oxen,  who,  with 
steady  and  unvarying  pace,  thread  the 
ranks  without  treading  on  the  plants. 
Manure  is  supposed  to  depreciate  the 
quality  of  the  wine,  and  moisture  or 
standing  water  is  most  injurious  to 
the  plant.  The  vine  b^ins  to  pro* 
duce  at  5  years  of  age,  and  continues 
productive  sometimes  when  200  years 
old,  provided  its  roots  have  found  a 
congenial  soil  to  insinuate  (pivoter) 
their  fibres,  which  they  sometimes  do  to 
a  distance  of  40  or  50  feet,  when  the 
soil  is  dry  and  deep  enough  to  pro- 
tect them  from  the  sun.  The  wines 
are  classed  into  growths  {crus},  ac- 
cording to  their  excellence,  and  only 
a  very  small  part  of  the  strip  of  land 
before  mentioned  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing the  **  premiers  crus;"  indeed 
so  capricious  is  the  vine,  that  within 
a  few  yards  of  the  finest  vineyards,  it 
degenerates  at  once.  The  following 
list  will  show  the  classification  of 
Bordeaux  wines,  or  clarets  as  we  call 
them  in  England  (though  whence 
the  name,  or  what  its  meaning,  are 
unknown  in  M^doc),  together  with 
the  average  quantity  of  each  produced 
in  one  season.  The  tun,  or  tonneaUf 
contains  4  hogsheads,  called  barriques* 


First  Growths. 

Tuns. 

Chateau  Margaux 

140—160 

Chateau  Lafitte 

120 

Chateau  Latour 

120 

Haut  Brion     - 

60—80. 

The  last  is  properly  a  vin  de  Grave, 
grown  on  the  Garonne  above  Bor- 
deaux, yet  is  classed  with  M^oc 
wines ;  it  is  less  in  repute  now  than 
formerly. 

Second  Growths.  Tuns. 

Mouton  (Lafitte)         -  120 — 146 
L^oville,  the  best  of  the 

wines  of  St.  Julien  -  145—186 
Rauzan  (Margaux)       -         75— <  95 
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La  Rose  Gruau,  Pichon  Lon- 
gueville,  Durfort,  Degorse,  Las< 
combe,  Cos-Destoumelle,  in  all  about 
800  tuns. 

It  is  needless  to  enumerate  those  of 
Sd,  4th,  and  5th  rate  gr<ywtl»s,  many  of 
'v^hich  are  produced  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  first  -  rate  vineyards,  at  the 
villages  or  in  the  communes  of 
Margaux,  Lafitte,  Latour,  without 
partaking  in  their  excellences.  The 
goodness  of  a  season  will  sometimes 
give  an  excellence  to  second  class 
wines,  while  in  bad  years  those  of  first 
class  sink  to  mediocrity,  and  are  not 
/it  for  exporting  to  England  (such  is 
the  importance  of  maintaining  the 
character  of  these  wines  there),  but 
go  to  Holland,  or  are  retained  in 
France.  Tliis  is  so  well  understood, 
that  some  years  ago  the  proprietor  of 
the  vineyard  of  La  Rose  used  to  hoist 
on  a  fiagstaff  above  his  house,  the 
English  flag  in  good  years,  the  Dutch 
in  middling,  and  the  French  in  bad 
years.  England  consumes  more  than 
one  half  of  the  premiers  crus,  and 
very  little  of  inferior  sorts ;  Russia 
takes  a  good  deal,  Paris  little  of  the 
best;  Holland  is  the  great  mart 
for  wines  of  second  quality,  and  the 
third  rate  sorts  or  vins  ordinaires 
are  chiefly  used  in  France.  An  er- 
roneous notion  prevails  in  England 
that  clarets  are  prepared  for  the  Eng- 
lish market,  by  a  certain  mixture  to 
brandy.  This  is  not  the  case  ;  brandy 
would  destroy  the  wine.  A  mixture 
does  take  place  to  adapt  the  wines  to 
the  English  palate ;  but  they  are  doc- 
tored with  strong  -  bodied  (cors^) 
Rhone  wines,  and  chiefly  with  Her- 
mitage, the  principal  consumption  of 
which  is  for  this  purpose.  The  prac- 
tice of  mixing  is  very  general.  The 
characteristic  of  the  good  wines  of 
Bordeaux  is  their  aroma  or  bouquet; 
spirit  they  have  none,  and  will  distil 
away  into  nothing,  yet  the  aroma  will 
be  retained  and  penetrate  even  through 
the  Rhone  wine,  when  it  is  judici- 
ously addcJ.  The  average  price  of  a 
hogshead  (barrique)  of  genuine  wine 


of  first  growth,  in  the  cellar  of  the 
first  houses  at  Bordeaux,  is  50/. » 
which  with  carriage,  duty,  bottling, 
&c.  amounts  to  80/.,  rather  more  than 
70s.  a  dozen.  A  first  growth  wine 
of  a  fine  vintage  is  scarcely  to  be  had 
at  a  less  price ;  indeed  the  whole  pro- 
duce of  Chateau  Margaux  has  been 
sold  on  the  spot  for  1000  francs  the 
hogshead,  in  the  'case  of  a  very  first-* 
rate  vintage.  Very  great  skill  is 
shown,  and  much  experience  required 
in  the  making  of  the  wine,  in  the 
compounding  of  various  growths  and 
qualities,  and  in  the  preservation  of 
it :  a  promising  vintage  often  disap- 
points expectations,  while  a  bad  one 
sometimes  turns  out  excellent;  in« 
deed  all  that  can  be  said  of  the  pre« 
miers  crus  is,  that  they  arc  the  wines 
which  most  often  succeed.  The  total 
produce  of  M^doc>  in  average  years,  i$ 
from  150,000  to  1 70,000  hogsheads^ 
of  which  about  6,000  go  to  England* 

Travellers  desiring  to  visit  the  prin* 
cipal  vineyards  of  Medoc  may  take 
the  steamer  to  Pauillac  (which  may 
be  reached  in  4  hours,  or  6  against 
tide),  which  is  not  far  from  Lafitte 
and  Latour,  or  the  coaches  which  run 
daily  will  convey  them  to  Margaux* 
The  high  road  thither,  and  thence  10 
Pauillac,  traverses  the  centre  of  the 
narrow  strip  of  land  forming  the  wine 
district.  For  some  distance  out  of 
Bordeaux  it  passes  a  series  of  country 
houses. 

The  Garonne  below  Bordeaux  is 
a  fine  broad  tidal  river,  but  very  much 
charged  with  mud,  having  few  fea* 
tures  of  interest,  its  banks  being 
chiefly  low,  while  an  intervening 
fringe  of  marsh  and  meadow  land^ 
grown  over  with  willows,  separates  the 
river  from  the  vineyards,  little  of 
which  can  be  seen  from  the  deck  of 
the  steamer. 

Notliing  can  be  finer  than  the  view 
of  the  long  crescent  quay  of  Bor* 
deaux,  and  the  broad  river  crowded 
with  shipping,  many  of  them  3  masted 
vessels,  as  the  steamer  casts  off  from 
the  quay,  opposite  the  rostral  co« 
N  3 
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lumns,  and  skirts  the  long  Faubourg 
des  Chartrons. 

Rt.  Lormont  is  a  picturesque  emi- 
nence, covered  with  wood  and  vine- 
yards, interspersed  with  some  neat 
country  houses  on  its  top,  and  be- 
low its  steep  side.  In  a  recess  un« 
der  the  hill  stands  the  village,  with  a 
domed  church,  surmounted  by  a 
ch&teau. 

Rt.  belowMontferrand,a  small  viU 
lage  hid  by  poplars,  is  a  large  ChA' 
teatc,  the  residence  of  M.  Peyronnet, 
one  of  the  ministers  of  Charles  X. 
who  signed  the  ordonnances. 
-  Rt.  The  tongue  of  land  between 
tiie  Garonne  and  Dordogne,  called 
£ntre  Deux  Mers,  which  produces  a 
▼ast  quantity  of  wines  of  inferior  qua^ 
lity,  now  draws  to  a  termination  at 
the  low  point  called  Bee  d'Amb^s. 
The  union  of  the  two  rivers  forms 
the  broad  estuary  of  the  Gironde, 
whence  the  department  is  named.  The 
monsters  of  the  revolutionary  Moun- 
tain, after  overwhelming  in  1 793  their 
antagonists,  the  Girondins  (so  called 
because  the  leaders  came  from  this 
|Nut  of  the  country),  swamped  even 
the  name  of  the  department,  which 
for  several  months  bore  that  of  "  Am- 
b^s."  A  long  line  of  low  hills,  faced 
towards  the  water  with  cliffs,  lines  the 
1.  bank  of  the  Gironde  and  Dordogne. 
liOoking  up  the  Dordogne,  you  per- 
Ceive  on  an  eminence  Bourg,  a  small 
town  of  3855  inhabitants,  where  Louis 
XIV.  when  a  child  resided  with  his 
mother,  Anne  of  Austria,  for  nearly  a 
year  (1649-50)  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  siege  of  Bordeaux  (see  p. 
S66),  Mazarin,  in  order  to  super- 
intend  the  operations  and  watch  the 
leaders  of  the  Fronde  within  the  city, 
had  repaired  in  person  to  the  S.,  drag- 
ging witli  him  the  King,  the  Regent, 
and  the  Court.  The  ladies  in  wailing 
complained  bitterly  of  the  want  of  a 
tiieatre  to  enliven  the  ennui  of  their 
iresidence,  and  the  cardinal  got  angry 
with  the  mayor  because  the  whole  place 
could  not  furnish  a  sedan-chair  to  carry 
him  through  the  steep  and  dirty  streets. 


The  extensive  vineyards  around  Bourg 
produced  the  wines  (claret)  esteemed 
the  best  in  the  district  200  years  ago, 
before  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  in 
M6doc  had  commenced,  which  does 
not  date  farther  back  than  250  years. 

Rt  The  steamer  stops  to  set  down 
or  take  up  passengers  at  the  Fain  du 
Sucre,  a  landing-place  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Dordogne,  close  under  the  Bee 
d'Amb^  and  about  I^  m.  below 
Bourg.  Two  large  islands  are  here 
formed  in  the  middle  of  the  Gironde. 

L.  Nearly  abreast  of  the  Pain  de 
Sucre,  a  glimpse  may  be  obtained  of 
the  mansion  of  Chdteau  Margaux,  situ* 
ated  some  distance  inland:  it  is  an 
Italian  villa,  the  handsomest  in 
M^oc,  and  belongs  to  the  heirs  of 
the  Spanish  banker,  the  Marquis 
d'Aguado,  though  rarely  inhabited, 
owing  to  the  malaria  which  prevails 
around  it.  It  stands  in  the  midst  of 
the  vineyards  producing  the  celebrated 
wine  of  Chateau  Margaux,  the  most 
esteemed  growth  of  M^doc.  The 
grape  which  yields  it  is  small  and  poor 
to  the  taste,  with  a  flavour  slightly 
resembling  that  of  black  currants. 
The  Ch&teau  is  about  ^  m.  from  the 
village  of  Margaux,  which  abounds 
in  neat  wliitewashed  villas,  seated  in 
little  gardens,  amidst  acacia  hedges 
and  tretlised  vines.  It  is  about  20  m. 
distant  from  Bordeaux. 

Rt.  The  yellow  cliffs  along  the  river 
side  are  pierced  to  form  cellars,  in 
which  is  deposited  the  wine  grown 
above  them;  and  for  a  considerable 
extent  near  Gauriac,  they  are  exca- 
vated in  quarries  of  building  stone. 
At  the  base  of  the  cliffs  are  several 
small  villages. 

Rt.  Blaye.  The  dead  walls  and 
gloomy-looking  modem  bastions  of 
the  citadel  of  Blaye  are  seen  pro- 
jecting over  the  river  at  a  height  con- 
siderably above  it.  In  the  midst  of 
them  stands  a  fragment  of  the  old 
feudal  fortress,  whose  towers  may  be 
seen  surmounting  the  turfed  ramparts. 
This  citadel  was  chosen  as  the  prison 
of  the  Duchess  de   Berri,  who   was 
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confined  here  in  a  double  ^nse  after 
her  capture  in  La  Vendee  (see  Nantes, 
p.  163.)}  having  been  brought  to  bed 
of  a  daughter  in  18S3.  After  a  de- 
tention of  7  months  she  was  sent  back 
to  Naples.  The  body  of  Roland  the 
Brave  was,  according  to  tradition, 
transported  hither  from  Roncesvaux, 
by  Charlemagne,  and  interred  in  the 
Chwch  of  St.  Jiomain,  with  his  sword 
■Owrandal  at  his  head,  and  his  famous 
horn  of  ivory  ( Oliphant),  with  which 
be  had  awakened  the  echoes  of  Fuent* 
anibia,  at  his  feet.  The  body  was 
afterwards  transported  to  St.  Seurin, 
at  Bordeaux. 

Opposite  Blaye  several  islands  have 
been  formed  in  the  middle  of  the  river 
by  the  deposits  brought  down  by  the 
Dordogne  and  Garonne,  and  are  con- 
stantly increasing.  On  one  only  of  them 
18  planted  the  Uttle  fort  du  Pate,  so 
called  from  its  round  shape.  It  crosses 
its  fire  with  that  of  the  fortress  of 
Blaye  on  the  rt.  bank,  and  of  Fort 
M4doc  on  the  1.,  and  thus  commands 
the  passage  of  the  Gironde. 

To  the  N.  of  Margaux,  the  vines 
decline  in  quality ;  and  it  is  not  until 
after  an  interval  of  several  miles  of 
inferior  vineyards,  that  we  reach  others^ 
producing  wine  of  reputation,  in  the 
vicinity  of 

L.  Beychevilie,  lying  within  the 
commune  of  St.  JuUen,  a  name  of 
note  on  account  of  the  wine  grown 
in  it.  The  Chdteau  de  BeycheveUe, 
situated  on  the  height  in  the  midst 
of  valuable  vineyards,  is  the  seat  of 
M>  Guestier,  one  of  the  first  wine 
merchants  of  Bordeaux. 

Here  begin  some  of  the  most  re- 
nowned vineyards  of  M^doc,  which 
lie  crowded  together  in  almost  unin- 
terrupted succession,  within  a  narrow 
space,  stretching  about  6  m.  N.  of 
Beychevilie. 

About  1^  m.  off  is  Chdteau  Leoviae, 
which  produces  one  of  the  best  second 
growths,  nearly  equalling  the  first 
growths.  The  estate  is  divided  be- 
tween Mr.  Barton  and  M.  de  Las 
Cases.     In  the  same  commune  is  the 


vineyard  of  Zm  Rose,  a  prime  second 
growth,  and  in  the  adjoining  one  of 
St.  Lambert,  is  the  vineyard  of  Chd^ 
teau  Lataur,  yielding  a  well-known 
wine,  premier  cru.  The  estate,  which 
does  not  exceed  330  acres,  was  sold 
a  few  years  ago  for  60,000/.  The 
second  growths,  Pichon-Longueville 
and  MoutoU)  come  from  the  same 
quarter. 

L.  Pauillac,  a  small  sea-port,  be- 
hind which,  at  the  distance  of  about 
l^m.,  is  the  vineyard  of  Chdteau 
Lc^te,  producing  one  of  the  three 
best  wines  of  Bordeaux;  it  is  the 
property  of  Sir  Samuel  Scott,  and 
does  not  yield  more  than  400 
hogsheads  yearly.  The  region  of 
good  wines  extends  N.  as  far  as  Le8« 
parre,  but  the  wines  are  far  inferior 
to  those  of  the  commune  of  Pauillac; 

The  aspect  of  the  vine  district  (tf 
M^doc  is  that  of  an  undulating  coun* 
try,  slightly  raised  above  the  Garonnsy 
affording  here  and  there  peeps  of  the 
river  between  the  gentle  hills  and 
shallow  guUies  which  intersect  it.  It 
abounds  in  marshes  and  stagnant  pools, 
which  render  it  unhealthy,  so  that  the 
chateaux  which  occur  in  it  are  inha* 
bited  only  for  a  small  part  of  the 
year  by  their  proprietors.  Yet  the 
district  is  populous,  a  group  of  Cot- 
tages being  attached  to  almost  every 
vineyard,  and  inhabited  by  the  peasant 
who  cultivate  it.  The  vineyards  are 
open  fields;  even  those  of  greatest 
value  being  for  the  most  part  unpro* 
vided  with  walls,  or  even  hedges,  iii 
order  to  avoid  the  loss  of  any  space  of 
ground  which  miist  be  left  round  the 
margin  to  allow  the  plough  to  turn; 
When  the  grapes  begin  to  ripen,  A 
temporary  fence  is  formed  round  the 
vines,  of  twisted  boughs  interwovea 
with  furze,  to  keep  Out  the  dogs, 
who  are  most  destructive  consumers 
of  grapes.  Further  to  deter  both 
bipeds  and  quadrupeds  from  com- 
mitting depredations,  guards  armed 
with  guns  are  posted  on  the  watch 
day  and  night,  while  streaks  of  painty 
and  bits  of  white  paper  stuck  upon 
M  4 
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Bams  reuing  on  its  outskirts  frag- 
iBents  of  the  old  town  walls. 

17  Captieux  lies  in  the  midst  of 
aand-wastes  and  pine  forests;  the 
country  presents  all  the  characters  of 
the  Landes,  and  the  road  enters  the 
department  so  called  shortly  before 
reaching 

15  Les  Traverses. 

14  Roquefort,  an  insignificant  town 
of  1600  inhabitants,  named  from  the 
locks  of  tufa,  which  border  the  bank 
of  the  Douze,  a  tributary  of  the  Adour. 
This  place  must  not  be  confounded 
with  Roquefort,  famed  for  cheese,  in 
the  d^pt  Aveyron,  near  Rodez. 

About  20  m.  W.  of  this,  in  the 
midst  of  the  sandy  Landes,  is  an  ob- 
scure and  wretched  hamlet  called 
iMbrit  or  Albrtt,  It  was  the  cradle 
of  the  ISres  d*  Albret,  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  France,  from  whom  sprang 
the  illustrious  Henri  IV.,  the  son  of 
Jeanne  d*  Albret. 

Here  the  road  from  Bordeaux  to 
Pau  branches  off  to  the  1.  (R.  80.) 

12  Caloy.  The  chain  of  the  Py- 
renees, SO  leagues  distant,  may  already 
be  discovered  in  clear  weather. 

10  Mont  de  Marsan  {Inn^  H.  Des 
Ambassadeurs }  a  very  tolerable  sleep- 
ing place  (forbyc  the  fleas);  Ortolans 
may  be  had  in  August),  is  chef  lieu  of 
the  department  of  Les  Landes,  (S774 
inhab.)  and  enjoys  some  commerce  by 
Tirtue  of  its  position  at  the  junction  of 
two  streams,  the  Douze  and  Medou, 
which,  becoming  navigable  here,  take 
the  name  of  Medouze.  It  is  united 
with  the  Graronne  by  the  Canal  des 
Xaades,  nearly  60  m.  long,  designed 
t  (Open  a  communication  between 
Bayonne  and  Bordeaux,  when  the  sea 
18  closed  in  time  of  vrwr. 

Roads  branch  off  hence  to  Fau 
(R.  80.),  and  to  Orthes. 

The  road  hence  is  somewhat  less 
dull:  it  lies  through  extensive  forests  of 
flpindiey  pines,  whose  sides  are  rasped 
•or  grooved  to  extract  the  vean  which 
exudes  from  the  wound,  and  iscollected 
in  a  hollow  at  their  foot. 
18  Campagne.     Beyond 


14  Tartas,  where  the  Medouze  is 
crossed  by  a  new  bridge,  are  some 
fine  oak  woods. 

1 1  Pontons.  As  before,  the  same 
alternation  of  pine  woods  and  bare 
sand,  not  a  pebble  to  be  seen.  Fy« 
renees  well  seen  beyond  Pontons. 

Pouy,  a  village  on  the  1.  of  the 
road  shortly  before  reaching  Dax,  was 
the  birth-place  of  the  philanthropic 
founder  of  the  order  of  Sceurs  de  la 
Charite,  St.  Vincent  de  Paul.  When 
a  boy  he  tended  his  father's  flock  in 
the  sandy  heaths  near  the  Lazarist 
convent  of  Buglose.  The  road  passes 
through  the  village  of 

12  St  Paul  de  Dax,  about  a  mile 
distant  from  the  town  of  Dax,  which 
lies  on  the  I.  bank  of  the  Adour,  and 
is  reached  by  a  bridge  of  wood.  Its 
name  probably  comes  from  its  Aof 
gpringg  (de  aquis),  wbich  are  one  of 
the  curiosities  of  Guienne,  and  doubt- 
less induced  that  bath-loving  people, 
the  Romans,  to  found  here  their  set- 
tlement. Aquae  Augustse  Tart>ellicce. 
They  rise  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the 
town,-  and  are  received  in  a  large 
square  basin  enclosed  with  porticoes, 
whence  rise  such  clouds  of  steam  as 
in  a  frosty  morning  to  envelope  all 
the  town.  The  temperature  at  the 
source  is  66°  Riaumur,  212^  Fah- 
renheit,  a  scalding  heat.  The  water 
is  nearly  tasteless,  and  though  only 
partially  used  medicinally,  ismuch  em- 
ployed by  the  washerwomen.  There 
are  several  other  sources  in  and  about 
the  town.  Near  the  bridge  are  por- 
tions of  the  old  fortifications ;  and 
Roman  masonry  may,  it  is  said,  be  dis- 
covered in  their  substructions.  Inns  : 
H5tel  St.  Etienne ;  de  St.  Esprit. 

The  tertiary  strata  near  Dax 
abound  in  fossil  shells. 

The  postmaster  is  entitled  to  charge 
2  kilom.  extra  on  carriages  which  cross 
the  Adour  into  Dax  from  St  Paul. 

The  road  beyond  Dax  traverses 
numerous  forests  of  cork  trees,  which 
being  stripped  of  their  flakey  bark  to 
stop  the  claret  bottles  of  the  merchants 
of  Bordeaux,  have  a  singular  eflfect, 
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from  the  dark  brown  colour  of  thdr 
naked  trunks.  A  new  skin  speedily 
repairs  the  loss  of  the  old. 

16  St.  Geours. 

The  Pyrenean  range  now  forms  a 
grand  feature  in  the  landscape.  They 
are  not  unlike  some  views  of  the 
Grampions,  in  which  sharp  peaks  here 
and  there  surmount  intervening  round- 
backed  hills:  the  most  conspicuous 
and  picturesque  peaks  seen  from  this 
are  the  Arrhune  in  France,  and  the 
Qut^tre  Couronnes  in  Spain.     Near 

IS  Cantons,  a  large  pond  or  etang  is 
passed,  and  a  peep  is  obtained  over 
the  Bay  of  Biscay  on  the  rt. 

llie  direct  road  from  Bordeaux 
across  the  Grandes  Laudes  (R.  77.), 
falls  into  ours  at  St.  Vincent,  and  the 
Landes  cease  altogether  at  Oudres. 

The  descent  upon  Bayonne  presents 
that  town  under  a  striking  asp'ect, 
.seated  on  the  Adour,  surrounded  by 
fortifications.  A  short  way  before 
you  reach  the  Octroi  a  lane  on  the  rt. 
leads  down  to  the  Cimeti^re  Anglaise, 
a  simple  enclosure  between  4  walls, 
planted  with  poplars :  it  contains  the 
remains  of  many  braveBritish  soldiers, 
and  several  officers  of  the  Coldstream 
Guards,  who  fell  in  the  Sortie  from 
Bayonne,  April,  1 4,  1 8 1 4.  Bayonne 
is  entered  by  the  Faubourg  of  St. 
Esprit,  in  which  is  situated  the  Citadel, 
the  strongest  of  the  military  works. 
The  town  itself  is  reached  by  a  narrow 
bridge  of  boats  over  the  Adour,  and 
after  crossing  the  triangular  strip  of 
land  between  the  rivers,  by  a  per- 
manent stone  and  iron  bridge  over  the 
Nive. 

19  Batokne. — Inns,'  H.  St.  Eti- 
enxie,  a  good  family  hotel ;  H.  du  Com- 
merce ;  also  good ;  de  TEurope. 

Bayonne,  a  strong  fortress  of  the 
first  class,  commanding  the  Passes  of 
the  W.  Pyrenees,  and  one  of  the  two 
carriage  roads  leading  from  Spain  into 
France,  has  an  agreeable  situation  at 
the  junction  of  the  Nive  with  the 
Adour,  and  is  divided  into  three  parts 
by  these  fine  broad  rivers,  which  are 
lined  with  quays,  and  always  include 


a  small  quantity  of  shipping.     The 
suburb  St.  Esprit  on  the  rt.  bank  of 
the  Adour,  lies  within  the  dept.  des 
Landes,  and  alone  includes  5897  in- 
habitants, (more  than  the  chief  town 
of  the  d^pt.),  among  whom  are  2000 
Jews,  descendants  of  those  expelled 
at  different  times  from  Spain.   On  aa 
eminence  rising  above  this  suburb,  just 
at  the  lower  end  of  it  and  command* 
ing  with  its  formidable  batteries'  the 
town, both  the  rivers,  and  the  plain  to 
the  N.,  rises  the  Citadel,  the  most 
formidable  of  the  works,  laid  out  by 
Vauban    and    greatly   strengthened, 
especially  since  1814,  when  it  formed 
the   key  to  an   entrenched    camp  of 
Marshal  Soult,  and  was  invested  by 
a  detachment  of  the  army  of  the  Duke 
of   Wellington,  but  not  taken,  the 
peace  having  put  a  stop  to  the  siege 
after  some  bloody  encounters.     The 
last  of  these,  a  dreadful  and  useless 
expenditure  of  human  life,  took  place 
after  peace  was  declared,  and  the  Bri- 
tish forces  put  o£f  their  guard  in  con- 
sequence.    They  were  thus  entirely 
taken  by  surprise  by  a  sally  of  the 
garrison,  made  early  on  the  morning 
of  April  14tb ;    which,    though  re- 
pulsed, was  attended  with  the  loss  of 
830  men  to  the  British,  and  by  the 
capture  of  their  commander.  Sir  John 
Hope,  whose  horse  was  shot  under  him, 
and  himself  wounded.     The  French 
attack  was  supported  by  the  fire  of 
their  gun-boats  on  the  river,  which 
opened  indiscriminately  on  friend  and 
foe.     910  of  the  French  were  killed. 
Admission  to  the  citadel  is  obtained 
by  a  ticket  from  the   commandant ; 
but  except  to  a  military  man,  it  pos«> 
sesses  nothing  of  interest.     Steep  ap- 
proaches, resembling  inclined  planes, 
lead  up  to  it,  deep  fosses  surround 
it,  nearly  vertical  walls  40  feet  high 
and  numerous  bastions  flank  and  ia- 
filade  every  access  to  it:   visitors  are 
not  allowed  to  mount  the  ramparts. 

Bayonne  Proper  occupies  the  trian- 
gular space  between  the  two  rivers, 
and  stretches  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance up  the  bank  of  the  Nive,  which 
H  6 
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is  crossed  by  3  bridges.  Its  total 
population,  excluding  St.  Esprit,  is 
15,912  souls ;  many  of  its  streets  have 
a  half  Spanish  character,  from  the 
piazzas  running  under  the  houses. 
The  handsomest  quarter  of  the  town 
is  that  adjoining  the  theatre,  newly 
built,  consisting  of  fine  tall  houses. 

The  only  building  of  consequence 
is  the  Cathedral,  ugly  externally,  but 
within  a  fine  lofty  church  in  the  pointed 
Gothic  of  the  13th  ceutury,  wiUi  choir 
and  transepts  very  short.  The  arms 
of  England  are  still  visible  on  its  roof. 
The  cloisters  behind,  in  the  florid  style, 
nearly  the  largest  in  France,  deserve 
notice.  From  the  top  of  its  tower 
there  is  a  good  view  of  the  distant  Py- 
renees, of  the  town,  rivers,  and  cita- 
del, and  of  the  spot  a  little  below  it, 
at  the  extremity  of  the  long  avenue  of 
trees,  where  a  part  of  the  British 
army  under  Sir  John  Hope  crossed, 
by  a  bridge  of  boats  furnished  from 
the  fleet  of  Admiral  Penrose,  and 
transported  with  much  difficulty  over 
the  bar,  Feb.  23-27.  1814,  in  order 
to  invest  ttie  citadel. 

As  very  malignant  calumnies  have 
been  spread  by  some  French  writers, 
respecting  the  conduct  of  the  Duke 
of  Wellington's  army  in  France,  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  refute  them  by 
the  unexceptionable  testimony  of  one 
of  their  own  writers,  and  an  eye-wit- 
ness, the  late  M,  Vayse  de  Villiers, 
author  of  the  Itineraire  de  la  France, 
the  best  guide  book  for  that  country. 
He  traversed  the  theatre  of  the  war 
only  a  few  months  after  the  occupa- 
tion by  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and 
states  that  so  far  from  laying  waste 
the  country  to  a  distance  of  a  league 
around  Bayonne,  as  a  French  writer 
liad  asserted,  <<I1  avait  ^tabli  une  telle 
discipline  qu*il  etoit  accueilli  partout 
comme  liberateur." —  Route  de  Paris 
en  Espagne,  p.  91. 

The  Duke's  own  immortal  des- 
patches sliow  with  what  severe  dis- 
cipline he  prevented  the  troops,  Spa- 
nish and  English,  under  bis  command, 
imitating  the  cruel  injuries  which  the 


French  army  had  inflicted  on  Spain 
and  other  countries  invaded  by  thtnti. 
The  construction  of  the  bridge  over 
the  Adour  below  Bayonne,  and  the 
passage  of  the  Allies  across  it,  dis- 
play the  genius  of  Wellington  in  con- 
ceiving, combining,  and  executing  a 
measure  deemed  impossible  by  his 
opponents ;  and  is  styled  by  Colon^ 
Napier  *<a  stupendous  undertaking, 
which  will  always  rank  among  the 
prodigies  of  war."  The  impediments 
consisted  in  the  breadth  of  the  river, 
the  rapidity  of  its  current,  the  height 
to  which  the  tide  rises  (14  ft.),  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  and  trans- 
porting the  materials  of  the  bridge : 
since,  if  sent  by  land,  through  bad 
and  difficult  roads,  they  must  have 
alarmed  the  enemy ;  if  by  water,  the 
bar,  passable  only  at  high  water,  and 
surf  at  the  river's  mouth,  rendered 
the  entrance  of  boats  next  to  im- 
possible. The  latter  measure  however 
had  been  decided  on  by  the  Duke; 
and  to  effect  this  purpose,  a  little 
flotilla  of  chassemarles  had  been  pre- 
pared in  the  Spanish  harbour  of  Fas- 
sages.  The  long  prevalence  of  storms, 
however,  and  contrary  winds,  had  ren- 
dered its  approach  impracticable ;  and 
the  gallant  Sir  John  Hope,  to  whom 
the  execution  of  this  measure  had  been 
entrusted  by  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton at  last  on  the  23d  of  February, 
1814,  began  to  push  his  troops  across 
upon  a  i-aft  attached  to  a  hawser;  and 
thus  in  the  teeth  of  a  strong  fortress 
and  garrison  of  nearly  1 5,000  men,  600 
men  of  the  Guards  gained  the  opposite 
bank;  the  French  gun-boats  which 
guarded  the  river  being  silenced  by 
rockets,  three  of  them  burnt,  and  a 
sloop  of  war  driven  up  the  river  un^ 
der  the  guns  of  Bayonne,  while  the 
same  effective  weapons  kept  the  gar- 
rison at  bay.  Next  morning,  in  spite 
of  the  tempestuous  weather,  and  the 
raging  surf  on  the  bar,  which  was  so 
furious  as  to  leave  no  strip  of  black 
water  to  point  out  the  passage;  with- 
out pilots,  or  even  land-marks,  the 
little  fleet  made  for  the  mouth  of  the 
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Adour.  Each  vessel  had  an  engi- 
neer on  board,  and  a  supply  of  timber, 
cables,  &c.,  and  aided  by  men-of-war's 
boats  from  the  fleet,  they  boldly  dashed 
into  the  midst  of  the  breakers,  blindly 
seeking  the  entrance.  Several  of  the 
foremost,  mastered  by  the  wind  and 
the  waves,  ran  aground  or  were  dashed 
ashore,  and  their  crews  perished.  This 
did  not  deter  the  others  however;  and 
one  more  fortunate  boat  discovered  the 
only  safe  channel  \  and  the  rest  follow, 
ing  in  its  wake,  gained  smooth  water 
within  the  bar,  a  glorious  and  gallant 
exploit.  The  twenty-six  chassemar^es 
thus  introduced  were  moored  head 
and  stern  by  ropes  stretched  over  the 
dykes,  which  line  the  river  at  a  spot 
where  it  is  800  ft.  broad,  at  a  distance 
of  about  three  miles  below  Bayonne. 
Platforms  of  loose  planks  were  laid 
between  the  boats,  and  the  ropes  were 
left  slack,  so  as  to  allow  the  bridge  to 
rise  and  fall  with  the  tide :  yet  this 
seemingly  frail  structure  was  strong 
enough  to  bear  the  heaviest  artillery, 
and  it  was  finished  by  the  26th.  This 
deep-laid  scheme  entirely  foiled  Mar- 
shal Soult,  whose  attention  had  been 
drawn  off  by  the  British  general  to 
an  attack  among  the  Gaves,  the  tri- 
butaries of  the  Adour  high  up  the 
country,  at  the  very  moment  when  the 
passage  of  that  river  was  effected  close 
to  the  sea. 

Bayonne  is  a  town  of  commerce  as 
well  as  of  war,  though  its  port  is  oi 
comparatively  small  use,  on  account 
of  the  shifting  bar  at  the  mouth  (fihe 
Adour i  which  can  only  be  passed  at 
high  water,  and  not  without  danger 
at  some  seasons,  though  the  employ- 
ment of  tug-steamers  now  diminishes 
the  risk.  In  the  14tli  or  15th  cen« 
tury  the  Adour  changed  its  bed, 
owing  to  its  mouth  becoming  ob- 
structed by  shifting  sands  or  dunes, 
blown  up  by  the  winds,  and  running 
N*  parallel  with  the  coast  within 
this  sand-wall,  until  it  found  an  outlet 
either  at  Cape  Breton,  or  at  Vieux 
Boucaut.  This  lasted  down  to  1579, 
when  the  engineer,  Louis  de  Foix,  re- 


stored it  to  its  old  channel,  called 
Boucaut  Neuf.  In  1684,  however,  it 
broke  a  fresh  channel  for  itself  to  the 
1.,  in  the  direction  of  the  Chambre 
d*  Amour,  but  was  brought  back  again 
shortly  after  to  the  bed,  by  which  it 
still  finds  a  passage  to  the  ocean 
through  a  waste  of  sand-hills. 

The  commerce  of  Bayonne  consists 
chiefly  in  Spanish  wool,  which  is 
largely  imported,  and  in  an  extensive 
smuggling  trade  carried  on  with  that 
country. 

Excellent  chocolate  and  eau  de  vie 
are  made  here;  but  the  Bcu/onne 
hams,  so  called  because  largely  ex- 
ported hence,  are  reared  and  cured 
among  the  Pyrenees,  near  Orthes  and 
Pau.     Some  ships  are  built  here. 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  will  be 
perceived  that  Bayonne  has  few  sights 
to  amuse  the  passing  stranger.  The 
well-supplied  market,'  abounding  in 
fruit  and  vegetables  sold  at  the 
cheapest  rates,  are  worth  a  visit,  and 
these,  or  the  promenades,  will  afford 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  Bay- 
onnaise  ladies,  who  are  remarkably 
pretty,  as  well  as  the  Basquaise  pea- 
sants, who  are  also  distinguished  by 
pretty  faces  and  good  figures,  and 
contrast  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Landes  to  the  N.  of  Bayonne. 

Those  who  desire  a  pleasant,  shady 
walk  and  fresh  air  should  repair  to 
the  AUees  Marines,  an  avenue  of  trees 
more  than  a  mile  long,  on  the  1.  bank 
of  the  Adour,  below  the  town  and  op- 
posite the  citadel,  reaching  down  nearly 
to  the  bend  of  the  river,  near  which 
the  Duke  threw  his  army  across. 

A  little  way  outside  the  town  is  the 
dilapidated  Chateau  de  Marrac,  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  1825  and  gutted.  It 
belonged  to  Napoleon,  who  here  re- 
ceived the  degraded  sovereignsof  Spain, 
Charles  IV.  and  his  queen ;  and  her 
minion  Godoy  likewise.  The  Emperor 
also  brought  hither  to  meet  them  Fer- 
dinand Prince  of  Asturias,  whom,  by 
false  pretences,  he  had  entrapped  from 
Madrid  in  1808 :  and  in  this  chateau^ 
under  threat  of  death  or  imprison* 
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menty  they-  resigned  to  him  their 
hereditary  rights  to  the  crown  of 
Spain. 

Bayonne  was  capital  of  the  an- 
cient district,  enclosed  within  the 
Adour  and  Bidassoa,  called  Pays  de 
Liabourd,  from  Lapurdum,  the  ori- 
ginal name,  down  to  the  10th  cen- 
tury, of  Bayonne,  which  is  merely 
the  Basque  Baiauna,  a  port.  It 
gives  its  name  to  the  Bayonette,  said 
to  haTe  been  invented  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood (see  p.  281. ),  and  first  made 
here.  The  gloomy  old  catUe  oppo- 
site the  Sous- Prefecture,  now  a  bar- 
nck,  was  probably  the  residence  of 
Catherine  de  Medicis,  when,  dragging 
with  her  her  weaic  son,  Charles  IX., 
she  repaired  hither  to  that  secret  con- 
ference with  the  cruel  Alva,  in  1563, 
at  which  it  is  now  known  the  atro- 
cious massacre  of  the  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's night  was  suggested  and  de- 
cided on.  Yet  Bayonne  has  the  rare 
credit  of 'refusing  to  execute  the 
bloody  orders  of  Charles  IX.,  to  slay 
all  the  protestants  in  the  town,  owing 
to  the  firmness  of  the  goyemor  Da- 
premont,  Vicomte  d*Orthez,  who  told 
the  king  that  the  town  of  Bayonne 
included  only  good  citizens  and  brave 
soldiers,  but  not  a  single  executioner. 

The  chief  place  of  resort  for  the  in- 
habitants of  Bayonne  out  of  the  town 
is  the  little  wateringwplace  of  BiaritZf 
•described  farther  on  (p.  278). 

Cambo,  in  the  vale  of  Nive,  is  also 
a  pretty  watering-place,  with  mineral 
baths. 

Those  who  wish  to  make  a  short 
excursion  hence  into  Spain,  may  take 
the  diligence  to  St  Sebastian,  which 
starts  every  morning,  pass  through  a 
portion  of  the  country,  which  was  the 
theatre  of  the  late  war,  visit  the  citadel 
of  St  Sebastian  and  the  singular  land- 
locked harbour  of  Passages,  eat  an  oUa, 
and  smoke  a  dgarillo,  and  return  to 
Bayonne  the  following  afternoon.  See 
Havd-booc  for  Spain. 

The  BritUh  amndy  residing  at  Bay- 
onne (Captain  Graham),  will  sign  Ids 
countrymen's  passports  for  the  journey. 


I  In  the  coach-offices  and  inns  at 
Bayonne  will  be  found  hung  up 
advertisements  of  approaching  Bull 
Fights,  to  be  held  at  Vittoria,  Tolosa, 
Saragossa,  and  other  places  in  the  N. 
of  SpBun,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  French 
frontier. 

Conveyances  :  — mallepostes  daily  to 
Bordeaux  in  18  hours;  to  Toulouse 
in  21  hours. 

Diligences  daH  J  to  Bordeaux  (2or3); 
to  Toulouse ;  to  Pau,  by  Orthee  and 
by  Oleron. 

Conveyances  into  Spain :  — ^to  Madrid 
— -  MiMeposte  travels  by  night,  and  is 
three  nights  on  the  journey. 

Diligences  belonging  to  2  different 
companies  to  Madrid. 

Diligences  every  other  day  to  T<do8a 
and  St  Sebastian  in  10  hours. 


The  Southern  Road  quits  Bayonne 
by  the  Porte  d*£spagne,'  through 
which  Napoleon  poured  so  many  gal- 
lant armies  in  succession  into  the 
Peninsula.  The  road  is  hilly  the 
whole  way  to  the  frontier,  and  from 
time  to  time  affords  glimpses  of  the 
sea  on  the  rt  After  passing  a  number 
of  country  houses,  amongst  which,  at 
a  little  distance  on  the  1.,  stands  the 
Chateau  de  Marrac  (p.  277.),  a  finger- 
post at  the  end  of  2  m.  points  the 
sandy  way  to  BiaritXy  (Inn,  H.  de 
Monhau,  rooms  small,  but  clean  and 
comfortable),  a  little  secluded  water- 
ing-place 3  m.  on  the  rt.  and  about 
5  m.  from  Bayonne.  It  consista 
of  a  group  of  whitewashed  lodging- 
houses,  caf^,  inns,  traiteurs,  cottages, 
&c.,  and  generally  of  a  humble 
character,  scattered  over  rolling  emi- 
nences and  hollows  bare  of  trees,  on 
the  sea-shore,  here  fenced  with  cliffii 
forty  or  fifty  feet  high,  excavated  by 
the  waves  into  numberless  quiet 
coves  and  curious  caverns.  In  these 
the  sea  at  times  roars  and  chafes,  per- 
forating the  rock  with  holes,  and  un- 
dermining huge  masses,  which  are 
detached  from  time  to  time;  and  some 
of  them,  left  like  islands  at  some  dis- 
tance firom  the    shore,    still  project 
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above  the  waves.  From  the  tops  of 
these  cliffs,  especially  that  which  bears 
the  ruins  of  an  old  fort  or  lighthouse, 
you  look  over  the  wide  expanse  of  the 
Bay  of  Biscay,  bounded  on  the  rt.  by 
the  French  coast,  on  which  rises  the 
Dew  Pharef  which  shows  the  way  into 
the  mouth  of  the  Adour ;  and  on  the 
L,  by  the  shore  of  Spain  beyond  St. 
Sebutian,  with  peaks  of  distant  Sierras 
rising  behind  it.  The  limpid  purity 
of  the  sea  and  the  smoothness  of  the 
sand  render  bathing  in  the  sheltered 
bays  most  agreeable.  French  ladies 
and  gentlemen  **  en  costume  des 
bains,"  consume  hours  in  aquatic  pro- 
menades. The  ladies  may  be  seen 
floating  about  like  mermaids,  being 
supported  on  bladders  or  corks,  and 
over-shadowed  by  broad-brimmed  hats. 
The  geologist  will  be  interested  to 
recognise  in  the  rocks  of  Biarits  the 
foaails  of  the  chalk  or  green  sand, 
though  the  rock  here  assumes  an  ex* 
temal  character  very  different  from 
that  we  are  accustomed  to  in  £ng« 
land.  Beyond  its  seap>bathing,  its 
rocks,  and  its  view,  Biaritz  must  be 
the  dullest  place  upon  earth,  ex- 
cept to  those  who  have  other  resources 
of  friends,  &c.,  on  the  spot.  Omni- 
busies  and  coucous  are  constantly 
plying  between  the  baths  and  the 
Forte  d'Espagne  of  Bayonne.  The 
ancient  mode  of  conveyance  hither, 
which  is  peculiar  to  the  spot,  but 
is  now  becoming  obsolete,  was  to  ride 
**  en  cacolet.**  In  this  mode  of  con- 
veyance the  rider,  seated  on  one  side 
of  a  hack  in  a  wooden  frame  fitting  to 
a  horse's  back,  as  a  pair  of  spectacles 
does  to  a  human  nose,  occupies  the 
place  of  a  panier  on  one  side  of  an 
ass's  back,  while  his  conductor,  usu- 
ally a  stout  and  buxom  lass,  fills  the 
opposite  division,  and  by  her  weight 
the  balance  is  preserved.  Some  little 
skill  is  required  in  mounting,  for 
unless  both  parties  jump  into  their 
seats  at  the  same  moment,  he  who 
reaches  it  prematurely  runs  the  risk  of 
destroying  the  equipoise  and  of  being 
capaised  into  the  dust^  and  the  sasM 


in  dismounting.  It  is  chiefly  pea- 
sants and  market  womeA,  now-ar-dsys, 
who  ride  en  cacolet ;  though  under 
the  ancien  regime  of  the  Bourbons, 
the  frolicksome  Duchesse  de  Berri, 
when  on  a  visit  to  this  part  of  France, 
was  wont  to  resort  to  this  primitive 
conveyance. 

There  are  S  lines  of  custom-houses 
on  the  road  from  Bayonne  to  the 
Spanish  frontier.  The  Sd,  or  inner- 
most, is  not  more  than  5  m.  from 
Bayonne.  A  large  fresh-water  pond 
within  a  funnel-shaped  basin  is  passed 
shortly  before  reaching 

11  Bidart.  We  now  enter  the 
Fays  Basques,  inhabited  by  that  pe- 
culiar race  who  speak  a  language 
having  no  relation  with  any  other  in 
Europe.  They  occupy  in  France 
only  a  small  part  of  the  SW.  comer 
of  the  d^^pt.  des  Basses  Fyrenees,  but 
are  much  more  widely  disseminated  in 
Spain,  where  they  form  the  mass  of 
the  population  of  five  provinces.  The 
French  and  Spanish  Basques  are  dis- 
tinguished by  their  speech,  and  also 
by  their  costume,  consisting  of  the 
red  beret,  a  cap  resembling  that  of 
the  lowland  shepherd  in  Scotland,  a 
red  sash  round  the  waist,  and  sandals 
made  of  hemp,  called  Espartillas,  on 
the  feet,  and  a  stout  stick  or  shiialah 
in  the  hand.  They  are  supposed  to 
be  the  descendants  of  the  "  Cant»- 
brum  indoctum  ferre  juga  nostra,*' 
who  sided  with  Hannibal  in  opposing 
the  Romans,  who  contributed  mainly 
to  the  defeat  of  Charlemagne  and 
Roland  in  the  pass  of  Roncesvauz, 
and  whose  boast  is  that  they  were 
never  conquered.  In  France  they  are 
confined  to  portions  of  the  arrondisse- 
ments  of  Bayonne  and  Mauleon, 
which  formed  part  of  the  ancient 
kingdom  of  Navarre. 

9  St.  Jean  de  Lux.-— /»n5.*  Poste : 
St  Etienne;  good.  A  frontier  town 
of  France,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ni- 
velie^  where  it  fells  into  a  small  creek 
or  bayt  over  which  a  new  bridge  has 
been  thrown.  The  inroads  of  the 
sea  for  some  time  past  have  v^ashed 
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away  parts  of  the  town,  breaking 
through  the  dykes  thrown  up  to  pro- 
tect it,  and  the  shifting  sands  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Nivelle  have  almost 
entirely  blocked  up  its  port  The 
town  is  distinguished  by  its  narrow 
street  and  whitewashed  houses,  some 
of  considerable  antiquity.  Here  is 
the  2d  Douane.  The  suburb  on  the 
1.  bank  of  the  river  is  called  Sibourre. 
The  marriage  of  Louis  XIV.  with 
Maria  Theresa,  Infanta  of  Spain,  was 
celebrated  here  1660. 

In  Nov.  1813,  the  British  army, 
under  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  cross- 
ed the  Nivelle  close  to  this  town, 
after  attacking  and  carrying  the  very 
strong  entrenched  position  occupied 
by  the  French  army  upon  the  heights 
on  the  1.  bank  of  the  river. 

In  the  midst  of  barren,  heathy, 
high  ground  stands 

5  Urugne,  last  post  station  in 
France.  The  forms  of  the  mountains 
are  picturesque,  especially  of  that 
called  Montagne  tTuirrhune,  rising 
above  Urugne,  which  is  visible  even 
on  the  other  side  of  Bayonne.  Before 
reaching  this  point,  the  traveller  finds, 
contrary  probably  to  what  he  could 
have  expected  from  books,  that  the 
mountain  chain  of  the  Pyrenees  by 
no  means  terminates  in  France,  but 
stretches  W.,  in  lofty  ridges  and  bare 
peaks  tossed  about  in  wild  confusion, 
traversing  Spain  to  its  farther  comer, 
and  ending  in  Cape  Ortegal  in  the 
Asturias. 

Beyond  Urugne,  the  antique  Cha- 
teau of  Urtubi  is  passed.  Louis  XI. 
came  hither,  1462,  to  meet  the  King 
of  Aragon,  John  II. 

The  French  frontier  cvstom^houie  is 
placed  at  Behobia,  a  small  village 
(with  a  poor  inn,  Poste)  on  the  rt 
bank  of  the  Bidassoa,  which  here  se- 
parates France  from  Spain.  The  bag- 
gage of  travellers  entering  France  is 
strictly  searched  ;  and  after  it  has  un- 
dergone the  process,  they  will  do  well 
to  have  it  plombed,  to  save  themselves 
from  a  repetition  of  the  same  twice 
between  this  and  Bayonne.     JO  sous 


is  the  charge  for  plombing  each  pack- 
age. 

The  wild  and  lofty  mountains 
around  and  behind  Behobia,  called 
Montagne  Vert,  and  Mendele,  now 
so  solitary,  were  strongly  fortified  by 
Marshal  Soult  in  1813,  to  defend  the 
Passage  of  the  Bidassoa,  which  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  effected  never- 
theless, in  the  face  and  in  spite  of 
them.  In  the  course  of  several 
months  preceding,  entrenchment  be-* 
hind  entrenchment  had  been  ^rown 
up  by  the  French ;  everj  weak  point 
had  been  strengthened,  and  the  whole 
line  of  slopes  and  precipices,  from 
the  sea  to  the  Arrhune  mountain, 
bristled  with  ramparts  and  batteries, 
defending  the  fords  of  the  river ;  the 
bridge  of  Behobia  being  then  broken 
down. 

From  the  middle  of  tlie  existing 
wooden  bridge,  which  unites  France 
to  Spain,  the  stranger  looking  up  the 
stream  will  perceive  the  green  knoll, 
or  mamellon  of  St.  Marcial ;  on  this 
a  strong  battery  was  planted  by  the 
Allies,  which  covered  the  passage,  by 
the  ford  higher  up,  of  one  division, 
consisting  of  Spaniards,  under  Gen. 
Freire,  who  won  from  the  French 
the  heights  of  Mendele.  The  most 
formidi^le  part  of  the  French  posi- 
tion was  the  Montagne  d' Arrhune,  not 
only  from  its  elevation,  steepness,  and 
tremendous  precipices,  but  from  the 
redoubts,  intrenchments,  abbatis,  &c. 
thrown  up  on  it,  wherever  there  ap* 
peared  the  least  facility  of  approach, 
and  from  the  strong  body  of  troops, 
who  held  every  commanding  point, 
sweeping  the  slopes  and  ravines  with 
their  cannon  and  musquetry.  The 
Duke  of  Wellington  employed  nearly 
20,000  men  in  the  attack  of  this 
mountain,  which  was  gained,  as  it 
were  inch  by  inch,  the  enemy  being 
driven  from  one  work  after  another  up 
to  the  very  summit,  where  they  occu- 
pied a  rocky  height  called  the  Her- 
mitage. This  was  nearly  impregnable, 
and  they  defended  it  for  some  time 
merely  by  rolling  down  stones  upon 
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their  assailants.  The  bones  of  many 
a  brave  man  are  probably  even  now 
whitening  among  the  dells  and  clifts 
of  that  rugged  mountain :  many  who 
were  wounded  were  letl  to  perish 
where  they  fell,  from  the  difficulty  of 
discovering  them  among  these  vast 
solitudes. 

A  lower  ridge,  or  projecting  but- 
tress of  the  Montague  d*Arrhiine,  is 
called  la  Bayonettey  from  that  fearful 
weapon  of  war,  invented  extemporane- 
ously,  it  is  said,  by  a  Basque  regiment 
on  this  spot,  who,  having  run  short  of 
ammunition,  assaulted  the  Spaniards 
opposed  to  them  by  sticking  the  long 
knives  which  the  Buques  commonly 
carry,  into  the  barrels  of  their  mus- 
kets, and  thus  charging  the  enemy. 
This  must  have  occurred  some  time  in 
the  16th,  or  early  in  the  17th  century* 
The  ridge  of  the  Bayonette  was 
stormed  and  carried  by  the  Allies  1813, 
before  they  gained  the  Arrhune. 

Behind  St.  Marcial  opens  out  the 
Valley  of  the  Bastan,  the  cradle  of  the 
Bidassoa.  Close  below  the  bridge  of 
Behobia  is  a  little  bland,  reduced  by 
the  washing  of  the  current  to  a  nar- 
row strip  of  earth,  tufted  with  grass 
and  willows.  This  is  the  historically 
celebrated  lie  des  Fcdsans,  on  which 
the  conferences  were  held  between 
the  French  Minister  Maxarin,  and  the 
Spanish  Don  Louis  de  Haro,  which 
led  to  the  famous  treaty  of  the  Py- 
renees, 165^  and  the  marriage  of 
Louis  XIV*  with  the  daughter  of 
Philip  IV.  Each  party  advanced 
from  its  own  territory,  by  a  temporary 
bridge)  to  this  little  bit  of  neutral 
ground^  which  then  reached  nearly 
up  to  the  bridge.  The  piles  which 
supported  the  Cardinal's  pavilion  were 
visible  not  many  years  ago.  The 
death  of  Velasquez,  the  painter,  was 
caused  by  his  exertions  in  superin- 
tending these  constructions;  duties 
more  fitting  to  an  upholsterer  than  an 
artist. 

The  Bidassoa  forms  the  line  of  de* 
marcation  between  the  two  kingdoms 
only  for  about  12  m.:  it  enters  the  sea 


about  5  m.  below  Behobia,  between 
Andaye  on  the  French  side,  and  the 
ancient  walled  town  of  Fuentarabia 
(accent  on  the  i)  on  the  Spanish,  after 
passing  near  the  town  of 

9  Irun,  first  SpaniA  post  station.- 
See  Hand-book  Foa  Spain. 

Between  Jrun  and  Fuentarabia  are 
the  S  fords  discovered  by  the  Duke 
of  Wellington,  on  the  information  of 
Spanish  fishermen,  by  which  be  car- 
ried one  division  of  bis  army  across, 
and,  gaining  the  first  permanent  foot- 
ing in  the  Fiench  territory,  turned 
the  rt.  of  the  French  position,  and 
the  strongly  defended  heights  near 
Andaye,  (once  famed  for  distilling 
brandy).  These  fords  were  practicable 
only  at  certain  states  of  the  tide,  and 
for  S  or  4  hours,  being  covered  by 
the  sea,  to  a  depth  of  14ft.,  at  high 
water.  Soult  was  therefore  perfectly 
unprepared  for  an  attempt  to  cross  at 
this  point,  and  his  troops  were  de^ 
ceived,  by  the  tents  of  the  British 
camp  being  left  standing  as  though 
still  occupied.  At  the  close  of  a 
fierce  thunder  storm,  early  on  the 
morning  of  Oct.  17,  the  allied  army 
formed  into  7  columns  behind  banks 
and  ridges,  issued  forth  at  a  given 
signal,  and  winding  slowly,  like 
snakes,  across  the  broad  sands,  efiected 
the  passage. 


ROUTE  77. 

BORDEAUX   TO    BATOMMX,    THROUGH 
LES  GRANDSS  LANDES. 

69  lieux  de  poste  »  about  173 
£ng.  m. 

This  was  once  the  only  road  into 
Spain,  but  since  the  construction  of 
the  route  through  the  Petites  Landes 
(R.  76.},  and  the  removal  of  post 
horses  from  this  line,  it  has  been 
almost  entirely  abandoned,  although 
it  is  25  m.  shorter  than  the  other. 
In  fact,  it  traverses  a  country  scarcely 
practicable  for  carriages^  owing  to  the 
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want  of  proper  materiails  for  the  reads ; 
a  amall  portion  only,  near  Bordeaux 
and  Muret,  being  paved.  The  ac 
conunodation  for  travellerB  is,  of 
course,  very  scanty.  Many  of  the 
old  post  BUtions  enumerated  below, 
"with  the  distances  from  one  to  another, 
are  mere  single  houses  or  stables,  es- 
tablished solely  as  relays,  and  perhaps 
now  abandoned. 

S  Gradignan.  Beyond  this  village 
fields  give  place  to  heaths  and  pine 
woods,  interspersed  with  a  few  patches 
of  barley  and  a  little  maize ;  for  these 
crops  will  grow  wherever  manure 
and  industry  can  be  employed  upon 
the  soil.  The  surface  of  the  ground 
i»  of  a  dull  grey  or  asb-coloured 
sand.  A  few  flocks  of  lean,  tattered, 
ill-conditioned  sheep  wander  over  this 
waste,  tended  by  shepherds  renowned 
for  walking  on  stilts  (^chesses).  By 
the  aid  of  these  they  are  not  only 
enabled  to  stolk  over  the  prickly 
bushes,  and  avoid  the  inconvenience  of 
filling  their  shoes  with  sand,  but  they 
gain  an  elevation  not  afforded  by  the 
«ven  surface  of  the  ground,  from 
which  they  can  overlook  their  flock, 
and  prevent  their  sheep  straying. 
They  carry  a  long  pole^  which,  when 
stuck  into  the  ground,  forms  a  sup- 
port, and  against  it  they  can  rest,  and 
knit  stockings  all  the  day  through. 
A  stranger,  unprepared  for  the  sight, 
would  have  some  difficulty  in  explain- 
ing the  nature  of  the  extraordinary 
tripod  thus  formed ;  and  the  sheepskins 
worn  by  the  peasant  would  not  dimin- 
ish the  mystery.  The  peasants  of  the 
X^ndes  are  all  accustomed  to  the  use 
of  stilts,  and  with  a  very  slight  ex- 
ertiouy  and  not  a  very  quick  move- 
ment, will  clear  the  country  at  a  pace 
which  would  keep  a  horse  at  a  hard 
trot,  by  the  aid  of  these  wooden  legs. 

There  \s  at  least  one  thing  which 
appears  peculiarly  at  home  among  the 
Landesy  which  seems  to  rejoice  in 
this  dry  sand,  and  to  flourish  in  the 
most  robust  vigour  —  the  pim£  (  Pin  us 
maritima).  Nearly  \  of  the  Dept. 
des  Liandes    is    covered   with    dark 


forests  of  this  tree,  and  the  distribuo 
tion  of  it  is  greatly  increasing,  since, 
from  the  value  of  the  timber  and  of 
the  rosin  which  it  produces,  and  the 
facility  with  which  it  is  grown,  large 
districts  have  been  planted  by  order 
of  the  government.  The  Landes,  it 
must  be  remembered,  are  not  confined 
to  the  dept  so  called,  for  we  have 
hitherto  bieen  traversing  that  of  the 
Gironde,  and  it  is  only  between 
Belin  and  the  next  station 

3  Muret,  that  the  boundary  line  of 
the  Dept.  of  Landes  is  passed.  Here 
the  sinall  river  Leyre  is  ciossedy 
which  falb  into  the  sea  at  La  Teste* 
Like  all  the  streams  of  the  district,  its 
waters  are  brackish ;  and  one  of  the 
chief  evils  to  which  the  inhabitants  are 
subject  is  the  want  of  good  water. 

2  Bellevue. 

2  Puch. 

3  Barps. 

2  Hospitalet. 

2  Belin,  a  small  town. 

3  Lipostey. 

*  4  Bonhdre.  Here  used  to  be  the 
best  inn  on  the  line. 

3  Belloe,  a  single  cottage. 

4  La  Harie. 

3  Esperon. 

4  Castels. 

The  PignadaSf  or  pine  forests  of  the 
Landes,  furnish  a  large  quantity  of 
rosin,  which  is  obtained  by  grooving 
the  trunk,  or  scarifying  the  bark  3  or 
4  fit.  above  the  root,  and  allowing 
the  pitch  to  flow  into  a  hollow  below. 

4  Maj^se.     An  inn  here  formerly. 

3  Les  Monts. 

2  St  Vincent  Here  our  road 
falls  into  the  post  road  from  Bop* 
deaux  to 

9  Bayonne  (B.  76.  p.  275.). 

The  wild  district  of  the  Landes 
stretches  uninterruptedly  from  the 
Garonne,  at  Bordeaux,  to  the  Adour* 
at  Bayonne,  and  from  the  sea  to  Mont 
St.  Marsan  and  Dax. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Landes  oc« 
cupy  a  low  position,  physically  and 
morally,  in  the  scale  of  civilisation. 

Any  more  accurate  and  recent  in- 
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formatioii  than  what  is  contained  in 
the  above  route  will  be  welcome  to 
the  editor. 


ROUTE  78. 

BATONNX  TO  PAU  BT  ORTBEZ. 

85  kilom.  s  52^  Eng.  miles. 

MaUepoBte  to  Toulouse  daily. 

Diligences  daily  by  Orthez  and  by 
Oleron. 

The  road  turns  to  the  rt,  out  of 
that  to  Bordeaux,  (R.  76.),  on  the 
top  of  the  hill  above  St.  Esprit,  the 
suburb  of  Bayonne.  It  runs  in  a  di. 
rection  nearly  parallel  with  the  Py- 
renees, through  a  country  abounding 
in  heath,  having  the  Adour  at  some 
distance  on  the  rt.,  until,  a  few  miles 
beyond 

17  Biaudos,  that  river  is  crossed : 
the  descent  upon  it  is  fine.  The  Gave 
de  Pau  falls  into  the  Adour  a  little 
below  the  bridge ;  henceforth  we  as- 
cend the  rt.  bank  of  that  stream  all 
the  way  to  Pau.  Hereabouts  the 
Gave  divides  the  district  called  Cha- 
losse  from  the  Pays  Basque,  (see  p. 
279.). 

20  Peyrehorade  {Inn,  H.  de 
Voyageurs ;  second  rate),  a  prettily 
situated  town,  on  the  Gave  de  Pau,  just 
below  its  junction  with  the  Gave 
d'Oleron,  under  a  height  crowned 
by  a  ruined  Castle,  mentioned  by 
Froissart.  About  a  mile  out  of  the 
town,  a  turning  on  the  rt.  carries 
^e  new  road  to  Pau  by  Oleron,  (un- 
finished 1841),  across  the  Gave  de 
Pau,  by  a  new  wire  suspension  bridge. 
It  passes  through  Sorde,  a  walled 
town,  Sallies,  so  called  from  its 
strong  brine  spring,  which  furnishes 
^e  salt  used  in  curing  Bayonne  hams, 
and  Sauveterre. 

The  road  from  Peyrehorade  to  Or 
tiiez  crosses,  shortly  before  entering 

16  Puyoo,  a  rivulet  which  an- 
ciently formed  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  kingdoms  of  France  and 
Navarre. 


The  fertility  of  the  plain,  the  abund* 
ant  watercourses,  the  luxuriant  fes« 
toons  of  the  vines,  and  the  magnificent 
views  of  the  Pyrenean  range,  give 
great  interest  to  this  portion  of  the 
route.  At  Berenz,  Sir  Willoughby 
Cotton's  division  of  cavalry,  and  Pic- 
ton's  Sd  brigade,  ^srossed  the  Gave 
before  the  Battle  of  Orthez.  That 
victory  was  achieved,  Feb.  27,  1814> 
by  driving  the  French  from  a  very 
strong  position  on  the  heights  above 
Orthei,  extending  from  the  town  to 
the  high  road  to  Dax  and  the  village 
of  Bo^s.  The  retreat  of  the  enemy 
ended  in  a  fiight,  and  they  were  pur- 
sued by  the  British,  the  same  night,  as 
far  as  Sault  de  Navailles.  A  wound 
received  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
in  the  critical  moment  of  pursuit 
contributed  to  save  the  French  from 
greater  loss.  They  attribute  their  de- 
feat to  a  superiority  of  force  on  the 
side  of  the  allies,  but  the  impartial 
estimate  of  Col.  Napier  sets  down  the 
numbers  of  Soult*s  army  at  40,000^ 
(including  '4,000  or  5,000  raw  con- 
scripts,) and  that  of  the  Duke  at 
37,000.  The  British  cavalry  outnum- 
bered that  of  the  enemy  by  1,000, 
The  French  lost  nearly  4,000  men 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  the 
Allies  2,300. 

12  Orthez  (Inns :  )  is  a  some- 

what dull  town  of  7,857  inhabitants, 
though  situated  at  the  junction  of  6 
roads,—  to  Spain,  by  St.  Jean  Pied 
de  Port,  to  Dax,  to  Bordeaux,  to 
Oleron,  to  Pau,  and  to  Bayonne.  It 
has  an  old  Gothic  bridge,  which  re- 
sisted the  attempts  of  the  French  to 
mine  it,  and  blow  it  up,  consisting  oi 
4  arches,  surmounted  in  the  centre 
by  a  tower  from  which,  according  to 
tradition,  the  Calvinist  soldiers  of  the 
army  of  the  Comte  de  Montgomery, 
after  taking  the  town  by  assault,  1569» 
and  putting  to  the  sword  most  of  its 
defenders,  precipitated  into  the  river 
the  Roman  Catholic  priests  who  were 
found  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and 
who  refused  to  abjure  their  religion. 
Jeanne  d'Albret,  Queen  of  Na^anre, 
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mother  of  Henri  IV.,  established  here 
a  Protestant  College. 

Ortbei  was  once  a  place  of  greater 
importance,  as  residence  of  the  Princes 
of  B4am,  down  to  the  end  of  the  1 5th 
century,  when  they  remoTcd  to  Pau. 
The  Ctutle  de  Moncada,  built  by  Gas- 
ton de  Foix,  IV.,  1840,  after  the  pattern 
of  a  Spanish  castle  of  that  name,  is 
reduced  to  a  few  ruined  walls,  over- 
topped  by  a  stately  tower,  left  to 
attest  its  former  splendour,  on  a  height 
above  the  town.  It  is  mentioned  by 
Froissart,  who  paid  a  visit  to  Gaston 
Phoebus  Comte  de  Foix,  1388,  and 
was  received  into  the  household,  in 
order  to  obtain,  from  the  Count's  own 
mouth,  information  for  his  history  re- 
specting the  wars  in  Gascony  and 
Spain.  He  describes  the  death  of 
Gaston  de  Foix,  at  the  neighbour- 
ing village  of  Riou,  on  his  return 
from  hunting  the  bear,  and  the  ce- 
lebration of  his  funeral  in  the  Church 
of  the  Cordeliers  at  Orthez,  where 
he  was  buried,  in  front  of  the  grand 
altar.  The  Castle  of  Orthez  was 
the  scene  of  unparalleled  crimes  dur- 
ing the  life  of  the  brutal  Gaston 
Phccbus,  who  filled  its  dungeons  with 
the  victims  of  his  unbridled  passion  ; 
among  them  his  own  kinsman,  the 
Viscomte  de  Chateaubon,  Pierre  Ar- 
nault, the  faithful  governor  of  Lour- 
des,  who,  because  he  refused  to  betray 
his  trust,  and  surrender  the  fortress, 
was  stabbed  by  Gaston's  own  hand, 
and  thrust  into  a  dungeon  to  perish; 
and,  finally,  his  own  son,  and  only 
child,  whom  he  killed  with  his  knife, 
in  the  dark  cell  into  which  he  had 
caused  him  to  be  thrust. 

The  very  picturesque  peak  called 
Pic  du  Midi  d'Ossau  is  visible  near 
this. 

20  Artix.  About  4  m.  before 
entering  Pau,  the  road  passes,  at  a 
short  distance  on  the  I.,  the  curious 
old  and  decayed  town  Lescar,  sup- 
posed by  some  to  be  the  ancient  Bene" 
karnum,  whence  the  district  of  which 
it  was  originally  the  capital  was  cal- 
led Beam.     The  town   was   sacked 


and  ruined  during  the  wars  of  Reli- 
gion, 1569,  by  the  troops  of  the  Comte 
de  Montgomery.  On  a  detached  emi* 
nence,  rising  above  the  town,  stand 
the  Castle  and  the  Churckf  a  ^lofty 
edifice,  partly  in  the  Romanesque 
style,  containing  some  carved  oak. 
The  early  princes  of  B^n  were 
buried  in  it,  but  their  tombs  were 
destroyed  either  by  the  Huguenots  or 
the  Revolutionists. 

The  JetvUs*  College,  founded  there 
by  Henri  IV.  after  his  conversion,  has 
been  turned  into  a  manufactory.   Still  • 
nearer  to  Pau,  on  the  1.  of  the  road« 
is   Bilbere,  where  Henri  was  nursed 
by  a  peasant,  whose  humble  dwelling 
is  still  preserved  and  pointed  out  with 
some  pride  to  strangers.     The  emi<« 
nence  rising  on  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  Gave,  its  slopes  covered  with  ver- 
dure and   vineyards,  is  the    C6te  de 
Juranqorij  which  produces  the  best  of 
all  the  Pyrenean  wines. 

The  road,  before  entering  Pau^ 
skirts  the  woody  ridge  which  forms 
its  beautiful  Pare ;  and  which,  inter* 
vening  between  the  river  and  the 
road,  conceals  the  view  of  the  moun- 
tains. 

20.  Pau  (R.  80.). 


ROUTE  79. 

bordeaux'  to  auch,  by  castxl  ja- 
i.oux  and  nekac. 

186  kilom.  ^  115  Eng.  m. 
The  road  is  the  same  as  R.  76.  as 
far  as 

62  Bazas,  p.  273. 

14  Grignols. 

15  Castel  Jaloux,  a  town  of  nearly 
2000  inhabitants,  owing  its  name  and 
origin  to  a  Caak  built  by  the  Seigneurs 
d'  Albret,  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Avance, 
now  in  ruins. 

A  t  Barbaste  corks  are  made.  Henri 
IV.  had  a  flour-mill  here,  whence  he 
was  sometimes  called  **le  Meunier 
de  Barbaste*':  it  still  exists. 

18  Pompiey.     The  road  passes  a 
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Iktle  to  the  S.  of  the  castle  of  Xain- 
trailles,  the  birth-place  of  Pothon  de 
Xantrailles,  a  knight  celebrated  in 
the  wars  against  the  English  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  VII.,  who  took  the 
valliant  Talbot  prisoner  at  the  battle 
of  Patay. 

12  Nerac,  (Inn,  Tertres;  famous 
for  its  paUsy  or  terrine$  de  perdrix),  a 
town  of  6327  inhabitants,  pleasingly 
situated  on  the  Ba'ise,  once  capital  of 
the  duchy  d' Albret.  It  was  an  ancient 
possession  of  the  family  d' Albret,  who 
built  and  resided  in  the  venerable 
Castle,  which  remained  nearlv  entire 
down  to  the  Revolution,  but  is  now 
demolished,  excepting  one  wing,  and 
its  fosses  turned  into  gardens.  Yet 
even  this  fragment  is  interesting,  be- 
cause  within  its  walls  Marguerite  de 
Vnlois,  queen  of  Navarre,  held  her 
court,  assembling  around  her  the  men 
most  distinguished  by  learning  and 
literary  genius  of  the  time;  among 
others,  Calvin,  Beza,  Clement  Marot, 
here  found  an  asylum  from  persecu- 
tion down  to  1534.  At  a  later  period, 
the  **  Bon  Roi  Henri,"  whose  mother 
resided  in  the  castle  to  within  four 
months  of  his  birth,  passed  here  a  por- 
tion of  his  youth.  His  chamber  is 
pointed  out  at  the  W.  end  of  the 
building.  Here,  in  1579,  Catherine 
de  Medicis  held  a  conference.  The 
tomb  of  Pothon  de  Xantrailles  was 
destroyed  along  with  the  church  of 
Cordeliers,  at  the  instigation  of  the 
Calvinists. 

The  promenade  called  Xa  Garenne 
was  once  the  park  of  the  kings  of 
Navarre,  planted  by  Marguerite  de 
Valois.  A  bronze  statue  of  Henri  IV. 
has  been  erected  to  his  memory  by  a 
private  individual,  inscribed  <*Alumno, 
mox  Patri  Nostro  Ho.  IV." 

The  Fontaine  de  St,  Jean  is  over- 
shadowed by  2  elms,  planted  by 
Henri  IV.  and  Marguerite  de  Va- 
lois. 

Corks  are  manufactured  here  for 
the  wine-merchants  of  Bordeaux. 

We  enter  the  Department  de  Gers 
before  reaching 


22  Condom  (7n9».'  Cheval  Blanc; 
Lion  d'Or),  a  town  of  7144  inha- 
bitants, and  of  considerable  trade. 
It  has  a  handsome  Gothic  parish 
church  (?). 

19  Cast^ra  Verduzan. 

Near  this  village  are  mineral 
springs ;  one  sulphureous,  the  other 
chalybeate,  which  are  received  into  a 
Bath'house, 

24  Auch,  in  R.  90. 

ROUTE  80. 

BORDEAUX  TO  PAIT. 

194  kilom.  =  120  Eng.  m. 

Diligences  daily  in  summer. 

The  only  tolerable  sleeping  place 
on  the  way  is  Mont  de  Marsan,  p. 
274. 

%The  Bayonne  road  (R.  76.)  is  fol- 
lowed as  far  as     ~ 

108  Roquefort,  and  by  the  dili« 
gence  as  far  as  Mont  de  Marsan  (22 
kilom. ) 

The  mountains  of  the  Pyrenean 
chain  are  visible  even  to  the  N.  of  this, 
rising  ridge  over  ridge  abruptly,  from 
the  low'plain  of  Gascony,  so  as  to  give 
the  greatest  effect  to  'their  elevation, 
with  a  grandeur  worthy  of  the  barrier 
wall  between  two  great  kingdoms. 

No  villages  of  consequence,  and 
few  habitations,  occur  on  the  sandy 
tract  between  Roquefort  and 

16  Villeneuve  de  Marsan,  on  the 
Medou. 

The  district  of  sandy  and  heath- 
clad  common,  stretching  from  the 
sea  coast,  through  the  Landes eastward, 
gives  place  to  cultivated  and  enclosed 
ground  near 

22  Aire,  an  old  town,  of  4,028  in- 
habitants, on  the  1.  bank  of  tlie  Adour, 
near  which  a  detachment  of  the 
French  army,  retreating  from  Orthez, 
were  defeated,  a  few  days  afler  that 
battle,  by  Lord  Hill,  who  also  gained 
possession  of  the  French  magazines 
here,  and  at  St.  Sever,  lower  down 
tiie  Adour. 

A  steep  ascent  leads  out  of.  the 


286         R.SO.—Pau— View  from  the  Park^CafiOe.   Sect.  IV 


valley  of  the  Adour,  and  a  table-land 
separates  it  from 

16  Garlin. 

12  Auriac. 

From  the  top  of  each  eminence,  as 
you  surmount  it,  a  splendid  view 
of  the  Pyrenees  expands  before  the 
eye. 

20  Pau. — Inns:  H.  de  France, 
at  the  corner  of  the  Place  Royale ; 
good,  and  excellent  cuisine ;  a  good 
table  d*ho^,  3f.:— H.  de  TEurope, 
Rue  de  la  Prefecture;  very  good; 
its  back  windows  have  a  view.  D. 
—  La  Poste,  Place  de  Henri  IV. ; 
beds,  3f.  to  SO  sous;  caf6  au  lait 
and  eggs,  2f.;  table  d'hote,  3f. — 
H.  de  Daurade,  ditto.  N.B.  Try  here 
the  white  wine  of  Juranpon,  which, 
when  good,  deserves  commenda- 
tion. 

Pau,  ancient  capital  of  the  little 
kingdom  of  French  Navarre  and 
B^am,  now  chef  lieu  of  the  D^pt.  des 
Basses  Pyr6n^es,  stands  on  a  lofty 
ridge  forming  the  rt  bank  of  the 
river,  or  Gave  de  Pau,  and  has  nearly 
13,000  inbab.  Its  situation  is  per- 
haps scarcely  surpassed  by  that  of  any 
town  in  France,  if  we  consider  the 
magnificent  view  over  the  chain  of  the 
W.  Pyrenees,  which  expands  in  front 
of  it.  The  English  have  shown  their 
good  taste  in  having  chosen  it  for  their 
residence,  especially  in  winter.  The 
view,  reminding  one  somewhat  of  that 
Arom  &e  platform  at  Berne,  though 
far  inferior  to  it,  is  well  seen  either 
from  the  castle  and  its  terrace,  or  from 
the  extremity  of  the  oblong,  formal, 
gravelly  promenade  near  the  centre  of 
the  town,  called  the  Place  Royale,  or 
from  the  Pare,  This  Pare  is  a  fine  na- 
tural  terrace,  running  along  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Gave,  thickly  covered,  on 
its  top  and  sides,  with  noble  trees, 
affording  a  grateful  shade  in  the  heat 
of  the  day,  and  provided  with  seats 
wherever,  through  gaps  in  the  foliage, 
the  different  parts  of  the  view  appear 
to  advantage.  This  spot  formed  part 
of  the  domain  anciently  attached  to 
die  old  oastlei  and  a  communication 


between  the  castle  and  the  Pare» 
through  a  formal  square  planted  with 
rows  of  trees,  called  Plante,  has  re- 
cently been  establisheid  by  a  hand- 
some bridge  of  two  arches,  thrown 
over  the  high  road. 

The  range  of  the  Pyrenees,  as  seen 
from  Pau,  presents  a  strikingly  beau- 
tiful and  varied  outline  of  peaks, 
cones,  and  ridges,  often  cut  like  a  saw, 
rising  against  the  S.  horizon.  Among 
the  mass  of  summits,  and  precipices, 
and  bold  forms,  are  two  pre-eminent 
from  their  elevation  and  shape  •—  the 
Pic  du  Midi  de  Pau  to  the  W.,  a 
peak  with  sides  nearly  vertical  and 
cloven  crest,  rising  at  the  extremity 
of  the  beautiful  Val  d'Ossau  ;  and  to 
the  E.,  the  Pic  du  Midi  de  Bigorre. 
These  members  of  the  great  central 
range  are  disclosed  to  view  through 
the  gaps  of  a  subordinate  chain  of 
round-backed  and  wooded  hills  form- 
ing the  middle  distance ;  while  in  the 
foreground  appears  the  venerable 
castle  of  Pau,  the  torrent,  or  Gave, 
its  banks  beautifully  fringed  with 
trees,  tiie  picturesque  bridge,  and 
the  ruins  of  another  bridge  destroyed 
by  its  inundations.  Within  the  scope 
of  this  view  appear  Juran96n,  a  vil- 
lage famed  for  its  wines,  and  Bilh^re^ 
where  Henri  IV.  was  nursed.  It 
is  a  glorious  prospect,  to  be  dwelt 
upon  and  seen  over  and  over  again. 

Pau  OWN  its  chief  renown  to  its  hav- 
ing been  the  birth-place  of  the  <<  Bon 
Roi"  Henri  IV.,  who  drew  his  first 
breath  (Dec.  13,  1553)  in  its  an- 
cient, time-honoured,  historic  Castle, 
the  most  conspicuous  and  interesting 
building  in  the  town.  It  stands 
statelily  upon  the  ridge  above-men- 
tioned, overlooking  the  river  and 
bridge,  at  the  point  of  a  sort  of  pro- 
montory formed  by  a  small  rivulet 
which  cuts  its  way  through  the  town, 
and  behind  the  castle  walls  at  the 
bottom  of  a  deep  ravine,  to  throw, 
itself  into  the  Gave,  just  below  it. 
The  towers,  of  which  there  are  5, 
and  the  outer  wall  which  unites 
them,    and    serves    to    support   the 
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upper   stories,   are  the  oldest  part, 
and  supposed  to  date  from  the  time 
of  Gaston  Phoebus,  Comte  de  Foiz, 
who  founded  the  castle  about  1S63. 
The  tallest  tower,  or  Donjon^  named 
afier  Gaston,  rising  at  the  £.  end  to 
a  bdght  of  115  ft.,  is  of  brick,  fur- 
nished with  loopholes.    The  windows 
baye  been   stopped    up    in   modern 
times.     A  copy  of  the  contract  for 
erecting  it  (dated  1375)   still  exists, 
and  in  it  the  Count  himself  engages  to 
fcmiish  the  bricks  from  the  Tuileries 
de   F^u.     In  the  gutted  and  half- 
mined  Tour  de  la  Monnoye,  rising  on 
the  side  of  the  castle  next  the  river, 
from  the  bottom  of  the  eminence  on 
which  it  stands,  to  a  level  with  the 
terrace,   Margaret  de  Valois,   it  is 
sidd,  gave  an  asylum  to  Calvin  and 
other  persecuted  Reformers,  and  took 
great    delight  in  listening  to   their 
discourse  although  she  never  actu- 
ally abandoned  the  Roman  Catholic 
faith.      This  tradition,  however,  re- 
quires confirmation.     The  tower  was 
used  as  a  gaol  until  the  Restoration 
(1814).    The  little  oblong  court  yard 
of    the    castle    is    destitute    of   ar- 
chitectural beauty;  but  the  Tour  de 
Montauxet,  on  the  side  of  it,  contained, 
according    to    popular    belief,     the 
oubliettes.     It  is  about  80  ft.  high, 
and  its  walls,  to  a  height  of  40  ft., 
were  originally  destitute  of  any  open- 
ing, the  gate  at  the  bottom  having 
been  broken  through  in  179S,  when  the 
castle  was  sacked  and  despoiled  by  the 
Revolutionists.    It  stands  within,  and 
detached  from,  the  outer  wall  of  the 
castle,  ftom  which  a  small  drawbridge, 
thrown  over  the  gap,  gave  access  to 
it  through  a  little  door.     Within  the 
thickness  of  its  walls  7  or  8  confined 
dungeons  exist,  lighted  by  very  small 
apertures,  barred.     The  upper  story 
only  is  prorided  with  a  window,  look- 
ing  into  the  court,  and  with  a  fire- 
place.    Its  wall,  on  the  side  of  the 
court,  is  spotted  with  the  marks  of  the 
shot  fired   by  the   Biscayans,   when 
they  assaulted  the  castle  during  the 
troubles,    or    civil   wars   in    B^am 


(1569),  in  the  absence  of  Jeanne  de 
Navarre. 

Opposite  the  tower  of  Montauzet 
is  the  grand  staircase,  the  vaulting  of 
which,  divided  into  squares,  contains 
rich  carvings,  among  which  may  be 
observed  the  letters  H.  M.,  the  initials 
of  Henri  II.  of  Navarre  and  Mar- 
garet, the  grand  parents  of  Henri 
IV.,  by  whom  it  was  built.  The 
entire  restoration  of  the  interior,  now 
in  progress,  has  been  undertaken  by 
Louis  Philippe,  and  has  been  exe^ 
cuted  as  yet  with  very  good  taste  and 
splendour.  He  has  revived,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  ancient  decorations,  in- 
jured by  the  Revolutionists,  who  first 
stripped  and  ruined  thisancient  palace, 
and  then  degraded  it  to  a  barrack,  and 
has  replaced  those  which  they  de- 
stroyed by  others  as  far  as  possible  in 
accordance  with  the  age  and  style  of 
the  edifice.  The  walls  of  the  chief 
apartments  have  been  covered  with 
tapestry,  and  the  rooms  filled  with 
ancient  furniture  of  the  period,  col- 
lected at  vast  expense. 

In  an  apartment  on  the  first  floor 
is  preserved  a  most  interesting  relic—  , 
the  cradle  in  which  Henri  IV.  was 
rocked,  consisting  of  a  large  tortoise- 
shell,  inverted  and  suspended  by 
cords,  like  the  scale  of  a  balance.  It 
is  at  present  surmounted  by  a  trophy 
of  flags,  embroidered  by  the  Duchesse 
d*Angouleme,  the  staves  of  which 
serve  to  support  it.  When  the  castle 
was  sacked  in  1793  by  the  Republi- 
cans, bent  on  destroying  all  traces  of 
royalty,  they  would  certainly  not  have 
spared  this  ;  but,  luckily,  another 
tortoise-shell  was  substituted  in  its 
place,  which  was  broken,  and  burnt 
with  every  insult.  The  names  of  the 
parties  who  have  the  merit  of  pre- 
serving the  original  deserve  to  be  re- 
corded :  they  are  M.  D*£spalunge 
d'Arros,  commandant  of  the  castie, 
who  devised  the  pious  fhiud;  M. 
Beauregard,  the  possessor  of  a  collect 
tion  of  natural  history,  who  exchanged 
a  tortoise-shell  of  the  same  size  for  the 
cradle,  which  he  afterwards  conceuM 
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for  many  years  in  the  roof  of  his  bouse ; 
and  M.  Lamaignere,  concierge  of  the 
castle,  who,  at  great  risk,  conveyed 
away  the  true  cradle,  and  substituted 
the  false  in  its  place.  A  contempo- 
rary statue  of  Henri  IV.,  preserved 
here,  represents  him  leaning  on  his 
truncheon,  after  the  battle  of  Ivry ; 
it  has  little  merit  as  a  work  of  art. 
In  front  of  the  state  apartments  pro- 
jects a  balcony,  commanding  a  view 
of  the  chain  of  the  Pyrenees  un. 
surpassed  for  its  beauty.  In  the 
second  story  of  tho  castle,  in  the 
room  adjoining  the  I'our  de  Mazeres, 
in  the  S.  W.  comer,  Henri  IV.  was 
bom.  Here  his  venerable  grand- 
father, Henri  d*Albret,  taking  in  his 
arms  the  new  born  infant,  after  his 
lips  had  been  rubbed  with  garlic,  ac- 
cording to  the  custom  of  B^arn, 
poured  down  his  throat  some  drops 
of  Juran^on  wine,  the  best  which  the 
country  affords,  to  give  him  a  strong 
constitution  !  On  the  day  of  Henri's 
death,  in  1610,  tliere  is  a  tradition 
that  the  castle  was  struck  by  light- 
ning, which  broke  in  pieces  the  royal 
escutcheon  !  Jeanne  d*Albret  was 
also  born  in  the  castle,  1528.  It 
was  alternately  the  prison  of  Re- 
formers and  Romanists  during  the 
religious  wars  and  troubles  of  Beam  ; 
and  was  the  refuge  of  Theodore  Beza 
and  other  Protestant  teachers  whom 
Jeanne  de  Navarre  protected  from 
persecution. 

It  also  possesses  more  tragical  as- 
sociations, for  within  its  walls  eight 
Roman  Catholic  leaders  of  the  revolt 
against  Jeanne  de  Navarre,  captured 
at  Orthcz  by  the  Protestant  general 
Montgomery,  were  executed.  Ro- 
manist writers  assert  that  this  was 
done  in  contravention  of  a  solemn 
treaty,  which  engaged  to  spare  their 
lives  ;  and  add,  that  the  sufferers  were 
assassinated  at  a  banquet  to  which 
they  had  been  invited  in  token  of 
reconciliation.  The  annals  of  the 
troubles  in  Beam  are  a  sickening 
narrative  of  bloody  retaliations,  mur* 
ders,  massacres,  and  cruelties  perpe- 


trated by  both  parties ;  but  this  state- 
ment, resting  entirely  on  Romanist 
historians,  needs  con6rmation  !  Nor 
does  it  seem  necessary  to  resort  to  the 
treachery  of  a  banquet  to  destroy  men 
who  were  already  prisoners.  They 
were  put  to  death  as  rebels  on  St.  Bar- 
tholemew*s  day,  1569.  There  is  a 
tradition  that  Charles  IX.,  on  hearing 
of  it,  exclaimed  "he  would  cause  a 
second  St.  Bartholemew  in  expiation 
of  the  first." 

Among  the  costly  and  curious  ar- 
ticles of  old  fashioned  furniture  col- 
lected by  the  king  to  decorate  the 
castle,  and  restore  it  to  its  ancient 
splendour,  may  be  mentioned  the  bed 
in  the  chamber  a  coucher  du  Roi, 
said  to  be  that  of  Henri  IV. ;  it  is 
curiously  carved  with  medallion  heads 
of  the  kings  of  France  :  in  an  adjoin* 
ing  room  is  the  bed  of  Jeanne  d'AIbret, 
and  a  state  chair,  richly  carved,  bear- 
ing her  arms,  purchased  in  England 
by  Marshal  Soult,  and  presented  to 
Louis  Philippe.  The  chapel  has  been 
newly  fitted  up,  and  has  a  painte^d 
window  of  Sevres  glass.  The  apart- 
ment leading  to  it  contains  some 
magnificent  presents  made  by  the 
present  king  of  Sweden  to  the  town 
of  Pau,  his  birth-place.  They  con- 
sist of  vases  of  porphyry  of  large  size, 
superb  tables  of  various  kinds  of  por- 
phyry, conglomerate  &c.,  and  a  chim- 
ney-piece of  serpentine,  all  the  pro- 
duce of  Sweden,  and  of  great  value 
and  beauty. 

Bernadotte,  king  of  Sweden,  son 
of  a  poor  saddler  in  Pau,  was  born  in 
a  house  Rue  de  Tran,  No.  6,  He 
quitted  his  native  town,  1780,  as  a 
drummer  boy  in  the  Regiment  Royal 
de  la  Marine.  Some  of  his  relations 
still  remain  in  very  humble  situations 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

It  is  a  somewhat  remarkable  co- 
incidence, that  of  the  two  most  eminent 
men  and  sovereigns  who  first  drew 
breath  at  Pau,  the  one  abandoned  the 
Protestant  faith,  and  other  the  Roman 
Catholic,  in  order  to  secure  a  throne. 

The  low  ugly  church  of  ^/.  Martin 
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is  only  remarkable,  because  in  it 
Jeanne  d*Albret,  the  most  sagacious 
and  accomplished  princess  of  her  age, 
after  our  Elizabeth,  first  received  the 
communion  according  to  the  form  of 
the  Reformed  church,  on  Easter  day, 
1560.  Viret,  the  Reformer,  preached 
from  its  pulpit. 

A  Slatue  of  Henri  IV.  has  lately 
been  set  up  in  the  Place  Royale ;  the 
bas-reliefs  on  the  pedestal  represent 
events  of  his  life. 

The  College,  at  the  E.  end  of  the 
town  was  originally  a  convent  of  Bar- 
nabites,  founded  by  Henri  IV.,  after 
he  had  abandoned  the  faith  of  his 
mother,  in  order  to  conciliate  the  Ro- 
man Catholics. 

In  the  Maine  there  is  a  collection 
of  marbles  of  the  Pyrenees,  and  a 
picture,  by  Deveria,  of  the  birth  of 
Henri  IV. 

The  Po5(  aux  Lettres  adjoins  the 
prefecture,  where  is  deposited  a  very 
curious  collection  of  old  records, 
deeds,  &c.,  relating  to  the  ancient 
state  and  history  of  Bdarn,  includ- 
ing the  Fors  (fueros,  privileges,)  of 
B^arn  ;  autographs  of  its  most  illus- 
trious B^arnois  sovereigns,  and  a  list 
of  the  contributions  collected  in  B^arn 
towards  the  ransom  of  Francis  I.  from 
captivity. 

There  are  Hot  Baths  (for  1.5  sous) 
at  the  extremity  of  the  Place  Royale 
adjoining  the  Basse  Plante. 

There  is  a  Musie  devoted  chie6y 
to  the  natural  history  of  the  Pyrenees, 
above  the  new  Halle,  where  the  mar- 
kets are  held. 

The  town  of  Pau  in  itself  is  not 
very  handsome  or  remarkable.  Its 
chief  street  is  the  Rue  de  la  Prefec- 
ture, which,  on  market  days,  presents 
a  bustling  scene ;  here  are  the  chief 
shops,  such  as  they  are. 

Many  English,  as  before  observed, 
make  Pau  their  residence,  chiefly  for 
the  winter  months,  when  its  mild  and 
dry  climate,  and  the  stillness  of  at- 
mosphere peculiar  to  it,  are  a  great 
recommendation.  —  See  Sir  James 
Clarke's  excellent  work  on  Climate. 

France, 


Pau  has  been  greatly  resorted  to 
of  late  by  the  wealthy  Parisians  also ; 
good  houses  are  consequently  diflicult 
to  procure,  and  though  provisions  are 
cheap,  house  rent  is  enormously  high ; 
a  moderately  good  suite  of  apartments 
costs  more  than  a  similar  set  at  Paris. 
A  number  of  new  houses,  however, 
are  in  the  course  of  construction. 

A  new  Protestant  Church  has  been 
built  in  the  Rue  des  Cordeliers, 
mainly  by  means  of  the  aid  afforded 
by  the  handsome  contributions  of  the 
Duchess  of  Gordon.  It  is  unfortu- 
nate that  it  should  be  so  very  ugly  a 
building.  The  English  church  ser- 
vice is  performed  in  it  every  Sunday 
by  a  resident  clergyman. 

A  good  Circulating  lAbrary  of  Eng- 
lish and  French  books  is  kept  by 
Markkam,  a  respectable  English  book- 
seller, Place  de  Henri  IV.  (Place  de 
Gramont),  where  some  very  well-ex- 
ecuted views  of  the  Pyrenees  may  be 
purchased. 

Conveyances,  —  Diligences  daUy : 
to  Bordeaux  in  18  hours ;  to  Bayonne, 
9  hours ;  to  Bareges,  Luz,  and  Cau- 
terets,  12  hours;  to  Bagneres  de  Bi- 
gorre,  36  m. ;  to  Toulouse,  to  Oleron, 
in  S  hours;  to  Eaux  Bonnes  in  6 
hours. 

Commerce,  —  From  the  swine  reared 
near  this  and  at  Orthez  are  derived 
the  so-called  Jamboiis  de  Bayonne ;' 
they  are  said  to  owe  their  excellent 
flavour  to  the  abundance  of  acorns  in 
the  woods  where  tlie  swine  are  herded, 
and  to  the  salt  of  Salies  with  which 
they  are  cured.  There  is  a  considera- 
ble manufacture  of  chequered  hand- 
kerchiefs   here. 

Baggage  may  be  transmitted  from 
this  to  Toulouse,  or  vice  versa,  by  the 
house  of  Turettes  et  Comp.,  com- 
missionaires, or  at  a  somewhat  higher 
cost  by  the  diligence. 

Pau,  situated  at  the  termination  of 
the  plain,  and  at  the  roots  of  the 
Pyrenees,  is  excellent  head-quarters 
for  travellers  intending  to  explore 
those  mountains  and  the  valleys  which 
penetrate    into  their   recesses.      Of 
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these,  no  one  surpasses  in  beauty  of 
scenery  the  ValcTOssaUf  which  opens 
out  to  the  S.,  immediately  in  front  of 
Pau,  and  terminates  in  the  magnificent 
Pic  du  Midi  de  Pau. 

The  excursion  to  Eaux  Chaudes 
and  £aux  Bonnes,  about  26  m.  dis- 
tant, situated  at  the  head  of  the  val- 
ley of  Ossau,  near  the  base  of  the 
Pic,  are  described  in  Route  83.  ; 
that  to  the  Val  d*Aspe  in  Route  82. 

The  church  of  Ste.  Foi  at  Morlaas, 
6  m.  N.  E.,  is  said  to  be  interesting. 

Lascar,  the  antiquated  town,  4  m., 
and  Bilh^re,  1  m.,  where  Henri  IV. 
was  nursed,  are  mentioned  in  Route 
78. 

Cauterets  is  about  45  m.,  and  Bag- 
nerea  de  Bigorre  36  m.,  from  Pau 
(Route  85.). 

ROUTE  82. 

WIU  ,TO     THE     SPANISH      FRONTIER,  BT 
OLERON  AND  THE  VAL  d'aSPE. 

^  84  kilom.  =  52  Eng.  m. 
[  A  post  road  as  far  as  Urdos. 

X>Uigences  daily  to  Oleron  in  3 
hours.  The  road  has  been  greatly 
improved  on  the  side  of  France,  with 
the  design  of  making  it  a  highway  to 
Madrid. 

The  road  as  far  as  Gan  is  the  same 
asR.  83. ;  beyond  that  place  it  crosses 
the  hills  to 

16  La  Grave. 

16  Oleron.  (Inns:  H.  Condesse; 
good ;  dinner  3  fr. :  Foste ;  H.  des 
Yoyageurs,  cbez  Lustalot.)  This  is  a 
large  and  prosperous  manu&cturing 
town  of  6,500  inhabitants,  on  the  Gave 
d'Oleron,  formed  by  the  junction  at 
this  spot  of  the  Gaves  d*Ossau  and 
d' Aspe.  The  oldest  part  of  the  town 
occupies  the  summit  of  the  hill  and 
includes  the  church.  A  lofty  stone 
bridge  thrown  across  the  stream 
unites  Oleron  with  the  suburb  St. 
Marie,  containing  3,400  inhabitants. 
Its  church  is  profusely  ornamented, 
though  not  in  good  taste,  and  its 
aqicristy  contains  some  costly  priests' 


vestments.    At  the  side  of  the  Gave  is' 
the  new  Seminaire. 

The  objects  manufactured  here  are 
the  chequered  handkerchiefs,  so  much* 
in  vogue  as  a  head-dress  among  the 
peasantry  of  Arragon  and  Gascony, . 
and  also  the  berrets  worn  by  the  B^ar- 
nais.  There  is  some  trade  in  Spanish 
wool. 

Diligences  go  in  summer  to  Emix 
Chaudes  and  Boiuies  (R.  83.),  and 
to  Urdos. 

The  Vol  d'AspCj  at  the  mouth 
of  which  Oleron  stands,  contains' 
scenery  of  great  beauty,  though  it 
wants  the  boldness  of  many  other  val* 
leys  in  the  Pyrenees.  A  gradual  as- 
cent along  a  good  road  leads  vp  it» 
following  the  course  of  the  stream. 
At  Asaspe  the  traveller  has  entered 
the  Basque  country  and  is  already 
in  the  heart  of  the  mountains.  The 
Gave  is  crossed  at  Escot,  pear  which 
a  Latin  inscription,  cut  in  the  rock  by 
the  wayside,  commemorates  the  finft 
making  of  this  road  by  the  Romans, 
under  one  Valerius,  and  twice  more- 
before  reaching 

17    B^ous,    last    post    town   in 
France,  1200  inhabitants;  it  has  a  to- 
lerable but  dirty  inn.      Here  the  vale- 
swells  out  into  a  basin  shape.     In  the; 
neighbouring  village  of  Osse  there  is, 
a  Protestant  community  of  30  fami- 
lies, who  have  preserved  their  faith  in 
the  midst  of  Roman  Catholics. 

An    ObeUsk  of  marble    has  been 
reared  near  the  village  of  Accous  (  Aspa  - 
Luca)  to  the  memory  of   Despour- 
rins,  the   poet  of   the   Pyrenees  — 
their  Bums,  who  was  born  here. 

Grand  defiles  succeed  to  this  basin ; 
and  in  the  midst  the  Pont  d*£s^uil, 
a  bold  antique  arch,  forms  a  fine  ob- 
ject. Above  Accous,  the  new  road 
has'been  blasted  out  of  the  rock.  After 
passing  the  villages  of  Aigun  and  £t- 
saut,  we  reach  a  grand,  rocky  defile  afc 
the  ruined  fort  Portalet,  wUch  enatf 
entirely  barred  the  passage  up  and 
down  the  valley :  it  was  destroyed  by* 
the  Spaniards.  Near  this,  Buona- 
parte  cauaed  «  road  to  be  formed  at 
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■vast  expense,  partly  by  excavating  a 
shelf  out  of  the  face  of  the  vertical 
precipice,  partly  by  building  up  ter- 
races of  masonry,  for  the  conveyance 
of  timber  for  ship  building  from  the 
neighbouring  forests. 

Urdos,  a  poor  village  of  300  inhab., 
at  which  the  carriage  road  ends. 
•  11  Paillette  (no  post  horses)  is 
the  last  place  in  France.  The  journey 
into  Spain  as  far  as  Jaca  is  a  dis- 
tance of  SO  miles,  and  must  be  per- 
formed on  mules.  On  the  way,  10 
m.  short  of  Jaca  lies 

28  Campfranc,  a  village  about  equal 
Id  population  to  Urdos. 


ROUTE  88. 

PAU      TO     SAUX     BONNES      AND      EAUX 

CHAUDES. EXCURSION  TO   THE    PIC 

BU  MIDI  D*OSSAU,    AND  THE  SPANISH 
BATHS  OF  PENTICOUSA. 

42  kilom.  ^  26  Eng.  m.  to  Les 
'Eaux. 

Diligences  go  dally  from  June  to 
middle  of  Sept.  in  6  hours,  returning 
in  about  4  hours  j  very  slow. 

A  voiture  may  be  hired  at  Pau  for 
the  journey  at  the  rate  of  about'  25  Ar. 
The  road  is  very  good,  but  up  hill 
most  of  the  way.  For  those  who 
travel  only  in  carriages  it  leads  into  a 
€Ul  de  sac;  and  to  prosecute  their  jour- 
ney to  other  parts  of  the  Pyrenees, 
they  must  retrace  their  steps  nearly  to 
Pau. 

After  crossing  the  bridge  over  the 
^Gave  du  Pau,  the  village  of  Juran9on, 
distinguished  by  its  groves  of  fine 
oaks,  is  passed  on  the  rt.  ;  it  is  famed 
for  its  wine,  perhaps  the  best  grown 
an  the  Pyrenees.  The  vineyards 
producing  it  extend  along  the  slopes 
llrom  this  to  Gan.  One  of  the  houses 
neat'  the  road  was  occupied  for  many 
years  by  Lord  Elgin,  when  released 
from '  the  dungeons  of  Lourdes  by 
Kapoleon  as  prisoner  on  his  parole. 
The  well-wooded,  verdant,  sbady  val- 
ley, up  which  the  road  runi,  is  watered 


by  the  Ndez,  or  "Neiss,  a  clear  stream 
rushing    over    the    limestone    rocics, 
whose .  slaty  foliations,    crossing   the 
direction   of  its  current,  resemble   It 
flight  of  steps.     In  this  country  th6 
vines  are  either  trained  over  trellises^ 
upon  cross  bars  of  wood,  or  are  al- 
lowed to  climb  up  the  trees ;   whence 
their  long  tendrils  sweep  down  over 
the  hedges;  the  box  tree  flourishes, 
and  would  attain  great  size  were  it 
not  constantly  cropped.     At  the  viU 
lage   of  Gan    on   the  1.  also  locally 
famous  for  its  wines,  is  seen  an  old 
castellated    house,     in    which    Pierce 
Marca,  the  historian  of    B^am  and 
Archbishop  of  Paris,  was  born  1594^ 
The  front  towards  the  court  is  said  to 
possess   some    architectural    interest. 
Here  the  road  to  Oleron   (R.  82.'} 
turns  to  the  rt    Above-  E^b^nac  rises 
its  chateau  on  &  hillock,  and!  a  little 
beyond,  on  the  1.,  the  copious  source 
of  the  Neiss  bursts  out  of  the  rock. 
A  long  and  toilsome  ascent  leads  up 
to  the  village  of  S^vignac,  situated 
on  the  top  of  the  ridge  separating  the 
Neiss  and  other  streams  flowing  into 
the  Gave  de  Pau  from  the  tributari^  of 
the  Gave   d' Oleron,   flowing  out  of 
the  Val  d*Ossau,  which  we  now  entev. 
It  here  expands  into  the  form  of  a 
basin,  round  which  tlie  Gave  taikes  a 
wide  turo,  passing  by  the  village  of 
Arudy.     In  descending  the  wooded 
slope  from  S^vignac,  several  glimpses 
are  afiforded  of  the  Pic  du  Midi  d'Oo- 
sau,    a  grand  object;    but  neac  the 
bottom  of  the  hill,  and  as  far  as  the 
Pont  de  Louvie,  his  cleft  crest  and 
precipitous  cone  appear  in  full  miyesty, 
filHng  up  the  vista  at  th^  extremity  oT 
the  Val  d'Ossau.     This  is  a  magni- 
ficent  view  on  a  clear  day,  and  in  ai^ 
vancing  up  the  valley  it  is  soon  lost. 
Rocks  arid  precipices  of  limestone  now 
line  the  road,  which  is  partly  cut  out 
of  them.     On  tiieir  smooth  snrface, 
or  in  their  narrow  chinks,  the  box  de* 
iigllb'to  fix  itself.     They  ftimish  the 
slabs  of  black  and  grey  marble  with 
whioh  th^  door-posts  and  lintels  of 
#Y»n  the  humblest  cottage  are  hera 
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adorned.  Tlie  Gave  d*Ossau  is  crossed 
at  the  end  of  the  yillage  of 

27  Lou  vie  Juzon,  and  here  also 
the  road  from  Oleron  (Route  82.) 
to  Les  Eaux  falls  in,  at  the  Hotel 
des  Pyrenees,  at  the  end  of  the  bridge. 
The  great  transverse  Val  (TOsgau, 
which  we  are  now  about  to  ascend, 
and  in  which  the  Eaux  are  situated, 
is  one  of  the  most  interesting  among 
tlie  Pyrenees  for  its  picturesque  beau- 
ties, and  fur  the  people  who  inhabit 
it  They  still  retain  much  of  their 
ancient  customs  and  costumes.  The 
women  are  distinguished  by  the  scarlet 
capuletf  a  sort  of  monk's  hood,  serving 
at  once  for  bonnet  and  shawl,  descend- 
ing as  far  as  the  shoulders.  Whether 
sitting  or  walking,  and  even  when 
carrying  burthens  on  the  head,  the 
spindle  and  distaff  are  never  out  of 
their  hands.  They  are  inferior  in 
atature  and  features  to  the  men,  which 
jnay  perhaps  be  owing  to  the  hard 
and  unfeminine  labours  which  devolve 
upon  them  ;  it  is  common  to  see  them 
holding  the  plough,  and  carrying 
sacks  of  manure  on  their  heads,  or 
spreading  it  over  the  land.  The  men, 
however,  are  not  idle ;  they  are  absent 
on  the  high  mountain  pastures  tending 
their  flocks  and  herds,  or  following 
•the  hardy  trade  of  wood-cutters  and 
charcoal  burners  a  great  part  of  the 
year. 

The  men  are  chiefly  distinguished 
by  the  wide  cloth  cap  or  berret,  pro- 
perly and  most  commonly  of  brown 
colour,  which  overhanging  the  brow 
and  assuming  very  picturesque  folds, 
sits  very  becomingly  on  a  head  of  hair 
allowed  to  grow  thick  and  of  even 
length  all  round  the  neck,  but  cut] short 
in  front.  They  wear  short  jackets  and 
knee  breeches,  also  brown,  the  colour 
of  the  undyed  wool  of  the  sheep,  and 
round  the  waist  a  brilliant  red  sash  of 
silk  or  woollen  is  tied.  To  defend 
them  from  rain  or  cold,  they  carry 
the  white  or  brown  capa,  wl  ich  re- 
sembles' a  sack,  unseamed  on  one  side, 
pulled  over  the  head.  An  artist 
would  find  many  good  subjects  among 


them,  very  picturesque  countenances, 
such  as  are  seen  in  pictures  of  Van 
Eyck  and  Albert  Durer. 

The  mountains  around  the  valley 
abound  in  izards  (chamois),  which 
are  sometimes  met  with  in  troops  of 
40  or  50.  The  chasse  aux  izards  is 
a  common  amusement  of  visitors  at 
the  baths,  under  the  guidance  of  ex- 
perienced huntsmen,  of  whom  there 
is  no  lack.  The  haunts  most  fre- 
quented by  the  izard,  in  this  district, 
are  the  Pics  d'Arcizet,  de  Gazie,  and 
de  Sesque. 

Bears,  though  less  common,  are 
sometimes  killed.  '*  While  at  the  Eaux 
Bonnes,  we  were  roused  by  several 
musket-shots  discharged  close  to  the 
baths,  and  on  running  out  to  ascertain 
the  cause,  were  met  by  a  curious  proces- 
sion, a  young  ass  dressed  up  in  the  skin 
of  a  bear  which  had  been  just  killed  on 
the  mountains,  led  in  by  the  successful 
huntsmen.  Their  tall  athletic  forms^ 
dressed  all  in  brown,  from  the  berret 
to  the  stockings,  armed  with  their 
guns  and  woodman's  axes,  had  a  pic- 
turesque appearance.  The  poor  ass 
was  sadly  impeded  in  walking  by  th» 
bear's  paws,  which  dangled  about  his 
boofs,  and  by  the  bear's  head-piece, 
which  compressed  most  uncomfortably 
his  long  ears.  The  bear  had  slain  the 
night  before  ten  sheep,  and  had  eaten 
two ;  he  fell  pierced  with  bullets,  one 
entering  precisely  in  the  centre  of  the 
forehead." — Journal,  1841. 

Flocks  of  sheep  form  the  chief 
wealth  of  this  valley ;  but  as  they  are 
led  up  to  the  mountains  in  April,  and 
do  not  return  till  the  end  of  summer, 
they  are  little  seen,  except  by  those 
who  traverse  the  high  mountains.  They 
are  guarded  by  a  remarkable  breed  of 
dogs  of  large  size,  very  courageous, 
whose  duty  is  less  to  drive  the  flock, 
as  the  shepherd's  dog  of  England  and 
Scotland,  than  to  protect  it  from  the 
wolf  and  bear. 

The  rustic  fetes,  dances,  &c.  still 
kept  up  in  some  parts  of  the  Val 
d'Ossau,  especially  at  Larruns  (Aug. 
15.),  are  well  worth  seeing,  as  they 
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collect  some  of  the  finest  specimens 
of  the  men  of  the  valley,  and  of  its 
primitive  costumes.  They  have  a  pe- 
culiar musical  instrument  called  fam- 
buritiy  a  lyre  or  zithem  of  6  strings, 
struck  with  a  stick  by  one  hand,  while 
the  other  holds  the  rustic  mountain 
flageolet ;  it  thus  corresponds  in  sim- 
plicity  and  mode  of  playing  to  the  old 
English  tabour  and  pipe. 

The  part  of  the  valley  which  we 
first  enter  is  shut  in  by  lofty  moun- 
tains of  bold  forms  and  steep  sides, 
separated  by  a  plain  of  considerable 
breadth,  through  which  winds  the 
torrent,  and  it  is  scattered  over  with 
numerous  villages.  It  is  cultivated 
in  patches  to  a  considerable  height, 
and  covered  below  with  large  fields 
of  maize,  or  with  meadows  deriving 
their  bright  verdure  from  well-ma- 
naged irrigation,  and  producing,  by 
means  of  it,  three  crops  of  hay  in  a 
year. 

Within  a  mile  of  Louvie  you  pass, 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Gave, 
the  ruins  of  Castel  Jaloux,  or  Geloz, 
occupying  the  top  of  one  of  two  little 
hillocks  ;  the  other,  also  anciently  en- 
closed within  its  ramparts,  is  now 
crowned  by  a  small  chapel.  This 
stronghold  was  the  key  of  the  Val 
d*Ossau,  and  residence  of  its  viscounts 
in  early  times,  while  the  valley  formed 
a  separate  state,  independent  of  B^rn. 

In  the  church  of  the  village  of 
Bielle,  the  finest  in  the  valley  in  the 
pointed  style,  are  four  columns  of 
marble,  which,  it  is  said,  were  so 
much  admired  by  Henri  IV.,  that  he 
begged  them  of  the  inhabitants,  but 
was  met  with  this  ingenious  reply  in 
the  negative,  *<Nos  cceurs  et  nos 
biens  sont  a  vous,  disposez  en  k  votre 
volont6;  quant  auK  colonnes,  elles 
appartiennent  a  Dieu,  entendez-vous 
en  avec  lui."  The  pillars  themselves 
seem  too  poor  to  have  excited  the 
admiration  of  the  king,  but  it  was  pro- 
bably in  the  days  of  his  boyhood,  when 
wandering  among  his  native  moun- 
tains, that  they  struck  his  fancy. 

A  little  before  reaching  the  village 


of  Laruns,  one  of  the  most  consider- 
able in  the  valley,  a  snow-white  gash 
or  scar,  high  up  on  the  mountain  side 
to  the  1.,  marks  the  situation  of  the 
whUe  marble  quarry  of  Louvie  Sou- 
biron,  producing  a  stone  well  adapted 
for  the  sculptor's  purpose.  It  has 
been  employed  at  Paris  for  the  statues 
in  the  Place  de  la  Concorde,  and  for 
the  bas-reliefs  on  the  outside  of  the 
Madeleine,  It  is  harder  than  that  of 
Carrara,  but  is  sometimes  traversed 
by  grey  veins. 

•  The  situation  of  Laruns,  encircled 
by  high  peaks  and  ridges,  which  im» 
pend  on  all  sides  above  it,  is  very 
striking ;  among  them  the  more  dis- 
tant Pic  de  Gers  raises  his  conspicuous 
head.  The  CAurcA  appears  originally 
to  have  had  no  windows  much  larger 
than  loop-holes,  though  wide  ones 
have  been  broken  through  in  modem 
times :  its  font  or  bdnitier,  of  the  white 
marble  mentioned  above,  is  carved 
outside  in  the  fashion  of  a  basket,  and 
within  bears  the  inappropriate  figures 
of  mermaids. 

On  issuing  out  of  Laruns  you 
might  suppose  that  you  had  arrived 
at  the  termination  of  the  valley,  so 
completely  is  it  blocked  up  by  the  mass 
of  the  mountain  Hourat ;  but  after 
crossing  the  furious  and  injurious 
winter  torrent,  the  Larienz^,  and 
reaching  the  mountain  foot,  two  roads 
are  found  to  diverge ;  that  on  the  1. 
to  Eaux  Bonnes  (seep.  296.),  that 
on  the  rt.  to  Eaux  Chaudes,  both 
places  being  equally  distant  (4  kilom. 
«■  2}£ng.  m.)  from  this  spot. 

The  road  to  Les  Eaux  Chaudes  is 
carried  up  the  mountain  at  an  angle 
so  steep  as  to  render  caution  neces- 
sary in  ascending  and  descending  it 
with  a  carriage.  At  the  top  of  this 
abrupt  slope,  the  shoulder  of  the 
mountain,  which,  as  it  were,  laps  over» 
and  conceals  from  the  view  of  those 
below  the  upper  part  of  the  Val  d*Os- 
sau ,  has  been  cut  down,  and  scooped 
out,  by  the  aid  of  the  auger  and 
of  gunpowder,  into  a  notch,  barely 
wide  enough  to  allow  2  carriages  to 
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A  cold  gust  Qf  air  constant- 
ly traverses  this  gloomy  recess,  the 
portal  of  the  valley ;  but  after  pass- 
ing it,  a  sudden  change  of  scene 
takes  place.  Before  you  opens  out 
4  lofty  ravine  or  defile  of  moun- 
t^ns,  almost  precipitous,  rising  from 
1000  to  1500  feet  above  your  head, 
and  approaching  so  close  to  one 
another,  at  their  base,  as  to  leave 
no  room  for  culture  or  meadow,  only 
space  for  the  torrent.  Below  the 
road,  which  now,  resuming  a  gentle 
slope,  continues  for  8  m.  as  good 
and  broad  as  an  English  post  road, 
the  torrent,  here  called  Gave  de 
Gabas,  roars,  chafes,  and  tumbles 
from  rock  to  rock,  boring  the  lime- 
stone, by  its  whirlpools,  into  cauldrons 
and  pits.  The  deep  fissure^  at  the 
bottom  of  which  it  takes  its  course, 
Is  well  seen  near  the  bridge,  which 
transfers  the  road  from  i  is  1.  to  its  rt. 
bank.  From  this  point  the  river 
forc^  its  way  out  into  the  lower  Val 
d'Ossau,  through  a  remarkable  gorge 
walled  in  by  precipices  on  either 
sidC)  which  has  hithertc^  bid  defiance 
tp  the  passage  of  any  road,  and  ren- 
dered necessary  the  steep  ascent  of 
tbe  Hourat ;  it  is  quite  inaccessible  for 
man  or  beast.  Its  outlet  is  seen  on 
tlie  road  to  the  Eaux  Bonnes. 

A  project  has  been  formed  to  carry  - 
the  road  from  Pau  to  Eaux,Chaudes, 
directly  through  this  gorge  into  the 
yalley,  and  thus  avoid  the  steep  and 
awkward  ascent  and  descent  of  the 
Hourat ;  but  as  it  would  require  to 
be  blasted  out  of  the  rock,  the  great 
expense  has  hitherto  prevented  its  ex- 
ecution. 

.  The  approach  to  the  Eaux  Chaudes 
Ifi  grand ;  the  height  and  steepness  of 
^e  mountains,  now  robed  from  top 
to  bottom  in  box  bushes,  now  starting 
QUt  in  lofty  precipices  of  bare  lime- 
stone^ scarred  by  the  course  of  tor- 
rents, which  at  times  descend  in  long 
falls,  like  white  ribbons,  from  their 
l^rows,  and  the  variety  imparted  to  the 
Toad  by  the  projecting  shoulders, 
round  which  it  winds,  give  much  in- 


terest to  this  part  of  the  journey.  At 
length  the  last  projection  is  doubled,^ 
and  a  view  opens  of  the  group  of 
houses  called 

17  Eaux  Chaudes, —  Inns:  H.  des 
Pyrenees  (Chez  Longa),  the  best; 
but  rather  a  barrack,  in  external  and 
internal  aspect,  than  an  hotel.  It  is 
entered  by  the  upper  story ;  the  rest  of 
the  building  lies  below  the  level  of 
the  road,  and  is  traversed  by  long 
dark  corridors ;  while  in  a  vault  below 
it  are  set  up  the  booths  of  itinerant 
vendors  of  goods,  as  well  as  the  Baths. 
There  is  a  traiteur  attached  to  the 
house,  as  well  as  to  Baudot's  inn. 
Dinner  at  5;  table  d'hote  3  fr.  ; 
breakfast,  or  tea,  1  fr.  50  cents.  ;'beds, 
2  fr.  There  are  6  or  7  other  inns 
and  lodging-houses,  which  form  the 
bulk  of  the  place.  It  lies  wedged  in, 
as  it  were,  in  the  midst  of  the  long 
trough  of  the  valley,  between  lofty 
precipices,  towering  over  head,  and 
often  draped  with  clouds.  The  houses' 
are  founded  upon  granite,  which  here 
first  makes  its  appearance  jutting  up 
in  a  round  boss  behind  the  village.  In 
its  rise  it  has  considerably  elevated  the 
limestone  above  it,  as  may  be  per- 
ceived by  the  considerable  curve  in 
the  strata,  visible  on  the  face  of  the 
precipices  on  the  1.  bank,  opposite  the 
baths.  The  hot  springs  burst  forth 
out  of  the  granite,  close  to  the  junc- 
tion of  the  limestone.  This  pheno- 
menon of  the  outbreak  of  hot  sources 
near  the  points  of  contact  of  granitic 
or  trappean  rocks  is  of  frequent  occur- 
rence among  the  Alps  and  Pyrenees. 
In  spite  of  the  name,  Eaux  Chaudes, 
the  temperature  of  the  waters  is  not 
so  high  as  at  many  other  Pyrenean 
springs,  the  hottest  not  exceeding  95** 
.  Fahrenheit ;  and  one  of  them  is  cold. 
The  principal  sources  are  Lou  Rey 
(le  Roi),  named  from  Henri  IV.,  a 
frequent  visitor,  93°,  and  L'  Esqui- 
rette,  95^,  the  most  sought  after,  and 
most  highly  mineralised.  The  waters 
are  sulphureous,  and  are  supplied 
from  6  springs,  S  of  which,  used  for 
bathing,  are  conveyed  into  Longa's 
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iwth-bousej  and  to  a  separate  estab- 
lishment  at  the  end  of  the  village. 
The  others  are   used  for  drinking. 
At  present  they  burst  out  from  the 
rock  into  rude  little  basins,  whither 
invalids  resort   to  fill   their  glasses, 
without  the  shelter  of  a  pump-room, 
or  the  aid  of  a  Hebe  to  fill  it  for  them. 
A  handsome  Etablissement  des  Bains, 
however,  to  include  pump-room,  pro* 
fetienade  and  baths,  chambers  for  the 
resident  physician,  and  some  sets  of 
rooms  for  guests,  has  been  begun,  on 
the  platform  of  rock  below  Longa*s 
h6tel,  and  will  be  finished,  it  is  caU 
culated,  in  1846.     Into  it  the  waters 
of  3  of    the    springs  will   be   con- 
ducted.    The  existing  baths  are  not 
particularly    inviting.       This     new 
building    will   be  furnished   with  B 
baths,  besides  douches.     At  present 
the  Eaux  Chaudes  contains  neither 
billiard^oom,  cafe,  nor  reading  .room 
(though  these  will  probably  be  in«> 
eluded  in  the  new  etablissement),  and 
the  £aux  Chaudes  baths  are  resorted 
to,  either  by  the  real  invalid  in  search 
of  health,  or  the  passing  traveller,  at- 
tracted by  the    beauties  of  nature. 
The  village,    indeed,,  with    its    low 
houses,  and  its  little  narrow  platforms 
serving  as  promenades,  has  a  triste  air. 
There  is,    however,   at   least  one 
very  interesting  excursion  to  be  made 
from  this,  viz.  to  Gabas  nnd  the  Picdu 
Midi  d'Ossau,     Horses  may  be  hired 
at  3  fr.  to  4  fr.  for  the  day  ;  guides  4  fr. 
The  valley  of  Ossau  is  a  frequented 
passage  between   France  and  Spain, 
along  which  15,000  mules  pass  an- 
nually.     Its    scenery,    above    Eaux 
Chaudes,  is  far  grander  and  more  va- 
ried in  its  mountain  outlines  and  ve~ 
getation  than  below ;  and  the  whole 
range  of  the  Pyrenees  presents  few 
more  interesting   rides  than  that   to 
Gabas  (6  m. ).     The  fine  near  view 
obtained,  in  proceeding  thither,  of  the 
jPic  du  Midi,  which  is  out  of  sight  at 
Baux  Chaudes,  would  alone  well  re- 
pay the  trouble.    About  2  m.  beyond 
£aux  Chaudes,  the  Gave  is  crossed  by 
a  bridge  of  wood,  called  Poni  d'Enfer, 


above  which,  on  the  rt.,  a  small  cm* 
cade,  named  from  the  neighbouring^ 
but  elevated  hamlet  of  Goust,  de* 
scends  the  mountain.  In  this  portion 
of  the  valley,  the  limestone  has  en* 
tirely  given  place  to  granite,  which 
forms  the  substance  of  the  mountains^ 
and  the  vegetation  which  covers  them 
is  of  a  beauty  and  variety  unrivalled. 
It  is  at  this  point  that  we  pass  into 
the  xone  of  fir  trees ;  whose  dark  6\e% 
covering  the  mountain  tops,  descend 
half-way,  mixing  like  mourners  in 
the  crowd  of  trees  of  lighter  foliage ; 
birch,  beech,  hazel,  alder,  and  oak^ 
which  rise  from  amidst  an  under<* 
growth  of  box,  mixed  with  a  wonderfol 
profusion  of  wild  fiowers.  At  times 
the  road  mounts  to  a  great  height 
above  the  torrent;  and  there  is  a 
fearful  pleasure  in  looking  down,  over 
the  tree  tops,  upon  It,  writhing,  strwg'* 
gling,  and  serpentining  in  the  dark 
depths  below.  The  6rs  in  the  forest! 
around  were  formerly  sent  to  Bayi^ 
onne,  to  supply  timber  for  the  French 
navy,  being  hurled  down  the  steep 
mountain  sides,  and  floated  down  into 
the  Gave  d'CMeron. 

Gabas  is  a  poor  hamlet,  the  last  in 
France,  having  a  small  cabaret  which 
will  furnish  a  very  tolerable  dinner  to  a 
sharp  appetite,  and  where  Spanish  wine 
may  sometimes  be  had  good.  At  the 
extremity  of  the  hamlet  is  the  French 
Douane.  Hence  the  fine  view  of  the 
forked  summit  of  the  Pic  du  Midi 
is  obtained.  From  this  point  also  the 
ascerU  of  the  Pic  du  Midi  is  made, 
following  the  right-hand  branch  of 
the  valley  above  Gabas.  It  takes 
three  hours  passing  the  Cabanes  de 
Magne-Baigne  to  reach  the  Cr^te  de 
Pombie  at  the  base  of  the  peak  itself, 
which  is  of  granite,  very  steep,  and 
takes  If  to  2  hours  to  surmount. 

Should  the  traveller  be  disposed  to 
take  a  peep  at  Spain,  he  may  go  from 
Les  Eaux  Chaudes  to  Penticousa,  an 
Arragonese  watering-place. 

The  carriage-road  up  the  valley 
terminates  at  Gabas.  There  is  a  steep 
mule^path  turning  to  the  rt.  which 
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leads  to  the  Plateau  of  Bioux  Ardques, 
which  commands  so  grand  a  view  of 
the  Pic  du  Midi,  that  Lady  Chatter- 
ton  says  it  is  worth  while  to  come  all 
the  way  from  England  to  enjoy  it 
alone.  It  is  only  Ij  hour  from 
Gabas.  The  mule>path  turning  to 
the  1.  from|  that  place,  on  the  W.  side 
of  the  mountain,  leads  into  Spain  past 
the  solitary  house  called  Case  de 
Broussette,  the  last  in  France,  which 
will  furnish  only  yery  homely  fare, 
home-made  cheese  and  the  like,  so 
that  it  is  prudent  to  take  provisions. 
It  has  been  built  by  the  Government 
as  a  sort  of  refuge  or  hospice  half- 
way between  Gabas  and  Salients. 

The  passage  or  col,  called  Le  Port 
d*An^u,  is  an  hour's  walk  above  this ; 
a  mule  path  of  gradual  descent  leads 
from  it,  by  the  side  of  the  stream  of 
the  Gaiilago.  The  first  Spanish  vil- 
lage  is  reached  by  a  steep  descent, 
rather  difficult  for  horses  in  one  place, 
a  little  beyond  the  Custom  House, 
and  5  hours*  walk  below  the  Col.  It 
is  called  Salients  (  ?  Jallens)  ;  while 
the  horses  are  resting  here  you  may 
take  a  cup  of  excellent  chocolate  at 
the  Posada,  and  visit  the  little  church 
and  its  tr^sor.  The  village  of  Pen- 
ticousa  is  2  hours'  ride  hence ;  and  2 
hours  of  difficult  ascent  by  a  winding 
path  through  a  narrow  and  savage 
gorge,  called  El  Escular,  are  required 
to  reach  the  baths.  The  baths  consist 
of  4  or  5  large  buildings,  in  a  wild, 
romantic  situation,  at  a  height  of  more 
than  8000  ft.  above  the  sea  level,  in 
a  confined  hollow  basin  or  valley, 
half  of  which  is  occupied  by  a  lake 
surrounded  by  wild  mountains  of 
granite.  Penticousa  may  be  reached 
in  7  or  8  hours  from  £aux  Chaudes. 
The  inn  here  <  is  provided  with  a 
capital  cuisine  Fran9aise,  and  there  is 
a  daily  table  d'hote  during  the  season. 
Accommodation,  i.  e.  a  clean  room, 
may  be  had  at  the  house  of  Don  Jose 
Juan  Torla. 

The  Spanish  Val  de  Broto  is  one 
of  .the  few  remaining  haunts  of  the 
ibex  or  bouquetin.     It  is  reached  by 


pursuing  the  valley  of  the  Gallego 
downwards  through  a  fine  pass  as  far 
as  Briescas,  where  a  good  breakfast 
may  be  obtained  at  the  house  opposite 
the  Posada.  Hence  the'path  turns  up 
a  wild  glen  to  the  Col  de  Fablo,  and 
then  tiirough  several  villages  to  Torla 
in  the  Val  de  Broto,  12  hours'  walk 
from  Penticousa,  where  accommoda- 
tion may  be  had,  but  at  extortionate 
charges,  at  the  house  of  the  iutendant 
of  the  Douane. 

From  Penticousa*  to  Cauteretsisa 
journey  of  7  or  8  hours  on  foot,  and  a 
little  more  with  mules,  over  the  Col 
de  Marcadau,  one  of  the  most 
desolate  passes  in  the  range ;  traversed 
by  a  very  rough  mule  track,  indis- 
tinctly marked  in  the  rock.  It  is 
a  climb  of  3  hours  to  the  summit* 
passing  several  lakes  amidst  scenery 
oi  the  utmost  wildness  and  grandeur 
descending  upon  the  Pont  d'Espagne 
and  Lac  de  Gaube.  (R.  85.  p.  SOS.) 

One  of  the  first  sights  which  tra- 
vellers are  invited  to  see  at  Eauz 
Chaudes  is  the  Grotte  situated  in  the 
rock  on  the  1.  side  of  the  valley,  3} 
hours*  walk  above  the  baths. 


The  road  to  Eaux  Bonnes,  branch- 
ing oiT  to  the  1.  at  the  bifurcation 
beyond  Laruns,  crosses  the  Gave  de 
Gabas  by  a  bridge,  whence  there  is  a 
good  view  of  the  dark  and  narrow 
gorge,  through  which  that  stream 
issues  out  of  the  upper  valley  (see 
p.  294).  A  steep  ascent,  carried  up 
in  a  terrace  along  the  mountain  side, 
succeeds,  and  does  not  terminate  till 
the  road  reaches  Eaux  Bonnes.  On 
the  ].,  low  down,  lies  the  castle  of 
Espalunge,  and  higher  up,  on  the 
shoulder  of  a  mountain,  the  village 
d'Aas  looks  down  upon  our  road. 
The  stream  flowing  at  the  bottom  of 
the  valley  is  a  tributary  of  the  Gave 
d*Ossau,  called  the  Valentin.  At  the 
very  entrance  of  Eaux  Bonnes  a  nar- 
row, rocky  gully,  with  a  torrent  at  its 

*  More  precise  Information  Is  desired  by 
the  Editor  respecting  the  Routes  to  and  from 
FenUcousa. 
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bottom,  is  crossed  by  a  wooden  bridge. 
This  stream  is  the  contribution  sent 
forth  by  the  confined  nook  in  which 
Eaux  Bonnes  stands,  partitioned 
*off,  as  it  were,  from  the  vale  of 
the  Valentin  by  a  ridge  of  rock  of 
no  great  height,  and  concealed  from 
view  until  you  are  about  to  enter  it. 
Beyond  the  bridge  above  alluded 
to  is  the  fashionable  and  much-fre- 
quented watering  place 

1 7  Les  Eaux  Bonnes,  consisting  of  a 
street  of  rather  more  than  20  hotels 
and  lodging  houses,  of  large  dimen- 
sions and  many  stories,  which  would 
not  disgrace  a  German  watering  place, 
and  contrast  with  the  homely  low  build- 
ings of  Eaux  Chaudes.  One  side,  how- 
ever, of  the  street  is  still  incomplete ; 
the  other  is  occupied  by  a  miserable 
and  filthy  yard,  planted  with  a  few 
trees  and  hedges,  nicknamed  Jardin 
Anglais,  a  disgrace  to  the  name  and 
the  place.  The  village  is  cradled  in 
the  lap  of  the  mountains,  niched  in 
a  complete  cul  de  sac  with  precipices 
rising  all  around  close  to  the  houses, 
so  that  the  rock  has  been  blasted  in 
order  to  make  room  for  some  of  them. 

Above  these  cliffs,  to  the  S.E., 
towers  the  majestic  Pic  de  Gers,  the 
grand  feature  in  all  the  views  of  tKis 
neighbourhood,  while  nearly  due  £. 
rises  the  serrated  ridge  of  the  Col  de 
Torte. 

The  principal  Intu  are  Hotel  de 
France,  cbez  Caz^res;  La  Poste; 
Quatre  Nations ;  H6tel  de  TEurope. 

The  charges  are  high,  but  vary 
according  to  the  season  and  the 
throng  of  visitors;  but  owing  to  the 
extent  of  accommodation  and  the 
number  of  inns,  rooms  are  now  al- 
ways to  be  had.  Meals  are  sup- 
plied^even  in  the  hotel  by  traiteurs,  at 
the  rate  of  4  fr.  per  diem,  including 
breakfast  and  dinner,  at  table  d'hote; 
or  5  ft*  if  sent  into  the  visitor's  pri- 
vate apartments ;  children  2  fr.  10 
sous,  and  servants  3  fr.  The  season 
opens  in  June  and  lasts  till  October, 
being  at  its  height  in  July  and  August. 

There  are  4  or  5  springs  here  of  warm 


sulphurous  water,  stronger  than  those 
of  Eaux  Chaudes,  but  of  lower  temper- 
ature, the  hottest  not  exceeding  91^ 
Fahrenheit  The  principal  ones  rise 
at  the  foot  of  the  crag  called  Butte  du 
Tr^sor,  and  are  conducted  into  the 
Bath-house  at  the  extremity  of  the 
village.  The  water  of  one  source  is 
subjected  to  artificial  heating  to  fit  it 
for  baths.  The  cold  spriog  alone  is 
used  for  drinking.  The  waters  are 
considered  good  for  complaints  of  the 
lungs  and  chest,  and  very  efiScacious 
in  the  early  stages  of  consumption. 
Their  reputation  is  of  long  standing, 
for  the  B^mais  soldiers  of  Henri 
d'Albret,  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Favia,  repaired  hither  for  the  cure  of 
their  injuries,  and  first  gave  the  water 
the  name  of  Eau  d'Arquebusade. 

The  well- wooded  cliffs  around  have 
been  rendered  accessible  for  invalids 
by  zigzag  paths  and  terraces.  The 
summer-house  on  the  top  of  the  Butte 
du  Tresor  commands  a  view  of  Laruns 
and  the  Val  d'Ossau.  Other  paths 
lead  down  to  the  pretty  but  trifling 
waterfalls  of  the  Valentin.  The  finest 
fall  is  that  named  De  Gros  Hitre^ 
from  a  beech  tree  now  cut  down  about 
3  m.  distant.  Another  very  delight- 
ful walk  of  1^  hour,  at  first  under  the 
shade  of  the  beech  trees,  leads  to  the 
Fromenade  Jacqueminot,  so  called 
from  a  general  who  caused  it  to  be 
cut.  Tiience  there  is  a  way  through 
the  forest  of  Assouste  and  to  the  Col 
de  Gourzi,  which  leads  over  the  moun- 
tains to  Eaux  Chaudes;  but  though 
running  in  a  direct  line,  it  takes  twice 
as  much  time,  and  is  twice  as  difficult 
as  the  carriage  road  by  the  Hourat. 

There  is  a  mountain  path  from 
Eaux  Bonnes  scarcely  traced  in  some 
parts,  over  the  Col  de  Tories,  and 
under  the  Fie  de  Gabisos  ;  then  over  a 
second  ridge  to  Arrens,  and  down  the 
Val  d'Azun  to  Argelez.  (R.85.p.300.) 
By  means  of  it  the  pedestrian  may 
reach  Luz  or  Cauterets  in  the  shortest 
time,  avoiding  the  detour  by  Pau  and 
Lourdes  which  the  high  road  makes. 

Esterle  is  a  good  guide. 
o5  . 
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,  Persons  residing  at  Eaux  Bonnes 
should  not  omit  to  explore  the  Val 
4e  Gabas  above  Eaux  Chaudes,  with 
its  luxuriant  forests  and  its  noble  Pic 
du  Midi,  the  grandest  mountain  in 
this  district.  (Seep.  295.)  It  is  a 
drive  of  an  hour,  or  a  walk  of  2  to 
Eaux  Cbaudes  by  the  road. 

ROUTE  85. 

mX    FTKEVXES.  PAU    TO     LOI7EDK8, 

'     CAUTXaETS,  LUX,  ST.aAUyBUR. — GA- 
▼AENIE,     BAEB6B8,     AND    BAGMEEXS 

.    J>B  BIOOEEB,  UOVirrAlK  BOAS. ^XX- 

CUBSIONS  TO  THE  LAC  DE  GAVBE.  -— 
BeIcHE  OE  KOLAND  and  MONT 
niE»U.  -~  TUB  riC  DU  MIDI,  &C.  &C. 

A  daily  communication  by  dili- 
gences is  kept  up  in  summer  between 
9II  the  principal  watering  places  of 
Uie  Pyrenees. 

Dittancesfrom  Pau — to  Cauterets 
^8  kilom.  :s  42  Eng.m.  — to  Luz  and 
St.  Sauveur  71  kilojn.  s=  44£og.  m. 
«—  to  Bareges,  78  kilom.  =  48^  Eng. 
m.  —  to  B.  de  Bigorre. 

This  route  includes  some  of  the 
most  interesting  objects  and  places  in 
the  Pyrenees;  and  the  drive  from 
Lourdes  to  Luz  and  Cauterets  in 
particular  is  a  continued  succession  of 
the  most  beautiful  scenery. 

The  road  ascends  the  rt.  bank  of 
the  Gave  de  Fau,  through  a  plain  of 
considerable  width,  nearly  covered 
Tiith  maize,  and  passes  between  fes- 
tooned vines  slinging  their  tendrils 
between  the  apple  and  cherry  trees. 
One  village  rapidly  succeeds  another, 
but  they  contribute  little  to  the  cheer- 
fulness of  the  drive,  as  the  houses 
turn  their  backs  on  the  traveller,  whose 
gaze  is  met  by  dead  wails.  He  has 
however  something  more  interesting 
tojoccupy  his  attention  in  the  varying 
forms  of  the  mountains  which  he  is 
gradually  approaching.  But  there  is 
one  exception  in  the  village  of  (Hoar' 
vase,  where  the  Gave  is  crossed  by  a 
bold  arch  ;  for  its  old  tower  crowning 
a  mound  on  the  rt.  bank,  is  part  of 


the  castle  in  which  the  Bon  Henri  IV.' 
was  confided  from  his  early  years  to 
the  care  of  Susanne  de  Bourbon,  Ba* 
ronne  de  Missans,  and  by  the  wisdom 
of  his  mother  brought  up  in  the  rough  * 
fashion  of  the  peasants  of  his  native 
country,  dressed  like  them,  fed  like 
them,  sharing  in  their  sports,  and  tra- 
versing the  rugged  rocks  with  bare 
feet;  thus  acquiring  the  vigour  of 
body  and  strength  of  mind  which  en- 
abled him  to  surmount  In  after-life  so 
many  hardships,  dangers,  and  diffi- 
culties. Beside  the  ruin  a  mpdern 
chateau  has  been  built. 

The  feet  of  the  mountains  are  fairly 
gained  at 

24  Iiestelle.  (^Inn^  Poste.)  Just 
outside  of  this  village,  at  a  spot  where 
the  road  is  hemmed  in  between  a  fine 
wooded  hill  spotted  with  chapels  or 
stations  and  the  river,  which  Itself 
running  in  a  contracted  rocky  bed  is 
spanned  by  a  bold  arch  most  picf 
turesquely  draped  with  ivy,  stands  the 
Pilgrimage  Church  of  BStharram,  aii 
ugly  modern  building,  containing  a 
statue  of  the  Virgin  reported  to  have 
miraculous  powers,  which  attracts  a 
multitude  of  devotees  from  a  distance 
in  the  month  of  September.  Here 
also  is  a  Seminaire  for  the  education 
of  priests. 

Traversing  a  narrow  defile  again  on 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  Gave,  wl^ic^  is 
hemmed  in  between  barren  bracken- 
covered  hills,  we  pass  into  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Hautes  Pyrenees,  and 
from  ancient  B^rn  into  Bigorre, 
shortly  before  entering  the  little  manu- 
facturing town  of  St,  P^,  chiefly  in- 
habited by  nailors  who  obtain  iron 
from  the  forges  of  Asson,  and  by  comb 
makers  who  supply  the  Spanish  ladies 
with  combs  of  box- wood .  for  their 
hair.  It  has  a  curious  Romanesque 
church  with  apsidal  terminations,  and 
sculpture  over  the  door.  Much  roof'^ 
ing  slate  is  exported  hence. 

16  Lourdes. — /nm,  La  Poste  and 
H.  Lafittew 

Lourdes  consists  of  a  picturesque 
but    somewhat  gloomy-looking   hill 
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Iwty  seated  on  a  rock,  around  whicfa 
the  town  of  narrow  dirty  streets  and 
^babby  houses  group  themselves.  This 
Castle  was  once  the  key  of  the  valley 
of  Lavedan  or  of  the  Gave  de  Pau, 
commanding  the  4  roads  which  unite 
here  from  Tarhes,  Bagn^res,  Argeles, 
and  Pan.  It  is  reached  by  flights  of  stair 
jmmI  entered  by  a  small  drawbridge,and 
a  door  4  ft.  high  and  only  wide  enough 
for  one  person  to  squeeze  through ;  but 
not  being  strong  according  to  modem 
rales  of  art,  is  rather  of  use  as  a  bar- 
rack than  a  fortress.  ,  It  was  long  a 
state  prison,  and  in  1804  Lord  Elgin 
Was  incarceiated  within  it  by  Napoleon 
who  caused  him  to.be  seized  in  bis 
passage  through  France  from  Con- 
stantinople. Far  different  was  its  im- 
portance in  ancient  times;  it  was  held 
far  the  English  monarchs,  and  the 
Black  Prince  as  part  of  the  country  of 
Bigorre,  which  was  yielded  up  to  the 
SSnglisb  by  the  French  king  John  as 
part  of  his  ransom,  in  conformity  with 
the  treaty  of  Bretigny.  Froissart  gives 
a  very  long  account  of  its  varied  for- 
tunes, which  confers  much  interest  to 
diia  feudal  fortress  •>— for  all  who  are 
aoquainted  .  with  this  history.  He 
tells  us  that  when  the  Blade  Prince 
came  over  to  take  possession  of 
Aquitaine,  which  his  father  had  given 
iiim  to  hold  in  fief,  he  and.  his  prin«> 
cess,  while  on  a  visit  to  the  Comte 
d'Armagnac  at  Tarbes,  rode  over  to 
lioupdcs,  which  he  had  a  great  desire 
to  see.  He  was^reatly  pleased,  "as 
irell  with  the  strength  of  the  place  as 
with  its  situation  on  the  frontiers  of 
several  countries,  for  those  of  Lourdes 
can  averrnn  the  country  of  Arragon 
to  a  great  extent,  and  as  far  as  Bar- 
celona in  Catalonia."  The  Prince 
entrusted  the  command  of  it  to  a 
knight  of  B^m,  one  of  his  house- 
hold, in  whom  he  had  great  confi- 
dence, Sir  Peter  Arnaut,  to  guard  it 
well.  When  the  war  broke  out  with 
FVance,  he  held  it  fast,  and  assisted 
by  many  bold  adventurers,  made  re- 
peated incursions  through  Bigorre  and 
all  Laogaedoc^  sometimes  toadistance 


of  30  leagues.  **  In  their  march  out 
they  touched  notbxng,  but  on  their  re- 
turn all  things  were  seized,  and  some- 
times they  brought  with  them  so  many 
prisoners  and  such  quantities  of  cattle 
that  they  knew  not  how  to  ctispose  of 
or  lodge  them.  They  laid  under  con« 
tributions  the  whole  country  except 
the  territory  of  the  Comte  of  Foiz^ 
where  Uiey  dared  touch  nothing  with* 
out  paying  for  it.  Tarbes  was  kept 
in  great  fear,  and  was  obliged  to  en- 
ter into  a  composition  with  them.*'  In 
1369,  not  very  long  after  the  visit  of 
the  Black  Prince,  Lourdes  was  actu^ 
ally  attacked  by  the  French  army, 
commanded  by  the  Due  d*  Anjou,  and 
at  the  end  of- 16  days  the  town,  de* 
fended  only  by  a  palisade,  and  much 
injured  by  the  machines  which  the 
duke  brought  to  bear  against  it,  was 
won ;  but  the  enemy  made  no  impres- 
sion on  the  citadel  above,  which  bade 
defiance  for  six  weeks  longer  to  all 
efforts  to  take  it.  The  governor  re- 
mained true  to  his  oath  sworn  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales  to  guard  his  strong- 
hold, and  resisted  the  offer  of  a  large 
sum  from  the  Due  d' Anjou  to  deliver 
it  up.  Another  attempt  was  made  to 
induce  this  faithful  chatelain  to  be- 
tray his  trust,  by  Gaston  Phoebus,  who 
invited  him  to  his  castle  of  Orthes; 
Before  setting  out  however  Pierre 
Arnault  confided  his  stronghold  to  his 
brother  Jean,  who  took  the  same  oaths 
of  fidelity.  Gaston,  irritated  at  the 
steadfast  honesty  of  Arnault  in  refus- 
ing his  proposal  to  yield  up  the  castle, 
in  a  brutal  fit  of  rage  stabbed  him  in 
5  places  with  his  poignard  and  thrust 
him  into  a  dungeon  where  he  perished. 
The  atrocious  crime  availed  him  not ; 
for  Jean,  the  brother  of  his  victim, 
proved  as  trusty  a  governor  and  skiN 
Jul  a  captain  as  the  murdered  Pierre. 

The  whole  history  of  Lourdes  is 
admirably  told  by  Froissart,  from 
which  the  above  notices  have  been 
abridged. 

There  is  nothing  to  be  seen  here, 
but  the  artist-traveller  may  probably 
gctfi  sketch  of  the  castle  and  its  pie- 
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turesque  donjon.  The  sides  of  the 
valley  are  very  bare  and  uninviting 
near  this. 

The  direct  post  road  from  Pau  to 
Bagn^res  branches  off  from  Lourdes, 
whence  it  is  distant  21  kilom.  (R. 
85.) 

When  Lourdes  is  left  behind  we 
are  in  the  heart  of  the  mountains,  but 
the  valley  continues  for  some  time 
stern,  rocky,  bare ;  showing  marks  in 
its  gashed  sides  and  strewn  bottom  of 
the  fury  of  the  torrents. 

Here  and  there  a  feudal  hill  f<Mrt 
rises  upon  its  rocky  perch,  a  relic  of 
the  days  when  nearly  every  valley  of 
the  Pyrenees  was  the  scene  of  almost 
constant  border  warfare. 

This  unpromising  vestibule  how- 
ever leads  into  what  has  not  unjustly 
been  called  the  paradise  of  Argelez, 
where  the  valley  of  Lavedan  (for  so 
this  part  of  the  watercourse  of  the 
Gave  de  Pau  above  Lourdes  is  called) 
expands  into  a  wide  basin  renowned 
for  its  picturesque  beauty,  fertility, 
and  cultivation,  and  ranking  among 
the  finest  in  the  Pyrenees.  This 
altered  scene  expands  to  view  after 
passing  the  widely  conspicuous  dis- 
mantled tower  of  Vldalos,  which, 
rising  in  the  midst  of  the  valley  upon 
a  monticule,  conceals  the  village  and 
what  lies  behind  it. 

Rich  maize  crops  or  verdant  pas- 
tures occupy  the  bottom,  interspersed 
with  orchards  alternately  powdered 
with  blossom  or  laden  with  fruit,  wal- 
nut, fig-trees,  and  vines;  but  the  tilled 
land  extends  far  up  the  slopes,  and  the 
grand  mountains  around  are  clothed 
with  forests  of  noble  growth,  the 
whole  scattered  over  with  housea  and 
villages  which  adds  to  the  whole  the 
charm  of  much  cheerfulness.  In  the 
midst  of  this  lies  the  village  or  small 
town  of  Argelez.  (Inns :  —  H.  de  la 
Paix,  and  du  Commerce,  are  the 
best,  but  dirty).  It  is  dirty  and  insig- 
nificant in  itself  and  destitute  of  a 
good  inn,  but,  from  its  sheltered  situ- 
ation, enjoys  a  climate  where  winter 
tarries  so  short  a  while  that  its  pre- . 


sence  is  scarcely  perceived ;  where  die 
snow  flake  melts  as  soon  as  it  falls; 
and  spring  b^ins  when  the  valley 
above  and  below  is  buried  in  snow. 
In  summer  however  it  is  intensely  hot. 
It  is  precisely  in  the  midst  of  these 
beauties  of  nature  that  man  appears 
most  miserable :  the  malady  of  goitre 
and  cretinism  is  very  prevalent  about 
Argelez. 

The  Val  (TAzun,  opening  out  on 
the  W.  opposite  Argelez,  and  extend* 
ing  up  into  the  central  chain  between 
the  mountains  called  Pic  du  Midi 
d*Azun  and  Pic  de  Gabisos,  includes 
some  very  fine  scenery,  and  is  well 
worth  exploring.  A  path  leads  up  by 
Anzizans,  a  beautiful  spot,  to  Arrens, 
the  highest  village  (8  m.) ;  but  be- 
yond it  stands  the  pilgrimage  chapel 
of  N.  D.  de  Pouey  la  Hun,  a  most 
picturesque  building  on  a  pedestal  of 
rock  overlooking  the  valley.  From 
Arrens  a  mountain  path  runs  to  Eauz 
Bonnes  (R.  8.3.),  crossing  two  ridges, 
the  second  being  the  Col  de  Tortes. 

Beyond  Argelez  the  scanty  remains 
of  the  ancient  abbey  of  St.  Savin» 
now  sequestrated,  are  passed  high 
up  on  the  hill  to  our  right.  The  view 
from  the  convent  garden  is  most 
beautiful,  and  the  church,  said  to  be 
as  old  as  Charlemagne,  is  oery  cu* 
rious.  The  valley  of  Argelez  termi- 
nates at 

19  Pierrefitte.  — Jnn,  Poste.  This 
village,  whose  population  seem  to  live 
by  begging,  much  to  the  traveller's 
annoyance,  is  the  centre  from  which 
the  roads  to  Cauterets  and  to  Bareges 
separate :  it  is  seated  at  the  foot  of  a 
lofty  and  conspicuous  mountain,  which 
seems  to  block  up  the  passage^  and 
which,  in  fact,  gives  rise  to  2  minor 
valleys.  The  road  to  Luz,  Bareges,  and 
St.  Sauveur  (p.  305.)  runs  up  that  on 
the  I.,  and  the  way  to  Cauterets  is  on 
the  rt.  of  this  mountain.  The  highest 
point  of  the  ridge  dividing  the  valley  of 
Cauterets  from  that  of  Luz  is  named 
the  Pic  du  Midi  de  Viscos :  it  is  7030 
ft.  above  the  sea  level.  The  whole  way 
to  Cauterets   lies  through  a  narrow 
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gorge,  where  the  cheerful  beauty  of 
the  lower  valley  gives  place  to  savage 
grandeur.  A  new  and  good  carriage 
road,  which  took  4  years  to  complete, 
is  carried  through  it,  rising  immedi- 
ately behind  Fierrefitte,  before  it  pe- 
netrates into  the  defile,  in  well  con- 
trived  zigsEags,  either  elevated  on  ter- 
races of  masonry  or  cut  out  of  the 
hard  rock :  it  is  a  fine  work  of  engi- 
neering, not  inferior,  as  far  as  it  ex- 
tends, to  the  celebrated  roads  through 
and  over  the  Alps.  The  ascent  by  the 
old  road  was  both  difficult  and  dan- 
gerous; 4  horses  and  3  pair  of  oxen 
being  attached  to  a  carriage  to  drag  it 
up.  A  portion  of  the  old  way  remains, 
and  serves  as  a  short  cut  for  the  pe- 
destrian, whence  he  may  survey  to 
advantage  the  mouth  of  the  narrow 
gorge,  in  the  depths  of  which  the 
torrent  struggles  along.  It  is  a  rent 
burst  through  vertical  strata  of  slate, 
yet,  except  where  its  sides  are  ab- 
solutely perpendicular,  they  are  either 
carpeted  with  bright  patches  of  green 
meadow,  or  covered  with  trees  and 
brushwood,  among  which  the  hazel 
thrives.  At  a  short  distance  from  the 
mouth  of  the  gorge,  the  view,  looking 
back  upon  the  vale  of  Argelez,  is  pe- 
culiarly beautiful,  from  the  contrast 
of  rugged,  gloomy  wildness  in  the 
foreground,  with  the  sunny  richness 
beyond  of  groves,  pastures,  and  corn- 
fields. Near  the  middle  of  the  pass, 
which  longo  iniervaUo  may  recall  to 
the  Swiss  traveller  some  features  of  the 
Via  Mala,  the  road  surmounts  in  a 
series  of  graceful  curves  a  bed  of  lime- 
stone or  marble,  called  Butte  du 
hmofonf  which  stretches  across  the 
valley  like  a  dam.  Over  this  the  Gave 
tumbles  in  a  long  rapid,  which  frets 
its  waters  into  foam  as  white  as  snow, 
and  leaves  little  to  be  seen  of  its  na- 
tural hiMS  of  beryl  and  chrysoprase. 
To  this  succeeds  a  slight  opening- in 
the  valley,  and  a  tall  pointed  moun- 
tain  appears  at  its  extremity,  clad  in 
fir :  at  its  foot  lies  Cauterets ;  though 
intervening  hills  conceal  it  from  view 
until  you  are  close  upon  it. 


9  Cauterets. — Inns:  H.  de  France; 
Lion  d'Or,  comfortable  and  less  dear, 
&c. 

Tables  d'hote  are  not  the  fashion 
here ;  for  the  most  part  gentlemen  dine 
d  la  cartCf  and  families  are  supplied 
with  meals  in  their  rooms  by  a  traiteur. 
Cauterets,  though  in  a  spot  so  remote 
and  elevated  (2900  ft.  above  the  sea), 
with  savage  mountains  encircling  it 
in  an  amphitheatre,  and  overhanging 
its  roofs  with  their  peaks  and  pine 
forests,  has  a  perfectly  townish  air, 
with  an  octroi  at  its  entrance,  paved 
streets  of  inns  and  lodging-houses,  and 
in  the  centre  an  irregular  market  place. 
It  is  one  of  the  chief  Brunnen  of  the 
Pyrenees,  containing  nearly  1000  per* 
manent  inhabitants, — abounding  in 
agents,  guides,  horse-jobbers,  and  iti- 
nerant marchands,  who  beset  the  tra- 
veller the  moment  he  sets  foot  within 
it  The  number  of  houses  is  about  200 ; 
most  of  them  have  the  door-posts,  win- 
dow-sills, and  thresholds  of  grey  mar- 
ble, and  over  every  other  door  is  embla- 
zoned *<Chevaux  ou  voitures  alouer.'* 
Invalids  repah-ing  to  Cauterets,  to  take 
the  waters,  must  address  themselves  to 
the  inspector  (Dr.  Buron),  who  will 
inscribe  their  names  in  a  book,  and  allot 
to  them  an  hour  for  taking  the  bath, 
to  remain  fixed  during  the  whole  of 
their  stay,  with  a  chaise  k  porteur  to 
convey  them  if  required. 

The  chief  building  is  the  pump- room 
or  Etablissement  des  Bains,  recently 
built  near  the  foot  of  the  hill,  to  re- 
ceive the  waters  of  the  source  called 
les  EspagnoJs,  one  of  the  most  pow- 
erful and  hottest  in  the  Pyrenees. 
It  is  so  named  from  its  having  at 
an  early  period,  according  to  tradi- 
tion, cured  the  ailments  of  a  king  of 
Arragon,  or  from  being  much  fre- 
quented by  Spaniards,  who  cross 
the  mountains,  in  great  numbers, 
to  repair  hither.  The  new  building  is 
supplied  with  water  in  pipes  carried 
down  the  slope  of  the  hill  de  Perraute, 
from  the  source  situated  at  a  consider- 
able elevation,  where  the  old  bath  house 
stands.  The  bathing  apparatus  and  ac« 
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aretionitrdcted  on'th^  nfdst 
fppioved  fAan  dictated  by  tbe  expe- 
rience of  modem  science.  The  older 
bath  houses  in  the  same  direction  are 
little  better  than  wretched  sheds,  ap» 
fnoached  by  paths  so  steep  and  stony 
as  to  require  much  exertion  on  the 
part  of  the  robust  to  surmount ;  yet 
up  them  the  invalid  was  formerly 
compelled  either  to  toil  on  foot  or  be 
carried  in  a  chaise  k  p<Nrteur. 
'  The  Mineral  Springs  here  are  sul- 
phurous and  hot,  varying  only  in  the 
quantity  of  the  same  ingredients,  and 
in  warmth  from  102^  to  122^  Fahr. 
There  are  about  16  distinct  sources, 
«s  of  which  rise,  on  the  hill  of  Per- 
raate,  above  the  town,  to  the  £., 
and  the  remainder  are  situated  higher 
up  the  valley,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Aiareadaou,  from  1  to  l^mile  distant. 
IThey  are  said  to  preseoi  in  their 
strength,  warmth,  and  qualities  an 
epitome  of  almost  all  the  sulphureous 
fioorces  scattered  over  the  Pyrenees ; 
some  of  them  being  even  more  pow- 
%rful  than  those  of  Bareges,  others 
■a  mild  as  St.  Sauveur.  The  chief  of 
the  springs  on  tbe  banks  of  the  Mar- 
cadaou,  and  the  one  most  resorted  to, 
is  the  RcdUhret  whose  waters  are  re- 
ceived in  a  building  of  some  preten- 
sions, faced  with  a  portico,  on  a 
raised  terrace,  at  the  foot  of  a  granitic 
mountain,  destitute  of  trees  or  ver- 
dure, but  covered  over  with  fallen 
blocks  of  stone,  which  descend  its 
alopea  in  dreary  ruin.  From  6  to  8  in 
the  morning  all  the  world  of  Cauterets 
repairs  to  this  desolate  spot,  and,  dur- 
ingthe  thronged  season,  bathers  assem- 
ble here  at  a  much  earlier  hour,  even  at 
4  in  the  morning.  The  road  is  thronged 
^ith  sour-faced  invalids; — open  se- 
dan-chairs upon  poles,  covered  with 
a  canvas  hood,  of  whidi  50  or  60  are 
kept  in  the  town,  hurry  to  and  fro, 
occupied  by  muffled  females ;  peasant 
women  in  red  capulete,  mingle  with 
Paris  dandies  in  white  berrets,  and  red 
B^arnais  sashes  (la  mode  des  Bains), 
black  ecclesiastics  in  broad-briinmed 
hats,  capuchin  monks  in  brown  sack- 


Hotfa  and  hoodfl,  and  Spatiiards  of 
swarthy,  olive-coloured  visage  and 
stately  gait,  their  heads  swathed  ia 
mottled  handkerchiefs,  their  persons 
muffled  up  in  the  emboso  of  their 
cloaks,  which  are  often  no  better  than 
horsecloths,  offering  a  singular  com^ 
bination  of  dignity  and  poverty,-^ 
such  are  the  component  parts  of  this 
motley  and  picturesque  crowd  whidl 
repairs  daily  to  La  RailUre.  Then 
are  23  Cabinets  des  Bains  at  La  Rail* 
l^re,  with  2  douches  and  a  fountain 
for  drinking. 

Above  the  Baill^re  is  a  group  of 
other  springs ,  and  a  cluster  of  little  bath 
houses,  built  one  above  another  against 
tbe  hill-sides:  the  principal  are  the 
Bain  dn  Pr^,  beneath  a  stream  of  fallen 
rocks,  grown  over  with  lichens,  Petit 
St.  Sauveur,  Mahourat,  des  GBufv, 
des  Yetiz*  The  Source  de  Montmo^ 
rencp  is  a  sort  of  grotto,  whose  waters, 
too  hot  for  the  hand  to  bear,  deposit 
a  white,  greasy  slime;  and  the  Bain  du 
Boisy  the  highest  in  this  direction,  con* 
tains  4  cabinet  baths,  with  a  douche 
in  each,  and  beds  for  the  invalid  who 
may  desire  to  encourage  the  perspir* 
ation  produced  by  tbe  bath,  and  2 
piscines  or  large  baths :  the  chaise  for 
one  is  20  sous. 

July  and  August  are  the  $eatons 
when  Cauterets  is  most  thronged  t 
lodgings  are  then  very  dear ;  poorly 
furnished  apartments  sometimes  -Cost- 
ing as  much  as  4  or  5  fr.  each,  per 
diem. 

There  is  a  subscription  reading- 
room  or  club  here,  called  Cerde. 

Several  formal  avenues  and  alleys 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  by  the 
side  of  the  road  ta  Pierrefitte,  and  the 
Pare  on  the  margin  of  the  Gave,  sa- 
tisfy tbe  wants  of  French  visitors  as 
promenades,  but  must  appear  weari* 
some  to  English :  indeed,  except  in 
the  society  of  friends,  or  with  the 
inducement  of  illness  to  make  one 
tarry,  the  attractions  at  Cauterets 
are  few. 

The  Grange  de  la  Reine,  a  humble 
farm,  so  called  from  Queen  Hortense 
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banng  once  beeo  bieliAed  in  crossing 
the  mountains,  and  having  passed  the 
uight  there,  is  a  good  point  of  Tiew 
for  the  basin  of  Cauterets,  about  600ft. 
above  it.  The  mountain  called  Peak 
/pf  M^n£  commands  a  far  more  ex- 
tensive and  very  striking  view,  but  is 
fi  serious  mountain  to  climb. 

The  sportsman  may  be  thankful  to 
know,  that  the  rivers  abound  in  trout, 
fmd  that  the  chace  of  the  izard  and 
the  bear  may  be  puraued  on  the 
neighbouring  mountains  between  the 
Vignemale  and  the  Pic  du  Midi  d*Os- 
«au,  with  some  prospect  of  success, 
at  the  latter  end  of  spring.  These 
vild  animals  are,  however,  becoming 
rare  even  in  these  their  last  retreats. 
Jean  Destapins  is  a  capital  guide 
and  chas5!eur,  recommended  by  Mr. 
£rskine  Murray. 

Chaues  dporteur  cost  15  fr.  a  day, 
and  S  fr.  pour  boire  to  the  porteurs, 
vho  are  very  agile  and  swe-footed ; 
ladies  are  often  carried  by  them  as 
£ur  as  the  Lac  de  Gaube.  Good 
ponies  may  be  hired  here  (p.  239.). 
Nobody  thinks  of  quitting  Cauterets 
without  making  the  customary  excur- 
sion (one  of  the  most  interesting  in 
the  l^renees)  to  the  Pont  d'JEspagne 
and  Lac  de  Gaube.  There  is  a  bridle 
road  all  the  way,  well  marked  but 
steep  at  its  farther  extremity,  and  the 
excursion  may  be  performed  by  men 
without  a  guide.  It  requires  about 
2  hours'  good  walking  to  reach  the 
Pont  d'Espagne,  and  45  minutes  more 
thence  to  the  Lac  de  Gaube:  tlie 
return  may  bfe  effected  in  less  time* 
.  The  road  ascends  the  desolate  val  ley 
of  the  Gave  de  Marcadaou,  passing 
tiie  source  de  la  Raillere,  between  the 
mountains  Perraute  and  Peyr^n^re, 
whose  sides  strown  with  rocks  fallen 
from  above,  and  in  headlong  ruin 
hurled,  effectually  prevent  the  growth 
of  trees  or  shrubs.  The  Gave  is 
crossed  by  a  wooden  bridge  beyond 
the  RailUre,  close  to  the  junction  of 
a  tributary  Gave  descending  from  the 
Yal  de  Lutour,  up  which  runs  a 
path.     It  is  not  until  after  a  steep 


and  toUsome  asc^t  has  left  befaldd 
the  Bains  du  Bois,  that  a  chaog* 
comes  over  the  features  of  the  valley, 
and  dark  forests  of  fir  relieve  the  bared 
and  wrinkled  face  of  the  granite  pre^ 
cipices.  The  torrent  leaps  down  from 
the  upper  to  the  lower  slopes  of  the 
▼alley  in  several  fine^o^  the  best 
of  which  is  the  cascade  de  CeiizHm 
The  precipices  rising  on  either  side 
of  the  gorge  are  surmounted  by  s^r* 
rated  peaks  and  pointed  aiguilles  of 
gramte,  which  assume  roost  pictu« 
resque  forms,  while  their  base  is 
clothed  with  fir  forests. 

About  6  m.  from  Cauterets  is  the  Pont 
^Espagncy  in  itself  amere  simple  struc* 
ture  of  pine  trunks  thrown  across  the 
torrent,  here  confined  in  a  narrow  chasm 
between  rocks,  just  below  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Gave  descending  from  the 
Lac  de  Gaube  with  the  Marcadaou. 
The  streams  unite  by  leaping  together 
into  the  chasm  under  the  bridge,  in 
picturesque  falls,  but  of  no  great 
magnitude.  These  are  but  ac(»fl» 
sories  to  the  sublime  scene  aroundf 
which,  from  the  predominance  of 
black  fir  forests,  surrounded  by  gra* 
nite  cliffs  shooting  upwards  in  spires 
and  pinnacles,  our  friend  and  fellow 
traveller  (T.)  assures  us,  reminded 
him  somewhat  of  Norway. 

The  valley  above  the  Pont  d'£8- 
pagne,  called  Val  de  Jarret  conti- 
nues of  great  grandeur,  and  is  tra^ 
versed  by  a  path  on  the  1.  bank  of 
the  Marcadaou,  which  leads  by  the 
pass  called  Port  de  Cauterets  to  the 
Spanish  baths  of  Penticousa  in  Spain. 
(JSeep.  296.  R.  83.)  The  road  is  good 
as  far  as  the  frontier,  4  hours'  ride 
from  Cauterets;  there  horses  must  be 
left  in  a  rude  cabin,  and  the  descent 
made  on  foot,  as  the  path  thence  is 
bad.  The  journey  occupies  T  at  % 
hours  from  Cauterets. 

To  reach  the  Ituc  de  Gaube  you 
must  turn  to  the  1.  close  to  the  Pont 
d'£spagne,  immediately  below  it, 
where  a  very  steep  path  strikes  up  the 
mountain  side  through  the  pine  wood, 
and  at  first  by  the  side  of  a  torrent. 
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After  about  f  hour's  walk  (2ni. )  over 
trunks  and  roots  and  shattered  stones, 
you  reach  this  lonely  basin  of  green 
water.    It  is  not  more  than  2^  m.  in 
circumference,  yet  is  the  largest  lake 
among  the  Pyrenees,  and  lies  at  an  ele- 
vation of     ft.  above  the  sea  level,  and 
is  164  ft  deep.     The  steep  precipices 
on  either  side  are  bare,  eicept  where 
seamed  with  lines  of  straggling  black 
firs,  alternating  with  streams  of  fallen 
rocks;  but  the  entire  centre  of  the 
picture  is  filled  with  the  noble  mass 
of  the  V^;nemalei  one  of  the  highest 
mountains  in  France,  white  with  eter- 
nal snow,  crowned  by  crags  and  by 
glaciers  which  feed  the  lake  through 
a   small  fall.     The   only  habitation 
is   the   fisherman's  hut,   which  now 
serves  as    a    restaurant   (furnishing 
lake  trout  for  the  hungry  travelleiv's 
breakfast    at  a  high  rate),    planted 
upon   a    ridge   of   granite,    stretch- 
ing across  the  valley,  and  damming 
up  the  waters  of  the  lake.     On   a 
projecting  rock  a  little  monument  of 
white  Tnarbk  railed  in,  is  the  record  of 
the  melancholy  fate  of  a  young  Eng- 
lishman,   named   Patisson,    and  his 
wife,  who,  within  one  month  of  their 
marriage,  were  drowned  in  the  lake. 
Hiey  had  trusted  themselves  to  the 
frail   skiff  of  the  fisherman  to  row 
across  the  lake;  and  it  is  supposed  to 
have  been   accidentally  overset,   for 
no  human  eye  beheld  the  accident. 
Their  bodies  were  conveyed  to  Wi- 
tham  in  Essex. 

The  atcent  of  the  Vignemale  is  some- 
times made  from  the  lake,  which  is 
either  crossed  in  the  boat,  or  skirted 
by  the  path  on  the  1.  The  clue  to 
the  ascent  is  the  Gave,  which  forms 
the  water-fall  at  the  extremity.  Fol- 
lowing its  bank,  you  ascend  in  suc- 
cession, in  the  course  of  1^  hour's 
walk,  5  different  stages  or  steps  of 
the  mountain,  each  of  which  the  tor* 
rent  clears  by  a  leap.  The  mass  of 
the  mountain  is  alpine  limestone, 
which  here  overlies  the  granite,  pre- 
vailing from  la  Raillere  to  the  Lac 
de  Gaube.   The  Gave  has  its  origin  in 


the  foot  of  a  glacier  stretching  nearly 
up  to  the  top  of  the  mountain.  lu 
crest  is  topped  by  3  peaks  detached 
from  one  another ;  the  lowest  of  the  S, 
called  Petit  Pic,  is  alone  accessible. 
The  highest  is  1 1,001  ft.above  the  sea 
level,  surpassing  every  other  in  the 
French  Pyrenees.  The  view  is  said 
to  extend  into  Spain  and  over  a  large 
part  of  the  French  chain.  This  ex- 
cursion cannot  be  performed  without 
the  aid  of  approved  and  experienced 
guides. 

There  is  a  difficult  mountain  path 
among  broken  rocks  and  the  debris  of 
glaciers,  from  the  Lac  de  Gaube  over 
the  shoulder  of  the  Vignemale,  keep- 
ingthat  mountain  on  the  rt.,  through 
the  Col  or  Port  de  OssouH  and  dowa 
the  VcU  eCOttout  to  Gavamie  (see 
p.  308).  It  requires  8  or  10  hours,  and 
should  not  be  undertaken  widiout 
good  guides,  being  one  of  the  most 
difficult  expeditions  in  the  Pyre- 
nees. 

The  course  usually  taken  by  per- 
sons proceeding  to  Bagneres,  Bareges, 
andGavamie,  from  Cauterets,  is  to  re- 
trace their  steps  down  the  valley  as  far 
as  Pierrefitte(see  p.  300.),  and  thence 
ascend  the  gorge  leading  up  to  Luz, 
which  is  so  interesting  in  its  sce- 
nery, that  no  one  should  omit  to  ex- 
plore it. 

It  is  a  truly  magnificent  defile, 
differing  from  that  to  Cauterets, 
rather  less  gloomy,  but  scarcely  su- 
perior. It  abounds  in  rich  foliage 
throughout.  Near  the  3rd  bridge 
over  the  Gave  a  new  road  has  been 
made  with  much  engineering  skill, 
running  200  or  SOO  feet  lower  down 
than  the  old,  which  mounts  a  very 
steep  ascent,  only  to  descend  imme- 
diately after.  It  is  alternately  a  shelf 
cut  with  vast  labour  out  of  the 
rock,  or  a  terrace  built  up  with  ma- 
sonry ;  an  abyss  under  foot,  and  tower- 
ing masses  over  head.  The  chasm 
tlirough  which  the  Gave  flows  is  very 
striking :  it  is  a  rent  so  narrow  that 
its  sides  seem  to  overlap  each  other, 
and  never  to  have  been  completely 
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parted.  The  green  torrent  chafing 
along,  and  worming  its  way  through 
the  depths  between  the  rocks,  is  a 
beautiful  object.  Where  the  new  road, 
in  one  even  gradual  ascent,  meets  the 
old,  the  gorge  opens  into  a  basin- 
shaped  vaie,  remarkable  for  its  rich 
carpetof  verdure,  culti  viated  in  patches, 
and  with  little  villages  planted  a  con- 
siderable way  up  its  sides,  until  fields 
give  place  to  forests.  The  mountains 
by  their  separation  leave  space  for  a 
small  plain  nearly  in  the  form  of  a 
triangle,  entered  by  a  narrow  defile  at 
each  of  its  angles.  On  the  S.  W. 
opens  that  of  Gavamie,  at  the  mouth 
of  which  lies  St.  Sauveur,  on  the  S.  £• 
that  of  the  Bastan  leading  to  Bareges, 
guarded  at  its  mouth  by  the  Castle  of 
St.  Marie.  From  both  of  these  issue 
Gaves  which,  meeting  in  the  midst  of 
the  plain,  escape  by  its  third  or  N.angle, 
through  the  defile  leading  to  Pierre- 
fitte,  and  traversed  by  the  carriage 
road.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  plain 
between  the  defiles  of  Gavamie  and 
Bareges,  at  the  foot  of  a  lofty  moun- 
tain called  Pic  de  Bergons,  lies  the 
little  village  of  Luz.  An  avenue  of 
formal  poplars  traverses  the  verdant 
flat  meadows,  gushing  with  rills  of 
water,  to  which  they  owe  their  eme- 
rald tints  and  rich  crops  of  grass,  and 
leads  into  Lux^  where  Madame  Ca- 
zeau'sinn  (H.  des  Pyren^  or  Poste) 
deserves  the  praise  of  comfort,  toleni' 
ble  cleanliness,  a  good  cuisine,  and 
great  civility.  It  is  the  best  head- 
quarters  for  expedition  to  Gavarnie 
and  Bareges.  Grandet's  lodging- 
house  is  also  recommended. 

Luz  is  a  cleanly  village,  situated 
on  a  crystal  Gave  of  rapid  flow,  to 
whose  refreshing  stream,  under  the 
inn  windows,  horses  and  pigs  repair  to 
bathe  all  day  long.  The  pigs  in  par- 
ticular seem  to  have  acquired  unwon- 
ted habits  of  cleanliness  in  this  coun- 
try, and  to  enjoy  excessively  the 
ablutions  of  their  sides  administered 
by  the  swineherd,  who  bastes  them 
with  a  wooden  ladle. 

The  Church  of  Xuz, enclosed  with- 


in  a  castle  famished  with  batde* 
ments  and  loopholed  walls,  is  a  great 
curiosity,  bearing  as  it  does  Uie 
mixed  character  of  the  order  of  the 
Templars, —  half  monks,  half  soldiers, 
—  by  whom  it  was  founded.  They 
were  planted  here  to  guard  tlie  fron- 
tier in  troublous  times,  forming  an 
outpost  of  Christians  against  the  Sanu> 
cens  at  first,  and  Spaniards  afterwards. 
The  church,  entered  by  a  machicolated 
gate  under  a  projecting  turret,  is  a 
Romanesque  building  probably  of  the 
1 1th  century.  The  carved  doorway, 
and  the  arcade  o(  straight-sided  arches, 
running  round  the  £.  end  on  the  out- 
side, deserve  notice ;  also  a  smaU 
doorway  noyr  walled  up  on  the  S.  side, 
through  which  alone,  according  to 
a  tradition,  which  wants  confirmation^ 
the  proscribed  race  of  Cag<^  were 
allowed  to  enter  the  church,  where 
they  occupied  a  chapel  apart  from  the 
rest  of  the  congregation,     (p.  231.) 

The  knoll  behind  Luz  crowned 
with  the  ruins  of  a  hermitage,  com- 
mands a  most  pleasing  view,  looking 
down  into  a  valley  on  either  hand, 
and  is  easily  accessible.  A  path  may 
be  found  to  descend  on  the  opposite 
side  to  St.  Sauveur,  crossing  the  road 
to  Gavarnie,  and  the  small  wooden 
bridge  over  the  Gave. 

It  is  not  more  than  Jam.  by  the 
level  road  from  Luz  to  the  Baths  cf 
St.  Sauveur,  a  narrow  street  of  white 
inns  (H.  de  la  Paix  is  one)  and 
lodging  houses  planted  on  a  narrow 
terrace  or  ledge,  on  the  top  of  a 
rocky  cliff,  about  200  feet  above  the 
Gave  on  its  1.  bank,  and  just  within 
the  jaws  of  the  romantic  and  beauti- 
fully wooded  defile,  leading  to  Gavar- 
nie. Its  most  conspicuous  edifice  is 
a  modem  church  in  the  form  of  a 
Rotunda,  so  badly  built  that  its  walla 
are  cracked  from  top  to  bottom. 
Near  it  rises  a  pillar,  which  by  the 
erasure  in  1830  of  its  inscription  has 
ceased  to  commemorate  the  event  to 
which  it  owes  its  existence,  viz.  the 
presence  of  the  Duchesse  d'Angou- 
leme  at  these  baths. .  It  stands  in  the 
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so*cal]ed  Jardin  jingleds,  a  ilamc  given 
in  France  to  a  little  spot  where  trees 
and  weeds  are  allowed  td  grow  pro- 
SBiscuously,  without  having  any  at- 
attention  paid  to  it. 

In  the  middle  of  the  village  are  the 
6aM<(£taMi8sement  Thermal),  one  of 
the[^handsomest  in  the  Pyrenees,  con- 
taining 14  or  16  baignoires,  supplied 
from  springs  of  sulphurous  water, 
oesembling  those  of  Cauterets,  but  less 
varm,  and  less  rich  in  gas.  They 
are  considered  efficacious  in  female 
complaints,  for  nervous  affections,  &c. 
Thus  the  greater  number  of  inva- 
lids here  are  ladies,  while  at  Bareges 
llie  male  sex  abpunds.  Being  weaker 
tjMUi  those  of  Bareges  a  course  of 
them  is  recommended  as  a  good  pre- 
paration for  the  stronger  waters  of 
Bareges. 

The  name  St.  Sauveur  is  said  to  be 
derived  from  an  inscription  set  over 
the  healing  source  by  a  bishop  of 
Tarbes,  at  what  period  is  unknown. 
-^  «  Vos  haurietis  aquas  de  fontibus 
Salvatoris." 

.  N.  B.  The  carriage  road  up  the 
▼alley  stops  at  St.  Sauveur :  in  order 
to  ascend  it  ou  horseback,  you  must 
return  to  the  bridge,  to  enter  the 
bridle  road  along  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Gave. 

To  a  mere  passing  traveller  Luz 
appears  more  cheerful  and  pleasant 
head-quarters  as  well  as  less  expensive 
tlum  St.  Sauveur,  while  the  one  is  as 
near  to  the  various  points  of  attraction 
in  this  neiglibourhood  as  the  other. 

At  Luz  horses  and  guides  may  be 
had  at  the  usual  charges  (p.  239.). 
Jacques  St.  Laur,  who  may  be  heard 
of  at  Madame  Cazeau's,  is  an  excel- 
lent guide.  Bernard  is  also  recom- 
mended. Another  guide,  Pierre  Sanio 
of  Luz,  made  the  ascent  of  the  Mala- 
dettainl842. 

The  summit  of  the  Pic  de  Bergons, 
the  hill  behind  Luz  and  opposite  St. 
Sauveur,  is  one  of  the  best  points  of 
view  among  the  Pyrenees,  and  one  of 
the  most  accessible,  since  even  ladies 
maf.fide  up  without  difficulty  or  be 


earned  in  a  chaise  k  porteur.  .  Froat 
Luz  you  follow  the  road  to  Bardget 
as  far  as  the  village  of  Estre,  where  a 
road  turns  to  the  rt.  About  2  hours 
are  required  to  reach  the  summit^ 
and  1^  to  descend.  From  the  top  may 
be  seen  the  Cirque  of  Gavamie,  the 
Br^che  de  Roland,  and  Tours  de 
Marbor^,  and  the  more  distant  and 
loftier  Mont  Perdu  to  the  S. ;  to  the 
W.  the  Vignemale;  to  the  E.  the  ste* 
rile  valley  of  Bareges,  and  the  Pic  dil 
Midi ;  to  the  N.  the  Vale  of  Lavedan 
and  the  plains  beyond  it. 

There  is  a  path,  not  easy  to  find 
without  a  guide,  over  the  mountaine 
firom  St.  Sauveur  to  Cauterets :  the 
journey  takes  5  hours  on  foot;  but 
the  high  road  (already  described)  is 
much  grander  in  scenery,  and  .as 
smooth  as  a  bowling-green  all  the 
way,  though  it  makes  a  wide  detour. 

CHrque  de  Gavamie  —  Briche  de  Bo* 
land  — -  Mont  Perdu. 

The  valley  of  the  Gave  de  Gavarnie, 
at  whose  mouth  stands  St.  Sauveur, 
contains  some  of  the  most  strilung 
scenery  in  the  Pyrenees,  and  termin- 
ates in  the  most  remarkable  of  those 
Oules  or  Cirqites  peculiar  to  the  Py- 
renees, and  already  described  (p.  230). 
The  distance  from  Luz  or  St  Sauveur 
to  the  Cirque  de  Gavarnie  is  about 
15  m.  A  good  but  narrow  horse  road 
runs  thither,  and  the  time  employed, 
riding  as  fast  as  stones,,  gutters,  and 
steep  and  frequent  ascents  and  de<* 
scents  will  permit,  is  rather  less  than 
3  hours ;  but  ladies  riding  at  a  gentler 
pace  will  take  4  or  5.  On  reaching, 
the  foot  of  the  bridge  leading  to  St. 
Sauveur,  you  turn  short  to  the  Jl., 
without  crossing,  and  ascend  by  the 
road  along  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Gave, 
passing  the  baths  on  the  opposite  side. 
The  grand  scenery  of  the  defile  begins 
at  once :  —  umbrageous  woods  altera 
nating  with  precipitous  rocks :  moun« 
tain  peaks  of  picturesque  form  rear 
their  heads  aloft ;  below  gapes  a  con- 
fined chasm.     The  road  is  a  narrow 
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shifelft  cut  in  the  face' of  a  rocky  preci- 
pice, down  which  the  eye  gazes  300 
or  400  ft.,  sheer  into  the  green  and 
fisothy  river,  agonized  within  the 
narrow,  half-opened  fissure  below. 
One  difficult  pass  around  an  angular 
slioulder  of  the  mountain  is  called 
Puis  de  FEcheUe,  because,  before  the 
I^^sent  road  was  cut,  it  could  only 
be  traversed  by  a  hazardous  stair,  de- 
scending  on  one  side  and  ascending 
CD  the  other.  Here  the  peasants  of 
3igorre  defeated  a  force  of  Miquelites 
(Spanish  troops),  who  invaded  the 
frontier  for  the  last  time  in  the  wars 
df  Louis  XIV.,  1708.  There  are 
niins,  down  in  the  hollow,  of  an  old 
fort  called  Escalette^  the  vestiges  of 
which  are.  nearly  gone.  Many  small 
falls  are  passed  and  torrents  crossed 
bjr  high  and  narrow  bridges,  sus- 
pended over  deep  gulfs  :  many  of  the 
water-courses  are  bestridden  by  mills, 
not  much  larger  than  boxes  ;  a  row  of 
such,  clos^  together,  seen  on  the  hill- 
side, near  the  romantic  double  bridge 
Stat  looks  like  beads  on  a  white  string. 
Twice  the  valley  ezpsrnds  into  the 
basins  of  Pragneres  and  Gedre,  and 
it  is  more  often  throttled  (Strangle) 
by  narl-ow  defiles.  On  approaching 
the  village  of  G^dre  from  the  hill 
above  it,  you  have  a  fine  view,  for  a 
short  space,  of  the  snowy  mountains 
called  Tours  de  Marbor^,  and  of  the 
Breche  de  Roland,  a  gap  in  the  wall 
of  rock  which  crests  the  mountain, 
looking  like  a  notch  made  in  a  jaw  by 
the  loss  of  a  single  tooth.  It  was  cut 
through,  according  to  the  legend,  by 
Boland,  the  brave  Paladin,  with  his 
trusty  blade  Durandal,  to  open  a  pas- 
Sige  in  pursuit  of  the  Moors.  To  the 
rt.  of  it  is  the  false  Breche,  a  similar 
gap.  They  both  lie  immediately  above 
the  Cirque  of  Gavarnie,  and  are  soon 
lost  to  view  behind  intervening  moun- 
tains, as  the  valley  curves,  and  are  in- 
visible from  the  Cirque  itself.  At  Gedre 
there  is  a  small  inn,  and  a  sight  scarcely 
worth  notice,  but  to  which  travellers  are 
invited,  called  Grotte  de  Gedre,  It  is 
an  imperfect  arch,  formed  by  the  tor- 


rent scooping  out  the  rock,  partly 
grown  over  with  creeping  shrubs. 

The  opening  on  the  1.,  through 
which  this  torrent  issues,  is  the  mouth 
of  the  Vai  d^Hias,  one  of  the  largest 
and  deepest  valleys  which  penetrate 
the  granitic  region  of  the  Pyrenee8|» 
containing  fine  wild  scenery,  and  ter- 
minating in  the  Cirque  de  Troumouse> 
situated  «  little  to  the  E.  of  that  of 
Gavarnie.  In  coming  from  Luz  the 
valley  is  entered  by  a  road  turning  to 
the  1.,  on  the  height  which  precedes  the 
village  of  Gedre.  It  keeps  up  on  the 
slope  for  some  distance,  then  ascends 
along  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Gave,  under 
the  shade  of  fine  trees,  ashes  .and  syca- 
mores. The  torrent  descending  on  the 
L  from  the  Cambiel,  is  next  crossed 
on  a  bridge ;  a  sombre  gorge  suc- 
ceeds, leading  to  t)ie  village  of  H^as,. 
remarkable  for  its  cJwos  of  granite 
blocks,  about  4  miles  from  Gedre, 
which  have  fallen  from  the  mountain 
above,  across  the  valley,  and  resemble 
that  of  Peyrada,  described  farther  on. 
This  enormous  land-slip  took  place 
in  1650,  blocked  up  the  torrent,  and 
formed  a  lake  behind  it,  which  lasted 
until  1788,  when  its  waters,  sweeping 
away  the  dam,  broke  out,  inundating 
the  valley  below,  and  thus  the  lake 
was  tapped  and  emptied. 

Here  is  the  celebrated  ChapeUe  de  la 
Fierge  d'Heas,  4910  ft.  above  the  sea 
level,  resorted  to  yearly  between  the 
1 5th  of  August  and  18th  of  Septem- 
ber, by  hosts  of  pilgrims  from  afar^ 
who  come  to  worship  and  kiss  her  mi- 
raculous image,  dressed  in  gold  em- 
broidered stuffs,  and  hooded  with 
the  red  capulet  of  the  country.  Be* 
fore  the  rude  chapel  was  built  by  the 
shepherds  of  the  valley  to  shelter  it, 
the  image  sought  refuge  upon  an 
enormous  block  of  granite,  the  largest 
and  most  elevated  of  the  group  of 
fallen  fragments,  called  Le  CaiUoude 
VArayill^,  which  is  much  reverenced  in 
consequence.  It  is  a  wild  and  naked 
spot,  with  little  cultivation.  Beyond 
it  the  gorge  d' Aguila  opens  out  to  the 
£.    About  6  m.  farther  on  the  valley 
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ends  in  the  Cirque  de  Troumouse,  a 
semicircular  wall  of  precipitous  moun- 
tains, enclosing  a  verdant  plain. 


The  road  to  Gavamie,  from  the 
prettily  situated  village  of  Gddre, 
skirts  the  flanks  of  the  mountain  Cor- 
n^lie,  between  hedges  of  box,  and 
reaches  in  a  little  space  the  Chaos  or 
Peyrada,  an  6boulement  or  slip  of 
masses  of  gneiss  fallen  from  above,  so 
extensive  that  it  looks  as  though  a 
mountain  had  tumbled  to  pieces.  It 
is  a  grand  and  savage  scene.  The 
path  winds,  in  zigzags,  through  a  per- 
fect labyrinth  of  blocks,  many  of  them 
as  big  as  a  house,  and  far  larger  than 
the  Cumberland  Bowder  stone,  piled 
one  above  another  in  extreme  confu- 
sion, forming  mysterious  cavities  and 
sheds  between  them.  These  fragments 
sweep  down  to  the  Gave,  and  partly 
conceal  it ;  their  fall  must  have  oc- 
curred long  ago,  from  the  lichens 
which  cover  their  surface,  and  was 
probably  produced  by  the  action  of 
the  atmosphere,  especially  of  frost,  so 
powerful  an  agent  in  fracturing  and 
disintegrating  the  slaty  structure  of 
the  gneiss.  Beyond  the  Chaos  the  road 
passes  under  the  base  of  the  Pimeu^, 
a  picturesque  mountain,  rising  on  the 
I.  to  a  height  of  9,S84  ft. 

In  passing  the  Pont  de  Barregui 
the  peaks  and  glaciers  of  the  Vigne- 
male  are  disclosed  to  view  for  a  short 
time,  at  the  extremity  of  the  Val 
d*Ossoue  (p.  304),  up  which  runs  the 
mountain  patli  to  Cauterets  by  the  Lac 
de  Gaube. 

Gavarnie  is  a  poor  small  village, 
4378  feet  above  the  sea  level,  with  an 
inferior  public-house  inn,  furnishing 
fresh  trout  and  tough  cutlets,  which, 
unless  a  bargain  is  made,  will  be 
charged  for  exorbitantly. 

The  poor  and  uninteresting  Churchy 
whose  want  of  a  tower  to  hold  its  bells 
is  supplied  by  a  timber  scaffold,  con- 
tains the  sculls  of  12  Templars  (?)  be- 
headed in  the  reign  of  Philip  le  Bel'; 
such  is  the  tradition,  and  the  Order 
certainly  had  a  commandery  in  this 


desolate  spot.  One  of  the  heads  is 
said  to  be  that  of  a  female.  The 
church  is  almost  entirely  modern. 

Behind  Gavarnie  rise  the  black 
walls  of  the  Ctrque,  surmounted  by 
eternal  snow,  closing  up  the  valley. 
It  appears  close  to  the  village,  and 
the  stranger  will  scarcely  believe  that 
he  has  3  weary  miles  to  trudge  or  ride, 
which  will  take  nearly  an  hour  before 
he  can  reach  its  farther  extremitv. 
Three  shallow  basin  shaped  valleys 
are  passed,  partly  strewn  with  stones, 
partly  carpeted  with  grass,  seemingly 
at  one  time  lake  basins,  before  you 
surmount  the  small  projecting  wall  of 
rock  which  masks  the  entry  to  the 
Cirque,  and  once^  doubtless,  dammed 
up  the  waters  of  the  Gave.  Here, 
shut  out  from  the  world,  and,  as  it 
were,  arrived  at  its  end,  you  gaze  up 
to  the  vast  semicircle  of  rocks  around, 
the  tall  rampire  of  a  kingdom,  at  the 
base  of  which  France  terminates.  The 
precipices  forming  its  sides,  varying 
in  height  from  1000  to  1400  feet,  are 
divided  into  3  or  4  steps  or  stages, 
upon  each  of  which  a  glacier  covered 
with  white  snow  is  heaped:  not  a 
scrap  of  vegetation  relieves  their 
bare  sides.  Down  the  vertical  faces 
of  the  rocks  stream  12  or  15  thin  cas- 
cades, like  white  threads ;  but  there 
is  one  on  the  1.  hand  where  the  pre- 
cipice is  least  interrupted,  which  falls 
in  one  white  cord,  only  twice  broken 
by  ledges,  nearly  1 2S6  ft.  high :  it  is 
reputed  the  highest  fall  in  Europe, 
and  is  the  head  water  of  the  Gave  de 
Pau  ;  but  so  small  is  it  in  volume 
that  it  dissipates  into  spray  before 
reaching  the  bottom.  These  stream- 
lets are  the  drainage  of  the  glaciers 
above,  and  all,  joining  the  Gave,  es- 
cape from  the  Cirque  by  the  only 
opening,  that  by  which  the  traveller 
enters.  The  floor  of  the  Cirque  is  an 
uninterrupted  and  irregular  heap  of 
rubbish  and  blocks  of  rock,  the  ruins 
of  the  neighbouring  mountains  which 
have  fallen  from  above,  very  toilsome 
to  walk  over ;  and  in  the  midst  are  one 
I  or  two  patches  of  dirty  snow  nearly 
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consolidated  into  ice,  under  which  the 
Gave  flowg  in  a  hollow  vault.  It 
takes  nearly  ^  an  hour  from  the  en- 
trance to  reach  the  foot  of  the  high 
water-fall,  where  the  geologist  may 
find  specimens  of  the  fossils  contained 
in  the  rocks  of  the  Cirque,  which  have 
been  ascertained  by  M.  Dufresnoy  to 
be  identical  with  those  of  the  chalk — 
though  he  would  certainly  not  recog- 
nise, otherwise,  that  formation,  in  the 
dark  clifis  around,  so  unlike  in  colour 
and  texture  to  the  white  chalk  of 
£ng]and. 

The  mountains  rising  above  the 
Cirque,  but  not  visible  from  within 
its  enclosure,  are  to  the  K.  the  Cy^ 
Hndre,  10,050  ft,  so  called  from  its 
shape,  whose  base  is  embedded  in  the 
great  glacier  whence  springs  the  high 
fall ;  the  Tours  de  Marbor^,  9964  ft., 
forming  part  of  the  Mont  Perdu ;  and 
on  the  W.  the  Breche  de  Roland, 
and  further  on  the  Fausse  Breche. 

The  ascent  of  the  Bridie  de  Roland 
is  made  from  the  Cirque  of  Gavamie: 
it  is  fatiguing  and  difficult,  but  not  dan- 
gerous,  provided  the  head  be  steady, 
and  the  brain  proof  against  the  sight 
of  precipices  opening  under  the  feet. 
Some  provisions  and  a  wine  or  brandy 
flask  should  be  taken.  It  occupies 
3  hours,  and  2  to  descend,  and  com- 
mences  from  the  corner  of  tlie  Cirque 
on  the  rt.  hand  opposite  to  the  high 
fall.  A  stranger  would  scarcely  And 
the  spot;  no  path  leads  to  it,  and  there 
is  no  apparent  break  or  interruption 
in  the  perpendicular  wall  of  the  Cirque. 
The  strata  of  the  limestone  are  here 
vertical,  and  a  buttress  of  it  slightly 
projecting  from  the  mass  furnishes  the 
means  of  scaling  the  precipice  along 
the  abrupt  and  shattered  edges  of  the 
slaty  rock  here  divided  like  the  leaves 
of  a  book,  set  on  end,  but  shivery  on 
the  surface.  The  broken  angles  and 
splinters  serve  with  care  as  steps,  in 
which  one  may  insert  the  toes  and 
fingers,  but  it  is  as  abrupt  as  the  as- 
cent of  a  ladder ;  and  wide  spaces  of 
smooth  rock  often  intervene  without 
«ny  notch  or  projection  offering  a  foot- 


hold. To  those  who  cannot  look 
down  a  sheer  precipice  many  hundred 
feet  deep  without  a  tendency  to  giddi- 
ness, there  is  some  danger  in  this  es- 
calade,  as  well  as  in  passing  over  some 
smooth  projecting  shoulders  of  rock, 
and  round  the  edges  of  I  or  2  precipices, 
which  alternate  higher  up  with  steep 
slopes,  covered  less  with  grass  than 
with  fallen  stones.  These  steep  grassy 
banks  form  a  pasturage,  called  Las 
Serrades,  for  tlie  flocks  of  some  Span- 
ish shepherds,  who  rent  them  from  the 
commune  of  Gavarnie.  There  is  no 
intermission  to  the  steepness  of  the 
ascent,  no  flat  interval  between  the 
slopes ;  it  takes  more  than  I  hour  of 
**  treadmill  work'*  to  rise  above  the 
high  cascade.  Hence  it  is  a  glorious 
sight  to  look  down  upon  the  precipices 
and  waterfalls,  and  the  great  glacier 
which  feeds  them,  at  which,  shortly 
before,  you  gazed  up  with  aching 
neck.  Hence  the  Tours  de  Marbore 
are  well  seen ;  and  at  this  height  about 
noon,  the  roar  of  avalanches  succeeds 
to  the  monotonous  dash  of  waterfalls, 
which  before  alone  interrupted  the 
solitude.  The  Cirque  is  soon  afler 
lost  sight  of;  above  your  head  rises 
an  expanse  of  snow  and  glacier  co- 
vering a  steep  slope,  inclined  like 
the  rcof  of  a  house,  surmounted  by 
the  wall  of  rock,  in  the  midst  of 
which  is  Roland's  Breachy  and  another 
similar  embrasure  on  the  rt.  of  it, 
called  Fausse  Breche.  As  the  glacier 
is  too  steep  to  ascend,  you  leave  it 
on  the  1.  band,  and  begin  to  climb 
a  less  steeply  inclined,  snoW'Clad 
slope,  which  at  some  seasons  is  de- 
nuded down  to  the  slaty  rubbish  be- 
low the  snow.  It  is  a  work  of  some 
fatigue  to  surmount  this,  and  cram- 
pons and  a  pole  are  generally  fur- 
nished by  the  guide.  When  two-thirds 
of  the  acclivity  are  surmounted  the 
guide  turns  to  the  1.  across  the  glacier, 
whose  surface  is  so  highly  inclined 
that  it  is  not  possible  to  ascend  it  from 
below.  Even  to  cross  it  when  the 
snowy  surface  is  hard  or  slippery  re- 
quires great  caution.  The  mountaineer 
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sets  his  foot  down  firmly  with  a  stamp, 
to  secure  a  firm  hold,  and  drives  in  his 
pole  well  before  he  takes  a  second 
step:  a  false  move  would  send  you  at 
once  to  the  bottom.  A  few  steps  be- 
yond the  glacier  brings  you  to  the 
BrSche.  Tiiat  insignificant  notch  in 
the  mountain  brow  seen  from  G^dre  (p. 
S07. )  has  now  expanded  into  a  colossal 
portal  SOO  fit.  wide,  more  than  300  ft. 
high,  and  50  ft.  thick — 9333  ft.  above 
the  sea  level.  The  ridge  or  crest  in 
which  it  is  formed  is  literally,  not  me- 
taphorically, a  wall  of  rock  varying  in 
height  from  300  to  600  f^.,  which  here 
divides  France  from  Spain,  escarped 
on  both  sides,  and  not  more  than  50 
or  80  ft.  thick.  Through  this  sin- 
gular opening— as  it  were  a  window 
in  the  mountain,  nearly  square  in  its 
angles,  and  not  much  wider  above 
than  below,  Spain  is  seen ;  a  most  un- 
inviting prospect  of  rugged  and  bare 
mountains  and  vallejrs  filled  with 
stones  and  snow  in  the  fore  ground, 
While  the  distance  is  formed  by  the 
faary  plain  of  Arragon  rising  high  up 
against  the  horizon.  On  the  French 
side  there  is  more  of  interest  in  the 
striking  forms  of  the  Vignemale,  the 
Pic  du  Midi  de  Bigorre,  the  Bergons, 
and  a  hundred  other  peaks. 

The  threshold  of  the  Breche  is  an- 
gular, like  the  roof  of  a  house,  and  the 
frontier  line  runs  directly  along  it,  so 
that  one  may  sit  astride  of  it  with  one 
leg  in  France  and  the  other  in  Spain. 

All  along  the  front  of  the  Brdehe, 
on  the  French  side,  the  glacier  is 
tcooped  out  into  a  deep  fosse  or  cavity 
by  the  action  of  the  sun's  rays  pouring 
flrom  the  south,  through  the  opening, 
as  Raymond  has  well  explained,  so 
that  it  cannot  be  approached  directly, 
but  only  by  skirting  the  edge  of  the 
cavity. 

The  ascent  of  the  Brftche  de  Ro- 
land was  accomplished  by  the  Duchesse 
de  Berri,  Sn  1828,  but  it  is  not  fit  for 
ladies  in  general. 

The  Brdche  is  said  by  Ramond  to 
be  visible  from  Saragossa  and  Huesca; 
and  apraetifled  eye,  knowing  where  to 


search  for  these  cities,  might,  with 
*  the  aid  of  a  telescope  in  a  clear  state 
,  of  the  atmosphere,  be  enabled  to  dis- 
I  cern  them  from  hence. 

The  Breche  de  Roland  is  used  by 
the  inhabitants  of  several  villages  on 
the  Spanish  side  as  a  pass  into  France, 
and  especially  by  smugglers.  Through 
it  lies  the  way  to  ascend  the  Mont 
Perdu,  which  may  be  reached  in  6 
hours  from  the  Breche,  descending 
at  first  some  hundred  feet,  and  skirt- 
ing the  crumbling  slopes  of  the  Map> 
bor^  on  the  1.  Travellers  usually 
pass  the  night  in  a  poor  hut  near 
its  base  on  the  high  table  land 
called  Millaris,  scattered  over  with 
slaty  debris,  and  traversed  by  rents 
and  deep  fissures.  Mont  Perdu  is 
composed  of  4  stages  or  terraces, 
faced  by  abrupt  escarpments,  each 
receding  farther  back  than  the  one 
below.  The  2  lower  steps  are  easity 
ascended  by  means  of  a  talus  oif  marly- 
debris  fallen  from  above.  The  Sd 
and  4th  are  very  difilcult  to  scale, 
especially  the  4th,  which  can  only  be 
reached  through  a  sort  of  chimney, 
serving  as  an  outlet  for  the  melting 
snow.  The  summit  of  the  Mont 
Perdu  is  11,168  feet  above  the  sea 
level,  and  second  in  height  to  the 
Maladetta  alone  among  the  Pyrenees; 
and  was  first  surmounted  in  1802  by 
Ramond  after  two  dangerous  and 
fruitless  attempts.  It  is  not  to  fie 
tried  without  the  aid  of  a  skilful 
guide.  Mr.  Erskine  Murray  ascended 
from  the  hut  of  the  Millaris,  and  re- 
turned from  the  summit  to  Gldre  on 
the  same  day.  

Bariges  and  Pass  of  the  Tourmalet  to 
JSagnires  de  Bigorre, 

It  requires  1}  hour  to  go  in  a  car- 
riage with  two  horses  from  Lus  to 
Badges,  though  the  distance  is  only 
4]  m.,  but  it  is  an  ascent  all  the  veay, 
and  the  road  is  heavy  and  badly  made, 
becanse  constantly  washed  away  by 
the  torrent.  Notwithstanding  this  the 
accommodation  at  Barnes  w  ao  rerj 
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infeHor  that  the  traveller  bound  for 
Bagneres  by  the  Tourmalet  had  better 
lengthen  bis  day's  journey  by  starting 
from  Luz  than  put  up  at  Bareges. 

On  quitting  Luz  you  pass  on  the 
1.  the  ruined  castle  ofSte,  Marie,  one  of 
the  last  possessions  retained  by  the 
£ngtish  in  the  S.  of  France,  since  it 
held  out  for  the  Black  Prince  nearly 
as  long  as  Lourdes  (p.  299).  It 
stands  on  a  mount,  at  the  point  where 
the  valley  of  Bareges,  or  of  the  Bas- 
tan#  opens  into  the  plain  of  Luz. 
This  is  one  of  the  least  attractive  val- 
leys of  the  Pyrenees  ;  the  mountains 
around  it  are  not  picturesque  in  their 
forms,  and  the  fissile  and  easily  disin- 
tegrated shale  composing  them,  crum- 
bling down  and  filling  up  the  bottom 
and  sides  of  the  valley,  has  been  cut 
through  by  the  Bastan,  and  other  furi- 
ous toitents  which  seam  the  mountains' 
sides.  From  time  to  time  vast  masses 
of  ddbris  are  washed  down,  and 
^Qulementd  eabu6,  which  stop  up  the 
watercourses  uatil  a  debacle  occurs, 
and  spreads  desolation  below  it.  Such 
catastrophes  are  of  frequent  occur- 
rence ;  and  the  main  torrent,  the  Bas- 
tan, is  a  very  scourge.  The  great 
elevation  of  the  valley  above  the  sea 
contributes  to  its  cheerless  and  forbid- 
ding character;  and  it  is  in  such  a 
situation,  at  a  height  437 1  ft.  above 
the  sea  level,  confined  by  gloomy 
mountains  which  almost  seem  to  over- 
bang  it,  that 

.  7  Bareges  stands,  a  watering  place 
better  known  by  name,  perhaps,  in  dis- 
tant countries,  than  any  other. among 
the  Pyrenees,  and  in  deserved  repute 
with  those  who  are  really  ill  and  in 
aamest  to  get  well,  on  account  of  the 
cures  effected  by  its  WAters,  but  void 
of  all  other  attractions,  destitute  even 
of  a  tolerable  Jnn  (H.  de  France;  best, 
but  very  uncomfortable ;  cuisine  dirty 
and  bad:  H.  de  La  Paiz;  worse 
still).  There  is  nothing  to  see  here, 
•o  that  our  advice  to  travellers  for 
amusement  is,  pass  through  and  tarty 
not.  Being  the  loftiest  of  the  Pyre- 
acan  batbfl»  its  atmotphere  is  fihiUy 


and  variable  even  in  the  heq;fat  <^ 
summer.  It  contains  about  70  houses, 
chiefly  lodgings,  with  two  miserable 
caf6s,  arranged  in  a  long,  dull  street 
running  by  the  side  of  the  Gave.  The 
buildings  next  the  stream,  which 
are  meant  to  last,  are  based  on  huge 
buttresses  of  masonry,  without  which 
precaution  they  would  long  ago  have 
been  swept  away  by  the  inundations 
of  the  torrenL  A  wide  gap,  how- 
ever, is  left  in  the  midst,  upon  which 
only  a  few  temporary  booths  and  huts 
of  wood  are  raised,  for  the  winter 
avalanches  sweep  down  from  tha 
mountains  Ayr^  on  the  B.  and  Midait 
on  the  N.,  through  the  wide  gaping 
gashes  in  their  sides,  which  open  out 
opposite  the  vacant  space,  and  bury 
this  part  of  the  town  under  the  snow 
for  several  months  of  the  year.  In 
consequence  Bareges  is  inhabited  only 
during  summer  and  autumn,  and  is 
abandoned  for  the  rest  of  the  year, 
except  by  a  few  persons  who  take 
care  of  the  houses,  to  the  wolves  and 
bears  who  often  come  down  and 
prowl  about  the  street.  Mr.  Erskine 
Murray,  who  came  hither  in  the  midst 
of  winter,  found  the  entire  population 
reduced  to  SO  men  and  women,  col- 
lected around  the  great  public  bath 
for  the  sake  of  the  heat  of  the  water^ 
all  busily  employed  knitting.  At  tha 
beginning  of  summer  the  owners  re* 
turn  and  dig  out  their  houses  from  the 
snow,  which  covers  them  up  to  the 
first  floor.  The  triste  air  of  the 
place  is  greatly  increased  by  the  num-* 
her  of  cripples,  sick,  and  invalids  you 
encounter  at  every  step.  This  may 
be  called  the  Hospital  Brunnen  of  the 
Pyrenees,  being  visited  yearly  by  lOOO 
or  1200  genuine  invalids,  to  wbom 
the  prospect  of  regaining  health  it  a 
sufficient  attraction.  The  French  go* 
vemment  have  estc^lished  here  a 
military  hospital,  capable  of  rec^ving 
SOO  men  fuid  100  officers  (perhapa 
more)  for  50  days.  The  cures  eflbded 
by  the  waters  are  wonderful  t  tbeir 
efficacy  is  very  great  in  gunshot  and 
other  wounds,  in  curing  soresy  in  le* 
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lieving  rhenniBtisin»  stiffness  of  the 
jointe)  and  scrofulous  complaints. 
They  cause  old  wounds  or  ill-cured 
ulcers  to  open  afresh  at  first,  then 
relieve  them  by  discharges,  drawing 
to  the  surface  extraneous  bodies  long 
imbedded  in  the  flesh,  and  promoting 
Che  exfoliation  of  carious  portions  of 
bone,  and  finally  closes  the  wound 
in  a  healthy  manner. 

The  mineral  vxUer  is  very  strong,  its 
principal  ingredient  being  sulpburet 
of  sodium,  with  portions  of  carbonate, 
muriate  and  sulphate  of  soda,  azote, 
sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  animal 
matter.  It  is  derived  from  6  or  7 
different  springs,  the  most  potent  being 
that  called  Le  Tambour,  but  the  sup- 
ply is  scarcely  adequate  to  the  demand. 
They  are  conducted  into  a  miserably- 
arranged,  dirty,  and  ill-smelling  ba^ 
faouse>  where  they  fill  16  baths,  for  the 
use  of  which  1  fr.  is  charged,  and 
into  S  piscines  or  public  baths  capable 
of  holding  from  13  to  20  persons 
each.  One  of  these  is  appropriated 
to  the  soldiers,  another  to  the  civil 
service,  the  3d  to  the  poor.  Admis- 
sion to  them  is  settled  by  order  of 
precedence,  and  they  are  in  use  all 
day  and  all  night.  Indeed  so  pre- 
cious is  the  fluid,  that  the  water  from 
the  bath-house  is  said  to  be  turned  into 
the  piscines.  The  piscines  are  horrid 
vaulted  dens  below  ground,  their  roof 
serving  as  a  promenade,  filled  with 
vapour ;  and  the  water  has  a  greenish- 
yellow  tint.  The  waters  have  a  strong 
smdl  of  rotten  eggs,  and  a  nanseous 
oily  taste;  after  standing  they  are 
covered  on  the  surface  with  a  film  of 
glairy  unctuous  substance,  which  they 
also  deposit  on  the  sides  and  bottom 
of  the  bath,  called  Baregine  by  French 
chemists.  These  valuable  medicinal 
springs  rise  (as  usual  in  the  Pyrenees) 
neartiie  junction  of  the  slate  rock  with 
the  granite,  and  force  their  way  to  the 
surface  through  a  mass  of  debris  com- 
posed of  the  neighbouring  rocks. 
They  were  first  brought  into  notice  by 
a  visit  which  Madame  de  Maintenon 
paid  to  them  1676,  by  advice  of  the 


royal  physician  Fagon,  for  the  sake  of 
the  young  Due  de  Maine,  natural  son 
of  Louis  Xiy.,  and  her  pupil.  The 
*•  gouvemante "  dates  several  of  her 
letters  from  hence ;  and  after  a  pro- 
tracted residence  she  had  the  satis- 
fiu:tion  of  bringing  back  the  little 
cripple  so  much  better  that  he  could 
enter  the  room  to  meet  the  king  walk- 
ing. She  reached  this  place  by  cross- 
ing the  Tourmalet,  theroad  by  Lourdes 
not  being  then  made,  and  lodged  in 
the  Maison  Maraquette.  Bareges  was 
once  nearly  swept  away  by  the  burst- 
ing of  the  Lac  d'Oncet. 

A  scantv  and  stunted  wood  of  firs 
and  alders  is  planted  on  the  hill  above 
Bareges  on  the  S.  It  serves  as  a  par- 
tial protection  from  avalanches,  and 
below  is  converted  into  a  promenade 
by  walks  cut  along  the  slopes. 

The  fine  tissue  called  cripe  de  Sar- 
iges,  is  not  made  here,  but  at  Bag- 
n^res  de  Bigorre. 

IHKgenees  go  daily  in  the  season  to 
Lourdes,  where  they  correspond  with 
those  to  Pau,  Toulouse,  and  Bagn^res. 
The  direct  road  to  Bagneres,  and  by 
far  the  most  interesting,  is  over  the 
TourTnaleti  but  it  is  not  practicable 
for  carriages.  Horses  and  guides  may 
be  obtained  at  Bareges. 

Besides  the  excursions  described 
under  the  head  of  Lnz,  which  may  be 
made  from  Bareges  nearly  as  well  as 
from  that  place,  is  the  ascent  of  the 
Pic  du  Midi  de  Bigorre,  which  lies  but 
a  short  way  off  the  road  to  Bagndres 
by  the  Tourmalet,  and  will  now  be 
described. 

The  distance  from  Bareges  to  Bag- 
neres de  Bigorre  across  the  Tourmalet 
is  about  18m.;  including  a  halt  to 
rest  the  horses,  it  takes  up  from  7  to  8 
hours.  A  good  bridle  road,  which  will 
probably  soon  be  passable  for  chars, 
and  might  easily  be  made  a  carriage 
road,  leads  up  the  Bastan  valley  on 
the  1.  bank  of  the  torrent.  The  valley 
looks  very  dreary  from  the  barrenness 
of  the  mountain  tops,  and  the  deep: 
gashes  i:ut  in  their  crumbling  sides  by 
the  avalanches  which  rush  down  them 
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in  spring.  Yet  their  course  is  so  ' 
Tegular,  that  on  the  very  margin  of 
these  gashes  cottages  are  built,  each 
protected  by  a  tuft  of  trees,  and  along 
their  slopes  a  few  cultivated  patches  of 
corn  stretch  upwards.  Two  torrents 
descend  from  the  rt,,  out  of  the  vales 
of  Lienz  and  Escabous,  at  whose  head 
lie  nearly  a  dozen  small  tarns,  after 
which  the  Bastan  is  crossed,  and  the 
main  ascent  begins.  About  1|  hour*s 
walk  from  Bareges  you  pass  on  the 
1.  a  path  striking  up  a  small  valley 
towards  the  Fie  du  Midi  de  Bigorre, 
That  majestic  mountain,  which  though 
9486  ft.  above  the  sea  level,  is  free 
Irom  snow  in  summer,  rises  on  the 
L  of  the  Pass  of  the  Tourmalet,  and 
is  accessible,  even  on  horseback,  in 
4^  hours  from  Bareges.  The  way 
lies  by  the  margin  of  the  Lac  d'Oncet, 
a  picturesque  tarn  at  the  foot  of  the 
pedc,  nearly  closed  in  by  precipices, 
about  2000  ft  below  the  summit. 
The  view  from  the  top  comprises  on 
the  N.  the  .  plains  watered  by  the 
Adour  and  Garonne,  on  the  S«  the 
great  chain,  including  the  step-like 
mass  of  the  Mont  Penlu,  the  Cylin* 
<dre^  Tours  de  Marbore,  and  Vigne- 
male,  covered  with  glaciers,  while 
among  a  multitude  of  peaks  to  the 
£.  rises  the  Maladetta,  the  loftiest  of 
the  Pyrenees.  There  is  another  way 
down  through  the  Hourquette  de 
Cinq  Ours  and  the  ravine  leading 
from  the  Lac  d*Oncet  to  Trames 
Aigues  in  the  valley  of  Grip. 

Ascent  of  the  Pic  du  Midi  from 
Lux, 

**  I  bad  engaged  a  carriage  to  take 
us  to  Bareges,  intending  to  hire  horses 
tiiere,  but  fortunately  I  changed  my 
plan,  and  took  my  horses  at  Luz,  for, 
on  my  arrival  there,  I  found  the 
whole  of  the  horses  preriously  en- 
gaged. We  left  Luz  soon  after  seven, 
and  Bareges  about  nine,  llie  road  is 
at  first  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Bastan, 
and  the  bridge  having  been  destroyed 
by  the  torrent,  we  were  obliged  to  make 
France. 


a  detour  to  cross  it.  From  this  point 
we  did  not  meet  with  a  single  tree,  but 
the  lower  parts  of  the  hills  were  co- 
vered with  verdure.  After  a  2  hour's 
ride  we  came  to  the  point  where  the 
path,  to  ascend  the  Pic  du  Midi, 
branches  off  from  that  leiAing  across 
the  Tounnalet  to  Bigorre.  Here  is  a 
shed,  occupied  by  a  man  who  bad  the 
care  of  some  cattle  and  sheep;  h^ 
provided  us  with  excellent  milk  in  a 
wooden  bowl;  it  was  deliciously  cool 
having  been  kept  in  the  running 
stream.  From  hence  the  path  is  steep, 
and  in  many  places  dangerous,  there 
being  scarcely  room  for  a  horse  to 
step.  We  were  enabled  to  ride  to 
within  100  yards  of  the  sununit.  The 
view  here  is  magnificent.  It  wants 
the  numerous  lakes  of  the  Righi,  -» 
but  in  other  respects  is  superior.  The 
Pic  du  Midi  is  nearly  10,000  ft.  above 
the  sea,  and  stands  at  the  outer 
verge  of  the  Pyrenean  rangCi  It 
descends  with  only  one  break  to  the 
plain,  and  affords  a  view  towards 
Bordeaux  and  Toulouse,  bounded 
only  by  the  limit  of  vision.  Turning 
towards  the  S.  a  wonderful  sea  of 
rocks,  pinnacles,  and  glaciers  present 
themselves.  The  Br^he  de  Roland, 
Mont  Perdu>  and  the  Maladetta, 
forming  conspicuous  points  in  this 
immense  semicircle  of  mountains* 
The  day  was  beautiful,  not  a  cloud  to 
be  seen.  Our  guide^  Bernard,  said  it 
did  not  occur  four  days  in  the  year. 
We  enjoyed  our  luncheon,  and  our 
sherry  mixed  with  the  snow  of  the 
glaciers. 

"  The  various  roads  and  villages  in 
the  vicinity  of  Bigorre  could  be  dis- 
tinctly traced.  By  the  advice  of  our 
guide,  we  walked  as  lar  as  the  Lac 
d'Oncet,  the  highest  lake  in  the  Py. 
renees.  On  reaching  the  junction 
to  the  paths,  we  ngain  applied  to 
the  shepherd  for  some  ice  cream. 
During  our  excursion  the  Bastan 
had  considerably  dinnnished,  and  we 
were  enabled  to  ford  the  river  a  little 
above  Bardges.  *'— >2>. 

The   Tourmaiet  is  a  low  curved 
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rUiglBf  such  as  wovld  be  called  a 
eek  io  the  Alps,  an  isthmus  uniting 
•the  Pic  du  Midi  with  the  main 
chain  of  the  Pyrenees,  orer  which 
lies  the  passage  from  the  TaUey  of 
.the  Gave  do  Pau,  into  tliat  of  the 
Adotir.  A  serifis  of  steep  zigzags 
-carried  over  heaps  of  shivered  shale, 
leads  up  to  it.  Qn  the  rt.  rise  three 
bristUng  mountains  of  fine  form,  the 
.Caubdre,  the  CampBn%  and  the  Pic 
!d*£spade«  The  summit  of  the  pass 
is  7141-  feei  above  the  sea  level :  the 
.view  kam  it  is  not  very  str&iog;  but 
as  yoa  look  back  tbe  Monn^  and 
•JDOuatains  above  Cauterets  aie  visible 
«heyood  tt«  The  vale  of  Grip  opens  out 
faw  more  pleasingly  than  that  of  Ba^ 
xeges,  carpetted  with  beautiful  pas- 
•iures ;  it  is  the  cradle  of  the  infant 
Adour,  which  rises  near  the  base  of 
the  Pic  d'Espade.  After  a  mile  or 
4wo  of  gmdual  descent,  the  vsdley 
makes  an  .abrupt  dip,  down  whioh  the 
•path  is  carried  by  a  series^  of  very 
irteep  aigaags  called  fiscalette,  to  a 
hamlet  occupied  by  shepherds,  called 
Xrames  Aigues  (3  hours  from  Bo^ 
Ydge»)»  .at'  the  mouth  of  •  a  >  gorge 
thffOMgh  irhicfa  the  pyramidal  mass  of 
A»  'Pic  du  Midi  appears  in  full 
jDMJesty.  This  is  the  finest  object 
toxiitlm  pass  :  its  bare  precipice,  when 
lighted  up  by  the  sun,  exhibits  the 
BBost  singulwly  contorted  strata,  imi- 
taUag  the  lines  on  an  agate.  It  re* 
mains  in  sight  only  for  a  short  dis- 
tance, but  from  no  point  does  this 
fBOuntatn  appear  to  greater  advantage. 
The  summit  of  the  Pic  is  reached 
from  Bagnercs  by  ascending  this 
valley. 

•'  Near  Artigues,  a  hamlet  on  the  rt. 
beyond  the  river,  is  a  cascade  formed 
hy  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Adour, 
And  another  a  little  lower  down,  the 
Garret  formed  by  the  Adour  itself,  be- 
neath a  black  fir  forest,  which  covers 
the  shoulder  of  the  mountain  like  a 
bear-skin,  above  the  village  of  Grip, 
■This  is  a  prettily  situated  group  of 
scattered  cottages,  including  a  very 
l9knble  country  inn,  famed  for  its 


trout  (H.  des  Voyageurs,  ehez  Csx4- 
res) :  it  is  the  one  nearest  Bagn^res, 
4  hours^  walk  or  ride  from  Bareges, 
and  3^  from  Bagneres  de  Bigorve. 
Grip  is  much  freipiented  by  visitors 
from  both  baths,  on  account  of  its  wa- 
terfalls and  its  pleanng  position,  pre- 
cisely in  the  part  of  die  vidley  wheoe 
trees .  fiourisdi,  corn  b^ins  to  grow, 
and  pastures  become  most  verdant. 
Tbe  Pic  du  Midi  may  be  reached  in 
•Sh.  iVom  this.  ■ 

.  From  Grip  to  Bagneres  -de  Bigorie 
ihere  is  a  good  carriage  K>ad,  which, 
at  St.  Marie,  falls  into  the  vtdtey  cf 
Campan,  and  the  route  to  Lucfaon  by 
Arreau  (Bk  86.).  The  aspect  o£tfae 
Val  de  Campan  from  this  point,  and 
in  descendii^  to  Bigerre,  is  lessattrac- 
tive  than  in.  ascending,  owing  10  the 
arid,  bare»  and  stained  escarpments  of 
the  Jitnestone  dlaSi  (Jura-  limestone) 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  .the  Adour,  but 
there  are  some  fine  views  on  the  1. 
looking  up  the  tribntaiy  valleys  to- 
wards the  Pic  du  Midi. 

Ste.  Marie^  7^m«  from>  -Bagneres, 
lies  near  tiw  point  of  juuctiati  of  two 
valleys,  up  one  of  which  runs  the- road 
-to  Grip  and  the  Tourmakt,  and  iqp 
the  other,  that  to  Luchon  by  Arrean. 
The  village  of  Campan,  lower  down, 
which  gives  its  name  to  tbe  valley, 
is  not  remarkable,  but  every  travelkr 
is  pestered  as  he  passes  to  visit  tbe 
grotto,  which  is  not  worth  seeing^ 

Below  this^  through  the  fine  open- 
ing of  the  vale  of  Lesponne  to  thel., 
the  Pics  du  Midi  and  de  Montaigu 
are  well  seen:  near  its  entrance  stands 
the  mansion  of  St.  Paul. 

At  Baud^n,  a  small  village  a  little 
lower  down,  Baron  Larr^,  the  army 
surgeon  and  favourite  of  Buonaparte, 
who  accompanied  him  on  his  viuious 
campaigns,  was  bom  1766,  m  a  hum- 
ble bouse  marked  by  a  marble  tablet. 
The  valley  of  Campan  is  fertile,  well 
cultivated,  and  populous,  with  a  con- 
siderable show  of  picturesque  beauty 
(see  p.  322. )w  The  precipitous  moun- 
tain rising  on  the  rt.  is  the  ^Penne  de 
VHyeriSf  often  ascended  on  account  of 
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ite  view.  Tbe-  Pont  de  G^rde,  over 
the  Adour^  leads  to  it 
.  2  m.  abort  of  Bagn^es  close  to  the 
jTo^y  is.  Medous,  a  sequestrated  and 
abftodoned  Capuchin  confent,  reduced 
X»  .uninteresting  ruins.  A  copious 
4»urce  of  dear  water  rising  here  serves 
4o>turo  a  marble  mill.  On  the  out^ 
jJkjrts  of  Bagneres,.  the  road  passes 
^lofio-  under  the  promenade  called 
AJ]^  Maintenon»  p.  S22. 
.  BACNsaKs.nx  BxooABs(Route  86.)* 


ROUTE  86. 

S¥KENEK8<  -. —  BACKKRKS     DE    BI- 

_    /GQ«(.&B  TO  BAONE&KS  JQX  I.UCHON.-~- 

%     JUm^STAlV     SLOAJ>,-    BY    ^UE,    HOUa* 

1V0WSE. .  J>*A&tlV.  r— .4B.BBAU,  COJ.  DS 

TfiTBlEfiOaDXS,    AXD    VAL    PE    X.*AR- 

,    momwt  -^sxcuEsioN  xo  xhje  jlac  nx 

•  .    SEQVWOrOB  LAC  D'OO. 

•  Thi»-  route  may  be  divided  into  2 
days*  journey,  by  baiting  for  the  night 
at  Acroan,  situated  abput  half  way, 
'Th»  vtoad  to  that  place  is  prac- 
tiaabki  ior  light  cars;  beyond  it 
tibete  is  ondy  a  bridle  xoad.  The 
Ifltel  distance  may  be  about  35  m.» 
iHMduwve  of  the  excuraion  to  Seculejo, 
wbioh  is  about  12  m*  more,  to  and  £ro, 
flff  .the  direct  road.  The  route 
abomids  in  pieturesque  beauties;  it 
Megnda  the  Val  Gampan  (described  in 
Ii»  85)  OS  &«  as  the  village  of  Ste. 
Btlftrie^t  7^  m.,  4  hours*  walk  firom 
Ai^reaot.  'We  bore  leave^  on  the  rt., 
the  load  to  Grip  and  the  Tourma* 
l«ti  and  crosflisg  the  Adour  ascend 
Ipnadiially  along  the  bank  of  its  £. 
tributary*  iq[>  the  Val  do  S^ube,  and, 
pnnning  through  a  scattered  and  pioT 
tuaiesqiio  village,  reaeb,  in  2^  or  3 
lionrs,sS*aillole,  a  group  of  eottages, 
in  the  nudst  of  green  pastures,  eo<* 
ciroled  by  noble  forests,  whidi  seem 
to  havo  sufl&red  little  diminution  from 
tito  woodman*s  axe«  In  the  mountain 
on  the  £.  side  c^  the  valley,  eomposed 
of  transition  limestone,  are  the  quar- 
riff  of:  E^piodet,  yielding  tbe  marble 


called  of  Campan,  .a  great  deal  Of 
which  was  employed  in  the  decoration 
of  the  royal  villa  of  Trianon.  After 
being  long  abandoned,  they  are  now 
again  worked  by  M.  Geruset  of  Bag- 
neres.  At  Campan  itself  wbero  the 
rocks  are  of  the  Jura  limestone^  no 
marble  is  obtained* 

The  ascent  to  the  Cd,  or  HourgueUe 
d^Avpiiif  is  carried  up  from  the  fiirm 
cottages  of  Paillole,  at  first  in  xiguigf, 
entirely  through  forests  of  fir,  com- 
posed of  fine  trees  of  ancient  growth, 
covering  the  hill  sides  &r  and  wide; 
only  through  gaps. among  the  trees,, 
the  bare  Pic  d*Arbezon,  is  seen,  from 
time  to  time,  on  the  rt,  at  the  head 
of  the  valley.     .  The  trees  thin  out 
before  reaching  the  top  of  the  pa8s^ 
whose  open  curved  slopes  are  covered 
with  turf.     Tbe  Hourquette  d*Aspin 
(l^  hours  firom  Paillole)  commands 
<me  of  tiie  finest  viewtjn  the  PyremfeM, 
Itook  back,'  and  the  Pic du  Midi  de 
Bigorre  and  tbe  Pic  d'Arbizon  risa 
majestically  above  the,  pine  forests; 
forward,   and  the  billowy  ibrms..  c^ 
many  mountains,  and  tbe  junction  of 
many  valleys,  peaks,  ridges,  and  hol- 
lows^  ono  behind  another,  are  pre^ 
salted  ,to  view,  and  the  horizon  Is 
closed    by    tha   snowy .  top    of  the 
JVIaladetta,  or  at  least  of  the  Monta 
Maudits*     The  slope  of  the  hills,  on 
the  side  of  Arreau,  is  so  steep  that  the 
descent  upon  that  town,  which  appeara 
lying  in  a  hole,  as  it  were,  no  more 
than  a  ride   shot   off,   is    only    e£. 
fected  by  most  compUeated  tourni- 
quets, or  winding  terraces,  the  vagaries 
of  which  are  most  extraordinary  and 
tantalising:    4    or    5    times,   when 
you  think  you  are  close  to  Arreau, 
the  road  turns    away .  to   penetrate 
nearly  to  the  head  of  the  valley,  oq 
the  rt.   or  1.,  and  it  takes  a  good 
hour  from  the   top   of  the  pass  io 
reach   the  town,  which  is  about  5^ 
hours'  ride  or  walk  from  Bagneres. 
There  is  another  pass  from  the  VfX 
de  Campan  into  the  Val  d*  Aure,  and 
to   Arreau,  crossing  the  mountains 
more  to  the  S.  than  the  above,  b^t 
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the  path  is  not  so  well  marked,  and  is 
much  steeper  though  shorter.  It  is 
called  Hourquette  d' Arreau. 

Arreau  ( /»»,  H.  de  France,  neither 
clean,  good,  nor  moderate)  is  a  small 
town,  no  wise  remarkable  except  for 
its  ntuation,  nearly  in  the  midst  of  the 
picturesque  Val  d'Aure,  which  runs 
up  into  the  Pyrenees,  between  the 
Val  de  Campan  and  the  Val  de 
Luchon,  at  the  junction  of  the  Nestes 
(or  torrents)  de  Louron  and  d*Aure, 
which  turn  several  saw-mills :  the 
number  of  inhabitants  is  about  1,600. 

Lower  down  the  valley,  near  Sar- 
rincolin,  are  the  marble  quarries  of 
Beyrideand  Camous. 

The  upper  part  of  the  Val  d'Aure 
unfolds  scenery  whose  extreme  beauty 
and  magnificence  will  well  recompense 
the  pedestrian  disposed  to  explore  it, 
and  prepared^  for  the  wretched  ac- 
commodation which  is  to  be  found. 
Indeed  it  is  advisable  to  take  pro- 
Ttsions  of  some  kind,  or  at  least  wliite 
bread.  A  path  along  the  1.  bank  of 
the  Neste  leads  through  the  villages 
of  Cad^c  (\  hour),  Ancisan,  Gui- 
chen,  all  ancient  settlements  of  the 
Templars,  to  Vielle  (Aure),  5  m., 
a  village  with  a  wretched  inn  (H. 
d'Espagne),  a  very  picturesque  ruined 
castle  on  a  height,  and  a  curious 
^ureh  of  the  Templars,  with  a  wooden 
clock  tower,  and  a  singularly  orna- 
mented door.  Over  this  part  of  the 
valley  the  Pics  d'Arbizon  and  d*Azet 
rise  in  great  grandeur.  One  hour's 
walk  above  Vielle  is  Tramesaigues,  a 
village  having  sulphureous  springs, 
whose  situation  Mr.  Paris  considers 
one  of  the  most  romantic  in  the  Py- 
renees. Here  the  valley  divides, 
and  2  paths  strike  off  into  Spain,  one 
due  S.  by  the  Port  de  Plan,  the 
other  inclining  to  S.W.  by  the  Port 
de  Bielsa,  passing  Ars^nouet,  whence 
a'path  mounts  over  the  Port  de  Cam- 
biel  to  Gedre,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Val  d*H6as.     (R.  85.  p.S07.) 

The  Port  de  Cambiel  is  a  depression 
between  the  mountains  of  Cambiel 
and  the  Pic  Long,  nearly  8,000  feet 


high,    whence    the   Vignemale    and 
Mont  Perdu  are  well  seen. 

Two  mule  paths  conduct  from  Ar- 
reau to  B.  de  Luchon ;  one  by  the 
Port  de  Pierre6tte  (6  hours*  walk), 
which  is  the  loftier  and  the  finer  in 
point  of  scenery,  but  a  bad  road  ;  'the 
other,  more  commonly  taken,  by  the 
Port  de  Pe3rresourde.  It  runs  up  the 
Valley  of  the  Neste  de  Louron, 
which,  at  first  narrow,  widens  out, 
and  becomes  populous  higher  up, 
and  is  studded  with  a  great  number 
of  old  feudal  castles,  now  in  ruins, 
but  which  once  defended  the  passage 
into  Spain,  perched  on  conical  rocks. 
That  ii  Bord^res,  on  the  1.  bank,  was 
the  stronghold  of  the  Counts  of  Ar- 
magnac,  owners  of  the  valley,  the  last 
of  whom,  John  V.,  in  the  reign  of 
Louis  XL,  1475,  on  account  of  his 
in&mous  union  with  his  sister,  was 
excommunicated  by  the  pope,  and 
deprived  of  his  princely  domains 
by  Louis.  Below  this,  looking  back, 
there  is  a  good  view  of  the  windings 
of  the  road  to  the  Col  d'Aspin  and 
of  the  town  of  Arreau,  which  looks 
well  only  at  a  distance.  At  Avejan^ 
above  -Borddres,  the  road  crosses  to 
the  rt.  bank,  and,  gradually  ascend* 
ing  by  narrow  lanes  flanked  by  trees 
and  hedges,  through  the  villages  £s* 
travielle  and  several  others,  reaches 
Loudervielle,  distiiiguished  by  its 
square  feudal  watch 'tower  projecting 
over  the  valley,  and  confronted,  on 
the  opposite  side,  by  a  rival  fort,  based 
upon  a  rocky  pedestal  now  quarried 
for  slates.  Above  this,  the  vale  of 
the  Louron  divides  into  2  branches* 
terminating  in  the  Ports  de  la  Pez  and 
de  Clarbide,  leading  into  %>aiu,  but 
difficult,  if  not  dangerous,  and  little 
used ;  and  between  them  rises  the 
grand  Pic  de  Genoa.  Near  the  Port 
de  la  Pez  are  remains  of  a  itoMiel  200 
feet  long,  commenced  by  some  specu- 
lators, who  designed  to  bore  through 
the  mountain  in  order  to  reach  the 
Spanish  pine  forests,  and  make  use  of 
their  timber.  The  scheme  was  aban- 
doned.    The  ruined  gallery  is  situ* 
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ated  htgb  above  all  habitations,  and 
to  visit  it  would  take  up  a  day.  We 
pursue  our  course  up  the  valley  no 
fitrther^  but  at  Loudervielle  (2f  hours* 
ride  from  Arreau)  turn  to  the  1.  up 
a  very  steep  stony  ascent  leading  to 
tile  Cdi  de  Peyregordeg,  4,452  feet 
above  the  sea,  which  separates  the 
Val  de  Louron  from  that  of  L*Ar- 
boust,  covered  with  coarse  pasturage 
dotted  over  with  a  few  fir  trees. 
A  new  and  better  path  is  being 
traced  across  this  col.  Cultivation  is 
carried  up  very  high  in  the  opposite 
valley ;  but  the  woods  (arbusta),  from 
which,  doubtless,  it  derives  its  name, 
are  greatly  diminished.  Before  des- 
cending, a  narrow  path,  difficult,  and 
not  practicable  for  horses,  strikes  off 
on  the  rt.  direct  to  the  Lac  d'Oo,  or 
de  Secul^.  Horsemen  must  make 
a  considerable  detour,  descending  the 
TBlley  as  fkr  as  an  ancient,  half* 
ruined,  solitary  church,  planted  on 
a  singular  mound,  by  the  side  of 
which  rises  the  brand  or  split  fir 
tree  set  in  readiness  to  be  lighted  on 
«  The  Eve  of  St.  John  "  (1|  hours 
from  Loudervielle). 

In  order  to  reach  the  beautiful  Lac 
d*Oo  you  turn  to  the  rt.  at  this  church, 
and  by  a  very  narrow  and  stony  path, 
tbrou^  the  fields  and  along  the  slopes 
of  a  hill  which  drops  down  upon  the 
village  d*Oo  and  its  picturesque  castles, 
you  enter  the  Val  de  Ijasto,  as  this 
branch  of  the  Val  de  TArboust,  at 
whose  upper  end  lies  the  Lftc  de 
Secul^jo,  is  called.  It  is  very  nar- 
row and  deep,  closed  in  by  impend- 
ing mountains,  and  at  its  head  by 
glaciers.  The  horse  path  up  it  crosses 
the  clear  stream  of  the  Oo  or  Go, 
just  outade  of  the  village,  and  follow- 
ing thert.  bank  of  the  stream,  threads 
stony  lanes  between  pastures  of 
vivid  green  under  the  shade  of  ash 
trees.  Next,  it  emerges  upon  open 
meadows,  beyond  which  it  begins  to 
mount  in  earnest,  by  a  long  series  of 
zigzags,  a  high  step  stretching  across 
the  valley,  which  from  below  or  above 
appears  a  precipice,  yet  is  made  aeces- 


^ble  for  horses,  but  is  very  toUsoma 
to  surmount.  We  now  enter  the  fir 
woods  ;  the  mountains,  sternly  grand*, 
rise  beetling  over  the  path,  which  is 
at  one  spot  a  mere  shelf  cut  in  the  &ce 
of  the  rock.  At  length,  the  valley  is 
traversed  from  side  to  side  by  a  na« 
tural  dam  of  slate  rocks,  whose  strata 
are  vertical.  Behind  this  the  little 
oval  basin  called  Lac  d  Oo,  or  de  Sttu^ 
lefo,  lies  snugly  cradled,  shut  in  all, 
round,  save  on  the  side  of  the  dam^ 
by  precipices  of  great  height,  which, 
though  vertical,  are  tinged  green  by 
partial  vegetation.  In  front,  a  very  fine 
cascade  forms  the  centre  of  the  pic- 
ture, and  is  reflected  in  a  wlute  streak 
upon  the  dark  mirror  of  the  lake 
below.  The  waters  of  the  lake  es» 
cape  in  a  fall  over  a  gap  in  the  slate 
dam  already  mentioned,  upon  which 
also  stands  a  but,  where  horses  may 
be  put  up,  and  common  refreshments 
obtained.  The  lake  abounds  with 
trout.  Here  a  small  toll  is  paid  for 
keeping  up  the  path. 

The  waterfall  of  the  lac  d*Oo  is 
fed  from  a  still  higher  reservoir,  the 
Lac  dEtpinffo,  drawing  its  supplies 
from  the  contiguoiM  glaciers.  It 
may  be  reached  either  by  a  narrow 
path  along  the  1.  orE.  maigin  of  the 
Lac  d'Oo,  or  by  crossing  it  in  a  boat 
kept  to  convey  people  to  the  foot  of 
the  fall,  and  then  by  clambering  up  at 
the  side  of  it  through  a  rent  in  the 
slate  rock,  whose  broken  laminations 
serve  as  steps  (scala);  next,  passing 
above  the  cascade,  it  reaches  the 
upper  lake,  D*£spingo,  and  a  third 
Isjce  close  beside  it,  called  Saounsat, 
in  which  fish  cannot  live,  though  trout 
are  found  in  its  neighbour,  lying  at 
the  foot  of  the  Mount  Espingo,  amidst 
scenery  fiir  more  savage  than  that  of 
the  Lake  d'Oo.  The  path  continues 
above  this,  over  beds  of  snow,  past  a 
fourth  lake,  which  remains  ice-bound 
almost  the  whole  year,  to  the  col 
called  Port  d*  Oo,  9,850  ft.  above  the 
sea  level,  the  loftiest  col  or  pass  in  the 
Pyrenees,  and  surpassed  by  very  few 
among    the    Alps,    leading   to   the 
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Spanish  town  of  Venasque.  (  R.  87. ) 
On  the  ].  of  this  pass  lies  the  vast 
glacifr  of  the  Port  d'Oo,  the  second' 
in  extent,  next  to  that  of  the  Mala- 
detta,  among  the  Pyrenees. 

It  takes  about  1^  hrs.  to  ascend 
from  the  Tillage  d*Oo  to  the  Lac 
d'Oo  and  3  hrs.  to  descend  from  the 
lake  to  Luchon. 

*  In  going  from  Lachon  to  the  Lac 
d*Oo  you  turn  to  the  1.  out  of  the  Val 
de  L*  Arboust  at  the  village  of  Cazeaus ; 
beggars  and  goitres  abound  here. 
Lower  down  is  St.  Arentin,  a  large 
Tillage  named  from  a  chapel  of  that 
f?aint. 

Thus  far  the  road  is  kept  in  very 
ted  order ;  hence,  to  Luchon,  though 
isteep,  \t  Is  practicable  for  chars. 
Aftel'  crossing  the  minor  stream  of 
the  L*Ouei1,  the  fine  avenue  called 
All^  des  Soupirs  leads  into 

'  Bagnzres  DE  LucHoy.     (R.'87.) 


ROUTE  87. 

THS     FTRXirKSS. FAU   TO    BAGMEaKS 

'  sx  axooiiaE,  A:Mi»  to  bag  meres  ok 

-.  X.UCi40|f,  BY  TABBBS.— -F06X  ROAD,— 

•  Bzcu»sxo^a  to  the   vax.  sb  LTSy 

FOBS  |>E  VEKAaOUB,  AMB  VALD'aBAK* 

To  B.  de  Bigorre,  60  kilom. 
ite  87  £ng.  m.,  thence  to  Luchon 
78  kiloiA.  «  48  £ng.  m. 
'  DiU^eneet  daily,  but  very  slow. 
-  The  following  is  the  direct  ^KJSt 
ffwd '  between  the  two  Bagndres;  it 
runs  through  the  plain  to  the  N.  of 
Hie  Pyrenees,  afibrding  only  cKstant 
Hews  of  them.  To  explore  their 
beauties,  the  traveller  must  pursue 
Rotites  85  and  86.  ^^  practicable 
partly  only  on  horseback. 

A  high  table  land,  in  part  unculti- 
vated, is  traversed  both  before  and 
After  reaching 

•  16  Bordes  d'Expouy. 

•  The  village  passed  on  the  rt., 
fthortiy  before  entering  Tarbes,  dis- 
tifcguidied  by  its  lofly  chuteh,  is  Iboa. 


28  Tarbea.  —  Innt :  HMel  de 
France :  —  Grand  Soleil.  ■  Sir  Jalni 
Froissart  put  up  at  'the  Star,  and 
commended  bis  hostel.  TailM% 
chef  lieu  of  the  Department  of  tlw 
Hautes  Pyrenees,  is  pleaaairtly  si^ 
tuated  on  the  A  dour,  in  the  midst  of 
a  fertile  plain,  in  frill  view  of  the 
Pyrenees.  It  has  9,706  inbabatanls^ 
and  some  manufhctures,  but  eontatMr 
few  objects  of  interest.  Sevenl 
public  walks  contribute  tothepublift 
health  end  recreation,  the  prineipMl 
and  most  striking  of  which'  is  the 
Place  Maubourguet,  .where  are  the 
principal  inns  and  cofih,  and  -  iiks 
Prado.  On  the  Place  llBreaditv 
the  markets  and  extensive  jtaAf 
fidrs  are  held.  There  is  a  fine  bridge 
over  the  Adour,  and  a  portion  of  il» 
water  is  distributed  in  canals  tbvMigh 
the  town.  The  chief  building  iss 
modem  cathedral,  said  to  occupy  the* 
site  of  the  Castle  of  the  Cbunts  of 
Bigorre,  of  which  Tarbes  (the  city 
of  the  Tarbeili)  was  1^  capitaL 
The  English  monarohs  retained  poe^ 
sesaon  of  Bigorre^  which,  with  Gel- 
enne,  formed  the  dowry  of  Qveen 
Eleanor,  for  300  years,  down  to  the 
r^gn  of  Charles  VI L  The  Blaefe 
Prince  kept  bis  court  at  Taibes;- 
Froissart  describea  his  visit  to  tbtf 
Comte  d*Armagnae. 

The  distant  view  of  the  Pyrsneeff 
is  8can;e1y  e<|ual  to  that  from  Bau/ 
but  the  Pic  du  Midi  de  Btgom 
here  forms  the  prominent  <4)9eGt,  and 
the  mountains  about  Luchon  ste  'dw> 
visible.  An  English  baronet  keepa 
a  pack  of  fox-hounds  here,  and  tume 
out  several  times  a  week  in  the 
season.  Tarbes  was  the  brrth-plaee 
of  the  infamous  Bertrand  Borrin 
de  Viieusac,  member  of  the  National 
Convention.  * 

A  smart  action  was  fought  et 
Tarbes,  in  the  interval  between  the 
battle  of  Orthez  and  that  of  Ton- 
louse,  in  whidh  the  British  waif 
drove  the  French  from  their  positii»v 
and  compelled  them  to  retreat.  One 
Freneh  brigade  iras  attacked  by  the 
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3  rifle  battalions:  <*the  fight  was 
short,  yet  wonderfully  fierce  and 
violent,  for  the  French,  probably 
thinking  their  opponimts  to  be  Por- 
tuguese, on  account  of  their  green 
dress,  charged  with  great  hardiness, 
and.  being  encountered  by  men  not 
accustomed  to  yield,  they  fought 
muzsle  to  muzsle,  and  it  was  diffi- 
cult  to  judge  at  first  who  would  win. 
At  last  the  French  gave  way.**  But 
out  of  the  120  men  who  fell  cm  the 
side  of  the  British,  there  were  12 
officers  and  80  men  of  the  Rifies.  - — 
Napier* 

■  The  road  from  Tarbes  to  Cauterets 
and  Barnes,  by  Lourdes  (19  kilom.) 
is  described  in  R.  85.  Tarbes  is  the 
key  to  the  comnmnication  with  all 
parts  of  the  Pyrenees. 

:  MaUepostes  go  daily  to  Pau  and 
Bayonne ;  to  Auch  and  Toulouse ;  to 
Aueh,  Agen,  and  Limoges. 

:  Diligences  go  to  Lourdes  and  Ba« 
rdges ;  also  to  Bagn^res ;  to  Toulouse - 
and  Bordeaux ;    to  Bayonne,  Auch, 
Agen ;  to  Bagn^res  de  Luchon. 

From  Tarbes  our  road  ascends  the 
1.  haak  of  the  Adour ;  gradually  acU 
vmncing  within  the  enabrace  of  the 
mountains, which  rise  in  height  in  pro- 
portion as  we  advance.  The  country  is 
liohly  cultivated,  copiously  irrigated^ 
and  thickly  peopled  ;  no  less  than  8 
viUages  being  passed  on  this  stage. 
A  littie  off  the  tfoad  lies  the  Chateau 
dfOdos,' where  Marguerite,  Queen  of 
Navarre,  sister  of  Francis  I.,  died,! 
1549.  Near  Moiitgaillasd,  the  road 
fiem  liourdes^  Bar^;«^  and  Cau- 
t^ets,  to  Bagn^reSy  falls  in  on  the  rt. 
At  Trdbons,  the  Val  df  Ossonet  opens 
out  on  the  rt.,  and  runs  up  towards 
the  Pio  ds  Montaigu. 

•  A  li^e  below  Pouzac  occurs  a 
church,  walled  round  like  that  of  the 
Tenqilars  at  Luz.  About  2  m.  below 
Bagn^es,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Adoury  near  the  fiirther  extremity  of 
ar  wooden  bridge  over  that  river,  the 
geologist  will  discover  a  knob  of 
hornblende  or  trap  rock  (ophite), 
which  appears  to  have  affected  the 


rocks  about  it,  since,  a  little  lower 
down,  the  granite  is  found  decom*' 
posed,  intomixed  with  a  limestone 
which  has  assumed  a  large  granular 
structure. 

The  knoll  passed  on  the  rt.,  a  little 
behind  the  village  of  Pousac,  before^ 
reaching  the  town,  is  the  Gamp  de 
Casar,  so  called  from  an  intrench- 
ment  upon  it. 

21 .  BAGMsaxs  DE  BiaoRRX. — Inns  .< 
Hotel  de  France,  good ;  eomfortabler 
apartments,  and  excelloit  tablv 
d'hote ;  Galignani  is  r^ularly  tak^b 
in ;  persons  making  some  stay  may 
board  and  lodge  for  6  fr.  per  diem : 
•^-  Frescati,  a  large  establishment^ 
including  mineral  baths  and  springs,; 
a  concert  room,  billiard  and  coffee 
rooms :  —  Hotel  du  Grand  Soleil :  — « 
du  Bon  Pasteur,  good :  *-  de  la  Paix. 

Bagndres  is  the  most  town-like  o0 
the  Pyrenean  watering  places  in  ex-^ 
tent,  amusements,  shops,  &c.,  having; 
a  permanent  population  of  8,000^ 
often  augmented  by  6,000  or  S^OOOi 
strangers,  intent  upon  pleasure  as 
well  as  health,  during  the  season^' 
which  lasts^  from  the  end  of  JuiM 
to  the  €sid  of  iSeptember.  It  Is  a 
obeerfijl  town  of  wfaite*washed  houses^ 
set  off  with  bine  marble  window*^ 
sills  and  door-jamlis,  delightfull]r 
situated,  just  where  the  plain  of  Tar<« 
bes  begins  to  contract  into  the  valft 
of  Campan,  and  the  slopes  which, 
bound  it  to  change  from  hills  ihtc» 
mountains,  whose  noble  peaks  and 
masses  rising  to  the  S.  form  the  backi* 
ground  of  all  the  beautiful .  views  iik 
and  about  the  town,  while  undup-- 
lating  slopes,  trees,  fields  of  maiae^ 
vines,  and  villas  fill  up  the  fiirv* 
ground.  It  stands  at  a  height  of  only 
1852  ft.  above  the  sea  level ;  and  it» 
fiiult  is  the  fervid  heat,  dust,  and 
glare  during  part  of  the  summer,  un^ 
fiumed  by  the  mountain  breezes.  ThA 
Adour,  on  whose  1.  bank  it  is  built^. 
is  here  greatly  reduced  in  breadtb 
and  volume  by  the  numerous  artificial 
ctxts  and  canals,  which  borrow  it9 
waters  for  the  piurpose  of  irrigatiMOU 
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and  to  turn  marble,  paper,  and  other 
mills.  A  large  part  of  these  streams 
also  is  made  to  circulate  through  the 
streets ;  and  thus  they  contribute  to 
clean  them,  xvhile  they  freshen  the 
air.  Every  street  and  lane  has  its 
own  clear  gutter,  at  which  the  house- 
wives wash  their  linen  and  domestic 
vessels  before  their  own  doors ;  while 
to  the  deeper  canals,  horses,  asses, 
and  pigs  repair  twice  a  day,  and  after 
wading  knee  deep,  are  ladled  over 
with  water  thrown  from  their  backs 
by  a  wooden  scoop. 

Montaigne  preferred  Bagneres 
above  all  the  Eaux  Thermales  which 
he  had  visited,  "  oomme  celles  oii  il  y 
avait  plus  d'am6nit6  de  lieu,  commo* 
dit6  de  logis,  de  vivre,  et  de  bonne 
oompagnie ; "  and  on  almost  all  these 
heads  it  still  continues  to  deserve 
praise.  The  climate  is  warmer  and 
less  variable  than  that  of  the  moun- 
tain baths;  the  cost  of  living  and 
price  of  provisions  are  moderate, 
lodgings  being  very  numerous,  since 
almost  every  householder  in  the  town 
lets  either  part  or  the  whole  of  his 
domicile. 

To  the .  passing  traveller  its  chief 
attractions  are  the  picturesque  beauties 
of  the  valleys  and  mountuns  around, 
which  afford  endless  resources :  in  the 
town  itself  are  scarcely  any  curiosities 
or  sights. 

'  The  tall,  octagonal,  Gothic  tower, 
rising  near  the  H.  de  France,  be* 
longed  to  a  church  of  Jacobins,  sup- 
pressed at  the  Revolution.  The 
church  of  St.  John,  which  belonged 
to  the  Templars^  but  is  now  converted 
into  a  playhouse,  retains  a  fine  pointed 
doorway,  enriched  with  mouldings. 
One  or  two  old  feudal  towers  remain 
of  the  ancient  fortifieaHons,  relics  of 
the  days  when  Froissart  describes 
Bagneres  as  "  une  bonne,  grosse  ville, 
ferm^e,"  whose  peaceful  citizens  suf- 
i^ered  sorely  from  a  neighbouring  den 
d  thieves,  or  castle,  or,  to  borrow 
Froi8sart*s  words,  «  Ceux  dUcelle  ville 
•voyent  trop  fort  temps,  car  ils  estoyent 
j^rroy^s  et  harries  de  ceux  de  Mai- 


voi^n  qui  sied  sur  une  montaghe. 
(See  p.  323. )  Bagneres  was  given  up 
to  the  English  by  the  Treaty  of  Bre- 
tigny  ;  and,  as  a  border  fortress  on  a 
line  of  passage  into  Spain,  it  was 
taken  by  Henry  of  Trastamare  by 
storm,  after  the  death  of  his  brother, 
Don  Pedro  the  Cruel.  One  of  the 
towers,  called  de  Malfourat,  still 
stands  opposite  the  Thermes. 

Bagneres  de  Bigorre  owes  its  re- 
putation as  a  watering  place  to  its 
warm  $aHne  springt,  varying  in  tem- 
perature from  87°  to  123°  Fahrenheit^ 
They  are  good  for  disorders  of  the 
digestive  organs,  and  resemble  those 
of  Baden  Baden,  but  contain  a  smaller 
quantity  of  saline  substances.  They 
were  known  to  the  Bx>mans,  as  in- 
scriptions found  in  and  near  the 
town  prove ;  indeed  its  name  is  not 
improbably  traced  to  the  Latin  **  Bal- 
nearia.**  The  sources  rise,  to  the 
number  of  about  40,  within  the  space 
of  3  or  4  hectares,  out  of  a  sbaley 
calcareous  rock,  supposed  to  be  Ihe 
equivalent  of  the  Jura  limestone. 

The  PtAUc  Bathing  Establiakment, 
or  TTiermes,  situated  at  the  extremity, 
of  the  town,  under  Mount  Olivet,  is 
the  largest  building  in  it,  and  the 
handsomest  and  most  cleanly  in  the 
Pyrenees,  though  the  arrangements 
for  conducting  the  mineral  waters  to 
it  are  said  to  be  defective,  and  to  de- 
prive them  of  a  part  of  their  medicinal 
properties.  The  six  springs.  La  Heine 
(named  from  Jeanne  de  Navarre, 
mother  of  Henri  IV.,  who  used  it 
1567),  Le  Dauphin,  Roi  de  Lannes, 
St.  Roch,  Foulon,  and  Des  Yeux, 
are  conducted  into  the  building  and 
distributed  among  its  29  baths  and  4 
douches.  ITie  water  is  previously 
received  and  cooled  down  in  open 
tanks ;  and  it  is  in  this  situation  that 
the  substance  called  by  French  che- 
mists Baregine,  but  whose  nature, 
whether  animal  or  vegetable,  conferva 
or  oscillatoria,  has  not  yet  been  ascer- 
tained, collects  on  the  surface. 

There  are  about  20  other  private 
establishments    in    and    around  the 
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town ;  indeed  it  is  only  necessary  to 
bore  into  the  ground  to  a  certain 
depth  to  obtain  with  certainty  a  warm 
saline  spring.  The  most  fashionable 
and  frequented  bath»  and  the  water 
apparently  most  efficacious,  is  that  of 
Le  Salui,  rather  less  than  a  mile  out 
of  the  town,  in  a  great  recess  in  th^ 
flank  of  the  Monn^  hill.  The  bath, 
house  IS  a  solitary  building,  ap- 
proached by  a  long  arenue  of  poplars, 
winding  through  the  pretty  green 
valley,  crowded  at  all  hours,  but 
chiefly  in  the  morning,  by  bathers  on 
liorseback  or  foot,  or  in  sedan  chairs. 
It  contains  only  10  baths,  so  that, 
during  the  season,  they  are  in  request 
at  all  hours.  The  water  of  the  Salut 
is  saline,  with  a  sulphureous  smell; 
and  it  has  the  property  of  blackening 
silver.  It  has  scarcely  any  perceptible 
taste^  only  a  sort  of  milky  feel  in  the 
mouth* 

Bagneres  also  possesses  a  chalybeate 
spring,  Fontaine  Ferruffineuie  (or 
d*Angouleme),  almost  the  only  one  in 
the  Pyrenees,  situated  on  the  £.;  flank 
of  the  Mount  Olivet,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  village  of  Pouzac  (p.  SI  9. ). 
Granite  is  stated  to  have  been  found 
by  digging,  within  a  few  ft.  of  the 
springi  which,  doubtless,  originates 
in  that  rock. 

The. vale  of  Campan  above  Bag- 
neres abounds  in  the  beautiful  marbles 
lor  which  the  Pyrenees  are  famed : 
they  are  much  used  in  Paris,  and  the 
working  of  them  gives  employment 
to  many  persons  here,  llie  ilfar- 
brfirU  of  M,  Girutet  is  on  a  very 
extensive  scale,  and  the  modes  of 
cuttin£>  turning  in  the  lathe,  and 
polifilung  large  blocks,  by  machinery 
moved  by  the  river,  are  well  worth 
seeing*  Tables,  chimney-pieces,  buf- 
fets, pillars,  slabs,  as  well  as  va^s  and. 
other  articles,  are  made  here ;  and  no 
less  than  20  varieties  of  marble  are 
employed.  The  prices  are  not  extra- 
▼ilgant :  a  list  of  the  cost  of  the  dif- 
ferent varieties  is  printed.  The  most 
beauti^  are  the  green  and  flesh- 
coloured  marbles   of   Campan,   the 


blood- red  or  Griotte,  filled  with  icm- 
silised  shells  of  the  nautilus^  whose 
spirals  are  disclosed  in  cutting.  The 
quarries  whence  they  are  derived 
occur  in  the  transition  limestone 
formation  (see  p.  SI 5.).  M.  Geruset 
is  also  a  banker  and  agent  of 
Coutts. 

The  knitting  of  the  Jine  wool  of  the 
Pyrenees,  derived  from  Spain,  gives 
employment  to  the  greater  part  of 
the  females,  young  and  old,  in  and 
about  the  town,  who  may  be  seen 
sitting  at  their  cottage  doors,  in  the 
roads  and  streets,  hard  at  work.  The 
articles  made  here  are  counterpanes^ 
mittens,  aprons,  caps,  work-ba^  be- 
sides shawls  and  scarfs  of  woollen 
gauze,  rivalling  in  thinness  fine  laee. 
The  so-called  cr^pe  de  JBarijfee  is  not 
made  at  that  place,  but  in  Bagn^rec. 
The  principal  depot  for  these  kind  ol 
articles  seems  to  be  chez  Mademoiselle 
Laffburque. 

"  A  French  Protegtani  minister 
from  Lourdes  preaches  every  Sunday 
through  the  summer  to  a  congre- 
gation of  from  50  to  100  persons."^- 
Mr».  Mis. 

The  reading  roomf  library,  and 
museum  of  M,Jahn,  Place  d'Uzer,  is. 
an  agreeable  lounge :  there  is  a  good 
assortment  of  newspapers,  including 
Galignani,  and  the  library  contains. a 
most  complete  collection  of  works 
upon  the  Pyrenees.  The  museum  is 
not  very  remarkable. 

There  is  a  Theatre  here  in  a  dese-. 
crated  church. 

Concerts  and  balls,  during  the  sea* 
son,  are  given  at  Frescati's,  a  superb 
establishment  which  was  formerly  a 
gambling  house. 

Diligences,  4  or  5  daily  to  Tarbes ; 
thence  to  Pan,  Auch,  Bordeaux,  Li*. 
moges;  daily  to  Toulouse,  to  Bag- 
neres de  Luchon,  to  Cauterets,  Lus^ 
Bareges  (nearly  40  m.  distant  by  the. 
post  and  coach  road,  20  by  the  Tour- 
malet).     (See  R.  85.) 

Guides  and  ponies  for  excursiont 
in  the  mountains  are  very  numerous. 
The  landlords  of  the  U.  de  France  or 
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oClier  inns  will  reconun^nd  the  most 
tVQttwoHihy. 

'  CkaiteB  ^  porteurs,  or  sedan  chairs, 
are  much  used  by  invalids  io  go  to 
the  bath.  To  be  carried  to  the  Bain 
de  Salut  and  back  costs  1  fr. 

The  I^omenadet  most  frequented 
in  and  near  the  town  (besides  the 
Av^wti'ge  Saiut  already  mentioned) 
are  the  CeuBtmis  (?  Cuteau),  a  long 
platlbrMi  IB  the  midst  of  the  town, 
lined  with  houses  and  cai^ ;  shaded 
#ith-  trees,  under  which  a  sort  of  fair 
ift  Itept  up  throughout  the  season,  in 
tmnporary  booths  occupied  by  itinerant  • 
marehands.  It  ia  crowded  in  the  eoo) 
of  the  evening. 

'  The  ABSes  rfe  Mainienon,  a  row  of 
trees  planted  dong  a-  bank  above  the 
rittd  ieaditig  to  Campan,  are  named 
fvcmi  the  lady  who  became  the  wife  of 
iLduia  XIV.,  but  who  visited  these 
baths  in  the  capacity  of  gouvemante 
to  his  deformed  child,  the  Due  de 
Maine,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Waters 
in  1675j  1677,  and  1681. 
"  The  pleaMntest  walk  in  the  morning 
ia-along  the  slopes  of  the  Mont  OUtfetf 
the  wooded  hill   rising   behind  the 
l^hei'mes.      Numerous  shady  paths 
ai«  eut  through  the  trees,  whence 
yov'inay  survey  the  vale  of  the  Adonr. 
Otie  path  skirting  the  flanks  of  the 
h»Il  loftds  to  th^  chalybeate  spring. 
=  In  the  rear  of  Mbnt  Olivet   and 
of  the  Bains  de  Saint  rises  the  lofVier 
cone-topped  mountain  B6d(xt,  whidt 
uke»ti^re  than  half  an  hour  to  ascend, 
but  is  accessible  on  horsel)ack. 
•By  crossing -die  ^  bridges  over 
the  two  main  arms  of  the  Adour,  by 
#hiefa  <he  itoad 'to- Toulouse  quits  the 
town,   and  turning  to  the  rt,  after 
pittsing  the  second  up  a  steep  road  in 
zigsags,  the  ^dhmbih^  is  reacAied ;  a 
rov>^  treea^on  the  top-  of  the  hill, 
bMMth  whic9i^the^#Ursspread  their 
liMa  in  September  and  October,  to 
ofteh  the  *  nfigratory  iloeks  of  wild 
pigeons,  aided  by  peraotta'^sfuspended 
dkift,  til  a  bteket,  to thetopmost  branch, 
wl>oterrify  the  birdsby  throwing  sticks 
^thciii,i  arid  compel  them  to  alight. 


There  is  scarcely  a  better  point;  thMi 
this  to  look  up  the  valley  of  Campan- 
and  survey  the  magnificent  mountains 
at  its  head,  bounding  it  on  the  8.  W.  ; 
the  He  du  Midi  and  the  He  de  Mon^ 
taigu,  with  the  Penne  {pen  or  Btn^' 
Celtic,  head)  de>rHy^ris  rising  cm  the 
1.  In  the  midst,  the  while  buildilig» 
of  Bagn^es  -tm  spread- dul^  Iwaked 
by  the  dark  masses  «f  "the  Mmif 
OlWet,  the  Bedat,  &e.  The  Adotti^ 
makes  little  figure  in  the  ^^hew,  sor 
much  are  its  streams  fritter^  *^*«5^'$ 
but  bdow  the  town  tathe  N.  its  wi4e»' 
cttHivated  plain  expands  to  viewlbr 
mfiles  and  miles,  until  it  imittte  with 
that  of  the  Garcmde. 

More  disiani-  excurnon*,  of  great 
beauty  and  interest,  are  to  the*  Vidley^ 
of  Grip  and  its  cascades';  toTramea^ 
Aigues,-  on  aocottnt  of  -the  fifte  -view 
thenee  of  the  Pio  du  Midi,  deaeiibeti^ 
at  p.  314.;  the  ascent  of  that  Picalflo^' 

p»  V*J1S. 

The  most  beautiful  scenery  of  thtf 
Vale  of  Campan  is  to  be  fi>und  within* 
the  branch  of  it  ealled  Vai  LetpmM^ 
opening  out  near  the  Cfa^teau  d*  St* 
Piaul,  ^ween  Baud^an  and  Cattpmy 
and  running  up  between  the  1^  4tf 
Midi  on  the  8.  and  the  Piedte  MoAu 
taigu  on  the  N.  Its  lower'  ptatfkimr 
has  chiefly  the  pastoral  ohartoier'ef 
rich  verdure,  -idtemating  wtch  -culti- 
vated fields.  Beyond  the  vdlagia  idtma 
ponne  it  contracts  in  width,  Jfa«i|ieeir 
alters^  and  becomes  ^Ider ;  barftvodtsr 
and  i-ugged  crags  nwceed'  tt>  daife'^ 
forests  of  beech  -and  pine  ;  the  finriiia  «# 
the  okoismtidnsarci  very  striking.  AbooC' 
2  m.  above  Lesponne  a  gorge,  opm&O^ 
on  the  rt.$  displaya  theenth^  ttunaiff 
the  Monttdgu,  a  noble  speeta^  3  wait 
thestreamlet  traversing  itdestjendb  tli» 
steep  rocks  in  a  pretty  fklk  ikdfwa^ 
bour*s  walk  fkrther,  and'  the  vaUey^ 
divide* :  the  braneh  on  the  iti  lMdr%* 
in  S  houn,  «ter  tite  pasa  ealM 
Hourquettede  Baranby  ViUelOBgiie^ 
to  Pierrefitte  in  the  Val  d*AfgdkM7 
tiiaton  the  1.,  disclosing  the  nobielbrm 
of  the  Pic  du  Midi,  leads  up  totb* 
Xoe  Bh^t  m  wbiah  the  stNam  of  tfa9 
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Yal  Lesponae  taktt  its  rise.  The 
ascent  to  it  is  very  steep  and  fiitiguing, 
though  achieved  by  ladies ;  it  is  cut 
through  the.  mica  slate  rock,  covered 
at  first  by  ft  wood,  beyond  which  are 
extensive  pasturages.  The  lake  itself 
*t  is  an  oval  basing  or  tarn>  about  two  m. 
long,  at  the  top  of  a  mountain,  smw 
rounded  by  bare  craggy  peaks  of  the 
most  curious  formation,  within  whose 
dttUvities  the  snow  always  remains. 
It  is  a  solitary  spot  with  no  house,  or 
tvee»  or  living  thing  to  be  seen  in  its 
vicinity,  a  stUlness  almost  death-like 
rwgniii^  aiaund.  It  might  be  dreary, 
\3iaL  iai.  the  rich  warm  ec^ouring  of  the 
rocks,  the  depth  and  stillness  of  the 
^»ftter,  and  its  intense  blue^  whence  it 
takes  its  narae."^a6««  EMs*  S98. 
Higher  .up  is  another  smaUer  tarn,  dif- 
fiffolt  to  amH^^iiMsh,  distinguished  as  the 
Lae  Vertf  another  of  the  heed  waters 
of  the  Adour. 

The  shortest  and  most  ramantio 
wmy<  to  Bagneres  de  Luebon  from 
B*  de  Bigorre  is  the  bridle  road  by 
Acreau  .over  the  Hourquette  d'Aa- 
piikk  at  the  bead  of  the  Val  de  Cam- 
pam  and  througb  the  Val  de  Louron» 
described  in  lUwte  66.  Those  who 
Cttmot  endufe  the  fittigue  of  riding 
mnst  pursue  the  circuitous  post  road^ 
whiiiht  doubles  the  moimtains,  and 
dufts  their  roots  between  the  valley 
oftiio  Adour  and  that  of  the  GAronno 
«»  SoAkmn^'  It  .quits  Bagneres  by 
dflasiag  the  Adour,  and  foi  the  two 
tet  stages  is  identical  with  that  to 
ToiiliMUCh     A  ste^  hill  precedes  • 

IM  £seftlad»eu»  wlMre  the  post  house 
occupies  part  of.  the  buildings  of  the 
annt^Uibbtjff  now  inruins,«harmingly 
plasfd  on  the  borders  of  the  Arros* 
It  now  belongs  ta  a  gentleman  of 
Berdoauz,  who  has  fitted  up  a  portion 
of  the  bvUding  as  a  dwelling.  The 
ehapel  remains^  with  some  fragments 
of  Gothie  aeulpturek  A  little  beyond 
It  the  ruins  of  the  Cm$Ue  Mmotgmiu^ 
Mftuvais  yoisin,'a  name  given  by  the 
ifdiftbitants  of  the  neighbouring  towns, 
who  suffered  firom  the  depredations 
ofthebaodi  of  mamuders  sheltered  in 


this  8tr<Hsgbold)    ecoim  a  detaehedl 
hill.  It  witnessed  many  ezi^oits  during 
the  occupation  of  this  country  by  th» 
£nglisb.  It  was  besieged  1S74  by  th^ 
Due  d' Anjou,  with  an  army  of  8,00(> 
men;   and  the  strength  of  the  castle 
was  so  great  that  it  would  have  held, 
out  for  a  very  long  time,  but  the  wdL 
which  supplied  it  being  without  th^ 
walls,  the  besiegers  eut  off  the  com* 
munisation,  and  as  the  weather  waft 
hot  and  the  cisterns  dry,  not  a  drop 
of  rain  having  fallen  for  six  weeks» 
the  gsrrison  were  obliged  to  come  to 
terms.  .  The  Due  d' Anjou  allowed 
them  .to  depart,  sayii^t  **  get  -  about 
your  business,  each  of  you  to  your  own 
countries,  without  entering  any  fort 
that  holds  out  against  us ;  for  if  you  do 
se^  and  I  get  hold  of  youi  I  will  deliver 
you  up  to  Jooelin  (his  headsman), 
who  will  shave  you  without  a  rasor.': 
He  also  allowed  them  to  carry  off  as 
much  of  their  booty  as  they .  could 
convey' in  trunks  on  sumpter  horses* 
—  See  Froi^sart. 

Capbern,  a  little  lartheroa  the  road* 
is  a  small  village,  -on  ope  side  of  whichy 
^  m.  o%  in  a  retired  nook,  are  the  Sul* 
phureous  Springs  of  Cafibemj  having 
a  bathing  establishment,  3  hotel% 
and  several  lodging  houses,  attached 
to  it.  It  is  «  place  of  i^icreasing 
resort,  owing  to  the  virtue  of  its  waters* 

13  Lannemeaan:  on  quitting  this 
small  bourg,  a  road  branches  ofi^  S.» 
into  the  Val  d'AurOi  tp  Arreau  (B. 
8^).  TberiS  is  a  8h<^  cut  for  thepe* 
destrian,  or  equestrian,  to  St.  Bertrand* 
by  La  Barthe,  where  ia  a  good  little 
country  inn,  opposite  the  ancient 
square  tower,  at.  the  £.  end  of  tho 
village. 

16  Montrejeau  ilm%  tolerable)* 
ft  town  of  3084  ipbabitants,  in 
finottt  of  the  opening  of  the  Vale  o| 
the  Garonne^  whose  vista  is  ternu<« 
nated  by  the  grand  peaks  and  ridges 
attached  to  the  jDiiXonts  Maudit^ 
ranking  among  the  highest  of  the 
Pyrenees ;  at  whose  foot,  on  the  &« 
rises  the  £bro,  and  on  the  N.,  tho 
Garonne.    It  is  a  truly  mitgnifieent 
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The  stream  of  tbe  Neste  \ 
d*Aure  fidls  into  the  Garonne  a  little 
above  this.  Here  the  road  to  Ton* 
louse  (R.  91.)  turns  off  to  the  1.;  and 
that  to  Luchoiii  crossing  the  Garonne, 
begins  to  ascend  its  valley.  On  its 
It.  bank  lies  the  ancient  and  curious 
walled  town  of  St.  Bertrand  de  Com- 
minges  (Lugdunum  Convenarum% 
situated  at  the  opening  of  tbe  Val  de 
Barousse,  upon  and  around  a  solitary 
rock,  rising  picturesquely  out  of  the 
plain.  Its  summit  is  crowned  by  a 
Gothic  church,  the  finest  among  the 
Pyrenees,  in  the  Pointed  style,  whose 
^oir  and  organ  are  ornamented  with 
wood  carvings,  of  very  remarkable 
excellence,  executed  apparently  in  the 
16th  or  17th  centuries.  The  painted 
glass,  and  a  monument  of  a  bishop 
(date  1351)  in  white  marble,  deserve 
notice.  Upon  the  walls  are  a  series 
of  rude  and  ancient  (?  fresco)  paint- 
ings of  the  Miracles  of  St.  fiertrand ; 
and  some  relics  of  the  Saint  are 
preserved  in  the  sacristy.  Here  is 
hung  up  the  skin  of  a  crocodile, 
which  is  said  to  have  infested  the 
neighbourhood,  and  to  have  been 
destroyed  by  tbe  saint  1  In  a  frag- 
ment of  the  cloisters,  which  have  only 
recently  been  pulled  down,  are  some 
curious  old  tombs.  This  church  was 
once  a  cathedrai,  and  the  town  itself, 
now  deserted  (847  inhabitaasts)  was 
the  capital  of  a  comte,  and  a  bishop^s 
see.  Many  of  the  houses  belonged 
to  the  canons  and  chapter.  Tha  van 
is  in  the  upper  town. 

The  grotto  of  Gargas,  5  m.  N. 
of  the  town,  in  the  -wooded  hill 
extending  between  the  Garonne  and 
Neste,  is  the  finest  in  the  Pyrenees, 
for  extent,  and  the  beauty  of  its  sta- 
lactites :  the  entrance  is  a  hole  so 
small  that  it  is  necessary  to  crawl 
through  on  one^s  hands  and  knees. 
'  The  high  road,  leaving  St.  Bertrand, 
on  one  side,  again  crosses  the  Garonne, 
by  the  Pont  de  Labroqu^re,  and  pur- 
sues its  ].  bank,  through  scenery  of 
great  interest,  in  which  well.cultivated 
fields^  enclosed  by  festoons  ^f  vines, 


hanging  firom  tree  to  tree,  ^mn  the 
foreground  and  grand  mountains  the 
distance,  by 

16  Estenoo— to  Cierp,  where  we 
quit  the  Garonne,  and  enter  the  Vale 
fit  the  Pique,  which  becomes  its  a£r 
fluent  at  Cierp,  a  picturesque  village, 
both  on  account  of  its  antique  cot* 
tages,  and  from  its  position,  under 
cliffs  which  nearly  overhang  it,  at  a 
point  where  the  vistas  of  2  valleya 
meeting  disdoee  noble  views.  Tber» 
are  quarries  of  a  beautifvi  marble 
near  this. 

A  road  runs  from  Cierp  «p  the 
Valley  of  theGaronne  (  Vailed*  Aran),, 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the  Py- 
renees, to  St.  Beat,  the  last  town  of 
France,  situated  in  a  narrow  gorge  be- 
tween high  mountains.  (See  p.  331.) 

St.  B^t  is  not  more  tfami  5  nu 
from  the  Spanish  frontier. 

The  Valley  of  the  Pique,  which  is 
very  picturesquely  varied  with  wood, 
rock,human  habitations,  andcultivated 
fields,  presents  a  succession  of  savage 
contractions,  and  smiling,  basin«>diapefl> 
expansions,  covered  with  verdure,  the- 
river  alternately  winding  over  the 
plains,  and  dashing  through  the  gorge  ; 
its  upper  end  terminated  by  the  grand, 
snowy  peaks  contiguous  to  the  Peirt 
de  Venasque.  The  road,  which  now 
makes  several  awkward  ascents  aiid 
steep  deecents,  is  about  to  be  carried 
on  a  regular  terrace.  When  tbe  iron 
furnaces  of  Guron  are  passed,  we  trft- 
versev  near  Pontde  Casaux,  tbe  defile, 
before  the  geological  rupture  of  whi^ 
the  basin  of  Luchon  mint>  doubtless, 
have  been  a  vast  lake.  • 

21  B€tffnhrt»  de  Lttthom.  -^  Jtmu  .* 
Hotel  de  France,  best,  but  not  good  s— 
Hotel  de  Londres,  attentive  landlord : 
-^Pierftt,  the  g^ide  has  good  horses : 
— Hotel  du  Commerce.-  The  aecmn* 
modatlon  and  cuisine  at  the  inns  are 
bad ;  fiir  inferior  to  that  afibrded  at 
Bagn^resde  Bigcmre.  Strangers  about 
to  stop  some  days 'here  had  better 
hire  lodgii^s,  of  which  there  are 
enough  to  accommodate  from  1,500 
to  2,000  persons.    2^7  inhab. 
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The  situation  of  Bagn^res  de  Lu« 
ebon  is  aomewhatlike  that  of  Bigone, 
ezeept  that  the  mountains  are  loftier, 
and  entirely  surround  ,the  flat,  fertile 
pUun  on  the  edge  of  which  it  stands, 
Ibnning  a  sort  of  oval  basin  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  Pyrenees.  On  the  W., 
dose  to  the  town,  the  Val  de  T  Arboust 
opens  out  $  on  the  S.,  high  among  the 
clouds,  rise  bare,  serrated  ridges,  des- 
titute of  vegetation,  but  contrasting 
grandly  with  the  luxuriantly  cropped 
plain  near  at  hand. 

.  Iiuchon  is  a  town  of  2000  inbab., 
of  narrow. streets  and  mean  houses, 
less  neat  and  civilised  than  B.  de  Bi- 
gorre,  with  one  exception, — the  ABie 
de»  Btunt^  a  triple  avenue  of  limes, 
lined  with  buildings,  including  the 
chief  inns,  and  best  lodging-houses. 
Another  avenue  stretches  up  the  hill 
to  the  entrance  of  the  Val  de  L*Ar- 
bottst ;  and  a  third,  of  poplars,  crosses 
the  va^ey,  from  the  churcb,  towiurds 
the  river  Pique.  These  AU^  enable 
tiie  pedestrian  to  move  to  a  consider- 
able diafauice  under  shades  protected 
from  the  sun,  and  enjoying  the  view 
of  the  mountains  closing  the  upper 
end  of  the  valley.  This  range  of 
pedis  and  predpices,  among  which 
the  Picde  la  Pique  is  conspicuous, 
aeseena  from  view  the  Maladetta,  the 
Monarch  of  the  Pyrenees.  In  the 
mtdfUe  distance  rises  the  tower  of 
Castd  Vidlb,  which  stops  the  mouth 
of  the  gorge  to  the  & 

At  the  end  of  the  Great  Allee  are 
the  JBWAs,— a  group  of  buikiings, 
neitlier  handsome  outside,  nor  con- 
venient within.  The  chief  of  them 
waa  burned  1841 ,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
may  be  replaced  by  a  better.  Tbey 
stand  at  .the  foot  of  a  precipitous 
wooded  bill  of  slate,  cdled  Super  Bag- 
ndres :  the  waters  issue  forth  at  the 
junction  of  the  alaie  with  the  granite; 
they  are  sulphureous  (except  two*  one 
saline,  the  other  ferruginous?),  and 
vary  in  temperature  from  77^  to  15fio 

Fahxenhdt.  The  accommodation  for 
bathing  is  more  extensive,  there  being 
about  80  baths^  but  not  more  com- 


fortable than  at  other  French  water- 
ing places,  for  the  cabinets  are  small» 
dark,  and  do  not  look  cleanly.  The 
waters  are  good  for  rheumatic  com- 
pldnts,  pardysis,  and  cutaneous  dis- 
<Mrders,  but  are  injurious  in  nervous 
diseases,  and  to  persons  of  sanguine 
temperament.  They  are  taken  inter- 
ndly  as  well  as  in  baths. 

By  an  experiment,  which  had  been 
2  years  in  prepress,  of  driving  ho- 
rizontd  gdleries  into  the  rock  of  the. 
mountain  behind,  near  the  old  sources, 
hotter  water*  and  a  more  copious  sup- 
ply, has  recently  been  obtained,  but 
some  of  the  old  springs  are  dried  up 
in  consequence.  Plrotestant  service 
is  performed  in  the  Mairie, 

The  Romans  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  hot  springs  of  Luchon ;  many 
dtars  and  inscriptions,  now  in  the 
museum  of  Toulouse,  have  been  dug 
up  here,  some  of  them  dedicated  Deo 
Iaxomj  from  whom  the  place  would 
appear  to  be  named. 

Zigxag  paths  run  up  the  hill  be- 
hind the  baths,  through  the  wood,  and 
deng  the  &ce  of  the  hill,  but  they 
are  too  steep  for  invalids,  and  too 
filthy  for  any  body  English. 

The  chief  9ea$on  of  these  baths  is 
from  July  to  the  middle  of  September, 
but  many  come  before  and  othera 
linger  after  that  period. 

About  800  horses  and  ponies  are 
kept  here  for  hire,  at  the  usud  charges, 
and  are  in  constant  request  in  fine 
weather.  Guides  are  prc^rtionably 
numerous ;  among  them  JLaflFbnt, 
called  Prince,  is  hardy,  experienced, 
and  trustworthy,  and  has  very  good 
horses;  he  knows  every  step  of  the 
country  around  and  every  mountain 
peak. 

Z)t^ene<«— ddly,  3  to  Toulouse  ; 
I  to  Auch;  1  or  2  to  Bagneres  de 
Bigorre* 

The  inhabitants  of  the  valley  of 
XiUchon,  and  its  tributaries,  appear  an 
inferior  race  to  those  of  the  valleys  in 
the  W.  ;  not  so  well  ofi^  nor  so  well 
clothed.  In  their  dress,  the  berret 
gives  place  to  an  ugly  night-cap,  and 
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tiie  capulet,  if  retained,  is  blAck, 
instead  of  red.  Beggars  are  very  nu- 
merous, and  goitres  not  uncommon  ; 
yet  the  lower  parts  of  the  Talleys 
are  fertile,  producing  two  crops  of 
com  in  the  year ;  the  first,  of  wheat  or 
maiae,  the  second,  late  in  September, 
when  the  fields  are  literally  white, 
for  the  harvest  of  buek-wheat»  Many 
goats  are  k^t,  which  find  suiBeient 
food  in  the  luxuriant  herbage  of  the 
rocks ;  and*  tiie  tinkling  bells  of  the 
seampering  flock,  as  they  enter  the 
town  at  sunset,  produce  a  merrysound. 

The  Ckueade  of  MankMban,  -on  the 
£.  side  of  the  val^y,  is  a  very  ro* 
mantic  spot,  and,  though  the  fall  is 
inconsiderable,  forms  an  agreeable 
walk.  It  is  approached  through  a 
garden  made  by  the  cure  of  the  tiU 
lage,  who  devotes  to  his  parish  the 
douceurs  left  by  Tisitors. 

The  Exewnom  to  be  made  fimm  B. 
de  liuchon  are  superior  to  those  from 
B.  de  Bigorre,  and  indeed  the  finest 
in  the  Pyrenees.  That  to  the  beautiful 
liac  de  Secul^jo  or  Lac  d'Oo  will  be 
found  in  R.  86.  p.  317. ;  4  hours  are 
required  to  go  thither,  and  3  to  re- 
turn. St.  B^t  (p.  SSI.)  and  the  Val 
d*Aran  (p.  SSO. )  are  well  worth  visit. 
ing ;  the  excursion  may  be  combined 
with  that  to  lAie  Port  de  Venasque. 

One  of  the  nearest  at  hand,  a  rida  of 
2  hours  or  a  walk  of  3,  the  distance 
being  7  or  8  miles,  is  to  the  Vol  de 
Ly$,  so  called  not  from  its  lilies,  but 
from  an  old  or  provinciid  form  of  the 
word  eau,  water,  from  the  number  of 
streams  and  waterfalls.  The  road  to 
it  ascends  the  valley  from  the  baths, 
having  the  Pique  at  some  distance 
on  the  1.  It  passes,  also  on  the  I.  the- 
picturesque  border  tower  of  Ckutd 
fieUh,  perched  on  a  projecting  crag, 
before  the  mouth  of  the  Gorge  de  St 
Mamet,  watered  by  the  Bourbe,  lead- 
ing, by  the  pass  of  the  Portillon,  into 
the  Spanish  Val  d*  Aran  (p.  SSa)  This 
tower  was  designed  to  defend  Uie  en- 
trance into  the  Val  de  I^ichon  by  the 
ports  of  Portillon  and  of  Venasque. 
Soon  after  passing  it,  ^e  road  crdMM 


the  Pique  to  its  rt.  bank,  and  |  a  mUe 
farther,  leaving  on  the  1.  the  road  to 
Venasque  (p.  327.),  it  recrosses  the 
Pique,  to  enter  the  line  wooded  gorge, 
out  of  which  the  Lys  issues  to  unite- 
with  it.  After  amile  and  a  balTspice* 
sant  ride  through  the  wood,  undeff-tfae 
shade  of  beech  and  hasels,  :die  goege/ 
expands   into  a  green   basin^^haped 
valley,  of  a  truly  pastoral*  character  ;•> 
the  pastures  covered  with  herds  oe*> 
cupying  its  bottom  being  overloakcd 
by  very  lofty  mountains,  girt  with;£r 
woods,   especially  at  its  upper  end. 
It  is  there  shut  in  by  the  anewypeafca. 
and  glaciers  of  the  Crabiooles,  rising' 
above  the  €r-clad  precipiceB,  wiaeh 
look  like  a  fostooned  curtain  of  Uack. 
drapery  drawn  across  the  valley  head. . 
The  centre  of  this  curtain  ef  foliage 
is  streaked  by  the  white  lines  4tf  tfaa 
foaming  cascades  which  formtheliens: 
of  tiiis  valley.      Hie  piinoipal  omm 
leaps  down  into -the  valley,  about  %OOr 
yanls  above  the  tittle  coWti,  half  chalcty 
half  pot-house,  where  visitors -put  up. 
their  horses,  and  may  obtain  eomai 
common  refreshments.       The    sbrte 
rock  is  cleft  by  a  very  narnvw  fi8Bnre# 
or  groove,  called  IVou  dEnfer^  down 
which  the  fall,  really  a  piotures^pie 
onc^  dashes.    I^e  other  fidl,  on  the  1.^ 
criled  Cascade  de  Coeur,  iskss  striking, 
in  character  and  less  accessiUe;  it'ia 
fed  by  the  ghieiers  of  the  Tuque  dv 
Maupas.     The  glacier  of  Crabiooles,! 
which  feeds  the  other,  is  very  diffieule 
of  access,  owiogto  its  steep  inclination 
and  its  crevices.     It  joins^  on.  tiur 
W.,  the  glaeier  of  the  Portillon 
and  the  Port  d'Oa      The 
should  go  to  the  Val  de  Lys  or  i 
from  it  by  the  hill  of  Super  Bagndrosbi 
the  height  behind  Luchcm,  wheneei 
he  will  enjoy  a  ma^ificcnt  view.        / 
None  of  the  excursions  from  Iai«>^ 
ebon,  nor  indeed  in  the  whole  noge 
of  the   Pyrenees,  equal  that  to  the 
Poft  ds   Femi«9tt&     It  is  somewhat- 
difficult,  yet  is  achieved  by  ladies  in' 
chaises  i  porteur^  and  \a  practicable 
on  hOTsebacky  and    no  one   shoidd 
omit  it  who  has  strength  end  lot«  of. 
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ine  Mcnery.  It  •  laajr  be  aocom- 
plished  in  9  ]»&,  allowing  1^  br,  bait 
aft  tlMport.  A  guide  is  necessary* 
XIm  nrnd  is  the  same  as  that  just  des- 
cjtA«d  as  far  as  the  2d  bridge  over  the 
piqoe  above  Castel  Vieilh.  Leaving 
^  npfninc  of  the  Val  de  Lys  on  the 
Tt»t  without  eroflsing  this  bridge^  you 
«a^u»e  up  tbe-vaUey  o^tfae  Pique, 
tfuMMgb  park-like  scenery,  under  the 
gsatcful  shade  of  beech  Ibrests  inter- 
^ersed  vith  firs  and  yews,  between 
whose  branchea  appear  the  rugged 
«rag8  of  the-Pic  de  la  Pique  on  the  op- 
postle  side  4>f  the  torrent.  The  aseent 
Is  gradual  up  to  the  Hospice  de  Bag« 

ndfesOi  ^*  '^fl^)>  ^^  ^^  habitation 
in  Fsance,  wh«re  the  horses  are  com- 
monly allowed  half  an  hour's  rest  to 
prepare  them  for  the  fiitigue  in  store 
for  them.  It  is  a  large  massy,  dirty 
atona  house»  like  a  Eefoge  on  a  Swiss 
mountain  pass,  bdongii^  to  the  Com- 
muBje  of  LuGhon«  entrusted  to  an  ini^ 
keeper  who  resides  here  till  the  20tfa 
December,  and  on  his  departure  leaves 
bdiind  a  sSere  <^  bread  and  wine, 
wood  and  straw,  for  the  entertainment 
of  wayfiirers  who  cross  the  pass  even 
in  the  depth  of  winter.  No  one  avails 
bimnif:  of  this  provision  without 
leaving  behind  money  in  payment  for 
lt«  IHie  house  is  on  a  par  with  a 
oomaaon  oabaret,  and  affoKis  only  the 
eommonest  necessaries,  and  appears  a 
miKnhle  hovel  to  those  who  need 
ncitlierfood  nor  shelter.  It  stands  in  a 
hollow  at  the  foot  of  high  hills 
way  below  the  head  of  the  valley 
the  Pique  takes  its  rise  at 
1^  foot  of  the  mountain  ealled  La 
over  whose  shoulder  lies  the 
oC  the  Port  de  Picade.  The 
to  it  scales  the  hill  behind  the 
iMnia^  and  it  is  a  good  2  hrs.  ascent 
duefly  over  grass  to  reach  the  port» 

OppouCe  the  house,  at  rt.  angles 
to  tile  vale  of  the  Pique,  a  colossal 
acasieireular  recess,  on  natural  cirque 
eat  out  of  the  mountains,  which  sur- 
iCNnd  it  with  bare  precipices,  opens 
out ;  it  is  a  scene  of  dreary  solitude, 
£8ftuibed  only  by  the  hoarse  raven  or 


the  bowling  blast.  It  is  approached 
by  a  little  wooden  bridge  crossing  the 
Pique  in  iront  of  the  hospice,  under  • 
singular  peak  rising  on  the  1.  hand. 

"  We  were  all  pussled  as  our  horsea* 
heads  were  turned  towards  the  glen^- 
and  we  commenced  the  ascent,  to  tell 
by  what  magic  men  on  foot,  much 
more  laden  beasts,  were  to  passup  and 
over  this  wall  in  any  part  of  its  cir- 
cumference.    Up>  however,  w«  went^ 
toiling  for  S  hrs.  incessantly  along  a 
slightly  traced  path,  always  windui^ 
in  sig8ag8,over  laige  stones  or  rough 
beds  of  debris  follen  from  the  moun- 
tains alternating  with   smooth  solid 
rook.      It   was  a  picturesque  sight 
to  look  down  upon  this  tortuous  pathy 
like  a. cord  tmwound^  with  our  cavaU 
cade  of  men  and  horses  toiling  up  it. 
In  all  the  (tifficult  passes  I  have  tio» 
versed,  I  never  met  with  an  aseei|tao 
abrupt  or  long,  yet .  our  little  jaded 
horses  did  the  vrork  wonderfully  welly 
taking  to  the  sleep  staircase  rosid  moat 
willingly,  and  clambering  among  the 
clifis  Uke  kids^  never  makii^  a  folae 
stepi  so  that,  except  for  a  very  diort  di^ 
tanoe,  no  one  needed  to  dismount.  Aa 
we  mounted  higher,  however,  another 
obstadebesidesthesteepnesB  prasenled 
itsdf  •«  in  the  wtiuf,  « the   rushiqg 
mighty  wind,*  which  sweeps  down  the 
guUy  with  a  hideous  howl -and- a  force 
perfedly  tremendous,  and  renders  it 
very  difficult  to  keep  one's  seat    Aa 
the  path  in  the  upper  part  of  its  course 
is  carried  up  the  foce  of  a  slope  which 
isall  but  a  preeipioe,  it  is  easy  to  ima«* 
gine  what  serious    coneequencta  tcr 
horse  and  man  tiiese  gusts  may  pio*> 
duee  ;  and  there  is  a  proverb,  that  iit 
aaeending  the  Port  do  Venasque^  ^  m 
fatiier  will  not  look  back  at  hiBaon* 
nor    a    son    wait    for    his    fotber.*- 
Two  or  three  tremendous  gnats  had 
given  us  a  foopetaste  of  what  mighl  b» 
expected  when  a  sudden  and  mono 
severe    one    whistled    and    whiried^ 
among  the  rocks;   the  horses  sti^* 
gered,  theriders  bent  before  lk»  dsp*- 
ping  one  hand  to  their  hats*  and  4om^ 
other  to  the  pumnicb  of  their  aaddlei^ 


S28 


Route  87—— Por^  de  Venasque, 


Sect  IV. 


One  ill-starred  animal,  however, 
could  not  stand  it — it  was  that  which 
bore  one  of  the  Englishmen,  who  was 
a  good  rider.  To  my  terror  and 
dismay,  I  saw  his  beast  down,  slipping 
and  struggling  on  the  edge  of  a  most 
abrupt  descent:  to  have  gone  over 
would  have  been  death ;  neither  horse 
nor  roan  would  have  stopped  till  they 
hadreacbed perhaps  a  thousand  feet  be- 
low, and  they  would  have  swept  others 
with  them.  Luckily  the  rider  was 
aUe  to  throw  himself  oST,  and  his  beast 
regained  its  footing.  The  same  ac- 
cident, however,  happened  again  in 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  the 
same  individuaL  It  was  amusing  to 
see  with  what  alacrity  at  the  second 
alarm  every  one  dropped  from  his 
saddle.  About  three-fourths  of  the 
way  up  is  a  small  ledge  or  recess  in 
tiie  fiice  of  the  mountain*  in  which  lie 
4  smally  deep  sunkcwi  tarns  or  ponds, 
froten  orer  a  great  part  of  the  year. 
The  steepness  of  the  mountain  and  the 
shortness  of  the  zigzags  constantly  in- 
crease till,  near  the  top.  the  angle  of 
the  slope  is  so  highly  inclined  that 
the  path  must  turn  abruptly  at  every 
6  or  8  ft,  and  as  the  groiuid  is  covered 
with  loose  splintery  shale^  the  horses 
have  no  secure  footing.  Nothing  is 
to  be  seen  but  the  awdil  abyss  directly 
under  your  feet,  the  rocks  in  front 
hiding  all  view  until  the  moment 
when  you  enter  the  Pcrt^  a  wedge- 
shaped  fissure  cut  into  the  crest  of 
the  mountain ;— -a  mere  gate,  not  more 
than  6  ft.  wide.  T.  and  1  were  the 
two  first  on  the  top,  and  on  passing 
tins  doorway,  stepped  from  France 
at  once  into  Spain.  To  tarry  in  the 
raunilar  portal  or  port  hole  was  im- 
possible on  account  of  the  wind  which 
threatened  to  blow  us  back  again 
more  quickly  than  we  had.entered^ 
so  we  descended  a  few  steps,  driving 
our  horses  before  us,  and  Seated  our- 
sdves  on  the  smooth  slate  rock,  which 
here  dips  downward  as  abruptly  as. 
the  rocf  of  a  house.  But  what  a 
scene  opened  .before  us  — not  a 
glimpse  of  which  had  been  perceived 


before  1  We  beheld  an  enormous 
mountain,  the  highest  of  the  Pyrenees^ 
called  the  MaXadetta,  or  Aecurwd^^ 
I  suppose  firom  the  utterly  barren 
and  dreary  air  of  it  and  every  thing 
about  it.  Its  huge  round  top  and  ridges 
are  covered  with  everlasting  snow, 
except  where  one  or  two  bristUi^ 
black  peaks  break  through  it;  its  lower 
part  is  shrouded  with  scanty  fir-trees  ; 
a  great  gulf  or  deep  ravine  sepa- 
rates it  from  the  bare  sk^e  on 
which  we  stood ;  not  a  sign  of 
human  habitation  or  cultivation ;  all 
around  a  desert,  as  though  a  comer 
of  the  world  forgotten  and  1^  un- 
finished. We  spent  more  than  an 
hour  reclining  on  the  scanty  grass, 
gazing  on  this  magnificent  ^lectacle ; 
then  by  another  similar  pass  returned 
into  France,  proceeding  on  our  way ' 
out  of  Arragon,  through  a  comer  of 
Catalonia.  Thus  ended  our  most 
striking  excursion  of  the  Pyrenees.'*-— 
MS.  JoumaL* 

The  pass  called  Porf  de  Vtmuque 
(reached  in  2  hrs.  from  the  Hospice 
of  Begneres)  is  cut  through  the 
mountain  wall  called  Penna  Blanea, 

•  In  Blackwood*a  Macazio^,  No.  CLXV., 
will  be  found  a  mo&t  vivid  and  true  descrip- 
tion of  the  Fort  de  Venasque.  The  final  as- 
cent is  thus  related  by  its  observant  autiior  :^ 

'*  Our  position  liecame  at  eveiy  step  more 
interesting  and  extraordinary;  for  to  all 
powers  of  observation  this  cuf-de-sac  was  wo 
perfect,  and  all  means  of  exit  w  inscrutable^ 
that  not  one  of  the  party,  after  the  most 
mature  inspection,  could  form  a  conjecture 
as  to  the  conttnoation  eren  of  the  verjr  path-  • 
way,  much  less  of  the  pass  itself,  which  a|N  ■ 
peared  to  elude  our  grasp  as  we  drew  near^ 
and  yet  must,  if  It  realfv  existed,  be  now 
close  at  hand.  At  length,  on  .rounding  a 
sharp  corner,  the  pass  started  into  view, 
about  50  ft.  above  our  head.  .  .  .  The  poor 
animals,  as  if  conscious  that  the  severest 
portion  of  their  task  was  drawing  to  a  close, 
exerted  themselves  with  redoubled  eilbrts  to' 
accomplish  the  remaining— I  may  say— steps 
in  the  ladder.    ... 

Another  march  brought  me  to  the  breach, 
when  I  drew  up,    and  in  motionless  and 
speechless  admiration    sat  with  my  eyes- 
rivetted  on  the  stupendous  sooie  so  singu- 
larly, so  suddenly  revealed.  .  .  The  Mala, 
detta  was  Immediately  in  front,  without  a ' 
single  int^srvening  object,  ctaading  in  all  its* 
dreary  nakedness,  like  the  ghost  of  some 
mountain  belonging  to  a  departed  world.  *  — 
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at  an  eleiratioii  of  7^17  ft.  above  tbe 
sea  lerel,  but  at  a  considerable  depth 
belotr  ^e  crest  of  tbat  mountun, 
whose  topf  as  well  as  the  frontier 
line,  is  marked  by  an  iron  cross.  In 
the  depths  of  the  hollow  below  the 
Pbrt,  within  the  Spanish  territory,  the 
£88era  takes  its  rise,  and  a  low  ridge 
stretching  across  at  its  head  unites  the 
Maladetta,  which  is  an  outlier  rising 
on  the  £L  of  the  main  diain,  with  the 
mountains  of  the  Fort  de  Venasque. 
Above  €his  ridge  on  the  1.  lies  the 
mysterious  TVou  du  Tawreau,  an  oral 
banit  or  gulf  without  visible  outlet, 
excavated  in  the  limestone  rock  to  a 
depth  of  80  feet,  which,  swallowing 
up  the  waters  descending  ftom.  the 
N.  B.  dope  of  the  Maladetta,  is  be- 
lieved to  convey  them  under  the  in- 
tervening mountains  into  the  Valley 
of  Artigues  Tellina,  where,  rising 
again  to  light,  they  form  the 
Vi  -  Simree  tf  the  Garmme,  This  phae- 
nomenon  merits  the  personal  investi- 
gation of  travellers. 

The  JMb/adelfo,  erroneously  included 
in  some  maps  in  the  central  chain, 
and  even  placed  within  the  French 
frontier,  is  an  off-set  or  buttress 
lying  to  the  S.  of  the  dorsal  spine 
of  the  Pyrenees,  and  entirely  shut 
out  by  ft  from  France,  as  it  were 
by  a  screen  of  peaks  and  ridges. 
Though  the  highest  of  the  Pyrenees, 
11,42^  ft.  above  the  siea  level,  it  loses 
much  of  the  efiect  of  elevation  when 
seen  from  the  Port  de  Venasque,  on 
account  of  the  great  height  of  the 
Val  d'Essera,  out  of  which  it  rises. 
The  highest  of  its  summits,  the  Pic  de 
Nethou,  had  never  been  reached  until 
1842,  when  it  was  surmounted  by  a 
Russian  officer  named  Tchitchacheff, 
with  one  French  companion  and  3 
guides.  The  glacier  upon  its  N.  flank 
is^the  largest  in  the  Pyrenees,  and  is 
dangerous  to  cross  on  account  of  the 
crevasses.  In  1824  a  guide  named 
Barran  perished  miserably  in  one  of 
them,  owing  to  the  covering  of  snow 
giving  way  beneath  him,  before  tbe 
eyes  of  two  French  gentlemen,  pupils 


of  the  Eoole  dee  Mines,  who  heard  his 
agonising  cries  as  he  gradually  sunk 
down,  without  being  able  to  render 
any  assistance.  The  crags  and  snows 
of  the  Maladetta  are  the  favourite 
haunt  of  the  izard ;  and  many  a  bold 
chasseur  dares  all  the  perils  of  the 
mountain  in  pursuit  of  them. 

The  Spaniih  toum  tf  Fauu^ue  is 
about  as  far  from  the  Port  to  the  &  W* 
as  Luchon  is  to  the  M.,  t.  e,,  a  walk 
of  4  hours;  but  tbe  way  is  very 
rough  and  difficult,  following  at  first 
the  windings  of  the  Essera,  wading 
the  torrents  which  fall  into  it,  and 
threading  the  mass  of  rocks  and 
rubbish  lidlen  from  the  gigantic  wall 
of  Penna  Blanca  on  the  rt.  Some 
way  down  is  the  Spanish  Hoqiice^  **  a 
vile  posada  *'  serving  as  a  guard  and 
custom-house,  occupied  by  carabi- 
neers, and  supplying  the  place  of  a 
hospice  swept  away  by  an  avalanche 
in  1838,  which  resembled  tbat  on  the 
French  side  of  the  pass.  From  this 
to  Venasque,  about  10  m.,  the  path 
runs  by  the  side  of  the  Essera,  and. 
is  very  difficult.  The  scoiery  of  tho 
gorge  is  grand  but  savage,  its  striking 
feature  being  the  number  of  its  water- 
falls, and  rapidity  of  the  torrents  de 
scending  into  it.  A  bath  has  been 
built  on  the  opposite  slope  of  the  valley.. 

The  path  from  the  Port  d'Oa 
(see  p.  326.)  descends  tbe  Val  d*As-> 
tos.  The  sides  of  the  mountains  are 
stripped  of  wood  near  Venasque, 
which  is  suddenly  disclosed  to  view 
by  a  bend  in  the  valley.  Its  most 
conspicuous  feature  is  the  picturesque 
easde  by  which  it  is  surmounted, 
originally  a  stronghold  of  the  middle 
ages,  converted  by  modem  works  into 
a  fortress,  which  was  besieged  and 
taken  by  the  French  in  1809*  and 
possesses  no  great  strength.  It  is  sur- 
rounded on  three  sides  by  deep  ravines. 

In  the  principal  street,  Calle  Mayor, 
are  several  picturesque  old  houses 
ornamented  with  sculptured  figures, 
coats  of  arms,  &c.,  and  some  of  these 
retain  the  towers  which  originally 
served  for  defence.    The  ekurchf  at  the 
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end  of  the  town  fiurtliest  ftom  the 
caftle,  u  a  curious  Romanesque 
buUdingy  fitted  up  in  the  Spanish 
stjle  with  carving,  gilding,  && 
Another  chunsh  was  destroyed  by  the 
French  who  did  much  misdiief  here. 
There  is  no  regular  inn  at  Venasque, 
but  strangers  are  readily  aeoonnao- 
dated  in  private  houses,  though  at 
charges  exceedingly  high. 

Return  to  Luc?umfrom  the  JPmrt  de 
Venaeqm,  —  JPori  de  Picetde* 

It  is  by  no  means  neeetsary.  to  re* 
trace  one's- steps,  and  take  the.  same 
way  back.  Theridgeof  the  Penna 
Blanca,  through  "which  the  Port  de 
VeoasqiM  opens,  is  traversed  about  1 J 
m*  to  the  £.  of  it  by  'another  pass, 
called  Port  <de  Picade, .  reached  by 
turning  to  the  1.,  traversing  the 
oMadows  at  the  base  of  the  moon-- 
tains»  whence  the  Port  de  Venasque 
looks  as  tiieiigh  it  had  been  formed 
by  chipping  a  bit  out  of  the  Sierra, 
and  tboo  scaling  a  steep  ascent  en^ 
oumbeied  with  rubbish,  and  not 
marked  by  any-  path.  On  the  top 
you  pass  out  of  AJntgon  into  a  corner 
of  Catalonia,  and  look  down  upon  a 
chaos  of  wild  peaks  and  ridges.  Here 
yott  have  the  choice  of  two  passes,  the 
shortest  the  Picade ;  on  the  L  is  a  very 
narrow  path  carried  along  the  shat- 
tered edges  of  the  slaty  stone,  barely 
traced  among  shivers  and ,  splinters 
of  rock  upon  the  very  ridge  or  crest 
of  the  Sierra,  along  the  brink  of  the 
precipice.  It  is  a  grand  wild  spot, 
and  is  named  Picade  from  a  gigantic 
obelisk  oi  rock  which  rears  itsdf 
aloft.  It  leads  back  to  the  Hospice 
de  Bagn^res  by  a  path  marked  with 
tolerable  disttnotness  on  the  grassy 
slopes,  and  though  steep  much  easier 
than  that  up  to  the  Port  de  Venea* 
qufw  Thus  the  traveller  has  passed 
from  Fra&ee  into  Spain  through  one 
door  or  gap  in  the  great  sepasatton 
wall  between  them,  and  returned 
through  another. 

The  pass  on  the  rt.  hand,  after 
reaching;  the  crest  of  the  Port  de  Pi- 
cade, is  called  i\>r«e2t  i\>tamcreaa,aad 


leads  intb  the  vale  of  the  GaK>nBei» 
the  upper  part  of  which  -  is  vailed  the 
Fed  d^JiroM,  and  though  lying. on  the 
French  side  of  the  Pyrenees  beloi^^ 
to  Spain.     The  descent  runsttuoiqih 
the  gnmd  gorge  of  Artigues  TeUina,- 
covered,  as    yoit  proceed  down    it, 
with  dense  intact  forests  of  primssval 
growth,  in  the  midst  of  which,  in  a 
deep  hollow  at  the  foot  of  precipices^ 
10  minutes  distant  from  the^path,  one' 
of  the  chief  sources  of  the  Gmnmms 
issues  forth  foom  a  series  of  cavltiea. 
enonmbered  with  broken  roeks  calledi 
G£il  de  Djoueou^  and  by  the  Spaa^i 
iards  Ojosde  Guronna,  *Hhe  Ghuonne'a' 
eye."     It  is  said  that,  the  eepious* 
stream  which  here  bursts  festh  tendayr 
is  the  .torrent  whose  cradle  is  -  the^ 
snows  of  th»  Mdbdetta,  and  vrhiebf 
after  being  lest  in  the  Trou  de  Tau«< 
rean  (p.329.)»  pursues  its  way  under* 
ground,  through  the  caverns  •f  iUMfft 
limeirtone   mountams^  as.  for  as.  this 
spot,   where  it  rises  a   reac^-meda< 
river.     This  is  one  of  the  most  iniM'. 
por'taht  sources  of  the  Garonne.     A 
little  forther  down  lies  the  Hospioe  o€. 
Artigues  TelHna.     The  part  of  the*- 
valley  below  this  Is  covered  with^pas*! 
tures.     Much   timber  is   cut  in  *the^ 
forests,  and  floated  down  the  Garonne* 
to  Bordeaux.  Near  the  juttctionaftiifS» 
valley  of  Artigues  Tellina  with  that  of< 
the  main  stream  of  the  Garonne  of 
Viella,  the  river  is  crossed  by  a  britigB 
near  the  ruined  Castel  Leon,  destroyed.' 
by  the  French  in  the  war  of  the.^e^t 
sesnon^  whence  there  is  a  fine,  view 
of  the  Makdetta.     The    Ved  d'Aran 
contains  32  towns  and  villages,  69 
churches,  and  20,000  inhab. ;  it  nins 
up  towards  the   great  chain,  14  ». 
abater  Castel  Lecm ;   5  m.  up  it  liea 
Viella,  the  chief  place  of  the  valley, 
containing  900  inhabitants,  8  m.  dis* 
tant  from  the  Port  de  VielUi.     Below 
Castel  Leon  at  Las  Bordas,  the  path* 
to  Luchon  by  the  Portillon  and  the 
Val  Burbe   stretches  off  to  the  W. 
Lower  down  is    Bosost,  the  seeond 
place  in  the  valley,  a  miserable  vil- 
lage but  in  a  charming  situalion* 
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Ob  tiM  -  outskirts  of  the  viHage  of 
I«B  (?)  aye  Ba^  supplied  by  sutpiiii- 
reoQC  springs,  and  ^e  Bath-house  af- 
finrds  the  best  accommodation  in  the 
irriley.  Belo'Mrthis  a  fine  view  is  ob- 
tained of  the  Maladetta.  Here  the 
Vai  d'Aran  puts  on  its  greatest  beauty 
and  grandevir,  which  place  it  idmost 
without  a  rival  among  the  PyreneAn 
v^eys.  The  river  is  -  jammed  in 
WHinaa  the  rocks  near  a  bridge  over  a 
trilmtary  stream,  called  Pont  du  IU>i, 
whieb  marks  t^e  frontier  of  France ; 
it  is  •  the  custom-house  post,  Sec. 
Tile  Val  d'Aran  belonged  to  France) 
down  to  119%  whbn  it  was  trans- 
ftrted  as  the  dowry  of  Beatrix  do 
OoaanBiinges  to  her  husband,  a  prince 
ef  Aragon.  It  was  ravaged  by  the 
CSatUits  in  the  late  war.  Fos  is 
fhe  first  place  wHbm  the  French 
ttnitdry.  The  valley  c<»itMCts  lower 
dbvB  tv  a  grand  defile,  in  the  midst 
of  which  lies  St«  B^t,  a  very  pietu-' 
rwque  and  interesting  oM  town,  oon- 
alsdtag  of  a  narrow  street  overhung 
Isy  bMCling  cMSk'.  a  ruined  oastle 
aHiidB  «n  a  rock  in  the  midst  of  the 
defile.     The  scenery  around  is  most 

knvely.  The  Inn  (FoKtan's)  is  not 
good,  but  it  is  one  of  the  best  in  this 
«dl^.  There  is  an  excellent  earriage 
nmd  ItoBOi  this  to  Cierp  and  LuobM.' 
Thete  are  qiuffries  of  marble  here^ 

'  At  Cierp,  «  m.  below  St  B^t, 
tfie  Gtaaaob  is  joined  by  the  Fiqm 
fy&sot'  Luchon,  and  our  road 
to  the  high  road  from  Bigorre 
Toulouse  (p.  ■  3S4.)  leading 
thither. 

•  ^ff  Move  detailed  and  accurate  in-' 
fonnation  respecting  the  Val  d'Aran 
and  Yenasque  would  be  acceptable  to 
llw€dH«r. 

ROUTE  90. 

wmittmsK  TO  PAU,  by  auob  Ann 

TAABKS. 

•  18#  kilom.  B  1 14  Eng  m. 
MMkp9$U  daily  in  15  hours. 
INW^ce,  daily. 


Toulouse  is  in  R.  70. 

At  the  radiation  of  roads  outside 
the  Faubourg  St.  Cyprien,  called 
Patte  d'Oie,  the  branch  on  the  rt.  is 
that  which  leads  to  Auch  ;  it  crosses^ 
at  the  distance  of  2  m.,  the  stream 
of  the  Touch. 

18  Leguevin. 

15  L*Ile  Jourdain,  a  town  of  200& 
inhabitants,'on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Save. 

17  Gimont. 

8  Aubiet.  The  road  runs  through 
ahighly  cultivated  and  very  productive 
country,  in  adirecti«ti  nearly  due  W., 
not  inclining  in  the  least  to  S.  all 
the  way  from  Toulouse  to 

17  Aneh  (/mns  .•  H.  de  la  Fldz:'— *' 
de  France),  the  chef  lieu  of  the  de- 
partment du  Gers,  a  town  of  10,461 
inhabitants,  and  see  of  an  archbishop. 
Is  situated  on  the  top  and  slopes  of^ 
an  eminence  washed  by  the  Gers  at 
its  base,  and  erowned  by  the  CatHedmt* 
of  Sainte  Marie,  one  of  the  finest 
Gothic  edifices  in  the  S.  of  France, 
begun  in  the  reignof  Chartes  VIII.y' 
and  completed,  by  the  tasteless  addi- 
tion of  its  inappropriate  Grecian  por- 
tico, in  that^of  Xionis   XIV.     The 
church  is   347    ft.   long,  and   74  ft. 
high.     The  painted  glass  is  of  fare^ 
richness  and  beauty ;  it  wfts  executed 
(1513)  by  Amaud  de  Moles.     The 
carved  woodwork    of  the    choir   is 
eqtudly  remarkable.   At  the  back  of 
the  stalls  are  weU  executed  figures  of 
Virtues,  &c.  in  basMrelief,  enclosed  ia 
niches  and  canopies  of  eli^t>orate  work- 
manship (date  1525-7).     The  choir 
is  separated  from  the  nave  by  a  gal*' 
lery  (jub6),  or  rood  loft. 

Xiong  fiights  of  stairs  lead  firom  the 
lower  town  to  the  upper-;  many  odd 
housta  are  preserved  here.  The  Plaet  ■ 
Bayak,  in  the  higher  and  better- 
quarter  of  the  town,  is  a  handsome 
square ;  adjoining  it  is  the  Coitrs> 
d^EUgny^  so  named  from  a  magBtrattt- 
by  whom  it  wm  laid  out,  command- 
ing a  glorious  view  of  the  chain  of 
the  Pyrenees. 

Auch  was  anciently  capital  of  tho 
itftMct  (whenoe  Aueh),  afterwards  Jot 
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the  Comt^  d'Aimagnac,  and  seat  of 
the  primate  of  Aquitaine. 

A  moBepowte  runs  hence  daily  by 
Agen  to  Limoges  (  R.  73.  70. ). 

15  Vicnau. 
9  Mirande. 

13  Mi^lan.  Soon  after  crossing 
the  Arros  we  descend  a  slope,  com- 
manding the  view  of  the  Pyrenees, 
among  which  the  Pic  du  Midi  de 
Bigorre,  rising  directly  in  front,  is 
grandly  conspicuous,  into  the  plain  of 
the  Adour,  which  stretches  hence  to 
the  foot  of  those  mountains,  and  enter 

14  Rabastens,  an  old  town  men- 
tioned by  Froissart.  A  perfectly 
straight  road  connects  thb  place  with 

19   Tarbetj  in  R.  87. 
23  Bordes  d'Ezpouy. 

16  Pau  (R.  80.  p.  286.).  There 
is  a  seeond  and  more  direct  road  from 
Toulouse  to  Tarbes  recently  com- 
pleted, which,  though  unprovided  with 
post  horses,  is  taken  by  the  diligence 
daily,  in  22  hours,  passing  through 
Lombez,  Boulogne,  and  Trie. 


ROUTE  91. 

TOULOVSS  TO  lUOMXRES  DE  LUC^OK, 
Ain>  BAGKERCS  DK  BIGORRE  BY  ST. 
OAUDXK8. 

To  B.  de  Bigorre,  142  kilom.»88 
£ng.  m. ;  to  B.  de  Luchon,  135  ki- 
lom.  =  84  Eng.  m. 

Diligences  daily. 

The  first  part  of  the  road,  across  the 
great  plain  of  Languedoc,  and  along 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Garonne,  though 
seldom  in  sight  of  the  river,  is  very 
monotonous.  The  Pyrenees  are  yet 
too  distant  to  form  an  important 
feature,  but  the  richness  of  the  soil 
and  abundance  of  the  crops  are  very 
remarkable.  The  Duke  of  Wellington 
attempted  the  passage  of  the  Garonne 
at  Portet,  a  village  on  the  1.  of  the 
high  road,  6  m.  above  Toulouse,  but 
the  width  of  the  river  proved  too 
great  for  the  pontoons  provided,  and 
the  army  consequently  crossed  lower 


down,  below  Toulouse.  The  con-, 
fluence  of  the  Arriege  with  the  Ga« 
ronne  takes  place  opposite  Portet. 

20  Muret. 

The  army  of  the  Comte  de  Tou- 
louse, aided  by  Pedro  II.,  king  of 
Aragon,  amounting  to  100,000  mta, 
was  defeated  under  the  walls  of  Mu- 
ret by  Simon  de  Montfbrt,  who  made 
a  sortie  with  14,000  men,  headed  by  St. 
Dominic,  bearing  a  crucifix,  and  cut 
the  besiegers  to  pieces,  leaving  Pedro 
dead  on  the  field. 

12  Nod  on  the  1.  Iiank  of  the  Gr«. 
ronne.  At  Carbonne,  above  this, 
some  way  to  the  1.  of  the  road.  Lord 
Hill  croffiedthe  Graronne  with  18,000 
men ;  but  finding  the  roads  impassable, 
speedily  returned  to  march  along  the 
1.  bank  against  St,  Cyprien,  the  fau- 
bourg of  Toulouse. 

27  Martres.  In  a  field  near  this^ 
interesting  Roman  antiquities  have 
been  discovered,  consisting  of  an  im- 
mense number  of  busts,  statues,  relie6^ 
inscriptions,  &&,  now  deposited  in 
the  museum  of  Toulouse,  marking 
this  as  the  site  of  the  ancient  town» 
Calagorris  Convenarum,  <  • 

There  is  a  bridge  over  the  Garomie 
at  St  Martory. 

28  St.  Gaudens  (/an,  H6tel  de 
France,  good),  an  old  and  gloomy 
town  of  6020  inhabitants,  at  a  little 
distance  from  the  Garonne,  has  a 
church  of  considerable  antiquity,  in 
the  Romanesque  style,  with  3  apses 
at  the  £.  end,  and  small  round- 
headed  windows.  The  road  to  Ba- 
gneres  de  Bigorre  here  diverges  on  the 
rt.,  up  the  1.  bank  of  the  Garonne  to 
Montrejeau,  where  it  fiills  into  R.  87. 
p.  324. 

The  Garonne  is  crossed  by  the  road 
to  Luchon  a  short  way  out  of  the 
town;  and  from  the  slope  leading 
down  to  it  there  is  a  fine  view  of  its 
windings  and  of  the  distant  Pyrenees. 

At  the  distance  of  6  or  8  m.  &r- 
ther  out  the  road  passes  abruptly  from 
the  plain  into  the  midst  of  the  moun- 
tains, by  ascending  an  eminence,  the 
extreme  root  or  spur  of  the  Pyrenees, 
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to  avoid  a  wide  curve  of  the  Garonne, 
but  descends  upon  the  river  at  the 
loot  of  the  opposite  slope.  An  un- 
oommon  view  is  here  presented  o{  the 
interesting  town  of  St.  Bertrand  (  R. 
87.),  which  our  road  leaves  on  the  rt. 
*<  You  break  at  once  upon  a  vale, 
sunk  deep  enough  beneath  the  point 
of  view  to  command  every  hedge 
and  tree,  with  St.  Bertrand  clustered 
round  its  large  cathedral  on  a  rising 
ground.  If  it  had  been  built  pur- 
posely to  add  a  feature  to  a  singular 
prospect,  it  could  not  have  been  better 
placed.  The  mountains  rise  proudly 
around,  and  give  their  rough  frame  to 
this  exquisite  little  picture."  —  A, 
Vounff.  The  Garonne  is  crossed  at 
the  Pont  Labrequere  to 

27  Estenos,  described,  with  the  rest 
of  the  road,  to 

21  BagnSres  de  Luchon,  in  R.  87. 
p.  324. 


ROUTE  93. 

TOULOUSK    TO     NARBONNE    AND    MAR- 

SKILLES,    BY    CARCASSOKME. CANAL 

BU  Mipi. 

445<kilom.  »«  276  Eng.  m. 

AfaZ?gMwte^daily,  in  37  hours. 

DUiffencet,  daily.  With  post  horses 
in  9  hours  to  Carcassonne. 

Bateaux  de  Potte  daily,  along  the 
Canal  du  Midi  from  Toulouse  to 
Agde :  a  very  tedious  conveyance,  to 
which,  for  the  most  part,  the  lower 
classes  only  resort. 

•  The  road,  on  quitting  Toulouse, 
passes  on  the  L  the  hUl  of  Pech  Da- 
vid—a good  point  of  view  to  see  the 
Pyrenees  from,  —  and  skirting,  at  a 
short  distance  on  the  L,  the  ^aud  du 
Aft'di,  continues  to  run  nearly  parallel 
with  it  for  several  stages.  This  great 
and  useful  public  work,  sometimes 
called  Canal  des  Deux  Mers,  because 
it  unites  the  Mediterranean  with  the 
Atlantic,  was  executed  under  Louis 
XIV.,  by  the  engineer  Paul  Riquet, 
though  the  design  is  clearly  sketched 


out  in  the  M^moires  de  Sully.  It  was 
commenced  1666  (100  years  save  6 
before  Brindley,  in  England,  began 
the  Bridge  water  Canal),  and  finished 
1681,  the  year  after  Riquet's  death. 
It  measures,  from  the  basin  where  it 
joins  the  Garonne  at  Toulouse,  to  the 
Etang  du  Thau,  near  Agde,  where  it 
faUs  into  theMediterranean,  244  kilom. 
s  151  Eng.  m. ;  it  is  20  met  (65  ft 
7  in.)  wide  at  the  surface,  and  10  met. 
(32 ft.)  at  the  bottom.  It  cost  more 
than  16  millions  livress  33  millions  fr. 

It  has  64  sluices,  and  many  other 
considerable  works,  reservoirs,  &o., 
which  will  be  enumerated  as  we  ap- 
proach them,  lliese,  though  won. 
derfril  for  the  time  when  they  were 
constructed,  have  been  surpassed  by 
many  in  England,  and  even  in  France. 
The  articles  transported  along  the 
canal  consbt  chiefly  of  com,  oil,  soap, 
wine,  brandy,  &c. ;  it  is  navigated  by 
barges  of  100  tons,  but  the  traflSc  is 
not  very  extensive,  judging  from  the 
number  of  voyages  yearly  to  and  fro, 
which  is  only  960.  It  is  closed  for  a 
month  or  6  weeks  once  in  3  years  for 
the  "  chomage**  (still  stand),  in  order 
to  ))e  cleaned. 

Our  road  lies  across  a  rich  com 
country,  but  monotonously  flat,  which 
before  the  end  of  sununer  becomes 
parched,  dusty,  and  arid. 

12  Castanet.  The  canal  and  the 
river  Lers,  running  parallel  with  it, 
are  crossed  at 

12  Baziege.  * 

1 1  Villefranchc,  a  town  of  2400  in- 
habitants, consisting  of  a  long  street 
traversed  by  the  road. 

Beyond  Avignonet  we  pass  from  the 
department  Haute  Garonne  into  that 
of  PAude,  and  a  little  farther  skirt  on 
the  rt.  the  Bassin  de  Naurouze,  an 
artificial  reservoir  formed  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  canal,  which  here  attains 
its  summit  level  (point  de  partage). 
The  water  is  derived  from  a  still 
higher  and  larger  reservoir,  le  Baeein 
de  St,  F^riol,  measurmg  5249  ft  by 
2558  ft.,  situated  on  the  flanks  of  th« 
Montague  Koire,  whence  it  is  con- 


SM        Jl  9S.-^T<mhum  ia  Narbonm-^-Carcassonne^  Seot*  IT« 


ikM$ttA  hither  in  vt  artifi«ud  ohainwl 
to  be  discharged  into  the  2  mm. 
The  deseent  of  208^  ft.  between 
this  and  Touloiue  ie  effected  by  18 
looks,  and  that  of  719  ft.*  down  to 
the  level  of  the  Meditenaneeo  at 
lAgde^  by  46  locks^  Riquet  intended 
to  ;haye  founded  a  town  upon  the 
beain  of  Naurou^e  -^  a  deai^  not  yet 
accomplished,  but  an  oMi$k^  hy  way  of 
fmmummt,  was  erected  to  him.  by  his 
descendaDts^  on  this  spol^  1825.  A 
little  island  has  been  formed  in  the 
basin  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Canal 
by  the  deposits  broun^  down  by  it* 
A&ias  crossing  this  main  feeder  of.  the 
canal,  there  is  nothing  to  notice  untU 
reaching 

22  Castelnaudary  {An»:  La 
Fl^che :  —  Notre  Dame),  a  t»wa  of 
nearly  lO^OOO  inhabitants,  onan  emi- 
nence, skirted  at  its  base  by  the  Canal 
du  Midiy  whidi  here  expands  into  a 
iMstuh  much  larger  than  that  at  Nau- 
xouze»  the  only  thing  reroarhable  here. 
There  are  stone-quajrxies  and  lime- 
kilns near. 

The  name  has  been  tf^oed  to 
'*  Castrum  Novum  Arianorum,''  the 
name  given  by  the  Visigoths  to  the 
town,  which  they  refoundMi-  It  suf- 
fered severely  in  the  crusade  against 
the  Albigenses,  having  been  takenboth 
by  Simon  de  Montfort.and  the  Comte 
de  Toulouse:  and  in  1237  the  in- 
quisitors enacted  an  auto-da-f4  here ; 
in  which,  in  their  desire  to  root  out 
heresy,  they  not  only  burnt  many 
persons  alive>  but  many  dead  bodies, 
dragged  ignpnuniously  from  the  grave 
for  this  purpose.  The  most  memor<» 
able  event  in  the  annals  of  Castel- 
naudary is  the  battle  fought  here  on 
the  banks  of  the  Frcaquel,  1632,  be- 
tween the  forces  of  IiouisXIII.  and 
of  Gaston  Ducd'Orleans,  at  whii^  the 
unfortunate  Due  de  Montmorency  was 
wounded  and  made  prisoner,  and  soon 
after  conveyed  hence  to  Toulouse  to 
be  beheaded, 

12  Villepinte.  The  rounded  out- 
line of  the  Black  Mountain  hDunda 
the  view  on  the  N. 


d  Ahoooe,  a  town  of  2600  ii 
bitants. 

l7lCarca»sonne,'^Inn9:  HotdBon* 
net :  —  St  Jean  Bapliste,  good  aad 
reasonable;  on  the  airy  Boohnwd.— 
F.  K.  This  chef  lieu  of  the 
ment  of  L*Aude»  a  city  of  17394 
habitants,  is  traversed  by  thn 
Aude,  and  by  the  Canal  dm  Mid^ 
whiclu  at  first  nnrrirri  nt  i  dintimeB 
from  its  walls^  at  the  requestof  th»ki» 
habitants haa,  inreeenttimes,  gBttcticd 
at  vest  expense  another  direetioB^in 
«rder  to  bring  it  up  to  the  towi^  wteee 
it  now  forms  a  large  ^attitu  r 

CaMassonne  itself  is  compoeed  nf 
two  part8,\the  modern^  town  «m  Am 
plain  and  the  old  town  on  an  emiwfnnr 
above  it,  forming  a  picturesque  baeib> 
ground  with  its  jresnrable  towers,  and 
commanding  battlements.  The  lewet 
and  newer  town,  <^eerfii2,  fiearishiag^ 
and  industrious,  consists  chiefly  e£ 
modem  built  houses  in  streets,  nngiiig 
at  right  angles  with  one  another,  sur- 
rounded by  boulevArds  occupying  tlie 
site  of  its  ramparts,  including  squares 
planted  with  treee  end  furaldwd  with 
marble  fountains,: and  ranmnf^.witfi 
freshening  rivulets.  It  caBteinsfle- 
veral  large  woollen  &ctories,  and  not 
less  than  7000  peratms  of  tbe  town 
and  its  vicinity  are  employed  in  the 
moMufcietttre  €f  doth,  chiefly  exported 
to  the  Levant,  Barbery,  and  SL.Aoia* 
riea,>  where  it  is  esteemed  for  its  bril- 
liant dyes.  From  this  and  ^oAtt 
sources  of  cMnmercial  prespert^  it 
has  inoreasedf  in  the  course  of  fow  or 
five  centuries,  from  a  suburb,  to  heiiie 
town  itself,  while  the  original  ciliJi  on 
the  height .  has  dwindled  .dsnra  .into 
an  insignificant  fiudxmrg.  Beynnd 
this,  bowerer,  it  has  no  claim,  te-4eiR 
tain  the  passing  traveller*  Its  wom 
dem  cathedral*  and  ehvrdkof  BL 
Vincent,  whose  tall  tower  elaads  «i 
the  line  of  the  nsteridian  x>ff<XWis, 
not  remarkable.  The  anmm  ^fi 
plnntad  along,  the  margpn  oif.  tfae 
eanaJ^  smd  emheUished  wiUi  acolanm 
of  thd  red  marble  of  the  country  t6 
the  memory  xf  Biquety  its  engineer* 
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leads  to  the  aquedaet  Jlnidge  by 
which  the. canal  has  been  carried  over 
the  stream  of  the  Fresnel  in  recent 
times. 

The  old  toum,  on  the  height  be- 
-yoad  the  Jkude,  deserves  the  notice 
of  aU  who  take  an  interest  in  anti- 
quities, as  retaining  unchanged,  to  a 
ipreater  extant  perhaps  than  any  other 
in  France,  the  aspect  of  a  fortress  of 
the  middle  agesi.  A  traveller  with 
auch  tasftcs  must  not  be  deterred  from 
enteiing  by  odious  amells,  steep,  nar- 
ixtOFi  dut^r*  and  desolate  streets,  with 
the  grass-  growing  in  many  of  them 
and  the  houses  falling  to  ruin,  lor  it 
lias  been  abandoned  entirely  to  per- 
sons  of  the  poorer  class  and  to  arti- 
«aaiis,  oon^osang  a  population  of 
•paupera  pent  up  within  its  narrow 
■enclosure. 

.  A  portioft  of  the  inner  line  dram- 
paris  mtd  tower^y  which  enclose  it,  is 
Btteibuted  to  the  Visigotha  witii  much 
pnbabSitjf  and  the  rest,  including 
the  castle,  seems  to  be  of  the  1 1th 
«r-  IStfa  oentury,  while  the  outer  cir- 
cuit has  been  referred  to  the  latter 
^id  of  the  1 3th  eentuvy.  The  former 
are  theralbre  the  same  defences  which 
withstood  fOT  a  lime  the  assault  of 
ibearmy  of  Crusaders  under  the  fierce 
Simon  de  Montfort  and  the  Abbot 
«f  Citeaux,  wfao»  reeking  with  the 
Uood  spilt  at  Bexiers,  laid  siege  to 
.Carcassonne,  where  a  vast  number  of 
i&gitives^  together  with  the  Vicomte 
de  Beziers,  had  taken  refiig&  At 
^e  interoession  of  the  King  of  Ar- 
.ragon  his  unde,  the  papal  legate  pro- 
tmised  to  spare  his  life  and  those  of 
J 3  others  with  him;  but  the  brave 
•young  warrior  rejected  these  terms, 
declaring-  that  he  would  sooner  be 
flayed  aUve  than  betray  one  of  those 
who  hi^  endangered  themselves  for 
Jiis^  sake.  Finding,  however,  that, 
owing  to  the  number  of  men,  wometi 
and  children,  who  had  poured  in  from 
-the  surrounding  country,  it  was  im- 
possible to  hold  out,  he  managed  to 
let  them  escape  by  a  secret  passage, 
and  surrendered  under  a  promise  of 


safe  conduct  for  himself*  He 
nevertheless  seized  treeoberously,  and 
soon-  after  died  in  prison,  while  of 
those  who  remained  in  the  town  50 
were  hung  and  400  burnt  alive.  In 
1 356  this  fortress  effectually  resisted 
the  Black  Prince,  who  Inimt  the 
suburb  below,  and  ravaged  with  fbe 
and  sword  the  whole  of  Languedoe. 
A  .curious  sally-port,  or  barbeteautf 
projects  from  the  walls  on  the  side 
nearest  the  modern  town ;  and  one  of 
the  towers  has  been  split  into  two, 
but  the  one  half,  though  fallen  down, 
has  not  broken  to  pieces,*-^ such  is  the 
thickness  and  soUdity  of  the  ma- 
sonry. The  legend  respecting  it  is, 
that  Charlemagne,  after  in  vain  be- 
•aeging  for  several  years  the  town, 
which  held  out- though  defended  only 
by  one  Saracen  woman  named  Carcag, 
was  about  to  raise  the  siege  in  des^ 
pair,  when  this  tower  gave  way  of  its 
own  accord,  and  opened  a  breach  by 
which  his  army  entered.  The  figuve 
of  this  Saracen  Amazon  is  still  to  be 
seen  rudely  carved  over  the  Porte 
-Narbonnaise,  on  the  £.  side  of  the 
town. 

The  Church  of  St  Nazaire,  formerly 
cathedral,  in  the  middle  of  the  old 
townv  consists  of  a  Romanesque  ttave, 
part  of  the  church  dedicated  by  Pope 
Urban  II.'  in  1096',  supported  on 
massive  piers  round  and  square,  and 
-of  a  Gothic  chcir  and  transepts  added 
at  the  beginning  of  the  13th  century. 
In  this  part  of  the  church  are  two 
fine  circular  windows,  and  some 
IHiinted  glass  of  great  brilliancy  of 
colour,  though-  inferior  in  drawing. 
On  one  side  of  the  high  altar  a  slab 
of  red  marble  is  said  to  mark  the 
grave  of  Simon  de  Montfort,  Earl  of 
Leicester,  that  cruel  and  ambitious 
warricM*,  who*  steeled  in  the  holy 
wars,  in  the  school  of  the  Templars 
end  Assassimi,  turned  at  the  bidding 
of  Uie  pope  the  sword  whetted  against 
the  infidels  upon  the  heretical  Christ- 
ians, the  unfortunate  Albigenses*  In 
one  of  the  side  chapels  of  the  navie 
is  a  curious  haS'reUef,  representiog  an 
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assault  of  a  besieged  town,  probably 
of  the  ISth  ceuturj. 

Near  the  centre  of  the  town  is  a 
very  wide  and  deep  well,  into  which, 
according  to  tradition,  the  Visigoth 
kings  threw  their  treasures. 

Carcassonne  was  the  birth-place  of 
the  Revolutionist  Fabre,  who  called 
himself  D*Eglantine,  because  he  had 
gained  the  prize  of  the  golden  sweet- 
briar  in  the  floral  games  at  Toulouse 
(see  p.  247.) ;  he  began  his  career  as 
an  actor  and  ended  it  on  the  guillotine 
in  1793. 

Diligenee*  daily  to  Narbonne, 
Montpellier,  Nismes,  and  Marseilles  ; 
to  Perpignan  by  Limoux;  to  Tou- 
louse. 

At  Caunes,  12  m.  N.E.  of  Car- 
cassonne, are  the  quarries  of  marble, 
commonly  used  in  churches  and  other 
public  buildings  in  the  S.  of  France. 
They  are  associated  with  slates  of 
the  transition  series  and  furnish  4 
sorts;  1.  flesh-coloured,  much  em- 
ployed by  Louis  XIV.  and  XV. ;  2. 
marbre  cervelas ;  3.  grey  marble  con- 
taining Encrinites ;  4.  Griotte  includ- 
ing nautili :  one  variety  is  called  "  ceil 
de  perdrix." 

On  quitting  Carcassonne,  the  road 
crosses  and  runs  for  some  distance  by 
the  side  of  the  Aude ;  the  canal  makes 
a  bend  to  the  N.,  its  new  channel 
being  cut  through  deep  excavations. 
The  cultivation  of  the  olive  begins 
near  this,  though  the  tree  can  scarcely 
be  said  to  flourish  hereabouts. 

14  Barbeira.  ' 

Near  this,  a  little  to  the  N.  of  the 
canal,  is  the  drained  lake  of  Mar- 
seillette,  converted  from  a  useless 
pool  or  morass  into  2900  hectares  of 
excellent  arable  land  by  the  enter- 
prise and  capital  of  Madame  Lawless, 
an  Irish  lady  domiciled  in  France. 
The  drainage  was  completed  1808, 
and  the  ground  is  now  portioned  out 
into  24  farms.  The  country  between 
this  and  Narbonne  is  very  dreary ; 
large  part  of  it  white  naked  rock: 
trees  very  scarce. 
.    12  Moux. 


14  Cruscade. 

20  Narbonney  in  R.  126. 

ROUTE  94. 

NARBOKNK   TO    PEKPIGKAN,  PORT   VIK" 
J)RX,  AND  THE  SPANISH  FRONTIER. 

To  Perpignan  is  62  kilom.  «=  40 
Eng.  m. 

DiUgencet  twice  a  day. 

The  road  is  very  uninteresting, 
skirting  on  the  rt.,  the  low  chains  of 
the  Corbieres,  consisting  of  bare  rocks 
without  trees  or  herbage ;  only  a  few 
bristly  plants,  and  tufts  of  the  heath 
which  produces  the  Narbonne  honey ; 
and  on  the  1.,  the  salt  lagoons,  or 
shallow  lakes,  called  Etangs  de  Bages, 
de  Sigean,  de  la  Palme,  and  de  Leu- 
cate,  which  here  line  the  shore  of  the 
Mediterranean,  bordered  with  mud 
and  sand.  The  district  is  unhealthy^ 
owing  to  tlie  miasma  from  this  marshy 
tract.  At  intervals,  when  the  road 
surmounts  a  slight  eminence,  a  glimpse 
may  be  obtained  of  the  open  sea  be- 
yond the  Etangs. 

21  Sigean,  situated  on  the  margin 
of  the  lagoon  of  the  same  name,  was 
tlie  scene  of  a  victory  gained  by 
Charles  Martel  over  the  Saracens, 
737. 

The  few  trees  near  the  road  are 
all  bent  in  one  direction,  to  the  S.  £., 
by  the  violent  winds  from  the  N.  W., 
which  prevail  here  for  8  months  out 
of  the  12. 

15  Fitou  stands  on  the  edge  of 
the  large  ^tang,  called  de  Leucate, 
from  a  half  deserted  town  on  the 
tongue  of  land  between  it  and  the 
sea;  a  place  of  strength  and  im- 
portance during  the  period  when 
Rousillon  belonged  to  Spain,  and 
Leucate  stood  on  the  frontier  of 
France.  The  extremity  of  the  chain 
of  the  Pyrenees,  stretching  into  the 
sea,  may  be  discerned  near  this. 

1 1  Salces ;  the  fort  on  the  rt.,  be- 
fore entering  this  village,  was  built  by 
the  emperor  Charles  V. ;  it  is  now  a 
powder  magazine. 


RodSILLON. 
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The  little  town  of  Rivesaltes, 
famed  for  its  wine,  lies  about  1(  m. 
on  the  rt.,  upon  a  small  stream  often 
dried  up,  the  Agly,  which  is  crossed 
by  the  road  half  way  between  Salces 
and  Perpignan. 

The  two  branches  of  the  torrent- 
river  Tct  are  crossed  in  order  to  reach 
Perpignan  ;  between  them  stands  the 
suburb  Notre  Dame;  and  on  the  rt. 
bank  the  lofty  and  singular  castle  of 
Castettety  a  double  tower  of  brick,  sur- 
mounted by  machicolations  erected 
by  Charles  V,,  now  a  military  prison. 
15  Perpignan. — Inns:  H.  des 
Ambassadeurs:— du  Commerce: — de 
TEurope :  —  Petit  Paris. 

Perpignan,  chef  lieu  of  the  D^pt. 
des  Pyrenees  Orientales,  also  a  first 
class  fortress  of  great  strength,  de- 
fending the  passage  by  the  E.  Pyrenees 
from  Spain  into  France,  is  placed  on 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  Tet,  about  6  m. 
•above  its  termination  in  the  sea,  in  the 
midst  of  the  level  plain  of  Rousillon, 
and  contains  18,500  inhabitants,  ex- 
clusive of  its  garrison.    As  Rousillon, 
of  which  province  it  was  the  capital, 
was  not  permanently  united  to  France 
until  the  Treaty  of  the  Pyrenees,  in 
2659,  it  is  not  surprising  that  both 
the  town,  in  its  narrow  streets  co- 
vered with  awnings,  its  semi-Moresque 
buildings,  its  houses  furnished  with 
wooden  balconies  and  courts  (patios^, 
find  its  inhabitants,  especially  the  lower 
orders,  in   their    physiognomy,   lan- 
guage, dress,  dances,  should  resemble 
those  of  Catalonia,  on  the  S.  side  of 
the  Pyrenees.    Those  to  whom  Spain 
is  unknown  will  be  struck  with  this 
novel  character ;  but  beyond  this  there 
is  not  much  to  interest  the  stranger. 
Almost  all  the  public  buildings  date 
fVom  the  Spanish  period,  and  are  of 
brick  or  rolled  pebbles.    The  Cathe^ 
dralf  begun  1324,  and  continued  by 
Louis  XI.,  during  the  time  he  held 
Rousillon  in  pawn  from  the  king  of 
Aragon,  consists  of  a  very  broad  and 
lofty  nave.    The  altar  screen,  of  beau- 
tiful carved  work,  partly  wood,  partly 
stone,  in  the  style  of  the  Renaissance, 
France. 


deserves  notice  ;  and  the  massy  frame- 
work,  gilding,  tapestries,  &c.,  which 
decorate  this  part  of  the  church  are 
thoroughly  Spanish  in  style.  The 
font,  of  marble,  in  the  form  of  a  tub,  is 
very  old ;  some  attribute  it  to  the  time 
of  the  Visigoth  kings.  Adjoining  this 
church  are  remains  of  a  still  older 
church,  now  in  ruins,  called  St,  Jean 
le  Vieux.  Of  the  church  and  convento^ 
the  Dominicans,  now  a  military  store, 
a  portion,  in  the  Romanesque  style, 
belongs  to  the  edifice  which  St.  Do- 
minic, the  Inquisitor,  inhabited  when 
he  entered  Rousillon.  The  build- 
ing called  La  Loge,  from  the  Spanish 
Lonja,  exchange  or  bazaar,  is  a  cu- 
rious example  of  the  mixed  Moresque 
and  Gothic  styles  of  the  end  of  the 
15th  century.  Its  facade,  exhibit- 
ing flamboyant  ornaments,  foliage  and 
tracery,  though  much  mutilated  and 
injured  by  alterations,  and  the  covered 
galleries  round  the  court  behind,  merit 
notice.  The  ancient  University  con- 
tains the  public  library  of  20,000 
vols.,  and  the  commencement  of  a 
museum. 

The    Citadelf   separated  from    the 
town  by  a  wide  glacis,  and  surrounded 
by  a  double  line  of  works,  is  consi- 
dered very  strong,  and  commands  the 
town.  The  inner  ramparts  were  raised 
by  Charles  v.,  the  outer  by  Vauban  ; 
and  in  the  midst  rises  a  tall  square 
castle,  or  Doiyon,  built  by  the  kings 
of  Majorca,   and   the   remains  of  a 
church,  whose  facade  is  remarkable, 
and  is  said  to  resemble  that  on  Mount 
Sinai.     The  portal  is  a  pointed  arch, 
faced  with  slabs  of  marble,  red  and 
white  alternately,  resting  on  columns 
whose  capitals  represent  fighting  dra- 
gons.    On  one  of  the  ramparts,  an 
arm  carved  in  stone  (dextrochere), 
projecting  from  the  parapet,  was  for- 
merly pointed  out  as  marking  the  spot 
where  the  emperor  Charles  V.,  going 
the  rounds  at  night,  found  a  sentinel 
fast  asleep  at  his  post,  and,  pushing' 
him  into  the  fosse,  himself  took  the 
musquet,  and  did  duty  until  relieved' 
by  the  guard.   This  has  been  recently 
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destroyed.  From  the  citadel  a  view 
may  be  obtained  over  the  plain  of 
Kousillon,  extending  15  m.  on  all 
sides,  save  that  towards  the  sea  not 
more  than  6  m.,  and  surrounded  by 
a  semicircle  of  mountains,  the  most 
elevated  being  the  Pyrenees  o^  tlie  S., 
though  they  are  still  distant ;  and  tlie 
only  mountain  which  makes  a  con- 
spicuous figure  is  the  Canigon,  the 
highest  of  this  portion  of  the  chain. 

M.  Arago,  the  mathematician  and 
astronomer,  is  a  native  of  £stagel,  a 
village  near  Perpignan.  Perpignan  is 
more  remarkable  as  a  fortress  than  a 
place  of  commerce,  but  some  trade  Is 
carried  on  in  %mnes  of  Rousillon,  also 
in  cork,  from  the  mountains. 

For  information  regarding  Pass- 
ports on  entering  France  from  Spain, 
see  Imtboduction,  d, 

JDiligences  twice  a  day  to  Nar- 
bonne ;  daily  to  Toulouse,  by  Limoux ; 
and  to  Barcelona  in  2  days. 

About  17j  m.  S.E.  of  Perpignan  is 
the  sea-port  of  Port  Vendre  ;  the  road 
to  it  passes 

12  St,  Elne,  the  ancient   IWberU, 
mentioned    by    Pliny    as   "ingentis 
quondam  urbis  tenue  vestigium,"  and 
by  Livy  as  the  place  where  Hannibal 
first    encamped,    after    crossing    the 
Pyrenees,  on    his    march  to    Rome, 
"  Pyrenaeum      transgreditur,    et   ad 
oppidum  Jlliberis  castra   locat."     It 
was  rebuilt  by  Constantine,  who  gave 
it  the  name  of  his  mother  Elena.     It 
has   a  very   ancient    Church  of  St* 
£iUalief  once  the  cathedral,  and  epis- 
copal see  of    Rousillon  before'  Per- 
pignan.    It  dates  from  1019,  and  is 
in  the  Romane&que  style,  but  with  a 
pointed  roof ;  it  is  very  plain  internally, 
but  the  cloister  adjoining  is  very  richly 
ornamented  with  carvings,  bas-reliefs, 
&c.,and  is  worth  notice.  It  is  entered 
from  the  church  by  a  pointed  door- 
way resembling  that  in  the  citadel  of 
Perpignan.      Many  inscriptions  and 
bas>reliefs  are  let  into  tlie  outer  walls 
of  the  church  ;  one  of  them  is  called 
the  Tomb  of  Constans,  who  was  assas- 
unated  at  Elne  by  order  of  M  axentius. 


Elne  is  now  reduced  to  a  poor  village. 
On  quitting  it  the  river  Tech  is 
crossed,  and  Argelez  is  passed.  Be- 
yond this  the  £.  extremity  of  the 
Pyreneean  chain,  dropping  down  into 
the  sea,  forms,  by  its  projecting  but- 
tresses and  roots,  a  number  of  head- 
lands, and  retreating  coves  or  bays. 
On  the  shore  of  one  of  these  lies 

14  Collioure  ( Cauroliberis),    de- 
fended by  numerous  forts,  the  whole 
commanded    by   the   Citadel  of  St. 
Elne,  between  this^and  Port  Vendres. 
At  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  rises 
a  little  rocky  island  bearing  a  Church 
of  Pilgrimage,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin. 
The  town  contains  about  2,000  in- 
habitants, and  is  surrounded  by  vine- 
yards:   the  rocks,  bare  as  they  are, 
suffice  to  maintain  the  vine,  and  even 
the  aloe,  and   produce  some  of  the 
best  wines  in  the  department. 
About  2  m.  beyond  Collioure  is 
3  Port  Vendres  (Inn,   H.  du  Com- 
merce), a  town  <^  800  inhabitants, 
and  a  harbour  of  some  consequence, 
as    it  is   the   only    port   of    refuge 
between  Marseilles  and  the  Spanish 
frontier,  and  is  accessible  for  firigates. 
It   is  defended    by   4    forts  and  4 
batteries.     It  has  gained  of  late  in 
prosperity,  from  its  increased  c(Mn* 
munication  with  Africa,  most  of  the 
troops  destined  for  Algiers  being  em- 
barked here.    3  or  4  steamers,  plying 
between  Marseilles,  Barcelona,  Gib- 
raltar, and    Cadiz,  touch    here  every 
week.      The  marble  obeUsk,  100  ft. 
high,   in  the   square,   was  raised  to 
Louis  XVI.,  who  caused  the  harbour 
to  be  cleared,  excavated,  and  made 
useful,  1780.     The  ancient  name  of 
this   place  was  Portus  Veneris,  from 
a  temple  of  Venus,  built  here  by  the 
Romans.     There  is  a  mule  path  hence 
into  Spain^  by  the  village  and  Col  of 
Banyuls  to  Lanza,  the  first  place  in 
Catidonia. 

The  interesting  road  up  the  valley 
of  the  Tech,  from  Boulou,  is  de- 
scribed in  R.  98. 

The  high  road  into  Spain  from  Per- 
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pignan  continues  to  cross  the  mono- 
tonous plain  of  Rousillon,  but,  as  it 
gradually  approaches  tlie  Pyrenees, 
commands  a  fine  view  of  the  Canigou 
on  the  rt 

22  Boulou  lies  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains  on  the  Tech,  whose  valley 
is  described  in  R.  98.  The  stream  is 
crossed  as  you  quit  Boulou,  and  about 
a  mile  farther  the  ascent  begins,  the 
road  making  considerable  curves,  up 
to  the  pass  or  Col  de  FerthtLS,  which 
may  be  reached  in  IJ  hour.  Half 
way,  upon  the  1.  of  the  road,  is  the 
ruined  castle  of  L*£cluse.  At  the 
summit  on  the  rt.  of  the  Col*  on  a 
height  above  the  little  village  of  Per* 
thus,  stands  the  fort  of  Bellegarde 
constructed  by  Louis  XIV.,  in  1679, 
to  command  the  passage  into  Spain. 
It  is  a  regular  pentagon  with  5  bas- 
tions, in  one  of  whicb«  facing  Spain, 
General  Dugommier,  killed  in  the 
battle  of  the  Montagne  Noire,  on  the 
road  to  Figueiras,  1794,  is  buried. 

This  pass  was  crossed  by  the  con- 
quering army  of  Fompey,  who  erected 
upon  it  a  trophy  of  his  successes,  in- 
scribed with  the  names  of  876  places 
which  he  had  subdued.  Caesar  fol- 
lowed not  long  after,  and  raised  an 
altar  by  the  aide  of  the  monument  of 
Pompey,  over  whose  lieutenants  he 
had,  in  turn  been  victorious.  No  traces 
of  eitlier  now  remain. 

Juuquiera,  the  first  Spanish  town, 
15  m.  from  Boulou,  and  the  road  to 
Barcelona,  are  described  in  the  Hand- 
book OF  SpAur. 

ROUTE  97.  • 

TBEEASTKRK  rTJB.BNKKS. TOULOUSE  TO 

FOIX  AND   7UTCERDA. — THE  VALLEY 

OF     THB     ARIEOE.  —  VICDESSOS.  

ANDORRK. 

8.1  kUom.  a  59  Eng.  m.  to  Foix ;  18 
lieux  thence  to  Puycerda=50  Eng.  m. 

*  Routes  97  and  98,  not  being  described 
from  personal  knowledge,  may,  perhaps,  be 
icmtwhat  inaccurate,  and  the  Editor  would 
feel  much  obliged  to  anv  traveller  who  has 
travelled  on  these  lines  for  notes  to  correct 
tbem.  j^ 


A  post  road  as  far  as  Fcux.  DUi» 
gences  run  daily  to  Foix,  Ussat,  and 
Ax. 

At  Portet  (p.  332. )  the  road  turns 
to  the  1.,  away  from  that  to  Bagndres 
de  Luchon  (R.  87.),  and  crosses  the 
Garonne  by  a  brick  bridge,  nearly 
opposite  the  influx  of  the  A  ridge,  and 
afterwards  runs  along  the  1.  bank  of 
that  river. 

26  Viviers. 

Near  Beccarest  is  the  seat  of  Mar- 
shal Clausel ;  and  a  little  higher  up  is 
Cintegabelle,  where  Xjord  Hill  pa«»d 
the  Ariege  in  1814. 

21  Saverduo,  a  town  of  3,000 
inhab.,  was  the  birth-place  of  Pope 
Benedict  XXL  ;  he  was  the  son  of  a 
baker  or  miller.  At  Mazdres,  a  little 
to  the  E.  of  our  road,  Gaston  de 
Foix,  Due  de  Nemours,  the  hero  of 
the  battle  of  Ravenna,  was  bom, 
1489.  Crossing  the  Aridge,  by  a 
bridge  at  Saverdun,  the  road  ascoids 
its  rt.  bank  to 

15  Pamiers,  a  cheerful  and  pretty 
town;  has  a  population  of  6000  souls, 
a  cathedral,  surmounted  by  an  octa> 
gonal  Gothic  tower  of  brick,  spared 
by  Mansard  when  he  rebuilt  the  nave 
in  the  style  of  the  1 7tb  century,  and 
several  promenades;  one,  near  the 
church,  looks  out  upon  the  distant 
Pyrenees.  AlM>ut  12  m..  W.  of  thib 
the  philosopher  Bayle,  author  of  the 
Dictionary,  was  born,  1647,  in  [the 
obscure  village  of  Carla  le  Comte. 

The  road  still  runs  along  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  river;  the  valley  contracts 
in  width,  and  increases  in  beauty. 

19  Foix  {Inns:  Rocberde  Foix: — 
Poste),  the  ancient  capital  of  the 
Comt^  de  Foix,  is  now  the«hef  lieu  of 
the  Department  of  L*  Ariege,  which  is 
nearly  coequal  with  the  Comt^  de  Foix. 
It  is  one  of  the  smallest  chef  Ueux  in 
France,  as  its  population  does  not  ex- 
ceed 4,857;  It  has  a  very  picturesque 
site,  at  the  junction  of  a  stream  called 
the  Larget  with  the  Aridge.  <'  It  tills 
up  the  mouth  of  the  valley,  here  nar- 
row and  bounded  by  precipitous  hills, 
and  lines  either  bank  of  the  vapid 
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river,  whilst  an  isolated  rock,  rising 
from  amidst  the  houses,  sustains  the 
ancient  castle  of  the  Counts  of  Foix, 
who  resisted  with  such  invincible 
courage  the  attacks  of  the  kings  of 
France  and  Arragon,  and  whose  line 
terminated  with  the  chivalrous  Gaston. 
It  is  known  by  the  name  of  Les  Tours, 
an  appropriate  one,  as  its  lofty  towers, 
built  of  a  coarse  whitish  marble,  and 
preserved  unstained  by  the  dryness  of 
the  climate,  stand  prominent.  Part, 
also,  of  the  ancient  ramparts  have  re- 
sisted time's  decay ;  and  the  antique 
character  of  many  of  the  houses,  to- 
gether with  *the  magic  of  a  name,* 
have  thrown  a  colouring  over  it  that 
makes  it,  although  now  unimportant 
and  remote,  a  spot  interesting  to  the 
tourist" — J, 

The  castle,  now  converted  into  a  gaol, 
and  much  injured  by  modern  build- 
ings, is  approached  by  a  very  narrow, 
steep  path,  bending,  with  most  abrupt 
turns,  along  the  edge  of  the  preci- 
pice. Of  its  3  iine  towers,  all  of 
different  ages  and  all  anterior  to  the 
15th  century,  the  tallest,  or  don- 
jon, 136  ft.  high,  is  also  the  oldest, 
having  been  built,  1362,  by  Gaston 
Phoebus  Count  of  Foix :  it  commands 
a  fine  view  from  its  top.  Simon  de 
Montfort  in  vain  besieged  this  strong- 
hold, in  1210,  during  the  wars  of  the 
Albigenses;  and  at  a  later  period, 
1272,  Philippe  le  Hardi,  unable  to 
take  it  by  other  means,  began  to  un- 
dermine the  rocky  pedestal,  with  the 
intention  of  toppling  it  over,  together 
with  the  fortress  on  the  top  of  it! 
■Such,  at  least,  is  the  popular  tale ;  and 
though  there  seems  little  possibility 
that  such  a  threat  could  have  been  ac- 
complished in  days  when  gunpowder 
was  unknown,  it  had  the  effect  of 
inducing  the  garrison  to  surrender. 

An  elegant  building  of  tlie  15th 
century,  at  the  foot  of  the  rock,  serves 
as  Palais  de  Justice* 

The  prefecture  was  originally  part 
of  the  abbey  of  St.  Volusien  sup- 
pressed at  the  Revolution.  The  church 
of  St.  Volusien,  rebuilt  by  Roger  II. 


Comte  de  Foix,   is  a  heavy  Gothic 
building. 

A  considerable  trade  in  iron,  the 
staple  of  the  Department  Ari^ge,  de-> 
rived  from  the  mines  of  La  Ranci^  in 
the  Vicdessos,  is  carried  on  here.  The 
metal  is  embarked  on  the  Ariege  at 
Autrerive,  below  St.  Foix,  for  expor- 
tation. 

Diligence  hence  to  Toulouse. 

The  valley  above  this  is  bare  of 
trees,  but  productive  in  corn  and 
wine ;  the  vine  itself  being  frequently 
planted  on  the  heaps  of  boulder  stones 
cleared  away  from  the  fields^  where 
they  are  otlierwise  so  numerous  as 
to  hinder  cultivation.  Tarascon,  a 
smaller  town  than  Foix  (1555  inhab.), 
having  also  its  ancient  castle  on  a 
rock  above  it,  stands  at  the  point  of 
convergence  of  several  valleys:  that  of 
Vicdessos,  in  which  the  iron  mines  of 
La  Rancid  are  situated,  traversed  by 
a  carriage  road  as  far  as  Sens ;  that  of 
Saurat  (near  the  entrance  of  which  is 
the  fine  cave  of  B^deillac),  up  which 
runs  a  carriage  road  to  St.  Girons,  by 
the  Col  de  Portet  and  town  of  Mas- 
sat  (1000  inhabitants),  and  that  of  the 
Ariege. 

The  valley  of  Vicdessos  is  rendered 
one  of  the  most  industrious  in  the 
Pyrenees  by  its  iron  mines  and  works. 
It  is  farther  embellished  by  the  neat 
houses  and  gardens  of  the  iron  mas* 
ters  and  miners,  and  by  several 
picturesque  old  castles,  among^  which 
that  of  M^glos  is  very  conspicuous. 
The  mines  of  Rancie,  situated  460  ft. 
above  the  village  of  Sem,  reached 
by  a  difiScult  path  in  zigzags  which 
takes  an  hour  to  surmount,  have 
been  worked  for  many  ages,  but  with- 
out a  proper  system,  and  it  is  sop- 
posed  that  the  supply  of  ore  will  be  ex- 
hausted in  20  years.  The  ore  is  chiefiy 
the  hydrate  and  carbonate  of  iron, 
and  is  very  rich,  often  yielding  60  per 
cent.;  but  as  it  requires  to  be  brought 
down  from  the  mine  on  mule  back, 
and  to  be  transported  ofl«n  40  or  50 
miles  to  the  furnace,  and  as  the  fuel 
(charcoal)  must  be  sought  for  in  ipany 
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situations  from  a  like  distance,  the 
metal  produced  is  very  dear,  in  spite 
of  the  cheapness  of  labour.  Yet  nearly 
60  furnaces  are  supplied  from  hence 
in  the  department  of  Aridge  alone. 
The  iron  ore  is  found  deposited  in 
caverns,  veins,  and  hollows  within  the 
strata  of  a  limestone  rock,  belonging 
apparently  to  the  lower  jura  lime- 
stone (lias)  formation,  and  within  a 
short  distance  of  the  fundamental 
granite.  The  ore  has  been  worked 
horizontally  to  a  depth  of  SOO  metres, 
and  vertically  to  a  height  of  600  me- 
tres. Owing  to  the  unskilfulness, 
want  of  concert,  and  heedlessness  of 
the  miners,  the  ore  has  been  extracted 
without  any  regard  to  economy  or 
safety  of  life ;  the  roofs  and  walls  of 
the  galleries  and  chambers  excavated, 
having  no  proper  support,  are  con- 
stantly giving  way  in  consequence, 
and  serious  loss  of  life  has  frequently 
attended  these  ^oulements.  Many  of 
the  galleries  leading  into  the  mines 
have  been  blocked  up  by  the  ruins. 
At  the  village  of  Vic  de  Sos,  which  is 
surrounded  by  furnaces  (forges),  there 
is  a  clean  inn.  There  is  a  path  up  the 
Val  de  Sallix,  over  the  mountain  pass 
called  Pont  d*Aulus,  into  the  Val 
d*  Erc^,  and  by  Aulus  and  Oust  to  St. 
Girons. 

A  little  more  than  a  mile  above 
Tanscon  lie  the  Bains  d*  Usaat^  a  group 
of  lodging  and  bath-houses,  &c.,  in- 
cluding two  large  and  comfortable 
hotels  (Des  Voyagenrs  close  to  the 
road,  and  L'Etablissment  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  river),  which  the 
traveller  may  conveniently  make  his 
head-quartera  when  exploring  the 
neighbouring  valleys.  They  stand 
shaded  by  trees,  within  a  few  yards  of 
the  river,  at  a  point  where  tbe  valley 
is  closed  by  mountain  walls  of  lime- 
stone, barely  allowing  a  few  box  bushes 
to  take  root  in  their  crevices,  but  tra- 
versed by  numerous  caverns,  in  some 
of  which  fossil  bones  have  been  found. 
The  cave  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  river, 
above  the  Hotel  des  Voyageurs,  is  of 
considerable  extent,  requiring  an  hour 


to  reach  its  extremity.  The  waters  are 
warm,  acidulous,  and,  when  adminis- 
tered in  baths,  are  said  to  have  a 
calming  effect  over  the  nervous  system 
and  are  much  used  by  females.  The 
baths  are  hollows  excavated  in  the 
ground,  lined  with  slate,  filled  natu- 
rally by  the  water  rising  from  be- 
neath. 

The  high  road  runs  up  the  1.  bank 
of  the  Ariege,  but  there  is  a  path 
along  the  rt.  from  Ussat  to  Tarascon. 
Above  Tarascon  the  vale  of  the  Ar- 
idge  makes  an  abrupt  bend  to  the 
£.,  round  the  N.  base  of  the  Mont 
St.  Barth^emy,  one  of  the  loftiest 
of  this  portion  of  the  chain  of  the 
Pyrenees,  whose  top,  surmounted 
by  snows  and  glaciers,  appears,  from 
time  to  time,  domineering  over  the 
upper  valley  on  the  1.  The  Pont  de 
Gudane  carries  the  road  over  the 
stream  of  the  Aston,  descending  from 
the  lofty  and  snowy  range  separating 
France  f^om  Andorre.  Numerous 
old  ruined  castles,  built  originally  to 
command  the  valley,  or  defend  the 
frequented  passage  through  it  into 
Catalonia,  occur  at  intervals,  rising 
on  peaked  eminences  above  the  valley ; 
but  the  largest  and  most  lordly  and 
picturesque  of  all  is  that  of  Lordat, 
near  Cabannes;  its  origin  is  attributed 
to  the  Moors  or  Goths.  Iron  works 
in  equal  number  alternate  with  these 
feudal  remains;  thus  the  romantic 
associations  of  former  times  combine 
with  the  active  industry  of  the  present 
to  add  an  interest  to  a  valley  which 
derives  so  many  attractions  besides 
from  the  beauties  of  nature.  Its  an- 
cient inhabitants  were  called  Teeto^ 
sages,  from  the  sagum,  or  cloak,  which 
they  wore,  which  has  descended  to  the 
present  generation,  who,  by  a  curious 
coincidence,  still  designate  it  by  the 
same  name,  in  their  patois,  **  un 
st^o." 

Ax,  13  m.  above  Ussat — Inns: 
Hotel  d*£spagne ; — Hotel  de  France : 
—  both  extremely  dirty. 

Ax  is  a  town  of  2000  inhabitanta 
prettily  situated^  amidst  granitic  moun- 

Q  3 


342 


JRoute  97.  —  Valley  of  the  ArQge, 


Sect  IV. 


Uiiifly  at  the  juncticm  of  S  valleys,  out 
of  whiob  issue  3  mountain  torrents, 
whoae  streams  combine,  in  or  near  the 
town,  to  form  the  river  Aridge. 

In  the  name  Ax  it  is  easy  to  dis- 
cover the  Latin  Aqtue,  derived  from 
the  hoty  tvlphvTeoiiSf  springs  which 
burst  out  on  all  sides ;  indeed  there  ap- 
pears to  be  a  natural  kettle  of  boiling 
water  under  the  town.  More  than  30 
hot  sources  issue  forth  in  different 
parts  of  it,  varying  in  temperature 
from  113°  to  168"^  of  Fahrenheit;  and 
in  order  to  obtain  cold  one  must  re- 
sort to  the  river,  and  even  it,  in  some 
parts,  is  rendered  tepid  by  hot  springs 
rising  in  its  very  bed :  the  snow  rests 
but  a  few  instants  on  a  soil  so  tho- 
roughly heated  from  below.  Besides 
tbe  application  of  the  waters  to  baths, 
<^  which  there  are  2  or  3  establish- 
ments, and  for  drinking,  it  is  turned 
to  various  domestic  and  economic 
purposes  by  the  inhabitants,  who  wash 
not  only  their  linen,  but  a  vast  quan- 
tity of  wool  in  its  tepid  streams.  The 
town  itself  is  a  miserable  collection 
of  dirty  lanes,  the  only  considerable 
buildings  being:  the  hotels  and  hospi- 
tals, one  of  which  has  recently  been 
constructed  by  government  for  mtli- 
tary  patients*  Near  the  hospital  is  an 
ancient  bath,  established  in  1200, 
and  still  called  Basin  des  Ladres,  or 
liepers'  Basin. 

The  road  up  the  valley  ceases 
shortly  before  reaching- Merens,  a  poor 
village ;  beyond  it  the  mountains  close 
in  and  form  a  long,  gloomy  defile ;  it 
afterwards  expands  into  an  open, 
stony,  and  uninteresting  tract  A 
very  rough  and  steep  path  leads  to 
Hospitalet  (12  ra.  from  Ax)^  a  jour- 
ney of  3^  hours  on  horseback.  This 
is  a  poor  hamlet,  but  has  a .  small 
inn.  1§  hour's  ride  above  this  is  the 
pass  or  col  over  tbe  mountain,  called 
Port  de  Puymaurins,  upon  which  a 
custom-house  is  planted.  Close  to  this 
^ass,  on  the  W^,  begins  the  territory 
of  Andorre,  a.  small  neutral  state 
betwefen  France  and  Spun,  which  bas 
beea  allowed  by  its  powerful  neigh^ 


hours,    partly   through  its   insignifi- 
cance  and  poverty,   to  maintain  an 
independent  existence,  under  a  repub^ 
lican  form  of  government,  for  six  cen- 
turies since  tbe  days  of  Charlemagne^ 
resembling,  in  this  respect,  the  republic 
of  San  Marino  in  Italy.    It  is  shut  in 
by  high  mountains  on  all  sides  but 
the    S.,   where   the  river    Embalire 
issues  out  towards  the  Spanish  town 
of  Urgel.     Its  population  amounts  to 
about  15,000,  and  its  capital,  Andorre, 
numbers  about  2000.     It  is  governed 
by  a  council  of  24,  a  syndic,  and  2  vi. 
guiers,  or  magistrates,  appointed,  cme 
by  the  king  of  France,  who,  as  pro>« 
tector  of  Andorre,  receives  960  fr.  of 
tribute  yearly,  the  other  by  the  bishop 
of  Urgel.     It  consists   of  3  valleys^ 
hemmed  in   by  grand  mountains  of 
great  elevation :   its   productions  are 
limited  nearly  to  wood  and  iron  ;  and 
from   the   sale   of    these   (and  from 
smuggling)   the  inhabitants  are  en* 
abled  to  purchase  com  and  other  n&> 
cessaries,  which  their  barren  and  lof^ 
country  refuses  to  yield.      For  the 
traveller  there  is  no  accommodation  ^ 
and  he  that  ventures  hither,  if  he  be 
not  prei^ired  to  sleep  in  the  open  aii^ 
with  some  risk  of  starving »  should 
carry  letters  with  him  from  persons  of 
authority  at  Ax  to  some  of  the  wealthy 
proprietors.     The  only  English  tra- 
veller who  has  given  an  account  of 
Andorre,  derived  frotai  a  personal  ac-' 
quaintance  with   the  country,  is  the 
HoBiourable  Emkine  Murray. 
■   After  passing  the  crest  of  the  great 
chain  by  the  Port  de  Puymaurins  the- 
path  descends  the  S.  slope,  through  & 
very  wild  valley,  strewn  with  rocks^ 
passing   the   hamlets   of    Port4  and 
Porta,  near  which  a  path  strikes  oS 
totho'rt.,  up  a  minor  valley,  into  An> 
dorre.      Between    Porta  and   Cour*. 
bassil  is  the  old  ruined  castle,  after- 
which  the  vale  is  named,  called  Tour, 
du  Carol,  built,  according  to  popular 
tradition,  by  the  Moors ;  but  after  the 
conquest  of  this  country  and  their  ex« 
.  pulsion  from  it  by  Charlemagne,  the 
towers  were   christened  Carol,  after 
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him*  They  occupy  a  very  picturesque 
position,  dn  the  top  of  an  immense 
isolated  mass  of  granite,  rising  in  the 
midst  of  this  narrow  and  rugged  valley. 
Beyond  Courbassil  is  the  village  called 
Tour  de  Carol,  situated  within  a  mile 
of  the  Spanish  frontier,  which  is  mark- 
ed neither  by  stream  nor  mountain, 
but  is  a  mere  imaginary  line  at  this 
point.  About  2  m.  within  it  lies  the 
Spanish  town  of 

Puycerda,  13  m.  from  Hospitalet; 
See  Haiw-book  for  Spain. 

The-  road  hence  to  Perpignan,  by 
Mont  Louis  and  the  Valley  of  the 
Tech,  is  described  in  R.  98. 

ROUTE  98.  * 

ZASTERK  PYRENEES.  PERPIGNAN    TO 

'    MONT  LOUIS  AND  PUrCERDA,  BY  THE 

VALLEYS   OF  THE    TET   AND    TECH. 

ASCENT  OF  THE  CANIGOU. 

About  47  Eng.  m. 

A  post  road  as  far  as  Olette,  but 
not  always  provided  with  horses. 

The  vale  of  the  Tet,  up  whose  rt. 
bank  our  road  ascends,  is  flattened 
down  and  absorbed  in  the  great  plain 
of  Rousillon,  near  Perpignan,  and  it 
is  not  until  after  leaving  behind,  at 
some  distance, 

24  Ille,  a  walled  town  of  3000  in- 
babitants,  that  the  road  enters  fairly 
among  the  mountains.  From  Vin9a, 
another  town,  the  ascent  is  gradual  to 

18  Prades.  This  town  of3013inhab. 
possesses  a  tolerable  inn,  but  is  in  no- 
wise remarkable,  except  for  its  pretty 
ntuation  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Tet,  in 
a  valley  abounding  in  corn,  wine,  and 
fruits,  vineyards  terraced  up  the  hill- 
sides, maize,  and  hemp  fields.  *<  The 
banks  on  the  rt.  and  I.  are  spotted  with 
villages,  and  clustered  with  old  cha- 
teaux.** Prades  lies  at  the  N.  base 
of  the  Canigou,  whose  summit  may 
be  reached  by  8  or  9  hours*  walk  up 
the  vale  of  Lentilla.  (See  p.  344.) 


*  See  note  to  Route  97. 


I  There  is,  however,  another  and  more 
interesting  way  of  approaching  tbd 
Canigou,  pursuing  the  high  road 
into  Spain  (  R.  94. )  as  far  as  BouUou 
(22  kiiom.),  where  It  4urns  to  the 
S.  W.  up  the  Valley  of  the  Tedk,  At 
Ceret,  6  m.  up,  the  river  is  spanned 
by  an  ancient  bridge  of  a  single  bold 
arch,  1 44  ft.  in  the  opening,  whose 
construction  is  attributed  to  the  Visi- 
goth  kings,  but  which  in  reality  is  not 
older  than  1352.  It  is  very  narrow^ 
and  the  arch  thins  out  towards  the 
keystone.  Ceret,  a  town  of  3000  in- 
habitants, is  about  a  mile  farther;  and 
7  m.  above  it  is  the  small  fort  of 
Aries  les  Bains,  constructed,  1617,  by 
Louis  XIV.,  on  the  top  of  an  emi- 
nence,  from  whose  base  issue  hot  sul- 
phureous springs  of  a  temperature  of 
1 57®  Fahr.  They  were  known  to  tht 
Romans,  and  the  vaulted  chamber  ir 
which  one  of  them  is  still  received  is 
of  their  building,  but  is  remarkable 
only  for  its  solidity.  Between  this 
and  the  town  of  Aries  are  some  iron 
forges,  where  the  ore  derived  iVom 
mines  situated  higli  up  on  the  N. 
flank  of  the  Canigou,  and  brought 
hither  on  mules*  backs,  is  smelted. 
The  Tech  is  again  crossed  before  en-> 
tering  the  town  \  it  has  2000  inhab- 
itants. The  church  is  ancient;  the 
front  and  p(H>ta1  enriched  with  curious 
carving,  in  white  marble,  dated  from 
1045.  On  the  1 .  of  the  fapade,  under 
a  sort  of  shed,  Is  a  very  ancient  sar* 
cophagus  resting  on  4  feet,  filled  with 
miracle-working  water  which  is  never 
exhausted,- and  is  sold  at  20  sous  thd 
vial  full.  It  owes  its  virtues  to  the  coffiit 
having  enclosed  the  relics  of  two  saints, 
which  were  brought  from  Rome  to 
free  the  neighbourhood  oi  Aries  from 
dragdnsjlions,  &c.,  which  then  infested 
it !  Adjoining  the  church  is  a  cloister, 
a  range  of  pointed  arches  on  slender 
pillars,  of  the  ISth  century,  without  a 
roof. 

About  10  m.  distant  among  the 
mountains,  and  approached  by  steep 
paths,  from  which,  however,  fine 
views  are  obtained  df  the  Canigou,  is 
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be  Romanesque  church  of  Coustougcs, 
which  may  interest  the  antiquary,  as 
it  is  supposed  to  date  from  the  9th 
century. 

8  m.  aboye  Aries,  in  the  Valley  of 
the  Tech,  lies  Fratz  de  Mollo,  a  fron- 
tier  town  of  4000  inhabitants,  sur- 
rounded by  old-fashioned  fortifications, 
but  commanded  on  the  height  above 
by  the  efficient  Fort  Legarde,  con< 
Btructed  from  the  plans  of  Vauban.  A 
mule  path  runs  hence  over  the  moun- 
tains to  the  Spanish  town  Compredon. 

The  ascent  of  the  Cardgou^  which 
projects  forward  from  the  great  chain 
of  the  Pyrenees,  and  rises,  almost 
isolated,  above  the  plain  of  Rou- 
sillon,  to  a  height  of  9,141  ft.,  was 
made  by  Mr.  £.  Murray  from  Aries. 
He  followed  the  mule  paths  leading  to 
the  iron  mines,  as  far  as  the  old  tower 
of  Bateres,  standing  on  a  ridge  whence 
you  look  down  upon  both  valleys  of 
the  Tech  and  Tet ;  and  after  3  or  4 
hours  scrambling  from  this  ridge, 
''up  steps,  along  precipices,  and  over 
snow  wreaths,"  attained  the  summit ; 
ivhcnce  the  eye  surveys  the  plain  of 
Rousillon,  and  thecoast  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, with  Perpignan  on  its  borders; 
the  valleys  bordering  on  the  Tet ;  the 
mountain  range  of  Catalonia  on  the 
S.;  and  on  the  W.,  the  chain  separating 
Rousillon  from  the  Valeofthe  Ariege. 
"  The  ascent  or  descent  to  Valmania  is 
BO  difficult  and  dangerous  as  to  deter 
many  an  aspirant  from  attempting  to 
siumount  it;  but  no  one,  with  a  tolera- 
ble pair  of  legs,  good  lungs,  and  not 
unaccustomed  to  mountain  climbing, 
ought  to  be  discouraged :  should  he 
succeed,  he  will  find  himself  amply 
repaid  for  his  toil  and  fatigue. " 
Valmania  is  a  hamlet  composed  of 
a  few  miners*  houses,  and  a  very  hum- 
ble cabaret  which  will  affisrd  night 
shelter,  and  fresh  eggs,  with  vin  du 
pays,  in  a  wild  situation  under  an  old 
ruined  castle.  The  iron  mines  occur 
near  the  junction  of  a  limestone  (of 
the  age  of  the  chalk)  with  the  granite. 
It  is  a  5  hours*  walk  hence  to  Prades, 
descending  the  Vale  of  the  Lentilla, 


through     picturesque    scenery,    and 
joining  the  high  road  near  Vinca. 

Above  Praes  the  plain  of  the  Tet 
contracts  into  a  valley :  and,  after 
passing  the  old  castle  of  Ria,  the  era  ' 
die  of  a  noble  line,  whence  came  the 
Counts  of  Arragon  and  Barcelona, 
narrows  to  a  gorge  at  Villefranclie» 
a  town  fortified  by  Vauban,  but  not 
strong,  because  commanded  by  the 
neighbouring  heights,  which  squeeze 
it  in  as  it  were,  and  leave  barely 
space  for  its  two  narrow  streets, 
and  the  river  below.  In  the  vale  of 
Ccrneilla,  which  penetrates  S.  from 
this  intto  the  flanks  of  the  Canigou, 
lies  Vernet,a  watering-place,  supplied 
by  some  of  the  numerous  hot  springs 
bursting  out  in  all  parts  of  the  Pyre- 
nasan  chain ;  and  above  it  the  ruined 
abbey  St.  Martin  de  Canigou. 

The  high  road  crosses  the  Tet,  by  a 
bridge,  on  quitting  Villefranche,  and 
terminates  soon  after,  giving  place  to 
a  mere  mule  path. 

16  Olette.  2  m.  farther  the  culti- 
vation  of  the  vine  ceases ;  the  valley 
becomes  sterile  and  wild ;  the  road» 
ascending  more  rapidly,  traverses  a 
narrow  defile,  guarded  and  closed,  in 
ancient  times,  by  walls,  towers,  and 
gateways,  whose  ruins  still  remain. 
To  this  succeeds  an  open  expanse,  a 
tabic  land  of  green  meadow,  a  pas- 
toral scene  surrounded  by  fir-clad 
heights ;  and  in  the  midst  stands,  at  a 
distance  of  10  m.  above  Olette, 

Mont  Louis  (a  tolerable  Inn),  a 
frontier  fortress  (442  inhab.),  builc 
16S4  by  Vauban  to  guard  the  passage 
from  Spain. 

The  town  consists  of  8  short  streets, 
in  straight  lines,  crossing  one  another 
at  rt.  angles,  surmounted  by  the 
citadel,  whose  casemates  afford  shel- 
ter for  800  men. 

A  road  runs  N.  from  this  to  Carcas- 
sonne (R.  98.))  and  a  path  over  the 
mountains  by  Laugles  into  the  vale 
of  the  Ariege. 

About  2  m.  from  Mont  Louis, 
and  at  a  height  of  350  metres  above 
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it,  1559  metres  aboye  the  sea-level,  is 
the  pass  over  the  mountains,  called 
Col  de  la  Perche,  The  path  from  it 
descends  into  the  basin-shaped  valley 
of  the  Cerdagne  Fran9aise,  traversed 
by  numerous  streams,  the  chief  of 
which  is  the  Seyre  or  Segre,  a  tribu- 
tary of  the  £bro.  The  territory  of 
France  has  here  been  pushed,  for  some 
distance,  down  the  S.  slope  of  the 
backbone  of  the  Pjrrenees,  in  the 
same  manner  that  the  Spaniards  oc- 


cupy the  head  of  the  Vale  of  the 
Garonne,  on  the  N.  of  the  chain, 
(R.  87.).  5  m.  below  the  Col  is  Sail- 
lagousa,  a  town  of  400  inhabitants; 
2  m.  farther  is  Llivia;  and  3  m. 
more  carry  the  traveller  across  the 
frontier  to  the  first  Spanish  town, 
Puycerda,  (10  m.  from  Mont  Louis). 
See  Hamo-booc  for  Travellers  iit 
Spaik. 

The  road  from  Puycerda  to  Tou- 
louse is  described  in  Route  97 1 
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General  View  of  the  Country, 

Among  the  crowds  of  English  travellers  who  annually  roll  along  the  high 
road  from  Paris  to  Lyons  on  their  way  to  Italy,  complaining  of  the  dull 
monotony  of  France,  how  few  have  taken  the  trouble  to  ascertain  what 
beauties  and  curiosities  were  presented  by  the  districts  which  they  almost 
skirted  with  their  carriage  wheels  —  Auvergne,  the  Vivarais,  the  Arddche  and 
Dauphin^.  Auvergne,  little  known  even  to  the  French  themselves,  except 
among  men  of  science,  in  whose  works  it  is  minutely  described,  is  best  ap- 
proached by  quitting  the  high  road  to  Lyons  at  Moulins,  and  ascending  the 
valley  of  the  Allier  to  Clermont.  The  road  thither,  and  for  some  distance 
beyond,  traverses  a  country  contrasting  remarkably  with  that  lefl  behind  at 
Moulins  in  varied  surface,  fertility,  and  abundance  of  foliage.  It  is  thickly 
inhabited,  and  sprinkled  over  with  towns  and  villages,  not  hidden,  but 
planted  on  the  road  side  or  on  the  top  of  conspicuous  eminences,  where  they 
alternate  with  ruined  castles.  The  chief  source  of  interest,  however,  in 
Auvergne  consists  in  its  extinct  volcanoes,  which  of  themselves  deserve  to 
attract  visitors  from  all  quarters  of  the  globe.  Even  the  distant  outline  of 
these  commanding  mountain  groups  marks  then!  as  something  uncommon, 
while  on  a  nearer  approach  their  structure  and  composition  furnish  undeniable 
proof  of  their  extraordinary  origin.  Many  of  them  swell  into  domes,  showing 
that 

"  The  earth  hath  bubbles  as  the  water  has ; " 
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othere  are  formed  into  craters  as  regular  and  perfect  as  those  of  Etna  and 
Vesuvius,  assuming  the  shape  of  a  funnel  or  inverted  cona  In  many  in« 
stances  the  lava  streams  may  be  traced  from  the  very  h'ps  of  the  crater  out  of 
which  they  originally  flowed  for  mUes  over  the  country,  capping  the  hill  tops 
And  filling  up  the  valleys. 

.  Catties  of  the  feudal  ages,  dismantled  by  the  levelling  politician  Richelieu, 
or  by  the  unbridled  fury  of  the  Revolutionists,  abound  in  Central  France  and 
contribute  to  adorn  the  landscape.  In  the  volcanic  country  they  are  usually 
perched  on  a  platform  of  basalt  crowning  some  conical  peak,  which  is  the  relic 
of  a  great  bed  of  the  same  rock  which  once  overspread  the  country.  These 
rpady-made  pedestals,  from  their  isolated  position  and  precipitous  sides,  afforded 
security  for  property  in  troublous  times,  and  impunity  for  violence  and  rapine. 

The  best  head-quarters  for  exploring  Auvergne  is  Clermont,  at  the  foot 
of  the  Puy  (or  pio)  de  Dome,  whence  numerous  excursions  may  be  made 
over  the  PUegrasan  fields  of  France,  including  a  visit  to  Mont  Dore  les 
Bains,  situated  within  another  volcanic  chain,  the  Monts  Dores.  Further 
S.  lie  the  volcanic  groups  of  the  Cantai,  between  Murat  and  Aurillac,  whose 
scenery  is  striking  and  very  peculiar ;  of  VeUsy,  in  the  midst  of  which  stands, 
the  town  of  Le  Puy,  one  of  the  most  singular  and  pictnresque  in  France  ;  and 
of  the  Ardicke  or  Vvuarais.  Both  the  Cantai  and  Le  Puy  are  accessible  by 
good  roads  from  Clermont,  but  there  is  a  want  of  communication  between 
them,  and  a  carriage  can  only  proceed  from  one  to  the  other  by  a  long  detour, 
while  the  Ard^he  is  accessible  by  good  roads  only  from  the  Rhone.  The 
pedestrian  and  geologist  will  find  his  way  readily  across  the  country. 

Aubenas,  in  the  Ard^die,  has  a  good  inn,  where  travellers  may  put  up 
while  exploring  its  basaltic  causeways,  its  domes  of  ashes,  and  craters  of 
scoriae,  on  which  the  chesnut  luxuriates.  The  pedestrian  and  equestrian  can 
pass  from  Le  Puy,  by  Langogne,  direct  to  Tbueyts  and  Montpezat.  (R.  121.) 

Bordering  upon  the  Ardeche  to  the  S.  extends  the  wild  mountain  chain  of 
the  Cetennes,  which  may  be  termed  a  martU  .extinct  volcano,  the  last  strong 
hold  of  persecuted  Protestantism  in  France,  "  Le  Desert,'*  as  its  own  inhabi- 
tants called  it,  while  further  in  allusion  to  the  children  of  Israel,  they  styled 
themselves  **  Les  Enfans  de  Dteu.**  The  Cevennes  fill  a  large  part  of  the  de- 
partments of  La  Loa^re  and  Gard ;  and,.by  tracing  up  to  their  sources  on  the 
map  the  rivara  Tarn,  Gardon,  Vidourle,  and  Herault,the  reader  will  ascertain 
the  theatre  of  that  dire  struggle,  in  the  course  of  which  30,000  Cevenols  pe- 
rished in  battle  or  on  the  scaffold ;  and  a  much  larger  number  of  royal  troops 
felly  between  November  1702  and  December  1704.  The  boundaries  of  the 
HMites  Cevennes  are  precisely  marked  by  the  lozenge-shaped  outline  formed 
by  the  head  waters,  or  forks,  of  the  Tarn,  and  the  two  Gardens,  that  of  An- 
doufe  and  that  of  Alais.  The  Basses  Cevennes  lie  S.  of  this,  between  the 
Gardoo  d*Aodouxe  and  the  Vidourle.  These  mountains  are  a  natural  cita- 
del, an  inextricable  labyrinth  of  gorges  and  defiles  well  fitted  for  desultory 
warfiire,  where  a  handful  of  bold  defenders  could  hold  out  against  a  host ; 
with  mountain  peaks  and  ridges  for  camps ;  passes  and  gorges  for  ambus- 
cades ;  forests  to  rally  in,  in  the  event  of  defeat ;  and  for  escape  and  refuge, 
mountain  paths,  trodden  only  by  the  wild  goat,  and  caves  haunted  by  the 
fox;  but  which  the  Cevenols  converted  into  arsenals  and  storehouses.  The 
bert  disciplined  troops  availed  notliing  in  storming  these  bulwarks  of  nature ; 
and  army  after  army  sent  forth  by  the  bigot  Louis  XIV.  at  the  instigation  of 
the  Jesuits  was  annihilated  by  rude  peasants,  and  their  leaders  were  recalled  with 
disgrace.  But  the  miseries  of  war,  the  assassinations,  burnings,  pillagings, 
slaughter  of  females  and  infants,  were  not  confined  to  these  mountains:  they 
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spread  far  and  wide  down  into  the  plain,  to  the  ocean  on  the  S.,  to  the  Rhone 
on  the  £.,  and  N.  beyond  the  Ard^che:  the  incursions  of  the  peasants  in 
their  forays,  pouring  down  from  the  hills,  repeatedly  spread  consternation  up 
to  the  very  wails  of  Nismes,  Uzes,  Alais,  and  Montpellier ;  and  their  leaders  in 
disguise  boldly  penetrated  into  the  interior  of  these  towns  when  in  search  of 
provisions  or  intelligence.  And  who  were  these  chiefs?  Simple  peasants, 
shepherds,  labourers,  carders  of  wool,  and  weavers,  who  exercised  the  double 
office  of  military  leaders  and  prophets ;  a  singular  compound  of  psalm-sing- 
ing and  throat-cutting,  combining  the  strongest  religious  fanaticism  with 
much  worldly  vanity,  love  of  fine  dresses,  and  of  plunder ;  and,  above  all, 
the  most  dauntless  courage.  One  or  two  had  served  as  soldiers  in  the  ranksy 
during  the  war  of  the  Alps ;  but  this  could  not  have  given  them  that  skill  in 
generalship  which  enabled  them  repeatedly  to  bring  their  wild  hordes  to  face 
troops  four,  six,  or  eight  times  more  numerous,  not  only  in  the  mountains, 
in  advantageous  positions,  but  also  in  the  plain,  with  so  much  skill  as  Ui  call 
forth  the  admiration  even  of  Marshal  Viilars.  The  story  of  the  poor  peasants  of 
the  Cevennes  differs  but  little  from  that  of  the  Covenanters  in  Scotland,  except 
that  the  oppression  which  the  Cevenols  endured  was  more  cruel.  It  affords  a 
remarkable  proof  how  fruitless  are  the  efforts  of  bigoted  persecution  and 
tyrannic  cruelty,  even  when  backed  by  unlimited  power,  in  procuring  passive 
submission.  When,  in  an  evil  hour  for  France,  Louis  XIV.,  listening  to 
the  advice  of  Louvois  and  Bossuet,  backed  by  the  Jesuits,  revoked  the  Edict 
of  Nantes,  made  it  a  crime  to  pray  except  according  to  his  own  religion, 
banished  the  reformed  pastors  to  distant  lands,  pulled  down  the  churches^ 
and  let  loose  the  dragonnades  to  torture  the  people  into  conformity,  a 
strange  fermentation  was  produced  in  the  public  mind,  heated  by  the 
perusal  and  misapplication  of  particular  parts  of  the  Bible.  Prophets  and 
prophetesses  began  to  spring  up  among  the  Protestant  community.  That 
wild  enthusiasm,  bordering  on  insanity,  which  roused  up  the  Maid  of  Orleans 
to  resist  the  oppression  of  the  English,  here  seems  to  have  developed  itself 
among  a  whole  community.  The  disease  of  prophesying  seems  first  to  have 
broken  out  in  Dauphin^  but  soon  spread,  like  an  epidemic,  across  the  Rhone, 
and  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  were  mere  boys  and  girls,  and  all  un- 
taught peasants.  The  ignorant  peasantry,  believing  the  ecstasies  of  these 
preachers  to  be  inspired  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  flocked  from  far  and  near  to 
listen,  and,  deprived  of  the  sober  guidance  of  their  own  exiled  pastors,  im- 
bibed the  fervour  of  fanaticism.  The  spirit  of  resistance  began  to  show  itself, 
drawn  forth  by  the  recital  of  their  wrongs,  the  denunciation  of  their  tyrants, 
and  the  assurance  of  support  from  heaven  :  conventicles  were  held,  in  spite  of 
the  terrors  of  prison,  torture,  and  the  soldiery,  in  the  open  air  among  rocks 
and  caverns.  The  desire  of  vengeance  on  the  instrument  of  their  suffering, 
a  bigoted  priest  who  had  acted  the  part  which  Archbishop  Sharp  is  sup- 
posed to  have  done  in  Scotland,  and  who  was  assassinated  by  a  fanatic 
French  Balfour  of  Burley,  was  the  signal  for  denial  of  mercy  on  the  part  of 
the  ministers  of  Louis,  and  of  open  rebellion  on  the  side  of  the  Cevenols. 
Hereupon  commenced  the  insurrection  of  the  Camisards,  as  the  persecuted 
outcasts  of  the  Cevennes  were  called  by  their  enemies,  it  is  supposed  from  the 
white  shirt  (in  Languedocian,  Camisa)  which  they  wore  over  their  clothes  to 
distinguish  themselves.  The  whole  of  the  Protestant  communities  were  organ- 
ized chiefly  by  the  leaders  Roland  and  Cavalier ;  troops  were  levied  from  the 
different  parishes,  and  each  furnished  its  quota  to  the  ranks  and  the  commis- 
sariat or  a  contribution  of  money;  and  losses  in  the  ranks  were  filled  up  by 
fresh  levies.   The  Cevenol  force  never  exceeded  3000  in  arms  at  one  time,  and 
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was  divided  into  three  brigades  under  different  chiefs,  each  of  whom  had  his 
own  post  and  district  (generally  near  his  own  home)  among  the  hills.  Such  ' 
troops  and  commanders,  intoxicated  by  the  wild  harangues  of  prophets  and 
prophetesses  who  accompanied  the  expeditions  on  horseback,  and  made  their 
hearers  believe  that  their  bodies  should  be  as  stone  against  sword  and  musket, 
and  who  led  them  into  action  with  some  inspiriting  psalm,  produced  acts  of 
most  dauntless  daring  and  prowess  and  a  total  disregard  of  the  numbers 
brought  against  them.  The  seizures,  tortures,  executions,  by  breaking 
on  the  wheel  and  burning  alive  (the  common  modes  of  punishing  a 
Camisard),  led  to  reprisals  on  their  part,  to  murders  of  priests,  sacking  and 
burning  of  popish  churches.  Yet,  horrible  as  were  the  acts  of  vengeance  and 
violence  committed  by  the  Cevenols,  they  were  equalled,  if  not  surpassed,  by 
the  crimes,  plunder,  and  murder  of  women  and  children,  perpetrated  by  the 
ruffian  soldiery  in  the  pay  of  Louis,  especially  by  the  guerilla  bands  called 
Florentins.  The  royal  troops  carried  fire  and  sword  into  every  village ;  and 
the  unscrupulous  generals  and  governors  of  Louis  acting  in  Languedoc,  re- 
sorted to  the  atrocious  measure  of  devastating  the  whole  of  the  Upper  Ce- 
vennes ;  destroying  by  fire  and  axe  400  hamlets  and  villages,  and  driving 
away  the  inhabitants.  The  Camisards  did  not  attempt  to  defend  their  home- 
steads, but  retorted  by  carrying  fire  and  sword  over  the  fertile  plain,  and 
spreading  terror  into  the  cities  of  Nismes  and  Montpellicr.  The  rebellion 
was  at  length  arrested,  less  by  any  successes  gained  against  the  Protestants  in 
the  field,  by  the  number  of  troops  employed  against  them,  and  the  skill  and 
generalship  of  the  four  marshals  of  France*  dispatched  in  turn  to  take  the 
command,  than  by  the  cautious  policy  of  one  of  them,  Marshal  Villars,  in 
cajoling  and  bribing  the  Cevenol  leaders. 

Though  the  struggle  of  the  Cevenols  ended  in  failure  —  though  the 
tolerance  of  their  faith,  according  to  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  the  chief  object 
for  which  they  contended,  was  denied  them  — though  the  insurrection 
was  followed,  not  by  alleviation  of  their  wrongs,  but  by  persecution  con- 
tinued for  half  a  century,  —  yet  these  misguided  suflTerers,  who  bled  upon 
their  native  mountains,  who  were  broken  alive  on  the  wheel,  burnt  alive  on 
the  pile,  tormented  in  dungeons,  or  pined  away  their  lives  in  gaol,  gave  a 
terrible  lesson  to  tyranny  and  religious  bigotry,  and  shook  the  "grand 
monarque  **  on  his  throne.  Even  at  the  present  time  their  country  has  not 
recovered  from  the  desolation  inflicted  by  the  destruction  of  its  houses  and 
temples.  Many  parishes,  destitute  of  places  of  worship,  meet  for  prayer  in 
the  open  air,  and  the  traveller  in  passing  through  them  may  be  arrested  by  the 
distant  sounds  of  psalmody,  or  in  passing  an  abrupt  turn  in  his  road  may  come 
upon  a  congregation  of  peasants  attentively  listening  to  the  pastor,  who  holds 
forth  from  the  top  of  a  rock,  or  from  beneath  the  shade  of  a  venerable  tree. 
Many  families  trace  their  descent  from  the  chiefs  of  the  insurrection.  The 
people  are  poor,  and  the  greater  part  of  their  country,  especially  the  Upper 
Cevennes,  is  not  easily  accessible  for  want  of  roads.  There  is  but  little  traflic 
along  the  two  highways  from  Mende  to  Nismes  (R.  118.),  and  from  Aubenas 
to  Alais  (  R.  121. ),  which  skirt  or  traverse  it.  Manufactures,  however,  are  gra- 
dually creeping  up  its  remote  valleys  from  the  S.  ;  and  the  railway  completed 
between  Nismes  and  Alais,  and  the  neighbouring  coal  field,  cannot  fail  to 
give  an  impulse  to  traffic  and  commerce.  The  traveller  will  find  little  pic- 
turesque beauty,  owing  to  the  bare  aridity  of  the  hills,  the  want  of  foliage  and 
of  verdure. 

Its  history  and  ancient  associations  form  its  chief  interest.  An  English- 
man may  be  willing  to  be  reminded,  as  he  traverses  this  district  of  former 
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strife,  thtt  many  of  the  Irish  officers  «id  soldiers  who  ftMight  at  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne  on  the  side  of  James  II.,  and  afterwards  accompaniad 
him  to  France,  were  employed  here  against  the  Protestants ;  that  the  Ceven<A; 
leaders  were  encouraged  by  the  ministers  of  William  III.  and  Queen  Anne, 
and  received  promises  of  assistance,  but  promises  only;  that  on  two  occa- 
sions BritiBh  fleets,  under  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel,  approached  the  coast  of 
Languedoc  to  support  the  insurrection  with  troops  and  arms,  but  failed 
in  Meeting  their  purpose;  that  the  band  of  Cevenol  insurgents  expelled 
from  France  by  the  intrigues  and  negotiations  of  Villars  was  formed  into  a 
regiment  under  their  chief  Cavalier,  and  fought  in  the  English  army  com- 
manded by  Peterborough  in  Spain,  at  Almanza,  where  they  were  almost  cut 
to  pieces  by  their  own  countrymen ;  and  that  Cavalier,  their  leader,  died  a 
pensioner  in  Chelsea  Hospital. 

A  full  account  of  the  war  of  the  Cevennes,  and  the  events  which  led  to  il» 
will  be  found  in  Peyrat,  Hittcire  des  Pasteurs  du  Desert^  Paris,  1843. 

For  the  geology  of  Auvergne,  Velay,  and  tlie  Vivarais,  there  is  no  work  so 
good  as  ScFope's  Ceniral  Franctt  with  illustrations  from  tiie  author's  sketches. 
Consult  also  the  French  works  of  MM.  Lecocq  and  Bouill^  and  of  M^ 
Bertrand  de  Doux ;  not  forgetting  our  own  countrywoman  Miss  Costello's 
Summer  m  Auoergne,  Merim^'s  Notes  d*un  Voyage  en  Auvergne  contains 
the  most  complete  account  of  the  monuments  of  that  district.  There  is  an 
admirable  Afi^  of  Auvergne  by  Demunt^, 
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112  kilom.  sr  69$  Eng.  m.  to 
Bourges. 

A  railroad  is  projected. 

Diligences  daily. 

This  road  is  the  same  as  Route  70, 
as  far  as 

80  Vierzon.  About  a  mile  out  of 
the  town,  on  the  banks  of  the  Canal,  is 
the  village  Les  Forges,  consisting  of 
very  extensive  furnaces,  where  the  iron 
of  Berry  is  wrought  in  large  quantity. 

The  post  road  passes  through 

18  Beauregard,  having  on  the  rt., 
near  to  the  river  Yevre,  the  town  of 
Mehun,  where  a  fragment,  consisting 
of  2  machicolated  toiirers,  alone  re- 
mains of  the  castle  in  which  Chsries 
VII.  spent  much  of  tlie  early  part  of 
his  reign  in  indolence,  and  at  last  ended 
his  days ;  allowing  himself  to  die  of 
starvation,  through  the  fear  of  being 
poisoned  by  his  son,  afterwards  Louis 
XL,  M61.     The  demolition  of  the 


building  has  been  chiefly  effected  since 
1812,  down  to  which  time  the  chamber 
of  the  king,  and  that  of  his  mistress, 
Agnes  Sorel,  were  still  pointed  out. 

1 4  BouRGKs. — Inns :  H.  de  France : 
—  La  Boule  d*Or,  near  the  Dili- 
gences:—- Le  Boeuf  Couronn6. 

Bourges,  anciently  capital  of  Berry, 
and  now  of  the  department  of  the 
Cher,  is  situated  nearly  in  the  centre 
of  France,  upon  a  considerable  emi- 
nence,  rising  abruptly  out  of  an  unin* 
teresting  and  flat  country,  watered  by 
the  river  Auron,  and  has  20,000  inhab. 
It  possesses  little  trade  and  no  exten- 
sive manufacture;  though  some  cloth 
is  woven  and  some  iron  ore  is  smelted 
in  it.  Its  streets  may  be  divided  into 
2  classes :  those  of  very  ancient  houses 
with  gables  facing  outwards,  many  oi 
them  having  frame  fronts  of  timber,  ge- 
nerally occupied  by  shops;  and  streets 
of  dead  walls  and  portes  cochdres,  de- 
noting the  habitations  of  families  of 
independent  fortune,  and  in  easy  cir- 
cumstances, in  which  class  Bourges 
abounds.  The  number  of  silversmiths 
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isremarkable  in  a  provincial  totm«  The 
highest  platform  of  the  hiU  on  which 
the  town .  is  built  is  occupied  by  the 
Cathedrai  of  St.  EtUnne,  a  colossal  and 
magnificent  edifice,  one  of  the  finest  in 
France,  conspicuous,  with  its  2  solid 
towers,  far  «id  near.  Its  W.  fagade 
presents  a  row  of  no  less  than  5  deeply 
recessed  portals,  all  ornamented  in  a 
style  of  peculiar  richness  and  origina- 
lity with  sculpture;  that  in  the  centre, 
higher  than  the  rest,  is  decorated, 
above  the  carved  wood  doors,  with 
a  bas-relief,  of  admirable  execution, 
representing  the  Last  Judgment.  In 
the  centre,  Christ  seated  amidst  Arch- 
angels, anid  the  Virgin  and  St.  John 
on  either  side,  on  their  knees :  below , 
on  his  rt.,  the  Good  led  to  the 
Gate  of  Paradise  by  St.  Peter;  on 
the  1.  the  Wicked  seized  by  Demons 
and  hurled  into  a  fiery  Cauldron,  which 
divers  Imps  are  exciting  with  the  B^- 
lows:  6  rows  of  niches,  filled  with 
figures  of  the  Angelic  Choir,  Saints, 
Patriarchs,  &c.,  line  this  deep  porch  on 
either  side.  The  varied  ex  pression  of  the 
countenances,  the  elevated  character  of 
many,  the  easy  flow  of  the  drapery,  and 
the  good  execution  of  the  whole,  be- 
speak the  work  of  an  eminent  sculptor, 
but  his  name,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
architect  of  the  building,  is  unknown. 
The  portals  have  been  lately  restored, 
with  great  care  and  skill,  in  a  species 
of  clay.  The  injuries  are  attributed  to 
the  Protestants;  but  if  they  be  the 
result  of  a  popular  commotion,  and 
not  of  the  mere  progress  of  time,  they 
are  wonderfully  slight.  The  other 
portals  have  smaller  reliefs,  from  scrip* 
twral  and  legendary  stories,  and  fewer 
niches,  but  equally  deserve  examina- 
tion. Those  on  the  rt.  of  the  specta- 
tor represent  the  Stoning  of  St.  Ste- 
phen,  and  the  Acts  of  St.  Ursin ;  on 
the  1.  the  Death  of  the  Virgin,  and 
St.  Ursin  and  St.  Just  preaching  the 
Gospel  in  Berry.  The  foliage  between 
the  mouldings  can  scarcely  be  sur- 
piused  for  delicacy. 

.  The  oldest  part  of  the   church  is 
the  lateral  doorways  on  the  N.  and 


S.  sides;  they  are  circular  arches, 
adorned  with  florid  Norman  orna- 
ments and  statues,  in  a  stiff  style, 
dating,  probably,  from  the  12th  cen- 
tury. The  N.  door  is  covered  by  a 
projecting  porch  of  later  date.  The 
N.  and  most  perfect  ^otver  was  fbunded 
1508,  and  finished  1538.  Its  builder 
was  Guil.  Pdlevoisin  :  it  is  1 99  ft. 
high ;  it  is  called  the  butter  tovrer,  be* 
cause  built  with  the  money  raised  from 
indulgences  to  eat  butter  in  Lent. 
The  S.  tower  is  inferior  in  elegance. 

The  interior  consists  of  one  long 
and  vast  parallelogram,  vrithout  tran- 
sept, but,  to  make  amends,  provided 
with  double  aisles  on  each  side,  those 
next  the  centre  being  65  ft.  high, 
and  furnished,,  like  it,  with  triforium 
and  clerestory,  worthy  of  a  cathedral 
nave,  extending  all  round  the  choir. 
Beyond  the  outer  aisle  are  18  chapels. 
The  vaulted  roof,  117  ft.  high  in  the 
centre,  is  supported  by  60  piers,  with 
capitals  in  the  early  English  style, 
presenting  the  most  varied  and  strik- 
ing perspective. 

One  of  the  chapels  is  said  to  have 
been  built  by  the  celebrated  jeweller^ 
Jacques  Coeur,  and  his  son  John,  S8ih 
jirckbishop  of  Bourges,  1446.  The 
sculpture  of  the  portal  of  the  sacristy 
is  very  delicate.  One  of  the  chi^ 
boasts  of  this  cathedral  is  the  quantity, 
excellence,  and  good  preservation  of 
the  paifited  glast  of  the  windows  of  the 
choir  and  chapels.  They  include  spe- 
cimens of  the  art  from  the  13th  down 
to  17th  century.  The  oldest,  confined 
chiefly  to  a  beautiful  arrangement  of 
patterns,  may  be  called  a  transparent 
Mosaic,  unsurpassed  in  the  beauty  of 
the  colour ;  these  were  succeeded,  in 
the  15th  and  16th  centuries,  by  glass 
pictures,  groups,  and  single  figures, 
well  drawn,  and  also  of  good  colouring. 
The  chapels  containing  the  finest  ex- 
amples of  the  latter  state  of  the  art  are 
those  of  Jacques  Coeur,  St.  Loup,  St. 
Denis:  those  in  the  chapels  of  Tullicr 
and  Coppin  are  the  work  of  Ldcuyer, 
an  artist  of  Bourges,  (d.  1556).  One 
of  the  most  modem  speeunens  is  m 
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beautiful  Ascension  of  the  Virgin, 
given,  1619,  by  the  Mar6chal  de 
Montigny,  whose  portrait,  with  that 
of  his  wife,  is  s^n  in  the  corner 
below. 

In  the  crypt,  an  early  Pointed  struc- 
ture, running  below  the  choir,  in  a 
semicircle,  is  deposited  the  monument 
of  Jean  Ic  Magnifique,  Due  de  Berri, 
son,  brother,  and  iincle  of  kings,  and 
nephew  of  Charles  V.  of  France,  erect- 
ed by  his  own  nephew,  Charles  VII. 
His  effigy,  in  marble,  of  good  execu- 
tion, was  brought  hither  from  the 
Sainte  Chapelle,  which  he  built,  now 
destroyed.  Here  are  also  the  effigies, 
in  marble,  of  the  Mar^chal  M ontigny 
and  his  lady,  and  a  statue  of  the 
Vii^n,  of  good  design. 

Adjoining  the  cathedral,  on  the  S., 
is  the  archeveche,  a  handsome  edifice, 
in  the  Italian  style,  with  gardens 
attached,  traversed  by  fine  avenues 
of  limes ;  and  a  little  way  from  it 
the  Caserne  d^ArtiUerie,  an  immense 
building,  formerly  the  grande  Semi- 
naire,  surrounded  by  numerous  de- 
tached buildings,  stables  to  accom- 
modate the  men  and  horses,  of  whom 
800,  with  all  their  train  and  equip- 
ments, are  commonly  stationed  here. 

The  city  of  Bourges  is  still  sur- 
rounded by  rampartSf  converted,  for 
the  greater  part  of  their  extent,  into  a 
public  promenade,  and  planted  with 
trees.  It  was  formerly  defended  by 
60  watch  towers,  all  of  which  have 
been  demolished  except  6  or  8,  Two 
of  these,  behind  the  archevech^  and 
cavalry  barrack,  opposite  the  pro- 
menade called  the  Cours  Seraucourt, 
deserve  notice,  as  being  undoubtedly 
Roman.  One  is  formed  of  huge 
blocks  of  stone,  now  much  worn  at 
the  edges,  a  style  of  durable  masonry 
(opus  incertum)  employed  by  the 
Romans  in  their  great  works  ;  the 
other  is  of  smaller  stones,  with  layers 
of  large  tiles  in  bands :  the  substruc- 
ture of  the  wall,  as  far  as  the  gar- 
den of  the  prefecture,  is  of  the  same 
kind.  These  Roman  relics  are  of 
some  interest.     Joseph  Scaligcr  and 


D*  Anville  are  satisfied  that  Bourges  is 
the  ancient  jtvaricum  (named  from 
the  river  Avara,  now  E^vre),  chief 
town  of  the  Bituriges  (Berry), men- 
tioned by  Ceesar  in  his  Commentaries 
(viii.  13.),  **  Oppidum  quod  erat  max- 
imum munidssimumque,'  in  finibus 
Biturigum,  et  totius  Galli»  urbs  prope 
pulcberrima.'*  On  account  of  its  im- 
portance and  beauty  it  was  the  only 
city  of  the  Celtic  Gauls  which  they 
spared  to  bum  to  the  ground,  when, 
like  the  Russians  in  Moscow,  they 
resorted  to  that  expedient  as  a  last  re- 
source to  check  the  conquering  armies 
of  Julius  Ciesar. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  Garden  of  the 
Prefecture,  close  to  the  Promenade  de 
Seraucourt,  is  a  Romanesque  portal  of 
the  11th  century,  removed  from  the 
Church  of  St,  Urtin,  now  destroyed. 
It  is  a  circular  arch,  enclosing  curious 
sculptures  in  relief,  representing  the 
12  Months  of  the  Year,  a  Boar  Hunt, 
&c.,  Scenes  from  iEsop*s  Fables,  as  the 
Stork  and  the  Fox,  a  Fox  drawn  by 
Geese,  of  very  good  execution. 

Next  to  the  cathedral,  the  most  in- 
teresting building  is  the  Hotel  de  ViUe, 
originally  the  private  mansion  of 
Jacques  Coeur,  a  citizen  of  the  town, 
a  great  capitalist  and  successful  mer- 
chant  and  jeweller,  and  finance  mi- 
nister to  Charles  VII.,  who,  after 
lending  his  master  200,000  gold 
crowns,  was  torn  from  his  palace,  cast 
into  prison,  and  condemned  to  death 
and  confiscaUon  of  his  property,  a 
sentence  commuted  by  the  king  into 
perpetual  banishment.  The  cause  of 
his  accusation  and  condemnation  re- 
main a  mystery.  The  building,  begun 
1443,  is  in  the  late  or  florid  Gothic 
style,  of  great  magnificence,  yet  not 
overladen :  the  walls  alone  cost  135,000 
livres.  There  is  no  uniformity  of 
parts ;  no  one  wall  or  window  corre- 
sponds with  another;  all  is  varied,  yet 
ail  is  harmonious.  The  entrance  is 
flanked  by  a  most  elegant  tourelle,  and 
is  surmounted  by  a  projecting  balcony, 
or  open  oriel,  of  elegant  tracery.  Two 
figures,  sculptured  in  stone,  on  each 
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sidQ,  are  said  to  be  the  servants  of 
Jacques  Cceur,  on  the  look  out  to  warn 
him  of  danger  from  the  officers  of 
justice,  but  are  more  probably  a  mere 
freak  of  the  architect  This  elegant 
palace  is  distinguished,  like  many 
other  French  domestic  edifices  of  the 
15th  century,  by  its  circular  cone- 
roofed  towers,  containing  spiral  stair- 
cases,  its  windows  surmounted  by 
flat  arches,  ornamented  below  with 
open  tablets  of  Quatrefoils,  among 
which  is  introduced  the  punning  de- 
vice of  Jacques  Coeur,  the  heart,  and 
the  scallop  shell  of  the  pilgrim  to  St. 
James's  Shrine.  On  a  little  Gothic 
balustrade  between  the  outer  gateway 
and  its  flanking  turret  the  motto  of 
Jacques  Cceur,  "  A  vaillants  Cceurs 
rien  impossible,"  is  most  elaborately 
carved  in  tall  Gothic  characters  of  stone. 
Over  the  doorways  in  the  court  are 
singular  bas-reliefs :  observe  that  on 
the  left  of  the  great  entrance,  and  that 
over  the  kitchen.  The  chapel  over  the 
gateway  deserves  to  be  seen,  but  espe- 
cially the  upper  part,  divided  from  the 
lower  by  a  modem  floor,  its  groined 
roof  being  elegantly  painted  in  fresco, 
probably  by  Italian  artists,  with  angels 
in  flowing  robes  of  white  upon  a  blue 
ground,  representing  the  multitude  of 
the  angelic  host,  bearing  scrolls,  in- 
scribed, **  Gloria  in  excelsis  Deo,  et  in 
terra  pax,"  &c. :  the  figures  are  well 
foreshortened,  and  in  good  preserva- 
tion. In  the  lower  part  of  the  chapel  are 
2  elegant  niches,  much  blocked  up. 
The  rest  of  the  interior  has  been  sadly 
mutilated  and  altered,  to  fit  it  for  be- 
coming the  law  courts,  stripped  of 
panelling,  cornices,  and  chimney- 
pieces,  BO  that  the  chapel  alone  is  now 
worth  entering.  This  palace  was  ap- 
propriated as  a  residence  to  the  youth- 
ful Cond^,  destined  to  become  Le 
Grand  CondS,  whil«  pursuing  his  stu> 
dies  at  the  Jesuits*  College  here. 

The  Caserne  de  Gendarmeriey  in  a 
street  behind  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  not  far 
off  from  it,  was  the  house  of  Cujas,  pro- 
fessor in  the  Univerdfy,  which  existed 
here  from  1465  to  the  Revolution.   It 


is  of  brick,  of  very  solid  construction, 
in  a  style  resembling  the  Tudor  of 
England,  built  towards  the  end  of  the 
16th  century,  and  <lisplay6  about  its 
door,  windows,  and  turrets,  somefrag- 
meuts  of  elegant  decoration. 

The  Convent  of  the  Sceurs  Bieus,  in 
the  Rue  des  Vieilles  Prisons,  origin- 
ally the  mansion  of  the  family  Lalle- 
raand,  and  built  probably  about  1512, 
has  an  irregular  front,  flanked  by 
tourelles,  gracefully  decorated  with 
arabesque  patterns,  bas-reliefs,  &c.,  iu 
the  style  of  the  Renaissance,  which 
will  please  an  architect.  It  contains  a 
little  family  oratory,  about  10  ft.  by  15, 
surmounted  by  a  roof  of  S  stone  slabs, 
divided  into  SO  compartments,  each 
filled  with  some  device,  as  a  Globe  on 
Fire,  a  Hand  gathering  a  Chesnut,  or 
other  pattern,  rebus,  relief,  or  orna- 
ment, alternating  with  the  letters 
R  £,  often  repeated,  most  elaborately 
carved,  but  of  which  the  meaning  is 
diflicult  to  explain.  According  to  the 
popular  story,  Louis  XI.  (a  native  of 
Bourges)  was  baptised  in  this  chapel ; 
but  the  late  style  of  architecture  con- 
tradicts this.  Bourges  was  the  resi- 
dence and  refuge  of  Charles  VII.,  at 
a  time  when  three  fourths  of  his 
kingdom  of  France  belonged  to  the 
English,  when  he  was  little  more,  in 
fact,  than  <*king  of  Bourges.'* 

Bourges  has  a  museum,  a  recep- 
tacle of  antiquities,  of  various  ages, 
and  other  curiosities,  without  order  or 
arrangement.  A  series  of  6  weeping 
figures  (pleureuses),  iu  alabaster,  from 
some  monument;  a  model  of  the 
Sainte  Chapelle,  mentioned  above,  noir 
destroyed ;  an  ebony  cabinet,  orna- 
mented in  the  style  of  the  Renaissance, 
from  Agnes  Sorel's  castle,  Bon-sire- 
aim6,  and  some  portraits,  including 
those  of  Louis  XVI.  and  Marie 
Antoinette,  merit  notice. 

Bourges  is  the  birth-place  of  Louis 
XI. ,  and  of  BourdcUoue,  one  of  the  first 
pulpit  orators  of  the  French  church. 

It  is  at  present  the  forced  residence 
of  Don  Carlos,  of  Spain,  who  lives 
here   under   the  surveillance  of  tlie 
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police,  never  sHrriiig  abroad  without 
an  escort  of  gens^d'armes. 

DU^ences  go  hence  daify  to  Paris 
by  Orleans ;  to  Tonrs  by  Cbateauroux 
and  Loches;  to  Toulouse  by  Li- 
moges; to  Nevers;  to  Clermont,  and 
the  Baths  of  N^ris. 

There  is  tittle  to  interest  in  the  flat, 
but  fertile,  country  across  which  we 
proceed  by 

]  8  Levet  to  Montlucon. 

IS  Jariole. 

A  little  on  one  side  of  the  road  is 
the  mined  Abbey  ofNotrlac^  so  named 
from  a  dark  pool  near  it.  It  is  now 
converted  into  a  China  manufactory, 
including  7*Ae  Ckurdi,  a  large  and 
still  perfect  structure,  and  a  good  ex- 
ample of  the  transition  Gothic  of  the 
latter  part  of  the  1 3th  century,  1 189. 
The  icitchen  and  refectory,  supported 
on  pillars,  still  remain,  as  well  as  the 
cloister. 

IS  St.  Amand  Montrond,  a  neat 
town  of  6696  inhabitants,  on  tfie  Mar- 
mande,  about  a  mile  from  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Cher.  Only  a  few  shapeless  mi  ns 
remain  of  its  castle,  once  an  impor- 
tant stronghold  belonging  to  the 
princes  de  Cond^,  in  which  the  sickly 
infant  who  grew  to  be  Le  Grand 
Cond^  was  nursed  and  reared.  His 
heroic  wife,  the  Princess  Clemence  de 
Maill^,  after  her  escape  from  Chan- 
tilly,  1650,  threw  herself  and  her  son 
into  this  castle,  whence,  after  gather- 
ing around  her  the  dependants  and 
retainers  of  the  house  of  Cond^,  she 
set  forth  to  cross  some  of  the  wUdest 
provinces  of  France  in  order  to  join  the 
Dukes  of  Bouillon  and  La  Roche- 
foucauld, and  put  herself  at  the  head 
of  the  army  of  the  Fronde,  which  kept 
posaession  of  Bordeaux  against  Ma^ 
zarin.  Montrond,  after  enduring  a 
siege  of  a  whole  year's  duration,  1652, 
from  the  royal  forces,  was  compelled  to 
surrender  to  the  Comte  de  Palloau, 
who  levelled  the  fortifications.  The  last 
tower  which  remained  standing  has 
been  pulled  down,  in  order  that  the 
proprietor  may  make  gardens  and  ter- 
races on  the  site. 


About  21  m.  S.W.  of  St.  Amend 
is  the  ChAtemu  de  MeUlant,  built  1511, 
for  Charles,  Seigneur  de  Cbaumont, 
somewhat  in  the  style  of  the  house  of . 
Jacques  Cceur  at  Bourges,  with  simi« 
lar  external  ornaments,  balustrades, 
and  projecting  towers  to  contain  the 
snail  shell  stairs,  but  vastly  inferior  to 
it.  The  biasing  hill,  sculptured  in  va* 
nous  parts,  is  intended  as  a  sculptured 
pun  on  the  owner*s  name,  (^audt 
Monts,  The  decorations  of  the  infee^ 
rior  are  not  supposed  to  be  later  than 
the  18th  century.  On  the  towers  are 
sculptured  figures  of  sentinels  threat- 
ening all  who  approach,  like  those  on 
the  battlements  of  Alnwick. 

The  road  from  St.  Amand  is  very 
agreeable,  running  by  the  side  of  the  • 
Cher.  At  Drevant,  on  its  rt.  bank, 
traversed  by  the  road,  extensive  sub- 
structions of  a  theatre,  and  other  Ro- 
man buildings,  have  been  laid  bare. 

A  branch  of  the  Canal  du  Cher  runs 
parallel  with  the  Cher  and  the  high  road 
from  St.  Amand  to  Montlucon,  and  the 
coal  mines  of  Commentry,  where  it 
terminates. 

19  Meaulne. 

16  Reugny     (Dept.  AUier.). 

15  Monti u9on  (Inns:  H.  de 
France:  ->-and  de  TEcu),  a  very  an- 
cient town  of  the  province  of  the  Bour- 
bonnais,  having  5400  inhabitants,  pic- 
turesquely situated  on  the  slope  of  a 
hill,  wliose  base  is  washed  by  the  Cher, 
and  its  summit  crowned  by  a  castle^ 
During  the  middle  ages  it  was  a  strong- 
fortress;  and,  fVom  its  position  near 
the  frontier  of  the  French  king's  do« 
mains,  had  often  to  sustain  the  attacks 
of  the  English.  A  part  of  its  old 
walls,  and  their  flanking  watch  towers, 
still  remains,  constructed  with  great 
solidity.  The  donjon,  and  a  few. 
towers  on  the  summit  of  the  hill,  is 
all  that  remains  of  the  caUle  of  the 
Dues  de  Bourbon,  which  commanded 
the  town,  as  its  rains  stilt  command 
an  extensive  view. 

A  hilly  and  uninteresting  road  to 

8  Nens  (Inns:  Grand  Hotel:  — 
H.  Leopold),  a  watering   place   of 
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considerable  resort  withi9  a  few  years, 
but  well  known  to  the  Jlonians,  who 
must  have  had  a  magnilicent  esta- 
blishment here,  judging  from  the 
jirchitectural  fragments,  ~-  columns, 
friezes,  foundations  of  walls,  dis- 
covered from  time  to  time.  Yet  it  is 
only  since  182]  that  the  French 
have  begun  a  hath-housct  which  is 
not  yet  finished,  and  which,  with  se- 
veral boarding  houses  attached  to  a 
poor  village  of  800  inhabitants,  com- 
pose the  place.  The  mineral  waters 
are  warm,  alkaline,  but  nearly  taste- 
less, so  that  the  inhabitants  employ 
them  for  culinary  purposes  and  for 
drinking;  they  are  furnished  from 
4  sources,  one  of  which,  La  Source 
Nouvelle,  burst  forth,  1757,  at  the 
time  of  the  earthquake  at  Lisbon. 
They  are  exclusively  used  for  baths, 
being  introduced  into  the  houses. 
They  resemble  the  spring  of.  Schlan- ' 
genbad,  have  the  same  unctuous  feel 
.to  the  touch,  the  same  smoothing  ef- 
fect on  the  skin,  and  sedative  influence 
on  the  nerves.  It  is  usual  to  go  to 
bed  after  taking  the  bath,  in  order  to 
promote  perspiration.  There  are  also 
douche  and  mud  baths,  and  3  piscine^, 
or  public  baths. 

The  very  pretty  promenade,  or 
Jardin  des  Sains,  occupies  the  site  of 
an  amphitheatre,  built  by  the  Romans 
for  the  recreation  of  visitors  to  these 
remote  baths  of  Aqtue  Neri,  as  N^ris 
was  anciently  called.  Concentric  ter- 
races mark  the  stages  on  which  the 
seats  were  placed ;  and  traces  remain 
of  one  of  the  passages  which  divided 
them  into  cunei  or  wedges.  There 
are  considerable  fragments  of  walls. 

The  church  is  a  very  ancient  Ro- 
manesque edifice,  in  the  form  of  a  ba- 
silica, ending  in  3  apses.  The  arches 
in  the  nave  are  pointed,  in  the  choir 
round.  From  the  rude  sculpture  of 
the  capitals,  its  date  has  been  referred 
to  the  11  th  century. 

The  country  around  is  pleasing,  and 
the  situation  very  healthy. 

The  road  to  Clermont  is  carried 
through  a  wild  hilly  district,  passing 


out  of  the  coal  formation  into  a  coun- 
try of  primitive  rocks  shortly  before 
reaching 

18  Montaigu,  a  little  town  appro- 
priately named  from  its  site  on  a 
pointed  hill,  crowned  by  a  castle, 
situated  in  the  D^pt.  Puy  de  Dome. 

At  Menat  are  quarries,  whence 
tripoli  or  polishing  slate  is  obtained : 
it  is  produced  by  the  spontaneous  com- 
busticm  of  iron  pyrites  among  beds  c^ 
bituminous  clay.  It  contains  im- 
pressions of  vegetables,  fish)  and  in- 
sects. Near  this  the  road  ascends  a 
long  and  steep  hill,  commanding  a 
very  extensive  view  over  the  volcanic 
ranges  of  Auv^rgne,  and  near  at  hand 
looks  down  upon  the  Castle  of  Blof, 
seated  amidst  rugged  rocks.  The 
river  Sioule  is  crossed  before  reaching 

27  St.  Pardoux.  The  very  pecu- 
liar forms  of  the  volcanic  mountains 
of  the  Puy  de  Dome  cannot  fail  to 
arrest  attention. 

We  now  enter  the  fertile  plain  of 
the  Limagne  d'Auvdrgne. 

23  Riom       \  described  in  Route 

15   Clermont  J       109. 


ROUTE  105. 

PARIS    TO    LYONS.  ROUTE   DV    HOUR- 

BONNAIS,  BT  fOMTAINXBLEAUy  HOK- 
TARGIS,  KBVERS,  AND  MOULIKS.  •— 
THE  BATHS  OF  VICHT. 

462  kilom  =>  286}  £ng.  m. 

The  Marseilles  MaUeposte  follovi^ 
this  route  daily,  but  only  as  far  as 
Roanne,  to  which  place  it  takes  Si 
hours. 

DiUgences  go  to  Ljrons  in  48  hours. 
By  the  route  de  Bourgogne  (R.  106.) 
52  hours  are  required ;  and  the  travel- 
ler may  enjoy  a  niglit'srest  at  Chalonl^ 
and  go  fhence  by  water  to  Lyons. 

The  road,  soon  after  quitting  PiEUri« 
by  the  Faubourg  St.  Marceau  and 
tbe  Barridre  d' Italy,  passes,  at  a 
short  distance  on  the  rt  of  Bicitre, 
an  hospital  for  old  men,  a  lunatic  asy- 
lum, and  a  penitentiary.     Its  name  is 
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!Mid  to  be  a  corruption  of  Wincbester, 
because  it  is  thought  to  occupy  the 
site  of  a  country  house  built,  1290,  by 
John,  Bishop  of  'Winchester ;  a  more 
probable  derivation  is  from  its  owner 
in  the  15th  century  (1410),  John,  due 
de  Berry,  in  Latin,  **  Dux  Bituricen* 
sis."  The  oldest  of  the  existing 
buildings  are  chiefly  those  constructed 
by  Cardinal  Richelieu,  as  an  asylum 
for  wounded  soldiers,  which  was  after, 
wards  transferred  to  the  Inyalides. 

Nearly  4500  criminals  are  confined 
here,  including  convicts  awaiting  their 
transmission  to  the  hulks. 

The  road,  which  is  paved,  runs 
through  an  avenue  of  trees  along  the 
table  land,  which  sinks  down  into  the 
valley  of  the  Seine. 

7  Villejuif.  At  the  entrance  of 
this  town,  on  the  1.,  stands  an  obelisk, 
marking  the  N.  base  of  a  triangle,  es- 
tablished for  the  construction  of  Cas* 
sini*s  Map  of  France ;  a  similar  obelisk, 
at  Fromenteau,  marks  the  other  ex- 
tremity of  tlie  base. 
I    11  Fromenteau. 

Napoleon,  hastening  to  the  relief  of 
Paris,  March  30th,  1 814,  here  met  the 
bead  of  the  column  of  dejected  troops 
who  informed  him  of  the  surrender  of 
the  capital  to  the  allies;  in  conse- 
quence, he  was  forced  to  return  to 
Fontainebleau,  where  he  soon  after 
aigned  his  abdication.  Near  Juvisy 
our  road  crosses  the  railroad  to  Or- 
leans (R.  49. )»  and  runs  for  some 
distance  parallel  with  the  branch  to 
Corbeil. 

12  Essonne,  a  small  town  on  the 
Essonne  which  falls  into  the  Seine, 
1§  m.  below,  at  Corbeil  (R.  49.), 
where  the  branch-railway  terminates. 

Essonne  lies  in  a  hollow. 

There  are  several  chateaux  near  this 
part  of  the  road,  Villeroy  on  the  rt., 
Coudray  on  the  left,  but  they  con- 
tribute in  no  respect  to  adorn  the  road, 
as  the  parks,  and  lodges,  and  seats  of 
England.  On  the  1.  the  Seine,  wind- 
ing through  its  fertile  valley,  is  a 
pleasing  feature. 

1 1   Ponthierry. 


8  Chailly.  The  postmaster  here 
furnishes  only  grey  horses,  of  which 
he  has  40  or  50. 

About  5  m.  short  of  Fontainebleau 
we  enter  its  noble  Forest,  which  ex- 
tends over  an  area  of  about  23,700 
hectares,  the  attractive  hunting 
ground  which  induced  the  monarchs 
of  France,  ardent  lovers  of  the  chase, 
to  build  a  palace  within  it,  and  make 
it  their  favourite  resort.  At  the  Re- 
volution of  1830,  however,  all  the 
deer  were  exterminated.  Only  a 
small  portion  of  the  forest  is  occupied 
with  full  grown  trees ;  but  here  and 
there  it  has  preserved  noble  groves  of 
oaks  and  beech,  of  majestic  size  and 
luxuriant  foliage,  which  may  have 
sheltered  the  jovial  Ffancois  I.,  the 
Bon  Roi  Henri  IV.,  LouisXIV.,  and 
Napoleon.  A  large  space  is  covered 
with  broom,  heath,  and  underwood, 
and  with  extensive  plantations  of  black 
fir,  from  the  midst  of  which  picturesque 
masses  of  bare  sandstone  rock  ( Gr^ 
de  Fontainebleau)  break  through,  and 
give  great  variety  and  picturesqueness 
to  the  forest  scenery.  The  points  best 
worth  visiting  are  —  to  the  rt,  of  the 
road  from  Paris,  the  Gorges  cTj^prC' 
mont  and  de  Franchardf  above  which 
are  remains  of  a  hermitage,  as  old  as 
the  days  of  Philippe  Auguste,  de- 
stroyed by  Louis  XIV.;  and  to  the 
1.  of  the  road  La  VaUie  da  la  SoOe. 

««  La  Croix  du  Grand  Vcneur,**  an 
obelisk  on  thegrande  route,  at  a  place 
where  4  roads  meet,  receives  its  name 
from  a  spectral  Black  Huntsman, 
who  was  supposed  to  haunt  the  forest, 
and  who  appeared  here  to  Henri  IV., 
according  to  the  story,  shortly  before 
his  assassination.  The  forest  is  so 
intersected  with  roads  radiating  in  all 
directions,  that  it  is  difficult  to  find 
one*s  way  without  a  map  or  a  guide. 

10  Fontainebleau, — Inns  :  H.  de 
France :  it  is  necessary  to  agree  about 
charges  before-hand :  —  La  Postc, 
opposite  the  palace  (Ville  de  Lyon), 
good  and  moderate. 

This  town,  planted  in  the  midst  of 
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the  Forest  of  Fontainebleau,  has 
swelled,  under  the  influence  of  the 
presence  and  smiles  of  royalty,  to  a 
populous  town,  from  a  poor  hamlet 
in  the  time  of  Louis  VII.  (1162), 
who  first  built  a  castle  here.  It  owes 
its  consequence  entirely  to  its 

Chdteau  Rot/cU,  a  palace  of  much 
historical  interest,  but  not  very  im- 
posing as  a  building  externally,  in 
spite  of  its  extent,  the  masses  of  build- 
ing composing  it,  though  they  en- 
close 6  courts,  being  limited  to  low 
ranges  of  2  or  3  stories,  chiefly  of  brick. 
The  oldest,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the 
existing  edifice,  dates  from  the  reign 
of  Francis  I.,  excepting  the  chapel. 

Time,  neglect,  and  violence  had 
greatly  dimmed  the  splendour  of  this 
venerable  seat  of  kings,  when  Louis 
Philippe  undertook  to  revive  it ;  and 
his  judicious  and  splendid  restora- 
tions, following  closely  the  style  and 
character  of  the  different  periods  at 
which  it  was  originally  constructed, 
have  added  greatly  to  the  magnifi- 
cence and  interest  of  the  building. 

The  entrance  is  by  the  "  Cour  du 
Cheval  Blanc,"  so  called  from  a  plais- 
ter  cast  of  the  equestrian  statue  of 
Marcus  Aurelius  at  Rome,  which  Ca- 
therine of  Medici  set  up  in  it,  but  it  no 
longer  exists.  In  the  midst  of  this 
court,  near  the  foot  of  the  horse-shoe 
stair.  Napoleon  took  leave  of  the 
remnant  of  the  old  guards  who  had 
followed  him  to  the  last,  amidst  his 
reverses,  previously  to  his  departure 
for  Elba,  1814,  an  event  commemo- 
rated by  the  well-known  picture  of 
"Les  Adieux  de  Fontainebleau." 

The  apartments  first  entered  are 
those  recently  fitted  up  for  the  late 
lamented  Due  d'Orleans,  on  the  occa- 
sion of  his  marriage ;  they  had  been 
originally  occupied  by  Catherine  de 
Medici,  and  Anne  of  Austria,  whence 
they  got  the  name  Appartements  des 
R^nes-Mhes,  Here  Pope  Pius  VII. 
was  lodged,  rejecting  all  the  magnifi- 
cence and  comforts  prepared  for  him 
by  his  imperial  jailor,  who  desired  that 
his  forced  residence  of  3  years  should 


have  the  appearance  of  a  visit  rather 
than  an  imprisonment.  .The  ceiling 
of  the  saloiiy  recently  restored,  is  very, 
gorgeous. 

In  the  Chapelle  de  la  TrinitS,  whose 
paintings  are  inferior  and  faded,  the 
marriages  of  Louis  XV.  with  Maria 
Leckzinska  (1725),   and  of  the  late 
Due    d'Orleans    (1837)    were   cele- 
brated.     The  Gallerie  de  Frangois  I. 
is  one  of  the  most  striking  in  the  pa- 
lace ;    perfectly  characteristic  of  the 
styleof  art  of  the  period  of  the  Renais- 
sance, and  it  supplies  specimens  of 
some  of  the  productions  of  the  Italians 
attracted,  at  that  king's  bidding,  to 
France,  where  they  founded  a  school 
of  art.    Its  roof  is  of  walnut  wood,  its 
walls  are  richly  panelled  and  covered 
with  stucco,  scroll  work,  carvings,  tro- 
phies, devices,  among  which  the  Sala- 
mander of  Francis  is  often  repeated, 
alternating  with  Terms,  or  Caryatid  fi- 
gures, medallions,  bas-reliefs.    These 
serve  partly  as  frames  to  14  pictures, 
in  fresco,  the  work  of  i?o$«i  (Maitre 
Roux),  a  Florentine,  and  his  scholars. 
One  of  Danae,  however,  is  attributed 
to  PrimaticciOf  who  is  supposed  also 
to  have  designed  the  ornaments.    The 
paintings,  now  too  much  &ded  or  in- 
jured to  be  appreciated,  are  chiefly  my- 
thological subjects  chosen  for  their  al- 
legorical reference  to  the  life  of  Francis. 
In  the  1st  he  is  represented  opening 
the  Temple  of  Art  and  Taste  to  a 
crowd  of  blind  persons  ;  next  comes 
a  Triumph,  in  honour  of  the  victory  of 
Marignan,  led  by  a  caparisoned  ele- 
phant; then  the  Rape  of  Europa;  the 
Burning  of  Troy;  ^neas  can*ying  off 
Anchises,  &c.   In  the  centre  is  a  bust 
of  Francis.  The  Cabinet  de  Travailcon^ 
tains  the  little,  round  mahogany  table 
at  which  Napoleon,  in  1 81 4,  signed 
his  abdication,  a  fac-simile  of  which^ 
blotted  and  scrawled,  is  suspended  oil 
the  walls.      His  bed-room   remains 
nearly  as  he  left  it.     The   Salle  du 
Throne  is  of  the  age  of  Louis  XIII. 
and  XIV.,  but  the  throne  was  set  up 
by  Bonaparte.      The  Boudoir  de  la 
Heine  was  fitted  up  for  the  unfortu- 
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nate  Marie  Antoinette  by  Louis  XVI. , 
and  the  metal  window  bolts  (Es- 
I»agnolettes)  are  said  to  bave  been 
wrought  by  liis  own  hand,  and  are 
masterly  specimens  of  his  skill  in 
smiths'  work.  The  Gallerie  de  Diane 
is  a  long  corridor  decorated  with 
paintings  relating  to  that  goddess,  by 
modern  artists.  Below  it  runs  the 
GaUerie  det  Cerftf  which  was  in  1657 
the  scene  of  the  atrocious  murder  of 
an  Italian,  the  Marquis  Monaldeschi, 
by  S  assassins  hired  for  the  purpose  by 
Christina  of  Sweden,  at  that  time  re- 
siding in  the  chateau  as  the  guest  of 
Louis  XIII.  The  reason  assigned 
by  her  for  the  crime  was  some  al- 
leged betrayal  of  secrets  of  his  mis- 
tress by  Monaldeschi,  who  was  her 
high  chamberlain,  and  had  enjoyed  her 
full  confidence.  She  subjected  him  to 
a  sort  c^  mock  trial,  in  which  she 
acted  as  judge  and  j  ury.  She  sent  for 
a  priest  to  confess  him  before  she  gave 
orders  for  his  murder,  which  was  ex- 
ecuted in  the  confessor's  presence. 
Monaldeschi  seems  not  to  have  been 
free  from  suspicions  of  his  mistress ; 
for  he  wore  under  his  dress  a  coat  of 
mail,  which  turned  the  first  thrusts  of 
the  sword  of  the  assassin.  The  French 
court  was  content  to  give  a  hint  of 
displeasure  at  this  atrocity,  but  the 
queen  remained  here  until  1 659.  This 
gallery  is  now  subdivided  into  small 
apartments  and  is  not  stiown. 

The  suite  of  rooms  called  Salons  de 
BecepHon  comprises  one  called  Z)e 
Fran^oisL,  containing  Gobelins  tapes- 
tries, of  recent  date,  as  brilliant  as  oil 
paintings,  and  a  chimney-piece  orna- 
mented with  Sevres  china*  A  second  is 
named  after  Louis  XIIL  because  he 
was  born  in  it,  and  the  Salle  de  St. 
Lotus  is  ornamented  with  a  high  relief 
of  Henri  IV.  on  horseback,  over  the 
fireplace.  The  Salle  des  Gardes  is 
admirably  and  most  richly  restored  : 
the  paintings  on  the  walls  are  in  the 
style  of  those  of  the  Loggte  of  Ra- 
phael. The  chimney-piece  rests  on  2 
figures  of  Strength  and  Peace,  atid  in 
tbe  centre  is  a  bust  of  Henri  IV. 


The  SaOe  du  Bal,  or  GaUerie  de 
Henri  IL^  is  the  most  splendid  of  the 
recent  restorations,  and  one  of  tbe 
finest  things  in  the  palace.  The  paint* 
ings  have  been  renovated  with  as  much 
care  as  possible,  yet,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
retain  little  of  the  master  pencils  of 
Prvmaticdo  and  his  pupil,  Niccolo  del 
jfbbate,  by  whom  they  were  executed. 
The  ceiling  is  most  gorgeous  and 
elaborate  with  ornaments:  the  walls 
are  of  consistent  richness.  Every 
where  appears  the  crescent  of  Diana 
of  Poictiers,  and  her  initials  linked 
with  that  of  her  royal  lover,  B7  *  The 
chimney-piece,  glittering  with  fleurs- 
de-lis,  and  resplendent  with  marbles, 
was  the  work  of  the  sculptor  Ron- 
delet. 

The  ChapeUe  of  St.  Satumin,  on  the 
ground  floor,  is  said  to  be  of  the  time 
of  Louis  VII.,  and  the  oldest  part  of 
the  palace ;  but  the  repairs  of  Francis 
I.,  who  found  it  in  ruins,  have  dis- 
guised and  altered  it  so  that  little  of 
its  primitive  structure  can  be  traced. 
It  was  originally  dedicated  by  Thomas 
a  Becket.  In  its  windows  is  some 
good  modem  painted  glass,  from  the 
designs  of  the  late  talented  Princess 
Marie  d*  Orleans. 

The  Porte  Dor^e,  a  splendid  portal, 
decorated  with  revived  frescoes,  ori- 
ginally by  Rosso,  leads  from  the  Cour 
Ovale  to  the  /AUee  de  Maintenon, 
"  named  by  the  proudest  and  vainest 
king  in  Europeafter  his  plebeian  wife.** 
The  Oval  Court  is  also  called  Cour 
d*Honneur,from  the  tournaments beld 
in  it  in  the  time  of  Henri  IV.,  and 
Cour  du  Donjon,  from  an  elevated 
pavilion  on  an  archway  in  the  style  of 
the  Renaissance. 

The  gardens  at  the  back  of  the 
palace  are  not,  on  the  whole,  very  re* 
markable  to  one  accustomed  to  thota 
of  England.  That  called  Jardm 
Angkaa  is  bordered  by  a  triangular 
pond,  in  the  midst  of  which  rises  a 
pavilion  surrounded  by  water.  The 
«( Fontaine  de  Belle  Eau,"  which  gave 
the  name  to  the  palace,  rose,  it  is  said; 
within  the  garden;    but  tbe  source 
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has  been  lost  in  forming  the  artificial 
ponds. 

In  the  old  churcJi  of  the  village  of 
jfvon,  a  little  to  the  £.  of  Fontaine- 
bleau,  the  miserable  Monaldescbi  is 
buried»  at  a  spot  marked  by  a  small 
square  stone  near  the  benitier. 

Farther  to  the  £.,on  the  borders  of 
the  Seine,  at  Thomery,  are  grown  the 
fine  Chasselas  grapes,  called  Fontaine- 
bleau  grapes.  5000  or  6000  baskets  of 
them,  packed  in  heather,  are  sent 
down  the  Seine  every  week  in  au- 
tumn, to  supply  the  markets  of  Paris. 
The  vines  arc  trained  along  the  houses 
and  walls  of  the  village,  sheltered  by 
narrow  roofs  from  the  rain.  Even 
the  streets  are  vineyards,  and  every 
foot  of  wall  is  covered  with  vines. 

The  Sandstone  quarries  around  Fon- 
tainebleau  furnish  paving  stones,  not 
only  for  the  road  we  are  traversing,  but 
for  many  others,  and  are  transported 
in  vast  quantities  down  the  Seine  to 
Paris.  The  rock  sometimes  pre- 
sents very  pretty  groups  of  crystals, 
covered  over  with  fine  sand,  well 
known  to  every  mineralogist. 

A  steamer  goes  from  Valoin,  a 
village  about  2^  m.  from  Fontaine- 
bleau^  down  the  Seine  to  Paris,  a 
pleasant  yoyage. 

Travellers  may  gain   the   road   to 

.  Chalons  (  R.  106.)  from  Fontainebleau 

through  Moret  and  Fossard,  21  kilom. 

On  quitting  Fontainebleau  our 
road  passes  an  obelisk  ox  Pyramid, 
planted  in  the  midst  of  a  star  (^toile,) 
formed  by  the  divergence  of  1 1  roads ; 
among  them  those  to  Orleans,  to  Mon- 
■tereau,  and  to  Nemours,  the  last  of 
which  we  follow. 

For  4  or  5  m.  the  road  continues 
through  the  forest;  then  issues  out 
into  a  plain  of  sand,  amidst  which  the 
.traveller's  carriage  flounders ;  in  sum- 
mer enveloped  in  tormenting  dust,  in 
winter  sinking  up  to  the  axles  in  mud. 
Tbe  pavement  ceases  near 

17  Nemours,  a  town  of  3830  in- 
habitants, deriving  its  name  from  the 
wood   (nemora),    which    once   sur- 


rounded it.  There  are  some  remains 
of  the  old  casthf  the  residence  of  tbe 
Docs  de  Nemours,  of  tbe  line  of 
Savoy,  and  a  fine  church. 

Mirabeau  was  born  at  Bignon, 
near  Nemours,  in  1749. 

We  continue  by  the  side  of  the 
small  river  Loing  all  the  way  to  Mon- 
targis,  through 

IS  La  Croisiere. 

7  Fontenay. 

IS  Montargis  (/»7i«  ;  Poste: — H, 
de  Lyon),  a  town  of    7757  inhab- 
itants, on  the  borders  of  an  extensive 
forest,  at  the  junction  of  the  Canal  de 
Briare  with  that  of  Orleans,  by  the 
side  of  which  there  are  public  walks. 
The  casHle,  on  the  eminence  overlook- 
ing the  town,  originally  belonged  to 
the  family  of  Courtenay,  but  the  pre- 
sent edifice  was  built  by  Charles  V., 
and  for  a  long  time  formed  part  of  the 
domain  of  the  crown.     It  was  of  vast 
extent;  but  of  its  8  large  towers  only 
one   remains  ;   the   building   having 
been  sold,  in  1809,  to  a  d^molisseur 
for  60,000  fr.    Over  one  of  the  fire- 
places in  its  great  hall  (for  it  had  no 
less   than  6)   was  a  fresco  painting, 
representing  the  combat  between  **t1ie 
Dog  of  Montargis,**  and  the  murderer 
of  itsmaster,  Macaire,  which  issaid to 
have  taken  place,  in  the  presence  of 
Charles  VI.,  in  the  lists  of  the   lie 
Notre  Dame  at  Paris.  The  sagacity  of 
the  dog  had  indicated  the  spot  wher/e 
his  master  was  buried  in  the  forest  of 
Bondy,  as  well  as  the  murderer,  and 
the  king,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the 
laws  of  the  time,  directed  that  the 
cause  should  be  tried  by  a  duel  be- 
tween the  dog,  as  accuser,  and  the  ac- 
cused.   After  several  attacks,  the  d<^ 
seized  his  adversary,  who  was  armed 
with  a  club,  by  the  throat,  and  com- 
pelled him  to  confess  his  crime.     In 
1652,   tbe     Grand    Cond^,    then   a 
rebel  against  the  royal  authority,  ar- 
riving before  Montargis  with  a  small 
force,  summoned  it  to  surrender.    The 
magistrates     hesitated,     but    Cond^ 
taking  out   his   watch,   declared   h.e 
would  sack   the  town   and  slay  the 
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inhabitants  if  it  were  not  given  up  in 
an  hour.  This  produced  the  desired 
effect,  and  gave  rise  to  the  saying, 
*<qiie  M.  le  Prince  avait  pris  Mon- 
targis  avec  sa  noontre." 

The  country  in  which  Montargis 
lies  belongs  to  the  district  anciently 
called  Gatinois ;  it  has  little  interest 
The  road  is  carried,  in  a  straight  line, 
through  a  dull  district  to 

17  Nogent-sur-Vernifson. 

A  road  strikes  off*  from  this  to 
Gien  on  the  Loire,  (R.  52. )  whence  a 
steamer  descends  to  Orleans. 

About  5  m.  to  the  E.  lies  Chatillon- 
sur-Loing,  in  whose  ancient  castle  the 
Admiral  Coligny  was  born,  1516. 
A  fter  his  murder  on  the  Bartholomew's 
night  his  body  was  cut  down  from  the 
gallows  of  Montfaucon,  upon  which  it 
had  been  shamefully  hung  by  his 
Romanist  assassins,  and  conveyed  by 
his  cousin  Montmorency  to  his  wife, 
who  concealed  it  for  many  months 
before  she  could  venture  to  commit  it 
to  the  tomb  at  Chantilly.  Chatillon 
belonged  to  the  family  of  Condd. 

13  La  Bussi^re  has  a  handsome 
chateau  of  the  15th  century.  From 
the  summit  of  a  hill,  on  approaching 
Briare,  the  valley  of  the  Loire  bursts 
into  view :  the  pleasing  effect  of 
the  broad  winding  river,  and  its  vine- 
clad  banks  is  much  enhanced  by  the 
previous  barrenness  and  monotonous 
road. 

12  Briare  {Inn,  Poste),  a  town  of 
27S0  inhabitants,  on  the  rt.  bank  of 
the  Loire,  has  given  its  name  to 
the  Canal,  begun  by  Sully,  and  com- 
pleted 1642,  remarkable  as  the  first 
attempt  to  open  a  communication 
between  2  river  basins  by  means  of 
supplies  of  water  stored  up  on  the 
summit  level  (point  de  partage).  It 
runs  from  the  Loing  at  Montargis  to 
the  Seine  at  St.  Mamet,  thus  opening 
a  communication  between  Paris  and 
the  S.  and  centre  of  France. 

1 7  Neuvy.  Across  an  undulating 
country,  commanding,  from  time  to 
time,  peeps  of  the  Loire,  the  road 
proceeds  through 


14  Cosne,  where  there  are  iron 
forges;  and  a  little  way  above  which 
the  town  of  Sancerre  is  seen,  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river. 

15  Pouilly. 

13  La  Charit^  (Tnn,  La  Poste),  an 
ancient  town  of  5000  inhabitants, 
still  partly  surrounded  by  ram. 
parts,  flanked  by  watch  towers,  of  the 
14th  century.  It  is  said  to  have 
derived  its  name  from  the  benevolence' 
shown  to  travellers  by  the  Monks  of 
St. Benedict;  and  its  arms  are  3  open 
purses,  on  a  field  azure.  Its  church 
must  have  been  originally  a  fine 
building;  but  its  nave  is,  in  part,  des- 
troyed, and  the  aisles  and  other  por- 
tions modernised.  The  cftotr,  however, 
surrounded  by  pointed  arches,  on  light 
piers  with  elegant  capitals,  and  the 
front,  are  probably  as  old  as  the  latter 
part  of  the  12th  century.  There 
were  some  curious  bas-reliefs  over  the 
doors,  formerly  covered  up  by  hovels 
built  against  the  walls.  The  church 
was,  in  great  part,  destroyed  by  fire, 
1204,  and  was  restored  by  Phih'ppe 
Auguste. 

The  road  toBourges  here  crosses  the 
Loire  on  a  stone  bridge  (R.  103.); 
there  is  also  a  suspension  bridge.  A 
diligence  daily. 

At  La  Marche  are  ruins  of  a 
Romanesque  church,  which,  from  the 
rudeness  of  its  architecture  and  carved 
capitals,  is  probably  as^  old  as  the  lOth 
century.   Under  its  E.  end  is  a  crypt. 

IS  Pouges. 

There  are  mineral  springs  about  a 
mile  from  this. 

From  the  top  of  a  hill  surmounted 
in  the  course  of  th\k  stage,  a  fine  view 
is  presented  of  the  valley  of  the  Loire 
and  of  that  of  the  AUier,  vehich  joins  it 
a  little  below  Nevers ;  the  latter  rivef, 
however,  is  not  visible. 

At  Fourchambault  there  are  ex- 
tensive iron  furnaces  and  forges,  per- 
haps the  largest  in  France,  where  the 
iron  conservatories  in  the  Jardin  des 
Plantes,  the  arches  of  the  Pont  du 
Carrousel,  the  frame-work  for  the  roof 
of  Chartres  cathedral,  and  the  piers 
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for  the  bridge  of  Cubsac,  were  cast. 
They  employ  between  2000  aad  3000 
workmen. 

12  Nevers  {Inrij  H.  de  France),  an 
unprepossessing,  dirty,  but  ancient 
city  of  17,085  inhabitants,  chef  lieu 
of  the  department  Nievre,  formerly 
capital  of  the  Nivemois,  is  situated 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Loire,  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Nid?re.  It  is  men- 
tioned by  Caesar  in  bis  Commentaries, 
<<Noviodunum  oppidum  iEduorum, 
«d  ripas  Ligeris  opportuno  loco  posi- 
tum.'*  He  deposited  here  his  money- 
chest. 

The  oldest  eccle»astical  edifice  here 
is  the  Church  of  St,  £tienne,  in  the 
Romanesque  style,  and  very  plain, 
both  within  and  without,  probably  of 
the  11th  century.  It  is  entered  by 
descending  several  steps.  The  tran- 
septs are  separated  from  the  body  of 
the  church,  opening  below  in  a  wide 
arch  surmounted  by  smaller  arcades. 
The  date  of  the  foundation  of  this 
church  is  proved,  by  the  charter,  to  be 
1063.  St,  Sauveur,  near  tlie  Loire, 
another  Romanesque  church,  is  turned 
into  a  warehouse;  St,  Genest,  an 
example  of  the  Transition  into  the 
Pointed  style,  is  also  desecrated  into 
a  brewery,  and  is  possibly  pulled 
down  ere  this. 

The  Cathedral  of  St.  Cyr,  on  the 
hill,  somewhat  heavy  externally,  con- 
sists of  a  nave  and  choir,  built  in 
the  13th,  14th,  and  15th  centuries, 
with  an  apse  at  both  ends ;  that  at 
the  W.  is  Romanesque,  and  probably 
of  tlie  10th  century ;  beneath  it  is  a 
large  crypt.  The  nave  and  choir 
have  not  tiie  same  axes,  the  choir  in- 
clining perceptibly  to  the  1.  The 
tower  is  flanked  at  the  angles  by  colos- 
sal figures,  in  bad  taste.  The  deco- 
ration of  the  interior  is  praiseworthy  ; 
the  capitals  of  the  columns  exclusively 
sculptured  with  rich  foliage,  of  admi- 
rable workmanship.  AH  the  statues 
were  mutilated  at  the  Revolution. 
There  is  some  painted  glass  in  the 
choir ;  and  in  the  N.  transept  a  rich 
flamboyant  doonvi^,  leading  to  a  fau- 
France, 


ciful  spiral  staircase,  is  a  remarkable 
example  of  what  Mr.  Willis  calls 
<*  interpenetration,'*  or  the  running 
of  several  series  of  mouldings  into 
one  another :  these  complicated  inter- 
lacings  pervade  not  only  the  canopy 
of  the  arch,  but  even  the  pinnacles. 

TheHdteldeVille^tilaoon  the  height, 
facing  an  irregular  place,  formerly  pa- 
lace of  the  Dukes  of  Nevers,  built  by 
the  princes  of  the  line  of  Cleves,  is  an 
edifice  in  the  flamboyant  style,  retain- 
ing several  of  its  picturesque  turrets 
and  gables. 

One  of  the  old  town  gaiety  a  relic  of 
the  fortifications  erected  by  Pierre  de 
Courtenay,  Seigneur  de  Nevers,  at 
the  end  of  the  12th  century,  rebuilt 
1393,  still  exists  in  the  Porte  des 
Crotix,  black  with  age  and  dirt.  An., 
other  entry  into  the  town  is  by  a 
triumphal  arch,  erected  to  commemo- 
rate the  battle  of  Fontenay,  1746. 

Behind  the  H.  de  Ville  is  a  pub- 
lic garden,  formerly  the  park  of  the 
palace. 

Nevers  is  a  thriving,  busy  manu- 
facturing town;  its  manufactiures  of 
eartlienware  are  8  centui^es  old,  and 
employ  700  persons:  in  its  iron 
works,  chains,  and  cables  for  suspen- 
sion bridges  are  made ;  the  iron  used 
is  tliat  of  Berry.  There  is  a  rot/al 
cannon  foundery,  for  the  navy,  where 
125  pieces  are  cast  annually. 

The  road  crosses  the  Loire  by  a 
heavy  bridge  of  20  arches  on  quitting 
Nevers,  and,  leaving  that  river  on  the 
].,  proceeds  to  ascend  the  valley  of  the 
Allier,  its  tributary.  **  The  country, 
though  generally  fertile,  is  uninterest- 
ing. The  river  Allier  is  seldom  seen, 
concealed  as  it  is  by  trees,  in  the  flat 
valley  through  which  it  passes.*' 

12  Magny. 

11  St.  Pierre  le  Moutier.  Near 
this  is  a  large  pond. 

8  St.  Imbert, 

10  Villeneuve  sur  Allier  (Dept« 
Allier). 

12  Moulins  (Inns:  Poste:  — H« 
d*  Allier,  good  and  moderate),  a  cheer- 
ful town,  without  the  activi^  of  much 
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trade  or  commerce,  pleasftntlysituated 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  ANier.  it  is 
chef  Ken  of  the  D^pt.  Allter,  and  con- 
tains a  population  of  15,231. 

It  is  a  comparatively  modern  town, 
and  has  no  fine  buildings.  The  castle 
is  reduced  to  a  square  tower,  called 
La  Mai  Ca^e,  of  the  15th  century, 
and  some  buildings  erected  by  Cathe- 
rine de  M edicis. 

The  Cathedral  ofNdtreDame,  con- 
sisting of  a  small  choir  in  the  Florid 
style,  is  only  remarkable  ibr  its  very 
fine  painted  glass,  chiefly  of  the  16th 
century.  It  contains  an  old  painting 
bf  the  Virgin  and  Child,  the  two 
shutters  of  which,  now  detached  fVom 
it,  and  hung  against  piers,  bear  por- 
traits  of  Pierre  f .  ,Duc  de  Bourbon 
and  his  wife,  Anne  of  France,  attended 
by  their  patron  saints,  attributed  to 
^hirlandafo. 

In  the  Chapel  of  the  College  is  the 
ffionumentof  Henry  Due  de  Montmo- 
t«ncy,  who  sufTbred,  under  the  heavy 
hand  of  Richelieu,  for  having  con- 
Spired  against  him  and  his  master, 
Louis  XI 11.,  and  was  executed  at 
Toulouse,  1682.  His  widow,  Marie 
Orsini,  conveyed  his  remains  to  this 
chapel,  then  attached  to  the  Convent 
of  the  Visitation,  of  which  she  became 
superior,  spending  in  it  the  rest  at  her 
days.  The  monument,  attributed  to 
an  Italian  sculptor,  Agheri,  consists  of 
the  reclining  statue  of  the  duke,  in 
Roman  armour,  resting  on  his  helmet, 
with  his  duchess  beside  him  in  an  at- 
titude' of  grief  and  resignation ;  the 
expression  of  profound  sorrow  in 
her  countenance  is  perfect,  and  the 
draperies  are  very  beautifully  exe- 
cuted. On  either  side  is  an  allegorical 
figure.  Valour,  a  sort  of  Hercules, 
and  Liberality,  a  coarse  female.  The 
ikct  of  this  monument  being  in  honour 
of  a  man  beheaded  for  conspiring 
against  a  king  preserved  it  from  de- 
molition at  the  Revolution. 

Marshal  Villars,  the  opponent  of 
Marlborough,  aiid  Marshal  Berwick, 
iiatural  son  of  James  II.  by  Arabella 
Churchill  (Marlborough's  sister),  who 


won  the  battle  of  Almanza  from  the 
English  in  Spam,  were  both  bom 
here. 

The  watering  place  of  Boturlfon 
l^Archambanll,  a  town  of  SOI  7  inbabit>- 
ants,  frequented  on  account  of  its  mi- 
neral  waters,  is  about  19  miles  W.  of 
Moulins.  The  vraters  are  saline,  and 
are  supplied  by  a  hot  spring,  and 
another  cold;  called  Source  de  Jonxut. 
There  is  a  bath-house  in  the  middle  of 
the  town.  There  are  very  considerable 
and  picturesque  remains  of  the  ancient 
castle  of  the  early  Sires  de  Bourbon. 
Diligences  run  daily  from  Moulins  to 
the  Baths  in  summer,  and  the  road  thi. 
ther  passes  through  tSottv/gn^japoorvS.. 
lage  5  m.  from  Moulins,  containing  «a 
Mhey  Church,  which  is  one  of  the  mOst 
remarkable  Oothic  monuments  in  the 
province  for  size.  It  disf^Iays  different 
styles,  from  the  early  Romanesque  to 
the  latest  flamboyant,  the  oldest  parts 
dating  from  the  1  Ith  century,  the  more 
recent  from  1446,  when  the  church 
was  rebuilt.  Of  the  first  period  are 
probably  the  central  nave,  the  apses 
at  the  £.  end,  and  the  crypt  below  the 
choir.  The  nave  is  flanked  by  double 
aisles,  the  outer  ones  neariy  as  broad 
as  the  centre.  In  the  N.  aisle  is  a 
curious  bas-relief  in  the  ByzMHine 
style.  The  Charlie  Vieille,  on  the  S. 
side,  is  separated  from  the  choir  and 
transept  by  a  stone  screen,  beautifully 
carved  with  flamboyant  tracery.  It  en- 
closes the  monument  of  Louis  Due  de 
Bourbon  and  Anne  his  wife,  bearing 
their  recumbent  figures,  of  white  maiv 
ble,  sadly  mutilated  by  the  Revolu- 
tionists. A  recess,  or  niche,in  the  wall 
opposite  displays,  amidst  most  rich  de- 
corations of  flamboyant  tracery,  the 
word  **  Esp^rance,"  the  mottoe  of  the 
Order  of  the  Thistle,  founded  by  the 
Duke.  This  chapel,  the  greater  part 
of  the  choir,  the  vaults,  and  windows  of 
the  nave,  4  divisions  of  the  outer  S. 
aisle  of  the  nave,  -and  the  remains  of 
the  cloisters  on  the  S.  side  of  th^ 
chapel,  are  supposed  by  M.  Merim^e 
to  have  been  butlt^l441.  On  the  N: 
side  of  tberhoir  is  ^La  Ckapdle  Neuve^ 
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daoorHted,  akid  er^n  moiv 
Injvved  by  tbe  Vandals  of  93y  contiiii^ 
iog  tbe  tombs  of  Due  Charles^  and  his 
wife,  Agnes  de  Boin^gogne.  The  date 
of  this  chapel  is  somewhere  about  the 
9nd  of  tbe  1  Ah  or  banning  of  the 
16fli  centary. 

*  AIL.  persons "«^io  take  an  interest 
in  Gotiiic  architecture  should  ▼isk 
€k>uvii^  from  Monlins :  in  spite  of 
ats-nncUflftionSy  it  is  a  very  interesting 
church.  The  Aubcrge  de  la  Poste  is 
the  ancient  Priors*  pidaee.  At  St,  Me- 
ntfiof,  i^t  fiir  from  SouTigny,  is  an- 
other ancient  dnttd^  once  attsched  to 
a  Benedictine  abbey,  but  much  de- 
cayed* '  The  dtoiit  is  the  most  inter- 
ea&ng  portion,  and  a  good  example  of 
tlie  florid  Rvmanesqve. 

Some  cutlery,  of  an  inferior  kind,  is 
mad*  at  Moplins;  the  manufacture 
has  much  fallen  off. 
'  At  MoulJns'  die  very  interesting 
toad  Ihrdngh  the  Limagne,  Clermont, 
end  tbe  Volcanic  district  of  AuTergne, 
•triioes  off  up  tbe  Talicy  of  the  Allier 
<R.  109.).  IHXgence»  run  daily,  and 
»  MaUepotte  to  Clermont  and  Mont- 
filler.  It  is  possible  to  go  this  way 
to  Lyons,  by  Montbiison,  and  to 
Marseilles^  by  Le  PUy  and  St  Etienne, 
IJhough,  in  both  canes,  it  is  a  detour. 

Diligences  go  hence  also  to  Vichy 
(see  below).  No  one  will  quit  Moulins 
-without  thinking  of  Sterne  and  his 
'Maria.  The  scene  of  her  melancholy 
story  being  laid  here. 

*  14  Bessay. 

*  16  Varennes. 

'  10  St.  Gerard  le  Puy.  From  this 
a  road  turns  off  to  the  fashfonable 
watering  place  of  F&rAy,  on  the  Allier, 
61  -Kilom.  from  Monlins  ca  39| 
£ng.  m. 

Vichy,  Here  are  no  Inns;  every 
t>ne  Kves  in  boarding  houses ;  of  these 
there  are  6  or  8.  H.  de  Paris  is  most 
"frequented  by  Parisians :  H.  de  Cor- 
))eil;  ci'Til  people;  in  none  is  the 
accommodation  first-rate.  The  guests 
live  together,  taking  their  meals  in 
pnblic,  consisting  of  a  breakfhst  tl-la** 
iburchette  at  10,  and  dinner  at  5. 


Nobody  is  allowed  to  be  served  in  bis 
own  room,  unless  illness -prevent  bis 
appearance  in  public. 

Vichy  consists  of  an  <dd  town,  seated 
on  tbe  rt.  bank  of  the  AUier,  in  nowise 
remarkable^andof  a  new  external  quark 
tev,  or  soburb,  of  handsome  lodging^and 
boarding  houses,  connected  wkb  old 
Vichy  by  a  fine  pntmenadef  shaded 
by  avenues  of  plane  trees.  ■  This  is  the 
watering  place,  now  one  of  the  most 
frequented  in  France  ;^  and  here  rise 
the  mineral  tprings^  of  acidulous  alka- 
line water,  in  taste  resembling  soda, 
water,  their  principal  ingredients  hew 
ing  carbonate  of  soda  and  carbonic - 
add  gas,  and  their  peculiarity  ^  smaH 
quantity  of  iion,  in  proportion  to  these 
ingredients,  which  accompanies  them* 
They  operate  with  advantage  on  the-- 
digestive  and  urinary  organs,  and  sr^ 
efficacious  in  long  standing  stomadr 
disorders,  obstruction  and  enlarge- 
ment of  the  spleen. 

There  are  7  springs,  varying  in  tem- 
perature from  86°  to  1 1 1°  Fahr.  but 
differing  only  slightly  in  the  propoi^ 
tion  of  Uie  same  ingredients ;  S  of  theiii 
are  received  in  the  baik'kouie  {Bati' 
ment  Thermal)^  a  very  handsome 
building,  faced  on  tbe  ground  floor 
by  a  long  colonnade,  containing,  in  the 
upper  story,  a  cabinet  de  lecture  and 
ball-room ;  and  in  the  lateral  ranges 
7S  baths,  tolerably  well  appointed,  and 
4  douches.  The  principid  source,  or 
•the  one  most  used  for  drinking  and 
exportation  in  bottles,  is  that  called 
Grande  Grille.  The  water,  received 
into  stone  basins,  has  the  appearance 
of  boiling,. from  tlie  quantity  of  gas 
which  bubbles  up  through  it.  Tik 
season  begins  here  in  the  early  part  of 
May,  and  ends  by  the  middle  of  Sepi 
tember. 

The  routine  of  a  day  is  as  follows-^ 
As  early  as  6  the  crowd  assembles  ta- 
drink  the  waters,  which  takes  up  an 
hour  or  two  :  10  is  the  hour  of  break- 
fast :  to  tbis  succeeds,  after  an  interval , 
the  bath,  for  those  who  are  recom* 
mended  to  bathe,  each  individual  hav- 
ing his  hour  and  turn  marked  upon  a 
»2 
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card.  The  table^*hote  dinner  taies 
place  at  S ;  and  in  the  evening  the 
company  assemble  in  the  drawing* 
room  (salon)  of  the  hotel,  where  cards 
or  music  afford  resources  for  passing 
the  erening.  Precedence  is  deter- 
mined by  the  order  of  arrival,  those 
who  bare  been  longest  resident  occu* 
pying  the  upper  seats  at  table,  &c. 
There  are  occasional  balb  at  the 
rooms,  but,  as  the  physicians  are  mas- 
leirs  of  the  ceremonies,  they  begin  at 
8^,  and  usually  end  before  11 :  rak* 
ing  is  not  allowed.  Frequent  col* 
lections  (quetcs)  are  made,  at  the  in- 
stigation of  the  cure,  for  the  good  of 
some  diartty,  or  parish  school,  and 
the  poor*box  is  commonly  carried 
round  by  a  lady  and  gentleman. 

Hie  situation  of  Vichy  is  agreeable, 

but  not  striking,  in  an  open  and  highly 

cultivated    country,    the    celebrated 

Limagne  d'Auvergne  (&.  109.)  ;  in 

•^fact,  its  main  attractions  are  its  waters. 

Some  pleasant  excursianst  however, 
may  be  made  in  the  neiglibourhood, 
and  many  troops  of  dortk^s  are  kept 
for  the  use  of  the  guests. 

The  valley  of  the  Sickon  affords 
pleasant  walks  or  rides. 

M<H«  distant  expeditions  may  be 
made  to  the  Ch&teau  af^ffuU^  a  build- 
ing of  the  17ih  century,  now  dilajn- 
dated,  but  still  inhabited, and  retaining 
its  formal  garden  flanked  by  fosses. 
It  was  erected  by  Marshal  £ifiat,^  who 
was  ambassador  to  £ngland  to  nego- 
tiate the  marriage  of  Henrietta  Ma- 
ria with  Charles  I.,  and  father  of  Cinq 
Mars,  beheaded  by  Richelieu  at  Lyons. 

The  ctutie  lyf  Randan^  in  which 
Bayard  tarried  so  long,  paying  court 
Co  its  noble  Ch&teUame,  now  belongs 
to  Madame  Adelaide,  sister  of  the 
King  of  the  French,  who  has  become 
the  Lady  Bountiful  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

DiiUsenjiea  go  daily  to  Moulins,  on 
the  way  to  Paris;  to  Roanne,  on 
the  way  to  Lyons;  to  Clermont  (R. 


rhe  road  to  Lyons  has  now  quitted 


the  valley  of  the  Allier,  and  enters  on 
a  hilly  country.  The  mountains  of 
Auvergne  appearing  to  the  S.  W.,  and 
those  of  Forez  more  to  the  £.,  form 
fimtures  in  the  landscape. 

10  La  Paline...-/fm,  Poste;  said 
to  be  good.  (?)  Between  this  and  la 
Pacaudi^  the  road  traverses  a  hilly 
tract. 

The  road  crosses  a  deep  ravine  by 
a  very  lofty  bridge,  called  Pont  de  la 
VaUee,  shortly  before  entering 

7  Droituricr. 

7  St.  Martin  d'Estr6iux  i»  seated 
on  a  height,  in  the  midst  of  a  barren 
and  hilly  country. 

7  La  Pacaudiere.  Here  we  are 
once  more  in  the  valley  of  the  Loivet 
though  that  river  is  not  reiiched  until« 
after  passing 

11  St  Germain  rEspinaase^  we ar 
rive  at 

12  Roanne  {Inns:  H.  du  Centre; 
de  Flandres,  near  the  bridge),  a  town 
of  1 1,600  inhabitants,  deriving  imporr 
tanoe  from  its  situation  on  the  1.  bank 
of  •  the  Loire,  at  die  point  up  to 
which  it  is  navigable  against  the 
stream  as  well  as  downwards.  It  has 
a  great  transit  trade :  the  manufac- 
tures of  Lyons,  tlie  iron  and  coal  of 
St.  Etienne,  the  productions  of  the  S^ 
provinces  of  France,  and  the  imports 
from  the  Levant,  conveyed  hither  fram 
the  Rhone  by  railway  or  canal,  are 
transported  hence,  down  the  Loire,  to 
Nantes,  or  through  it,  and  the  Canal 
de  Briare,  to  the  Seine  and  Paris. 
There  are  also  considerable  manu- 
factures of  cotton  in  the  town  and  its 
neighbourhood. 

The  railroad  from  Roanne  to  SL 
£tienne  and  l^ons  is  described  in 
R.  119. :  it  is  very  inferior,  as  a  line 
«^  conveyMce,  to  those  in  the  vicinity 
of  Paris<  The  maileposte  to  MarseilL^ 
here  turns  out  of  our  road,  and  pro 
ceeds,  by  Montbrison,  to  St.  Etienne 
and  Valence.  (R.119).  The  Loire 
is  crossed  by  a  fine  new  stone  bridge 
on  leaving  Roanne,  and  the  road  pro* 
ceeds  across  the  plain  for  some  dis- 
tance parallel  with  the  railroad^ 
About  half  way  to 
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\^'  St.  Symphorien  en  Lay,  the 
aacent  ef  the  Montagne  de  Xamre 
begins.  The  ascent  has  been  made 
comparatiTely  easy  by  a  truly  Alpine 
road,  carried  up  in  a  series  of  zigzag 
terraces,  swc^ng  round  the  shoulders 
of  the  hills)  and  crossing  the  gorges  on 
handsome  bridges  of  masonry,  pro« 
tected,  at  the  sides,  by  stone  studs  like 
milestones. 

10  Pain  Boochain.  Near  this  is 
the  summit  of  the  Pass,  about  SOOaft. 
abore  the  sea.  You  reach  the  foot  of 
tbe  descent  at 

18  Tarare  (Jnn^  H.  de  TEurope ;  le 
Soleil),  a  wonderfully  thrinng  manu» 
fteturing  toiwn,  of  7763  inhabitants, 
seated  in  a  narrow  valley.  The 
weaving  of  mtwlms,  remsrkabte  for 
llieir  fineness,  is  the  stifle  branch 
of  manufacture,  and  it  is  calculated 
lihat  between  3  and  4  millions  of  pieces 
are  produced  annually.  It  is  said 
tfaat  as  many  as  52,000  persons  are 
employed  in  the  town  and  surround- 
ing country  OB  this  branch  of  industry. 
The  weavers  ply  their  trade  in  damp 
cellars,  which  are  nether  floored  nor 
warmed  by  fire,  in  order  to  keep  up 
the  rooiflture  necessary  for  weaving 
fine  webs,  and  to  prevent  the  breaking 
of  the  thread.' 

The  road  continaes  along  the  nar- 
KDW  valley  of  the  Tardine  f^r^  Tarare 
lo 

1 1  Arnas,  where  the  country  opens 

ODt. 

17  Saln^oy. 

A  few  m.  to  the  1.  of  the  road  is 
di0  copper  mine  of  Chessy,  which 
produced  the  beautiful  blue  ore  of 
oopper  so  well  known  to  the  mineral- 
ogist, but  it  is  now  abandoned. 

<<  As  you  appraacli  Lyons,  the  road 
becomes  extremely  fine,  and  imme- 
diately above  tlie  city  yoU  look  down 
Bpon  ity  extending  along  the  banks 
of  the  two  great  fiowing  riversy  sur- 
xoonded  by  an  amplutlieatre  of  hills. 
Handsome  country  seats,  gardens,  and 
vineyards  are  dotted  over  the  land- 
scape, bespeaking  the  wealth  and  pros- 
perity (in  a  mercantile  sense)  of  the 


district  *  As  the  town  is  entered,  by 
the  quay  of  the  Saone,  it  assumes  a 
most  picturesque  character,  the  grey . 
rough  rocks  forcing  themselves,  as  it 
were,  into  the  city,  protruding  be-, 
ween  the  lofty  houses, -~- a  singular 
nature  of  nature  and  art*  One  of, 
these  rocks  is  the  celebrated  «  Pierre 
Seise."     See  p.  368.— -jF.  P. 

15  Ltoms  (  French,  Ly on). •^/nnf  .* 
H.  del*  Europe;  the  best,  but  dear:  no 
table-d'hote ;  dinner  i  la  carte,  at  4 
or  5  fr.  It  stands  near  the  Saone 
and  Place  Bellecour,  and  commands 
a  fine  view.  H.  de  Province :  —  H« 
du  Pare;  cuisioe  good: — H.  dee 
Ambassadeurs.  There  is  no  teoJOi^ 
good  inn  here;  the  dirt  and  insects 
horrible* 

There  are  few  more  stately  cities^ 
in  external  aspect,  in  striking  sitiu 
ation,  seated  as  it  is  on  two  great 
rivers,  the  Rhone. and  Saone,  or  in 
the  lively  air  of  bustle  and  coofrr 
merce  diffused  through  its  interior^ 
than  Lyons,  the  second  city  of  France^ 
the  chief  seat  of  manufactures,  the. 
focus  where  the  commerce  of  the  North 
and  South  converges.  Its  population 
amounts  to  165,459,  including  ita 
suburbs. 

The  appearance  of  grandeur,  how* 
ever,  is  limited  to  its  quaia,  bridge% 
and  noble  rivers^  to  the  steep  and  com* 
manding  heights  of  Fourvierea  on  the 
rt.  of  the  Sadne,  and  to  the  two  Places 
de  Bellecour  and  Des  Terreaux ;  it  ia 
deficient  in  fine  streets,  and  long  open 
thoroughfiwes.  The  interior  is  one 
stack  of  lofty  houses,  penetrated  by. 
limes  so  excessively  narrow  and  nasty 
as  not  to  be  traversed  without  disgusts 

It  is  worth  the  stranger's  while  to 
remember,  as  a  clue  to  find  his  way 
through  this  labyrinth,  that  tlie  streets 
whose  names  are  written  on  black 
plates  run  parallel  with  the  course  of 
the  two  rivers,  those  on  yellow  plates 
at  rL  angles  to  them. 

Lyons  stands  on  both  banks  of  the 
Saone  and  Rhone,  but  the  largest  part 
occupies  the  tongue  of  land  between 
these  two  rivers,  extending  from  the 

&3 


366      R.  105. — Lyons.^N6tre  Doom  de Fourvieres.       SectV* 


fatighis  covered  by  the  populous  suburb 
of  La  Croix  Rousse,  the  residence  of 
the  silkoweavers,  and  the  hot-bed  of  in* 
surrection,  down  nearly  to  the  conflu* 
enee  of  the  riversi  towards  which  the 
quarter  of  Perrache  is  rapidly  spread- 
ing its  buildings.  On  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Rhone  are  the  Suburb  of  Les  Brot» 
teaux,  the  scene  of  revolutionary  exe^ 
cutione  and  of  Guillottiere  t  on  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Sa5ne,  the  suburbs  of  Vaise 
through  which  you  enter  l»yons  from 
Paris,  of  Fourvidres,  mounting  up 
the  face  of  a  slope  so  abrupt  as  scarcely 
to  be  accessible  for  wheel  carriages^  of 
St.  Iren^  behind  it,  and  of  St  G^rge, 
lower  down,  near  the  water*ude. 
Tbete  dry  topographical  details  will 
be  best  understood  when  the  traveller 
biS'  scaled  the  Height  of  Fourvi^Sf 
wliich  he  should  do  the  first  thing 
4rfker  his  arrival,  on  account  of  the 
--^ew  it  commands.  To  reach  it  you 
^iMss  between  tlie  Palaia  de  Justice 
^fed  the  cathedral,  ascending  4lie  steep 
and  narrow  streets  above  the  cathedral, 
io  foul,  filtliy,  and  stinking,  as  almost 
tt^  be  pestilential. 

<<  Thisisa  very  steep  hill  immedhtely 
in  'front  of  the  cathedral.  The  streets^ 
which  partially  cover  its  face,  are  prin- 
cipally inhabited  by  weavers,  and 
through  ef«ry  open  window  you  hear 
Ae  olick  of  the  looms,  and  see  the 
>bright  webs  upon  vHddi  they  are  em- 
l^loyed  in  gaining  their  dtfly  bread— *- 
if'  they  can.  They  are  wretchedly 
poor.  Amongst  them  are  very  many 
English,  who  are  in  the  lowest  state 
•of-  degradation,  imbibing,  in  addition 
to  their  own  vices,  all  the  eorjrup* 
lions  of  the  country  to  -which  they 
tiave  migrated,  without  adopting  any 
<€  the  better  parts  of  the-  French  cha- 
racter. They  are  wholly  witliout  re- 
Kgious  -In&tructiott.  The  very  excel- 
lent and  pious  Protestant  minister, 
M.  Monaud^  established,  at  >  his  own 
expense,  a  chapel^  in  which  he  caused 
Service  to  be  performed  in  English, 
but.  none  attended,  and  it  has  been 
itince  discontinued.'*— 'F.  P, 
v-You  pass  behind  the  huge  straggling 
hospital  of  Aniiquaiiles,  occupying  the 


site  of  the  Romas  palace  in  which 
Claudius  and  Caligula  were  bom,  nofr: 
assigned  to  the  iBceptton  of  600  pi^ 
tients,  the  most  miserable  wretches  of: 
this  populous  city,  afflicted  witli  mad* 
nesa  and  all  aorta  of  incurable  imd' 
disguating  diseases,  to  the  care  of* 
whom  27  Frdres  Hospitalieraaad  6^i 
Sflturs  devote  their  Uvea.    Up  nerrewi 
lanes,  as  s$eep  as  stairs,  partly  in  sigiag,: 
and  in  front  of  a  row  of  shops,  /in 
which  rosariea,  medals,  pictuiea,.  eaat/ 
dies,  and  wax  modeb  of  difierant  ^arm  ■ 
of  the  body   for^  suspenaien  in   the: 
churchy  are  diiqilayed  bW<>re4be  eyes  o£ 
devout  pilgrima,  you  reach    * 

The  ckvrdi  of  N4trt  J}ame  de. 
Fourvieres,  recently  refwired  and  tm^t 
larged,  but  only  remarkable  for*  ^er 
quantity  of  exvotoa,  paintings,  &o.  ,witb 
which  its  walls  are  covered,  offered:  ta> 
the  altar  of  the  miracle-working  figure^ 
of  our  Lady  of  Fourvieres.  It  is  aeatedi 
onthe  very  summit  of  the  hill,  andis  aaid^ 
to  occupy  the  site,  and  retain  the  namty) 
of  the  Roman  JFomm  Vetu^  built  by» 
Ttajan.  Nmnereus  but  inconsiderable' 
Reman  remains  have  been  brought^ 
light  on '  the  hill,  the  principal  beka^ 
a  fragment  of<  an  amphitheatre  ^  and 
aqueduct*  Close  beside  the  dnifth-a^ 
speculator  has  built  a  tvwer,  byi^a|r> 
of  observatory,  680ft.  above  the  Saoiie, 
and  either  from  it  or  the  temice  besidar 
it  a  most  magnificent  view  may  bil 
obtained*  The  city  of  liyona  i^pttra 
unrolled  as  a  map  beneath  your  feMp 
including  the  two  noble  rivera  visible 
(tiearly)  to  their  junction,  the  Sa^e 
crossed  by  8  bridges,  the  Rhone liy'ds 
.  or  4.  ■  Beyond  it  stretch  fields,  plaihis,^ 
and  hills  dotted  over  vritfa  coontry 
houses,  and  the  distance  iscleaed  (in» 
dear  weather)  by  the  snowy  peak'of 
Mt,  JBktnc,  >  nearly  100  m.  •  off*,  this*' 
being  one  of  the  farthest  points  from) 
which  it  is  seen.-  More  to  the  S.  the. 
Alps  of  Dauphin^  the  mountaina  oft 
the  Grande  Chartreuse,  and  the  Montr 
Piles  appear. 

-  In  the  faubourg  St.  Ir^nde,  behinc^ 
Fourvieres,  is  the  diurch  ^Si.  Irin^Bf 
an  unintereeting  modern  building,, 
but  erected  on  the  grave  of  that  saint 
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and  martyr,  and  upon  subterranean 
vaults,  in  which  St.  Polycarp 
praached,  at  the  age  .of  86*  and  where 
it  is  said  the  early  Christians  .met  ibr 
prayer,  and.  were  afterwards  massacred, 
tiy  order  of  Septimius  Severus^  a,  n. 
202.  In  the  midst  of  this  crypt,  an 
ancittot  Romanesque  building,  resting 
on  plain  columns,  is  a  sort .  of  well, 
down  which  the  bodies  were  thrown, 
until  it  overflowed  with  the  blood 
^  the  9000  martyrs,. for  such  is  the 
number  reported  to  have. fallen,  ac- 
cording to  the  legend;  and  a. recess  is 
^led  with  their  bones. 
.  The  upper  church  was  destroyed, 
and  the  crypt  much  injured,  by  the 
(lalvinists,  15G2. 

.  The  Oaiiedral  of  Si,  Jean  BapUste, 
on  the  rt>  ba^k  of  the  Saun/e,,  has  4 
towers,  two  of  which  flank  the  W. 
fronts  and  2  more^  massive  but  shorter, 
form  the  transepts,  llie  W.  front  is  the 
piofrt  recent  part,  not  having  been  comr 
pletad  until  the  reigp  of  .Louis  XX. : 
Its  bas-reiiefs  and  statues  are  curious, 
but  they  have  sufiered  from  the  Cal- 
vinisticiconoclasts.of  the  16th  century; 
These  injuries  .have,  usually,  but  un* 
justly,  been  attributed  to  the  infi»mous 
Baron  des  Adrets,  since  he  was  pot 
in  Lyons  at  the  time  when  they  were 
perpetrated.  "  The  greater  portiou 
of  the  cathedral  is  of  the  age  of  St. 
X«ouis;  but,  though  Gothic,  the  atten- 
tive observer  will  remark  some  curious 
imitations  of  Roman  ornaments,  par- 
ticularly in  an  incrusted  band  or  frieze 
of  red  and  white  marble,  composed  of 
masques  and  foliage,  copied  from  tlie 
antique,  with  considerable  exactness, 
runninground  the  principal  apse.  The 
iMunled  glass  windows  are  remarkably 
fine.  The  centre  tower,  which  opens 
lata  the  cross^  contains  a  rose  window, 
which  produces  apeculiarly  good  effect 
la  a  side  aisle,  on  the  floor,  stands  the 
once  celebrated  clock,  mf^e  or  built 
by  Nicolas  Lippeus  of  Basle  in  1508, 
It  is  very  much  like  that  at  Strasburg, 
exhibiting  various  processions  of  little 
^ures,  the  courses  of  the  sun  and 
moon,  and  the  like ;  but  it  is  quite  out 


of-  repair  ;  and  to  be  called  in  action 
it  requires  the  administration  of  half  a 
franc  to  the  sacristan."  (^F.  P. )  «  The 
clerestory  presents  an  interesting  series 
of  .windows,  giving,  in  order,  the  gra? 
dations  from  plain  lancets  and  circlea, 
without  foliation,  or  even  a  contain- 
ing arch,  to  tlie  perfect  muUioned 
window  with  flowing  tracery  **(^Petit\ 
a  good  lesson  for  the  student.  Th^ 
Bourbon  chapel^  built  by  the  cardi- 
nal Bourbon  and  his  brother  Pierre  de 
Bourboo,  the  son-in-law  of  Louis  XL^ 
is  jremarkable  for  iis  ornaments,  prin^ 
cipally  flowers  and  foliage  of  the  mos^ 
delicate  sculpture.  Amongst  them 
the  thistle  or  ch9>rd(mv&  r^eatedlyiu* 
troduced;  a  pun  or  rebus,  allusiv^ 
to  the  cher^don^  which  the  king  ;ha4 
made  to  Pierre  in  the  gift  of  hif 
daughter." 

"  The  see  of  Lyons,  the  religious 
metropolis  .  of  tbe  .Qauls,  ascends 
to.  the  era  of  ti^cv  priflpitive  churchi 
its  founders  having  been  St.  Fothit 
nus,  an  Asiatic  Greek  in  the,  2nd 
century,  and  St.  Irenseus,  disci* 
pies  of  the  apostles,  both  of  wham 
suffered  martyrdom  here, .  Before  the 
Revolution,  the  cathedral  enjojed 
many  high  privil^ges.^  Tl^e  canons 
had  the  title  of  Counts  of  Lyons:  and 
in  the  service  many  ^ancient  usages 
are  regained  ;  amongst  others,  yellovi^ 
or  native  wax  alon^  was  used  for  tha 
tapers,  and  no  instrumental  music  was 
allowed;  Adjoining  the  cathedral  is  a 
building,,  part  of  the  ancient  archie* 
piscopal  palace^  which  seems  to  be  ot 
the  9th  oentury»  According  to  popular 
opinion,  Becket  lodged  here ;  but,  as  i|: 
is  not  known  that  he  visited  Lyons^ 
though  Anselm  did,  the  two  archr 
bishops  may  ha.ve  been  easily  con- 
founded ;  several  anthems  and  hymns 
yet  sung  in  the  cathedral  are  said  tQ 
have  been  composed  and  set  to  musip 
by  Becket*'— i^.  P.  , 

On  the  quai,  a  little  above  the  ca- 
thedral, opposite  the  Pont  Seguin^ 
destroyed  by  the  flood  of  1840,  is  the 
new  Palais  de  Justice,  a  handsome 
building,  faced  with  a  colonnade  c^ 
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24  Corinthian  pillars.     Baltard  is  the 
architect. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  Saune, 
about  \  mile  lower  down,  at  the 
end  of  a  street  running  up  from  the 
Pont  d'Ainay,  is  tlie  Church  of  the 
Abbey  of  Ainay,  a  very  remarkable 
monument,  both  of  Pagan  and  Chris- 
tian antiquity.  «  The  centre  of  the 
cross  is  supported  by  4  ancient  gra- 
nite columns,  supposed  to  have  be- 
longed to  the  altar  erected  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Rhone  and  Saone 
(which  originally  met  close  to  this 
church))  in  honour  of  Augustus,  who 
resided  for  3  years  at  Lyons,  by 
the  60  nations  of  Gaul^  In  the 
representation  of  that  altar  existing 
on  medals,  there  are  only  2,  placed 
on  either  side  of  the  altar,  each  sup- 
porting a  statue  of  Victory ;  but  these 
lofty  columns,  each  of  a  single  shaft, 
having  been  cut  in  two,  now  form 
the  4  supports,  of  somewhat  low 
proportions,  to  the  central  lanthorn.*' 
The  measurements  of  the  diameter  of 
the  sections  in  each  pair  show  how  they 
were  joined.  Their  capitals,  an  imi- 
tation of  the  Corinthian,  are  medi- 
aeval. The  original  capitals  were 
Ionic.  The  church,  as  a  building, 
was  in  existence  before  937  (its 
foundation  as  a  monastery  was  much 
earlier),  and  these  are  possibly  of 
that  sera.  The  outer  tower  is  pro- 
bably Carlovingian ;  but  the  building 
has  recently  been  restored,  in  some 
parts  awkwardly,  so  as  to  prepare 
much  perplexity  for  the  antiquarians 
who  are  yet  unborn.  Beneath  the  sa- 
cristy are  the  dungeons  in  which  Po- 
thinus  and  Blandina  were  immured 
previously  to  their  martyrdom.'* 

**  The  sufierings  of  these  witnesses 
for  the  truth  rest  upon  a  document 
of  great  authenticity,  the  Epistle  of  the 
Churches  of  Vienne  and  Lyons  to 
the  Brethren  in  Asia  and  Phrygia. 
Pothinus,  chosen  bishop  of  Lyons, 
and  then  90  years  of  age,  was  sent 
back  into  this  dungeon,  where  he  ex- 
pired after  two  days*  confinement.  For 
^Blandina,  who  was  a  converted  slave, 
greater  tortures  were  reserved.    After 


being  scourged  and  exposed  to  the 
fire  in  an  iron  chair,  she  was  exposed 
to  the  beasts  in  the  amphitheatre. 
These  events  took  place  during  the 
persecution  under  Marcus  Antoninus^ 
the  implacable  enemy  of  Christl* 
anity,  a.  n.  177. 

These  dungeons  are  most  gloomy 
cells,  without  Hght  or  air,  below  tlie 
bed  of  the  adjoining  river.  The  aper- 
tures by  which  they  are  entered  are 
so  low,  that  you  must  creep  into  them 
upon  hands  and  knees,  lliey  adjoin 
a  crypt  which,  until  the  Revolution, 
was  used  as  a  chapel :  traces  of 
Roman  work  are  here  distinctly 
seen. 

**  The  middle-age  name  of  Ainay 
is  Athenaeum,  and  most  of  the  his- 
torians of  Lyons  are  unanimous  in 
supposing  that  it  is  built  upon  the 
site  of  the  Athenceum  founded  by 
Caligula,  and  the  buildings  of 
which  joined  to  or  included  the  Au- 
gustan altar.  It  was  a  school  of 
debate  and  composition,  in  which 
pleaders  competed  for  the  prize. 
Great  honours  were  bestowed  upon 
the  successful  competitors ;  but  those 
who  failed  were  liable,  according  to 
the  statutes  of  the  Imperial  founder, 
to  the  most  severe  and  humiliating 
punishments — to  be  chastised  with  a 
ferula  or  thrown  into  the  river,  and 
to  obliterate  their  own  compositions 
by  licking  them  out  with  the  tongue: 
hence  even  the  most  gifted  would  ap- 
proach the  altar  with  trepidation  and 
fear"  (F.  P.),  and  hence  the  line  of 
Juvenal  — 
"  Palleat,  ut  nudis  presiit  qui  calclbos  an- 

Aut   Lugdunensem    rhetor   dicturua  ad 
aram.*' 

Some  otlier  remarkable  churches, 
&c.  have  been  spared :  — Saint  Niader, 
a  splendid  example  of  the  flamboyant 
Gothic.  The  bosses  of  the  arched 
roof  are  curiously  pointed.  The 
portal,  in  the  style  of  the  Renais- 
sance, is  a  work  of  the  architect  Phi- 
libert  Delorme,  in  tlje  16th  century. 
Several  hundred  of  the  insurgents  in 
the  insurrection  of  1834  were  pur- 
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sued  within  the  walls  of  this  church 
bj  the  soldiery,  and  killed  there. 

8€d,nt  Pierre  haa  a  curious  Carlovin- 
gian  portaU  in  perfect  preservation, 
though  barbarously  coated  with  oil 
paint 

The  Church  of  the  Cordeliers  is 
strikingly  monastic. 

The  square  called  Place  des  Ter~ 
reaiix,  one  side  of  which  is  occupied^ 
by  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  and  another  by 
the  Museum,  or  Palais  des  Beaux 
Arts,  was  the  scene  of.  the  execution 
of  Cinq  Mars  and  De  Thou :  <*  they 
perished  on  the  scaffold,  the  one  like 
a  Roman,  the  other  like  a  saint," 
thus  atoning  for  their  share  in  a  con- 
spiracy against  the  unrelenting  Car- 
dinal Richelieu.  Here  also,  in  1794, 
the  guillotine  was  erected,  and  ac- 
tiyely  kept  at  work  until  the  square 
became  so  flooded  with  human  blood, 
that  the  Terrorist  chiefs,  fearing  to 
rouse  the  sensibility  of  the  people,  re- 
sotved  on  a  wholesale  massacre,  by 
musquetry  and  grape,  in  the  Brotteaux, 
on  ^e  other  side  of  the  Rhone. 

The  H6telde  ViUe  (1447-55),  with 
its  lofty  roofs  and  bold  projections,  is 
not  unworthy  of  tlie  ancient  consulate, 
who,  before  the  Revolution,  were  a 
most  influential  and  useful  magistracy, 
though  much  reduced  in  authority  by 
Henri  IV.  In  this  building  sat  the 
Revolutionary  tribunal  which,  under 
Cballier,  before  the  siege  of  Lyons, 
and  after  it  under  Couthon,  CoUot 
d*Herboi8,  and  Fouch^  despatched 
80  many  thousand  victims  to  perish 
by  the  guillotine  and  the  fusilade. 
Collet  d'Herbois,  the  chief  of  these 
tyrants,  had  been  an  actor,  and,  in 
Uiat  capacity,  had  been  hissed  ofi:*  the 
ptage  of  Lyons.  He  vowed  vengeance 
against  the  town,  in  consequence  of 
this  affront,  and  amply  did  the  savage 
glut  his  desire  for  it. 

The  Palais  des  Beaux  Arts,  or  Mu- 
seum,  in  the  ancient  convent  of  Saint 
Pierre,  contains  some  very  remark- 
able specimens  of  Roman  antiquity. 
A  Taurobole,  or  square  altar,  5  feet 
high.  **  The  Bronze  Tables  containing 


the  speech  made  by  Claudius  when 
Censor,  in  the  Romansenate  (a.  n.  48), 
on  moving  that  the  communities  of 
GalSa  Comata  should  be  admitted  to 
the  privileges  of  the  citizenship  of 
Rome,  an  act  of  the  highest  national 
importance.  They  are  beautifully 
cut,  and  the  letters  are  as  sharp  and 
as  legible  as  if  they  had  just  issued 
from  the  engraver's  hands^  In  these 
engravings  we  have,  probably,  the  very 
words,  or  composition,  of  Claudius 
himself.,  They  were  discovered  in 
the  year  1528,  on  the  heights  of  St. 
Sebastian,  and  were  first  placed  in  the 
Hotel  de  Viile." 

"  Claudius  was  born  at  Lyons  on  the 
very  day  when  the  altar  of  Augustus 
was  consecrated.  Tacitus  has  given 
the  speech  very  faithfully  in  substance, 
but,  treating  the  emperor  as  all  clever 
reporters  do  their  subjects,  he  has 
condensed  and  improved  the  language 
of  the  speakers.  There  are  some  evi- 
dent mistakes  in  the  engraving  or 
cutting  of  the  inscriptions,  of  which 
the  letters  are  very  beautiful,  such  as 
RVSVS  for  RVieSVS,  and  some 
Arcbseisms,  such  as  the  termination 
DIVOM  for  DI V  FM.  As  a  com- 
position, the  speech  is  business-like 
and  solid." 

<<  In  contemplating  a  relic  of  this 
description  in  the  city  to  which  it 
belongs,  we  become  sensible  how  much 
of  its  interest  would  be  diminished 
by  depositing  it  in  any  situation  out 
of  its  proper  locality.  A  very  fine 
mosaic  pavement  representing  the 
games  of  the  Circus,  in  which  the 
Spina,  and  the  gates  whence  the  cha- 
riots started  for  the  race,  are  fully 
given,  was  found  at  Ainay,  1800. 
Several  other  pavements  were  found 
in  or  near  the  city,  including  one  of 
Orpheus  and  the  Beasts,  brilliant  in 
colour,  with  many  sepulchral  and 
other  inscriptions.*' —  F,  P. 

The  legs  of  a  bronze  horse,  dis- 
covered in  the  bed  of  the  Saone,  are 
remarkable. 

In  the  Picture  Gallery  are  several 
paintings   of   celebrated  masters.— r 
a  5 
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fSttro  Ptrugino :  The  Ascension, 
the  heavenly  choir  in  the  sky,  the 
Aptwtles  and  Virgin  below ;  one  of 
the  best  works  of  the  master ;  given 
tO'the  city  by  Pope  Pius  VII.  Ru- 
irnnt :  St  Francis,  St.  Dominic,  and 
the  Virgin,  interceding  for  the  world, 
i^ainai  which  thd  Saviour  is  about  to 
launch  his  thunder ;  finely  Coloured, 
but  coarse,  proArae,  and  offensive  in 
the  composition.  The  Adoration  of 
the  Ma^.  Spagnoletto :  St.  Francis 
itfker  Death,  as  placed  in  tilie  tomb  by 
Gregory  IV. ;  the  ghastly  glare  of 
tite  eye  and  rigidity  of  the  frame  are 
truly,  but  somewhat  painfully,  repre- 
Anted.  Carracci:  Thfe  Baptism  'in 
the  Jordan.  A  portrait  of  a  canon 
tff  Bologna,  (rt/^dno  .*  The  Circum* 
^rion.  Tenters  :  St.  P^er  delivered 
ftom  the  Prison,  or  rather  soldiers 
gaming  in  the  guard-house;  for  what 
is  called  the  subject  is  rendered 
merely  an  accessory.  Pentgino  .*  St. 
Gregory  and  St.  James.  A,  Durer  (?  )  .* 
The  Emperor  Maximilian  and  the 
Empress.  A  Portrait  of  Jacquart, 
inventor  of  the  silk  loom  named  after 
Idmi  by  Bonnefonds.  Portrait  of 
Mignardt  by  himself.  Portrait  of 
William  1 1 1,  of  England.  Fan  Heem. 
A  View  of  the  Rock  and  State  Prison 
•f  Pierre  Seise,  now  destroyed,  is 
eurious. 

A  school  of  design  is  established 

here  as  well  as  an  academy  of  the 

vine  arts.     The  productions,  judging 

.  ^  least  from  two  exhibitions,  are  not 

^4lbove  mediocrity* 

In  one  of  the  apartments  are  placed 
the  busts  of  some  of  the  illustrious 
natives  of  Lyons,  as  Philibert  De- 
k»rme,  architect;  Bernard  JussieUi 
the  botanist;  Jacquart,  inventor  of 
the  silkrloom ;  Sucbet,  marshal  of 
France ;  Poivre,  governor  of  L'lle  de 
France,  who  introduced  pepper* 

The  Museum  of  Natural  Huiory  is 
Tery  <rreditable  to  the  town,  by  its 
extent ;  and  most  useful  and  instruct 
tive  to  the  student,  by  its  estcellent 
Sjfstemattc  arrangeTnent,  according  to 
orders,  families,  genera.  It  is  to- 
lerably well  ailed  in  all  the  depart- 


ments  of  natural  history  ;  but  wherd  * 
specimens  of  a  genus  are  wanting, 
the  place  is  supplied  by  a  drawing. 

Among    the  minerals  are   a  very 
complete  and  valuable  series  of  m^er- 
hies,  antique  and  modern,  of  Italy, 
France^  &c.  ;  a  suite  of  the  blue  and 
green  copper  ores  fratd  the  mine  of- 
Chessy,   on  the  -  Sd^ei  >ti0w  aban- 
^donedt  they  oost;  8iOO  frttncs.     Th«' 
raineralogical  •  and  geological  topo-^' 
grapby  of  France   is  illustrated  in  a- 
Collection  of  rocks  and  fdssih  hotA- 
the  different  departments.  > 

"  ThtBU>liothiqueFubliquet&  thebest: 
provincial  collection  in  FVanoe.  Tho': 
consulate  of  the  city  took  great  pridef 
in  this  institution^  which  was  originalljr 
annexed  ib  the  college.  It  contains 
nlany  manuscripts,  and  about  8(^000^ 
printed  volumes;  Amongst  them  artf 
many  valuable  and  all  but  unique  a]ti<- 
cles  of  the  early  printers, — the  delight' 
and  despair  of  the  bibliomaniac.  Dur- 
ing the  siege  of  Lyons  in  1793,  the  H« 
brary  suffered  greatly  from  the  bom- 
bardments and  the  cannonade  to  whicb 
the  city  was  exposed.  The  roof  of  the 
library  was  beat  down,  large  heaps  ol 
the  books  were  covered  by  the  mbbishi 
and  it  might  have  been  wished  that 
they  could  have  continued  so  during 
the  reign  of  the  Convention.  Somtf 
were  carried  to  Paris ;  others  stolen* 
The  foregoing  were  at  least  preserved 
for  literature.  But  the  library  waa 
turned  into  a  barrack,  the  National 
Guard  lighted  their  fires  and  boiled 
their  coffee  with  the  volumes,  which 
they  employed  in  preference  to  any^ 
other  combustible ;'  and  a  Juge  de  Put 
in  a  different  canton  caused  a  cart-load 
to  be  brought  to  him  every  decade 
for  the  same  purpose  ;  for,  said  he> 
they  ar^  all  books  of  devotion,  and  we 
do  not  exactly  seek  truth  in  the  agfe 
of  reason.** 

The  Limoges  Enafttels  belonging  to 
M.  Didiers-  Petit,  form  one  of  the  finest 
collections  of  the  kind  in  France. 

In  the  suburb  of  Vaise,  on  the  rt^ 
bank  of  the  Saone,  i>A  the  line  of  the 
old  fortifications,  and  just  above  the 
road  leading  to  Paris  and  Chalons^ 
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rite  tb0,  scanty  YenuuAS  rof  tbeeso 
carped  rock  of  IHerre  Seises  or 
•noise,  ^  called  from  its  having  been 
cut  through  by  Agrippai.in  order  to 
9{i«a  a  :  military  road*  It  is  novr 
iiaed  as  a  quarry,  and  the  proprietors 
are  destroying  the  picturesque  and 
beautiful  b^  whplesale.  Upon  this  roc]^ 
8tOod  a  castle*  fqrm«rly  tjha  , dwelling 
of  the  ArcbbishopSf-  and  of  which  the 
central  tower  vvas  renuurkable  for  its 
nyncupetry.  It  wa^  demolished  during 
tbff  Revolution,  ,  perhaps  in  ,  conse- 
quence  of  the  odiufli  whidi  it  acquired 
bgr  ^vii^  ^b?9n  anciently  .employed  as 
a  state  prison,  and  also  because  it  was 
offensive  to  the  iuhabitantis  from  its 
domineering  over  the  town.  In 
this  castle. Xudovico  Sfprsa,  called 
Moro,  was  confined,  by  I^ouls^XIL; 
be  was  aft^w^ds.romovpdtothexrastle 
pf  Loches^  where,  be^ng  occasional  ly 
confined  in  an  iron  page^  bs  sank 
under  the  misery  that  be  sustained. 
So  closely  was  he  incarcerated,  that 
the  ez^ct  time  of  his  d^ath  is  un- 
](|iown  ;  some,  writers  place  it  in  1 508 , 
Others  in  15ia  (See  R.  50.) 
..  Here  also  Card.  Richelieu  .  shut 
up  M.  de  Cinq  Mac^,  for  conspiring 
•gainst  bis  fiutliority,  aqd  correspond- 
ing with  Spain,  ajnd  de  Thou,  the  son 
pf  the  historian,  for  not  betraying 
(be  conspiracy. 

'  Farther  on,  i^pon  the  opposita  (1.) 
fa^k  of  the.  Saonety  is  ,aa  antique 
i^astle,  surmounted  by  a  lofty  tower, 
called  T.owr  da  la  fielU  AUemande, 
from  a  tradition  of  a  German  damsel 
being  immured  in.  it  while  her  beloved 
wa»  shut  up  in  Pierre  Seise.  He,  -as 
Jh^  story  goes,  haying  escaped,  by 
Reaping  into  the  Saone,  was  swimming 
jscxoss  the  river  to  join  her,  when  he 
was  pejTceived  by  the  castle  guard,  and 
$bot  at  the  foot  of  the  tower. 

"  The  charitable  institutions  ofLyons 
mre  numerous.  The  principal  one  is 
the  Sdiel  Dieu^  on  the  quay  facing 
the  Rhone,  between  the  Font  de 
r  Hotel  Dieu,  and  Pont  Guilloti^re;  it 
is  the  most  ancient,  perhaps,  now  sub- 
sisting in  Francis  having  been  founded 


by  -  Childebert  and  •  Ultrqgotfaa,  his 
queen >  The  present  edifice,  built  by 
Soufflot,  has  a  splendid  new  front* 
The  plan  of  the  building  is  that  of  a 
cross,  and  it  is.. arranged  upon  thp 
Panopticon  principle.  An  octagon 
altar  is  placed  under  the  central  dome* 
From  this  .the  wards  radiate,  and  the 
crucifix  and  the  officiating,  priest  cai) 
be  seen  from  every  bed  in  the  hos« 
pital.  The  chambers  are  very  lofty 
and  spacious.  Amongst  other,  at* 
tendants  are  150  sisters  of  cbarity,!*^^ 

This  buildii^  was  destroyed  dur/^ 
ipg  the  fatal  siege  of  1793,  when  filled 
with  wounded,  by  shells  and  red-hot 
shot  i  a  black  flag,  hoisted  upon  tho 
building  to  avert  the  deadly  shower,, 
seemed  only  to  «^tract  towards  it  a, 
larger  sliare  of  the  fire »  and  afuer  the^ 
flames  ^ad  been  in  vain  extinguished 
42  times,  it  was  finally  consumed. 
From  an  inscription  discovered  not 
long  since  in  a  courtyard  of  the 
Hotel  Dieu,  (once  a  Protestant  burial 
ground,)  it  would  seem  that  Mrs.  Tem- 
ple, daughter  of  Toung,  author  of  the 
Night  Thoughts,  who  died  at  Mont- 
pellier,  1736,  was  actually  buried 
here.  By  the  archives  in  the  H.  de 
Ville,  it  appears  that  729  livres  were 
paid  for  permission  to  inter  her. 

On  the  quay  of  the  Rhone,  below 
t^e  Pont  Guillotiere,is  the  still  larger 
Hospice  de  la  Chariti* 

The  place  JBeUecouVi  one  of  the 
largest  squares  in  Europe,  perhaps 
too  iarge,  covering  nearly  15  acresi 
ornamented  in  the  centre  by  a  statue 
of  Louis  XI  v.,  has  been  rebuilt  since 
1793-4.  On  the  capture  of  Lyons 
by  the  republicans,  the  total  annihila- 
tion of  the  town,  and  of  all  its  chief 
buildings,  public  and  private,  which 
had  escaped  the  red-hot  shot  and  the 
shells  hurled  against  it,  to  the  numr 
ber  of  11,000  shot  and  27,000  shells, 
during  a  bombardment  of  several 
weeks,  were  decreed  by  the  National 
Convention,  in  order  to  humble  the 
pride  of  the  Lyonnais.  The  demo- 
lition of  tlie  houses  of  the  Place  Bel- 

a  6 


S73 


JRouielOB.'^Lsfons^^Mauacre.         Sect  V. 


lecour  was  directed  by  Couthon,  who, 
borne  on  a  litter,  on  account  of  ill- 
ness, gave  the  signal  by  striking  on 
the  door  of  each  condemned  house,  re* 
peating  the  words,  *<  Je  te  condamoe 
a  dtre  demolie  au  nom  de  la  loi.**  A 
mob  of  discharged  workmen  and 
oAers  of  the  lowest  classes  then  has- 
tened to  carry  into  effect  these  com- 
mands.  Lyons,  the  chief  manufac- 
turing town  of  Franco  was  reduced 
to  a  heap  of  ruins,  and  the  expense 
of  merely  pulling  down  amounted  to 
700,000/. ,  a  sum  krger  than  that  which 
built  the  H6tel  des  Invalides  at  Paris. 
Thus  was  fulfilled  the  decree  of  the 
Montagne,  that  **  Lyons  should  no 
longer  exist/*  that  **  even  its  name 
should  be  effaced,*  and  that  of  «  Com- 
mune Affranchie  "  substituted.  This 
decree  enacted  also  that  a  column 
should  be  erected  on  its  ruins  to  bear 
these  words, 

"  Lyon  fit  la  Guerre  i  la  LIbert§, 
Lyon  n'est  plus." 

The  Siege  ofLyom^  which  preceded 
this  wanton  razing  of  the  town,  was 
undertaken  by  the  National  Conven- 
tion, to  punish  and  bring  back  to  their 
side  the  people  of  Lyons,  who,  irri- 
tated by   the  vexations,  and  horror- 
stricken  by  the  tyranny,  of  the  club  of 
Terrorists,  and  the  municipality,  had 
risen  up   in  arms  against  them,  and 
made  prisoner,  tried,  and   executed 
their  president,  the  infamous    Chal- 
lier,  a  Savoyard,  and  once  an  abb^. 
60,000  troops  were  collected  from  all 
quarters  against  this   devoted  town, 
whose  defence  was  intrusted  to  about 
30,000  of  her  citizens,  who  cheerfully 
manned  the  walls,  resolving  that  their 
oppressors  should  not  capture  the  place 
without  marching  over  piles  of  ruins 
and  heaps  of  dead.     After  an  heroic 
resistance  of  63  days,  during  whicli 
acts  of  the  utmost  bravery  and  scenes 
of  the  direst  misery  were  exhibited ; 
after  all  |he  surrounding  heights  had 
been  gained  by  the  enemy;  and  30,000 
persons  had  perished  within  the  walls, 
famine  began  to  arrest  the  power  of 


all  farther  renstance,  and  the  town 
was  yielded,  Oct  9.  1793. 
'  TheiS^i&ur6^P«rraoA«,  between  the 
Saune  and  Rhone,  receives  its  name 
from  the  architect  who  conceived  and 
executed  the  plan  of  removing  the 
confluence  of  these  rivers,  whieh^ 
before  1770,  took  place  a  little  be- 
low the  church  of  Ainay,  to  its  ac- 
tual situation.  He  effected  this  by 
strong  embankments;  and  the  greater 
portion  of  the  land  thus  gained  is 
either  built  over,  or  is  prepared  ftx 
building.  Here  is  situated  the  ter* 
minus  of  the  railroad  to  St  EtieRne^ 
(R.  118.) 

Until  the  commencement  of  the 
present  century,  the  Rhone  merely 
skirted  the  city,  and  Lyons  may  be 
said  to  have  been  confined  to  its  rt. 
bank  ;  or,  as  Grey  in  his  letters  hw- 
morously  describes  the  confluence, 
<*  the  Saone  goes  through  the  middle 
of  the  city  in  state,  while  he  (the 
Rhone)  passes  incog,  outside  the  wall^ 
but  waits  for  her  a  little  below.'* 

Since  that  time  the  1*  bank  of  the 
Rhone  has  been  covered  over  widk 
houses,  forming  the  suburbs  of  Brot^ 
teaux  and  Guillotidre.  In  the  Brat' 
teaux,  at  the  extremity  of  the  street 
called  Avenue  des  Martyrs,  a  monu- 
mental chapel,  in  the  form  of  s 
pyramid,  perpetuates  the  memory 
of  the  miserable  victims  of  one 
of  the  worst  atrocities  of  the  Revo- 
lution. After  the  siege  and  capture 
of  Lyons,  as  narrated  above,  the 
guillotine  proved  too  slow  an  in- 
strument of  slaughter  of  the  accused 
or  suspected  victims  condemned,  with 
or  without  cause,  to  suffer  by  the  man- 
date of  the  revolutionary  tribunal. 
The  bloodthirsty  and  infamous  tynrnt, 
Collot  d'Herbois,  therefore  conducted 
the  prisoners,  by  60  at  a  time,  under  the 
escort  of  soldiers,  to  a  field  beside  the 
granary  of  La  Part  Dieu.  Here, -with 
their  hands  bound  behind  their  backs, 
they  were  fastened  by  ropes  to  a  cable 
attached  to  arow  of  willows ;  and  at  the 
end  of  the  line  two  cannons,  loaded 
with  grape  shot,  were  so  placed  as  to 
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enfilade  tbe  wbole.  At  the  first  dit^ 
charge  few  fell  dead ;  a  second  and 
tiitrd,  directed  against  the  poor 
ifrretcties,  mutilated,  wounded,  and 
deprived  of  their  limbs  a  great  num^^ 
ber,  but  left  tbe  greater  part  still 
alive,  rending  the  air  with  tb«;ip- 
agonising  shrieks,  so  that  the  soldiers 
were  obliged  to  finish  the  work 
with  their  swords  or  the  butt  end 
of  their  musquets.  So  laborious  was 
the  task,  and  so  imperfectly  perform- 
ed, diat  some  were  found  breathing  12 
hours  after,  when  their  bodies  were 
covered  with  quicklime,  and  tlirown 
into  a  hole  for  burial.  These  heart- 
sickening  massacres  were  repeated,  by 
the  aid  of  grape-shot  or  musquetry 
fired  by  platoons  of  soldiers,  until  the 
number  of  victims  amounted  to  2100. 
Collot  d*Herbois  and  Fouch^  looked 
on  while  these  deeds  were  done ;  and 
the  former,  when  informed,  on  one  oc- 
casion, that  a  band  of  prisoners  alxMit 
to  be  led  forth  to  death  exceeded 
by  two  the  number  condemned  for 
execution,  replied,  '*  Qu*importe  ? 
Vila  passent  aujourd'hui,  ils  ne  passe- 
ront  pas  demain.** 

The  miscreant,  Collot  d'Herbois, 
exiddng  in  his  atrocities,  forwarded 
from  time  to  time  to  Paris,  reports  of 
his  proceedings  to  tbe  Convention, 
from  which  these  are  extracts.  Ue  says 
of  himself  and  colleague,  <*  The  sword 
(^  the  law  is  falling  on  the  cons^ 
rators  at  the  rate  of  30  at  a  time; 
that  they  have  already  despatched  200 ; 
and  they  were  occupied,  in  the  most 
unceasing  manner,  in  the  discharge  of 
.  their  functions.*' 

Three  days  after  he.  writes, 

f  *  I  send  you  a  second  list ;  the 
number  now  amounts  to  300.  A  more 
gvand  act  of  justice  is  preparing ;  400  or 
500,  with  whom  tlie  prisons  are  filled, 
are  one  of  these  days  to  expiate  their 
crimes;  the  stroke  of  powder  shall 
purge  them  from  the  earth  by  a  single 
discharge." 

At  tbe  extremity  of  the  suburb  of 
La  Guillotiere  is  an  ancient  castle 
called  Chateau  de  la  Motte,  in  which 


Henry  IV.  was  married  to  Marie  de 

Medicis. 

The  Bridget*  There  are  4  over,  the 
Rhone :  —  the  Pent  Morandf  of  wood, 
opposite  the  Place  des  Terreaux,  lead- 
ing to  Les  Brotteauxy  named  after  its 
architect,  who  perished  by  the  hand 
of  the  revolutionary  assassins;  JPont 
LtfayeUe  (formerly  de  Charles  X.),  of 
wood,  on  stone  piers;  Pont  deFHUd 
DieUf  a  suspension  bridge  ;  Pont  de  in 
GuUlotiiref  between  the  Hotel  Dicu 
and  La  Charity  leading  to  .the  Place 
Bdlecour,  is  of  stone,  5S9  yitrda  long : 
it  is  the  oldest  of  all  the  bridges,  its 
foundation  being  referred  to  Pope 
Innocent  IV.,  11 90,  though  no  part  of 
the  present  structure  is  of  that  age. 
The  high  road  to  Savoy  passes  over  it. 
A  very  curious  silver  buckler,  bearing 
a  representation  of  the  Continence  of 
Scipio,  in  relief,  was  found  at  the  base 
of  one  of  its  piers. 

The  bridges  over  tbe  Saone,.  b&> 
tween  L'lle  Barbe  and  La  Mulati^re, 
are  10  in  number,  or  rather  were,  for^ 
by  tlie  inundation  0^1840,  4  were  de* 
stroyed,  and  2  others  seriously  injured. 
The  principal  are  Pont  de  TUsit,  a 
beautiful  stone  bridge,  leading  ftom 
tbe  Place  Bellecour  to  the  Arche- 
veche ;  tbe  Pont  Seguin,  a  suspensioo 
bridge  (destroyed  1 840),  named  after 
its  engineer,  opposite  the  Palais  de 
Justice ;  and  higher  up,  tbe  Pont  du 
Change^  an  old  stone  bridge. 
'  The  Inundatiofu  of  October  and 
November  1840  were  the  most  Cstal 
in  the  records  of  tbe  city.  The  Saone, 
usually  regarded  as  a  placid  stream, 
submerged  tbe  suburb  of  Vaise,  de- 
stroyed nearly  half  its  houses,and  over- 
spread nearly  the  entire  city  between 
it  and  the  Rhone,  from  the  Place  des 
Terreaux,  which  escaped^  downwards : 
the  Places  Bellecour  and  Des  Celes- 
tins  became  lakes,  and  most  of  tbe 
streets  canals.  In  three  places  the 
waters  of  the  Saone  forced  a  passage, 
through  the  midst  of  the  city,  into  the 
Rhone,  cutting  a  deep  bed,  owing  to 
the  rupture  of  the  dyke  of  the  'iete 
d'Or.     The  entire  suburbs  of  Guillo* 
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ti^  and  Jjn  Brolteaiu  were  covered 
by  the  swollen  waters  of  the  Biioae, 
wblch  spfe^sd  over  the  country  to  a 
distance  of  1^  m.  from  its  banks,  de- 
stroying 450  houses.  The  grand  in- 
crease of  the  Rhone  began  on  the 
t7th  October,  but  abated  on  the  Slst ; 
that  of  the  Saone  continued  until 
Nov.  5.  It  was  calcuUted  that  the 
Quantity  of  rain  which  fell  during 
7  days  preceding  this  catastrophe 
equalled  that  usually  distributed  over 
7>month8. 

The  Quartters  des  Capucinsy  be^r 
tween  the  Place  des  TerreauK  and 
G|oix  Roussey  and  of  St.  Clair,  are 
cfaieAy  inhabited  by  rich  capitalists  and 
manirfacturers.  llie  f<»iner  stre^hes 
up  the  foot  of  the  hill  of  Croix  Rousse, 
separated  from  the  faubourg  of  that 
luuBe  by  a  line  of  antiquated  ramparts 
and  bastions* 

Thefirti/icaHons  qflA^ya*  consist  of 
a  numl>er  of  detached  fcwts  crowning 
the  heights  of  St.  Croix  and  Four* 
fibres,  oa  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Sa6ae» 
and  of  Croix  Rousse,  above  the  suburb 
of  tiiat  name ;  and  the  circuit  is  conu> 
pleted  by  7  other  forts  built  round  the 
faubourgs  Brotteaux  and  Guilloti^re. 
They  owe  their  origin  to  the  fearful 
insurrections  of  the  workmen  and 
others^  which  took  place  as  a  oonse«> 
^ence  of  the  July  Revolution  in 
1831  and  1834;  and  are  at  least  as 
much  designed-  to  repress  intestine 
l;evolt  as  to  withstand  invasion  from 
without.  The  chief  work,  the  Fwi 
Moniestcu^  is  so  constructed  that  its 
guns  entirely  command,  and  could 
level  with  the  dust,  the  Jkubotirg  of  La 
Crcix  Rouue,  the  St  Antoine  of 
Xtyonsy  a  moral  volcano  teeming  with 
turbulence  and  sedition ;  while  a  for- 
iified  barrack  on  the  Place  des  Ber- 
nardines  separates  it,  at  will,  from  the 
rest  of  the  dty.  From  this  faubourg 
issued,  in  1831  and  1834,  the  armed 
Insuigents  who  for  several  days  held 
possession  of  the  town,  having  ex^ 
pelled  the  military,  until  an  army  could 
be  assembled  large  enough  to  put  them 
down,  which  was  only  effected,  with 


gntet  loss  of  life.  Ind«e^  in  thsaa 
recent  revolts  (for  they  were  far  toa 
serious  to  faU  under  the.oanie  of  riota)^ 
Ihia  ill-starred  and  ill-conditioned  city 
experienced  a  renewal  of  many.of  the 
horrors,  the  bloodshed,  and  misery  of 
ti}e  first  Revolution.  Many  workmesi 
were  obliged  to  quit  the  towa  fon 
their  shave  in  these  disturbances,  .and 
settled  in.  Switzerland. 

The  Croix  Rousse  is  principalljE 
inhabited  by  silk  weavers, .  who  live 
in  densdiy-crowded*  narrow  atreetSy 
where  12  to  20  jGunilieaare  piled,  tnA 
above  another,  in  the  lofty  bouses* 
•  SUk  is  tho  staple  manufacture  of 
Lyons;  in  the  extent  of  it  she  8ur«> 
passes  every  other  town  of  Europe* 
The  manufacture  of  silk  was  first  esta« 
bUshed  in  Lyons,  us  the.  year  1450. 
In  variety  of  design,  in  taste,  in  ele^ 
gancr  of  pattern,  and  in  certain,  co* 
loucs»  the  manufacturera  have  a  supe» 
riorjty  over  the  £nglish.  <'  They,  can 
work  25  per  cent,  cheaper;  but  the 
hand-loom  weavers  of  Lyonaare  nearly 
as  ill  off  as  those  of  Spiialfielda«"^ 
Xotf^.  There  areno.hugefisctoriea 
here ;  the  master,  instead  of  having 
a  certain  number  of  workmen  con- 
stantly employed  in  his  own  premises* 
merely  buys  the  raw  material, .  .and 
gives  it  out  to  be  manufactured  by  the 
weavers,  dyers,  &c.,  at  their  own 
houses,  by  themselves  and  their  fami* 
lies*  The  p^tems  are  produced  by 
draughtsmen  (generally  a  partner  of 
the  master  manufiacturer),  and  the 
laying  or  preparing  of  the  pattern 
(mise  en  carte)  is  the  province  of.  jBn» 
other  artiste.  There  are  about  31,000 
silk  looms  in  and  about  Lyons.  The 
silk  weavers  are,  bodily  and  physically, 
an  inferior  race ;  half  the  young  men 
of  an  age  for  military  service  are 
exempted,  owing  to  weakness  or  de« 
formity.  Of  late  manufactories  d 
cotton,  hardware,  &c,  have  been  es* 
tablished  in  Lyons:  it  .is  idso  the 
centre  of  money  transactions  with 
Switaerland  and  Italy. 

The  ConseU  des  Prudhommet  is  a 
commercial  tribunal,  composed  partly 
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of  masters,  partly  of  mebi  designed 'to 
settle  dilutes  respecting  wages,  and 
such  matters,  between  the  two  cliisses, 
lind  between  masters  and  apprentices, 
in  a  spirit  of  oonciliatioo*  It  is  of 
immense  service,  and  exists  in  other 
AmnufiMrturing  towns,  and  might,  per- 
iMipB,  be  imitated  with  advantage  in 
Kn^nd.  Every  workman  is  pro* 
▼ided  with  a  <<  tivret  de  bonne  con* 
duite,*'  in  which  particulars  of  his 
aMffity,  industry,  and  condact  are  en- 
leMd  from  time  to  time,  so  that  it 
say  yes  as  a  |>assport  forhim  when  in 
want  of  work,  provided  it  shows  -a 
good  and  steady  character. 
'  The  CondHian  des-  Soies  is  an  esta- 
bHshraent  in  which  the  quality  and 
goodness  of  raw  silks  brought  hither 
for  sale  is  tried,  by  exposing  them  to 
heat,  at  a  tempenituve  of  7^°to  77^ 
Fahrenheit,  for  13  or  24  horn,  after 
baWng  been  moistened.  The  weight 
of  the  silk  is  then  ascertained,  and 
marked  by  a  sworn  estimator,  and 
fraud  is  thus  prevented. 

There  are  several  Theatres j  the  chief 
one  behind  the  H.  de  Vitlo,  another 
in  the  Place  des  C^estins,  which 
Aboonds  with  co^s. 

The  JPosi  Office  is  in  the  Place 
Bellecour. 

OrnnHtues  traverse  the  town  from 
end  to  end ;  and  cabriolett  and  fiacres 
stand  in  the  Places  des  Terreaux  and 
de  Bellecour,  and  on  the  Qiuai  de  Rets. 

Cbnveyaneeg. 

Mcdfeposte,  Lyons  to  Paris  daily  in 
34  hours. 

Diligences,  daily;    4  to   Paris  (2 
morning,  2  evening)  in  60  faonrs  in 
aummer,  72  in  winter;  to  Turin,  by 
-Chambery  in^  38  hours ;  to  Aix  les 
Bains  $  4  to  Marseilles  in  2  days ;  to 
Strasburg,  by  Lons  le  Sauhiier,  Be* 
flan9on,   Belfort,    Colmar;'  to  Cler- 
mont, by  Montbrizon,  to  Grenoble. 
.     RaOroad    to  St,  Btietme.     Office, 
Place  Bellecour,  whence  omnibuses 
.go  to  the  terminus  in  the  Qnartier 
Penrache.  Trains  3  times  a  day.  (Ste 
Route  118.) 

Steamen  on  the  Rhone   start  for 


Viemie,  Valence,'  Avignon,  and  Aries,! 
every  morning  at  4  or  5  a .  u», from  the 
Quai  on  the  lUione.  (  See  Route  1 25.  > 

Steamers  on  the  Sadne,  for  Cbelons, 
evefymOming,  starting  from  the  Quai 
(Route  106.),  from  4  to  6  ▲.  m. 

The  environt  of  Lyons  are  correctly 
described  by  Gray :  "  the  hills  around 
are  bedropped  and  bespeckled  with 
country  houses,  gardens,  and  plantar 
^ns  of  rich  merchants  and  bourgeois. " 
These  villaB  are  much  more  -nuaier4 
oos  than  in  l^e  vidntty  of  Paris.. 

<<  Vile  JBarbe,  an  island  in  the 
Saone,  above  Lyons,  nearly  ^nnround- 
eji-  by  escarped  rocks,  and  oannected 
with  the  banks  of  the  river  by  a  wire 
bridge,  is  celebrated  as  having  been 
the  liiequeeC  residence,  of  Cliarie^ 
magne  f  end  at  the-  upper  octremity  k 
a  species  of  watch-tower,  on  which, 
according  to  traditsen,  the  emperor 
sat  and  centempKaled  his  Paladins^ 
heading  bi»  anny,  as  it  marched  akmg 
the  banks  of  the  river.  This  castle 
seems  not  older  than  the  15th  cen« 
tury  ;  and  a  chapel  on  the  island  datea, 
probably,  from  the  12th.  Many  cu» 
rious  antique  fragments  ere  dispersed 
in  the  island.  At  Easter  and  Wfait«> 
suntide,  the  good  folks  of  Lyons,  ridi 
and  poor,  visit  the  Isle  of  Saint  Barbe, 
widi  the  object  of  a  pilgrinaage  by 
carriage^  horse,  and  foot,  to  the  ncaf» 
est  points  of  embarkation.  The  i» 
land  is  then  filled  with  gay  particsy 
eating,  drinking,  and  dancing;  and 
more  especially  in  the  <  WauxfaalK'^' 
^F.  P. 

A  few  Historical  Notices  of  Lyons. 
—  The  ancient  city  of  Lyons,  the 
Roman  Lufgiunwm^  founded,  accord* 
ing  to  Dion  Cassius,  by  Munatius 
Plancus  (b.  c  40.),  occupied  the 
heights  of  Fourvidres.  Here  Au* 
gustus  and  Severus  resided.  Here 
still  exist  traces  of  the  vast  AqueducM^ 
constructed,  it  is  said,  by  the  soldiers 
of  Marc  Antony,  -when  his  legions 
were  quartered  here,  to  supply  the 
town  with  water  from  the  distant 
mountains  of  La  Fores.  It  may  be 
still  traced  for  miles,  crossing  the  val- 
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\tg%  on  arches,  of  which  the  most 
considerahle  remains  are  at  Bioimat 
(6  arches),  Chapponost,  Chardonniers, 
and  Oallins* 

Remains  of  Agrippa^s  4  greet 
roads,  which  met  at  Lyons,  radiating 
thence  to  the  Pyrenees,  through  the 
CeTennes,  to  the  Rhine,  to  the  Ocean 
through  Picardy,  and  to  Marseilles, 
may  also  l)e  traced. 

The  settlement  of  the  early  Chris- 
tians, and  the  persecutions  Uiey  en* 
dured  in  the  2d  and  Sd  centuries, 
have  been  alluded  to  in  pp.  S67, 368. 

Lyons  was  possessed  and  governed 
by  its  archbishops,  who  held  it  by 
grant  from  the  Emperor  of  Germany, 
during  the  ISth  and  part  of  the  ISth 
century,  and  was  not  restored  to  the 
French  crown  until  the  reign  of 
Philippe  le  Bel. 

The  silk  manufacture  was  estab- 
lished here  in  the  middle  of  the  15th 
century  by  Italian  refugees,  and  was 
neariy  ruined  by  the  revocation  of 
the  Edict  of  Nantes,  which  dispersed 
most  of  its  best  workmen  to  SpitaU 
fields,  Amsterdam,  Crefeld,  &c. 

The  events  which  occurred  at  Lyons 
during  the  first  Revolution  have  been 
detailed  at  p.  372. 

In  1815,  Lyons  threw  open  its 
gates  to  Napdieon  on  his  return  from 
Elba ;  the  troops  intended  to  defend 
it  liaving  at  once  deserted  the  stand- 
ard of  the  Bourbons,  to  gather  round 
the  tricolor,  in  spite  of  the  exertions 
of  the  Comte  d'Artois  and  Marshal 
Macdonald  to  keep  them  to  their  duty. 


ROUTE  106. 

7ARIS  TO   LYONS.  ROUTE   DE    BOUE- 

GOGNE  BY  SENS,  AUXEREE,  ARNAT 
LE    DUG,  CHALONS  SUE   SAONE,   AND 

\     MACON.  DESCENT    OF  THE  SAONE* 

— •  CHALONS  TO  LYONS. 

466  kilom.  ^  289  Eng.  m. 

Matteposte  (4  places)  daily  in  33 
ours,  returning  in  37  hours. 

Diligences  daily  in  41  hours  to 
Chalons,  and  8  or  10  thence  to  Lyons. 


Tliis  route  has  the  advantage  over 
that  by  Moulins,  that,  by  taking  the 
diligence  no  farther  than  Chalons,  you 
may  enjoy  a  night's  rest  there»  perfoms 
the  rest  of  the  journey  by  water,  and 
yet  readi  Lyons  as  soon. 

The  traveller  desirous  of  visiting^ 
Fontaineblean  on  his  way  to  Lyons 
may  follow  R.  105.  as  far  as  that  idace» 
and  then  strike  off  into  thh  road  at 
Fossard. 

The  best  point  to  quit  Paris  on  this 
route  is  by  the  Barri^re  de  la  Gare, 
and  the  road  along  the  S.  or  1.  bank 
of  the  Seine,  crossing  that  river  just 
above  the  confluence  of  the  Mame. 

7  Charenton,  a  village  of  1900  in- 
habitants, where  the  road  to  IVoyes 
(R.  144.)  strikes  off  to  the  I.  Two 
of  the  detached  forts  intended  to 
defend  Paris  guard  the  passage  of  the 
Seine  here,  one  on  each  bank.  At 
Alfort,  through  which  our  road  passes^ 
is  a  large  Veterinary  College. 

The  large  building  at  Charenton  is 
a  lunatic  asylum. 

10  Villeneuve  St.  George. 

The  road  passes  through  the  forest 
of  Senars,  consisting  chiefly  of  plan- 
tations of  copse,  cut  down  in  rotation 
for  fuel.  In  the  midst  stands  an 
obelisk  which  led  to  a  ch&teau  of 
Louis  XVIII.,  now  pulled  down. 

13  Lieusaint 

13  Melun  (^Iwiy  H6te]  de  France), 
a  town  of  66S2  inhabitants,  chef  Ilea 
of  the  D^partement  Seine  et  Mame. 

11  Chatelet. 

8  Panfbu. 

«The  traveller  who  'approaches 
Montereau  firom  the  side  of  Paris 
involuntarily  halts  on  the  summit  of 
the  heights  of  SurviUe,  which  over- 
hang the  town  on  the  N.,  to  gaze  on 
the  lovely  scene  which  lies  spread  out, 
like  a  map,  beneath  his  feet:  he  would 
do  well  to  remember  that  there,  beside 
the  little  cross  adjacent  to  the  chateau, 
stood  Napoleon  during  the  last  and 
not  the  least  of  his  many  victories,  in 
Feb.  18th,  1814.  On  the  evening  of 
the  17th,  the  French  troops  assembled 
in  imposing  masses  on  these  heights. 


C. .  France.     Bouia  106.— Pori^  to  Lyont^^MomJbereau.      377 


(which  they  had  gained  only  after  a 
severe  conflict)  and  which  commanded 
the  bridge  and  town .  beneatb«  The 
artillery  of  the  guard  was  pUced  on 
either  side  of  the  road  near  the  cross, 
and  the  emperor  took  his  station,  in 
person,  amidst  the  guns,  to  direct  their 
£re^  for  the  enemy  still  held  the  town. 
Such  was  his  eagemesa  to  annihilate 
the  dense  masses  of  the  enemy  crowd- 
ii^  over  the  bridge  that  he  himself, 
resuming  his  old  occupation  of  a  gun- 
Xifst^  with  his  own  hand,  as  at  Toulon, 
levelled  and  pointed  a  cannon  upon 
them.**— ^incm.  The  allies  were  so 
hotly  pursued  hy  the  French  euiras- 
aiers^.  that  they  were  driven  over  the 
Seine,  and  out  of  Montereau,  having 
barely  time  to  blow  up  the  bridge  over 
the  Yonne,  which  checked  the  pursuit 
in  the  direction  of  Sens. 

Montereau. ia  a.  town  of  41 53  in- 
liabitants,  occupying  a  pleasing  situ- 
ation, and  one  most  advantageous  for 
commerce,  at.  the  junction  of  the  two 
navigable  riven  the  Seine  and  Yonne. 
The  most  coi»iderable  part  lies  on  the 
L  bank  of  the  Yonne.  Both  rivers 
aire  crossed  by  bridges,  and  the  one 
over  tiie  Seine  (or  rather  an  older 
bridge  in  the  same  situation)  was  the 
scene  of  the  murder  of  Jean  Sans 
Peur  Duke  of  Buigundy  in  the  pre- 
sence and-  liy  orders  of  the  Dauphin 
(afterwards  Charles  VI L),  during 
a  conference,  between  them,  and  In 
spite  of  the  precautions  which  had 
been  resorted  to  of  erecting  double 
barricades  to  divide  the  persons  of  the 
2  princes.  The  blow  was  struck  by 
Tanneguy  du  Cbastel.  The  confer- 
ence was  designed  to  hring  about  a 
zeconciliation,  in  order  that  the  two 
parties  might  combine  to  resist  the 
invasion  of  France  by  Henry  V. 

Steamerg  ply  on  the  Seine,  between 
Montereau  and  Paris. 

14  Fossard. — Inth  La  Poste;  to- 
lerably good.  The  road  ascends  the 
pleasant  and  fertile  valley  of  the 
Yonne. 

8  Villeneuve  la  Guiard.— Jnn,  H. 
de  la  Soudie,  tolerable. 


12  Pont  sur- Yonne,  pleasantly 
situated  on  green  banks,  fringed  with 
tall  poplars  and  silvery  willows. 
The  country  is  full  of  vineyards;  and 
a  larger  proportion  than  ordinary  of 
the  chateaux  of  the  old  noblesse  seem 
to  be  in  existence  near  the  diurches  of 
the  villages,  or  peeping  over  the  trees. 

12  Sens.  (Hotel  deTEcu;  fairly 
good).  This  ancient  capital  of  the 
Sennones  is  now.  but  a  small  city, 
containing  9279  inhabitants.  It  is 
remarkably  clean,  vrith  little  beckg 
of  water  running  through  the  streets, 
supplied  from  a  stream  called  the 
Vanne,  which  falls  into  the  Yonne 
hard  by.  The  cathedral,  dedicated  to 
St  Stephen,  is  one  of  the. finest  of  its 
style,  early  and  pure  Gothic,  resem- 
bling Canterbury ;  it  is  now  under- 
going a  thorough  repair.  The  tracery 
in  front  of  the  transepts  is  the  per- 
fection of  flamboyant  detail.  The 
painted  glass  deserves  peculiar  atten- 
tion. It  was  executed  by  Jean  Cousin, 
a.  native  of  Soucy,  a  village  near 
Sens,  who  attained  great  excellence  in 
this  branch  of  art.  The  colouring  is 
extremely  harmonious.  The  tomb  of 
the  Chancellor  du  Prat  has  escaped- 
the  general  destroction,  and  it  also  has 
been  carefully  restored.  There  is  also 
a  monument  to  the  dauphin,  spn  of' 
Louis  XV.  In  the  Treatury,  among 
other  curious  relics  are  shown  the  vests 
and  mitre  of  Ttiomas  i  Becket,  his 
alb,  girdle,  stole^  maniple,  and  cha- 
suble, to  all  appearance  genuine ;  tliey 
have  been  lately  repaired.  He  fled  to 
Sens  1164,  when  he  escaped  out  of 
England  from  the  wrath  of  Henry  II. 

The  altar  of  St,  Thonuu  is  said  to 
be  the  same  at  which  Becket  per- 
formed his  devotions,  and  is  very  an- 
cient.  He  resided  while  in  this  city 
in  the  Abbeif  of  St.  Columbe,  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  Sonirs  de  I'Enfance  de 
J^us. 

At  Vallery,  12  m.  to  the  W.  of 
Sens,  the  Grand  Cond^  is  buried  in 
the  Ckwrch^  which  contains  a  costly 
monument  of  marble.  The  Ch&teau 
was  designed  by  Philibert  Delorme. 
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TIm  ««/Zt  of  BtMy  which,  oa  the 
south  side,  extend  in  a  straight  un- 
broken llueti  exhibit  in  the  lower  por* 
tfoiiB-  some  magnificent  remains  of 
Roman,  some  say,  Gaulish  masonry. 

An  open,  chalky  country  follows, 
till  you  reach 

14  VilleneuYe  le  Roi,  a  remaxk** 
idily  pretty. and  peculiar  town,  with 
much  scope  for  the  use  of  the  pencil 
and  sketch  book.  The  principal  street 
is  termioated  by  a  gate-  at  each 
end,  of  feudal  times,  yet  appsfently 
more  for  oraamenc  than  defence.  The 
chorofa,  in  the  styk  of  the  Renaissance, 
is  richly  ornamented. 

8  ViUeVaUier. 

9  Joigny.  (Hotel  Due  de  Bour* 
gogoe.)  This  town  <pop.  5587)  is 
also  pleasantly  situated  on  the  Yonne. 
It  derives  its  ancient  name  {Jommum 
cum)  firom  JoTinian  (see  Rbeims).  -^ 

.  A- fine  quay,  closed  at  either  end  by: 
a^  inw  gate,  runs  along  the  side  oif 
the  Yonne^  from  one  end  of  the  town 
to  the  other.  The  road  to  D^on 
(R.  145.)  issues  out  at  the  fiurther 
end;  ours»  turning  to  the  rt,  crosses 
the  Yonne  by  a  stone  bridge.  -The 
Abbey  .of  Pontigny,  the  retreat  of 
Thomas  i  Bccket,is  about  SO  m.  from 
Joignyv  (SeeR.  145.) 
11  Rassou. 

■r  IG  Auxerre.  ( Hotel du  Leopard.; 
dean,  good,  and  modemte. )  This  city^ 
o£  lg,SQO  inhabitants,  wry  prettily, 
situated  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Yonne, 
and.  chef,  lieu  of  the  departmeht,  is 
seen  to  great  advantage  from  the  bill 
above  it,  .fmrnwUdii*  you  descends 
The.gfand  4nass  off  .the  cathedral,  and 
tiW'or  three  other  large,  churches^ 
and  a  fine  ruined  apire,  all  rise  finely 
above  the  houses,  looking  v«ry  muoh 
like  -the-  cities  in  the  background 
of  .pictures  by  old  German  masters; 
within,  it  is  not  of  a  common«>place 
diacatfter.  The. Catkedral  hasasplen- 
didy  though  unfinished  facade,  in  the 
Flmnbojfoni  Gothic  style,  which  style 
indeed  prevails  throughout  the  edifice, 
exctpt  in  the  chouv  >>^  the  early  Gothic,- 


of  the  end  of  the  12tht  or  beginnni^ 
of  the  13th  century.    «  The  transepts 
aie  covered  externally  with  the  bolcliBst 
flowing  traoesy,  occasionally  standnof^ 
free  firom  die  wall.     The  doors  and 
rose    windows,  are  magnificent.**—— 
Betit,     Within,  it  is  most  beautsfiiUy 
inr<^cnlioned  ;  and  the  painted  gbma^ 
principally  in  aaosaic  patterns,  in  spleen 
did.     Hero  is  the  tomb  of  Jacqwea 
Amyot,.  whilome  bishop  of  this>sec^  aisui 
celebrated  for  bis  racy  translationof 
Plutareh,  so  excellent  in  iu  style  as 
ahnost  to  fiorm  an  eta. in  thehistory  of 
the  French  language.    The  chapter  of 
Auxeire  was  at  one  tune  one  of  the 
richest  in  France^  but  they  fteed  them* 
selves  from  most  of  their  superfluous 
possessions  by  indulging  in  the  ItDeaty 
of  lilsgstion.     In  this  respect  Amyot 
lent  them  his  .aidi     Certain  membets 
of  ;the  chapter  claimed*  by  virtue  of 
an  ancient  statute^  the  .privilege  .of 
having  their  auitces  omameBted  with 
a  border  of  ermine;  and  he  haaA 
tuted  proceedings  to;  eompel  them  to 
renoimee  this  distinctiom   A  minoitt|^ 
in  the  chapter,  who  acquired  the  namd 
of  the  d^ord^f  were  wiUmgvfiar^ths 
sake '  of  4>ease  and  quietness^  to  bum 
render  their  fur..    The  miijority^  wfad 
were  called  the  border,  would  as  soon 
have  surrandered  their  heads ;  and  to 
peesccve  this  suit  of  clothes,  thcy.defied 
the.  lawsuit,,  and  all  its  conaoqiMnces^ 
The  parliament  of  Paris  decided'aa 
favour  of  the  bishop.  The  ermine  ws* 
stripped  off;,  aad  with  it».  property hft 
the  amoimt  of  about.  100,000  ilurses) 
equivalent  at /least  to  ten  times  tbt 
amoum  at  tlie  present,  dagr*  -^  Fi  P. ..' 
St^  Germain,  noiw  attached  to  the 
Hotel  Dieu,  on  the  .heigbt,  is  in  a 
pbaner  style  than  thecathedsal  t  it  has 
lost  part  of  its  nave^  but  possesses  a 
lolty  choir^  and   transepts.    Under* 
neath  are  curious  ci^p<5,  one  b^aw 
another :  in  the  lower  are  some  tombs 
of  early  counts  of  Auxerre.     It  has 
an:ancient  tower,  which  belonged  to 
the  W.  front,  but  is  now  detachol*  . 
.    St*  Pieppe  is  a  large  and  handscme 
specimen  oi  Italianised  Gothic,  begun 
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at  «be  end  of  the  l^eth  ecntMrf>.  nid 
iiiiiibed«2078.  5t.  iikM»fteisa<iloniaiu< 
«aqae  obuivh  in  its  lUiTe*  andiletached 
tDW«ry  wkh  a  choir  in  the  florid  stylc,^ 
begun  15S0« 

.  There  is  an  old  dock  tower  over  a 
gflde-house  in  the  I^ace  duMarcfa^  •  - 
.  <».Xhe  j^oMisMmb,  in  the  {daee  <o€ 
the  ancient' wallt  which  «sanoiiiid  the 
toimi' OH' S  sidesyare  unique- in  tfao 
ehanQBJng  variety  of  protpects  they* 
pMteBt;  -tbe<  moats  are  •  'fiUed-  mAt 
phtotMionsof  acacia,  gardens,  and 
viists  %  the  fine  aid  ^owtn  are  covered 
fsilbfestooRS^f  ivy."-^  Afiat  Qbttdh^ 
'^  A  .considerable  quantity*  af  winea 
^hiefly  onhwdrcs),  the  growihof  La 
Bassa  fioQi^egne,  are  sent* down  Ae 
¥oiiBe,  bince  to  Paris.  (SMMic^about 
IS  utiles  fothe  £.  of  this,  on  tbevoad 
to  li^nirre,  ogives  Its  naraie<  to  a  wine 
of  superior  qiadity,  prised  for  drinking 
ai  breidsfast  or  .with  (^ers.  About 
ift  milds  tO' thfr  N.  £.  b  £tmtignf^ 
whosa  once  celebrated  <  Cistensiaai 
Abbeys  suppreSBed  at -the  Bcaolwtion, 
served  as  an  asylum  for  2  yean~«a 
tlioniMsa^Beckeli.  Tha  choebh  is  still 
the  ^neit  eeciesiastirait  strudara -id 
Btilrgundf,  after  the  CaiiKdnda  of 
Seas  and  Amerre. 
<^lt>  St.Bris« 

«i  18  Venaaatoq.    •       - 

.'^/NisiarAuaane  the  vine*  is  ssueb 
cnlriatfdy  >but  in  Fraaoe.ats  stunted 
stmapa  give  no  chaim^.to  .sceneij^. 
ihirthar  on  tha  soil^is  wone^battpi^ 
digjeiidy  maaurad,  aad  -tliey  -grow 
aais.«nd  rye  in  what  appean  a  stiff 
red  clay.  Nothing  to  seiieve-the  «ya) 
not  a  bush,  not  a  speck  of  green,  not 
an  habitation  for '  'liles  on  either 
side  of  the  glaring  white  road;  we 
travelled  for  ever  up  the  steep  rise, 
aad-.downrtfie  ^havp  .'descent  :w%ich 
Auicsed^  asiihe  isach  otheraad  mi* 
■itatescing  as  if  all  had  ioeen.cast  in 
t)ie  same  mmild**':*.^  Jitda/o  Vkureme^ 
,*  4  X>ucy  <le  9a9s  (a  homely  inn) 
stands  in  a  sheiteiedandntherpret^ 
valley.  The  racks  around,  and  the 
stone  heaps  at  the  read^side  derived 
from  them,  abound  in  fossils  ef  the 
lias  and  gryphite  limestone. 


.  About  6  m.  &em  •  VeiteantiMi,  anck 
9  from.  Lucy  le  Beis^  to  jthe.  8.  ^<  are  tha 
QroUet  d^Arc^  .a  series  of  nstun^ 
caverns  in  the  limettmw,  many 4tf  vast 
eitent,  abounding  in  stalactites,.  >and 
in .  batsy  separated  firom.  oae  anothea 
by  natural-  divisions^  .tbrcngh  whidt 
it  a  ofttack  necessarg^  to  ccawl  on  hands 
and  knees»  The  entndiGe  to'  them' 4s 
by  a. door  iniested  in  anopemag  in 
the- rode,  jof  I  a  .wooded  detl»  on  tha 
bbrden<  o$. the  -Care.  A.  guide,,  witli 
caodiesy  can  beebtained  at  the  villager 
the  best  tiue-to  visit  ihem.  is  duiuig 
diT^  weadiep.  *  r  The^  lai'geat  cavern .  i^ 
about  35ft.  bigb,.3DwHk>  and4Qd 
long*  i        ■  '  1 

-  •  8  Avallen^  .(^%  Boste ;.  rcasonji 
able.<*>— JF.  £X  a^pJeasaiktly  situated 
town^  nearly  sufoouBded  by  a  mvinerf 
Around  it  runs  a  iHX>ad  terrace,  wallr^ 
under,  lima  .tree%-  about/  500  it-abivfta 
the  bed  of  the  Cansin.  The  cftttr«il 
is  anoienty.  and  has-a  curious  RaoMUKi 
esque  portaL  P«rts  of  its  interiw 
see stB^ular*  .   .  ■     .i 

Sen.  off  tha  soadr  to  the  1^  is:  Ve4 
mimiff  a  'decayed  <  town^  containing  a 
very.reoMrkable  abibey.  d^urei^<  de^ 
dwated  to  <  the  Madelaioe,  fipely 
sasfled  an  .the  summit  «f  .a  .bill.  Hia 
ruinous  W.  fcant  lasl^  one  i  of  ita 
towers  by  the  attsok .  of.  the  .Ungues 
aot»  <  in  1 569 :  tba  lower,  part  dT  it 
ie  Romanesque,  :the  upper,:  a  late 
Pointed  restaiatioB,.poqr  in  effectwc 
Another  to^ser  rises  from  the  angle 
between  -the  nave:  and  >S.  transqxb 
This  W»  doofsiead  into  a  sort  of 
porch .  destined,  r  like  the  gaUilecs 
in>Boaie  £n|;UBh  cathedrals,.  Tor  cate^ 
chumenst  3  other  doarwi^s  open  out 
af  :this  vflstibulB  into  the  navej  tbativ 
the. centre  is  very.rilchfn  sculpture^ 
and  .sapported  .by.  an  <ornameBtai 
shafl^  on  which  J«6ta..a  trahsont 
covesed  with  a  precession  of  ligurts»  in 
re]ie£r  The  vtympanum,  of  the  arch 
above  it  is,  lilled  with  a« large  bas« 
rdief  t  the  figme  of  the  SaviourfisTme 
the  centre,-  attended  by;  groups  ei 
saints  reaoUng  or  writing*  One. of 
the  archivakes  above  is  carved. with 
a  zodiac,  the  signs  of  which  are  inter- 
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■tingled  wiA  monattn  forming  S9 
medallions.  The  inCerior  of  the  nave 
is  very  impressiTe  from  *'its  greet 
length,  its  gloom,  and  the  smpUcity 
of  design  which  pcrrades  its  Nor* 
man  features.**  It  has  no  triforinm, 
and  is  sarmonntcd  by  a  cradle  roof. 
These  walls  douhUess  echoed  to  die 
voice  of  Becket  in  1168,  when  he 
lepaircd  to  Vcielay  on  Ascension  day, 
when  the  church  was  crowded,  and 
mounting  the  pulpit  cursed,  by  bell, 
book,  and  candle^  all  those  who  main* 
tained  in  England  <*  the  Customs  of 
their  Elders.'*  This  proceeding  so 
•niaged  Henry  II.  that  he  threatsncd 
to  confiscate  all  the  Benedictine 
abbeys  in  England,  if  the  Order  con- 
tinued to  shelter  Becket  in  France.  A 
flight  of  steps  leads  up  Into  the  cheir, 
which,  with  the  transepts,  is  a  fine 
specimen  of  early  complete  Pointed 
Gothic.  It  is  surrounded  by  8  round 
pillars,  each  of  a  single  stone,  and  it 
is  lighted  by  lancet  windows*  The 
axe  of  the  choir  differs  from  that  of 
the  nave,  inclining  a  little  to  the  1. 

Attached  to  the.  S.  transept  is  the 
Ckapter>-houtef  a  low  vaulted  cham- 
ber, iu  roof  resting  on  3  clumsy 
oentral  piers  in  the  Romanesque 
style.  Here,  it  is  said,  the  monks  aS'> 
s^nbled,  with  tears  inthdr  eyes,  before 
their  expulsion  in  1154,  through  the 
rebellion  of  their  vassals,  thetowna* 
folk,  aided  by  the  forces  of  the  Comte 
de  Nevers.  The  oldest  part  of  the 
existing  church  is  the  nave,  from 
the  poech  £.,  and  the  crypt,  and  they 
probably  date  from  1050,  the  pre* 
vious  churdi  having  been  destroyed, 
^.prope  ad  nibilum  redactum,'*  in  the 
middle  of  the  10th  century,  and  its  re- 
storation begun  1006.  The  W.  front 
is  probably  of  the  1 2th  century,  and 
the  choir  of  the  early  part  of  the  13tb. 
Scarcely  any  remains  exist  of  the  do~ 
mestic  buildings  of  the  abbey,  which 
were  so  vast  that  kings,  with  their 
sttite^  could  be  lodged  in  them  without 
discomfort  to  their  monkish  inmates. 
The  entire  length  of  the  building  is 
404  IV.;  the  height  of  the  choir  70  ft. 


Vezelay  is  now  a  poor  wfetded 
town ;  its  church  is  dropping  to  pioees^ 
the  roof  and  walls  being  cracked  and 
cmmbling,  yet  it  possesses  mlcrestinj^ 
historical  associations.  Hei«,on  Maivli 
SI,  1145,  St.  Bernard  assembled  a 
solemn  council  of  the  eburcb,  and 
peeached,  in  the  presence  of  Ixmis 
VII.,  and  a  multitude  assembled  in 
the  open  field,  (the  church  being  too 
small  to  bold  them,)  the  necessity  iof  « 
new.  Crusade,  with  such  impressive 
eloquence,  that  the  universal  cry  for 
the.Cross  burst  from  the  crowd  around  $ 
and  the  supply  of  crosses  not  bdn^ 
suflBdent,  the  Abbot  of  Clairvaux  tore 
his  own  red  vobe  to  pieces  to  dis- 
tribute among  his  wiUtng  heorera« 
The  king,  on  his  knees,  first  reoeheiid 
thesaeredsymbol  liromfalm;  thonoblea 
followed  his  example;  and  the  year 
following  he  set  out  from  hence,  wiCh. 
his  army,  for  the  Holy  Land.  In  1 1 90 
Richard  Coeur  de  Lion,  and  Philippe 
Auguste,  repaired  hither  to  asmme 
the  pilgrims*  cross  at  the  head  of  theif 
armies. 

Theodore  Besa,  the  RefoniMr,and 
Calvinist  theologian,  was  bona  at 
Veselay,  of  noble  parents,  151d.  Ob 
the  way  to  Veselay  you  pass  tbs 
church  of  St.  Pirej  whose  tower  is 
'*  an  almost  unique  speoiaien  of  trtn» 
rition,  or  very  early  complete  OcMlde. 
The  detached  shafts,  and  canopies  «S. 
ita  angles,  and  its  seversl  stages  ef 
open  windows,  give  it  an  air  Of 
lightness  and  elegance  sudi  as  I  hastt 
never  seen  surpimed  in  later  build* 
ings."— >i^e<a. 


To  the  S.W.  of  Avallon  stretcfaot 
the  extensive  tract  of  woodland  called 
Foret  de  Morvao,  which  supplies  Paiia 
with  fuel,  the  wood  being  cut  every 
10  or  15  years,  by  portions  at  a  time, 
and  transported  dbwn  the  Yonne  and 
Seine  in  rafts  of  foggots. 

1 8  Rouvfay.^^/nn,  La  Poste  ^  a 
deeenc  country  inn,  but  small.     Wo 
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here  enter  the  Dept.  de  la  Cote 
dOr. 

8  La  Roche  en  Brenil. 

13  SauliGu(/nn,  H.  d'Angleterre; 
very  good)  has  a  Romanesque  church: 
some  of  the  columns  and  mouldings 
•re  very  beautiful. 

Here  a  road  branches  off,  through 
the  very  interesting  city  of  Autun 
(R.  107. ),  to  Chalons;  it  is  5^  m. 
longer  than  the  following  line.   , 

IS  Maupas. 

15  Afnay  le  Due  (Inn,  Poste  ; 
▼ery  deoent)»  rather  prettily  situated 
on  the  Arrouz. 

17  Ivry. 

A  fine  view  over  the  valley  of  the 
Saone  and  distant  Jura  is  presented 
m  little  short  of 

10  La  Rochefort  (no  good  inn), 
a  poor  village*  surmounted  by  a 
ruined  caiUe,  flanked  by  watch- 
towers. 

13  Cfaagny. 

The  roi^  rums  near  the  Canal  du 
Centre  nearly  all  the  way  to 

16  Chdtontsur^Sadne» — Iniu:  H. 
du  Pare,  goods —Trois  Faisans.  The 
8a6ae,  which  runs  through  this  town 
of  l2tSQ0  inhabitants,  and  which, 
from  this  point,  becomes  an  impor- 
tant river,  navigable  for  steam-boats, 
gvres  it  much  water-side  activity. 
The  CamU  du  Centre,  which  joins 
tlM  Sa6ne  to  the  Loire,  commences 
litre,  and  affords  an  outlet  for  a 
tonsiderable  traffic  and  transit  of 
goods  to  the  Mediterranean  and  At- 
lantic from  the  central  departments 
of  France.  Chalons  is  the  Cabillonum 
of  Cssar,  whose  Commentaries  should 
bo  one  of  the  hand4>ooks  of  every 
traveller  through  the  districts  of  Gaul. 
A  fine  granite  column,  standing,  or 
rather  raised,  on  one  of  the  places,  is 
unquestionably  a  relic  of  the  Roman 

The  town  is  dull,  but  dean,  for 
France ;  and  there  is*  little  worth  see- 
ing. But  the  quai,  Ikdng  the  river,  is 
lined  by  good  houses,  and  u  the  most 
lively  portion.  The  cathedral  (St 
Vincent),  lately  reatorcd,  in  tolerably 


good  taste,  %vitfa  the  addition  of  2 
new  towers,  is  in  the  early  Gothic, 
when  the  peculiarities  of  that  style 
were  beginning  to  mix  themselves  with 
the  older  Romanesque.  The  Hospital 
cf  St.  Laurentt  on  the  island  in  the 
Saone,  has  some  good  painted  glass, 
which,  it  has  been  suggested,  should 
be  removed  to  the  cathedral.  At  pre- 
sent it  is  necessary  to  traverse  the 
sick  ward  in  order  to  seeit  The  data 
of  this  vaulted  dormitory,  and  of  the 
hospital  itself,  is  1528. 

DUigencea  daily  to  Paris ;  to  Lyons ; 
to  Dijon. 

Abailanl  died  (1 142)  at  the  Abbey 
of  St.  Marcel,  about  2  m.  from 
Chalons,  now  destroyed,  except  the 
church  ;  he  was  buried  there,  but 
afterwards  removed  to  the  Paraclete. 

Deicent  of  the  Sadne*  — «  Chahns  to 
Lyons, 

From  Chalons  the  traveller  may 
proceed  to  Lyons  either  by  land  or 
by  water.  Stsam^boats  start  every  day, 
and  if  the  traveller  avails  himself  of 
them,  he  may  complete  his  journey  to 
Marseilles  (or,  if  he  chooses,  to  Civita 
Veochia,)  entirely  by  water.  But 
there  are  two  points  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  in  forming  this  plan: 
the  first  is,  that  in  the  summer  he  may 
occasionally  be  disappointed  when  he 
reaches  Chalons,  as  the  Saone  is  not 
unfrequently  too  low  to  be  able  to 
float  the  steamer;  the  second  arises 
from  the  circumstance  that  the  steamer 
cannot  convey  a  four-wheeled  carriage. 
A  barge  starts  at  the  same  time  with 
the  steamer,  in  which  the  carriage  is 
placed,  but  it  arrives  at  Lyons  se- 
veral hours  later,  and,  what  is  worse, 
the  time  it  takes  in  making  the  voyage 
is  uncertain. 

When  there  is  water  enough,  the 
voyage  is  far  preferable  to  the  land 
journey,  and  is  performed  in  8  hours 
descending, —» 10  or  12  ascending. 
Meals  are  served  on  board. 

Diligences  run  daily  to  and  fro,  but 
take  16  hours,  double  the  time  of  the 
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ftekmer.  TIm  dittonM  by  4he  rif er  is 
•boot  100  m.  (S5  Heux). 

The  post  road  nint  along  the  rt 
tide  of  tht  Saonc^  tonietiaiM  ekMc 
to  it,  at  others  out  of  sight  of  it, 
bat  so  littk  removed  from  it  that 
tha  CGurse  by  water  or  land  may, 
without  inconTemeoaey  be  described 
together.* 

Rt  immediately  below  Chalons  is 
the  mouth  of  the  CaiuU  du  Cenife,  and 
a  basin  or  dock  (see  p.  S81.)  for  bar- 
ges enterioff  or  quitting  it. 
-  The  banks  of.  the  Saone  are  at  first 
tame,  but  improYe  as  you  approach 

JafOKH, 

Rt.f  Tournus  (Inns  .>  Sauvaga  ;-^ 
H.  de  L'Europe :  both  tolerable;),  a 
town  of  5811  inhabitaBts^  possessing 
a  wooden  bridge  of  5  arches  over  tha 
Ssdne. 

Its  Gturchp  formerly  attached  to  a 
venerable  abbey,  now  destroyed,  is  a 
very  plain  edifice,  in  the  Romanesque 
style,  but  interesting  to  the  student 
for  its  architecture  and  antiquity.  It 
is  surmounted  by  a  central  tower, 
flanked  with  Corinthian  pilasters  at  the 
angles,  and  has  2  other  towers  at  the 
W.  end.  Its  nave,  preceded  by  a  nar- 
thez  or  vestibule  supported  on  2  rows 
of  short  thick  pillars  without  capitals, 
is  probably  of  the  10th  century.  The 
save  is  roofed  with  a  series  of  cradle 
vaults,  placed  transversely,  separated 
by  cross. arches,  so  as  to  divide  it  into 
compartments. 

■  In  the  Place  de  PHotel  de  Ville 
is  a  granite  calumny  reputed  an 
antique. 

The  charming  painter  Oreu»e  was 
«  native  of  Tournus  i  the  bouse  where 
he  was  bom  is  marked  by  atfi  inserip- 
lion  I  he  died  at  Paris,  1805. 

*  Post  Road.—  18  Seunecy.    First  relay 
from  Chalons. 

From  some  of  the  eminences  surmounted 
bf  the  road,  ttnranls  the  East,  you  fee  the 
chain  of  the  Jura,  and,  in  fSTOurable  wea. 
ther,  the  white  jnow  of  Mont  Blanc,  which 
niay  at  first  easily  be  mistaken  for  a  cloud, 
distaDt  as  the  crow  fiies  about  100  miles. 
.  t  There  is  a  pretty  view  of  the  winding 
SaAne,  and  the  town  of  Tournus  from  a  bill 
■ta  shaTt.distBBce  ftsm 

10  Tournus. 


V,  Fleur«ille»  a  biidge  ov«r  the 
Sa6ne. 

L.  St  Albin^  baa  a  euiiou8»  early 
painted  Gothic  church  ;  the  windows 
lancet  The  coetume  of  the  villagara 
ia  pictuMsqae. 

Near  the  river  vineyards  cover  the 
slopes,  which  a/te  a  prolon^Btioikof  the 
distant  range  of  the  hills  of  Gharoloift. 

Rt  Ml^on.$ — InuMf  X.e  Sauvage, 
from  which  there  is  a  good  view  of 
the  river ;  tolerably  good  :•««•, H.  de 
i'Surope.     Jtfaoon  was  heretofore  the 
capital  of  the  country  of  the.Maconr 
nois,  and  ruled  by  its  own  soveseigna 
from  the  time  of  Louis  le  Pebonnaire 
until  it  passed  to  the  bouse  of  Bar- 
guady.  The  oauntry  was  often  settled 
as  an  appanage   upon  the  younger 
branches  of  the  famtty*     The  present 
populadoo  <  of  the  town,  which  is  not 
flourishing^  is  11,994:  it  is  chef  liev 
of  the   Dept  Saone  et  Loire.    The 
conjoint  devastations  of  the  Hi^pie- 
noto,  who  ez^dsed  the  greatest  cruel- 
ties and  atrocities  bere^  and  of  tlie 
Revolutionists,  have  nearly  denuded 
Macon  of  all  its  andeat  raligioUa 
structures;  hence    the   necessiiy  «f 
erecting  a  new  church,  which,  until 
recently,  was  an  unheard*of  event  in 
France.     The  towers  of  the  caikedrtd 
are  atandittgy  but  mutilated  together 
with  a  very  small  portion  oi  the  bod^  of 
the  building,  noW' turned  into  a  Uack* 
smith's  lbi|^.    The  river  is  crossed  by 
a  bridge  of  thirteen  arches.  From  the 
bridge,  but  sUU  better  from  a  little 
esplanade  planted  with  poplar  trees 
beyond  it,  a  view  of  Mont  Blaoc  m»y 
be  obtained.     In  the  n^hbourfaeod 
of  MiUsen  are  many  very  fine  pres*- 
pecfs  of  the  ranges  of   the  hills  of 
the  Bourbonnois  and  Charolois,  the 
latter  being  a  continuation   of   the 
Cote  d' Or. 

Macon  is  thus  mentioned  by  CsMar^ 

*}  Tullium  Ciceiionem  Matiscone,  rei 

flrumentarisB  causa,  coUocat**     It  h 

the  birth*place  of  the  distinguished 

living  poet  and  deputy  M.  Alphonte 

de  Lamartine. 

t  Pm  RoMd,»^9  St  Albin. 
§  14  MAcon. 
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Macon  is  liie  centre  of  a  great  trade 
in4he  wtittf  grown  in  its  ariondissementy 
though  at  some  distance  from  the  town 
itself,  and  from  our  road :  at  the  foot 
of  the  hills  on  the  W.  The  best  sorts 
are  the  growths  of  Thorins  and  Mou- 
lin a  Vent,  which  are  red,  and  the 
Pouilly,  a  white  wine.  Romanlche, 
situated  in  the  midst  of  this  wine  dis- 
trict,. 12  m.  from  M&con,  possesses 
an  important  mine  of  manganese, 
which  gives  activity  to  many  manu- 
factures. 

15  m.  N.  W.  of  Mftcon  is  Cluny, 
once  famous  for  its  ancient  and  wealthy 
abbey,  of  the  order  of  St  Benedict, 
which,  before  the  Revolution,  had  600 
religious  houses  dependant  upon  it, 
and  enjoyed  a  revenue  of  800,000  fV.  a 
year. 

'  It  was  so  utterly  ^destroyed  in 
1789,  that  of  its  noble  Gothic  church, 
which  had  5  aisles  and  double  tran- 
septs, only  the  two  towers  remain, 
with  some  fragment  of  wall,  and  a 
chapel  of  the  15th  century.  The 
town  which  has  a  population  of 
4152,  and  carries  on  some  manufac- 
tures, is  built  on  the  site  and  with  the 
materials  of  the  abbattal  buildings. 
The  cloisters  form  a  sort  of  public 
square,  and  a  fragment  of  the  Abbot's 
Palace  is  converted  into  a  private 
dwelling. 

The  country  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Saone  formed  part  of  the  ancient  di- 
viuons  of  La  Bresse  and  Dombes ; 
its  inhabitants  are  a  prhnitive  race,  by 
no  means  enlightened. 

llie  banks  of  the  Sa6ae  acquire 
some  elevation  and  picturesqueness 
below  Macon ;  the  Jura  mountains 
being  all  along  a  feature  in  the  view  to 
the  £. :  the  nearer  hills  studded  with 
white  chateaux  and  villages.  The 
Cli&teau  de  Corielles,  flanked  by  4 
round  towers,  stands  at  some  distance 
off  the  road  to  the  W. 

Rt.  At  St  Romain,  a  suspension 
bridge. 

L.  Toissey,  an  ancient  town  of  the 
principality  Des  Dombes,  partly  hid 
by  poplars  and  willows. 


Rt  Belleville.*     Abridge. 

About  13  m.  to  the  W.  is  Beaujeu, 
capital  of  the  province  of  Beaujolais, 
in  the  midst  of  a  district  famed  for 
its  wines. 

L.  Montmerle,  a  village  situated 
below  a  considerable  island,  has  ik 
suspension  bridge :  other  bridges  are 
thrown  across  at  Fldchere,  Beaure- 
gard, and  at  Frans,  opposite  to 

Rt.  Villefranche.  f  "A  small 
town  founded  in  the  12th  century  by 
Humbert  IV.,  Count  of  the  Beaujo- 
lais.  It  was  the  custom  in  the  middle 
ages,  when  a  feudal  lord  set  up  a  new 
town,  that  he  would  endeavour  to  at- 
tract settlers  by  granting  them  advan- 
tageous privileges  and  franchises;  and 
hence  there  are  many  Ville  Tranches 
in  France,  and  Freyburgs  in  Ger- 
many, all  founded  in  eras  when  it  be- 
gan to  be  needful  to  conciliate  public 
opinion.  Humbert  did  his  best  to 
draw  custom.  He  granted  to  all  who 
would  become  his  burgesses,  that  the 
land  should  be  let  to  them  at  S  deniers 
per  toise,  and  that  tht^y  might  beat 
their  wives  as  much  as  they  chose 
without  fear  or  penalty,  provided 
death  did  not  ensue. 

"  The  place  has  now  rather  a  cheer- 
ful aspect  whatever  it  may  have  beeii 
in  the  age  when  the  privilege  was  in 
vigour. '  The  church  has  been  a  beau- 
tiful, though  small,  specimen  of  the 
florid  Gothic.'*— J^.  P. 

There  is  a  bridge  at  St.  Bernard. 

Rt  Anse  is  the  port  of  Ville- 
franche. 

L.  Trevoux,  is  an  ancient  town  of 
2239  inhabitants,  on  the  slope  of  a 
cpncave  hill,  surmounted  by  the  ruins 
of  its  old  castle.  It  possesses  now  no 
interest  beyond  that  connected  with 
the*  recollection  of  its  having  once 
been  capital  of  the  principality  of 
Dombes,   and  the  place   where  the 

•  Post  Road,  —  IS  Pontaneveaax. 

11  La  Croiai^e. 

t  Villefranche.  Here  the  road  tunjB  awav 
Arom  the  river,  avoiding  its  windings,  and 
following  a  nearly  atrafght  line,  by 

16  Limonest  to 

12  Ltonb. 
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Jesuits  compiled  and  printed  the  very 
learned  works,  called  the  **  Journid 
deTrevoux/*  1701,  and  **  Dictionnaire 
de  Trevoux/*  1704,  a  sort  of  Ency- 
clopcedia.  Their  house  remains, 
mifurked  by  the  shield  of  arms  of 
the  order  of  St  Ignatius. 

0ombes  was  acknowledged  as  an 
independent  state  by  the  French  kings 
(except  Francis  I.),  from  Philippe 
Auguste  down  to  Louis  XIV.,  owing 
them  only  allegiance  and  aids  of  men 
in  case  of  war.  It  had  a  parliament 
of  its  own,  which  met  at  Trevoux,  and 
the  right  of  striking  money  down  to 
1762.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been 
the  Roman  Triviae,  near  which  Sep. 
timius  Sevenis  beat  the  army  of  his 
rival,  Albinus,  and  thus  secured  the 
empire  for  himself. 

Through  pretty  scenery,  between 
banks  thickly  scattered  with  habita- 
tions, the  Saone,  considerably  con- 
tracted in  width,  passes  under  the 
richly  wooded  heights  called  Mont 
d*Or,  rising  1000  ft  above  the  river, 
on  the  rt.,  by  Belle  Isle. 

L.  Neuville,  and  its  suspension 
bridge,  and 

Rt.  Couson,  opposite  to 

L.  La  Roche  Taillee,  so  called  from 
the  cutting  which  Agrippa  caused  to 
be  made  through  it,  to  allow  the  pas- 
sage of  one  of  the  great  Roman  high- 
ways. 

Lower  down  is  L*Ile  Barber  the 
favourite  retreat  of  Charlemagne, 
linked  to  either  bank  by  a  suspension 
bridge.     (Seep.  S75. ) 

The  valley  of  Rockecorbon,  with  its 
wood  and  fountain  of  Rosei,  was  a 
favourite  haunt  of  Rousseau. 

L.  La  Tour  de  la  Belle  Allemande 
{described  p.  371.),  and 

Rt.  Pierre  Seise.     See  p.  371. 

The  entrance  to  Lyons  has  been 
compared  to  the  **  approach  to  Bristol 
under  the  Slopes  of  Durdham,  and 
King's  Down,  and  the  rocks  of  the 
Hot  Wells;  but  the  river  Saone  is 
larger,  and  the  cliffs  not  so  high." 

Lyons,  in  R.  105.    p.  365. 


ROUTE  107. 

rARlS    TO    CHALONS    SUK    SAONE, 
AUX2BRE  AND  AUTUN. 

470  kilom.  ==291  Eng.  m.,  or  5^ 
m.  longer  than  R.  106. 

The  road  is  the  same  as  Route  106, 
as  far  as 

253  Saulieu. 

10  <*  Pierre  Ecrite,  so  called  from 
an  inscribed  stone  just  beyond  the 
village :  tliat  is  to  say,  the  stone  re- 
mains, but  tlie  inscription  is  invisible. 
Antiquaries,  however,  maintain  that 
it  was  in  the  Celtic  language.  This  is 
the  highest  land  between  Paris  and 
Lyons,  and  it  is  curious  to  observe 
the  effect  produced  by  this  elevation, 
and  its  corresponding  alteration  of 
character,  upon  the  aspect  of  the 
country.  It  might  be  Yorkshire. 
Trees  and  hedge-rows,  so  rare  in 
other  parts  of  France,  are  here  uni- 
versal :  oak,  hawthorn,  and  briar,  not 
only  skirting  the  road,  but  dividing 
the  fields."— JP.  P. 

1 1  Chissey.  «  The  road  continues 
descending,  winding  round  by  a  spe- 
cies of  corrdche,  from  which  the  views 
are  often  fine  and  extended.  In  this 
part  of  the  country  there  is  a  fine 
breed  of  oxen,  generally  cream-co- 
loured, their  brows  and  necks  being 
protected  by  a  peculiar  thatching  of 
straw,  most  neatly  laid  under  the 
yoke,  and  preventing  it  from  galling 
as  well  as  affording  a  shelter  from 
thesun."— i^;  P. 

20  Aviun,  —  Hotel  de  la  Poste; 
recently  refitted,  and  very  good ;  La 
Cloche.  The  first  view  of  this  sery  in- 
teresting city  is  remarkably  grand  ; 
and,  taken  altogether,  there  are  few  lo- 
calities which  impress  themselves  more 
forcibly  upon  the  imagination.  It  is 
supposed  to  have  been  the  ancient  BU 
bracte,  capital  of  the  iBdui,  mentioned 
by  Caesar  as  *'  oppidum  maximae  auc- 
toritatis  apud  eos,"  but  its  name  was 
changed,  in  the  time  of  Augustus,  into 
Attgustodununif  modernised  into  Au- 
tun.  Tacitus  describes  its  importance 
as  a  fortress  and  great  city,  and  states 
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that  the  most  Illustrious  of  tlie  youth 
of  Gaul  were  educated  here.  "  Autun, 
now  a  town  of  10,000  inhab.,  stands  at 
the  foot  of  a  lofty  range  of  welU  wooded 
mountains.  The  Roman  ruins,  hoary 
grey,  distinguish  themselves  by  their 
iine  and  peculiar  forms.  Amongst  the 
masses  of  buildings,  crowned  by  the 
cathedral  and  its  lofty  spire,  is  the 
Temple  of  Janus,  as  it  is  called,  though 
without  any  sufficient  authority,  a 
square  building,  of  which  three  sides 
are  standing.  It  is  denuded  of  orna- 
mentsy  but  very  imposing,  from  its 
proportions  and  its  solidity.  It  pro- 
bably dates  from  the  time  of  the 
Lower  Empire.  The  two  Boman 
Gates  are  very  beautiful  and  very 
perfect.  They  are  both  nearly  on  the 
same  plan ;  double  arches  below,  and 
ranges  of  smaller  arches  above,  or- 
namented with  pilasters.  The  Porte 
iTArroiix  is  Corinthian,  the  Porte 
Saint  Andr^,  Ionic.  They  are  evi- 
dently of  the  Lower  Empire,  and  the 
purist  will  find  fault  with  the  details ; 
but  if  you  will  put  away  criticism,  and 
enjoy  the  objects,  the  effect  is  most 
satisfactory.  Nothing  can  be  more 
charming  than  the  appearance  of  the  de- 
licately-cut arches,  coming  off  against 
the  blue  sky. "  —  F.  P.  The  Boman 
walls  of  Augustodunum,  within  which 
the  present  city  has  shrunk,  are  very 
massy ;  and  large  fragments  still  exist. 

Just  without  Autun,  upon  the  Dijon 
road,  is  a  singular  pyramid  of  ma- 
sonry, called  the  Pierre  de  Couars. 
It  is  about  50  feet  in  height,  and  was 
probably  originally  much  more  lofty. 
The  facing  is  entirely  destroyed.  It 
is  quite  solid,  and  is  probably  sepul- 
chral :  antiquaries  suppose  it  to  be  the 
tomb  of  Divictiacus  (?). 

Autun  had  a  noble  amphitheatre. 
The  ruins  are  now  encircled  by  other 
buildings,  but  the  general  site  of  the 
Roman  city  is  a  perfect  mine  of  anti- 
quities. Many  have  been  collected 
by  M,  Jovetf  whose  house  covers  a 
very  magnificent  mosaic,  representing 
the  Combat  between  Belierophon  and 
the  Chimaera.  **  In  M.  Jovet's  collec- 

France* 


tion  is  another  remarkable  relic  of  a 
different  era :  it  is  a  fragment  of  the 
tomb  of  the  wicked  Brunehault,  who 
was  buried  in  the  abbey  of  St.  Martin, 
a  most  curious  structure,  of  which  the 
last  fragment  has  just  been  razed  to 
the  ground." 

"  The  CatJiedral  of  St,  Lazare  ex- 
hibits a  great  and  interesting  variety 
in  its  style  of  architecture.  ThQ 
lofty  spire,  covered  with  foliaged 
crockets,  is  a  masterpiece  of  Gotiiic  : 
so,  also,  is  the  rood-loft,  composed  of 
delicate  and  elaborate  filagree  work, 
almost  a  prodigy  in  its  construction. 
But  a  large  proportion  of  the  build- 
ing is  in  the  Romanesque  style,  and 
very  remarkable  from  its  exhibiting 
the  closest  imitation  of  Roman  art."'— 
F,  P.  The  elegant  flamboyant  decor- 
ations of  the  chapels  in  the  nave,  and 
especially  the  door  of  the  sacristy,  a 
charming  bas-relief  of  Christ  and  the 
Magdalene,  in  the  chapel  which  serves 
as  baptistery,  the  painted  glass  in  the 
Chapelle  St.  Nazare,  representing  the 
genealogy  of  the  Virgin,  deserve  also 
particular  attention. 

In  all  parts  of  the  city,  you  may 
see  the  disjointed  and  lamentable 
fragments  of  the  ancient  edifices 
by  which  Autun  was  once  adorned. 

Not  far  from  Autun  are  the  twp 
valuable  coal  basins  of  Epinac  (to  the 
N. )  and  of  Creuzot,  which  are  worked 
by  pits,  in  some  cases  naore  than  650  ft. 
deep,  and  employ  about  19C0  work- 
men. Mineral  oil  for  lighting  the 
mines  is  obtained  by  distillation  from 
the  bituminous  schists  accompanying 
the  coal.  The  Romans  used  these 
very  schists  to  line  the  walls  of  their 
houses  at  Autun. 

At  Creuzot  are  extensive  iron  fur- 
naces, but  the  iron  ore  requires  to  be 
brought  from  a  distance.  From 
Epinac  (where  are  considerable  glass 
works  for  making  wine  bottles),  the 
coal  is  transported  on  a  tramway  to 
the  Canal  de  Bourgogne,  and  thence, 
by  water,  to  Paris  and  Alsace,  The 
Canal  du  Centre  traverses  the  coal 
field  of  Creuzot  (see  p. 381.). 
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«  Soon  after  quitting  Autun,  you  * 
enter  the  forest  of  Morvan.  (p.  380.) 
The  road  ascends,  but  with  fV^uent 
dips.  It  is  richly  wooded,  and  some  of 
the  little  glens  are  loTely.  The  sides 
of  Uie  road  are  clad  with  alder  and 
beech,  with  here  and  there  a  fine  oak 
tree  lifting  up  his  head  above  his 
compeers.  The  rocks  show  between 
and  amongst  the  verdure,  and  you 
flee  and  hear  the  rushing  of  the  little 
riUs,  dashing  by  or  into  the  road.** 

17  St.  Emiland.  «  Beyond  St. 
Emiland  you  begin  to  find  yourself 
in  another  climate.  Vines  reappear 
in  great  luxuriance,  and,  unlike  other 
parts  of  France,  they  are  often  trained 
in  festoons  and  arcades;  a  mode 
equally  disadvantageous  to  the  pro- 
duce, and  advantageous  to  the  beauty 
of  the  scenery.** — F.P. 

14  St.  Leger. 

18  Bourgneuf. 

12  Chalons  sur  SaSne.  (See  Route 
106,  p.  381.) 


ROUTE  109. 

XOULINS   TO   CLERMONT   AND    LE   PUY. 
VOLCANOES  OF  AUVERONZ. 

To  Clermont  95  kilom.  =  59 
Eng.  m.  A  malleposte  in  8  hours, 
daily. 

Clermont  to  La  Puy  122  kilom. 
sr  75  Eng.  m.     Diligences  daily. 

Moulins  is  described  in  R.  105. 
This  road  contrasts  agreeably  with 
the  monotonous  dulness  of  that  from 
Paris  to  Lyons,  and  is  interesting 
from  the  natural  beauties  and  rich 
cultivation  of  the  country  which  it 
traverses ;  but,  more  than  all,  for  the 
phenomena  of  the  extinct  volcanic 
mountains  of  Auvergne,  through  the 
midst  of  which  it  passes.  It  pro- 
ceeds nearly  due  S.  from  Moulins,  up 
tiie  valley-plain  of  the  Allier,  the 
chief  tributary  of  the  Loire,  first 
crossing  by  a  bridge  to  its  1.  bank. 
The  upper  part  of  this  valley  above 
Aigueperse  was  anciently  called  La 
Limagne^  and  is  believed  to  have  been 


once  a  lake  basin,  in  which  were 
deposited  the  freshwater  marls,  sands, 
&c.,  which  now  contribute  so  much  to 
its  fertility. 

19  Chatel  Neuve,  or  de  Neuvre. 
The  mountains  of  Forez,  which  divide 
the  waters  of  the  Allier  from  those  of 
the  Loire,  are  seen  on  the  E. 

12  St.  Pour^ain. — Inn,  Poste.  A 
town  of  4000  inhabitants  on  the 
Sioule.  An  Ecce  Homo,  carved  in 
stone,  in  the  church  here,  is  praised. 

The  road,  leaving  the  AUier  on  the 
1.  at  St.  Pour9ain,  ascends  the  vale 
of  the  Sioule.  It  is  a  flat  and  unin* 
teresting  stage  to 

16  Mayet  d*£cole. 

8  Gannat.  There  is  a  road  hence 
to  the  Baths  of  Vichy  (R.  105.).  Our 
route  is  shaded  by  luxuriant  walnut 
avenues. 

The  bill  rising  on  the  1.  of  the 
road,  about  1  m.  N.E.  of  Aigue* 
perse,  is  called  La  Butte  de  Mont" 
pensier,  and  is  composed  of  yellow 
marly  limestones.  There  is  a  fine 
view  from  its  top.  Between  it  and 
the  road  is  a  hole  which  exhales  car* 
bonic  acid  nearly  pure,  so  that  small 
animals  which  come  to  drink  from 
the  pool  of  water  which  often  collects 
at  the  bottom  are  apt  to  be  suffocated. 
Tlie  common  people,  attributing  this 
to  the  water,  call  it  La  Fontaine 
empoisonnce. 

9  Aigueperse  (Inn,  Poste)  is  the 
first  town  in  the  department  Puy  de 
Ddme,  and  is  celebrated  as  the  birth- 
place  of  the  Chancellor  d*Aguesseau, 
bom  in  the  Ch&teau  de  la  Roche : 
his  statue  may  be  seen  in  the  Hdtel 
de  Ville,  Its  name  is  derived  from 
"  aqua  sparsa,**  from  the  streams 
around  it.  The  choir  of  the  principal 
church,  attached  to  an  ugly  modern 
nave,  deserves  notice  as  a  pure  spe- 
cimen of  the  Gothic  of  the  13th  cen- 
tury ;  its  lofty  roof  is  sustained  by 
long  graceful  columns.  Here  is  a 
painting  of  the  Nativity,  attributed  to 
Ghirlandajo, in  a  stiff*  style,  (the figures 
said  to  be  portraits  of  princes  and 
lords  of  the  Bourbonnais,)  and  a  St. 
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Sebastian  (?),  locked  up.  There  h 
aliio  a  Sainte  ChapeUe  here,  founded, 
1475,  by  Louis,  Dauphin  d*Au- 
vergne,  inferior  to  one  at  Biom. 

The  Abb4  DeKlle,  author  of  '<  Les 
Jardins,*'  was  born  here  1738. 

^'  O  champs  de  la  Limagne,  6  fortung  s^jour^ 
J*al  revu  les  beaux  lieux  qai  m'ont  donne 
le  jour." 

The  hill  of  Chaptuzat,  on  tlie  rt.  of 
the  road,  is  quarried  for  building 
stone ;  the  rock  is  an  oolite.  Above 
it,  and  on  many  other  eminences 
throughout  the  Limagne,  beds  of  a  ter- 
tiary limestone  occur,  entirely  formed 
of  the  cases  of  insects  resembling  the 
caddis-worm,  or  May-fly,  incrusted 
by  carbonate  of  lime  and  formed 
into  a  hard  travertine,  called  calcaire 
i  friganes,  or  indusial  .limestone. 
The  cases,  or  tubes,  are  coated  over 
with  shells  of  Puludina,  often  to  the 
number  of  1 00  around  one  tube,  and 
10  or  12  tubes  are  packed  within 
the  space  of  a  cubic  inch.  These 
insects  must  have  inhabited  the  lake 
which  once  covered  the  vallev  of  the 
Limagne. 

Near  Riom  the  country  becomes 
interesting,  and  exhibits  the  charac- 
teristic features  of  the  scenery  of 
Auvergne,  a  rich  vegetation  and  beau- 
tiful verdure,  produced  by  the  abun- 
dant irrigation ;  a  varied  outline  of 
country,  with  towns,  castles,  and  vil- 
lages perched  on  the  tops  of  eminences 
commanding  the  Limagne. 

16  Riom  (/nn5;  Colonne:  Ecu:  de 
France)  is  a  town  of  12,500  inhab.,  the 
second  in'  the  dept  Puy  de  D6me,  in 
a  cheerful  situation,  but  built  of  dark 
lava  from  the  quarries  of  Volvic,  and 
paved  with  volcanic  stones.  It  is  en- 
circled  by  boulevards  planted  with 
trees,  in  one  part  widening  out  into  a 
platform  called  Pri~ Madame,  where  a 
monument  of  granite  has  been  raised 
to  the  memory  of  General  D^saix. 

The  Sainte  ChapeUe,  attached  to  the 
Palais  de  Justice,  is,  like  that  of 
Paris,  a  light  and  lofty  lanthorn  of 
stone,  built  1382,  the  piers  which 
support  the  roof  forming  the  sepa- 


rations lietween  the  windows,  it  has, 
however,  suffered  material  injury  from 
being  divided  horizontally,  by  a  floor, 
into  two  stories  :  the  lower  one  is 
converted  into  a  law  court  (Cour 
Roya,le),  and  is  stripped  of  its  painted 
glass  in  order  to  throw  a  light  upon 
the  proceedings ;  the  upper  one,  turned 
into  a  record  office,  is  filled  with  old 
musty  deeds,  so  that  its  really  beau- 
tiful stained  windows  can  scarcely  be 
seen. 

St,   Amahle  is   a  curious   church,, 
which  will  interest  the  architect  and 
antiquary.      The  date   of  the  nave,, 
the  oldest  part,  seems  uncertain.   The 
lower  arches  are  Pointed,  and  rest  on 
piers,  having  engaged  pillars  on  three 
sides,  but  plain  on  the  inner  face;., 
above  them  runs  a  gallery  of  circular- 
arches    roofed    with    a     demi-vault^. 
which  serves  the  purpose  of  a  range 
of  flying  buttresses  to   support  the 
roof  of  the  central  aisle.     The  little 
sculpture    employed    is    very   rude. 
The  choir  is  in  the  Gothic  style  of 
the  13th  century,  the   arches    alter- 
nately pinched    up    and  expanding. 
The  W.  front  and  cupola  above  the 
cross  are   tasteless  additions  of  the 
17th  century. 

About  a  mile  from  Riom,  on  the 
W.,  is  the  village  of  Mosac  or  Mozat, 
whose  church  has  been  attributed  to 
Pepin  ;  but  the  only  part  which  can 
be  referred  to  the  8th  or  9th  centuries 
is  the  W.  porch,  now  walled  up.  The 
nave,  in  the  Romanesque  style,  seems 
to  belong  to  the  early  part  of  the  1 2th 
century,  and  is  remarkable  for  the 
beautifully  executed  capitals  of  its 
columns:  the  only  windows  are  in 
the  aisle.  The  choir  and  rest  of  the 
church  are  of  the  15th  century,  and 
uninteresting.  In  the  sacristy  is  pre- 
served a  silver  gilt  shrine,  in  the  shape 
of  a  sarcophagus,  ornamented  with 
enamels,  in  the  Romanesque  style, 
made  in  the  middle  of  the  10th  cen- 
tury. It  contained  the  relics  at 
Saints  Calmidius  and  Numadia. 

At   Volvic,  a  few  miles  farther  to 
the  W.  of  Riom,  are  the  vast  qxiar- 
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mes  of  lava  which  have  furnished  the 
•tones  for  building  that  town  and 
Clermont.  The  lava  current  in  which 
they  are  excavated  has  issued  out  of 
the  extinct  crater  called  Fuy  de  la 
Kugere.  They  are  partly  subterra- 
nean, partly  open  to  the  sky;  they 
lutve  been  worked  since  the  1  Sth  cen* 
tury,  and  give  employment  to  the 
whole  neighbouring  population.  The 
stone  is  porous,  resembling  trachyte, 
and  contains  specular  iron  in  its  cells ; 
it  is  easily  worked,  and  the  bed  fur- 
aishes  blocks  20  ft.  by  6  ft.  in  size. 
Wben  first  extracted,  it  is  of  a  grey 
•r  slate  colour,  but  darkens  by  ex- 
posure to  the  air  :  it  is  used  for  rude 
works  of  sculpture.  The  church  of 
Volvic  is  ancient. 

Vol  vie  is  built  at  the  foot  of  the 
volcanic  cone  called  Fuy  de  la  Ban- 
niere,  on  the  lava  current  which  has 
flowed  from  it,  and  appears  to  Iiave 
crossed  and  covered  that  from  Fuy  de 
la  Nugdre. 

On  an  eminence  near  Volvic  stands 
the  ruined  Castle  of  Toumoelle,  in 
ancient  times  one  of  the  strongest  in 
Auvergne,  so  that  it  resisted  long  and 
stoutly  a  besieging  army  under  Guy 
Dampierre  and  Renauld  de  Forez, 
Archbishop  of  Lyons,  in  121S,  and 
again  1590,  when  it  was  defended 
against  the  forces  of  the  League  by 
Charles  d'Apchon.  The  remains  are 
accessible  by  a  steep  path,  and  part 
•f  them  are  tolerably  perfect :  the  ou- 
bliettes, or  dungeon  entered  only  by 
m  small  hole  from  above,  still  exist 
under  the  round  tower. 

There  is  a  foot-patli  or  horse  road 
direct  from  Volvic  to  Clermont. 

About  a  mile  before  entering  Cler- 
mont, the  suburb  of  Montferrand, 
a  cluster  of  narrow  streets  conspicu- 
ously seated  on  a  limestone  eminence, 
crowned  by  an  old  church  dedicated 
to  Notre  Dame  de  Frosperit6,  is  pass- 
ed. It  was  anciently  an  independent- 
town  and  fortress,  and  was  called 
Montferrand  le  Fort.  It  was  sur- 
prised and  pillaged  by  the  English, 
under   Ferrot    the   Bearnais,     1388. 


Froissart,  in  his  chronicles,  recounts  at 
length  the  story  of  its  capture. 

An  avenue  of  trees,  nearly  a  mile 
long,  leads  into 

15  Clebmont,  or  Clermont  Fer- 
rand. — Inns :  Ecu  de  France ;  H.  de 
r Europe  ;  H.  de  la  Faix  (Boyers); 
all  dirty,  but  good  cuisine. 

Clermont,  once   capital  of  Lower 
Auvergne,  now  of  the  dept.  Fuy  de 
Dome,  is  in  itself  an  unprepossessing^ 
and  gloomy  town  ;  from  its  irregular 
and   confined   streets,  and  especially 
from   the  dull  hue  of  its  houses,  all 
built  of  lava.     Some   improvements 
have  been  made  of  late  years,    but 
enough  of  the  old  remains  to  justify 
Arthur  Young*s  description  of  parts 
of  it,   as  *^  one  of  the  worst  built> 
dirtiest,  and  most  stinking  places  I 
have    met    with.     Tliere    ai*e    many 
streets  that  can,  for  highness,  dirt,  and 
ill-scents,  only  be  represented  by  nar- 
row channels  cut  in  a  dunghill.*'     Its 
principal  interest  is  derived  from  its 
situation  on  a  hill,  composed  chiefly  of 
volcanic  tuff,  in  the  fertile  Limagne, 
in  the  midst  of  a  mountainous  country, 
at  the  foot  of  that  extraordinary  range 
of  extinct  volcanoes  which  rear  their 
conic  or  crater-shaped  forms  around, 
surmounted  by  the  mountain  of  the 
Puy  (i.  e.  pic)  de  Ddmet  whence  the 
department  is  named,  which,  though 
apparently  overhanging  Clermont,  is 
nearly  5  m,  distant.     The  population 
amounts  to  82,427,    including    the 
suburbs. 

On  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  nearly 
all  round  its  circuit,  except  on  the 
N.W.,  runs  a  line  of  boulevards,  or 
"  places,"  the  chief  of  which  are  the 
Place  de  Jaude,  a  wide  oblong  dusty 
space  on  which  fairs  are  held,  sur- 
rounded by  houses;  the  Place  de 
TaureaUy  on  which  a  monument  has 
been  raised  to  Gen.  D^saix,  a  native 
of  Clermont;  and  the  Place  Delille, 
by  which  tlie  Faris  road  enters  the 
town,  named  after  the  poet,  who  was 
also  an  Auvergnat. 

Clermont  is  destitute  of  fine  public 
buildings  :  the  principal  edifice  is  the 


AUVERGNE. 


Route  109.  —  Clermont 


389 


cathedral,  externally  an  irregular  pile  of 
dark  lugubrious  hue ;  it  suHered  seri- 
ous injury  from  the  phrenzy  of  the 
Revolution,  being  stripped  of  its  orna- 
mentsand  monuments,  and  condemned 
by  the  mob  to  be  levelled  with  the 
ground,  but  was  saved  by  the  exertions 
of  a  citizen  and  magistrate,  M.  Verdier 
Ijatour,  under  the  pretext  that  it 
would  be  useful  to  hold  popular  meet- 
ings in.  It  is,  notwitlistanding,  an 
interesting  example  of  the  mature 
pointed  Gothic,  begun  1248,  and  car- 
ried on  till  1265,  by  the  architect 
Jean  Deschamps  (J.  de  Campis), 
but  never  completed.  The  interior, 
therefore,  is  all  of  a  piece,  presenting 
one  harmonious  whole,  remarkable 
for  its  lightness  and  loftiness,  the 
vaulted  roof  (of  tufa)  being  more 
tbau  100  feet  above  the  pavement. 
There  are  (ine  rose  windows  in  the 
transepts.  The  painted  glass  is  very 
beautiful ;  that  in  the  choir  is  of  the, 
i^eof  St.  Louis  (13th  century),  and 
displays  his  arms  quartered  with  those 
of  Spain :  the  glass  in  the  large  window 
of  the  nave  is  of  the  15th  and  16th 
centuries,  and  inferior ;  it  has,  besides, 
suffered  from  a  hailstorm  in  1835. 

In  one  of  the  side  chapels  of  the 
choir  is  an  ancient  sarcophagus  of 
white  marble,  adorned  with  sculptures 
well  executed. 

The  N.  portal  suffered  least  at  the 
Revolution,  is  very  richly  adorned 
with  sculptures,  and  deserves  notice. 

From  the  top  of  the  tower  the 
stranger  may  survey  to  advantage  the 
town,  and  the  volcanic  mountains, 
the  valley  of  the  Limagne,  and  the 
plateau  of  Gergovia,  the  scene  of 
Csesar's  discomfiture.  (See  p.  394.) 

The  most  ancient  and  interesting 
church,  in  an  architectural  point  of 
view,  is  Notre  Dame  du  Port,  a  Ro- 
manesque edifice  of  the  10th  or  11th 
century,  judging  from  the  evidence 
pf  style,  but  said  to  date  from  870, 
and  perhaps  portions  of  the  very  curi- 
ous  crypt  may  be  of  that  age.  It  is 
encrusted  externally  with  rude  mo- 
saics.    The  tower  above  the  W.  door 


is  modern  (1823),  but  in  tolerable 
taste  :  the  S.  doorway  is  surmounted 
by  curious  bas-reliefs,  much  muti- 
lated, and  partly  hidden  behind  wood- 
work ;  yet  Christ,  between  two  six- 
winged  cherubims,  and  the  Adora- 
tion of  the  Magi,  and  the  Baptism  of 
Chiist,  may  be  distinguished  below. 
The  interior  possesses  some  modem 
painted  glass  by  a  native  artist,  M. 
Thevenot,  and  in  the  crypt  is  a  black 
image  of  the  Virgin,  said  to  have 
been  found  at  the  bottom  of  a  well, 
which  is  supposed  to  work  miracles, 
and  is  resorted  to  by  pilgrims  on  the 
15th  May. 

In  the  N.E.  comer  of  the  town, 
not  far  from  the  last-named  church, 
is  the  Place  Delille,  in  the  midst  of 
which  has  been  placed  a  fountain  of 
elegant  design  in  the  style  of  the  Re^ 
naissance,  with  some  mixture  of  Go- 
thic, executed  1515,  for  the  Bishop 
Jacques  d'Amboise.  In  the  same 
quarter,  on  the  1.  of  the  road  to  MonC- 
ferrand,  is  the  Cim6tiere  de  la  HUe ;  in 
whose  chapel  a  curious  antique  sar- 
cophagus, richly  sculptured,  has  been 
converted  into  an  altar. 

In  the  Faubourg  St.  Alyre,  to  the 
N.W.  of  Clermont,  and  at  the  foot  of 
the  eminence  on  which    it  is  built, 
rises  a  remarkable  calcareous  spring, 
called  Fontaine  petrifiante,  issuing  out 
of  a  volcanic  peperino  resting  upon 
granite.  It  resembles  that  of  Matlock, 
except    that    its  deposits    are    more 
copious  and  quickly  formed,  from  the 
larger  quantity  of  calcareous  matter 
suspended  by  the  carbonic  acid  with 
which  it  is  impregnated.     It  lias  de- 
posited in  the  course  of  ages  a  mass  of 
travertine  or  limestone,  240  feet  long, 
16  feet   high,   and  12  feet  wide   at 
its  termination.     It  has  formed  over 
the  rivulet  a  sort  of  natural   bridge, 
Pont  de  Pierre,  which  is  in  fact  no- 
thing   more  than  a  huge  stalactite, 
while  a  second  bridge  is  in  progress, 
and  gradually  increasing.  So  abundant 
is  the  quantity  of  lime  held  in  solutiOR 
in  the  water,  that  the  pipes  and  trough* 
through   which    it  passes  would  be 

s  3 


890 


JRatUe  109.  —  Clermont  —  Puy  de  Ddme,      Sect.  V. 


choked  up  with  stone,  were  they  not 
cleared  out  every  2  or  3  months.  By 
breaking  the  fall  of  a  jet  of  the  water, 
and  allowing  its  spray  to  descend  upon 
any  articles  subjected  to  it,  such  as 
bunches  of  grapes,  baskets,  nests,  eggs, 
hedgehogs,  &c.,  they  become  encrust- 
ed with  the  calcareous  sediment,  or 
petrified,  as  it  is  vulgarly  called ;  and 
in  this  way  even  very  fine  casts  are 
obtained  from  medals,  &c. 

The  fountain  and  bridge  are  situ- 
ated in  a  garden,  within  which  is 
a  bathing-bouse,  supplied  from  its 
waters. 

The  Mus6e,  or  Etablissement  Scien- 
tifique,  a  building  situated  on  the  S. 
side  of  the  town  within  the  ill-kept 
but  beautifully-situated  botanic  gar- 
den, contains: — 1.  a  collection  of  A^ 
tural  History,  particularly  rich  in  the 
xnineral  products  of  Auvergne,  which 
may  be  studied  with  advantage  by  the 
geological  traveller  previous  to  tra- 
▼elling  through  the  country,  as  the 
specimens  are  arranged  topographi- 
cally. 2.  The  PubUcIJbraryoilS^iyOO 
vols.,  including  some  curious  ancient 
MSS.  and  a  folio  bible  of  the  12th 
century,  illuminated  with  vignettes. 

Here  is  a  statue  of  Pascal  (b.  \  623), 
and  a  bust  of  Delille,  both  Auver- 
gnats. 

In  a  comer  of  the  Jardin  Botanique, 
a  number  of  antiquities,  inscriptions, 
fragments  of  columns,  &c.^  and  a  bead 
in  relief  of  the  Gallic  Mercury  (?  ), 
dug  up  in  the  vicinity,  have  been  de- 
posited, but  are  very  little  cared  for, 
being  exposed  to  the  weather  in  the 
open  air. 

The  terraced  walks  called  Place  du 
Taureau  and  Place  de  la  Poterne 
command  fine  views  of  the  surround- 
ing mountains. 

Clermont  has  been  the  seat  of  seve- 
ral ecclesiastical  councils :  the  most  re- 
markable was  that  held  in  1095,  which 
may  be  said  to  have  lighted  the  spark 
of  the  Crusades  in  Europe,  the  train 
having  l>een  laid  by  Peter  the  Her- 
mit. It  was  convoked  by  Pope 
Urban  II.,   who  presided   in  person 


over  the  vast  assembly,  at  the  head 
of  his    cardinals,  of  13  archbishops, 
and  205  bishops.    The  place  of  ooeet* 
ing  is  supposed  to  have  been  an  open 
space  to  the  rear  of    the   churdi  of 
Notre  Dame  du  Port.     Here,  from  a. 
throne   raised  in   the  midst,  around 
which  were  grouped  the  tents  of  tens 
of  thousands  of  enthusiastic  hearers, 
the  pope  pronounced  that   eloquent 
discourse  which  melted  all   to  tears, 
and  was  followed   by  the  universal 
shout  of  <<  Dtexle  volt  *'  (  Dieu  le  veut)  ; 
when  the  cloaks  of  red  cloth  worn  by 
the  noble  bystanders 'were  torn  into 
shreds,  to  form  the  badge  of  tlie  cross^ 
then  first  adopted  and  laid  on  the 
breast  of  all  who  took  the  vow. 

Clermont  is  supposed  to  be  the  an- 
cient Augtistonemetum, 

CoTweyances, — MaUepostes  to  Plu-is 
by  MoulJns;  to  Montpellier,  by  St. 
Flour,  St.  Chely,  Marvejols,  and 
Lodeve. 

Diligences  daily  to  Paris,  by  Mou- 
lins ;  to  Lyons ;  to  Le  Puy  and  St. 
Etienne;  to  Montpellier,  to  Aurillac, 
to  Alby  and  Toulouse,  to  Limoges 
and  Bordeaux. 

Several  persons  in  the  town  let  for 
hire  carriages  and  saddle-horses,  by 
aid  of  which  numerous  interesting 
excursions  may  be  made  in  the 

Environs,  the  beauties  of  which, 
however,  can  be  reached  only  by  pass- 
ing over  a  dreary  intervening  space  of 
dusty  road  between  high  walls. 

The  ascent  of  the  Puy  de  Ddme,  the 
highest  mountain  in  the  neighbour-' 
hood,  4,846  ft.  above  the  sea  level,  is 
very  interesting  on  account  of  the  in- 
sight it  affords  into  the  geological 
phenomena  of  the  district.  It  may  be 
performed  in  the  following  manner: 
—  you  may  hire  a  cbar-a.banc  at  Cler- 
mont for  8  or  10  fr.  to  go  and  return. 
No  carriage  can  advance  farther  than 
to  the  foot  of  the  cone,  the  rest  of  the 
ascent  must  be  performed  on  foot ;  it 
is  practicable  on  horseback  if  the  beast 
be  sure  of  foot :  the  distance  is  about 
6  m.  A  steep,  but  well  engineered 
road,    commencing    at    the    barrier 
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passing,  at  first,  over  black  basalt, 
and  afterwards  over  the  more  modern 
lava,  scoriae,  and  calcined  stones,  which 
have  issued  from  the  Puy  de  Pariou, 
leads,  in  about  an  hour  and  ^,  to  the 
hamlet  and  cabaret  of  la  Barraque, 
where  the  road  divides,  the  1.  hand 
branch  leading  to  the  Puy  de  Dome 
and  Mont  Dore,  the  rt.  hand  to  the 
Puy  de  Pariou  and  Pont  Gibaud, 
and  passing  on  the  I.  the  ruined  Castle 
of  Montrodeix.  A  guide  may  be 
hired  at  la  Barraque,  and  the  carriage 
may  proceed  nearly  to  the  base  of  the 
Dome,  beyond  which  is  a  very  steep 
ascent,  partly  over  coarse  grass,  mixed 
with  bilberry  bushes,  partly  over  the 
bare  crumbling  rock,  of  which  the 
mountain  is  composed ;  a  variety  of 
trachyte,  called  Domite  by  the  French 
geologists,  because  peculiar  to  this 
locality.  It  is  so  porous,  that  it 
retains  no  water  on  its  surface,  and 
the  mountain  in  consequence  does  not 
possess  a  single  spring.  The  sum- 
mit is  most  easily  accessible  from 
the  S.,  where  a  sort  of  zigzag  path 
has  been  carried  up  its  side.  The 
Puy  (pic)  de  Dome  rises  to  a  height 
of  1 ,600  ft.  above  the  table  land 
around ;  it  is  the  largest  in  mass,  and 
the  most  central  of  tlie  group  of  vol- 
canoes of  Clermont.  Viewed  from 
the  W.  only  has  it  the  form  of  a  dome, 
but  its  name  is  said  to  come  from 
dumum,  the  thickets  which  once  co- 
vered its  sides.  From  the  top,  the  eye 
surveys  the  singular  range  of  igneous 
mountains,  craters,  domes,  lava  cur- 
rents (called  dieires  in  the  dialect  of 
the  country),  and  heaps  of  scoriae, 
the  produce  of  volcanoes,  which, 
though  extinct  within  tiie  period 
of  all  human  tradition,  were  once 
as  active  as  iBtna  or  Vesuvius,  and 
converted  the  surrounding  district  into 
the  Phlegraean  Fields  of  France.  In 
many  instances  the  vast  lava  currents 
flowing  across  tlie  country  for  miles, 
may  be  traced  up  to  the  funnel-shaped 
craters  which  poured  them  forth.  The 
fertile  Limagne  lies  expanded  to  view, 
traversed  by  the  winding  Allier.     On 


the  S.  W.  rises  the  rival  group  of  voi<* 
canoes  of  the  Monts  Dore ;  the  re- 
mainder of  the  panorama  is  somewhat 
uninteresting  over  a  monotonous  coun- 
try. The  range  of  hills  of  the  Monts 
Dome  rise  from  a  granitic  platform, 
and  stretch  *'  18  m.  in  length  by  2  in 
breadth.  They  are  usually  truncated 
at  the  summit,  where  the  crater  is 
often  preserved  entire,  the  lava  having 
issued  from  the  base  of  the  hill ;  but 
frequently  the  crater  is  broken  down 
on  one  side,  where  the  lava  has  flowed 
out.  Had  these  cones  of  loose  sand 
and  ashes  been  in  existence  previous 
to  the  Deluge,  tliey  must  have  been, 
swept  away,  or  greatly  altered,  by  the 
power  of  a  current  of  water.  Had 
these  volcanoes,  again,  been  in  activity 
in  the  time  of  Caesar,  he  would 
scarcely  have  failed  to  observe  them» 
when  encamped  on  the  neighbouring 
plateau  of  Gergovia  ( p.  3  94.  },or  to  have 
mentioned  them  in  his  Commentaries.*' 
—  LyelVs  Geology.  See  Scrope  and 
Davheny  on  Volcanoes, 

The  experiments  instituted  by  the 
philosopher  B.  Paschal,  to  determine 
the  weight  or  pressure  of  the  atmo« 
sphere,  were  made  on  the  Puy  de 
Ddme  within  view  of  his  native  town. 

A  chapel,  dedicated  to  St.  Barnabe^ 
formerly  stood  on  the  summit;  and  the 
blocks  of  basalt,  brought  from  a  dis- 
tance to  build  it,  still  strew  the  moun.* 
tain  side. 

In  descending  from  the  summit,, 
every  one  should  visit  the  crater 
called  the  Hen*s  Nestj  Nld  de  laPoule, 
at  the  base  of  the  Petit  Puy  de  D6me» 
a  regular  bowl-shaped  hollow  294 
feet  deep,  and  nearly  the  same  in  dia- 
meter. 

Still  further  to  the  N.,  the  Pui/  de 
Pariou  deserves  to  be  ascended,  be- 
cause it  is  one  of  the  most  beautifully 
regular  and  perfect  volcanic  cones 
and  craters  existing  in  Auv^rgne. 
The  sides  of  this  bowl-shaped  hollow 
are  composed  of  scoriae  and  pozzolana, 
thrown  up  so  regularly  from  below ,» 
that  they  taper  upwards  into  a  narrow 
ridge  so  little  degraded  by  time  or  by, 
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the  weather,  that  in  many  place  it  is 
barely  wide  enough  for  one  person  to 
walk  along  it.  Tl:e  crater  is  300  feet 
deep,  and  SOOO  in  circumrerence, 
measured  along  the  brim  of  the  bowl. 
It  has  the  figure  of  an  inverted  cone. 
**  It  is  clotlicd  to  the  bottom  with 
grass ;  and  it  is  a  somewhat  singular 
spectacle  to  see  a  herd  of  cattle  quietly 
grazing  above  the  orifice  whence 
such  furious  explosions  once  broke 
forth.  Their  foot  tracks,  round  the 
shelving  side  of  the  basin,  in  steps 
rising  one  above  the  other,  like  the 
seats  of  an  amphitheatre,  make  the 
excessive  regularity  of  its  circular 
basin  more  remarkable." —  Scrope. 

The  lava  from  this  crater  flowed 
down  in  one  undivided  stream,  brist- 
ling and  rugged  on  its  surface,  like 
that  of  a  river  blocked  up  by  floating 
masses  of  ice.  After  descending  as  far 
as  la  Barraque  it  encountered  a  small 
knoll  of  granite.  The  lava  has  accu- 
mulated against  this  impediment  into 
a  long  and  elevated  ridge,  **  which  still 
bears  the  appearance  of  a  huge  wave 
about  to  break  over  the  seemingly 
insignificant  obstacle;  but  an  easier 
issue  offered  itself  in  two  lateral 
valleys."  The  rt.  hand  branch  "  en- 
tered the  valley  of  Villar,  a  steep  and 
sinuous  gorge,  which  it  threaded,  exact- 
ly in  the  manner  of  a  watery  torrent, 
turning  all  the  projecting  rocks,  dash- 
ing in  cascades  through  the  narrowest 
parts,  and  widening  its  current,  where 
the  space  permitted,  till,  on  reaching 
the  Limagne,.  it  stopped  at  a  spot 
called  Fontmore,  where  its  termination 
constitutes  a  rock,  50  feet  high,  still 
quarried  for  building-stone.  From 
the  base  of  this  rock  gushes  a  plenti- 
ful spring,  the  waters  of  which  still 
find  their  way  from  Villar,  beneath  the 
lava  which  usurped  their  ancient  chan- 
nel.'*— Scrope. 

The  left-band  branch  **  plunged 
down  a  steep  bank  into  the  valley  of 
Gresinier,  replacing  the  rivulet  which 
.  flowed  there  with  a  black  and  shagged 
torrent  of  lava  ;  entered  the  limits  of 
the  Limagne  at  the  village  of  Durtol, 


and,  following  the  course  of  the 
stream,  did  not  stop  till  it  reached  th«» 
site  of  the  village  of  Nohanent.  Here, 
as  at  Fontmore,  an  abundant  springs 
bursts  fortii  from  the  extremity  of  the 
lava  current  The  springs  of  the  valley 
of  Durtol  find  a  passage  beneath  the 
lava  concealed  among  the  scori8e,which 
always  form  the  lowest  part  of  a  bed 
of  lavn,  and  flow  on  in  these  sub- 
terranean channels,  till  they  burst 
forth  at  the  limits  of  the  lava,  in  the 
same  manner  that  the  Arveiron  and 
other  Swiss  rivers  issue  from  beneath, 
under  the  termination  of  a  glacier. 
Above  Nohanent,  consequently,  is  seen 
the  anomaly  of  a  valley  without  any 
visible  stream  ;  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Durtol  are  condemned,  in  seasons  of 
drought,  to  the  strange  necessity  of 
seeking  at  Nohanent,  a  distance  of 
2  m.,  the  water  which  flows  below 
their  own  houses.  A  similar  pheno- 
menon is  .common  throughout  Au- 
vergne,  wherever  a  current  of  recent 
lava  has  occupied  the  bed  of  a  moun- 
tain rivulet  not  sufficiently  copious  or 
violent  to  undermine  the  lava  above, 
or  open  a  new  side  channel  through 
its  former  bank."  —  P.  Scrope. 

«*  A  little  to  the  N.  W.  of  the  Puy 
de  Pariou  is  the  Pui/  de  Cliersou^ 
whose  *  figure  is  most  precisely  that 
of  a  bell,*  and  which  is  curious  from 
the  numerous  perforations  made  in  it 
for  the  purpose  of  oljtaining  trachyte 
for  sarcophagi."—  T,  J,  T, 

Instead  of  returning  from  the  Fuy 
de  Dome  by  la  Barraque  andthe  high 
road,  you  may  strike  down  into  the 
Val  de  Fontanat  to  Ttoyaty  a  poor  and 
filthily  dirty  village,  8  m.  from  Cler- 
mont, which  has  twice  been  nearly 
swept  away  by  inundations  of  the  tor- 
rent which  fiows  past  it.  It  is  built 
on  one  of  the  branches  of  the  lava 
current  which  has  issued  from  the  Puy 
de  Gravenoire.  The  torrent,  flowing 
through  the  valley,  has  cut  through  the 
bed  of  basaltic  lava  to  a  depth  of 
65  feet,  exposing,  at  the  bottom,  a  sort 
of  grotto,  out  of  which  gush  numerous 
copious  springs,  some  of  which,  con- 
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ducted  in  an  aqueduct  to  Clermont, 
supply  the  town  with  fresh  water. 
There  are  many  other  sources  higher 
up  the  valley,  issuing  out  at  intervals 
from  the  rocky  sides.  The  scenery, 
of  the  vale  of  lloyat  is  overpraised 
by  the  French;  but  a  fine  view  is 
gained  of  the  Puy  de  Dome  from 
some  part  of  it.  The  church  is  remark- 
able for  its  antiquity  (anterior  to  the 
11th  century) :  it  has  a  curious  crypt 
supported  by  low  columns,  and  a 
spring  rises  in  the  midst  of  it ;  it  is  in 
a  very  dilapidated  state. 

The  Puy  de  Gravenoire  is  composed 
of  scoriae  and  pozzolana;  the  latter 
is  used  in  the  country  to  make 
mortar,  and  is  commonly  called 
**  gravier  noire,*'  whence  the  name  of 
this  hill. 

"The  conical  basaltic  summit  of 
the  Puy  de  Girou,  3  or  4  m.  to  the 
S.  of  Clermont,  is  an  excellent  point 
for  obtaining  an  extensive  view  over 
a  considerable  portion  of  Auvergne." 

— r.  j:  t. 

At  Pontgibaud,  13  m.  from  Cler- 
mont, on  the  road  to  Limoges,  may 
be  seen  an  old  feudal  castle  of  the 
14th  century,  which  once  belonged  to 
the  family  Lafayette,  and  was  visited 
by  Montaigne,  and  the  smel ting- 
houses,  where  the  argentiferous  lead, 
from  mines  in  this  neighbourhood,  is 
refined  and  separated.  The  village 
and  castle  stand  on  a  lava  current, 
which  has  issued  from  the  base  of  the 
very  perfect  and  regularly-conical 
crater,  called  Put/  de  Come.  The 
course  of  this  current  deserves  observ- 
ation :  descending  the  granite  slope, 
it  has  covered  the  ground  on  which 
Pontgibaud  now  stands ;  then,  pouring 
in  a  broad  sheet  down  a  steep  granite 
hill  into  the  valley  of  the  Sioule,  it 
has  usurped  the  ancient  bed  of  that 
river  for  more  than  a  mile,  and 
crossing  the  more  ancient  stream  of 
Louchadiere,  near  Pichadoire,  termi- 
nates there.  The  river  has,  in  conse- 
quence, worked  out  for  itself  a  fresh 
bed  between  the  lava  and  the  granite 
of  its  W.  bank,  and  in  one  place  has 


laid  bare  a  singular  basaltic  colonnadei^ 
formed  of  jointed  pillars,  partly  verti- 
cal, partly  twisted.  "  In  the  ravine 
between  the  smelting  house  and  the 
castle  is  a  small  isolated  knob  of 
granite  which  separates  the  two  great 
lava  currents  of  Louchadidre  and 
Come.  The  former  continues  a  short 
way  down  the  rt  bank  of  the  river^ 
and  then  crosses  it." —  T.  J.  T. 

At  some  little  distance  to  the  N.  W, 
of  Pontgibaud  are  the  ruins  of  the 
Chartreuse  de  Port  Sainte  Maries  while 
in  an  opposite  direction,  a  little  to  the 
S.,  near  the  margin  of  the  lava  cur- 
rent, from  the  Puy  de  Come,  i« 
the  FoiUaine  d'OulCf  a  grotto,  whence 
issues  a  streamlet  which  is  partly 
frozen  in  the  hottest  weather  oi 
summer;  but  in  winter  preserves  m 
temperature  considerably  higher  thaa 
that  of  the  outer  air.  **  Several  of  the 
more  interesting  Puys  are  easily  ac- 
cessible from  the  road  between  Cieiv 
mont  and  Pont  Gibaud,  and  of  these 
two  may  be  particularly  specified, 
viz.,  the  Pui/  du  Grand  Sarcouy^ 
3799  feet  above  the  sea  level,  com- 
posed of  domite,  of  a  striking,  flattened 
hemispherical  form,  and  having  on  its 
S.£.  side  a  large  artificial  excavation, 
about  70  feet  long,  SO  wide,  and  35 
high,  from  which  the  trachyte  was 
quarried  i\\  ancient  times  for  sarco-' 
phagi ;  and  the  conical  Puy  de  ChopinCf 
3910  feet  above  the  sea,  of  a  singularly 
complicated  and  confused  geological 
structure,  and  composed  chiefly  of 
domite,  granite,  and  basalt :  the  view 
from  it  is  very  fine."—  T.  J.  T. 

The  Put/  de  Louchadiere  may  be 
visited  from  Pont  Gibaud  by  the 
cross-road  leading  to  Volvic. 

The  excursion  to  the  volcanoes  and 
baths  of  Mont  Dore  is  described  \m 
R.  110. 

The  Puy  de  la  Poir,  about  3  m. 
from  Clermont  on  the  Lyons  road,  it 
mentioned  in  R.  112. 

The  Limagne,  or  Valley  of  the 
Alliei*,  is  far  more  interesting  above 
Clermont,  on  the  way  to  Le  Puy,  thaa 
below  it.     Here  it  is  truly  a  luxu- 
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riant  garden,  teeming  wiili  the  most 
varied  productions. 

Soon  after  quitting   Clermont,  by 
the  road  to  Issoire,  we  skirt  a  lava 
current  from   the   mountain  Grave- 
noire,  called  Plateau  de  Beaumont,  a 
most  characteristic  specimen  of  a  lava 
stream,  which,  although  partly  covered 
with  vines,  exhibits,  even  to  the  un- 
scientific eye,  in  a  manner  not  to  be 
mistaken,  compact  and  porous  lava, 
ashes     (scorias),    and   volcanic  dust 
(pozzolana).     Beyond  rises    the  sin- 
gular peak  of  MoTitrognon,  n  basaltic 
dyke   bursting  through  fresh   water 
strata,  crowned  by  an  old  castle,  built 
by  the  1st  dauphin  of  Auvergne  (not 
by  Ccesar),  and  demolished,  like  so 
many  other  feudal  fortresses,  by  the 
Cardinal    Richelieu.       The    basaltic 
prisms  on  which  it  is  founded  are  the 
most  regular  which  occur  in  this  dis- 
trict.    Our  road  next  passes,  within 
a  short  distance  on  the  rt.,  the  Hill  of 
Gergavia  (4j  m.    from    Clermont), 
memorable  as  the  site  of  the  chief 
city  of  the  ^rtvmt(  whence  Auvergne), 
so  nobly  defended  by  the  Gauls  and 
their    chief,    Vercingetorix,  against 
Cssar,     who    was    more    seriously 
worsted  here  than  in  any  other  of  his 
numerous    campaigns,    having    run 
great  risk   of  being  made  prisoner, 
and   having    left  his  sword  in  the 
enemy's  hands.     The  hill  of  Gergovia 
is  as  interesting   for  its  geology  as 
for  its   history :    it  is   a  table-land, 
•composed  of  a  base  of  fresh  water 
marls,  capped  by  a  sheet  of  basalt, 
surrounded      by  steep   escarpments, 
absolutely  inaccessible  on  the  N.  and 
W.,  while  on  the  S.  and  £.  it  pre- 
sents a  slope,  in  the  form  of  steps,  oc- 
casioned by  the  horizontal  strata  of 
rock  composing  it.     At  the  base  of 
the  eminence  flows  a  small  stream, 
the  Auiun,  whence  the  Gaulish  gar- 
rison  are  supposed   to  have  drawn 
water,  there  being  no  springs  upon  the 
plateau  itself;  and  one  of  Ciesar*s  first 
objects  was  to  cut  them  off  from  this 
supply.     The  hill  called   La  Roche 
Blanche,  surmounted  by  a  tower  of 


tlie  middle  ages,  though  called  Tour 
du  C«sar,  is  conjectured  to  be  the 
Gaulish  post  seized  by  two  Roman 
Legions  in  order  to  effect  that  inject. 
Caesar's  camp  is  supposed  to  have 
been  formed  on  a  detached  and  lower 
eminence,  called  Le  Crest.  The  oolj 
traces  of  human  habitation  on  the  U^ 
of  the  table-land  of  Gergovia  are 
some  scanty  foundations  of  walls^ 
Some  Roman  coins  and  Gaulish  axes 
of  flint,  found  from  time  to  time,  and 
a  rampart  or  agger  of  loose  stonesy 
which  may  be  traced  near  the  margin 
of  the  plateau.  In  the  ravine  above 
tlie  village  of  Merdogne,  a  sectimi  of 
the  strata  composing  the  hill  is  ex- 
hibited, consisting  of  beds  of  white 
and  greenish  marls,  nearly  SOOft. 
thick,  intersected  by  a  basaltic  dyke, 
which  has  greatly  sJtered  the  marl  in 
contact  with  it.  In  the  flanks  of  this 
hill  also  are  found  extensive  deposits 
of  the  limestone  formed  of  the  cases 
of  insects  mentioned  before  (p.  387.). 

The  road  to  Le  Puy,  unlike  the  mo- 
notonous chauss^s  of  most  other  parts 
of  France,  winds  and  undulates  be- 
tween and  over  varied  heights,  some- 
times crossing  a  lava  current  or  basal- 
tic dyke,  and  is  generally  shaded  from 
the  sun  by  luxuriant  walnut  trees. 
Scarcely  an  eminence  but  possesses 
some  interest,  either  from  its  volcanic 
origin,  or  from  its  picturesquely- 
placed  castle  in  ruins,  or  village,  which, 
in  this  district,  is  almost  invariably 
perched  on  the  liill-top.  The  coun- 
try is  very  populous  as  well  as  fertile, 
and  intersected  by  numerous  roads. 

"  The  Puy  de  Marman^  a  little  to  the 
N.  of  Vayre,  is  celebrated  among 
mineralogists  for  the  beautiful  crys- 
tallized specimens  of  mezotype  con- 
tained in  the  volcanic  tuff  and  basalt 
of  which  it  is  composed.  In  the  same 
neighbourhood  interesting  fragments 
of  charred  wood,  whose  bark  has  been 
converted  into  mezotype,  are  met  with 
in  the  tufa  of  the  Puy  de  la  Pignette, 
situated  a  little  to  the  N.  of  Mouton." 
-.  T.  J,  T, 

After  passing  the  populous  village 
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Vayre,  we  reach,  by  a  steep  descent, 
the  post  station, 

23  Coudes,  situated  on  the  bank  of 
the  Allien  The  ccuttle  of  Montpey- 
roux,  on  an  adjoining  eminence,  now 
reduced  to  a  round  tower,  and  some 
fragments  of  walls,  belonged  to 
Philip  Augustus.  **  Near  Coudes  a 
variety  of  sandstone  termed  Arkose  is 
quarried  for  millstones.  Between 
Coudes  and  Montpeyroux  veins  of 
fibrous  arragonite  occur  in  travertine, 
and  farther  down  the  river  Allier  at 
Corent  there  are  gypsum  quarries 
which  afford  fine  specimens  of  fibrous 
gypsum.*' —  T.  J.  T.  From  Coudes 
through  a  lovely  country,  which  keeps 
the  attention  constantly  alive, 

In  the  Ravine  des  Etouaires,  near 
the  village  of  Perrier,  an  interesting 
geological  section  is  presented.  Here 
fossil  renuiins  of  extinct  quadrupeds, 
mastodon,  tapir,  rhinoceros,  elephant, 
&c.,  have  been  found  in  alluvial  beds, 
covered  by  volcanic  breccias,  and 
alternating  with  them.  Near  Vayre 
and  at  Perrier  the  rock  has  been  ex- 
cavated, to  form  cave-dwelUngs;  above 
Perrier  rises  the  tower  of  Maurifolet. 

A  view  of  the  Monts  Dores  rising 
on  the  W.  may  be  obtained  near 

11  Issoire  {Inrij  La  Poste),  an 
ancient  town  of  5990  inhabitants, 
situated  on  the  Couze,  a  short  way 
above  its  exit  into  the  Allier.  The 
church  of  St.  Paul  will  interest  the 
architect  and  antiquary,  as  a  charac- 
teristic specimen  of  Auvergnat  archi- 
tecture, as  it  prevailed  in  the  10th  and 
1 1th  centuries.  It  is  in  the  Roman- 
esque style,  ending  in  5  apses  at  the 
£.,  surmounted  at  the  cross  by  a 
tower,  the  upper  part  of  which,  and 
also  the  W.  front,  are  modem.  The 
exterior  of  the  wall  at  the  £.  end  is 
singularly  decorated  with  rude  mo- 
saics, and  with  12  medallions,  repre- 
senting the  signs  of  the  zodiac,  let 
into  the  wall  under  the  cornice. 
Under  the  window  of  the  N.  transept 
are  2  bas-reliefs,  representing  the 
Angel  appearing  to  Abraham,  and  the 
Sacrifice  of  Isaac.    In  the  interior  the 


arches  are  semicircular,  the  side  aisles 
and  transepts  being  covered  with  a 
stone  roof,  forming  the  quarter  of  a 
circle,  and  thus  serving  as  a  buttress 
to  support  the  tower  and  central  walls 
of  the  nave.  There  is  an  extensive 
crypt  under  the  choir. 

The  chancellor  Duprat  was  bom 
here.  The  chief  manufacture  is  that 
of  copper  kettles. 

After  passing  through  St.  Germain 
Lembron,  and  leaving  a  little  on  the 
I.  the  coal  mines  and  steam  engines  of 
St.  Florine  beyond  the  Allier,  we 
quit  the  volcanic  country,  and  the  De- 
partment Puy  de  Dome,  to  enter  that 
of  La  Haute  Loire,  shortly  before 
reaching 

20  Lempde  (/nn,  Poste)  situated 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Alagnon.  Here 
tlie  road  to  St  Flour,  Montpellier, 
and  Aurillac  (R.  114.),  branches  off. 
It  is  the  line  of  a  malleposte. 

14  Brioude.  —  Inn^  H.  du  Com- 
merce. The  very  fine  Romanesque 
church  of  St,  JuUen  is  curious  for  its 
semicircular  £.  end,  with  chequered 
patterns  in  a  coarse  mosaic  of  parti- 
coloured stones  on  the  outer  walls, 
and  round  its  5  projecting  apsidal 
chapels,  of  elegant  design.  The  in- 
terior is  lofty  ;  the  arches  of  the  choir 
are  pointed,  and  the  capitals  of  the 
columns  adorned  with  foliage;  the 
arches  of  the  nave  are  round,  and  the 
capitals  of  the  columns  supportingthem 
are  partly  very  grotesque,  partly  dis- 
play a  nearly  pure  classic  character. 
At  the  W.  end,  which  is  almost  bare 
externally,  is  a  sort  of  inner  vestibule, 
or  narthex,  supporting,  on  low  arches, 
3  cliambers,  one  of  which,  the  chapel 
of  St.  Michel,  is  decorated  with  cu- 
rious antique  Jrescoes  of  the  1 3th  cen- 
tury. The  canons  of  the  church  of 
St.  Julien  the  Martyr  anciently  bore 
the  title  of  counts. 

The  very  curious  Church  of  La 
Chaise  Dieu  is  distant  18  m.  from 
Brioude,  nearly  due  £. 

The  monastery  of  La  Chaise  Dieu 
(Casa  Dei)  now  ruined,  and  attached 
to  u  dilapidated  little  village  (Cheval 
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Blanc  is  the  inn),  is  situated  at  a  con- 
siderable elevation,  on  a  high  moun- 
tain. It  was  founded  in  the  1 1th 
century  by  St  Robert,  a  canon  of 
Brioude,  and  became  the  most  opu- 
lent  convent  in  Auvergne.  Of  this 
original  structure  nothing  exists  ex- 
cept,  perhaps,  an  external  gateway. 
The  monastic  buildings  were  de- 
stroyed at  the  Revolution.  The 
church  alone  remains,  and  is  a  noble 
edifice  in  the  pointed  Gothic  style, 
begun  1343,  chiefly  at  the  expense  of 
Pope  Clement  VI.,  a  native  of  Chaise 
Dieu,  who  laid  tlie  first  stone,  and  is 
buried  under  a  mutilated  monumentf 
surmounted  by  his  effigy,  wearing  the 
triple  crown.  The  carved  wood- 
work of  the  156  stalls  in  the  choir 
is  much  admired  and  deservedly. 
On  the  N.  wall,  which  encloses  the 
choir,  are  traces,  now  nearly  defaced, 
and  obliterated  by  moisture,  of  a 
Dance  of  Death,  painted  in  fresco, 
probably  in  the  15th  century.  Here 
are  preserved  some  of  the  most  cu- 
rious ancient  tapestries  remaining  in 
France,  executed  probably  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  i6th  century,  woven 
partly  with  gold  thread.  The  torn!) 
of  another  pope,  Gregory  XI.,  and 
of  an  abbot,  in  the  S.  choir  aisle  de- 
serve notice.  Two  sides  of  the  clois- 
ters remain  tolerably  perfect,  and  are 
of  a  good  style.  Contiguous  to  the 
church  rises  a  tall  square  donjon  totoerj 
the  only  remains  of  the  ancient  forti- 
fications which  surrounded  the  mon- 
astery. It  is  surmounted  by  a  bold 
cornice. 

2  m.  beyond  Brioude,  on  the  road 
to  Le  Puy,  at  the  wretched  village  of 
La  Vieille  Brioude,  the  Allier,  here 
running  in  a  deep  and  rocky  bed,  is 
crossed  by  a  Bridge  of  a  single  arch  of 
stone,  which  was  long  celebrated  as 
being  the  widest  in  span  of  any  known, 
measuring  181  English  ft.  and  90^  ft. 
in  height^  but  now  surpassed  by 
the  stone  arches  of  Turin  and  of 
Chester  (200  fu  span).  It  is  a  very 
noble  arch,  and  constructed  of  Volvic 
lava.       It  replaces   a  more   ancient 


bridge  (b.  1451),  of  equal  dimensions, 
which  fell  down  in  1822.  Imme. 
diately  beyond  the  bridge,  the  road 
begins  to  ascend,  and  continues  over  a 
hilly  and  uninteresting  country,  al- 
most constantly  mounting  higher,  for 
many  leagues.  A  little  beyond  the 
poor  village  of 

18  St.  George  d*Aurat,  the  chateau 
de  Chavagnac  is  passed,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  1  j  m.  on  the  1.  of  the  road: 
it  is  remarkable  as  l^eing  the  birth- 
place of  Gen.  Lafayette. 

By  a  long,  though  gradual  ascent, 
which  the  diligence  takes  3  hours  to 
surmount  <'au  pas,"  the  Montagne 
de  Fix,  separating  the  valley  of  the 
Allier  from  that  of  the  Loire,  is  passed. 
Measured  at  the  village  of  Fix,  this 
road  is  31 97  ft.  above  the  sea  level, 
and  one  of  the  highest  carriage  roads 
in  France. 

20  Limandre. 

We  are  now  again  upon  volcanic 
rocks,  belonging  to  the  basin  of  Le 
Puy.  The  small  river  Borne, which  runs 
into  the  Loire  below  Le  Puy,  iscrossed, 
and  the  road  is  carried  down  its  valley, 
passing,  at  a  distance  of  4  m.  from  Le 
Puy,  under  the  black  rock  of  ba- 
saltic breccia,  escarped  and  inaccessible 
on  all  sides  but  the  N.,  which  bears 
the  mined  castle  of  Polignac,  seat  and 
cradle  of  that  ancient  family,  the 
branche  ain6  of  the  name,  whence 
sprang  the  Cardinal,  a  diplomatic 
servant  of  Louis  XIV.,  and  the  well- 
known  minister  of  Charles  X.  It 
was  pulled  to  pieces  during  the  fury 
of  the  Revolution,  and  all  the  lands 
sold;  but  the  mouldering  and  pictu- 
resque ruins,  which  still  bristle  on  the 
top  of  the  rock,  were  repurchased  by 
the  family.  They  consist  of  rude  but 
strongly- built  walls,  often  double  and 
treble,  with  flanking  towers  at  inter- 
vals, surmounted  by  a  square  donjon 
tower.  Part  of  the  pile  of  buildings 
which  served  as  dwellings  may  be  as 
old  as  the  12th  century.  There  is 
little  to  be  seen  except  an  enormous 
mask,  rudely  carved  in  granite,  of 
a  bearded  human  face,  with  a  wide 
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orifice  for  the  mouth.  According  to 
the  tradition  a  Temple  of  Apollo  oc- 
cupied the  summit  of  the  rock  before 
the  castle,  and  from  this  mouth-piece 
(somewhat  after  the  fashion  of  the 
BocAa  della  Verita  at  Rome),  ora- 
cles were  delivered  :  hence  some  have 
gone  so  far  as  to  derive  Polignac  from 
"  Apollinis  Arx.*'  (?)  Sunk  in  the 
platform  of  the  casUe  is  a  well,  called 
Puit  ^ Oracle f  from  a  tradition  that 
the  oracles  were  delivered  from  it 
through  the  mask,  which  is  said  to 
have  covered  the  well.  At  a  depth 
of  20  ft  this  well  communicates  with 
a  vaulted  chamber,  supported  on  cir- 
cular arches,  resting  on  square  piers, 
designed  doubtless  as  a  cistern,  into 
which  rain  water  was  conducted  by 
pipes,  now  stopped  up.  About  25 
paces  from  the  well  is  the  abyme^  a 
bole  about  40  ft.  deep,  and  15  wide, 
cut  in  the  rock,  probably  designed  as 
a  storehouse.  The  church  of  Polig- 
nac, at  the  foot  of  the  castle  rock,  is  an 
ancient  Romanesque  edifice. 

Upon  a  sudden  tuni  of  the  road, 
here  bordered  by  basaltic  columns,  a 
very  striking  view  is  presented  of  Le 
Puy  and  its  volcanic  rocks ;  the  "  spirey 
pinnacle"  of  St.  Michel's,  resembling 
more  an  artificial  obelisk  than  a  na. 
tural  eminence,  and  Corneille,  start- 
ing up  from  amidst  the  masses  of 
buildings,  while  on  the  rt  appears 
Espailly. 

16  LePut.—- /ii»M.*  Palais  Royal: 
— H.  du  Commerce,  neither  first  rate. 
Le  Puy,  anciently  capital  of  the  Ve- 
lay,  and  now  of  the  Department  of 
Haute  Loire,  with  14,924  inhabit- 
ants, is,  at  a  distance,  one  of  the  most 
striking,  uncommon,  and  picturesque 
towns  in  France.  Excepting  the 
broad  modern  Boulevard,  through 
which  the  high  roads  from  Clermont 
and  St  Etienne  pass,  which  stands 
on  level  ground,  the  buildings  and 
narrow  streets  of  the  old  town  are 
carried  up  a  steep  slope,  surmounted 
by  a  towering,  table-topped  mass, 
called  Rocker  de  Corneille,  whose  sum- 
mit, vertically  escarped  and  moulder- 


ing in  the  form  of  turrets,  is  sur- 
mounted by  the  ruins  of  an  old  castley 
the  stronghold  and  place  of  retreat 
from  danger  of  the  former  bishops. 
This  rock  is  a  volcanic  breccia,  resting 
on  a  calcareous  base. 

Far  more  remarkable,  though  less 
lofty,  is  the  Rocker  de  St,  Mickey  an 
isolated  rock  of  basaltic  tufa,  which, 
from  its  needle  shape,  gives  the  name 
De  rAiguiUe  to  the  suburb  in  which  it 
stands.     It  rises  from  the  margin  of  the 
stream  of  the  Borne  to  a  height  of 
265  ft.,  with  a  thickness  of  500  ft  at 
its  base,  and  45  or  50  on  its  top.     It 
is  a  fragment  of  a  vast  bed  of  vol- 
canic rock,  once  covering  the  country 
around.     The  rocks  of  Corneille  and 
Polignac  are  also  relics  of  it,  and  be- 
cause harder  than  the  rest,  have  re- 
sisted the  erosive  processes  of  rivers, 
and  the  atmosphere,  which  have  scoop- 
ed out  into  valleys  the  intervening 
portions,  and  have  washed  away  the 
debris.     Faujas  de  St  Fond  absurdly 
supposes  the  Aiguille  of  St  Michel 
to  have  been  projected  by  a  volcanic 
eruption   from   below,    and   consoli- 
dated in  its  actual  form.     The  sides 
of  this  truncated  cone,  or  sugar-loaf, 
are  nearly  vertical,  and  its  top  is  sur- 
mounted by  a  small  ckapel,  which  jqst 
fills  the  platform,  dedicated  to  Mi- 
chael, the  saint  who  loves  such  airy 
sites    (see  p.  93.).       This   building, 
rendered  accessible  by  a  winding  stair 
partly  cut  in  the  rock,  is  in  the  Ro- 
manesque style,  and  was  constructed 
at  the  cost  of  a  dean  of  the  cathedral 
in  the  10th  century.     Its  Moresque 
portal,  a  circular  arch  under  a  tre- 
foiled  arch,  is  ornamented  with  cu- 
rious sculptured  mermen,  bas-reliefs, 
and  chequered  stone  work,  composed  of 
black  scoriae,  white  sandstone,  and  red 
tile,  in  the  style  of  Marquetterie.  The 
interior  presents  a  low  irregular  choir, 
supporteid  by  short  pillars  with  carved 
capitals. 

From  the  top  of  the  rock  a  good 
view  is  obtained  of  the  vine-clad  hills 
covering  the  slopes  of  the  valley, 
dotted  ov#r  with  white  country-houses. 
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boxes,  and  pavUlons»  built  in  the  midst 
of  the  Tines,  also  of  the  white  escariv 
ments  of  the  tertiary  strata,  laid  bare 
here  and  there. 

Near  the  foot  of  this  rock  stands 
an  octagonal  building  which  has  long 
passed  for  a  heathen  temple  of  Duma, 
though  destitute  of  any  pretensions 
to  such  a  title,  being,  in  fact,  a  Chris- 
tian edifice  in  the  Romanesque  style, 
and  perhaps  originally  a  baptistery: 
some  say  a  chapel  of  St.  Claire.  A 
small  apse  projects  from  its  eastern 
side,  and  it  is  entered  by  doors  on  the 
N.  and  W.  It  has  an  octagonal  roof, 
with  a  bole  in  the  centre,  resting  on 
columns  placed  in  the  angles.  It 
may  have  been  built  by  the  Templars, 
who  had  property  in  this  suburb. 

A  road  slopes  upwards  from  St. 
Michel,  under  the  Rock  of  Corneille, 
past  the  Hospital,  and  the  little  turn- 
ing box,  in  which  enfans  trou^^s  are 
deposited  after  ringing  a  bell  to  an- 
nounce their  arrival,  through  the 
*'  Rue  de  la  Raison,"  to 

The  Cathedral,  which  rears  its  sin- 
gularly streaked  W.  front  high  over 
the  other  buildings.  The  regular  ap- 
proach to  it  is  up  the  steep  streets 
leading  from  the  market-place  to  the 
long  flight  of  steps  under  the  huge 
cavernous  vaulted  portal,  which  is 
prolonged  in  a  sort  of  corridor  be- 
neath the  church.  As  the  slope  of 
the  hill  denied  to  the  architect  level 
ground  sufficient  to  extend  his  church 
to  the  W.,  he  was  forced  to  raise  an 
artificial  platform  for  it  upon  these 
vast  substructions.  The  doorway  is 
flanked  by  two  pillars  of  Egyptian 
porphyry.  It  is  a  heavy  ungainly 
building  in  the  Romanesque  style; 
its  interior  not  improved  by  the  re- 
pairs and  stucco  applied  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Louis  XVIII.  The  oldest 
part  of  the  church  is  the  choir, 
including  4  compartments  of  arches 
on  either  side  and  the  transepts ; 
each  compartment  is  cross  vaulted; 
the  probable  date  is  the  10th  or 
11th  century.  This  church  is  chiefly 
remarkable     for  a    miracle-working 


image  of  N6tre  Dame  du  Puy,  which 
for  many  centuries  has  attracted  thou- 
sands of  devout  pilgrims,  who  still  re- 
pair hither,  though  in  less  number 
tlian  formerly.  Among  its  visitors  ia 
former  times  are  numbered  several 
popes,  and  the  following  kings,  Louis 
VII.,  Philippe  Auguste,  Philippe  le 
Hardi,  Charles  VI.  and  VII.,  Louis 
XL,  Charles  VIII.  andFran9ois  I.  : 
its  visitors  at  present  do  not  exceed 
4000  annually,  and  are  chiefly  of  the 
lower  order  of  peasants.  One  cause 
for  this  falling  off  may  be  that  the 
existing  image  deposited  over  the  high 
altar,  a  black  figure  of  the  Virgin  aud 
Child  with  shining  faces,  is  a  modem 
work,  executed  by  a  sculptor  in  the 
town,  whose  name  is  well  known,  from 
recollection  of  the  original,  which 
was  destroyed  at  the  Revolution.  The 
original  Notre  Dame  du  Puy,  be- 
lieved to  have  been  made  by  the  Chris- 
tians of  Mount  Lebanon,  or,  accord- 
ing to  some  accounts,  by  the  prophet 
Jeremiah  himself,  and  brought  to 
Europe  at  the  time  of  the  Crusades, 
was  of  cedar  wood,  singularly  swathed 
round  with  bands  of  papyrus  glued  to 
it,  and  partly  inscribed.  Upon  this  the 
features  of  the  face,  the  flesh  of  hands 
and  feet,  and  the  draperies  were  painted 
in  distemper,  in  a  rude  style,  probably 
by  some  artist  who  copied  from  Egyp*- 
tian  models. 

A  marble  tablet  on  one  side  of  the 
church  records  the  names  of  20  priests 
of  the  diocese  slaughtered  in  the  Re- 
volution 1793-4  and  8. 

The  m>onum£nt  raised  to  the  Con^ 
stable  Du  Guesclin,  whose  body  re- 
posed some  time  at  Le  Puy,  after  his 
death  at  Chateauneuf  de  Randon, 
and  whose  entrails  were  buried  here, 
has  recently  been  restored  in  a 
chapel  on  the  N.  side  of  the  Gothic 
church  of  St,  LaurerU,  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  town.  His  effigy  repre- 
sents him  in  armour,  except  the  hel- 
met, lying  on  his  back,  his  hands 
raised  in  prayer.  The  head  is  modem, 
but  copied  from  a  cast  of  the  original 
destroyed  by  the  Baron  des   Adrets 
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and  his  followers,  and  is  considered 
to  have  some  claim  to  be  looked  on  as 
a  portrait. 

The  collections  in  the  Mtaie,  not 
far  from  the  cathedral,  are  of  con- 
siderable interest  as  local  curiosities 
in    art  and   nature.      Besides  some 
mediocre    paintings,    (among    them 
Henrietta  Maria,  queen  of  Charles  I., 
a  copy  from    Vandyke  j  a  faint,  but 
curious  portrait  of  Henri  I  J.,  in  the 
style  of  Janetf  and  a  good  landscape 
by  Huysman,)  are  some  Roman  an- 
tiquities, a  bas-relief  of  a  Stag  and 
Boar  Hunt,  found   on   digging   the 
foundations   of  the  Eveche ;    also  3 
Genii  or  Cupids  fishing,  {one  with  2 
Dolphins  of  very  fair  execution)  from 
Margeaix ;  a  cippus  hollowed  out  into 
a  sarcophagus,  bearing  figures  of  arms, 
cut  in   relief,  among   tliem  a  cross- 
bow (  ? ) ;  cast  of  a  bronze  hand,  with 
a  Greek  inscription,  recording  a  treaty 
of  peace ;   a  cast  from  the  so-called 
Mask  of  Apollo,  at  Polignac,  (see  p. 
396.) ;  one  or  two  groups  of  Gothic 
sculpture,  nuns,  female  saints»  &c. ; 
carvings  in  ivory,  in  Byzantine  and 
Gotliic  styles;  a  portion  of  the   in- 
scribed papyrus  in  which  the  image  of 
N.  D.  de  Puy  was  swathed,  preserved 
at  the  time  the  image  was  burnt,  at 
the  Revolution ;  some  old  furniture  ; 
an  abbot's  seat,  carved  in  the  style  of 
the  Renaissance,  and  an  arm-chair  of 
Gothic  work,  bearing  the  arms  of  Po- 
lignac. Those  who  take  interest  in  the 
geology  and  mineralogy  of  the  district 
will  find  the  collections  here  not  only 
the  best  part  of  the  whole  museum, 
but  one  of  the  best  arranged  and  best 
named  cabinets,  which  any  provincial 
museum  in  France  possesses,  under  the 
inspection  of  M.  Bertrand  de  Doue, 
the  able  expositor  of  the  geology  of 
Velay.  The  formations  of  La  Puy  en 
Yelay,  the  Vivarais,  and  the  Ardeche 
may  be  studied  in  distinct  series  of 
specimens  topographically  arranged, 
side  by  side  with  a  series  of  the  vol- 
canic rocks  of  Vesuvius  for  the  sake 
of  comparison. 

Here  are  preserved  the  bones  of 


rhinoceros,  hyaena,  deer,  &c.,  found 
by  Dr.  Hibbert,  a  Scotch  geologist, 
at  St.  Privat  d*Allier,  in  a  matrix 
of  scoriae,  between  2  layers  of  basaltic 
lava;  a  discovery  of  great  interest, 
as  proving  the  recent  date  at  which 
the  volcanoes  of  the  Velay  were  in 
activity ;  also  fossil  bones  of  Pa- 
Iseotherium,  of  Anthracotherium  Ve^ 
launum,  so  named  by  Cuvier  from 
Le  Puy,  the  locality  where  it  was 
found,  of  hippopotamus,  found  in 
the  terrain  du  transport  near  Polig- 
nac, and  fossil  fruits  from  the  coal 
measures  at  Longeac. 

The  manufacture  of  cotton  lace 
gives  employment  to  the  females  of 
the  lower  classes  in  and  about  the 
town,  and  some  specimens  are  shown 
at  the  museum  of  great  beauty. 

About  1  m.  W.  of  the  town  is  the  vil- 
lage  of  £«2Da/y,  surmounted  by  another 
castle-crowned  rock  of  volcanic  brec- 
cia. Charles  VII.  was  residing  here 
during  the  occupation  of  France  by 
the  English  (1422),  when  news  was 
brought  of  the  death  of  his  father, 
and  his  scanty  train  of  followers  pro- 
claimed him  King  of  France  in  the 
ancient  fashion,  by  raising  him  aloft 
on  a  shield,  at  the  same  moment  that 
the  infant  Henry  VI.  of  England 
was  proclaimed,  with  all  pomp,  at 
Paris,  the  successor  to  the  French 
throne.  There  are  good  displays  of 
basaltic  columns  here,  called  Les 
Orgues  (fEspalys  and  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  in  the  eminence  of 
Denise,  several  coarse  varieties  of  pre- 
cious stones,  sapphires,  zircons,  and 
garnets,  are  found  in  the  basalt,  and 
in  the  sands  of  the  neighbouring 
streamlet  of  Riou  Pezzouliou.  Fossil 
remains  of  Anthracotherium  and  other 
extinct  animals  have  been  found  in 
the  marly  limestone  near  Espaly. 

The  castle  of  Polignac  is  a  walk  of 
about  an  hour,  not  far  from  the  road 
to  Clermont  (p.  S96*), 

The  Roche  Rouge,  an  isolated 
mass  of  basalt,  rising  abruptly  out  of 
the  granite  rock  to  a  height  of  60  ft., 
about  3  m.  to  the  £.  of  Le  Puy, 
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will  interest  the  geologist.  Its  name 
is  probably  derived  from  the  colour 
of  the  lichens  which  grow  on  it.  It 
is  nothing  more  than  the  expanded 
I>ortion  (renflcment)  of  a  basaltic 
dyke ;  which,  from  superior  hardness, 
has  resisted  tlie  action  of  the  weather ; 
while  the  softer  granite  around  has 
been  disintegrated.  The  dyke  is 
continued  on  either  side  in  a  vein 
often  not  more  than  a  foot  wide. 

Diligences  twice  a  day  to  St. 
Etienne ;  daily  to  Clermont,  and  to 
Langogne. 

<<  The  views  of  the  town  from  the 
surrounding  heights,  from  the  roads 
to  Espaly,  Polignac,  St.  Etienne, 
are  very  striking.  Mr.  Scrope  pre- 
fers the  extensive  panorama  from 
the  more  distant  Mont  tTOurs,  and 
observes  with  some  geological  en- 
thusiasm, —  "  There  are,  perhaps,  few 
spots  on  the  globe  which  offer  a  more 
extraordinary  prospect  than  this.  To 
the  eye  of  a  geologist  it  is  super- 
latively  interesting,  exhibiting  in  one 
view  a  vast  theatre  of  volcanic  for- 
mation, containing  igneous  products 
of  various  natures  belonging  to  dif- 
ferent epochs,  and  exhibited  under  a 
great  diversity  of  aspect.'* 

<*  The  traveller  bound  from  Le  Puy 
to  the  Volcanic  District  of  the  Vivarais 
and  Ardeche  may  take  the  diligence 
to  Pradelles,  and  thence  strike  across 
the  country,  by  bad  cross  roads,  to 
Aubenas,  by  Thueyts  (R.  118.  121), 
or,  more  directly,  by  a  mule-road  to 
Montpezat ;  in  the  course  of  which  he 
may  visit  the  Mt.  Mezene^  the  highest 
in  Central  France  which  is  volcanic, 
and  presents  some  wild  and  singular 
views.  He  may  also  pass  the  curious 
mountain  called  Gerbier  des  Jones,  at 
the  foot  of  which  rises  the  Loire. 
There  is  scarcely  any  accommodation 
on  this  route,  which  can  hardly  be 
performed  in  a  day;  and  the  people 
are  rude  and  forbidding." -—P.  F. 


ROUTE  110. 

CLERMONT  TO  MONT  DOBE  LES  BAIMS. 

I.  Grande   Route,   53^  kilom.  = 
S3  Eng.  m. 

II.  Petite    Route,    42    kilom.   ss 
27  Eng.  m. 

I.  Diligences  run  daily  in  summer. 

It  is  a  hilly  journey  by  either  o£ 
these  routes,  beginning  to  ascend  from 
the  Barrier  of  Clermont  to  La  Bar- 
raque  (see  p.  390.),  then  leaving  the 
Cone  of  the  Ptiy  de  Dome  on  the  rt. 
and  the  ruined  castle  of  Montrodeix 
on  the  1. ;  its  walls  formed  of  basaltic 
prisms. 

The  road  reaches  the  summit  level 
of  the  chain  of  the  Moots  Dome, 
at  a  spot  called  Mor^neau,  between 
the  Puys  de  Leschamps,  covered  with 
wood,  and  de  Montchi^,  a  volcano, 
furnished  with  4  craters,  which  has 
been  cut  away  at  the  base  to  give  pas- 
sage to  the  road ;  and  trunks  of  trees 
charred  have  been  disclosed  by  the 
section  of  the  trachytic  rock.  Des- 
cending the  opposite  slope  it  crosses 
the  stream  of  the  Sioule,  here  in  its 
infancy.  At  St.  Bonnet,  near  Pont 
des  Eaux,  a  basaltic  clinkstone  is 
quarried,  to  serve  as  roofing  slate, 
bridges,  fences,  &c. ;  the  thin  slabs 
ring  like  a  bell  when  struck. 

29  Rochefort. 

The  ruined  castle,  on  the  summit 
of  a  basaltic  rock,  once  belonged  to 
the  Dauphins  of  Auvergne. 

The  road  continues  to  ascend 
through  a  hilly  and  bleak  country, 
often  blocked  up  by  snow  in  winter. 
About  3  m.  beyond  the  village  of 
Laqeuille  the  road  to  Mont  Dore 
branches  off  to  the  1.,  out  of  that  to 
Aurillac  by  Muriac,  and,  crossing 
another  ridge,  descends  upon  the  vil- 
lage Murat  le  Queire,  in  the  valley 
of  the  Dordogne,  and  proceeds  up  the 
rt.  bank  of  that  stream  to 

24  Mont  Dore  les  Bains. 


I 


No.  1 1.  La  Petite  RotUe  is  the  same 
as  No.  I.,  until  reaching  the  village 
T/aschamp,  3  ra.  beyond  La  Barraque; 
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<*  or,  on  foot,  more  directly  and  agree- 
ably by  Thadde.  As  there  are  few 
villages,  the  route  may  most  conve- 
niently be  traced  by  the  Puys,  which 
are  passed,  viz.,  Gravenoire  and  Cha- 
rade on  the  rt. :  La  Bache  and  Las- 
solas,  also  on  the  rt,  are  extremely 
well  preserved,  and  are  completely 
thrown  open  on  the  S.  W.  side,  to- 
wards which  they  have  diverted  their 
lava  streams.  There  is  here  quite  a 
circle  of  craters,  among  which  Mont 
Jughat  and  Mont  Chat  are  conspi- 
cuous."—P.  J^. 

21  Randanne  (a  tolerable  road-side 
Inn).  In  the  vicinity,  at  tlie  foot  of 
the  Fuy  de  Montchal,  is  the  residence 
of  the  patriotic  philosopher  Le  Comte 
de  Montlosier,  who  settled  himself 
down  here,  after  his  return  from  exile 
in  1816,  in  the  midst  of  an  unpro- 
ductive wilderness,  the^ome  of  his 
fathers  having  been  destroyed  in  the 
Revolution,  and  by  the  enlightened 
agricultural  improvements  which  he 
introduced  redeemed  a  large  track 
from  unproductive  barrenness,  and 
<*  bid  the  desert  smile."  He  is  bu- 
rled in  a  small  Gothic  chapel,  erected 
on  a  pretty  spot  within  his  estate; 
the  priests  having  refused  enterment 
to  his  remains  within  consecrated 
ground,  on  account  of  his  writings 
against  the  Jesuits. 

About  S  m.  on  the  1.  is  the  sheet  of 
water  called  Lac  d*^idat,  formed  by 
the  volcanic  current  from  the  Fuv  de 
la  Vache,  damming  up  the  course  of 
2  rivulets.  On  its  borders  Sidonius 
ApoUinaris  is  said  to  have  lived,  and 
an  inscription  on  the  wall  of  the 
church  has  been  supposed  (?)  to  mark 
it  as  the  place  of  his  enterment.  **  To 
the  rt.  is  the  Pu^  de  la  Rodder  a  fine 
crater  opening  to  the  S.,  and  com- 
manding an  extensive  view  of  the 
Puys,  the  streams  of  lava,  and  the 
mountains  of  Mont  Dore.  Abun- 
dance of  jfine  crystals  of  Augite  are 
found  in  it.*'—  T.  J,  T, 

After  attaining  the  table  land  of 
Baladaud,  which  commands  an  ex- 
tensive view,  but  is  bleak  and  uniu- 


teresting  it  is  an  uninterrupted  and 
steep  descent  into  the  vale  of  the  Dor- 
dognc.  It  is  clothed  with  wood,  and 
interesting.  At  Quereilh  the  tra- 
veller turns  abruptly  to  the  1.,  and 
enters  the  valley  enclosing 

21  Mont  Dore  les  Bains,  The  p^ace 
is  filled  with  lodging-houses,  which 
supply  the  place  of  Injis :  there  is  a 
daily  table-d*h6te  at  most  of  them. 
The  rivers  and  lakes  furnish  trout, 
and  the  mountains  roe  venison.  This 
small  watering-place  is  a  village  at  a 
height  of  341 1  ft.  above  the  sea-level, 
in  an  upland  valley,  the  cradle  of 
the  river  i>or-dogne,  surrounded  by 
an  amphitheatre  of  volcanic  hills, 
tlieir  sides  clothed  with  verdant  mea- 
dows or  black  pine  forests,  but  torn 
and  gashed  at  intervals  by  ravines  and 
gullies,  down  which  numerous  streams 
dash  in  small  cascades  from  the  bare 
table-land  above.  The  village  lies  at 
the  distance  of  about  2.  m.  from  the 
Pic  du  Sancy,  the  highest  summit  in 
central  France,  6217  ft.  above  the  sea 
level,  and  the  culminating  point  of  the 
Mont  Dore,  that  vast  volcanic  excres- 
cence which  has  broken  through  the 
fundamental  granite  rock, and, stretch- 
ing from  this  point  to  a  distance  of  8 
or  10  m.,  measures  18  leagues  in  cir- 
cumference. It  is  seamed  and  fissured 
by  deep  valleys  radiating  in  all  direc- 
tions from  the  common  centre,  the 
chief  of  them,  on  the  N.  side,  being 
the  valley  of  the  Dordogne,  or  of  Mont 
Dore.  The  crater  from  which  this 
eruption  burst  forth  is  not  distinctly 
marked,  owing  to  the  dilapidations 
in  its  sides  caused  by  volcanic  con- 
vulsions, by  the  wearing  down  of  tor- 
rents, and  even  by  the  effects  of  the 
weather ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  we  see  the  traces  and  remains  of 
the  lava  walls  which  surrounded  **  the 
elevated  peaks  which  still  bristle 
over  the  circus-like  gorge  occupying 
the  very  heart  of  the  mountain,  and 
was  probably  the  site  of  its  central 
crater,  but  now,  branching  ofl'  into 
deep  and  short  recesses,  forms  the 
upper  basin  of  the  principal  valley. 
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and  the  recipient  into  which  2  moun- 
tain rills,  the  Dor  and  the  Dogne, 
unite,  at  the  source  of  the  noble  river 
which  henceforward  bears  their  joint 
names.'*  —  ScropCy  98. 

The  mineral  springs,  on  account  of 
which  Mont  Dore  is  resorted  to  from 
June  to  the  end  of  September,  are  8 
in  number,  2  being  cold,  the  rest  of  a 
temperature  of  106°  to  113°  Fabren. 
belt;  they  issue  out  of  tlie  trachytic 
rock,  at  the  foot  of  the  eminence  called 
Plateau  de  1*  Angle.  They  are  alka. 
line,  and  are  eflScacious  in  complaints 
of  the  lungs,  when  unattended  with 
inflammation,  in  disorders  of  the  sto- 
mach, and  in  rheumatism.  They  are 
conducted  into  a  very  handsome  bath' 
mg  establishment,  built,  like  the  rest  of 
the  houses,  of  a  trachytic  lava,  resem- 
bling  that  of  Volvic,  but  obtained 
from  a  neighbouring  quarry.  The 
most  copious  source,  La  M<»delaine, 
is  also  used  for  drinking,  and  large 
quantities  are  exported  in  bottles. 
It,  as  well  as  that  called  Le  Bain  du 
Caesar,  is  enclosed  in  Roman  masonryj 
proving  that  bath-loving  people  to 
have  made  use  of  these  warm  springs. 
Numerous  architectural  fragments, 
columns^  &&,  have  been  discovered 
here,  supposed  to  have  belonged  to  a 
temple  whose  foundations  exist,  and 
go  by  the  name  of  Le  Pantheon, 

Horses  may  be  hired  at  the  rate  of 
S  fr.  a  day ;  also  guides,  and  chaises- 
a-porteurs  with  bearers  for  ladies,  for 
the  numerous  interesting  excursions 
in  the  vicinity  of  these  baths.  In 
front  of  the  bath-house  is  a  pretty 
green  promenade,  encircled  by  the 
windings  of  the  Dordogne,  over  which 
a  suspension  bridge  has  been  thrown, 
conducting  to  a  path  which  leads  to 
the  base  of  the  Capucin,  the  isolated, 
cowl-shaped  rock,  conspicuous  from 
all  parts  of  the  valley,  named  from  a 
detached  pinnacle,  jutting  forward 
on  one  side,  said  to  resemble  a  monk 
in  a  hood. 

The  direction  of  the  valley  of  the 
Dor  from  its  head,  at  the  base  of  the 
Pic  de  Sancy,to  a  short  distance  below 


the  baths,  is  nearly  due  N.  and  S.  In 
its  £.  side,  not  more  than  ^  an  hour*a 
walk  above  the  baths,  a  singular 
breach  or  fissure  is  perceptible,  worn 
away  by  the  descent  of  a  stream  called 
La  Grande  Cascade,  which  has  cut 
through  the  rock,  and  exhibits,  in  the 
face  of  the  precipice,  an  instructive 
geological  section  of  a  series  of  beds 
of  trachyte,  tufa,  and  basalt.  Vast 
blocks  have  been  detached  and  hurlf^ 
below,  so  that  the  stream,  after  its  leap 
of  nearly  80  feet,  is  almost  hidden, 
from  view. 

The  Valley  of  Mont  Dore  is  a  region 
of  woods  and  waterfalls;  the  latter, 
though  not  of  any  great  elevation  or 
grandeur,  add  an  interest  to  the  many 
pretty  scenes  around ;  the  principid 
falls  are  the  Cascade  de  Quereilh  and 
de  Veraiere, 

On  the  W.  side  of  the  valley,  oppo* 
site  to  the  Grande  Cascade,  is  the 
gorge  called  VaUee  d^Enfer,  excavated 
out  of  a  volcanic  rock,  consisting  o£ 
scoriae  and  other  fragments,  bearing 
the  marks  of  lire,  over  which  rise  the 
naked  summits  of  the  Pic  d' Aiguiller. 
The  breccia  is  in  many  places  pene<* 
trated  by  vertical  dykes  of  dark  por** 
phyritic  trachyte ;  and  such  a  dyke 
forms  tlie  separation,  called  Les  Femes, 
between  the  gorges  of  £nfer  and  La 
Cour.  Similar  dykes  are  seen  tra<» 
versing  the  precipices  of  the  Picd'Ai- 
guiller  exposed  to  view  at  tlie  end  of 
the  Val  d'Enfer. 

The  ascent  of  the  Pic  de  Sancy 
may  be  made  in  2  hours  from  the 
baths,  on  horseback,  or  in  a  chair; 
proceeding  to  the  head  of  the  valley 
past  the  gorges  D'Enfer  and  De  la 
Cour,  and  turning  to  the  1.,  near 
the  ravine  of  La  Craie,  where  a  steep 
ascent  begins,  through  a  fir  wood, 
in  the  depths  of  which  lies  the  Cas* 
cade  du  Serpent,*  passing  the  marsh 
in  which  the  Dore  rises.  The  Pic  is 
reached  by  passing  the  high  Col  be- 
tween it  and  the  Puy  Ferrand.  The 
distant  objects  seen  from  it  are  the 
volcanic  group  of  the  Cantal,  to  the  S., 
and  the  Slonts  Dome  to  the  N.,  while 
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near  at  band  yawns  a  labyrinth  of 
▼alleys  and  gorges,  with  peaks  bristling 
around  on  all  sides ;  and  numerous 
small  lakes  glitter  in  the  depths, 
among  them  the  crater  Lakes  de  Pa- 
vin  and  that  De  Chambon. 

Another  very  interesting  excursion 
is  to  the  caitU  of  Murol,  situated  to 
the  E.  of  the  baths,  crossing  the  moun- 
tains by  the  Puy  de  Diane  and  the 
pretty  little  Lac  Ctiambon.  Murol, 
the  yillt^e,  is  built  at  the  base  of  the 
red  scoriaceous  volcanic  hill  called 
Puy  de  Tartaret,  upon  a  lava  current 
which  has  issued  from  it,  at  a  period 
long  after  the  formation'  of  the  vol- 
canic rocks  of  the  Mont  Dore.  Murol 
is  nearly  surrounded  by  a  dense  forest, 
one  of  ^e  finest  in  Auvergne. 

The  eaMle,  a  most  picturesque  ob- 
ject, crowns  the  summit  of  a  detached 
eminence  topped  with  basalt,  afford- 
ing a  platform  just  large  enough  to 
hold  the  fortress,  whose  walls  rise  up, 
as  it  were,  in  continuation  of  the  ver- 
tical precipices  beneatli  them.  It  con- 
sists of  a  double  enclosure,  an  outer 
wall  flanked  with  bastions,  dating  from 
the  16th  century,  and  an  inner  cir- 
cular wall,  surmounted  by  machicola- 
tions of  the  15lh.  In  the  midst  rises 
a  round  tower,  or  donjon,  command- 
ing tiie  country  far  and  near,  and  af- 
fording a  most  interesting  view  of  the 
plain  and  valley  around,  covered  with 
lava  vomited  fortli  from  the  Tartaret. 
Some  of  the  existing  constructions  of 
the  castle  are  as  late  as  the  18th  cen- 
tury, and  none  appear  older  than  the 
15th ;  the  first  mention  of  it  occurs  in 
1228,  when  its  seigneur  was  named 
Jean  Chambre  Chevarier.  There  is 
a  small  homely  inn  at  Murol,  where  a 
tolerable  bed  may  be  procured. 

The  Puy  de  Tartaret  deserves  the 
attention  of  the  geologist;  it  consists 
of  loose  scoriae,  lapilli,  and  fragments 
of  granite,  which  have  been  forced  up 
through  the  fundamental  granite  rock. 
<'  It  has  2  deep  and  r^ular  bowl- 
shaped  craters,  separated  by  a  high 
ridge,  and  each  broken  down  on  one 
side:**  the  lava  current  which  they 


have  furnished  first  spreads  over  the 
plain,  then,  contracting,  confines  itself 
to  the  valley,  whose  sinuosities  it  fol- 
lows as  far  as  Neschers,  a  distance  of 
1 3  ra. ,  occupying  the  channel  of  the 
former  river.  Near  Neschers  and 
Champeix  it  assumes  a  regular  co« 
lumnar  form. 

Rather  more  than  an  hour's  walk 
(4^m.)  from  Murol,  passing  partly 
over  the  lava  from  the  Puy  de  Tartaret, 
and  near  the  waterfeU  Des  Granges^ 
one  of  the  prettiest  in  Auvergne,  lies 
8t,  Nectaire,  a  village  possessing  hot 
incrusting  springs,  which  issue  from 
the  granite,  and  deposit  large  quan- 
tities of  lime,  and  a  curious  Ro- 
manesque church,  a  very  ancient 
and  unaltered  but  much  dilapidated 
specimen  of  the  style,  no  part  of  it 
apparently  older  than  the  1 2th  century. 
It  is  surmounted  at  the  cross  by  an 
octagonal  tower,  and  terminates  at  the 
£.  end  in  3  apses.  The  capitals  of 
the  pillars  in  the  choir,  carved  with 
bas-reliefs  of  scriptural  and  legendary 
subjects,  are  curious.  In  this  church 
are  preserved  a  curious  Byzantine 
crucifix  of  copper  gilt,and  areliquiary, 
in  the  form  of  a  bust,  of  embossed 
copper  gilt,  also  Byzantine,  and  pro- 
bably of  the  11th  century.  The  Castle 
of  St,  Nectaire,  the  cradle  of  a  noble 
family,  whence  sprang  2  marshals  of 
France,  has  been  destroyed. 

On  the  heights  above  the  Bains  de 
Boite,  not  far  from  St.  Nectaire,  are 
some  Drmdical  remainSf  consisting  of  a 
dolmen  or  altar  formed  of  the  unhewn 
blocks  of  the  granite  found  in  the 
country.  On  the  summit  of  the  hill  of 
Cornadore  are  extensive  excavations, 
supposed  to  be  of  great  antiquity, 
formed,  perhaps,  by  the  Gauls  as  store- 
houses, or  places  of  refuge :  they  are 
now  used  as  sheep-sheds.  "  Another 
interesting  excursion,  especially  for 
the  geologist,  may  be  made  to  the 
Rocks  of  La  Thuilliere  and  La  Sana- 
doire,  IJ  hours  from  Mont  d'Or.  The 
columnar  feldspar  or  phonolite  of  the 
Roche  Sanadoire  is  curious,  and  the 
view  fine.      1^  hour  more  takes  the 
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tniTeller  to  the  Lake  of  Senridres,  from 
which  he  may  gain  the  great  road  to 
Clermont  by  descending  the  valley  of 
the  Sioule  by  Vernines  (old  Castle) 
and  St.  BonneL**_P.  J*. 

The  above  is  but  a  very  imperfect 
enumeration  of  the  curiosities  and 
excursions  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
Mont  Dore,  which  affords  many  other 
objects  of  interest,  well  calculated  to 
repay  the  traveller  for  exploring.  A 
full  and  excellent  description  of  them 
will  be  found  in  the  work  of  M. 
Lecocq,  "  Le  Mont  Dore  et  ses 
Environs.**  • 


ROUTE  112. 

CLERMONT    TO    LTOMS,    BY    THIERS :-» 
MONTBRISOK. 

ISOkilom.  =  111   Eng.  m. 

The  road  out  of  Clermont  runs 
nearly  due  W.,  passing  on  the  1.  the 
Puy  de  la  Poix,  an  eminence  of  ba- 
saltic tufa,  having  on  the  N.  side  a 
spring  of  bitumen,  or  mineral  pitch, 
which  issues  out  of  the  eartli  along 
with  a  source  of  water. 

15  Pont  du  Chateau,  a  prettily 
situated  town,  named  from  a  bridge 
over  the  Allier,  by  which  our  road 
crosses  it  "  About  \  m.  above  the 
bridge,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  river, 
there  is  an  interesting  geological  dis- 
play of  fossiliferous  freshwater  lime- 
stone strata,  alternating  with  calca- 
reous beds  containing  volcanic  sub- 
stances. —  T.  J.  2\ 

The  Ch&teau  of  Beauregard^  a  little 
on  the  1.  of  the  road,  was  formerly  the 
country  seat  of  the  Bishops  of  Cler- 
mont, and  the  residence  of  Massillon 
as  such. 

11  Lezoux,  a  small  town  on  the 
verge  of  the  Limagne,  has  an  ancient 
church. 

The  castle  of  Ravel  belonged  to 
Philippe  le  Bel.     Our  road  is  hilly. 


*  For  any  corrections  and  additions  to  the 
above  Route,  derived  from  personal  know. 
ledge,  the  Editor  will  be  much  obliged. 


threading  a  part  of  the  chain  of  the 
mountains  of  Forez,  which  separate 
the  Allier  from  the  Loire. 

16  Thiers  (Inns:  Poste; — Hotel 
de  r  Europe ;  new  and  good),  an  in- 
dustrious manufacturing  town  built 
on  the  top  and  slope  of  a  peaked  gra- 
nitic hill,  at  whose  base  the  Durole 
flows  in  a  deep  rocky  bed,  turning 
many  paper-mills,  and  forges,  where 
various  articles  of  cutlery  are  wrought, 
the  staple  manufacture  of  the  town, 
giving  employment  to  a  large  portion 
of  its  9,830  inhabitants.     The  town, 
so  picturesque  at  a  distance,  with  its 
houses  rising  one  above  another,  on 
nearer  approach  is  found  to  consist  of 
dirty  lanes;  but  from  the  upper  part 
of  it,  especially  from  the  high  ter^ 
race,  fine  views  are  obtained  over  the 
Limagne,  and  the  distant  chain  of  the 
Monts  Dome.     Here  also  is  situated 
the  antique  church  of  St.  Gen^  a  Ro- 
manesque building,  chiefly  of  the  12th 
century,  though  the  vaults  of  the  roof 
are  newer :  the  end  of  the  S.  transept 
is  ornamented  with   coarse  mosaics. 
More  curious  to  the  antiquary  is  the 
church  Du  Moutier,  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  town ;  the  £.  extremity  of  the 
choir  has  been  referred  to  the   8th 
century. 

A  portion  of  the  old  castle  remains. 

Tlie  road  for  about  4  m.  is  carried 
along  the  edge  of  a  precipice,  and  is 
called  Le  Cordon. 

12  La  Berg^re. 

14  Noiretable,  a  village  at  the  foot 
of  the  high  Montague  de  THermitage. 

12  St.  Thurin. 

15  Boen.  /nn,  Leon  d*Or ;  dirty, 
but  good  cuisine. 

This  little  town  is  about  11m.  dis- 
tant from  Montbrison,  chef  lieu  of  the 
Dep.  of  the  Loire,  though  inferior  in 
extent  and  population  both  to  Roanne 
and  St  Etienne.  It  stands  at  the 
base  of  a  lofty  and  precipitous  rock, 
from  the  top  of  which,  or  from  the 
tower  of  the  neighbouring  church,  as 
some  say,  the  ferocious  leader  of  the 
Calvinists,  Le  Baron  des  Adrets,  com- 
pelled his  B^man  Catholic  prisoners 
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to  leap,  to  their  certain  destruction. 
When  one  of  the  condemned,  after 
twice  approaching  the  brink,  faltered 
in  taking  the  leap,  the  tyrant  ex- 
claimed, '<  Two  chances  are  too 
much,"  "  1*11  lay  you  will  not  do  it 
in  ten,**  was  the  ready  reply ;  and,  it  is 
said,  saved  the  roan's  life.  The  ca- 
thedral is  a  Gothic  building  of  the 
13th  century  (1205),  and  contains  the 
tomb  of  its  founder,  Guy  IV.,  Comte 
de  Forez.  (Inns  :  H.  du  Nord  :  — 
Du  Centre.) 

From  Boen  the  road  to  Lyons 
crosses  the  flat  and  marshy  plain  of 
the  Loire,  and  runs  parallel  with  the 
Lignon,  which  is  seen  on  the  rt. :  it  is 
crossed,  and  at  a  short  distance  tlie 
river  Loire  also,  before  entering 

18  Feurs,  which  occupies  the  site 
of  one  of  the  most  important  cities  of 
the  Gauls —jPorwm  Segusianorum,  In 
this  name  may  be  traced  the  modern 
one  of  Forez,  given  to  the  district  of 
which  it  was  the  capital,  during  the 
middle  ages.  Extensive  fragments  of 
Roman  walls,  aqueducts,  inscribed 
stones,  &c.,  attest  its  ancient  conse- 
quence.    Population  2250. 

The  railroad  from  Roanne  to  St. 
Etienne  (  R.  119.)  runs  past  the  town 
on  the  £.,  directly  across  our  line  of 
route. 

Soon  after,  the  road  ascends  out  of 
the  fertile  valley  of  the  Loire. 

11   St.  Barth^lemy  TEstr^. 

19  Duerne. 

A  high  mountain  ridge,  a  continu- 
ation of  the  hill  of  Tarare,  described  in 
R.  105.,  commanding  an  extensive 
view  over  the  valley  of  the  Rhone, 
and  extending  even,  it  is  said,  as  far 
as  Mont  Blanc,  is  traversed  in  this 
stage. 

1 1  La  Braly. 

14  Grand  Buisson. 

12  Lyon.     (Route  105.  p.  365.) 


ROUTE  114. 

CLERMONT  TO  TOULOITSE   BY  THE    CAN- 
TAL AND   AURILLAC. 

322  kilom.al99j  Eng.  miles. 

Those  who  wish  to  avail  themselves 
of  a  public  conveyance  must  take 
the  Montpellier  diligence  as  far  as 
St.  Flour,  whence  a  private  vehicle 
may  be  procured  to  Aurillac. 

The  most  direct  road  from  Cler- 
mont to  Aurillac  is  by  Rochefort 
(R.  110.)  and  Mauriac,  but  it  is  not 
provided  with  post-horses,  and  it 
avoids  the  picturesque  district  of 
CantaJ,  so  interesting  to  geologists, 
through  the  heart  of  which  the  fdl- 
lowing  road  through  Murat  is  car- 
ried. 

It  is  the  same  as  Route  109.  as 
far  as 

56  Lempde,  where  it  turns  to  the 
1.,  ascending  a  long  hill  as  it  quits 
the  town.  By  another  hill,  du  Gre- 
nier,  you  descend. in  zigzags  to 

18  Massiac  (dept.  Cantal),  where 
you  turn  to  the  1.  out  of  the  St. 
Flour  road,  by  a  very  pretty  branch 
line  carried  up  the  vale  of  the  Alag- 
uon,  not  yet  passable  for  diligences  to 

35  Murat.  Inn:  Chez  Dolly;  to- 
lerable, excepting  the  dirt.  Fine  trout 
here  and  elsewhere  in  the  Cantal. 

Murat  is  a  dirty  and  antiquated 
town  of  2941  inhabitants  in  the  up- 
land valley  of  the  Alagnon ;  here  bare 
of  trees,  but  surrounded  by  hills  of 
uncommon  appearance,  capped  by  ba- 
salt. One  of  these  rises  immediately 
behind  Murat,  in  a  tall  cliff  called 
Roche  Bonnevie,  composed  of  tall  and 
regular  basaltic  pillars  30  to  50  ft. 
long.  The  castle  on  its  summit  was 
razed  by  Louis  XI.,  after  he  had  put 
to  death  its  owner,  Jacques  d'Armag- 
nac,  1477. 

Opposite  the  town  is  another  re- 
markable hill,  also  topped  with  basalt, 
on  which  stands  the  pilgrimage  chapel 
of  N.  D.  de  Bredom. 

Soon  after  quitting  the  town,  the 
convent  of  St.  Gal,  now  an  hospital, 
is  passed  on  the  1.,  and  the  Castle  of 
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Anterroches  on  the  rt  An  excellent 
road  is  carried  up  the  valley  of  the 
Ala^non,  constantly  ascending,  amidst 
cliflTs  and  precipices  of  granite.  Near 
the  Pont  de  Pierre  Taill^,  a  bridge 
thrown  over  a  stream  which  fisdls  in  a 
pretty  cascade,  a  good  geological  see- 
tion  of  the  trachyte  and  tufa  has  been 
exposed.  Above  this,  the  fine  fir  forest 
of  Lioran,  which  clothes  the  upper 
part  of  the  valley,  commences.  The 
additional  steepness  of  the  valley  near 
its  head,  has  hitherto  been  sur^ 
mounted  by  a  series  of  tourniquets 
or  zigzags ;  but  in  order  to  avoid  this 
as  well  as  the  snow  which  blocks  up 
the  highest  part  of  the  road,  fre- 
quently for  weeks  and  months  in 
winter  and  spring,  a  Tunnel  is  now 
(1842)  being  carried  through  a  sad- 
dle-shaped ridge,  which  divides  the 
waters  of  the  Alagnon  from  those  of 
the  Cere,  a  little  to  the  £.  of  the 
highest  point  of  the  old  road,  and 
about  400  or  500  ft.  below  it.  This 
Tunnel  is  driven  through  the  trachytic 
rock  for  a  distance  of  about  4593  ft. 
(1400  metres);  it  is  nearly  18  ft. 
high,  ascends  slightly  in  the  centre, 
and  terminates  a  little  below  the  vil- 
lage of  les  Chazes.  On  emerging 
from  it,  the  Puy  de  Griou,  a  pointed, 
wedge-shaped  peak  of  white  rock, 
with  a  stream  of  debris  descending 
from  it,  is  seen  on  the  rt. ;  and  the 
Ifonib  de  Cantal,  a  boss  like  a  cameVs 
hump  surmounting  a  precipice,  rises 
on  the  1.  Those,  however,  who  are 
content  merely  to  pass  through  the 
tunnel,  will  miss  altogether  the  grand 
and  striking  scenery  of  the  vast  vol- 
canic amphitheatre,  through  the  midst 
of  which  the  old  road  is  carried,  in 
proximity  to  the  sources  of  the  Al- 
agnon and  C^re. 

The  traveller,  whether  geologist, 
or  merely  a  lover  of  picturesque,  will 
be  well  rewarded  by  making  the  as- 
cent of  the  Puy  de  Griou,  which  may 
be  effected  in  about  an  hour  from  the 
hamlet  of  les  Chazes,  even  without  a 
guide.  It  is  fatiguing  from  the  ex- 
treme steepness  of  the  slope  j  but  the 


only  difiiculty  is  in  surmounting  the 
bare  crest  of  white  clinkstone,  covered 
with  loose  fallen  masses,  which  rattle 
down  under  your  feet  into  the  deptlxs 
below.     But  even  here  a  sort  of  patlx 
has   been   formed,    over   the   scanty- 
grass  tufts  springing  up  between  the 
stones.     The  summit  itself  is  a  m&r& 
crest  only  S  or  4  ft.  wide  and  20  yds. 
long,  plunging  precipitously  down  on 
all  sides.    The  Puy  de  Griou  rises  in 
the  midst  of  an  irregular  circle   of 
precipices,  supposed  by  geologists  to 
have  been  the  fiery  mouth  or  crater 
whence  the  volcanic  rocks  of  the  Can- 
tal were  erupted,   and  whence  they 
spread  for  15  or  20  m.  around,  from 
this  centre  as  far  as  Aurillac,  Aiurat, 
and  St.  Flour.     It  is  also  supposed, 
that,  at  a  later  period,  the  volcanic 
forces  acting  from  below,  at  the  same 
point,  burst  through  these  deposits  of 
trachyte,  tufii,  and  basalt,  fracturing 
the  strata,  with  radiating  cracks  like 
those  in  a  starred  pane  of  glass,  and  that 
these  cracks  gradually  widening,  be^ 
came  the  valleys  of  the  Alagnon,  C^re, 
Jourdanne,  Dienne,  &c.    The  circuit 
of  precipices  which  composed  the  walls 
of  this    crater,   is  broken  by    gaps 
formed  by  the  openings  of  the  dif- 
ferent valleys  radiating  from  this  point 
like  the  spokes  of  a  wheel.     These 
walls  are  most  perfect  on  the  E.  be- 
low the  basaltic  hump,  called  PJomb 
de  Cantal,  the  highest  summit  in  the 
district,  6095  ft.  above  the  sea  level ; 
on  the  N.  in  the  Puy  Mary ;  5459  ft. 
and  on  the  W.  in  the  Puy  Chavaroche. 
Through   the  gaps    between    them, 
the   eye   ranges  down   the  vistas  of 
the  valleys  over  an  extensive  hori- 
zon of  plain  and  distant  hills.     The 
dimensions  of  this  crater  greatly  ex- 
ceed those  of  any  in  Auvergne,  as  it 
is  more  than  6  £ng.  miles  in  dia- 
meter.      Within    and    beneath    its 
bounding  walls  are  rounded  slopes, 
wooded  or  covered  with  turf,  forming 
the  lining  of  the  crater,  and  present- 
ing a  pleasing  picture.     Quite  at  the 
foot  of  the  Puy  de  Griou,  is  a  re- 
markable  kettle-shaped   hollow,  co- 
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vered  with  the  brightest  verdure,  and 
dotted  over  with  2  or  3  cabins,  and 
with  herds,  for  it  is  the  best  piece  of 
pasturage  in  the  district.  From  its 
shape  it  might  be  mistaken  for  a 
minor  crater,  hemmed  in  by  wooded 
eminences.  It  is  called  le  Font  du 
Vacher, 

Quitting  the  volcanic  amphitheatre 
at  les  Chazes,  we  commence  the  de- 
scent of  the  valley  of  the  C^re,  which 
is  far  more  picturesque  in  its  scenery 
than  that  of  the  Alagnon,  but  is  l)est 
seen  in  ascending,  as  the  forms  of  the 
mountains  at  its  head  lend  to  the  views 
their  most  striking  features.  The  lirst 
village,  St.  Jacques  des  Blats,  pro- 
duces excellent  cheeses  of  goat's  milk, 
called  edbefons.  The  numerous  pro- 
jections on  either  side  of  the  valley 
conceal  the  villages  from  view,  until 
you  are  close  upon  them.  The 
river  cuts  through  a  rocky  bed, 
and  the  road,  skilfully  engineered,  is 
carried  in  terraces  cut  out  of  the  tra- 
cbytic  rock,  along  the  edge  of  deep 
precipices,  the  most  remarkable  of 
which,  called  Pas  de  Compain,  ter- 
minates within  a  few  hundred  yards 
of  the  village  of 

26  Thiezac,  where  the  poste  (Tete 
Noire),  though  most  forbidding  ex- 
ternally, by  reason  of  its  dirt,  can  afford 
2  clean  beds  and  a  tolerable  supper, 
with  trout ;  for  which  and  a  breakfast 
only  5  fr.  are  charged.  Below  Thiezac 
calcined  flints  shattered  by  heat  like 
unannealed  glass,  may  be  seen  em- 
bedded in  the  trachyte  rock  at  the 
road  side. 

The  most  strikingly  picturesque 
scene  in  the  whole  valley  is  at  a  spot 
called  Pa8  de  la  Che,  a  little  way 
above  the  solitary  projecting  rock 
(Rocher  de  Murat),  rendered  con- 
spicuous by  the  single  round-headed 
lime  tree  which  crowns  its  summit. 
Here  the  valley  at  once  expands  con- 
siderably, and  makes  a  deep  descent 
or  step,  and  the  river  has  forced  for 
itself  a  passage,  at  a  great  depth  below 
the  road,  in  a  Assure  lined  by  smooth 
walls  of  rock,  and   nearly  shrouded 


by  a  luxuriant  growth  of  trees.  The 
rocks  towering  above  the  road  imitate 
the  forms  of  old  castles.  The  little 
town  of  Vic  ( Vic-en- Carlades,  or 
Sur-Cere)  is  the  chief  place  in  the 
very  picturesque  valley.  (Inuj 
Chez  Vialette.)  Close  to  it  there 
are  mineral  springs  of  acidulous 
water,  received  into  a  bathing  estab- 
lishment, 1  m.  out  of  the  town,  at 
the  roadside,  stands  the  ChS,teau  de 
Comblat,  belonging  to  an  ancient 
and  loyal  family  settled  here  for  ages, 
the  present  owner  being  the  Comte 
Charles  de  la  Baume.  At  Polminhac 
is  a  far  more  picturesque  castle^ 
towering  over  the  road,  a  fit  subject 
for  the  artist's  pencil.  The  valley  of 
Vic,  here  widening  out  into  a  small 
plain,  covered  with  meadows  and  com 
fields,  is  yet  enlivened  by  a  pretty 
distribution  of  wood  and  hedgerows, 
amidst  which  rise  numerous  chateaux 
and  modern  country  houses,  indicating 
that  the  proprietors  reside  on  their 
estates.  At  this  point  our  road  quits 
the  vale  of  the  Cdre,  gradually  as- 
cending in  a  sloping  terrace  cut 
through  the  white  tertiary  limestone, 
containing  flints,  in  appearance  closely 
resembling  the  upper  chalk  of  Eng- 
land, though  of  a  very  different  age, 
which  has  been  disturbed  and  baked 
by  the  trachytic  rocks.  Turning  the 
shoulders  of  the  hills,  we  enter  the  val- 
ley of  the  Jourdanne,  a  tributary  of  the 
C^re,  at  the  mouth  of  which  stands 

26  AuriUac  (Inn,  Trois  Fr^res; 
best  and  good),  chef  lieu  of  the 
dept.  of  the  Cantal,  and  anciently 
one  of  the  6  good  towns  of  la  Haute 
Auvergne,  is  a  dull  town  of  11,000 
inhab.,  without  objects  of  interest,  in 
a  tame  and  bare  valley  watered  by 
the  Jourdanne.  The  churches,  con- 
vents, and  palace  of  the  abbot,  were 
destroyed  by  the  Huguenots,  who 
took  the  town,  1569,  by  assault,  and 
kept  it  for  a  year :  the  existing  pub- 
lic buildings  are  modern  and  common- 
place. The  Castk  of  St  Eitenne, 
rising  on  a  rock  above  the  town  to 
the  W.,  is  said  to  have  belonged  to 
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the  ancestors  of  St.  Geraud  (d.  918.)* 
the  patron  of  the  town  :  it  was  held 
by  the  abbots,  and  now  belongs  to  the 
bishop  of  Clermont,  but  is  not  worth 
visiting. 

The  chief  manufactures  carried  on 
here  are  of  copper  kettles  and  coarse 
lace. 

The  infamous  J.  B.  Carrier,  the 
author  and  inventor  of  the  Noyades 
at  Nantes  (p.  165.),  was  bom,  1756, 
in  the  village  of  Yolet,  close  to  Au- 
rillac. 

Diligences  duly  to  Paris,  to  Ro- 
dez,  3  times  a  week  to  Toulouse,  by 
Figeac.  The  road  to  Figeac,  after 
crossing  the  level  verdant  valley  of  the 
Cere,  and  the  river  itself,  mounts  into 
a  hilly  district  of  gneiss  and  mica 
slate  rocks,  barely  covered  with 
heath.  From  the  high  ground  fine 
views  are  obtained  of  the  volcanic 
group  of  the  Cantal. 

17  St.  Mamet. 

A  very  long  and  winding  descent 
doubling  the  shoulders  of  the  hills, 
and  diving  deep  into  the  recesses  of 
the  glens,  leads  down  a  wooded  val- 
ley to 

27  Maurs. 

Another  hilly  tract  intervenes  be- 
fore we  reach 

23  Figeac. —  Inn,  Poste. 

A  town  of  6400  inhab.,  in  the 
dept.  of  Lot,  lying  snugly  at  the 
bottom  of  a  small  valley,  so  shut  in 
by  steep  hills  that  the  high  roads  are 
obliged  to  make  the  most  singular 
and  circuitous  contortions  in  order  to 
reach  it.  The  town,  whose  natu- 
rally  obscure  name  lias  become  &- 
miliar  through  its  illustrious  citizen 
Champollion,  who  was  bom  here, 
and  to  whom  a  monumental  cheUsk 
has  been  erected  at  the  water  side, 
contains  a  great  number  of  antique 
houses,  and  2  curious  churches.  Tlie 
abbey  Church  of  St.  Sauveur,  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  town,  consists  of  a 
Romanesque  basement,  with  a  later 
pointed  superstructure  of  the.  1 5th 
century,  and  a  modern  front  of  the 
19th.     The    choir,    however,   seems 


almost  entirely  of  the  11th  century. 
Attached  to  tlie  S.  transept  is  a  small 
chapter  house,  resting  on  pointed 
arches. 

On  an  eminence,  above  the  town, 
stands  N6ire  Dame  de  Pup,  a  church 
of  the  11th  century,  though  much 
altered,  in  the  form  of  a  basilica, 
ending  towards  the  £.  in  S  apses. 
At  the  bottom  of  the  choir  is  a  very 
fine  altar  screen  of  wood  richly  carved 
and  ornamented,  a  masterly  work  of 
the  early  part  of  the  17th  century, 
judging  from  its  style. 

The  Chdteau  de  la  Baleine,  novr 
Palais  de  Justice,  fortified  and  moat- 
ed, also  deserves  attention. 

A  high  table  land  of  limestone, 
bounded  by  very  abrupt  slopes,  se- 
parates Figeac  from  the  valley  of  the 
Lot  After  reaching  its  summit  by 
a  steep  ascent,  the  road  to  Ville- 
franche  passes  near  a  singular  stone 
piUar,  or  obelisk,  rising  on  the  brow 
of  the  hill  above  Figeac.  Its  use 
and  age  are  equally  unknown.  Some 
consider  it  to  have  been  a  beacon  :  it 
was  more  probably  a  landmark  to 
designate  the  boundary  of  some  juris- 
diction. Tliere  is  a  similar  pillar  on 
the  other  side  of  Figeac. 

From  the  high  ground  a  view  is 
obtained,  on  the  1.,  of  the  town  of 
Capdenac,  on  the  rt.  bank  o(  the 
Lot,  supposed  by  Champdlion  to  be 
the  ancient  <<  Uxellodunum"  besieged 
by  Caesar,  and  mentioned  in  hb 
Commentaries. 

The  Lot  is  crossed  by  a  wire  sus- 
pension bridge:  the  hills  bordering 
on  the  river  sides  are  very  steep. 

18  La  Remise. 

17  Villefranche.  —  Inn,  Grand  So- 
leil. 

This  is  a  town  of  9540  inhab.,  on 
the  Aveyron.  Its  principal  building 
is  the  large  CoUegiate  Church,  in  the 
pointed  Gothic  style  of  the  15th  and 
16th  centuries,  standing  in  a  place 
surrounded  by  arcades.  Its  W.  fa- 
cade, though  bare  of  ornament,  is  im- 
posing from  its  proportions,  and'  is 
surmounted  by  a  hkiy  tower,   sup- 
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ported  by  obliquely  set  buttresses,  at 
the  base  of  which  a  porch,  furnished 
with  triple  arches,  gives  entrance  to 
the  interior. 

There  are  many  ancient  houses  of 
the  15th  and  16th  centuries,  yery 
picturesque  in  their  architecture,  in 
the  principal  street. 

Steep  hills  lead  into  and  out  of 
'  33  Caylus,  a  town  of  most  pic- 
turesque character,  both  in  itself  and 
in  its  situation,  buried  as  it  were  in 
the  deep  recess  of  a  valley.  In  the 
midst  its  cMtfe  rising  on  a  rock 
towers  above  the  houses  clustering 
round  its  base ;  and  by  its  side  rises 
the  church  spire. 

The  road  emerges  from  thb  bowl- 
shaped  hollow,  by  being  carried  in 
bends  round  its  nearly  vertical  sides. 

S2  Caussade 

22  Montauban  ^     _ 

51    TOULOUSK     J 


I  described    in  K. 


ROUTE  116. 

CLERMONT  TO  TOULOUSE  BT  ST.  FLOUR 
—  THE  BATHS  OF  CHAUDES  AIGUES, 
RODEZ,  AND  ALBT. 

385  kilom.  s  238|  £ng.  m. 

The  route  is  identical  with  R. 
109  as  far  as 

54  Lempde  —  Innt  la  Poste.     At 

18  Massiac  (Cantal),  it  turns  to 
the  1.,  away  from  the  road  to  Au- 
rillac,  and  reaches  by  an  ascent  re- 
quiring 1^  hour  to  surmount,  an 
devated  plain  called  la  Fageole, 
formed  by  a  great  basaltic  plateau. 

9  La  Barraque,  is  a  solitary  post 
house,  surrounded  by  a  few  farm 
buildings,  in  a  desolate  spot. 

About  5  m.  short  of  St.  Flour,  a 
good  view  of  it,  and  of  the  volcanic 
group  of  the  Cantal  beyond,  is  ob- 
tained. 

22  St.  Flour.— /nn,  ChezAubertot; 
tolerable;  supper,  bed,  and  coffee, 
cost  3  fr.  5  sous ;  H.  de  France. 

St.  Flour,  the  2d  town  in  import- 
ance of  the  Cantal,  is  strikingly  con- 
spicuous at  a  distance,  owing  to  its 

France. 


elevated  position  on  the  top  of  a 
table  mount,  whose  platform  is  of 
basalt.  The  high  road  from  Cler- 
mont to  Montpellier  passes  through 
a  suburb  at  its  base ;  but  the  upper 
town  is  rendered  accessible  for  car- 
riages by  a  road  carried  in  winding 
terraces  cut  into  the  basaltic  rock,  and 
laying  bare  a  regular  natural  colon- 
nade near  the  crest  of  the  hill.  Be- 
yond its  singular  and  picturesque 
situation,  bounded  on  3  sides  by 
escarped  precipices,  the  town,  con- 
sisting of  narrow  streets  and  houses 
built  of  basalt,  and  containing  6464 
inhab.,  is  deficient  in  attraction. 
Its  Cathedral,  the  chief  edifice,  is  a 
Gothic  structure,  not  remarkable,  de- 
dicated 1496,  but  not  finished  till 
1566 ;  its  towers,  demolished  in  1593, 
have  been  recently  rebuilt.  The  roof 
is  finely  groined,  and  rests  on  piers 
without  capitals. 

From  a  little  terrace  behind  the 
cathedral,  from  another  behind  the 
seminaire,  and  from  the  Promenade, 
or  Cours  Chazeret,  occupying  the  neck 
of  land  by  which  the  town  is  alone 
connected  with  the  adjoining  high 
ground  of  the  Plandse,  views  may  be 
obtained  over  the  country  and  dis- 
tant hills,  but  it  is  arid  and  bare,  and 
over  the  contiguous  valley  watered 
by  the  Arder,  on  whose  banks  the 
suburb,  the  most  busy  part  of  the 
town,  is  planted.  The  basaltic  rocks 
in  the  neighbouring  mountains  are 
covered  with  the  lichen  archil  (or- 
seille)  used  in  dyeing,  which  is  col- 
lected and  largely  exported  hence. 

St.  Flour  was  anciently  a  very 
strong  fortress,  and  withstood  many 
sieges  from  the  English  in  the  14th 
century. 

At  this  point  the  road  to  Chaudes 
Aigues  and  Rodez  separates  from 
that  to  Montpellier ;  a  maUeposU  from 
Clermont  follows  the  latter  through 
St.  Chely,  Marvejols,  and  Lod^ve. 

The  road  to  Chaudes  Aigues  tra- 
verses for  a  considerable  distance  the 
elevated  basaltic  plateau  called  la 
Plan^.      The  volcanic  group  of  the 
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Cantal  mountains  is  iriflib]«  for  a  long 
thne  on  the  W. 

On  the  way  to  Chaudes  Aigues, 
but  consideraUy  to  the  1.  of  the  road, 
lies  AUeuzes  mentioned  by  FVoissart 
tinder  the  name  Louise,  a  castle 
wbieh  belonged  to  the  celebrated 
robber  chief  of  the  14th  century, 
Aymerlgot  Marcel,  whence  his  band 
vsed  to  sally  forth  to  pillage  on  the 
liTgbways.  A  little  fbrther  in  the 
Msme  direction  is  MSntinrun,  another 
«astle,  which  was  taken  and  held  for 
the  English,  1357,  by  John  Chandos, 
constable  of  Guienne. 
•  The  approach  to  Chaudes  Aigues 
is  by  the  steep  hill  called  C6te  de 
I^aneau,  wher«  the  road  has  been 
terraced  through  rooks  of  gneiss  and 
mica  schist,  whose  contortions  are 
laid  open  in  sections,  at  tiie  edge  of 
ravines  and  precipices.  After  pass- 
ing the  ravine  called  Saut  du  Loup, 
firom  a  fanciful  resemblance  in  the 
fock  to  a  wolfs  head,  it  descends  into 
the  valley  or  gorge  of  the  Truy^re,  a 
tributary  of  the  Lot.  That  river  is 
poawd  on  a  handsome  stone  bridge. 

3S  Chaudes     Aigves,  —  Inn$  :  the 
best  is  Chez  Fabre,  recently  rebuilt  \ 
H.  Felgere,  furnished  with  baths. 
'    This  is  an  old  but  rustic-looking 
town   of  2351    inhab.,  planted  in  a 
narrow  and  picturesque  gorge,  which 
about  3  m.  below  opens  into  that  of 
the   Truydre.       The  mineral  toaten 
from  which  it  has  obtained  some  re- 
sort as  a  watering  place  are  almost 
pure,  warm  water :  they  issue  out  of 
the  slate  rock,  and  are  4  in  number. 
That   called    Source  du   Par  is    the 
hottest  spring  in  Europe,  except  the 
Geysers  in  Iceland ;   having  a  tem- 
perature of  177°  Fahrenheit,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  copious  sources  in 
France;  the  others,  de  Fdgire,  du  Ban, 
md  de  la  Grotte,  vary  in  heat  be- 
tween 135®  and  162°  Fahr.   The  wa- 
ters are  taken  in  baths,  and  are  drunk, 
being  considered  eflScacious  in  rheu- 
matism, swellings  of  the  joints,  and 
some  cutaneous  disorders,  though  by 
oo  means  richly  impregnated  with  mi- 


neral particles.     They  are  also  tam- 
ed to  various  domestic  and  eoosiomie 
purposes ;   they  have  the  property  of 
discharging  most  rapidly  the  grcaae 
from  sheep's  wool,  and*  vast  number 
of  fleeces  are  sent  hitlier  from   tiie 
dept  Avejrroa  to  be  washed.     From 
the  month  of  Nov.  to  April,  the  hot 
water  is  used  for  warming  the  town, 
being  conducted  in  pipes  into  some 
of  the  houses,  called  in  the  patois  of 
the  country  MaU&n  Caoudoj   and  it 
thus  saves  the  inhabitants  the  cost  of 
many  tons  of  coal  or  whole  IbreiBts  of 
firewood:  the  equal  distribution  of  tli« 
waters  is  watched  over  by  the  p<dioe. 
The  hot  streams  are  also  partly  em- 
ployed for  eookery,  for  boiling  eggs, 
preparing  soups,  and  scalding  pigs. 
They  luive  also  been  turned  to  &e 
arti6oial  incubation  of  chickens  with 
considerable  success* 

There  is  ho  object  of  interest  hi  or 
near  the  town  except  the  waters:  a 
ruin  at  a  short  distance,  near  the 
chapel,  is  called  le  Fort  des  Anglais  ; 
indeed  the  English  are  said  to  have 
captured  the  town  in  the  14th  cen- 
tury, in  the  two  incursions  which 
they  made,  in  1357,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Robert  KnoUys,  aiid  in 
1387.  A  large  portion  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Chaudes  Aigues  migrate 
every  winter  to  Paris,  to  obtain  em- 
ployment in  various  menial  offices, 
as  water  carriers,  d^otteurs,  &c.,  a 
practice  common  among  the  lower 
orders  throughout  Auvergne.  From 
Chaudes  Aigues  it  is  possible  to  as- 
cend mi  foot  the  Piomb  de  Cuital, 
and  descend  on  Thiesac  (p.  406.), 
but  this  cannot  be  accomplished  in  a 
single  day. 

Scarcely  a  human  habitation  oc- 
curs on  the  long  stage  from  Chaudes 
Aigues,  except  the  poor  hamlet  of 
Lecalm,  where  the  road  enters  the 
dept.  Aveyron ;  a  hilly  road. 

32  Laguiole,  built  on  the  slope  of 
a  basaltic  hill,  trades  in  the  excdilent 
cheese  made  in  this  district. 

The  road  skirts  on  the  L  a  valley, 
in  whose  recesses,  once  shrouded  by 
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fereits,  stood  theTeneimble  and  wealthy 
Bemardine  Monastery  of  Bonneiral, 
now  entirely  swept  away.  The  de- 
ftoent  into  the  ^rtile  and  verdant 
▼alley  of  the  Lot  is  very  pleasing. 
Above  the  winding  course  of  the 
iiver,  which  is  IxMrdered  with  wooded 
and  vine-clad  slopes,  rise  the  escarped 
peaks  crowned  with  the  rained  etutiea 
of  Caumont  and  of  Roquelaure. 

23  Espalion  ;  is  a  prettily  situated 
small  town,  residence  of  a  sous-pr^ftt, 
on  the  Lot.  There  is  nothing  of  in- 
terest in  the  town  itself,  but  in  its 
iricinity  the  two  castles  already  men- 
tioned,  and  a  curious  chapei  in  the 
eemetery  of  the  village  of  Perse. 

The  road  to  Rodez  ascends  out  of 
the  valley  of  the  Lot  after  crossing  it, 
under  the  castle^crowned  height  of 
Caumont.  From  a  distance  of  many 
miles,  the  traveller  discerns  the  pic- 
turesque towers  of 
'  31  Rodez.  —  Innt:  H.  des  Yoya* 
geurs :  <—  des  Princes  :  —  Ville  de 
Paris. 

Rodez,  chef  lieu  of  the  dept. 
Aveyron,  is  a  town  of  9685  inhabit- 
ants, and  occupies  a  commanding  site 
on  an  escarped  peninsula,  suf  rounded 
Dn  three  sides  by  a  curve  of  the 
Aveyron,  which  flows  at  a  depth  of 
ISO  ft.  below.  The  tongue  of  land, 
which  alone  connects  it  with  the 
neighbouring  plain,  is  traversed  by 
the  road  from  Paris  and  Espalion; 
from  all  other  sides  the  town  is  ac- 
cessible only  by  steep  ascents. 

The  Cathedraly  so  imposing  and  con- 
^icuous  at  a  distance,  will  probably 
not  altogether  justify  the  impression 
it  has  produced  on  a  near  approach, 
though  it  is  of  large  size  and  pos.- 
sesses  some  elegant  details.  It  was 
founded  1274,  but  carried  on  slowly 
through  the  two  following  centuries, 
and  never  finished.  The  W.  end  is 
destitute  of  entrance,  because  fitted 
up  internally  with  a  high  altar  as 
well  as  the  E.  end.  The  entrances 
are  at  the  sides,  and,  though  muti- 
lated, display  some  rich  ornaments; 
near  the  N.  transept  rises  the  heffiy. 


the  pride  and  boast  of  Rodez,  S65  fti 

high,  consisting  of  a  square  base  sup- 
porting an  octagonal  summit,  richly 
ornamented  in  the  upper  part  with 
florid  tracery.  It  is  surmounted  by  a 
statue  of  the  Virgin,  and  was  finished 
1531. 

The  interior  of  the  church,  110  ft« 
high,  rests  on  piers  without  capitals, 
and  the  style  of  its  decorations  xe» 
semUes  the  perpendicular  of  English 
Gothic.  At  the  entrance  of  th» 
ehmr  is  a  fine/u5£  (rood  loft),  which, 
though  mutilated,  exhibits  w<Mrkmati*^ 
ship  of  surprising  beauty,  in  the  de- 
licate sculpture  of  its  curled  foliage. 
A  part  of  the  screen  intended  to  sur- 
xound  the  choir  is  of  like  beauty. 
The  wood>work  of  the  ^oIIb  and 
bishop's  throne  in  the  choir  are  of^ 
good  execution,  and  were  well  pre- 
served until  painted  recently.  One 
of  the  side  chapels  contains  a  fine 
altar  screen  of  wood,  elMtorately  carved 
with  bas-reliefs,  arabesques,  and  orna^ 
ments  partly  Gothic,  partly  classic,  in 
the  style  of  the  16th  century.  The 
whole  is  painted  and  illuminated. 
The  partition  screen  to  this  chapel  is 
of  rich  open  work  in  stone,  flam- 
boyant in  its  style.  The  wood'W^iric 
of  the  organ  loft,  a  tomb  in  the  form 
of  a  sarcophagus,  adorned  with  bas- 
reliefs  of  the  dth  century;  another 
tomb  of  Bishop  Guirbert,  l4th  cen- 
tury ;  an  altar  table  of  white  marble, 
6  ft.  long,  with  Byzantine  ornaments, 
10th  century,  now  used  as  an  altar 
screen,  and  painted  with  a  figure  of 
the  Virgin, —  also  deserve  attention. 

The  town  abounds  in  antique 
houses  of  the  15th  and  16th  cen- 
turies, and  contains  some  of  per- 
haps a  still  older  date.  In  the  Place 
tT  Omet,  there  is  a  house  charmingly 
decorated,  in  the  style  of  the  Re- 
naissance, with  arabesques,  medallions 
richly  framed,  and  in  the  upper  story 
with  a  range  of  fantastic  consoles,  •m. 
(See  Merimde,  157-~169.) 

Terraced  gardens  run  round  the 
town  upon  the  line  of  the  old  fbrti> 
fications,  and  afford  agreeable  views, 
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though  the  country  round  Rodez  is 
not  particularly  attractive,  the  valley 
of  the  Aveyron  being  bare,  and  not 
▼ery  fertile. 

Rodez  was  the  Segodunum  of  the 
Romans,  and  capital  of  the  Gaulish 
tribe,  the  Ruteni,  whence  comes  its 
present  name. 

Frcmage  de  Roquefort,  the  finest 
cheese  which  France  produces,  which 
was  sent  to  ancient  Rome,  and  was 
enthusiastically  praised  by  Pliny,  is 
made  with  ewe  milk,  in  the  mountains 
of  La  Lozere,  about  28  m.  £.  and  S. 
of  Rodez,  in  the  district  around  St. 
Romcy  St  Afrique,  St.  Georges,  and 
Milhau.  It  is  kept  in  cellars  be- 
longing to  the  checfsemongers  to  ripen. 
About  10,000  cheeses  are  made  an- 
nually. '  The  village  of  Roquefort, 
where  are  the  principal  cellars,  is 
utuated  near  St.  Afrique,  in  the  midst 
of  the  pastures  of  Larza,  which  sup- 
port more  than  100,000  sheep. 

Diliyenceg  go  to  Toulouse  and 
Montauban. 

The  Valley  of  MarciUac,  beginning 
at  Salles  Compteaux,  about  5  m.  N. 
of  Rodez,  forms  an  agreeable  contrast 
to  the  barren  district  immediately 
around  the  town.  This  beautiful 
green  dell,  gushing  with  springs  and 
water&lls^  covered  with  trees  and 
orchards,  is  excavated  out  of  a  high 
plain  destitute  of  vegetation,  which 
must  be  crossed  to  reach  it.  At  the 
bead  of  the  valley  rises  an  old  castle, 
near  which  a  copious  spring  bursts 
forth.  Following  this  valley  past 
Marcillac  (5m.)  along  the  banks  of 
the  Dourdou  for  about  12  m.  below 
that  town,  you  reach  Canques,  a  small 
town  half  hidden  in  a  rocky  ravine, 
in  the  midst  of  the  wildest  mountains 
of  the  Rouergue,  scarcely  accessible 
at  some  seasons,  owing  to  the  badness 
of  the  roads.  It  owes  its  origin  to 
an  ancient  abbey,  whose  site  it  oc- 
cupies, but  the  buildings  of  which 
have  all  disappeared  except  the  Church 
of  St.  Foy,  constructed  to  all  appear- 
ance at  the  beginning  of  the  11th 
century  by    Abbot    Odalric.      It   is 


entirely  in  the  Romanesque  style;, 
with  semicircular  vaults  and  arches ; 
it  terminates  at  the  £.  in  3  apses, 
and  is  surmounted  at  the  cross  by 
an  octagonal  tower  more  modem  than 
the  rest  ( 1 4th  century).  The  W.  end 
is  flankeid  by  2  towers ;  the  central 
portal  is  ornamented  with  a  curious 
bas-relief  in  the  tympanum,  repre- 
senting the  Last  Judgment,  divided 
into  three  horizontal  friezes;  in  the 
centre,  Christ  within  the  Vesica  piscis; 
on  his  rt.  the  good,  on  his  L  the 
wicked ;  above,  angels ;  below,  on 
one  side,  the  gates  of  Paradise,  with 
bolts  and  a  huge  lock,  and  the  dead 
rising  from  beneath  their  gravestones ; 
in  the  centre,  below  Christ,  an  angel 
and  deril  weighing  souls  ;  on  the 
other  side  the  gate  of  hell,  an  enor- 
mous open  jaw,  into  which  the  devil 
is  thrusting  the  condemned.  Each 
group  and  portion  of  the  relief  is 
designated  by  inscriptions  in  Iieonine 
verses.     The  figures  are  coloured. 

The  Trisor  of  the  church  contains 
the  following  curious  and  valuable 
relics  of  ancient  art,  which  at  the  Re* 
volution  were  entrusted  to  the  care 
of  different  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
and  were  most  carefully  preserved,  and 
religiously  restored  by  them  when 
the  political  storm  had  passed  away. 
An  ancient  reliquiary,  ctdled  Charle- 
magne's A,  from  its  triangular  form, 
and  the  tradition  that  it  was  given  by 
that  monarch  to  the  abbey  ;  it  is  of 
silver  gilt  and  partly  enamelled,  and 
set  with  polished  gems  and  some  an- 
tiques :  at  the  base  are  two  little 
figures  of  gilt  bronze,  supposed  to  be 
less  ancient  than  the  upper  portion; 
A  statue  of  St.  Foy,  18  inches  high, 
of  silver  gilt,  and  studded  with  pre- 
cious stones  and  antique  gems,  ca*- 
meos,  &c. ;  a  Byzantine  enamel  oi 
the  figure  of  a  saint,  on  a  plate  of 
copper ;  a  silver  crucifix  of  beautiful 
workmanship ;  a  square  slab  of  red 
porphyry  in  a  frame  of  silver,  covered 
with  heads  of  Christ,  the  Virgin,  and 
Saints  in  niello.  There  are  also  some 
tapestries  of  the  16th  century. 
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About  3  ml  below  Conques  the 
Dourdou  falls  into  the  Lot. 

The  high  road  from  Rodez  runs 
through 

26  La  Motte. 

SO  Farguette. 

At  Carmeaux  a  coal  field  is  worked, 
which  furnishes  a  good  fuel. 

22  Alby,  —  Inns  :  H.  des  Am- 
bassadeursy  and  dc  VEurope :  —  du 
Nord. 

An  ancient  city,  chef  lieu  of  the 
dept  of  the  Tarn,  in  the  midst  of  the 
flat  but  fertile  plain  of  Languedoc, 
watered  by  the  river  Tarn,  has  11, 662 
inhab.  Its  buildings  are  of  brick,  as 
is  the  case  throughout  the  plain  of 
Languedoc ;  the  ramparts  are  thrown 
down  and  planted,  and' especially  on 
the  side  next  the  new  Q^artier  de 
Vlgan,  there  are  extensive  icalkSf 
avenues,  and  gardens,  partly  on  the 
site  of  the  ancient  lists  (les  Lices), 
where  tournaments  were  held. 

The  Cathedral  of  St,  Cecile  is  the 
chief  building  in  the  town ;  it  is  a 
gothic  edifice  of  brick,  founded  1282, 
and  not  completed  till  1512.  The 
nave,  without  transepts,  and  unsup* 
ported  by  pillars,  is  88  ft.  wide  and 
98  ft.  high ;  the  roof  and  walls  are 
covered  with  paintings  on  an  azure 
ground,  begun  1502.  The  choir  is 
separated  from  the  nave  by  a  rood' 
hft  (Jubi)  of  extreme  beauty  of  de- 
sign, and  elaborate  delicacy  of  execu- 
tion in  its  gothic  tracery,  foliage,  &,c. ; 
the  choir  screen  is  of  equally  rich 
workmanship. 

The  IVefecture,  formerly  the  Epis- 
copal Palace,  but  at  a  still  earlier 
period  the  residence  of  the  counts  of 
the  Albigeots,  is,  in  part,  a  heavy 
castellated  edifice  of  brick,  at  the 
margin  of  the  Tarn  on  its  1.  bank. 

The  Church  of  St,  Salvi  presents 
some  architectural  features  of  inte- 
rest. 

Some  manufactures  are  carried  on 
here  of  coarse  linen  cloths,  candles, 
and  tools,  files,  scythes,  also  of  wood 
(pastel),  which  has  been  made  here 
from  a  very  early  period.     Its  chief 


commerce  is  in  grain ;  the  plain  of 
Alby  being  one  of  the  richest  com 
countries  in  France. 

Alby  has  given  its  name  to  the 
sect  of  dissenters  from  the  Church  of 
Rome,  the  Albigeots,  who  abounded 
in  the  district  during  the  12th  and 
beginning  of  the  ISth  centuries,  and 
who  were  condemned  as  heretics  by  a 
council  held  here,  1254,  and  soon 
after  nearly  exterminated  at  the  siege 
of  Beziers.     Route  1 26. 

Alby  b  the  birth-place  of  the  un- 
fortunate sea  captain  and  circum- 
navigator of  the  globe,  La  Peyrouse. 

At  Saut  de  Sabot,  about  3  m.  ofiv 
the  course  of  the  Tarn  is  intercepted 
by  rapids  of  considerable  descent,  by 
the  side  of  which  a  furnace  and  forge 
for  the  manufacture  of  steel  is  esta- 
blished. 

The  Castle  of  Castclnau  de  Levi,  on 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  Tarn,  is  a  pic- 
turesque object.  The  Tarn  is  crossed 
at  the  village  of  Marsac. 

21  Gaillac  stands  on  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Tarn,  in  a  country  producing 
abundance  of  wine.  Its  population 
exceeds  7000. 

23  Pointe  Sainte  Sulpice. 

16  Montbert. 

15  Toulouse.     Route  70. 


ROUTE  118. 

LYONS  TO  LE  PUT,  AUBENAS,  AKD  MSKDE, 
BT  ST.  XTIENME.  -~  RAILWAY  TO  ST. 
BTIENVE,  ARBECHB,  AMD   CEVENNES. 

220  kilom.  =  134  Eng.  m. 

Railroad  from  Lyons  to  St.  Etienne, 
14A  leagues  b35{  Eng.  m.  Trains  go 
3  times  a  day  in  4  hours,  returning  in 
3^ ;  the  line  is  not  well  made,  the  jolting 
is  great,  and  the  carriages  are  large  and 
dirty,  and  filled  with  workmen  and 
market  people ;  stoppages  are  frequent 
at  the  numerous  villages  near  the  line. 
It  was  opened  1837,  It  is  carried 
through  more  than  a  dozen  tunnels. 
Its  chief  use  is  to  supply  Lyons  with 
coal  from  St.  Etienne.  Tbe  termi' 
nus,  or  depot,  is  situated  outside  the 
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tovra  of  Lyons,  in  the  tuhurh  de  Per- 
nocAe.  between  the  Saone  and  Rhone, 
but  passengers  are  conveyed  thither 
in  huge  omnibusses,  which  start  from 
the  Place  Bellecour.  The  railway  is 
ttuned  over  the  Gare,  or  safety  dock 
for  barges,  opening  into  the  Saone, 
snd  croas«f8  the  Saone  itself  just  above 
tie  junction  with  the  Rhone,  by  the 
new  suspension  Font  de  la  MuIcUi^e, 
«nd  thenceforth  skirts  the  rt.  bank  of 
the  Rhone  as  far  as  G Ivors,  some* 
tiflaes  dose  to  the  river,  sometimes 
separated  from  it  by  low  meadows 
and  rows  of  plarttations  of  willows, 
iHiich  intercept  much  of  the  view. 

The  course  of  the  Rhone  b  de- 
secibed  in  Route  135. 

Rt  The  6rst  village  is  Oullins,  sur- 
seooded  by  country  seats  of  Lyonese 
manu&cturers;  in  its  churchyard  Jac- 
fuard,  the  inventor  of  the  loom  named 
after  him,  is  buried.  The  line  is  car- 
tied  through  several  small  tunnels 
and  cuttings  past  the  villages  Irigny, 
Yeniaiaony  and  Grigny,  before  reach- 
ing Givors. 

12  Brignais,  the  first  post  station 
on  the  high  road,  is  about  5  m.  to 
the  W.  oS  the  railway.  At  Irigny 
the  high  road  crosses  a  hilly  range 
between  Brignais  and  Rive  de 
Gier. 

Givors,  a  dirty  and  smoky  town 
abounding  in  manufactories,  especially 
of  glass  bottles,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Rhone,  at  the  point  where  it  receives 
the  stream  of  the  Gier,  and  the  Canal 
de  GivorSf  which  transports  much 
coal  and  ironstone.  Population  about 
5000. 

Omnibusses  go  hence  to  Vienne 
(R.  125.  )r  5  m.,  in  about  an  hour, 
corresponding  with  the  railway 
trains. 

The  railroad  here  quits  the  side  of 
the  Rhone,  and  ascends  the  valley  of 
the  .Gier,  keeping  that  stream  and 
tiie  canal  on  the  rt.  hand.  Industry 
prevails  every  where ;  manufactories 
occur  at  every  step,  and  envelope  the 
country  with  their  dense  smoke. 

A  tunnel  about  $  m.  ( 1500  metres) 


loog  is  driven  through  a  hill  of  the 
coal  measures,  near  Terre  noire,  before 
reaching 

22  Rive  de  Gier,  a  very  flouriahin^ 
and  increasing  manufiM^turing  town 
of  1 2,000  inhabitants,  on  the  rt.  huskk. 
of  the  Gier,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  Canal  de  Givors,  situated  in  m 
productive  coal  field,  which  is  the 
chief  source  of  its  prosperity.  M<n:0 
than  40  coal  mines  in  the  vicinity  av^ 
provided  with  efteam  engine.  There 
are  very  lai^e  glass  works  here,  .a^d  Ifc 
manufiiotory  of  steel  carried  on  hyt 
Bnglishroen,  Messrs.  Jackson,  wfaicb 
produces  the  best  steel  in  France. 

Here  are  also  manufactcwies.  of 
steam  engines  and  other  machinery^ 
and  some  silk  mills.  Lyons  is  chiefly 
supplied  hence  with  fuel;  but  Mar-* 
seUlea,  Mulhausen,  Paris,  and  Nantes, 
also  receive  fuel  in  large  quantitiei^ 
from  this  coal  field,  the  most  im* 
portant  in  France,  from  its  extent  and 
position.  Above  this,  owing  to  the 
steep  inclination  of  the  railway,  horse 
power  has  hitherto  been  alone  em* 
plc^'ed;  but  a  new  and  more  level 
line  is  being  cut  (1843)  to  admit  of 
the  use  of  locomotives.  The  railroad 
and  post  road  rpn  side  by  side  to 

St.  Cbamond,  another  manufactur- 
ing town,  where  ribbons  and  stay 
laces  are  made.  More  than  1200 
frames  (metiers  a  la  poup^)  are  env> 
ployed  in  weaving  stay  laces,  which 
are  largely  exported.  Here  are  be- 
sides numerous  iron  fumaoeS)  fouo* 
deries,  and  forges,  and  several  silk 
mills.  Population,  8246.  This  place 
has  been  much  injured  by  the  ^railway 
not  passing  through  it.  between  St. 
Chamond  and  St  Etienne  runs  this 
ridge  separating  the  waters  fiowiog 
into  the  Mediterranean,  through  the 
Rhone,  from  those  which  go  to  the 
Atlantic,  through  the  Loire. 

Another  tunnel,  about  1  m.  long* 
traverses  a  hill  under  a  considerable 
village,  immediately  before  reaching 
St.  Etienne.  It  is  very  narrow  and 
low,  affording  space  for  only  one  line 
of  rails*     The  latter  part  of  the  line 
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is  an  inclined  planer  which  the  teain 
descends  by  its  own  impetus  in  going 
to  Lyons. 

12  Sx.  Etibvvx,  in  Route  119. 

The  diligence  takes  12  hours  to 
liiake  the  journey  from  St.  Etienne 
to  Le  Pliy.  The  road  is  very  hilly 
and  varied :  crossing  a  long  ridge  out 
of  the  valley  of  the  Furens,  it  con- 
tinues to  traverse  a  district  very  po« 
pulousy  and  abounding,  in  maxuifac- 
tares  as  far  as  thecoaJ  measure  extends. 
At  Le  Chambon  are  manufactures  of 
cutlery,  nails,  saws,  &o.  At  Firmigny 
^ere  ar«  many  eoal  mines,  some  of 
tiiem  worked  after  the  &shion  of 
quarries,  open  to  the  sky,  in  a  coal  bed 
more  than  32  feet  thick;  also  glass 
works,  ribbon  and  silk  nulls.  The 
vallity  is  bristling  with  c^mneys,  coal 
heaps,  manufactories,  but  tiiey  cease 
before  you  reach  St.  Ferreol,  Just 
within  the  borders  of  the  department 
Haute  Loire.  The  road  is  admirably 
engineered,  and  partly  cut  through 
ik»  granite  rock  in  a  terrace  winding 
rnnnd  the  shoulders  of  the  hills. 
•  20  Font  Sjdomon  on  the  Semone. 
At  Monistrol  there  is  a  chateau,  for* 
merly  a  country  seat  of  the  Bishop  of 
Le  Puy,  now  a  ribbon  manufiictory. 
Some  ribbons  are  woven  here,  but 
the  raanufaoture  extends  no  further. 
4  m.  beyond  Monistrol  our  road  ap<- 
pmaehes  the  Loire,  and  crosses,  by  a 
very  long  and  steep  descent  and  a»- 
cent,  the  deep  and  picturesque  gorge 
of  the  Langon,  which  falls  into  the 
Loire  about  ^  m.  below  the  bridge. 
The  course  of  that  river  and  its  deep 
and  wick  valley  may  be  traced  for  a 
considerable  distance  on  the  rt..  from 
the  heights  beyond  the  Langon. 

29  Yssingeaux.  —  /»n,H.  de  TEu- 
rope ;  not  good. 

A  town  of  no  particular  interest ; 
pop.  €700, 

I^ear  this  we  enter  the  volcanic 
district  of  the  Velay  ;  on  either  side 
of  the  road  rise  hills  of  basalt  and 
trachyte,  and  from,  the  summit  of  the 
trachytic  ridge  of  the  Montague  de 
Fiertuts,  which  it  traverses  by  a  long 


ascent,  an  excellent  panorama  is  pre- 
sented of  the  country.  A  part  of  X*ei 
Puy  itself  is  visible.  The  hills  gene-^ 
rally  assume  a  conic  form,  and  ar^ 
frequently  capped  with  basalt  Th» 
top  of  the  Mt.  Pertuis  is  of  slaty, 
clinkstone,  which  is  used  for  rooiiDg' 
houses. 

On  the  rt.  of  the  road  is  passed  the.- 
ruined  Castle  Lardeyrolles,  perched, 
on  the  top  of  such  a  volcanic  emi- 
nence. 

Within  3  m.  of  Le  Puy  the  Loire, 
is  crossed,  here  an  insignificant  stream 
descending  from  its  source  at  Gerbiepr, 
des  Jones,  at  the  base  of  the  Mont  Me- 
zene  in  the  dept.  de  PArdeche.     The, 
pedestrian  may  proceed  direct  from 
Le  Puy  to  Montpezat  and  Aubenas  by 
the  Source  of  theLoire.  See  page  400. , 

A  good  view  is  obtained  of  the.. 
town  of  Le  Puy  in  approaching  it,, 
though  it  is  partly  concealed  by  the, 
Eocher  de  Corneille* 

27   L«  Pvy,  in  Route  109.  , 

The  road  to  Mende  is  now  fur*; 
nished  with  post  horses ;  it  is  very, 
hilly,  being  carried  over  part  of  thef 
range  of  the  Cevennes,  in  which  some 
of  the  principal  rivers  of  France  take 
their  rise.  At  first  it  ascends  the 
valley  of  the  Dolaison.  From  that 
stream  as  far  as  Pradelles  the  country: 
is.  all  volcanic. 

19  Castaros. 

About  3  m>  W.  of  this  is  the  Laa 
de  Bouchet,  a  mountain  tarn  occupy- 
ing the  basin  of  an  ancient  crater^ 
91  ft.  deep  in  the  centre,  without 
visible  outlet. 

At  the  small  and  elevated  town  of 
Pradelles,  near  which  the  granite  rock 
shows  itself,  a  cross  road  strikes  o^ 
to  Aubenas,  by  Savilatte,  over  the 
mountains  into  the  valley  of  the  Ar- 
d^che,  near  its  source,  and  follows  its 
course  downwards,  by  Mayras,  to 
Thueyts.  Thueyts  ( Inuy  Chez  Burine) 
is  built  on  a  current  of  basaltic  lava, 
which  has  flowed  from  a  crater  a  little 
to  the  £.  of  it,  and  has  occupied  tlie 
bed  of  the  Ardeche ;  but  the  river  has 
cut  for  itself  a  passage  on  one  sid^ 
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layinip  fMure  a  majestic  colonnade  of 
basalt  150  ft.  high,  stretching  with  a 
few  interruptions  1^  m.  down  the 
▼alley.  Its  situation  and  environs 
are  most  picturesque  and  interesting 
(see  p.  426).  About  4  in.  below 
Thueyts,  the  river  Alignon  enters  the 
Ardeche  from  the  S.  The  course  of 
that  stream  for  about  3  m.  up  lies  at 
the  base  of  vertical  cliffs  formed  of 
columns  of  basalt  150  ft.  high,  the 
section  of  another  lava  current,  made 
by  the  Alignon,  which  has  gnawed 
for  itself  a  channel  between  the 
granite  and  the  basalt.  This  lava 
current  is  traced  up  to  a  large  vol- 
canic crater,  called,  from  its  regular 
cup  shape,  La  Coupe  dt  Jaujae,  It 
has  been  breached  and  broken  down 
on  one  side.  Its  cone  and  slopes  are 
Covered  with  Spanish  chesnut  trees, 
which  grow  in  the  greatest  luxuriance 
on  volcanic  soils,  as  is  especially  seen  on 
the  slopes  of  Mount  Etna.  This  crater 
of  Jaujae  has  burst  forth  through  a 
coal  formation,  which  lines  the  bot- 
tom of  a  triangular-shaped  valley, 
bounded  by  mountains  of  granite  and 
gneiss.  The  village  of  Jaujae  stands 
in  a  very  striking  and  singular  posi- 
tion, on  the  edge  of  the  basaltic  pre- 
cipice, on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Alignon, 
near  the  base  of  the  crater,  whence  a 
mineral  spring  and  copious  jets  of 
carbonic  acid  gas  issue.  Another 
lava  current  enters  the  Alignon  about 
300  yards  above  its  junction  with  the 
Ardeche :  its  origin  is  to  be  sought  in 
another  volcanic  cone,  the  GraventM 
de  Souilloh.  It  has  spread  for  a  con* 
siderable  distance  down  the  valley  of 
the  Ardeche.  Numerous  picturesque 
ranges  of  columnar  basalt  are  pre- 
sented on  the  river  banks  from  time 
to  time.  Some  of  the  most  striking 
occur  near  Pont  de  La  BeaumCt  at  the 
junction  of  the  Fontaulier,  which 
flows  from  Montpezat,  with  the  Ar- 
deche. The  excursion  to  Montpezat 
and  the  rest  of  the  road  to  Auhenas 
are  described  in  Route  121. 


The  road  from  Fradelles  descend* 
into  the  valley  of  tlie  Allier,  which  it. 
crosses  before  entering 

21  Langogne,  a  town  of  52720  in« 
faab.,  in  the  dept  La  Loadre.  It 
has  an  anci^it  church,  which  belonged 
to  a  monastery  founded  in  the  lOtfar 
century. 

19  I/a  Vitarelle.     About  6  m.  to 
the  S.  and  £.  of  this  the  rivers  Ailicr 
and  Lot  take  their  rise.     A  stone  has 
been  set  up  here  to  commemorate  the 
death  of  the  chivalrous  DuguescliOy 
who  breathed  his  last  while  besieging 
a  company  of  marauding  raercenariea 
of  the  bands  called  *<  compagnies**  ia 
the  petty  fortress  of  Chateauneuf  le 
Randon,  a  little  on  the  rt  of  the 
ivad,  which  still  retains  the  ruins  of 
its  castle.     The  ccmimander  had  pro-' 
mised  to  yield  the  place  to  Dugues- 
clin  in  a  fortnight,  provided  no  sue* 
cour  arrived ;  but  the  oonsti^e,  who 
was  adored   by  the  compagnies    as 
their  father,  who  had  spent  his  own 
fortune  in   ransoms  for  them  whoi 
taken  prisoners,  died  in  the  interval. 
The  governor  of  the  fortress  never* 
theless  kept  his  word  by  placing  the 
keys  on  the  dead  warrior's  coffin  on 
the  appointed  day. 

The  road  is  carried  over  a  very 
high  pass  in  the  granitic  range,  a 
part  of  the  Mont  Margaride,  often 
blocked  up  with  snow,  called  in 
irony  Le  Palab  du  RoL 

29  Mende  (/an,  H.  du  Pavilion), 
chef  lieu  of  the  dept.  Loz^re,  anciently- 
of  the  province  Gevaudun,  is  a  feudal 
and  monastic  town  of  5909  inhab.,  in 
a  hollow,  surrounded  by  mountains, 
on  the  Lot.  It  has  a  fine  ceUhedrai, 
surmounted  by  2  spires. 

The  ancient  Bishop's  Palace  is  now 
the  prefecture.  On  the  slope  of  the 
Mont  Mimat,  above  the  town,  is 
perched  the  Hermitage  de  St,  Privast, 
over  the  grotto  of  that  saint^  the  apostle 
of  the  Gevaudun. 

Some  considerable  manufactures 
of  serges  and  other  coarse  cloths  are 
carried  on  here. 

The  direct    road  from   Paris  -  to 


The  C evennes.    R.ll 8. — Mende — Molines  — Florae,        41 7 


Montpellier  runs  through  Marvijolsi 
about  1 2  ID.  W.  of  Mende. 

About  6  m.  S.  £.  of  Mende  rises 
the  Mont  Lozhe,  whence  the  depart- 
ment is  named,  whose  summit,  1490 
metres  above  the  sea  level)  is  covered 
with  extensive  pastures  occupied  in 
summer  by  large  flocks  of  sheep,  to 
the  number,  it  is  said,  of  200,000, 
which  migrate  in  the  winter  to  the 
plains  4>f  Languedoc,  and  its  base  is 
girt  round  with  large  forests,  which 
still  abound  in  wolves. 

At  3  m.  from  Mende  our  road 
quits  the  valley  of  the  Lot,  and  cross- 
ing a  calcareous  table  land,  utt^ly 
bare  and  arid,  destitute  of  habitation, 
cultivation,  and  almost  of  soil,  called 
CaiiMe  de  Sauveterre,  descends  into 
the  valley  of  the  Tarn,  and  the  coun- 
try of  the  Cevennes.  (Introduction, 
Sect.  V.) 

24  Molines. 

The  principal  source  of  the  Tarn  is 
in  the  plateau  de  PHopital:  on  its 
borders  lies  Grisac,  birth-place  of 
pope  Urban  V.,  and  about  6  m.  from 
its  source  the  Pont  de  Montvert,  a 
small  village,  deep  sunk  between  the 
Mont  Lozdre  and  Bouges,  the  scene 
of  some  remarkable  events  in  the  war 
of  the  Cevennes.  The  insurrection 
in  fact  commenced  here  by  the  mur- 
der of  the  archdeacon  Chayla,  a  cruel 
persecutor  of  the  Calvinists,  who 
had  scoured  the  country,  backed  by  a 
troop  of  dragoons,  seizing,  imprison- 
ing, and  torturing  women  and  men. 
On  the  night  of  July  24,  1702,  the 
house,  still  standing  at  the  N.  end  of 
the  bridge,  at  that  time  occupied  by 
Qhayla  and  a  party  of  priests  and  sol- 
diers, was  beset  by  a  band  of  armed 
Camisards,  headed  by  one  of  their 
prophets,  Seguier,  who,  after  break- 
ing down  the  door  with  the  trunk  of 
a  tree  and  releasing  the  prisoners, 
set  iire  to  it,  and  slew  those  who 
attempted  to  escape. 

'  A  few  of  its  inmates  were  allowed 
quarter,  but  Chayla,  whose  death 
was  the  motive  for  the  assault,  hav- 
ing broken  his  1^  in  letting  him- 


self down  from  a  window,  #as  dis- 
covered and  killed  without  mercy. 
He  fell,  pierced  with  .92  wounds,  24 
of  which  were  mortal.  The  prophet 
and  his  companions  having  perpe- 
trated  this  act  of  vengeance,  passed 
the  night  on  their  knees  around  the 
corpses  singing  psalms,  and  did  not 
withdraw  before  the  morning.  Se- 
guier was  captured  shortly  aiVer,  and 
expiated  his  crime  by  being  burned 
alive  on  the  10th  August,  1702.  As 
Pont  de  Montvert  was  the  cradle,  so 
was  it  also  the  tomb  of  the  insurrec- 
tion :  the  last  bold  act  of  the  Cami- 
sard  chief  Roland  before  his  death 
was  an  assault  upon  the  Miguelets  or 
Spanish  soldiers  posted  in  the  village* 
from  which  he  was  repulsed.  Joani, 
one  of  the  last  of  the  Camisard  leaders, 
having  been  made  prisoner  near  this 
(1710),  slipped  off  from  behind  the 
horse  of  the  "  archer  **  or  policeman 
who  was  conveying  him  to  a  dungeon, 
as  he  was  passing  die  bridge,  like  Rob 
Roy  in  Scott's  novel,  and  leaped  down 
into  the  Tarn,  a  height  of  20  ft.  He 
was  shot,  however,  by  the  captain  of 
the  archers,  and  perished  in  the  river. 
Our  road  quits  the  Tarn  to  follow  its 
tributary,  the  Tamon,  shortly  before 
reaching 

1 1  Florae,  a  town  of  2200  inhab., 
situated  under  a  hill,  whose  bare  cleft 
ridge  rises  in  the  form  of  castellated 
towers  on  the  Tarnon,  close  to  the 
influx  of  the  Miraente.  The  3  valleys 
of  the  S  head  waters  of  the  Tarn  lead 
into  the  inextricable  labyrinth  of  de- 
files composing  the  mountainous  dis- 
trict of  the  Hautes  Cevennes.  The 
Mimente  rises  in  the  mountain  of 
Bouges,  whose  N.  summit  is  crowned 
by  the  forest  AUefage,  in  the  depths  of 
which  the  murderers  of  the  areh- 
priest  Chayla  had  their  rendezvous 
under  3  huge  beech  trees,  one  of 
which  was  standing  in  1837,  reduced 
to  a  shattered  trunk.  At  Cassagnas, 
a  village  near  the  source  of  the 
Mimente,  13  m.  from  Florae,  many 
of  the  caverns  which  were  c<mverted 
into  storehouses  and  arsenals  by  the 
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CsmiMrds  stiU  exist,  aAd  serre  as 
habitations.  They  were  filled  with 
eom,  wioe^  oil,  chesnuts,  and  other 
provisions  taken  from  eonvents  and 
Romish  villagefl^  or  contributed  by 
the  Protestants  to  their  leaders.  The 
pfovisions  were  conveyed  thence  to 
the  spots  where  the  insurgents  met, 
either  i»  conventicle  for  prayer,  or  in 
liattle  army*  and  there  distributed  in 
vations.  The  corn  was  for  the  most 
part  ground  in  haod-miUs,  the  water- 
milla  having  been  destroyed  by  the 
military  commander  of  Languedoc, 
who,  at  ^e  same  time,  laid  waste  and 
burned  all  the  villages  in  the  Upper 
Cevennes,  to  the  number  of  nearly 
400,  driving  away  their  inhabitants. 
Other  caves  were  filled  with  living 
flocks  and  herds  or  with  meat  salted, 
while  others  again  were  used  as  pow*> 
der  mi^aaines  and  mills,  for  the  Ca- 
misards  made  powder  for  themselves 
from  the  saltpetre  collected  in  their 
CBverns,  and  the  ashes  of  the  willows 
growing  on  all  the  streams.  Their 
principal  supply,  however,  was  pur- 
chase at  Papal  Avignon,  so  that 
the  papbta  were  shot  chiefly  by  the 
pope's  own  powder.  The  most  airy 
and  wholesome  caverns  were  trans- 
formed into  hospitals  for  the  wounded, 
and  stored  with  drugs  from  Mont- 
pellier.  To  such  an  extent  was  the 
Oommissariat  organised  by  Roland 
and  other  leaders  of  that  fearful  civil 
Strife.  The  mountains  skirted  by  the 
toad  on  the  1.,  from  Molines  down  to 
Ledignan,  may  be  regarded  as  the 
tutadel  of  the  Camisard  insurgents; 
but  their  ravages  and  incursions  ex- 
tended S.  of  the  Gardon,  and  as  far 
as  the  sea.  Among  these  desolate 
tolitttdes  they  met,  like  the  Came- 
ronians  of  Scotland,  with  arms  in 
their  bands,  in  secret  contenticles, 
tirber^  the  harangues  of  their  prophets 
4ind  their  hymns  and  prayers  were 
ol^  interrupted  by  an  onset  of  the 
royal  .(iro^fi,  and  the  congregation 
arose  from-  their  knees  to  do  battle. 
Afier  some  miles,  we  ascend  out  of 
thdrvftlky  €fi  the  Touman,  leaving  it 


attd  the  roasd  to  Montpellier  on  tb^ 
rt.,  and,  crossing  the  high  land  of 
Hospitalet,  enter  the  valley  of  the 
Gardon,  in  which  lies 

S3  P<mi|»dou. 

The  road  runs  along  a  sort  of  bog's 
back  or  ridge,  dividing  the  depfc. 
Losere  from  that  of  Qard,  and  tra^ 
verses  a  sterile  and  dreary  country. 

SO  St.  Jean.du  Gard,  6n  the  L 
bank  of  the  Gardon,  contains  silk 
mills:   4128  inhab. 

Within  this  canton,  6  or  8  m.  to 
the  N.  £.  among  the  mountains,  lies 
Mialet»  a  village  of  1858  inhab.,  the 
stronghold  and  head  quarters  of  Ro^ 
land,  chief  of  the  Camisarda,  who  was 
bom  at  Massoubeyfan,  close  to  Mia- 
let.  It  also  is  remarkable  for  the 
caves,  and  grottoes  around  it,  converted 
by  him  into  arsenals  and  storehouses 
during  the  war  of  the  Cevennes* 
Another  position  of  strength  held  by 
him  was  Durfort,  among  the  monn- 
tains  on  the  rt  of  the  Gardon  and 
considerably  to  the  S.  of  Anduze. 

To  the  S.  W.  of  St.  Jean  rise  the 
mountains  of  the  Basses  Cevennes, 
the  chief  of  which  is  the  Aigoal,  ati 
whose  base  the  river  Herault  rises. 

Anduze  (no  post),  is  a  town  ci 
SB&^  inhab.,  on  the  rt  bank  of  the 
Gardon,  and  protected  from  its  fu- 
r'ous  inundations  by  a  strong  dyke 
forming  a  terrace  and  promenades. 
It  is  overhung  by  escarped  rocks  at 
the  Monts  Peyremale  and  St  Julien. 
It  was  the  centre  ofthe  religious  wars 
which  followed  the  death  of  Henri  IV, , 
and  the  head  quarters  of  the  Calvinisfe 
leader  Rohan,  A  large  portion  of  its 
inhab.  are  still  Calvinists.  During 
the  Camisard  insurrection  this  town 
as  well  as  Alais  was  constantly  beset 
by.  the  Camisards  up  to  its  very 
walls. 

Florian,  the  agreeable  author  of 
**  Gonzalvo  de  Cordova,"  was  bom  in 
the  castle  of  Florian,  between  Anduae 
and  St  Hypp<dite.  The  valley  of 
the  Gardon  below  Anduze,  bctweea 
Fornac  and  Ners,  is  called  VaU^  de 
Beawrivage^  and  is  described   ill  bis 
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]^«Btaial  .iroioance9  i&teUe  and.  N^-t 
morin,  but  with  so  much  'exagge> 
Nitioi^  as  scarcely  to  be  distinguished. 
Near  I^zan  our  road  quits  the 
valley  of  the  Gardon. 
27  Ledignao. 

Ribaute,  a  village  situated  among 
the  hills  to  the  N.  of  this,  was  the 
birth-place  of  Cavalier*  who,  having 
beea  bred  a  shepherd,  and  afterwards 
apprenticed  to  a  baker  at  Anduze, 
was.  elected  at  the  age  of  17  second 
il^  Qommand  of  thf  Camisard  in- 
surgents, and  proved  hipciself  a  most 
a^e  g^eral,  as  well  as  powerful 
propbci  or  preacher.  He  died  a 
pensioner  in  Chelsea  Hospital. 

..13  Les  Barragues  de  Fons. 

•  17  NisMss,in  Route  126. 


ROUTE  119* 

lUyAVIf E>  fO  VAIBNGS  OH  TBB  BBONK, 
BY   ST.  WPIENHB   AWD    AITKOMAT.  

•  RAILWAY  FROM  ROAKMB  TO  ST. 
ttlKVKB. 

.    173  kilom.  =  107  £og.  m. 

;  The  malfeposte  .from  Paris  to  Mar- 
seilles takes  this  route,  thus  avoiding 
the  long  detour  by  Lyons. 
Diligences  go  daily. 

,  Roanne  is  described  in  Route  105. 

,  A  railroadt  about  49^  m.  long,  has 
l)een  c^ried  from  Roanne  to  St. 
£tienne:  the  portion  of  it  between 
Andr^ieUK  and  St,  Etienne  was  the 
^st  lailway  constructed  in  Franc^ : 
horses  and  not  locomotives  are  used 
on  it,  and,  though  passenger  trains 
traverse  it,  in  about  6  hours,  it  is 
chiefly  use4  for  the  conveyance  of 
coal^  and  merchandize :  its  construc- 
tion is  ^  very  imperfect,  and  it  is  not 
reepmpoended  to  English  travellers. 
'  'From.  Roanne  it  is  carried  up  the 
valley  of  the  Rhjus,  a  small  tributary 
qf  the  Xioire,  parallel  with  the  post 
foad  to  Lyons,  as  far  as  St,  Sym- 
pl^ori^n  de  X«ayt  where  ,it  turns  S. 
The  post,  road  to  St  Etienne  turns 
oif  previously  at  L'Hdpital  to 


19  IjfeuUse,  beyond  which  it  iDjseta 
the  railway,  and  the  two  proceed  sido 
by  side  up  the  valley  of  the  Loii^e 
along  its  rt.  bank.  Near  the  village. 
Pouilly  the  Loire  is  confined  between 
huge  dyhMj  faced  with  sto];Les  ce~ 
miented  apd  clamped  together,  called 
Mole  de  Pin^,  the  original  construc- 
tion of  which  is  attributed  to  the 
Romans.  The  rapids  thu&  produced 
in  the  river  prevent  the  ascent  of 
boats. 

20  Feurs,  in  R.  U2. 

1 1  Montrond,  a  village  on  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Xioire,  1^  m.  W.  pf  the 
railway.     Above  it  rises  the  majestic 
ruins  of  its  old  castle,  burned  at  the ; 
Revolution  by  order  of  an  itmerant> 
representative  of  the  people. 

Montbrison  (R.  112.)  is  10  m.. 
distant  from  Montrond. 

14  La  Gouyonnidre. 

The  railway  reaches  the  banks  of. 
the  Loire  at  Andfesieux,  to  \vhich 
place  large  quantities  of  coal  are  ppn- 
veyed  from  St.  Etienne,  to  be  em- 
balked  on  the  Loire  for  the  supply 
of  the  centre  and  W,  of  France.     At 
Andresieux  the  line  quits  the  side  of. 
the  Loire;  and  ascends  the  industripus' 
valley  of  its  tributary   the    Furens» 
which,  in  the  course  Qf  9  m-,  sets  in 
motion  more   than    100   forges  and 
mills.     The  lin^  from  Roanne  meets 
that  from  St.  Etienne  at  a  place  called 
Querilldre,  near  La  Fouillouse. 

13.  St.  Etirnne.  —  Inns:    H.   du, 
Nord;  one  of  the   best  inns   in   S. . 
France,  large,  clean,  and  comfortable, 
in  the  Rue  Roy  ale :  Poste,  also  good.  - 

St.  Etienne,  tl^e  largest  and  most, 
populous  town  in  the  department 
de  la  Loire,  although  not  its  chef 
lieu,  now  numbering  \vith  its  suburbs, 
about  48,700  inhabitants,  is  a  remark- 
able example  of  a  sudden  rise,  and  of 
still  increasing  prosperity,  owing  ta 
two  very  dissimilar  but  flourishinjp^ 
branches  of  manufacture,  the  making; 
of  fire-arms  and  the  weaving  of  ribbons* 
To  use  the  words  of  a  French  topo^ 
grapher, "  ce  sont  les  ateliers  de  M.ars^ 
k  cdte  d^  c^ux  de  Venus."  ^Th^  town. 
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is  advantageoiuljr  utiuitod  on  the 
banks  of  the  Furens,  which  furnishes 
water  power  to  move  its  machinery, 
in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  most  pro- 
ductiTe  cool  fields  of  France.  It  may 
be  called  a  French  Birmingham,  and, 
like  that  of  England,  it  is  « the  child 
of  coal,**  surrounded  by  mines,  and 
even  seated  on  coal  deposits,  so  that 
some  galleries  are  driven  beneath  its 
very  streets,  though  under  strict  su- 
perintendence of  the  authorities.  It 
is  by  no  means  an  inviting  place  to 
tarry  in :  little  regularity  is  preserved 
in  the  building  of  streets  so  suddenly 
thrown  up ;  and  the  fine  white  sand- 
stone of  its  houses,  many  of  them  5 
and  6  stories  high,  is  soon  tarnished 
and  blackened  by  the  coal  smoke 
which  constantly  hangs  in  clouds  over 
it.  It  has  one  fine  broad  street,  di- 
vided into  2  **  Places,**  planted  with 
trees,  by  the  Hdtd  de  ViUe,  which 
stands  in  the  centre  of  it  and  of  the 
town.  It  is  a  building  of  no  greet 
merit,  but  of  large  size.  It  contains 
ike  Bourse  and  the  commercial  tri- 
bunal called  Conteil  de  Prudhommes 
(see  p.  S74.). 

Within  its  walls  is  an  incipient 
Muteum  (MutSe  IndustrieT)  containing 
specimens  of  the  staple  manufactures 
of  the  town,  ribbons  of  all  kinds,  gun 
barrels,  locks,  and  stocks  engraved 
and  carved  by  local  workmen ;  also  a 
collection  of  Uie  minerals  of  the  neigh* 
bourhood,  and  of  the  fossils  of  its 
coal  field,  &c. 

There  are  more  than  200  master 
manufacturers  of  Ribbons  here.  The 
number  of  persons  in  the  town  and 
neighbouring  communes  employed  in 
this  branch  of  industry  has  been  es- 
timated at  40,000,  and  the  number  of 
looms  at  about  20,000.  The  weavers 
live  chiefly  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
town  and  in  the  adjoining  villages, 
where  they  avoid  the  smoke,  and  live 
cheaper,  by  escaping  the  octroi. 

The  beauty  and  varied  invention 
shown  in  the  patterns,  fmd  the  de- 
licate combinations  of  cdours,  are 
admirable.      An    English    traveller 


should  not  omit  to  visit  a  ribibon 
weaver's  atelier.  About  €0  artists  are 
employed  in  dengning  and  drawing 
patterns.  The  total  annual  value  €i£ 
ribbons  made  here  is  estimated  at  45 
millions  of  francs. 

The  gunsmiths*  shops  may  be  better 
seen  at  Birmingham,  or  even  at 
Liege,  both  which  places  produce 
a  large  quantity  of  arms.  About 
30,000  or  40,000  stand  of  arma  are 
made  here  annually  in  time  of  peaee, 
besides  30,000  fowling  pieces  and 
1500  pair  of  pistols;  and  dating 
the  sway  of  Nap<^eon  not  less  than 
from  60,000  to  100,000  were  turned 
out ;  but  it  is  stated  that  at  a  push 
300,000  muskets  might  be  pro- 
duced in  12  months.  A  mudcet  may 
be  bought  for  12  or  even  10  fisnes; 
but  the  price  paid  by  government  ts 
from  24  firancs  to  35  francs  a  piece. 
About  500  men  are  employed  in  the 
Man^fuUure  Royoh  ds»  Armies,  which 
is  carried  on  by  contractors,  under  the 
superintendence  of  artillery  ofiScers, 
but  many  more  out-labourers  are  em- 
ployed. All  the  barrels  made  must 
pass  through  a  trial  at  the  proof  house 
{Maison  d^JEpreuve},  open  twice  a 
week.  There  are  also  considerable 
manufiictures  of  quincaillerie,  bard- 
ware,  and  cutlery. 

The  making  of  bayonets,  gun  locks, 
gun  stocks  of  walnut  wood  seasoned 
by  steam,  employs  a  great  number  ot 
hands. 

St  Etienne  has  the  merit,  rare  in 
France,  of  being  well  lighted  with  gas* 
Its  Cathedrcd  exhibits  in  its  choir  an 
ancient  specimen  of  Romanesque  ar- 
chitecture. 

There  is  a  Theatre  here. 

Chemins  de  Fer. — Two  short  rail- 
ways branch  off  from  St.  Etienne-— 
1.  to  Lyons :  the  terminus  is  at  the 
end  of  the  Rue  Royale,  on  the  £.  of 
the  town,  and  there  are  3  trains 
daily  (see  Route  1 1 8. );  2.  to  Roanne. 
The  station  is  also  about  {  hour's 
walk  from  the  centre  of  the  town. 
Trains  go  once  a  day.     (  See  p.  41 9. ) 

Diligences  daily  to  Lyons  (S  times) ; 
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to   Le  Puy;  to  Annonay  and  Va- 
lence; to  Clermont;  to  Roanne. 

MaUeposte  in  33  hours  to  Paris; 
ditto  to  Marseilles,  by  the  follow- 
ing route. 


The  road  to  Annonay,  almost  im- 
mediately on  quitting  the  town, 
passes  out  of  the  coal  basin,  and  com- 
mences a  long,  but  gradual  ascent, 
through  a  rugged  valley,  over  the 
high  mountain  ridge  separating  the 
waters  flowing  into  the  Atlantic  from 
those  which  run  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  the  valley  of  the  Loire 
from  that  of  the  Rhone.  These  two 
rivers  run  parallel  to  each  other,  but 
in  an  opposite  direction,  for  not  less 
than  120  m.  A  short  way  below  the 
summit  stands 

12  La  Republique,  the  first  relay, 
a  solitary  cabaret,  which  will  fur. 
msh  a  tolerable  meal,  and  glass  of 
wine.  The  ridge  which  our  road 
crosses  is  a  continuation  of  the 
granitic  range  of  the  Mont  Filas 
(pileatus),  so  conspicuous  from  the 
banks  of  the  Rhone,  near  Vienne 
(R.  125.),  whose  peak  is  visible  on 
tiie  1.  near  La  Republique.  The 
summit  of  the  pass,  and  country 
around,  is  occupied  by  a  vast  forest 
of  firs,  le  Grand  Bois,  on  emerging 
from  which,  and  beginning  to  de- 
scend, a  fine  view  opens  out»  at  the 
end  of  the  valley,  of  the  Alps  of  Dau- 
phin6  stretching  along  the  horison,  of 
the  minor  chain  running  from  them 
down  the  valley  of  the  Isere,and  more 
near,  on  the  rt,  of  the  mountains  of 
the  Ardeche* 

The  road  is  finely  engineered,  car- 
ried gradually  down  along  the  flanks 
of  the  mountains,  following  their 
nnuosities.  It  passes  above  the 
ruined  CasUe  dPArgtntaJ^  planted  on  a 
sort  of  promontory,  where  the  rocks 
are  naked  and  inaccessible.  The 
Bourg,  once  attached  to  it,  has  pru- 
dently descended  from  this  feudal 
platform, 

(16  Bourg  d*Argental),  and  now 


occupies  a  more  genial  and  sunny  site 
tower  down,  in  a  part  of  the  valley 
where  the  vine  grows  and  the  white 
mulberry  flourishes.  The  white  silk 
produced  here  is  the  best  in  France 
for  the  manufacture  of  blonde  lace, 
and  bears  a  high  price. 

A  little  below  this  town,  the  road 
passes  out  of  the  dept.  of  the  Loire 
into  that  of  the  Ardeche. 

The  valley  of  the*  Dieune,  in 
which  lie  both  Bourg  d*Argental  and 
Annonay,  has  no  very  striking  fea- 
tures of  beauty ;  naked  rocks  inter- 
mixed with  formal  mulberry  planta- 
tions, with  green  meadows,  aspens, 
and  willows,  are  the  components  of  its 
scenery.  Lower  down,  the  river  is 
bestridden  by  several  large  paper 
mills,  chiefly  belonging  to  the  re- 
spected fiunily  Montgolfier.  The  road, 
carried  high  up,  looks  over  slopes  oc- 
cupied by  vineyards,  beyond  which 
rises  the  Alpine  chain,  and  between 
which,  in  a  deep  ravine,  runs  the  river. 
Numerous  country  houses,  or  boxes, 
among  the  vines  announce  the  ap- 
proach to  Annonay. 

15  Annonay.  —  Intu:  H.  duMidi; 
—  H.  du  Nord. 

This  active  and  increasing  manu- 
fiicturing  town,  the  largest  in  the 
dept.  de  TArdeehe,  containing  a  po- 
pulation of  10,000  souls,  is  situated 
in  the  rocky  gorges  of  the  Dieune 
and  the  Canee,  which  join  their 
streams  in  the  very  centre  of  the  town. 
The  houses  are  either  crammed 
in  between  the  rocks,  or  carried  up 
their  sides  in  tiers,  or  in  ranges  along 
their  tops,  so  that  its  ground  plan  is 
very  irregular,  and  from  no  point  can 
the  whole  town  be  seen  at  once.  It 
has  no  public  buildings  of  the  least 
interest,  merit,  or  good  taste.  The 
Grande  Plaee  includes  in  its  centre 
the  Bascule,  and  on  one  side  an 
ObeUtk  to  the  memory  of  the  in- 
genious brothers,  Joseph  and  £tienne 
Montgolfier,  natives  of  Annonay,  the 
inventors  of  the  air  balloon,  and 
founders  of  the  celebrated  paper  mills 
near  this,  erected  <*  par  leurs  con- 
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ottoyens.**  Their  first  afleent  into  the 
air  was  made  firom  this  spot*  June 
1783,  in  the  presence  of  the  estates 
of  the  proTince.  The  descendants 
of  the  brothers  still  reside  in  the 
neighbourhood,  where  the  family  is 
distinguished  by  its  well-earoed 
opulence  and  intelligence.  Boissy 
d' Angles,  the  firm  and  unbending  pre- 
sident of  I  he  conyention*  was  also  bom 
here. 

The  chief  manufiusture  .of  A&* 
Bonay  is  that  of  paper,  eelebrated  all 
over  France,  produced  in  7  paper 
mills  on  the  neighbouring  streams. 
The  preparation  of  kid  and  other 
$kmB  leather  occupies  64  master  ma- 
nufacturers, and  600  men:  350>00a 
docen  of  skins  are  prepared  annually^ 
of  which  half  are  sent  to  £ngland. 
The  cultiTation  of  the  silkworm*  and 
the  production  of  silk,  chiefly  the 
white  kind,  prised  for  tulles  and 
Uondes,  is  rapidly  advancing  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Vast  quantities  of 
mulberries  have  been  planted  within 
a  few  years,  and  num«rons  silk  mills 
(filatures)  established.  The  name 
Annonay  is  said  to  come  from  the 
Latin  annona,  corn  magazines,  estab- 
lished by  the  Romans  on  this 
q»ot  (?). 

12  I)Uigenees  run  daily  to  St. 
Etienne;  to  Paris;  to  Lyons;  to  Gre- 
noble; to  Valence  and  Mvseillea. 

A  steep  ascent  leads  out  of  An- 
nonay :  from  the  heights  above  it, 
and  nearly  all  the  way  to  the  Rhone, 
the  Alps  form  a  fine  feature  in  the 
yiew. 

The  borders  of  the  Rhone  .  are 
reached  a  little  below  Tour  des  Mar- 
tyrs, near  Andance,  picturesquely  situ- 
ated among  granitic  hills,  on  whose 
sides  every  inch  of  space  opening  to 
the  sun  is  occupied  by  vines.  A 
crag  rising  above  the  village  is  sur- 
mounted by  a  Calvary.  Near  this 
tiie  sad  effects  of  the  inundations  of 
the  Rhone,  in  1840-41,  meet  the 
traveller's  sight,  in  fields  and  vine- 
yards overwhelmed  with  sand,  broken 
bridges,  and  rained,  houses,  until  the. 


Rhone  is  crossed,  by  a  wire  bridge,  at 
18  St.  Vallier,       1  ,       .,    j  • 
31  Faience    {Inn,    l^^'^f  fj" 

Poste),  'J  Route  125. 

ROUTE  121. 

VALENCE      TO    NISMES,     BY     PRIVAS.  


AUBKNAS  AMD    ALAIS. 
OF  THE  ARDECHE. 


VOLCANOES 


192  kiloro.  s  1 19  £ng.  m. 

A  post  road,  but  not  good  In  places, 
and  very  hilly.  A  dUigence  goes 
daily  to  Aubeoas*  but  it  takes  12L 
bour%  owing  to  the  defects  of  tb» 
road,  which,  while  it  continuss  along 
the  Rhone,  is  carried  through  several, 
rivers  by  fords,  and  beyond  is  very! 
hilly.  Throughout  it  is  interrupted 
by  numerous  villages,  the  passage  o£ 
whose  narrow  and  ill-paved  streets,  is 
very  difficult  and  tedious. 

The  Rhone  ja  crossed  by  the  wire, 
bridge  at  Valence  to  the  rt.  bank :. 
the  Route  as  £ar  as 

23  La  Voulte  is  desoribed  in 
Route  125. 

The  Valley  of  La  Payre,  Qp  which 
the  road  turns  on  quilting  the  Rhone, 
is  not  remarkable  for,  beauty;  owing 
to  the  extreme  aridity  of  the  hills* 
which  are.  (tf  bare  limestone,  with  • 
drapery  of  vines  too  scanty  to  cover 
their  nakedness*  There  is  some  pas- 
ture in  the  low  ground ;  but  the  dis* : 
trict  must  properly  be  coosidored  one) 
vast  grove  of  mulberries,  for  rearing, 
the  silkworm,  —  the  source  of  wealUt 
to  the  Ardeche  (see  R.  125.)        ... 

The  lai^  white  buildings  which, 
line  the  banks  of  the  useful  stream 
traversing  the  valley  are,  for  the  most 
part,  silk  mills,  for  the  moulinage 
(reeling)  and. filature  (throwing)  of 
the  silk.  They  are  very  jiumerons 
near  Chomerac,  the  most  considerable 
place  in  this  valley. .  A  low  ridgsc 
separates  it  from  that  in  which  .is 
situated 

25  Primu. — Inns  :  La  Croiv  d'Or; 
tolerable,  but  dear  :  —  H.  du  Com-, 
merce.'    Avcttd  stopping  jMta.fot  the 


Thj8  Ard^che.  J?.  121. — Privas^^  AubeJMs. 


42$ 


lugfat,  if  po9sil^e»  in  autumn,  on  ac- 
count of  tb«  mosquitoefl* 

Frivas,  chef  lieu  of  tbe  D4pt.  1*  Ar- 
deche,  4219  inliab.,  and  the  smallest 
chef  lieu  in  France,  is  situated  on  a  steep 
ridge,  a  root  of  the  range  of  the  Coiron, 
projecting  between  the  valley  of  the 
Ouvese,  and  that  of  a  smaller  stream 
falling  into  it,  within  an  amphitheatre 
of  ringed  and  arid  hills.  Its  princi- 
pal street,  running  along  this  back- 
bone, is  prolonged^  at  either  end,  into 
terraces  planted  with  trees,  whence  a 
good  view  is  obtained  of  the  valleys 
around,  their  slopes  clad  witli  vines, 
and  dotted  with  country  houses ;  their 
depths,  along  the  line  of  the  streams, 
studded  with  silk  mills. 

The  town  contains  nothing  worth 
notice  except  its  establishments  for 
the  reeling  and  throwing  of  silk.  It 
was  in  the  16th  and  1 7th  centuries  a 
fortress,  and  stronghold  of  Protes- 
tantism, so  that  in  1612  a  synod  of 
all  the  Reformed  Churches  of  France 
was  held  here.  It  has  now  quite  a 
modem  appearance,  owing  to  its 
having  been  burned  to  the  ground, 
and  levelled  with  the  dust,  by  Louis 
XIII.,  wiio  assisted  in  person  to  be- 
siege it,  in  the  train  of  Cardinal  Ri- 
chelieu. The  defence  was  conducted 
by  the  brave  St  Andre  de  Montbrun, 
and  a  garrison  of  1 200  men,  assisted 
by  the  inhabitants.  At  the  end  of 
2  months  a  general  assault  was  made 
by  the  royal  forces,  who  were  repulsed 
with  a  loss  6f  500  men,  but  the  place 
bdng  no  longer  tenable  was  aban- 
doned by  Montbrun,  who  retired 
to  the  Fort  de  Toulon,  where  the 
want  of  provisions  compelled  him 
soon  after  to  surrender.  The  king 
caused  Inm  and  all  his  companions 
to  be  bung ;  he  confiscated  the  pro- 
perty of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  who  were  in  it  during  the  siege, 
and  forbade,  by  an  edict,  any  person 
living  there  without  letters  issued 
under  the  great  seal.  Privas  had,  in 
a  previous  war  of  Religion,  1574, 
auccessfuUy  resisted  the  royal  forces, 
vttder  the  Due  de  Montpensier,  and 


bad  become  a  sort  of  metropolitan 
church  to  the  Protestants :  hence  the 
exasperation  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
party  against  it. 

The  road  to  Aubenas  surmounta 
the  chain  of  the  Coiron  moun* 
tains,  which  traverse  the  dept  Ar- 
d^cbe,  from  N.  W.  to  S.  £.,  by  a  steep 
ascent,  requiring  2  hours  to  climb 
to  the  summit  of  the  pass.  It 
passes  through  large  plantations  oC 
sweet  chesnuts.  The  famed  <*  Mar-> 
rons  de  Lyons'*  come  chiefly  from 
the  Ardeche.  The  country  is  not 
interesting,  the  extreme  nakedness  of 
the  hills  being  a  great  drawback.  The 
mountains  on  either  side  of  the  gap 
or  col  over  which  the  road-  passes  are 
capped  by  basalt.  From  the  slope 
i^nd  top  of  the  pass  the  mountains  of 
the  dept.  of  the  Drome  beyond  the 
Rhone  are  well  seen.  On  the  opposite 
slope,  a  little  way  down,  stands 

17  LesMoulins,  a  single  house.  On 
the  descent  towards  Aubenas,  the 
hills  are  not  less  parched  and  naked* 
nor  more  picturesque,  than  on  the  side 
of  Privas.  The  vine  grows  very  high 
up,  and  it  is  curious  to  see  it  flourish.* 
ing  upon  the  dry  disintegrated  debris  of 
rook  fallen  from  the  tops  of  the  moun<4 
tains,  streaking  their  whitened  flanka 
with  the  faintest  tinge  of  verdure^ 
The  descent  is  very  long»  and  the  ready 
towards  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  as 
bad  as  possible ;  not  properly  made. 

Hie  river  Ardeche  is  crossed  im- 
mediately before  reaching  Aubenas, 
in  a  suburb  of  that  town  composed 
chiefly  of  silk  mills.  A  series  of  aig« 
zags  carried  up  the  face  of  the  hill 
are  surmounted  in  order  to  enter 

IS  Aubenas. — /nn«,H.der  Union; 
kept  by  Barry,  good,  and  tolerably 
comfortable,  with  capital  cuisine,  and 
not  expensive.  Trufiies  abound 
here;  chesnuts,  figs,  ortolans  are  te 
be  had  in  perfection.  The.  bouse 
being  situated  on  the  brow  of  the 
hill  commands  a  fine  view  Irom  its 
teitace. 

Aubenas  (4685)  is  a  town  oi  ^txy 
striking  appearance  at  a  distance,  firom 
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tbe  commaDding  height  on  which  it 
■tands,  and  the  picturesque  forms  of 
its  old  Gothic  castle,  feudal  walls,  and 
other  chief  buildings.  From  this 
elevated  platform,  the  foot  of  which  is 
washed  by  the  Ard^che,  you  command 
a  view  of  some  interest  over  its  indus- 
trious and  productive  vale,  clothed  in 
its  lower  slopes  with  vines,  fig  trees,  and 
mulberry  groves,  surmounted,  in  the 
distance,  by  tlie  usual  bare  arid  moun- 
tains. You  trace  the  river's  course 
upwards,  to  the  point  where  it  issues 
out  of  the  more  confined  gorge  o( 
Vals,  and,  as  it  were  rejoicing  in 
riotous  liberty,  widens  its  bed,  and 
overspreads  the  valley  with  'gravel, 
bare  at  most  seasons  but  winter,  and 
after  autumnal  storms,  when  the  whole 
channel  is  covered  by  its  muddy  stream. 
It  is  nevertheless  useful;  serving  to 
irrigate  the  fields,  and  turn  the  ma- 
chinery of  a  long  array  of  silk  mills 
which  line  its  banks. 

Aubenas  is  of  importance  as  a  place 
of  trade,  having  become  the  staple  for 
the  silks  of  the  Ard^he,  Drome,  Gard, 
and  L'H^rault,  which  are  deposited 
here  in  commission  houses,  sometimes 
to  the  value  of  3  millions  of  francs,  to 
be  disposed  of  and  distributed  to  the 
consumers  in  Lyons,  St.  Etienne,  &c., 
who  find  here  an  assortment  of  all  the 
difierent  qualities  of  silk,  suited  to  the 
exigence  of  the  various  manufactures. 
The  canton  of  Aubenas  furnishes 
about  the  30th  part  of  the  silks  sold 
in  its  market :  in  1 838  it  possessed  60 
mills  for  reeling  and  throwing  the  silk, 
which  employed  1 600  persons,  chiefly 
females ;  the  number  has  since  greatly 
increased. 

The  College  Royal  was  originally 
placed  under  the  care  of  the  Jesuits, 
established  here  in  the  16th  century, 
for  the  conversion  of  the  Protestants, 
who  abounded  in  the  Vivarais,  as  well 
as  for  the  dissemination  of  learning. 
Neither  the  building  nor  its  church 
merit  notice. 

The  castle^  an  ancient  and  pic- 
turesque edifice,  flanked  by  round  and 
square   towers,   was  occupied  altei^- 


nately  by  Romanists  and  Huguenots 
during  the  wars  of  Religion :  it  is  nowr 
converted  into  municipal  and  police 
offices ;  and  the  public  9calet  for  weigh, 
ing  all  the  silk  brought  to  nuuket  are 
deposited  in  it. 

Diligences  daily  to  Privas  and  Va- 
lence ;  a  courier  to  Bourg  St.  Andeol; 
and  3  times  a  week  to  Montelloiart. 

Although  there  is  little  worth  see- 
ing in  Aubenas  itself,  it  makes  capital 
head  quarters  (more  especially  con- 
sidering the  goodness  of  its  Inn)  lor 
exploring  the  surrounding  district  of 
the  Vivarais,  so  interesting  in  a  geo- 
logical point  of  view. 

Tbe  course  of  the  river  Arddcbe 
and  its  tributaries,  above  Aubenas, 
and  within  a  range  of  15  or  20  m,, 
exhibits  a  series  of  interesting  volcanic 
phenomena,  which  the  geologist  will 
not  fail  toexplore,  and  which  may  be 
visited  with  interest  even  by  tbe 
ordinary  traveller,  merely  on  account 
of  the  picturesqueness  and  singularity 
of  the  scenery. 

Some  of  the  valleys  of  the  Bas  Vi- 
varais present  an  exquisite  combina- 
tion of  beauty  and  magnificence. 
Their  scenery  has  been  compared,  by 
Mr.  Scrope,  in  his  excellent  geologi- 
cal description  of  this  district,  to  that 
of  the  Apennines,  but  with  a  more  lux- 
uriant vegetation.  The  rich  glow  of 
the  chesnut  forests,  tinted  by  a  soft 
and  brilliant  atmosphere,  are  admi- 
rably adapted  to  painting. 

Excursions. — 1 .  jinirtdgves  and  the 
Coupe  dPAyzae  are  distant  about  8  m. 
above  Aubenas.  A  good  road  leads 
thither  turning  out  of  that  to  Le  Puy 
at  La  Begude,  and  crossing  the  river 
Ardeche,  by  a  wire  bridge,  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Vals  (H.  de  PEurope  ;  a  good 
inn,  and  convenient  head  quarters  for 
geological  excursions),  resorted  to  on 
account  of  its  mineral  baths,  supplied 
by  a  spring  of  cold  acidulo-ferruginous 
water.  Vals  lies  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Volane,  a  tributary  of  the  Ard^he;  and 
for  nearly  6  m.  above  Vals  the  valley, 
which  is  very  picturesque,  and  alter- 
nately well  wooded  or  bounded   by 
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rocks  of  gneiss  and  granite,  is  studded, 
at  intn^als,  by  patches  of  basalt,  form- 
ing platforms  and  regular  colonnades, 
like  those  of  the  Giant's  Causeway, 
but  on  a  much  smaller  scale,  although, 
at  times,  100  or  150  ft.  high.  These 
fini^ments  are  all  that  remain  of  a 
lava  current  which  once,  undoubtedly, 
mied  th^  bottom  of  the  valley,  but  was 
cut  away  by  the  Volone,  in  order  to 
formr  a  passage  for  itself.  They  appear 
to  be  composed  of  3  beds,  or  stories, 
of  which  the  lower  one  presents  the 
most  regular  columns,  and  the  upper 
is  nearly  amorphous.  In  places  the 
current  of  the  river,  or  of  some  minor 
rivulet,  still  saws  through  or  under- 
mines the  basalt,  and  strews  the  bed  of 
the  Volane  with  detached  pillars,  mostly 
regular  prisms  of  5  or  6  sides.  In  some 
places  you  look  down  on  the  top  of 
the  lava  stream,  which  presents  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  gigantic  tesselated  pave- 
ment. The  origin  of  this  eruption 
Is  to  be  traced  in  a  volcanic  cone, 
called  La  Coupe  dCAyzaCy  rising  on 
tile  1.  bank  of  the  Volane,  opposite 
Antraigues,  a  picturesque  village, 
which  occupies  a  conmianding  plat- 
form, on  the  top  of  a  high  rock  of 
gneiss,  near  the  head  of  the  valley. 
Around  the  base  of  this  rock  still 
cluster  numerous  groups  of  columns, 
corresponding  with  a  much  finer  co- 
lonnade, on  the  <^posite  or  rt.  bank  of 
the  river,  at  the  same  level,  which 
were,  doubtless,  originally  united. 
Antraigues  affords  no  accommoda- 
tion but  a  miserable  cabaret.  To 
reach  the  Coupe  d*Ayzac  is  a  walk  of 
i  hour  from  the  bridge  over  the  Vo- 
lane, leaving,  on  the  rt.  hand,  the 
road  up  to  Antraigues.  It  is  a  very 
regular  crater,  but  slightly  broken 
down  on  the  N.  W.  side,  facing  the 
Col  d'Aysac,  and  from  this  breach 
the  stream  of  basaltic  lava  which  has 
flowed  down  the  course  of  the  Volane 
may  be  seen  to  issue. 

The  stout  pedestrian  may  Qnd  his 
way  over  the  mountains  from  this  to 
Borzet  and  Montpezat,  but  the  aid  of 
a  guide  may  be  desirable ;  otherwise 


he  must  retrace  his  steps  down  die 
Volane  to  Vals. 

2.  To  Montpezat,  Thtieyts,  JaujaCm 
It  is  a  long  day's  excursion  to  Mont* 
pesat  alone,  which  is  probably  16  miles 
from  Aubenas,  —  a  ride  of  nearly  4 
hours  by  a  bad  road.  The  road  to  Le 
Fuy,  up  the  valley  of  the  Ardeche,  is 
followed ;  but  instead  of  crossing  die 
bridge  at  La  Begude,  you  continue 
along  the  rt.  bank,  leaving  on  one 
side  the  dirty  village  of  Pndes,  where 
coal  in  small  quantity  is  found,  and 
proceeding  to  La  Baume,  (6^  milea 
from  Aubenas),  a  village  picturesquely 
situated,  under  a  mass  of  basalt,  exhi- 
biting in  the  face  of  its  cliffs  a  fine 
architectural  fa9ade  of  columns,  and 
occupying  an  angle  in  the  valley, 
nearly  opposite  to  the  junction  of  the 
FontauKer  with  the  Arddche.  The 
top  of  this  platform  of  basalt,  called 
CAatMs^  du  Pont  la  Baume,  is  co- 
vered with  vines,  and  its  mass  is  pe- 
netrated by  a  sort  of  grotto,  lined  and 
vaulted  with  natural  pillars.  This 
cbanss^  is  probably  the  production  of 
no  less  than  4  or  5  extinct  volcanoes 
situated  in  the  side  valleys  opening 
into  the  Ard^che^  above  this,  whose 
lava  streams  united  at  this  point,  just 
as  the  waters  flowing  out  of  them  now 
do.  Between  the  2  rivers,  on  the  top 
of  a  domineering  rock,  its  shattered 
towera  and  walls  picturesquely  draped 
with  ivy,  rises  an  old  Castlcy  which 
once  belonged  to  the  Dues  de  Venta- 
dour:  it  is  one  of  the  finest  feudal 
relics  in  the  district* 

The  road  to  Montpezat  (a  bridle  or 
cart  road  only)  here  quits  that  to 
Thueyts  and  Le  Puy  (see  R.  118.), 
crosses  the  Ardeche  by  the  Pont  de  la 
Baume,  and  ascends  the  valley  of  the 
Fontaulier,  having  the  castle  on  the 
I.,  and  commanding  a  fine  view  of  it 
and  the  2  valleys.  Ranges  of  basalt 
appear  from  time  to  time  on  either 
side  of  the  valley. 

On  the  rt,  a  little  beyond  the  vil- 
lage of  Meyras,  the  valley  of  Burzet 
opens  out  on  the  rt. ;  a  bed  of  basalt 
occupies  the  bottom  of  it,  and  the 
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mer  finqnently  flows  ortr  Ui«  tops  of 
its  columns,  instead  of  cutting  through 
them.  About  S  miles  up  this  valley  is 
a  Tillage. 

The  vale  of  the  Fontaulier  expands 
as  you  ascend  it;  its  lower  slopes  are 
covered  with  one  vast  forest  of  sweet 
eketmtU^  which  flourishes  in  the  con* 
gcDial  soil,  composed  of  volcanic  ashes, 
Hiany  of  the  trees  being  centuries  old* 
The  roads  are  strewn  with  their  fruit 
in  September,  yet^  productive  as  they 
are»  and  valuable  to  the  peasant,  who 
exports  the  best  to  Lyons  or  Paris, 
and  feeds  on  the  inferior  fruit  himself, 
in  winter,  they  are  gradually  giving 
place  to  the  still  move  profitable  mul- 
berry trees.  The  higher  slopes,  nearly 
to  the  tops  of  the  hilb,  are  terraced  to 
plant  vines.  The  red  ashes,  or  scoriaj 
which  compose  the  soil  of  the  valley^ 
have  issued  from  a  volcanic  crater  nea* 
its  head,  easily  (tistinguisbed  for  some 
distance  bdow  by  its  red  hue,  called 
La  Graveime  de  MtmipeaU*  It  is  a 
regular  bowl-shaped  crater,  composed 
of  porous  scoriae,  roosted  like  the  sli^  of 
a  furnace,  or  of  puszola&a  (here  called 
gravier).  The  crater  is  slightly  indined 
ononesid^;  and  from  the  lowest  edge 
of  its  rim  the  lava  current  which  occu* 
pies  tlie  valley  below  Montpecat  has 
been  discharged,  filling  the  beda  of  the 
streams  to  a  depth  of  ISO  ft.,  and  for 
the  width  of  nearly  ^  a  mile.  The  road 
to  and  from  the  bridge  leading  to 
Montpesat  passes  under  clifis  cut 
through  this  eruption  of  lava,  and 
showing  on  their  face  columns  of  con- 
siderable regularity.  A  branch  of 
the  lava  current  from  the  Gravenne 
has  descended,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  crater,  towards.  Thueyts,  into 
the  Ard^he.  Volcanic  tears,  .bombs, 
black  and  white  cinders,  are  among 
the  productions  of  its  lava. 

Montpexat  {Inn,  a  dirty,  miserable 
cabaret,  de  France),  is  a  poor  and  dirty 
town,  composed  of  singular  gloomy 
bouses,  in  a  naifrow  street,  at  the  foot 
of  the  granitic  range  of  the  Coiron 
mountains.  A  carrii^e  road  has  re- 
cently been  made  from  the  town  up 


the  valley,  and  over  the  bridge  behind^ 
as  far  as  the  village  Pal  (1|  honr'a 
walk),  b^ond  which,  on  the  c^po-' 
site  slope,  is  the  very  perfect  volca.i 
no  of  Pal,  in  the  midst  of  which  rise 
3  cones. 

About  15  m.  N.  of  Montpexat* 
near  Gerbier  des  Joocs,  at  the  base  <ii 
the  Mount  Mex^ne,  is  the  touroe  gf 
the  Loirt,  471 1  ft.  above  the  sea  leveh 
There  is  a  bridle  path  by  it  to  L« 
Puy. 

It  ia  pessiUe  to  cross  the  moontaia 
from  theGravMineof  MoiUpezat  direct 
to  Thueyts  :  the  4>nly  other  way  ia  to 
return  to  Pont  de  la  Baume. 

A  short  way  dttove  La  Baumc^  the 
Anl^he  is  joined  bytberiver  Alignon^ 
in  whose  valley  are  situated  the  .na^ 
gular  oraten  of  Jat^ae  aad  ^kmUloh^ 
(See  Route  118.)  There  is  a  roa4 
from  Jaojac' down. the  valley  of  tha 
Lianeto  L'Argentidre. 

Thueyts  (/nn,  Ches  Bunne^  •£» 
better  than  that  at  Montpexat)  lies  ott 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Ard^e,  surroundaft 
by  the  most  splendid  volcanic  scenery* 
about  4  m.  aboste  La  Baume,  (see 
Roi|te  118.  p.  416.);  it  stands  on. a 
valcaaic  current,  which  has  issued 
from  the  same  ridge  as  the  Qravean^ 
de  Montpesat,  if  not  from,  tbatveiy 
crater.  For  neariy .  I  m.  below 
Thueyts  the  river  is  lined  by  the 
majestic  colonnade  of  basalt  proceed<« 
ing  from  it  A  stair,  the  steps  ci 
winch  are  basaltic  prisms,  has  been 
formed  up  the  rock,  and  Is  called 
EtcaUer  du  RoL* 


The  road  from  Aubenas  to  Nisroet 
is  that  by  which  the  silk  produced  aii 
the  S.  is  transported  to  the  market  off 
Aubenas,  and  thence  transferred  to 
the  manufactories  of  Lyons  and  Stj 
Etienne.  It  leaves  the  town  of 
L' Argentidre  a  little  on  the  rt.  before 
reaching 

22  Joyeuse,  a  small  town;  on  tha 
Baume,  at  the  foot  of  the.  Cevenaes. 

•  Additional  infornaation  respecting  the 
valley  of  the  Ard^che  is  desired  by  the 
Editor. 


Cevxnkies.         R.  121.  — Aubenas  to.  Nismss  —  Alois. 
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An  evcunion  might  be  made  hc»ce 
by  Ruoxn&  and  VaUons^faned  for  the 
<»jnts  in  its  vicinity)  to  the  Poni  de 
VArc,  a  natural  bridge  of  limestone 
spanning  the  ri^er  Ardeche,  open  to 
a  height  of  90  ft.  above  it,  and  160  ft. 
wide.  It  was  once  the  common  line  of 
passage  from  the  Vivarais  into  the 
Gerennes,  and  was  fortified  in  the 
religious  wars. 

29' St.  Ambvoiz  in  the.  D^t. 
Gaxd,  a  town  of  3000  inhabitants, 
OH'  the  C^se,  surmounted  by  an  old 
eaatte. 

The  coal  mines  of  Bessege^  near 
vhicfa  the  road  passes^  are  roaarkable 
iat  the  quantity  and.  size^of  .the  fossil 
▼egetables  occurring  in  them. 

The  rivers  C^eandthe2  Gardona 
take,  their  rise  ia  the  mountains  of  the 
SmU^s.  Cevemiesy  «<~  the  wild  theatre 
o£the  insarrection.  of  the  Fcotestant 
mountaineers,  known  as  Camisards, 
or  ^^.Emfanade  Dieu,'*  as  they  called 
themsdves ;.  while  they, distinguished 
their  native  mountains,  whose  roots 
our  road  may  be  said  to  skirt  on  the 
rt..  from  St.  Ambroix  to  Ners,  by 
the  name  "  le  Desert'*  Their  deso- 
lating, irruptions  and  bloody  contests 
with  the  forces  of  XiOuis  XIV.  spread 
fiur  and  wide  over  the  country  we  are 
about  to  traverse,  on  both  sides  of  .our 
voute,  up  to  the  very  gates  of  Nlsmes 
and  Alais  ;  and  almost  every  step  will 
recal  to  those  ^Euniliar  with  the  his- 
tory, of  that  fearful  contest  some 
melancholy  memorial  of  bloodshed 
and  violence. 

20  Alais,  {Inns,  H.  du  Commerce : 
•«^LioB  d*Or)  an  important  manu- 
fiKSturing  town,  containing  15,884 
inhab.,  in  the  midst  of  a  productive 
coal  field,  which  has  only  recently 
begun  to  be  worked  to  any  extent,  and 
which  furnishes  iron  as  well  as  coal. 
The  chief  collieries  are  at  Grande 
Combe  on  the  railway.  There  are  in 
the  vicinity  of  Alais  numerous  iron 
furnaces,  silk  mills,  glass  works,  and 
many  steam  engines  hard  at  work. 

The  Place  de  la  Mar^ch^Ie  is  sur- 
rounded by  low  porticoes  or  arcades. 


The  town  contaiinsiiofinebaildings« 
It  was  taken. by  Lotiis  XIII.,  as  a 
stronghold  of  Protestantism,  and  its 
fortifications  destroyed. 

A  railroad  connects  Alaia  nith 
Nismes ;  trains  go  twice  a«day.  Da's« 
tance  45  kilom.  s¥:27|  £ag.  m.  . 

At  la  Tour  de  Bellot,  a  deserted 
sheep  farm  and  watch  tower  to  the 
W.  of  Alais,  between  it  and  Anduze^ 
a  band  of .  1500  Camisards,  betrayed  by 
a  miller  on  the  Gcardon,  who  had  sup* 
pUed  them  with  provtsioi^,  were  sur« 
jmsed  at  night  by  the  troops  Af  Louis 
XIV.,  1704.  TheCamisardoutposta 
had  bsrely  time  to  sound  an,  alarm 
when  ^ey  were  cut  to  pieces^  ao  that 
only  the  leader  and  a  part  of  the  lumd 
were  able  to  issue  forth  from,  the  towet 
before  it  wbm  invested.  The  Gamisard 
chief,  Cavalier,  made  furious  efforts  to 
drive  back.the  soldiery,  and  relieve  hia 
brethren  in  the  tower,  but  in  vatiu 
Tbey^  however,  blocked  up  every  en« 
try,  pouring  a  deadly  fire  from  every 
window  and  cranny,  and  were  only  sub« 
dued  afteir  an  obstinate  resistance  of  8 
hmirs,  by  fire  being  set.  to  the  buildings 
in  which  298  of  them  perished,  be* 
sides  100  left  dead  outside  the  walls. 
The  loss  of  the  king's  troops  was  esti- 
mated at  1200  killed  and  wounded. 
Wild  justice  was  aoon  after  done  bjjt 
the  Camisards  on  the  traitorous  miller; 
he  waa  seized,  condemned  to  deaths 
and  led  out .  to  execution  in  front  of 
the  insurgents,  who,  as  was  their  cus- 
tom, knelt  around  him  the  while,  offer- 
ing up  prayers  for  his  soul.  His  two 
sons,  who  served  in  their  ranks,  re- 
fused his  parting  embrace,  and  looked 
on  unmoved  during  his  punishment. 

Vezenobre,  through  which  the  road 
passes,  is  frequently  mentioned  in  the 
history  of  the  Cevenol  war ;  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Euzet,  a  village  a  few 
miles  to  the  £. ,  were  put  to  the  sword, 
1704,  by  a  king's  officer,  Lalande. 
Entering  the  town  suddenly  he  found 
great  store  of  provisions,  heaps  of 
bread,  haras,  sau.sages,  and  a  bullock 
skinned,  evidently  destined  for  the 
Camisards,  whom  a  brief  search  dis- 
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doMd  concealed  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. They  were  the  remain*  of  the 
force  of  Cavalier,  defeated  at  Naget, 
(  R.  1 26. )» and  were  here  again  routed 
with  a  lost  of  170  killed,  including 
■everal  propheteasee.  Further  evi- 
dence that  the  inhabitants  of  Euzet 
were  aiding  and  abetting  the  rebels 
was  furnished  by  the  discovery  in 
their  vicini^  of  one  of  those  ca- 
verns which  the  Camisards  converted 
into  hospitals  and  arsenals.  It  was 
filled  with  pounded,  medicines,  arms 
and  ammunition.  This  sealed  their 
fiite;  they  were  all  slaughtered,  in- 
cluding the  patients  in  the  cavern,  and 
Euset  was  destroyed.  Such  was  the 
iystem  on  which  tliis  exterminat*- 
ing  war  was  carried  on.  The  Cami- 
sard  commissariat  was  supplied  by 
requisitions  upon  towns  and  villages, 
both  Catholic  and  Protestant :  when 
not  furnished  with  good  will,  a  mis- 
sive of  this  sort  preceded  their  ap- 
pearance, addressed  to  the  chief  men 
of  the  place :  — > «  M.  M.  vous  ne 
manquerez  point  de  nous  preparer  de- 
main  le  diner,  sous  peine  d'etre  as- 
si^ge  et  mis  a  feu  et  a  sang.  Cava- 
lier." 

14  Ners  is  a  village  on  the  1.  bank 
of  the  Gardon,  at  the  angle  formed  by 
the  junction  of  its  2  branches,  the 
Gardon  d*Anduze  and  d'Alais.  The 
river  in  winter  rolls  down  a  flood  of 
water  with  the  force  of  a  torrent,  but 
in  summer  is  dried  up  to  a  few  rills 
or  \  threads.  Owing  to  its  impetu- 
osity and  sudden  rising,  no  attempt 
to  throw  a  bridge  across  it  has  suc- 
ceeded. 

.  Not  far  from  Ncrs,  on  the  W.,  is 
the  Castle  of  Casteinau  (8  m.  S.  of 
Uses).  It  is  remarkable  as  the  spot 
where  Roland,  the  chief  and  general- 


issimo of  the  Cevenol  insurgents, 
ended  his  career,  Aug.  IS,  1 704.  His 
presence  on  the  spot  had  probably 
been  betrayed  to  Marshal  Villars,  for 
in  the  middle  of  the  night,  when  ^Ro- 
land and  his  companions  (including 
a  female  called  Mademoiselle  de  Cor- 
nelli)  were  fast  asleep,  their  sentinel 
on  the  tower  heard  the  noise  of  horses* 
feet  approaching  at  a  galley.  He 
gave  the  alarm  just  as  the  cavalry 
were  about  to  enter.  The  Camisards 
started  up  half  naked,  rushed  to  tbe 
stable,  and  mounting  the  bare  bacics  of 
their  hones,  gallopped  off  for  their 
lives,  but  wi&out  saddles,  belt,  or 
spurs.  They  were  soon  overtaken, 
compelled  to  dismount,  and,  having 
been  discovered  trying  to  conceal 
themselves  in  a  hollow  way,  were 
forced  to  face  about.  Roland,  plant- 
ing his  back  against  the  trunk  of  an 
old  olive  tree,  made  a  desperate  resist- 
ance, answering  to  the  summcms^ 
**  Rendez-vous !  Bas  les  armes  !*'  by 
killing  S  of  the  dragoons  with  3  suc- 
cessive shots  of  his  blunderbuss,  and 
he  was  drawing  his  pistols,  of  whidi 
he  carried  a  row  at  his  girdle,  when  a 
musket  shot  brought  him  down.  The 
wound  was  mortal,  and  his  compan- 
ions, seeing  his  hXi,  at  once  threw 
themselves  on  his  body,  and  allowed 
themselves  to  be  seized  and  bound  like 
lambs.  The  body  of  Roland  was  pub- 
licly burned  at  Nismes. 

Near  Ners  rises  the  tall  tower  of 
the  modernised  Castle  of  Boucoiron 
on  a  rock. 

14  La  Calmette. 

The  road  passes  near  the  limestone 
quarries,  whence  the  Romans  obtained 
the  materiel  for  the  amphitheatre  of 
Nismes. 

15  Nismes.  (Route  126.) 
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1.    FEATURES    OF     PROVENCE. CLIMATE*     PEOPLE. 2.    MISTRAL. 3.    MOS- 
QUITOES.  4.    FERTILITY  AND  VARIED  PRODUCTIONS. 5.    THE  TRUE  GARDEN 

OF  PROVENCE.  —  6.    THE    ROMAN    ANTIQUITIES. 7.    GOTHIC    ARCHITECTURE, 

8.    THE  RHONE. 


§  1.  The  Englishman  who  knows  the  S.  of  France  only  from  books ;  who  there 
finds  Provence  described  as  the  cradle  of  Poetry  and  Romance,  the  paradise 
of  the  Troubadours,  a  land  teeming  with  oil,  wine,  silk,  and  perfumes,  has 
probably  formed  in  his  mind  a  picture  of  a  region  beautiful  to  behold,  and 
charming  to  inhabit.  These  anticipations  may  probably  be  strengthened  by 
Mrs.  Radcliffe's  well-known,  but  perfectly  unfounded,  descriptions  of  scenery 
in  the  "  Mysteries  of  Udolpho.  *'  Nothing,  however,  can  differ  more  widely  from 
the  reality;  and  at  least  it  is  not  from  this  quarter  that  France  deserves  the  epi- 
thet <<La  Belle."  Nature  has  altogether  an  arid  character ;  —  a  sky  of  copper, 
an  atmosphere  loaded  with  dust,  the  earth  scorched  rather  than  parched  by  the 
unmitigated  rays  of  the  sun,  which  overspread  every  thing  with  a  lurid  glare. 
The  hills  rise  above  the  surface  in  masses  of  bare  rock,  without  any  covering 
of  soil,  like  the  dry  bones  of  a  wasted  skeleton.  Only  on  the  low  grounds, 
which  can  be  reached  by  irrigation,  does  any  verdure  appear.  There  is  a 
sombre  melancholy  sternness  in  the  landscape  of  the  South.  The  aching  eye 
in  vain  seeks  to  repose  on  a  patch  of  green,  and  the  inhabitant  of  the  North 
would  not  readily  purchase  the  clear  cloudless  sky  of  Provence  with  the  ver- 
dure of  misty  England.  Neither  the  bush-like  vine,  nor  the  mop-headed 
mulberry,  stripped  of  its  leaves  for  a  great  part  of  the  summer,  nor  Uie  tawny 
green  olive,  whose  leaves  look  as  though  powdered  with  dust,  will  at  all  com- 
pensate in  a  picturesque  point  of  view  for  forests  of  oak,  ash,  and  beech. 

*<  After  Aix,  the  austere  South  of  France,  silent,  burnt  up,  shadeless,  and 
glaring,  with  houses  all  shut  up,  showed  the  misery  of  a  hot  climate,  while  in 
Italy  its  luxury  had  struck  us.  The  sun  had  bleached  every  thing,  and  the 
universal  atmosphere  was  thickened  with  the  perpetual  dust  of  habitual  drought, 
for  here  it  is  said  not  to  rain  for  seven  months  together  in  summer.  The 
roads  were  of  a  dusky  buffy  white ;  the  farm-houses,  built  of  the  materials 
nearest  at  hand,  of  the  same  colour ;  roads,  soil,  houses,  men,  trees,  animalsj 
all  partaking  of  the  same  hue  of  universal  dust,  as  the  caterpillar  does  of  the 
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Icttf  on  which  it  tv^t.  Now  and  then  parched  and  scanty  grass  spFui|^ 
up  among  the  clodded  earth,  and  long-legged  sheep  were  feeding  anxiously 
upon  it,  in  the  scorching  sun,  without  a  single  tree  of  shelter.  All  the  inns, 
however  miserable,  have  large  remUes,  to  afford  coolness  and  shade,  durio^ 
the  middle  of  the  day,  for  travellers  and  horses.** — P. 

The  character  of  the  people  appear  influenced  by  the  fiery  fun,  and  soil  whicli 
looks  as  though  it  never  cooled.   Their  fervid  temperament  knows  no  control  or 
moderation  ;  ferocious  in  disposition,  they  are  led  by  very  slight  religious  or 
political  excitement,  on  sudden  impulses,  to  the  committal  of  murders,  assassina- 
tions, and  other  acts  of  violence  unknown  in  the  North.   They  are  rude  if  not 
brutal  in  manner,  coarse  in  aspect,  and  harsh  in  speech,  their  patois  being  unin- 
telligible, even  to  the  French  themselves.  From  the  loudness  of  tone  and  energy 
of  gesture,  Ihey  appear  always  as  though  going  to  fight  when  merely  carrying 
on  an  ordiu*&ry  conversation.      The  traveller  who  happens  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  ruffianly  porters  at  Avignon  will  be  able  to  judge  if  this  be  an  exag- 
gerated picture.    Those  who  are  prone  to  complain  of  the  climate  of  England 
should  be  sent  to  try  that  of  the  South  of  France.     If  they  expect  an  unvary- 
ing serene  sky  and  warm  temperature  they  will  be  wofully  disappointed.    The 
variations  between  summer  and  winter  are  marked  by  the  dead  olive,  and  vine 
trees  killed  by  the  frost;  and  the  torrid  influence  of  summer  by  the  naked 
beds  of  torrents  left  without  a  drop  of  water.    In  many  years  not  a  drop  of  rain 
falls  in  June,  July,  and  August,  and  the  quantity  is  commonly  very  small :  the 
great  heats  occur  between  the  middle  of  July  and  the  end  of  September,  yet 
even  in  summer,  scorching  heat  alternates  with  the  most  piercing  cold ;  and  the 
vicissitudes  are  so  sudden  and  severe  that  strong  persons,  much  more  invalids, 
should  beware  how  they  yield  to  the  temptation  of  wearing  thin  clothing,  and 
of  abandoning  cloaks  and  great  coats. 

§  2.  The  cause  of  these  sudden  changes  in  temperature  is  the  mistrai  or 
Vent  de  Bize^  the  N.W.  wind,  one  of  the  scourges  of  Provence,  from  the  occur- 
rence  of  which  no  season  is  exempt.  It  is  a  most  violent,  bitterly  cold,  and 
drying  wind,  which  fills  the  atmosphere  with  a  yellow  haze,  and  is  most  painftil 
to  the  eyes  and  face.  It  prevails  chiefly  in  spring  all  along  the  coast,  and  up 
the  Rhone  as  far  as  Valence. 

**  Voilil  le  vent,  le  tourbillon,  Pouragon,  les  diables  d^chain^  qui  veulent 
emporter  votre  chateau  ;  quel  ^branlement  universel !  **  are  the  words  in  which 
Madame  de  Sevign6  describes  it:  it  overthrows  at  times  the  largest  trees;  the 
branches  are  generally  turned  in  a  direction  contrary  to  its  cutting  blasts, 
and  while  it  rages  vessels  are  not  unfrequently  prevented  putting  out  to  sea 
in  the  teeth  of  it.  It  was  well  known  to  the  ancients,  and  is  supposed  to  be 
the  Melamborias  of  Strabo,  which  he  describes  as  sweeping  stones  and  gravel 
from  the  ground.  It  is  sufficient  to  blow  a  man  from  his  horse.  '*  In  the 
winter  months,  December,  January,  February,  the  weather  is  truly  charming, 
with  the  mistral  very  rarely.** 

-  §  S,  Another  plague  of  the  South  of  France  is  the  mosquitoes,  cousins,  or 
moucherons,  which,  to  an  inhabitant  of  the  North,  unaccustomed  to  their  venom- 
ous bite,  will  alone  suffice  to  destroy  all^  pleasure  in  travelling.  They  appear 
in  May  and  last  sometimes  to  Novenr\ber ;  and  the  only  good  which  the  mistral 
eflfects  is  that  it  modifies  the  intensely  hot  air  of  summer,  and  represses,  mo- 
mentarily, these  pestilential  insects.  They  are  not  idle  by  day,  but  it  is  at 
night  that  the  worn-out  traveller  needing  repose  is  most  exposed  to  the  ex« 
cruciating  torments  inflicted  by  this  cruel  insect.  Woe  to  him  who  for  the 
nke  of  coolness  leaves  his  window  open  for  a  minute;  attracted  by  the 
light  they  will  pour  in  by  myriads.     It  is  better  to  be  stifled  by  the  most 
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Oppressive  beat  than  to  go  mad.  Even  closed  shutters  and  a  mosquito  cur« 
tfdn  (^c<msimere),  ivith  which  all  beds  in  good  inns  are  provided,  are  ineffectual 
in  protecting  the  sleeper*  A  scrutiny  of  tiie  walls,  and  a  butchery  of  all 
that  appear,  may  lessen  the  number  of  enemies ;  but  a  single  one  effect* 
ing  an  entry,  after  closing  the  curtains  and  tucking  up  the  bed-clothes  with 
the  utmost  care,  does  all  the  mischief*  Tiie  sufferer  awakes  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  in  a  state  of  fever,  and  adieu  to  all  further  prospect  of  rest.  The 
pain  inflicted  by  the  bites  is  bad  enough,  but  it  is  the  air  o£  triumph  with 
which  the  enemy  blows  his  trumpet,  the  tingling,  agonising  buzzing  which 
iills'the  air,  gradually  advancing  nearer  and  nearer,  announcing  the  certainty 
of  a  fresh  attack,  which  carries  the  irritation  to  the  highest  pitch. 

The  pain  and  swellings  usually  last  for  several  days,  and  there  is  no  re« 
jnedy  but  patience.  The  state  of  the  blood  at  the  time,  however,  considerably 
modifies  or  increases  the  amount  and  duration  of  suffering*  It  is  said  to  be 
the  female  only  which  inflicts  the  sting.  Mosquitoes,  of  course,  are  not 
peculiar  to  the  S.  of  France,  but  there  the  traveller  from  the  N*  will  probably 
first  encounter  them ;  and  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  be  pr^»ared« 
.  The  scorpion  is  not  uncommon  in  Languedoc  and  Provence,  and  even 
now  and  then  makes  his  entrance  into  the  houses,  being  brought  in  along 
with  fire- wood ;  and  it  is  even  not  uncommon  to  discover  it  in  the  folds  of 
the  bed  curtains  <»:  slieets.  Instances,  however,  of  persons  being  bitten  by 
this  foul  insect  are  very  rare  indeed  ;  from  its  nature  it  is  fearful,  and  when 
discovered  endeavours  to  run  away  and  hide  itself. 

.  §  4.  The  foregoing  description  of  Provence  and  Bas  Languedoc  has  hitherto 
he&A  limited  to  the  dark  side  of  the  picture ;  it  remains  to  examine  its  re* 
sources,  its  fertility,  and  its  curiosities. 

Its  valleys  and  lowlands  accessible  to  irrigation  are  most  fertile;  and  the  earth, 
.where  it  can  be  sufficiently  supplied  with  moisture,  teems  with  varied  produc* 
tions  all  the  year  round.  Before  the  spring  is  over  the  mulberry  trees,  which 
line  the  roads  and  cross  the  fields,  in  ugly  cabbage-headed  rows,  are  strips- 
ped  of  their  juicy  foliage  to  feed  the  silk- worm,  -»  silk  alone  being  a  source 
of  immense  and  increasing  wealth  in  the  S.  provinces  of  France.  Early  in 
summer  comes  the  corn  harvest,  the  crops  having  grown,  for  the  most  party 
under  the  boughs  of  the  mulberry,  olive,  or  vine ;  sunshine  and  soil  sufficing 
for  both.  Autumn  is  the  season  of  the  vintage ;  and  the  wines  of  Lunel 
and  Frontignan  have  a  widely  established  reputation,  thottgh  the  bulk  of  the 
produce  is  used  in  the  maniifacture  of  wines  and  for  mixing  with  other  sorts. 
Chesnuts  are  another  crop  collected  in  the  same  season,  and  furnishing  a 
store  of  wholesome  food  for  the  peasant  during  winter.  The  winter  has  set 
in  before  the  olives  are  gathered  and  pressed.  A  visit  to  the  market-place  in 
every  town  will  show  with  what  abundance  the  earth  brings  forth  fruits  and 
vegetables  of  endless  variety, — grapes,  figs,  melons,  almonds,  citrons,  mush- 
rooms, tomatas,  truffles,  &c.  The  drying  and  preserving  of  fruits  of  various 
kinds  is  a  great  source  of  mercantile  wealth  to  Provence. 

§  5.  There  is,  however,  one  little  (Torner  of  Provence  which  combines  remark- 
able picturesque  beauty  with  a  climate  so  serene  and  warm,  and  well  protected 
from  injurious  blasts,  that  its  productions  are  almost  tropical  in  their  nature. 
This  is  a  narrow  strip  in  the  Department  of  the  Var,  bordering  on  the  blue 
•Mediterranean,  extending  from  Toulon  to  Nice,  stretching  inland  to  Grasse 
and  Draguignan.  In  this  favoured  region,  the  true  garden  of  Provence,  the 
real  paradise  of  the  Troubadours,  in  the  valleys,  and  on  the  S.  slopes  of  the 
small  mountain  chains  of  Les  Maures  and  Les  Estrelles,  sheltered  from  the 
injurious  mistral,  and  open  only  to  the  S.,  the  aloe,  the  cactus,  the  pine  of 
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'•  L.*KirjiffM.--*Jii% La  Table  Ronde; 
tha  bcst»  passable,  but  not  clean. 

Vianticvatownof  1 7,000inhabitaiits, 
atfalches  its  batldingft  alang  the  1. 
bank  of  the  Rhone,  faced  by*  tolerably 
faandaome  quay,  at  the  foot  of  peeci* 
pitoua  hiila,  and  runs  up  a  sm^t valley 
botwocn  3  heights,  the  one,  AfoiU  Solo- 
man,  crowned  by  a  mined  castle  of  the 
middle  age%  the  oiher  Mimt  Pipet^  ori* 
gtnaliy  a  fortified  campof  the  Romans. 
The  CaaihofSiJomon  passep  witli  the 
conmoo  people  for  the  pnson.of  Pi* 
late,  who  was  banished  to  Vienne  in 
Gaul,  according  to  Eusebina  and 
otiiers,  after  his  return  from  Judna 
to^Rome. 

From  the  valley  behind  Vienne,  the 
Gere  issues  out  into  the  Rhone,  turn* 
iog  in  its  passage  many  mill  wheels, 
and  giving  activity  to  uianulhctuies  of 
coanse  cloth,  pasteboard,  iron  foi^ges^ 
4e. 

Vienne  is  one  of  the  most  ancient 
towns  in  France,  having  been  already 
a  flourishing  place  before  Lyons  is 
known  to  have  eiiated.  It  is  men* 
tiooed  by  Ctesar,  by  Ausomus,  in  the 
line, 

*'  Accolit  Alpinis  opulenta  Vienna  colonis/* 
and  by  Martial,  who  calls  it  "opu- 
lenta Vienna,"  and  it  is  natural  to 
expect  to  find  some  remains  of  its  Ro- 
man possessors.  Besides  numerous 
water  conduits  and  substructions  of 
masonry,  the  chief  Roman  building  is 
a  Temple,  supposed  to  have  been  de- 
dicated to  Augustus,  in  form  some- 
what  like  the  Maison  Carrie  at 
Nismes,  but  much  injured  during  the 
middle  ages  by  having  the  interstices 
of  its  columns  built  up  with  masonry, 
and  the  columns  themselves  rasped  to 
bring  them  to  a  level  with  the  walls, 
in  order  to  convert  it  into  a  church. 
It  is  now  a  museum,  and  contains 
a  number  of  sculptured  and  architec- 
tural fragments  found  in  and  about 
the  town,  a  very  rich  frieze,  capitals  of 

*  The  post  road  continttM  through 

8  St.  Symphorien,  at  a  considerable  dls- 

*7£®./)^**™  '***  ^^^^>  ^t  approaches  It  At 
13  Vtenne. 


columns,  &C.  A  Gfeyhoinid,inmaTblcv 
two  B^fs  quarrelling  about  a  Bird 
(a  common  subject  of  antique  aculp* 
ture),  and  2  copper  Dolphins  found  in 
the  Rhone,  are  worth -notice. 

Behind  the  Place  du  Filori  ia  A 
lefty  double  arch  and  vault,  with  piU 
lars  inside^  called  Arche  de  THompke^ 
but  in  reality  part  of  the  portico  of  the 
ancient  Fonnn*  It  now  leads- to  the 
modern  theatre,  and  is  unimportaat.. 

On  the  slopes  of  Mont  PSpet  the 
remains  of  the  seats  of  a  Mtftnan 
theatre  may,  it  is  said,  be  traced  among 
the  vineyards,  but  they  are  very  in- 
considerable. Lastly,  outside  tli* 
town,  below  it,  is  the  Roman  obeHak^ 
or  AigHiUe,  described  p.  4S5. 

The  cathedral  of  SL  Maurice  is  a 
stately  edifice  in  the  lewor  part  of 
the  town,  raised  upon  an  elevated 
basement  or  purvis,  facing  the  river, 
on  a  line  with  the  bridge,  and  ap- 
proached by  a  broad  flight  of  st^s. 
Its  W.  front,  flanked  by  2  masaive 
towers,  is  rich  in  flamboyant  orna- 
ments, but  they  are  clumsy  and  with- 
out delicacy ;  and  it  was  much  mu- 
tilated, like  all  the  churches  on  the 
Rhone,  by  the  fanatic  Huguenot  sol- 
diery (1562),  less  than  30  years  after 
its  completion.  The  interior  wants 
hefght.  The  pointed  roof,  painted  blue» 
and  sprinkled  with  stars,  and  the  4 
compartments  nearest  to  the  W.  end 
seem  of  the  same  age  as  it,  viz.  15th 
or  16th  century.  The  pillars  of  the 
choir,  and  the  apses  at  the  £.  end» 
are  said  to  be  of  the  12th  century* 
There  are  no  transepts.  A  marble 
monument  of  an  Archbishop  Mont- 
morin,  on  the  rt.  of  the  altar,  though 
much  vaunted,  seems  a  heavy  piece  of 
work  ;  its  artist  was  called  Michel 
Angelo  Sl'odtz.  The  N.  porch  retains 
some  statues  in  a  stiff  style. 

The  Romanesque  tower  of  St,  Andr^ 
le  Bos  will  be  admired  by  the  archi- 
tect for  ito  composition  and  propor- 
tions ;  but  the  cloister,  so  interesting 
ioT  the  varied  sculpture  of  its  capitals, 
is  now  included  in  a  private  garden, 
and  its  pillars  built  up  in  a  wall. 
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bill  on  the  U  bank  of  Ibo  Gm*  tber« 
U  a  lead  mine. 

Many  who  have  occupied  them- 
selves in  tracing  the  route  of  Hmvnib»l 
9v«r  the  Alps  suppose  that  be  quired 
the  1.  b^k  of  the  Rhone  at.  Vieone* 
(which  wtt»  one  of  the  chief  towns  of 
the  Albobroges,)  proceeding  hQace,^y 
^ourgouin  and  Yennoy  to  the  Lktie 
St.  Bemaid. 

Vienoe  is  iqteresting  as  the  cnidU 
•f  CbristiaDityintheW. :  tbe£iHStle 
^  its  Early  Martyrs  to  their  brethren 
in  the  JEk  is  a  very  instructive  and 
perfectly  authentic  document. 

Vienne  was  capital  of  the  1st  king* 
dom  of  Burgundy  in  the  5th  century; 
and  at  a  later  period  wa$  the  capital 
and  residence. of  the  Dauphins.  A. 
celnbn&ted  eoc^siastical  council  held 
here  1307,  and  presided  over  by  IV>p« 
Clement  V,  and  Philippe  le  Bel,  con« 
demned  the  Order  of  the  Templars. 
The  archbishops  long  enjoyed  consi- 
defable  temporal  sway  t  they  bad  the 
privilege  of  naming  the  governor  of 
the  forts  Salomon  and  Fipet,  who  was 
always  a  canon  of  the  cathedral,  but 
bad  a  military  deputy  under  him. 

A  $uspension  briiget  recently  recon- 
structed, the  previous  one  having  been 
washed  down  by  the  inundation  of 
1840,  connects  Vienne  with, 
.  Rt.,  its  suburb^  St.  Colombe,  where 
•tends,  by  the  waier  side,  an  old  square 
iotoerf  sometimes  called  <<  Tour  de 
Mauconseil,'*  ftom  a  tradition  that 
Pilate  thffew  himself  off  from  the  top 
of  it,  but  in  reality  built  by  Philippe 
de  Valoia  as  a  tete  du  pont  to  the 
original  stone  bridge,  which,  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  Rhone,  1651,  except 
the  trtnks  of  some  of  its  piers  still 
visible,  when  the  water  is  low. 
•  DUigences  go  daily  to  Grenoble 
(Route  ISl.)  and  Lyons,  and  omni- 
buses run  hence  along  the  rt.  bank  of 
the  Rhone  to  meet  the  trains  on  the 
railway  to  St.  Etienne  and  Lyons. 
(Routelia.) 

L.  Immediately  below  Vienne,  in 
the  midst  of  a  field,  on  one  side  of 


the  road  to  Avignon,  stands  n  Roman 
obeUsk,.caUed  L'AigmUe,  76  feethigb» 
rising  from  a  square  baae^  pierced  by 
a  double  arch,  and  supported  at  the 
angles  by  pillors  of  clumsy  pro* 
portions*  The  whole  is  of  r  OKoel% 
loot  misoniy,  the  stones  being  Hub' 
eoed  together,  not,,  by  mortar,  but 
by  iron  clumps.  Its  destination  is 
unknown,  nnd  it  bears  no  tnce  of 
an  insoription,,  but  was  prebaUy  n 
sepulchral  monument. 

Rt.  The  uniformity  of  the  vine-cM 
slopes  which  border  the  river  is  re- 
lieved by  the  lofty  irregular  ridge  anA 
picturesque  outUne  of  Mcmi  PHaa^ 
3516  ft*  above  the  sea  level,  a  memi 
ber  of  the  chain,  of  biUs  which  dividea 
the  Rhone  from  the  Loire.  > 

Rt..  AinpuiSy*  at  its  base,  is  a  amalF 
village,  on  the  flat  behind  which  rise 
the  sunny  slopes  of  Cdfa  RoHe^  eaflhd 
^  the  burnt  side,"  from  their  happy 
exposure  to  the  sun,  which,  striking 
full  on  them,  as  on  a  forcing  wall, 
matures  the  excellent  wine  named 
after  them,  d  m.  below  the  hills  of 
£6te  Rotie  is 

Rt.  Condrieux,  a  town  of  4000  ijK» 
habitants,  famed  for  its  wines;  ijt  has 
a  suspension  bridge  over  the  Rhone4'' 

The  soil  of  the  valley  of  the  Rhon^ 
abounds  vrith  rolled  pebbles,  which  in 
places  almost  exclusively  compose  it; 
yet  upon  this  grows  the  mulberry 
tree  in  vast  quantities,  planted  in 
rows  across  the  fields,  while  beneath, . 
and  in  spite  of  its  sliade,  luxuriant 
crops  of  corn  are  produced. 

Rt.  There  is  another  suspension 
bridge  at  Serridres,  and  hence  a  road 
strikes  off  to  An nonay.  (R.  119.)  j 

Rt.  The  church  of  Champagne  is  a 
Romanesque  edifice  of  ihe  13th  ceih> 
tury,  well  worth  the  attention  of  tile 
antiquory,  on  account  of  the  singular 
bas-relieft  with  which  its  outer  walls 


*  Hie  Poit  Road  continues  near  to  tbf 
Rhone,  until  almoft  opposite  Ampuia,  where 
it  turns  away  to  the  station 

13  Auberive,  situated  outside  the  vIlTage, 
which  it  leaves  on  the  rt.  « 

5  Peage  de  Rousillon. 
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•re  incmstcd,  consisting  of  heads  of 
aniroalsy  monsters,  &c.,  and  for  the 
sculptured  cornice  running  under  the 
roof.  Some  of  these  earrings  have 
bcra  conjectured  to  belong  to  a  more 
ancient  structure.  Two  of  them  re« 
present  David  and  Goliaht  and  Judith 
and  Holofemes.  The  interior  ends 
in  an  iq»se  at  the  E«  Under  the 
cornice  supporting  the  Uibune  are 
6  medallions,  including  sculptured 
ffroups  whose  meaning  seems  dif> 
ieult  to  explain. 

Before  the  Revolution  the  towns  of 
Andanoe,  Champagne,  Annoaay, 
though  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Rhone, 
belonged  to  Dauphind,  having  been 
ancient  possessions  of  the  Oaupliins 
of  Vienne. 

L>.  *  St.  Rambert.  Just  below  this 
the  Rhone  passes  from  the  D^pt.  de 
Lr'Is^  into  that  of  La  Dr&me. 

Rt.  The  direct  road  from  Fans  to 
Marseilles,  by  Annonay,  descends 
through  a  gap  in  the  vine-clad  granite 
hills  near 

Rt.  Andance  (  R.  1 1 9.  )»and  crosses 
the  Rhone,  a  little  lower  down,  by  the 
nupennon  bridge  oi 

L.  St.  Vallier(/im«.*Poste:-^Grand 
Sauvage ;  not  good),  a  town  of  2455 
inhabitants,  consistingof  a  long  street, 
extending  on  a  terrace  abmre  the 
Rhone.  It  has  a  larg^  modem  cha- 
teau. 

There  are  numerous  silk  mills  here* 

Bdiind  the  town,  in  the  gorge  of 
the  6alaure,ri8e  the  picturesque  ruins 
of  the  ctuile  cf  VnU ;  and  near  it  is  the 
Boche  Taillie,  a  passage  cut  in  the 
rock,  through  which  a  small  road  is 
carried. 

L.  The  Ch&teau  de  Fbnsas  (de- 
rived, by  the  vulgar,  from  Pontius 
Pilate,  who,  according  to  the  tradi- 
tion,  ended  his  days  here  by  throwing 
himself  from  the  rock,  see  p.  435.)  is 
a  fine  object,  frowning  with  towers 
and  battlements  over  river  and  vil- 
lege  from  the  summit  of  a  lofty  rock. 

The  valley  of  the  Rhone  is  nar- 

•  Pott  Road -- 9  St.Rainbcrt. 
1 13  St.  VaUier. 


rowed  to  a  pass,  by  rocks  projecting 
on  either  side,  on  approaching  TViin. 
Nearly  opposKethe  mouth  of  the  con- 
siderable river  Doux,  which  is  crossed 
by  a  vfire  bridge, 

L.  a  lofty,'round  topped  hill,  with  s 
scanty  scarf  of  black  bushes  round 
Its  shoulder,  pushes  forward  its  naked 
and  almost  preeipHous  sides  into  tiie 
river,  which,  along  with  the  road» 
winds  closely  round  its  tmse.  On 
doubling  the  sort  of  cape  which  it 
fo^ms,  its  southern  side  will  be  fbmad 
t<y  consist  of  a  more  gradual  sl<^>et 
deseending  in  a  succession  of  steps,  or 
terraces,  formed  by  the  natural  divi« 
sions  of  the  slaty  beds  of  gneiss  rode, 
all  covered  from  top  to  bottom  with 
vines.  This  is  the  celebrated  vineyard 
of  VfferniUage,  named  from  the  ruin 
on  its  summit,  once^  perhaps,  a  her- 
mit's cell.  On  its  favoured  slopes  tiie 
sun  plays  all  day  long,  maturing 
the  juices  of  its  grapes,  which  pro- 
duce the  Hermitage  wine,  one  of  the 
finest  which  grows  on  the  Rhone. 
The  white  sort  will  keep  for  half  a 
century ;  the  red,  of  the  best  quality, 
is  sent  to  Bordeaux,  to  be  mixed  with 
clarets  of  first  growth,  principally  the 
kinds  exported  to  England,  which 
derive  from  it,  and  not  Irom  brandy, 
as  is  commonly  supposed,  that  body 
which  fits  them  for  exportation,  and 
adapts  them  to  the  English  palate. 
The  whole  extent  of  the  vineyard  does 
not,  perhaps,  exceed  SOO  acres,  and  of 
thb  only  a  part  near  the  centre,  where 
a  calcareous  band  traverses  the  gneisa 
rock,  produces  first-rate  wines;  th« 
soil  below  is  too  rich,  and  above  is 
too  cold.  The  hill  is  divided  among 
numerous  proprietors;  it  is  cultivated 
with  vast  labour,  and  at  great  ex* 
pense;  the  vines  are  manut%d  with 
sheep  or  horse-dung.  The  gpnape 
grown  for  the  red  wine  is  called  Cerss, 
and  is  said  to  have  been  brought  ftom. 
Shiras,  in  Persia,  by  one  of  the  her- 
mits of  the  mountain. 

L.^  Tain  (Inn,  L' Assurance; mid- 

t  Pott  Boatt,— 13  Tain. 
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dliBg),  a  town  of  2338  iobftbiUnts, 
connected  by  a  wire  suApension  bridge, 
the  first,  on  a  large  scale,  erected  in 
Frgace,  with 

Rt.  Tournon,  one  of  the  chief 
towns  of  the  Dept.  of  TArd^ie, 
31^71  inhab*  Above  the  bridge,  the 
ptcturesqae  towers  of  the  old  ca$tle  of 
the  Counts  of  Toiirnon  and  Dues  de 
Soubise  rise  on  a  precipitous  rock, 
al  the  foot  of  the  hills ;  it  is  now  a 
prifoii,  llelow  the  bridge,  at  the 
water  side*  stands  (he  CpUige  Motfole, 
onginaljy  founded  by  the  Cardinal  de 
Tournon,  and  once  an  Ecole  ]VUlitaire« 

DUigeneet  run  from  Tain  to  Ro- 
waason  the  Is^,  on  the  way  to 
Grenoble.     (B.  132.) 

Ii.  The  valley  of  the  river  Isdre, 
one  of  the  chief  tributaries  of  the 
Rhone,  rising  at  the  foot  of  the 
Xittle  St.  Barnard,  now  open$  out  into 
a  wido  and  monotonotis  plain,  after 
traversing  which,  and  beiog  crossed 
itself  by  the  high  road«  on  a  handsome 
bridge  of  7  arches,  the  river,  falls  into 
the  Rhone.  Its  waters  have  usually 
a  black  tint  contrasting  with  the  white 
awddy  Rhone.  Hannibal  is  sup* 
posed  by  some  to  have  reached  the 
loot  of  the  Alps  by  ascending  this 
valley^  having  passed  the  Rhone 
lower  down,  perbi^s  near  Roque- 
maura. 

Jj,  The  vista,  opening  out  through 
the  valley  of  the  £$dre,  is  terminated 
by  the  migestic  snowy  noass  of  Mont 
Mkmc^  clearly  distinguished  from 
anong  the  Alps  of  Dauphin^;  a 
Magnificent  object,  although  70  or  80 
m.  distant  as  the  crow  flies.  The 
deck  of  the  itettmer  is  probably  too 
low  to  command  it,  but  it  is  well  seen 
from  the  road,  or  rt.  bank 

Rt.  Mr.  It.  Giraud,  the  owner  of 
the  picturesque  white  feudal  castle, 
the  ChAtetiu  Sourg,  perched  on  a 
pedestal  of  rock,  projecting  into  the 
Rh<me,  with  a  little  hamlet  at  its  foot, 
is  much  to  be  envied:  his  dwelling 
stands  in  the  eye  of  Mont  Blanc,  and 
the  everlasting  snows  of  the  monarch 
of  mountains  add  magnificence  to  the 


distant  horizon  of  a  view  in  which  the 
exulting  and  abounding  Rhone  forms 
the  foreground. 

Rt.  Cornas,  at  the  foot  of  lime* 
stone  hills  of  considerable  elevation, 
produces  a  tolerable  red  wine. 

Rt.  On  approaching  Valence,  the 
bare  limestone  precipices,  rising  be* 
hind  Che  village  of  St.  Peray,  and 
crowned  by  the  picturesque  castle  of 
OruMfol,  arrest  the  attention.  (See  p. 
439.) 

L.  Valence.^  —  Inn,  Poste ;  not  at' 
all  bad,  with  some^  pretensions  to 
English  comforts,  but  rather  dear. 
Travdiers  should  try  here  the  spark- 
ling St.  Peray,  an  excellent  wine,  not 
inferior  to  Champagne. 

The  sleamer  passes  the  town  and 
the  Citadel,  which  is  conspicuous  fixmi 
the  Rhone^  but  is  separated  from  it 
by  a  considerable  space  of  garden 
ground,  and  comes  to  her  moorings 
below  Uie  wire  Sutpendon  Bridgey  one 
of  the  handsomest  on  the  Rhone,  sup* 
ported  in  the  centre  by  a  fine  lofty 
arch  of  classical  architecture. 

The  high  road  from  Lyons  to  Avig* 
non  skirts  the  outside  of  the  town^ 
which  lies  between  it  and  tlie  river, 
through  a  faubourg,  in  which  the 
Poste  aux  Chevaux  and  other  inns 
are  situated. 

Valence  is  an  ancient  town  of 
10,967  inhabitants,  still  surrounded 
by  its  feudal  ramparts,  battlemented, 
flanked  by  towers,  and  entered  by 
arched  gates.  Xt  is  chef  lieu  of  the 
Department  de  la  Drome,  and  was 
formerly  capital  of  the  Valentinois, 
created  a  dukedom  for  the  infamous 
Caesar  Borgia,  by  Louis  XI L 

The  Catl^dralf  aRomanesque  build- 
ing, smaU  in  sise  and  very  plain,  is 
yet  interesting  to  the  architect  for  its 
age  and  constructive  peculiarities.  It 
is  a  cross,  with  long  transepts.  Out- 
side the  nave,  above  the  aisle  roof, 
runs  a  small  arcade  of  arches,  al- 
ternately round  and  straight^sided. 
The  interior  is  simple ;  the  piers,  sur* 
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mountod  bf  imuXj  fure  Co^iitliian 
espitals,  support  round  arches,  from 
which  rises  the  cylindrical  roof,  with- 
out triforiom  or  clerestory.  The  £. 
end  is  an  apse,  roofed  with  a  semi- 
dome.  The  Church  contains  a  bust 
and  bas-relief,  by  Canova,  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  nofortunate  Pope  Pius 
yi.,  who,  after  having  been  carried 
off  a  prisoner  from  the  Vatican,  and 
loadad  with  i^isults  by  the  French, 
which  he  bore  with  resignation,  died 
here,  1799. 

'  On  tlie  Sw  side  of  the  church  is 
a  singular  building,  known  as  la 
Pendent^,  of  classical  arohiteeture, 
^racted  1548,  as  a  monument  tb  the 
family  Mistral,  whose  arms  are  stiU 
Tudble  on  it.  It  is  square  in  form, 
eonsisttag  of  4  piers,  with  pillars  in 
the  angles,  and  arches  between  them, 
supporting  a  vault,  the  first  of  its  kind 
-erected,  and  regarded  as  a  type  in  ar- 
'CUtecture.  In  the  rusticated  space 
occupying  the  sides,  carvings  of 
itponstrous  birds  may  be  discovered. 

The  ancient  EveMytiow  subdivided,, 
anft^partl^  destroyed,  was  often  visited 
by  Madame  de  Sevign^. 

«  The  semicircular  £.  end  of  the 
eathedraf  adjoins  the  Pkux  cBur'Clercty 
a  small  square,  about  to  be  ornament-, 
ed  with  a  statue  of  the  Napc^eomst 
General  Championnet,  a  natiic  of 
Valence» 

'  In  the  «  Grand  Rue,"  leading  oat 
of  this  Place,  will  be  found  a  very 
rich '  and  interesting  specimen  of 
domestic  architecture,  in  a  MantUm 
of  the  16th  century,  now  converted 
mto  a  booksel  lei's  shop.  Its  origin 
and  destination  are  not  clevly  known^ 
It  has  a  Gothic  front,  covered  with 
elegant  Florid  tracery,' -now  sadly 
mutilated,  combined  'with  a  certain 
mixture  of  classic  ornament,  such  as 
FOw^  of  h^ads  and  statues,  the  upper 
beads  representing  the  4  Seasons.  The 
doorway  is  an  elegant  flattened  arch ; 
the  transoms  of  the  windows  have 
unfortunately  been  knocked  out;  The 
front  of  the  house  is  not  in  one  plane, 
but  proi^ts  forward ;  only  one  part  of 


it  is  omamentcd,  and- that  wfaidb^i« 
unadorned   rctreato    backward    at  ~  a 
sKgfat  angle,  so  as  to  be  partly  €0i»-> 
cealed  from  view  as  you  approach  ft 
from  the  Place  aux  Clares,  probably 
with  design  on  the  part  of  the  ai^AlK> 
tect.     The  groined  and  vaulted  pas- 
sage, and  tbe  walls  towards  tbe  iimer 
court,  also  deserve  notice.  Intheaaine 
street,  at  No.  4.,   on  the  '1st  #6or; 
Napoieon  lodged,  whife  yet  a  poor  arid 
obscure  sons-tieutenaRt  of  artilt^ry'; 
and  some  of  hfs  first  essays  in  ttfe  art 
of  war  were  made  in  tbe  Champs  dtf 
Mars  here.    The  ttahtase  at  the'  back 
of  the  house  of  Madame  Ilupr^,  Rue 
Perolierte,  is  a  good  spedtnen  oTtiMS 
Renaissance  in  architecttiref  enridied 
witb'ecnlpture. 

Tke  dead&Ue,  begun  byFhiaeis:!.; 
and  bastioned  only  on  tbe  sidefk«ing 
the  town,  btft-of  no  use  now  ai  a  fbri> 
tress;  is  converted  into  a  tiaiertie  dit 
Genie>  From  the  finished  baflloif 
there  is  a  good  view  ortr  the  river,  of 
St  Peray,  and  the  Castle  of  Cmssol 
on  its  arid  rock>  beyond  tbe  Rhotie.   '  • 

Valence  is  the  seat  of  an^  E^Hdig 
^ArliUerie,  and  the  practice  of  gunn^ 
is  taught  on  'the  jtolyg&tte, '  a  latg^ 
sandy  area  on  l$>e  outskirts  of  -the 
town,  bordering  on  the  Lyons  road.* 
'  The  reeling  (filature)  atid  throw*, 
ing  (moulinage)  of  nik  afibrds  enaw 
ployment  to  a  iarge  nilmber  of  per- 
sons at  Valence.  (See  p.  441.)        ' ' 

Steamers  up  and  down  the  R^ne 
daily.  Ttie  ascent  to  Lyons  is  made 
in  one  day. 

MattepoiUi  by  Annonay,  io-  Ftfrfe 
and  Marseilles. 

DiHgences  daily  (4>  to  Lyons  "amd 
Marseilles ;  2  to  Grenoble  (  R.  1292.)  < 
1  to  Aubenas  and  Privas  (R.  121:)^ 
to  St.  Etienne  and  Annonay.  •>  > 


Rt.  St.  Peray,  famed  for  on6  of  thie 
best  wines  of  the  Rhone,  is  9  £&g.  m, 
from  Valence,  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  Rhone,  within  the  Dept.  Of  the 
Ardeche  :  an  omnibus  goes  thither 
several  times  a  day. 

The  little  village  of  St.  Peray  lies 
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9DUgly in  Ibe quiet  nook'of  iijsheltered 
yalUy  ruonii^  .down  to  the  Rhone 
QppositeValence.  Itfrmost conspicuous 
buildings  are  the  house  of  M.  Faure» 
the  chief  proprietor  of  the  vineyarda 
9r«und,  and  on  the.  height,  a  little 
9hove  It,  the  Chdtwfi  de  Beauregard, 
n  singular  mansion-  on  the  plan  of  a 
mimic  fortress,  bastioned  and  cur* 
tained,  with  loopholed  walls,  port- 
cullis, &c.,  built,  it  is  said,  by  Marshal 
Vaub<in»  as  a  freak,  reminding  one  of 
Uncle  Toby  and  Corporal  Trim,  now 
inverted  into  a  depdt  for  the  wine  of 
the  district,  for  which  it  is  better  suited 
^haa  for  a  dwelling,  being  constructed 
over  cellars  of  vast  extent. 

The  slopes  Qf  the  hills  around  St. 
Peray  are  covered  with  pne  uninter- 
rnpted  vineyard,  and  wherever  they 
present  an  aspect  to  the  S.  £.,  so  as  to 
K^ive  the  sun*s  rays  during  nearly 
the;  whole  day,  the  best  wines  grow ; 
such  are  the  Cote  de  Hoagrie,  Cha- 
pelle  de  Crussol,  and  the  Prieur^ 
yintyards.  The  soil  is  a  decomposed 
grat)ite,  and  the  vine  seems  to 
Nourish  mpst  on  this  mere  dry 
graveU  Great  pains  aie  taken  in  dig* 
gitig  about  the  .roots,  but  the  only 
miMittre  employed  is  the  leaves  of  the 
box,  cut .  si9ali.  The  grape,  nvben 
ripe,  assumes  a  beautiful  golden  hue ; 
Its  taste  is  cloyingly  sweet,  and  the 
saopharine  matter  ex  uding  often  covers 
tjbe  bunches  with  a  brown  stain. 
.  The  sparkling  St  Perg^wme  is  dis- 
tinguished from  ChMupagne  in  this 
irespect,  that  its  sweetness  arises  from 
the  natural  juice  of  the  grape,  and  not 
from  the  addition  of  .sugar  to  spur 
grapes ;  and  it  is  consequently  a  far 
inore  wholesomei  and  not  less  p.alat- 
able  wine.  The  red  St.  Peray  derives 
its  colour,  a  delicate  rose  tint,  from 
the  hue  of  the  skins  of  the  grapes. 
The  viatage  takes  place  about  the 
middle  or  end  of  September,  and  the 
juice  is  at  once  transferred  to  the  cask 
before  the  fermentation  has  begun, 
and  rests  there  for  6  or  7  months, 
during  which  time  it  is  fined.  In 
March  or  April  it  is  bottled,   and 


remains  2  or  3  years  to  mature,  -  and 
allow  the  dregs  to  deposit  The 
bottles  are  piled  up  in  stacks,  each 
row  separated  by  laths  to  allow  of  the 
bottles  wiiich  burst  (and  they  fomi 
14  or  15  p6r  cent,  of  the  whole)  to  be 
withdrawn.  After  this  the  wine  is 
racked,  u  e,  l^ery  bottle  is  taken  out, 
and  is  thrust,  with  its  neck  down^ 
wards,  into  a  hole  cut  in  a  board. 
By  this  means  the  dregs  sink,  down 
gradually  into  the  neck,  and,  as  they 
descend,  day  by  day,  the  bottle  is 
tilted  more  and  more  until  its  position 
is  nearly  vertical.  To  expedite  the 
falling  of  the  sediment  the  bottles  are 
lifted  and  set  down  with  a  jerk  once 
or  twice  a  day;  and  after  receiving 
200  or  300  of  the^  jerks,  the  bottle  is 
taken  up,  and  the  sediment  is  dis*^ 
charged  by  cutting  the  string  and 
letting  the  cork  fly,  and  with  it  th^ 
lees  at  the  neck  of  tlie  bottle,  but  as; 
little  as  possible  of  the  wtne.  This  is 
called  ''disgorging."  The  vacancy^ 
thus  caused  is  filled  with  clear  wine;. 
i|nd  this  process  of  corking  and  un*. 
qorktng  is  repeated  2  or  3  times,  until 
no  more  sediment  is  deposited.  The 
wine  is  then  fit  for  use,  and  an  excel« 
lent  wine  it  is  the  '<  St.  Peray  grand: 
Mousseux"  of  M.  Faure  being  at  least 
equal  to  a  first  class  Champagne. 

Rt«  A  very  conspicuous  but  uii^: 
sightly  line  of  cliffs  of  limestone^ 
n^ed,  arid,  and  partly  stained  black, 
and  yellow,  bounds  the  W.  side  of  tha 
Rhone  valley,  opposite  to  and  beloW 
Valence.  Quarries  of  building  stone 
are  worked  in  these  rocks.  Th» 
bighest  peak  of  all,  a  castled  crdg,. 
rising  above  the  entrance  of  the  valley, 
in  which  lies  St  Peray,  is  crowned 
by  the '  ruins  of  the  Gastle  of  Cmml, 
called,  from  its  two  projecting  chim- 
neys, Les  Comes  de  Crussol,  and  con* 
spicuous  from  a  great  distance.  It 
belonged  to  the  family  of  the  Ducsi 
d'Uzes,  and  once  enclosed  within  its 
fortifications,  which  may  be  seen  run- 
ning down  the  rock,  a  small  village 
long  since  swept  away. 

Rt.  Lower  down,  on  the  top  of  tfao 
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tame  escarpment  of  limeBtone,  stands 
Soyons  Castle,betrayed  into  the  bands 
of  Louis  XIII.  by  its  traitorous  com- 
mander Brison,  who  held  it  for  the 
Protestants,  1628. 

L.  Among  the  Dauphine,mountains 
the  Roche  Courbe  becomes  a  conspi- 
cuous feature  in  the  landscape,  from 
its  precipitous  sides  and  homed  brow. 
A  little  farther  down  it  changes  its 
aspect,  presenting  a  series  of  peaks 
as  seen  from  the  river. 

Rt.  Lavoulte,  a  little  town,  piled 
up  in  a  heap  against  a  rock,  is  distin- 
guished by  the  large  castle^  on  the 
summit  of  the  height  above  it,  and  the 
clouds  of  smoke  rising  from  the  4 
large  iron  furnaces  at  its  base.  The 
Ceutle,  an  ancient  possession  of  the 
house  of  Ventadour,  and  residence  of 
Louis  XIII.  in  1629,  is  now  occu- 
pied by  an  iron  company,  and  partly 
serves  as  a  fire-brick  kiln:  1  or  2 
picturesque  towers  remain  of  its  older 
feudal  part.  The  furnaces  at  its  base 
are  supplied  with  a  very  rich  ore  (red 
carbonate  or  haematite),  from  mines  a 
short  way  up  the  valley.  More  than 
300  persons  are  employed  in  them 
and  in  the  iron  works;  and  the  red 
tinge  from  the  ore  pervades  the  hi- 
deously filthy  streets,  and  its  dirty 
inhabitants,  whose  flesh,  clothes,  and 
even  hairacquire  the  same  ruddy  stain. 
The  coal  comes  from  St.  Etienne,  and 
the  metal  is  sent  hence  in  barges,  for 
whose  reception  a  little  basin  has  been 
formed  here  at  the  water  side. 

A  little  below  Lavoulte,  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  Rhone, 

L.  the  river  Drome,  which  gives 
its  name  to  a  department,  pours  itself 
into  the  Rhone. 

L.  On  either  side  of  the  Drome, 
about  2.  m.  above  its  confluence,  stand 
the  towns  of  Livrons  (half  of  whose 
3457  inliabitants  are  Protestants),  and 
Loriol*  (Inn,  Chariot  d*  Or).  A  fine 
bridge  over  the  Drome  connects  them, 
and  the  high  road  passes  through  both. 


*  Post  Road.-~U  PaiUaM. 
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On  the  1.,  in  the  rtXkff,  w  tiie  C3i4t«atB 
of  Crest,  well  placed.  Loriol  was  die 
birth-place  and  residence  of  F«uj«s 
de  Sl  Fond,  who  wrote  a  bulky  tome 
on  the  extinct  Volcanoes  of  Centval 
France,  in  bis  own  neighbo«Thood», 
which,  as  the  author  had  never  seen 
an  active  volcano,  abounds  in  fallmcies 
and  is  now  little  valued. 

The  road  to  the  volcanic  district  of 
the  Ard^che,  by  Privas  and  Aubeiuur 
(Route  121.),  turns  away  from  the 
Rhone,  near  Pouain. 

One  of  the  most  striking  scenes  on 
the  banks  of  tlie  Rhone  is 

Rt  Rochematire,  a  small  village, 
at  the  base  of  a  hill,  from  which  pro* 
ject  3  peaked  masses  of  black  basalt, 
contrasting  vividly  with  the  light- 
coloured  limestone  anound.  The  mid- 
dle peak,  rising  prectpitoiisly  300  ft. 
above  the  river,  is  surmounted  by  the 
ruins  of  a  feudal  castle,  which  be- 
longed to  the  families  of  Ventadour 
and  Soubise.  In  these  precipices  of 
Rochemaure  you  behold  the  last  root 
or  limb  of  the  Coiron  chain  of  hills, 
which,  after  traversing  the  whole  of 
the  Ard^he,  terminates  here,  on  the 
margin  of  the  Rhone.  The  black  rodca 
are  3  dykes  of  basalt,  branches  of  the 
vast  lava  current  which  caps  that 
mountain  plateau.  The  basalt  as* 
sumes  in  places  a  columnar  fbrm^  and 
some  of  the  houses  and  a  part  of  the 
castle  are  built  of  regular  prisms. 
From  the  top  of  the  rock  of  Roobe>- 
maure  there  is  a  fine  view  over  the 
course  of  the  Rhone,  the  Alps  of 
Dauphine,  &c. 

About  3  m.  lower  down,  but  If 
from  the  river-side,  stands 

L.  Montelimartf  {Inn,  Poste; 
good,  but  dear),  an  ancient  town 
of  7956  inhabitants,  enurely  sur- 
rounded by  Gothic  ramparts  flanked 
with  watch  towers,  and  entered  by  4 
gates.  On  a  rising  ground  within  it 
stands  the  coitle  or  dtadelle.  It  ob- 
tained its  name,  Monteil  d*  Adbemar, 
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from  a  powerful  family  of  magnates, 
who  held  possession  here  from  Uie 
days  of  Charlemagne,  and  from  whom 
many  of  the  old  noblesse  of  the  pro- 
vince traced  their  lineage.  Some  mo- 
rocco leather  is  made  here,  and  the 
manufacture  is  mentioned  by  Rabelais. 
Tbealmond  cakes  (nougat),  in  texture 
resembling  a  piece  of  soap,  enjoy  some 
celebrity.  Near  this  the  olive  is  first 
seen,  though  it  cannot  be  said  to 
flourish  farUier  to  the  N.  than  Avig. 
lion :  black  truffles  abound  ;  and  the 
mulberry  tree  is  cultivated  to  a  very 
great  extent  for  the  silk-worm. 

At  a  small  village  called  Allan, 
about  9  m.  S.  £.  of  Mon tell  mart,  and 
the  same  from  the  Rhone,  there  ex- 
isted, down  to  1802,  the  first  white 
mulberry  planted  in  France.  It  was 
brought  thither  from  Naples,  by  Guy 
Pope  de  St.  Auban,  seigneur  of  Allan, 
one  of  the  soldiers  who  accompanied 
Charles  VIII.  on  his  Italian  cam- 
paign, 1494.  It  spread  hence  all  over 
the  S.  of  France,  where  the  culture 
of  the  silk.worm  is  now  one  of  the 
chief  sources  of  industry  and  pros- 
perity to  the  people.  The  silk-worm 
is  here  called  magnant  ^nd  the  esta- 
blishments in  which  it  is  reared  mag- 
lumeries,  A  single  tree  will  furnish 
5  <iv  6  quintaux  of  leaves,  and  not 
unfrequently  as  much  as  9  or  10  quin- 
taux. 

At  the  time  when  the  eggs  (la 
graine)  are  beginning  to  be  hatched, 
sheets  of  paper  pierced  with  holes  are 
laid  upon  them,  and  through  these  the 
worms,  extricating  themselves  from  the 
sh^Is,  climb  to  reach  the  mulberry 
leaves  hung  over  them,  whence  they 
are  transferred  to  hurdles  formed  of 
reeds,  arranged  like  shelves,  for  their 
future  habitation.  The  worms  live  in 
that  state  (as  larvaa)  about  34  days, 
and  in  the  course  of  that  period  change 
their  skin  4  times.  Before  each  slough- 
ing, called  *^c^ei**  by  the  peasant,  they 
become  torpid,  and  cease  to  eat,  but, 
having  changed  their  skin,  their  ap- 
petite increases  enormously.  The 
periods  of  appetite  preceding  the  4 


first  changes  are  called  petites  frezes, 
and  that  before  the  5tb  change,  grande 
fr^xe.      The  consumption  of  leaves 
increases  with  each  age.    The  worms 
produced  by  an  ounce  of  eggs  devour 
7  lbs.  of  leaves  during  the  1st  age,  and 
as  much  as  200  to  SOO  lbs.  of  leaves 
during  the  final  period.    At  that  time 
they  make  a  noise  in  eating  which  re- 
sembles that  of  a  heavy  shower  fall- 
ing.   On  the  10th  day  of  this  5th  age 
they  cease  to  cat,  and  try  to  climb  up 
to  the  small  twigs 'of  heath  or  other 
plants  purposely  hung  over  the  shelves, 
in  order  to  spin  their  cocoon,  which 
they  complete  in  3  or  4  days.  Formerly 
it  was  usual  to  bake  the  cocoons  in 
an  oven,  in  order  to  kill  the  worm  and 
prevent  its  biting  through  the  silk ;  a 
more  effectual  method,  unattended  by 
risk  of  burning  the  silk,  is  to  enclose 
the  cocoon  in  a  copper   filled  with 
steam,  and  hermetically  sealed,  and 
thus  to  stiflp  the  worm.     It  is  then  fit 
for  reeling  (Jilature), 

17  m.  S.  E.  of  Montelimart  is 
C/uUeau  Grignan,  celebrated  in  the 
letters  of  Madame  de  Sevigne,  and' 
the  residence  of  her  son-in-law.  It 
was  originally  a  stately  pile,  **  un 
chateau  vraiment  royal,'*  as  Madame 
de  S.  calls  it,  seated  on  a  commanding 
height  above  the  town,  fronted  with 
a  terrace  raised  partly  on  a  rock, 
partly  on  masonry,  100  ft.  high,  com- 
manding an  extensive  view,  bounded 
by  the  Mont  Ventoux.  But  it  was 
burnt  and  gutted  at  the  Revolution 
by  a  band  of  robbers  composed  of  the 
scum  of  Orange  and  the  neighbouring 
towns,  and  now  stands  a  mere  shell; 
yet  the  window  of  the  bed-chamber 
and  boudoir  of  the  Sevigne  is  still 
pointed  out.  In  the  church  adjoining 
the  castle,  whose  tower  rises  to  a  level 
with  its  terrace,  Madame  de  Sevign^ 
(who  died  at  Grignan)  is  buried.  A 
black  stone  in  the  pavement  marks 
the  entrance  of  the  family  vault,  which 
was  saved  from  desecration  at  the 
hands  of  the  Revolutionist  pillagers 
of  the  church  by  the  removal  of  this 
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stone,  io  as  to  conceal  the  position  of 
the  vault. 

The  traveller  may  regain  the  banks 
of  the  Rhone  from  Grignan  by  a  dif- 
ferent road,  leading  direct  to  La  Palud, 
near  Pont  St.  Esprit.  The  cross- 
roads, however,  to  and  from  Grignan, 
are  very  bad  indeed. 

Rl  The  inandation  of  1840  car- 
ried off  the  suspension-bridge  across 
the  Rhone  at  Le  Theil,  nearly  opposite 
Montelimart. 

The  superior  transparency  of  a 
southern  atmosphere  becomes  percep- 
tible hereabouts,  in  the  remarkable 
hlueness  of  the  distant  hills,  approxi- 
mating in  intensity  to  ultramarine. 
The  inlubitant  of  a  northern  climate, 
who  has,  perhaps,  regarded  as  exag- 
gerations the  asure  mountains  in  the 
backgrounds  of  the  paintings  of  Ti- 
tian, will  be  surprised  to  find  them 
here  realised  in  nature. 

The  Rhone  is  conBned  between 
high  but  arid  limestone  cliffs  abreast 

of 

Rt  Viviers,  a  town  of  only  2500 
inhabitants,  yet  a  bishop^s  see,  and 
anciently  the  capital  of  the  province 
of  Vivarais,  which  is  named  after  it. 
The  town,  inclosed  within  its  old 
walls,  is  a  complicated  labyrinth  of 
narrow  streets,  partly  crossed  by 
arches,  not  unlike  the  interior  of  a  hive. 
On  an  eminence  above  the  buildings 
rises  the  Cathedral,  small,  and  not  very 
Mmarkable;  the  nave  modem,  sur- 
mounted by  a  tower,  and  near  it  the 
£vech6.  At  the  upper  end  of  the 
town  stands  the  Seminaire,  a  huge 
modem  edifice  of  6  stories,  for  the 
education  of  priest*.  A  private  house 
in  the  prinnpal  Place  presents  in  its 
richly  ornamented  front  a  good  spe- 
cimen of  domestic  architecture.  Vi- 
pers suffered  much  during  the  wars 
of  Religion,  having  been  one  of  the 
first  towns  to  declare  against  the  king 
in  favour  of  the  Prince  de  Condi 
■and  the  Protestant  party,  156S.  It 
was  several  times  besieged  and  cap- 
Cured  by  both  parties. 
L.  llie  majestic  ^ramittof  the  Moni 


VerUouXf  the  extreme  buttress  or 
root,  pushed  forth  from  the  French 
Alps  towards  the  Rhone,  continues 
in  view,  a  noble  object  and  landmark 
from  this  as  far  as  Avignon. 

Below  Viviers  *  the  river  expands^ 
and  its  current  is  divided  by  numerous 
vrillowy  islands.  A  fine  suspensioa- 
bridge  of  3  curves,  rebuilt  since  1 840, 
when  the  inundiUion  destroyed  i^ 
crosses  tie  Rhone  at 

Rt.  Bourg  St  Andeol,  a  town  of 
4300  inhabitants,  built  en  a  slope. 
Close  to  it  is  a  copious  source  rising 
from  the  base  of  a  rock,  on  the  face  o£ 
which,  about  20ft.  from  the  ground, 
is  a  rudely-sculptured  group,  repre- 
senting the  Sacrifice  of  a  Bull  to  the 
god  Mithras,  to  whom  the  souroe 
seems  to  have  been  dedicated.  It  is 
now  nearly  effaced. 

Those  who  intend  to  visit  the  jid- 
tiquities  of  Orange,  on  their  way  to 
Avignon,  must  quit  the  steamer  at 
Bourg  St.  Andeol. 

L.  Opposite  to  St.  Andeol,  but 
removed  l^m.  from  the  river.  Is 
Pierrelatte,  so  called  from  the  broad 
isolated  mass  of  rock  rising  out  of  the 
plain  behind  it,  to  a  height  of  300  or 
400  ft.  For  many  miles  beyond  tfai^ 
nearly  as  far  as  Avignon,  tiie  road 
runs  at  such  a  distance  from  the 
Rhone  that  it  is  rarely  seen  at  all. 

L.  La  Palud  f ,  the  first  place  in 
the  Dept.  Vaucluse,  is  about  2  m.  dis- 
tant from  the  Rhone,  but  the  crock*- 
etted  stone  spire  of  its  Grothic 
church  may  be  distinguished.  A 
few  miles  to  the  £.  of  the  road  is  St 
Paul  Trois  Chateaux,  the  Roman 
Augusta  Tricastinorum. 

Rt.  The  river  Ardlche  pours  its 
waters  into  the  Rhone  nearly  opposite 
La  Palud ;  and  its  deposits  seem  to 
have  formed  the  numerous  islands 
occurring  near  its  month. 

Rt.  About  2  m.  lower  down,  at 
Pont  St,  Esprit,  a  town  of  4500  in- 
habitants, whose  citadel  was  built  by 
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Louis  XIII.  to  keep  in  aw«  the  Pro- 
testants, the  Rhone  is  crossed  by  a 
bridge  of  26  arches,  the  longest  stone 
bridge  in  the  world,  and  down  to  1806 
the  only  one  over  the  Rhone.     It  was 
built  1310  by  an  associated  brother- 
hood formed  in  the  town,  then  called 
St.  Saturnin,  and  45  years  were  occu- 
pied  in  its  construction,  the  first  stone 
having  been  laid  1265  by  the  prior  of 
the  convent     The  cost  of  tliis  great 
public  work  was  defrayed  by  subscrip- 
tions raised  among  the  inhabitants  of 
both   banks   of  the   Rhone,  and  by 
o£Perings  made  by  the  pious  at  a  little 
chapel  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Ghost 
at  the  end  of  the  bridge,  whence  its 
actual  name.     The  stones  for  it  were 
brought  by  water  from  the  quarries  of 
St.  Andeol,  and  a  company  of  monks 
and    nuns    was    established   on   the 
banky    the  one  to    superintend  the 
works,  the  other  to  attend  the  sick 
or  wounded  workmen.     It  is   2550 
Fr.  ft.,  or  2717  English  A.,  long, 
more   than   three  times   as  Jong  as 
London  Bridge,  and  17  ft.  wide :  the 
arches  are  irregular  in  size ;  the  widest 
have  an  opening  of  108  ft. ;  the  piers 
are  pierced  with  small,  round-headed, 
flood-water  arches.  It  is  not  straight, 
but  makes  an  angle  against  the  stream^ 
The  passage  under  the  Font  St.  Es- 
prit used  to  be  thought  an  achieve- 
ment like  that  of  shooting  old  London 
Bridge,  owing  to  the  violent  rs^pidity 
of  the  current  through  its  arches ;  but 
the  experience  of  the  pilots  is  a  gu»* 
rantee  from  all  danger,  and  the  steam- 
ers pass  in  perfect  »bfety,  although  the 
eddying  river,  rushing  like  a  cataract 
through  the  low  arches,  has  an  alarm* 
ing  look,   increased  by   the  sudden 
twist  which  the  steersman  is  obliged 
to  give  to  the  vessel  the  moment  it 
has  passed  through.     The  bridge  is 
about  2  m.  distant  from  the  high  road 
to  Avignon.     Roads  branch  off  from 
it  £.  to  Gap,  and  S.  W.  to  Nismes,  by 
the  Pont  du  Gard.     (R.  126.) 

L.  The  Avignon  road,  having 
crossed  that  from  Pont  St.  Esprit  to 
Gap,  skirts  the  towns  of  Montdragon 


and  Momas,  both  seated  at-  the  foot, 
of  precipitous  cliffs  crowned  by  ruined 
castles*  From  that  of  Mornas,  as  the 
story  goes,  the  ferocious  Huguenot' 
leader,  the  Baron  des  Adrets,  forced 
his  prisoners  to  leap  down  on  the  pikes 
of  his  soldiers  below. 

L.   After  passing  a  small  stream, 
the  Aigues,  a  glimpse  may  be  obtained 
from  the  river  of  a  huge  structure 
surmounting  the  town  of    Orange, 
3  m.  inland  from  the  Rhone :  it  is  the. 
wall  of  ite  Roman  theatre.     (Seep.* 
444.)  .  The  post  road,  just  before  it. 
reaches  Orange,  flanked  by  poplars, 
is  carried  in  a  double  sweep  round 
the  antique  Roman  arch. 

L.  Orange.*'-Inm:  Griffon  d'Or; 
tolerably  good  ;  —  Croix    Blanche ;. 
both  dear :  mosquitoes  are  to  be  much 
dreaded  here.    (§3.) 

This  town  of  9223  inhabitants,  situ*' 
ated  about  3  m.  E.  of  the  Rhone,  waa 
the  ancient  Arausio,  and  is  remarkabla 
for  the  interesting  Roman  remains, 
which  it  possesses.  Its  name  has  been 
rendered  familiar  and  illustrious  by 
having  been  borne  by  the  noble  family 
of  Nassau.  It  was  the  chief  town  of 
a  small  but  independent  principality 
which  had  existed  from  the  11th  cen- 
tury, and  on  the  death  of  PhUibert 
de  Chalons,  Prince  of  Orange,  1531, 
without  children,  became  tlie  inherit*, 
ance  of  his  sister,  who  was  married  to 
the  Prince  of  Nassau  Dillingen.  The 
family  of  Nassau  was  confirmed  in  the 
possession  by  the  Treaty  of  Ryswick  } 
but  upon  the  death  of  William  III.  of 
En^and  the  King  of  Prussia  claimed 
it,  as  a  descendant  of  the  princes  of 
Nassau- Orange,  and  in  spite  of  other, 
rightful  perhaps,  but  weaker  claimants, 
be  was  allowed  by  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  to  make  over  the  principality, 
in  exchange  for  other  possessions,  to 
the  King  of  France,  from  whose  do* 
minions  it  has  never  since  been  separ 
rated.  The  house  of  Nassau  conse  • 
quently  retains  at  present  no  more 
Uian  the  title  of  Prince  of  Orange, 
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wMch  is  borae  by  the  heir  to  the 
throne  of  Holland. 

The  principal  Roman  remains  are, 
1.  The  2VittmjpAai^rcA,  situated  about 
^  m.  outside  the  town,  on  the  road  to 
Valence.  It  is  a  handsome  structure 
in  a  good,  if  not  in  the  best,  style  of 
Roman  architecture  ;  [its  preserva- 
tion  is  remarkable,  considering  that 
it  was  incorporated  in  the  palace  of 
the  Princes  of  Orange ;  and  the  deep 
yellow  tints  of  the  stone  (a  tertiary 
limestone  abounding  in  fossils)  of 
which  it  is  composed  have  a  rich 
effect.  The  bas-reliefs  with  which  it 
is  adorned  represent  chiefly  naval  tro- 
phies,— rostra,  masts,  yards,  shrouds, 
anchors,  and  a  number  of  barbaric 
shields  skilfully  disposed ;  others  con- 
rist  of  groups  of  figures,  but  the  sub- 
jects are  not  satisfactorily  explained : 
one  female  holds  her  linger  to  her  ear. 
The  sunken  panels  (caissons)  in  the 
vault  of  the  central  archway  are  very 
elegant;  The  date  and  destination 
of  Uiis  arch  are  unknown :  no  inscrip- 
tion is  visible,  excepting  certain  names 
inscribed  on  the  shields,  among  which 
the  most  distinct  is  MARIO,  and 
some  have,  in  consequence,  supposed 
that  it  was  raised  in  commemoration 
of  Marius*  victory  over  the  Cimbri 
near  Aix.  But  arches  of  triumph  were 
not  known,  it  appears,  until  the  time 
of  the  emperors,  and  the  generally- 
received  opinion  at  present  refers  it 
to  the  reign  of  Marcus  Aurelius,  and 
to  bis  successes  on  the  Danube  and 
in  Germany. 

The  building  has  been  very  judi- 
ciously repured. 

Quite  at  the  other  end  of  the  dirty 
little  town  stands,  2.  The  Roman 
Tfieatre,  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  whose 
side,  with  skilful  economy,  was  ex- 
cavated into  semicircular  ranges  of 
scfats  for  the  spectators,  and  whose  top 
Was  crowned  by  the  citadel  of  the 
Romans  first,  and  afterwards  of  the 
Princes  of  Orange,  finally  razed  by 
Ix>uis  XIV.  The  colossal  wall  form- 
ing the  scena,  the  chord  of  the  se- 
micircle, built  over  against  the  hill. 


overtops  all  the  puny  edifices  of  mo- 
dem times,  and  is  conspicuous  lor 
miles  around.  Few  such  walls,  it  noay 
safely  be  asserted,  exist  in  any  part 
of  the  world :  its  dimensions  are^  34 
met.  »  121  ft.  high,  102  met  -«  SS4( 
ft.  long,  and  4  met « 1 3  ft  thick.  It 
is  fbrmed  of  huge  blocks,  fitted  accu- 
rately together  without  cement  It 
bad  3  entrances  below,  and  near  the 
top  ran  2  rows  of  projecting  corbel 
stones,  those  nearest  the  extremities 
being  pierced  with  holes  for  tiie  masts, 
by  which  an  awning  was  stretched 
over  the  scene.  Owing,  however,  to 
the  projection  of  the  crowning  cornice, 
the  masts  must  have  inclined  out- 
wards. Tlie  inner  face  of  the  wall  is 
denuded  of  ornament ;  in  its  centre 
is  an  arch,  and  on  either  side  a  curi- 
ous and  lofty  recess.  The  interior  has 
recently  been  cleared  of  the  miserable 
hovels  which  filled  it,  and  whose 
tenants,  in  some  instances,  burrow* 
ing  like  moles,  had  formed  cellars  in 
the  thickness  of  the  walls,  regardless 
of  the  risk  of  undermining  them,  and 
being  buried  in  its  ruins.  The  re- 
moval of  100  of  these  cabins  now 
enables  the  spectator  to  judge,  to 
a  certain  extent,  of  the  arrangement 
of  the  scene  on  its  inner  face.  It 
b  still  accessible  by  stone  stairs 
nearly  to  the  top.  Some  of  the  cor- 
ridors are  vaulted  with  long  stone 
beams.  Near  the  top  the  stone  is 
calcined  and  reddened  by  the  action 
of  fire.  The  apartments  at  the  side 
were  destined  for  the  actoi-s,  scenery, 
and  other  accessories  of  a  theatre. 
A  few  seats  remain  on  the  slope, 
formed  by  excavating  the  limestone 
rock ;  on  one  .may  be  seen  the  letters 
Eq.  C.  III.,  (Knights'  3d  row).  — 
Round  the  semicircle  run  3  passages, 
lined  with^  masonry  of  small  stones. 
•A  great  many  fragments  of  architec- 
ture and  sculpture,  slabs  of  marble, 
pillars  of  granite,  &c.,  dug  up  within 
the  enclosure,  are  preserved  here. 

Side  by  side  with  this  theatre  ran 
a  circfts,  or  hippodrome,  the  greater 
part  of  which  has  disappeared,  quar- 


Provskce.       B.  1 25. — Oranffe-^  VaUon  —  AfHgnon. 


445 


ricd  out  to  build  tbe  houses  of  tbe 
town»  except  a  few  arches  of  the  por- 
tico, which  joined  it  to  the  theatre. 

The  ancient  AratuiOf  which  could 
construct  and  maintain  edifices  of  such 
splendour  and  magnitude  as  these, 
far  exceeded  in  extent  the  present 
piOTincial  town  $  and,  judging  fkom 
the  range  of  the  Roman  waUs,  part  of 
wliose  circuit  stUl  remains,  they  may 
have  enclosed  a  populatioajof  40,000. 
A  good  survey  of  it  may  be  made  from 
tiie  heights  above  the  theatre^  where 
the  dtadel,  now  reduced  to  fragments 
of  masonry,  and  the  base  of  a  round 
tower,  once  stood. 

The  people  of  Orange  have  a  cha- 
racter for  ferocity,  of  which  they  cer- 
tainly  displayed  a  sample  during  the 
Revolution;  S78  persons  penshed 
here  by  tlie  guillotine,  in  the  space 
of  S  months,  by  the  decree  of  the 
revolutionary  tr&unal. 
.  At  Vaisoo,  15  m.  N.  £.  of  Orange, 
are  some  scanty  ancient  remains,  2 
arches  of  a  tbeatref  and  a  Boman  bridge, 
of  a  single  arch,  over  the  torrent  Lou 
Veze,  beyond  which,  in  the  modem 
town,  are  2  old  Romanesque  churdies, 
jS^^  QidniTii  partly  of  the  8th  century, 
and  the  caiftedral,  calculated  to  inte- 
rest the  antiquarian  architect* 
.  The  most  curious  of  the  ^bas*reliefs 
and  other  aotiquities,  buitt  into  the 
vails  of  the  house  called  Chateau 
Maraudy,  have  been  removed  to  Avig- 
non. 


.  The  Rhone,  below  Orange,  tra- 
verses a  wide  plain,  with  little  variety 
of  surface. 

Rt.  Roquenuuire,  distinguished  by 
its  tower,  perched  on  the  edge  of  a 
cliff,  excavated  below  by  stone  quar- 
ries, is  fhted  on  by  various  authors 
as  the  spot  where  Hannibal  passed 
the  Rhone  with  his  army  and  ele- 
phants, 4  days'  march  below  tlie  junc- 
tion of  the  Isere,  on  his  way  to  the 
JLittle  Sl  Bernard,  where  he  crossed 
the  Alps. 

L.    Nearly  opposite,   is  Chateau- 


uAuf  des  Fapes,  where  the  Popes  had 
a  country  residence! 

Ij,  The  stony  plain  on  the  £.  of 
the  Rhone  ia  nearly  barren,  but  sup- 
ports a  few  olives  and  willows.  The 
road  passes  by  Courtheson,  near  which 
is  a  salt  lake,  the  only  one  in  France^ 
in  whose  bed  salt  is  collected  when 
the  waters  dry  up.  There  is  a  greater 
fertility  near  B^darrides  (Biturritae, 
firom  &  towers  which  it  possessed),  and 
Sorgues,  a  village  named  from  the 
dear  stream  flowing  through  it,  which 
rises  at  Vauduse*  At  its  junction 
with  the  Rhone,  that  river  divides 
into  2  branches,  separated  by  broad 
islands. 

The  spires  of  Avignon,  and  the 
gigantic  towers  of  the  Papal  palace, 
now  rise  conspicuously  to  view,  whe- 
ther we  approach  by  land  or  vrater.  . 

The  steamers  stop  at  the  quay,  out- 
side the  lofty  battkinented  city  wall, 
just  above  the  brobsn  ttane  bridge  of 
Si,  .  Benezety  and  its  little  chapel, 
which  is  about  a  mile  from  the  Inns, 
Passengers  are  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
porters  of  Avignon,  who  are  notori- 
ously a  brutal  set,  and  whose  exactions 
and  insolence  ought  to  be  repressed 
by  the  police.  . 

Ij.  AviGMOir.*—- /nnf.*  Hotel  de 
TEurope ;  very  good ;  a  most  atten- 
tive landlord  ;  one  of  the  best  inns  in 
Prance :  —  H.  du  Palais  Royal,  also 
good. 

This  andent  city  of  the  Popes  is 
seated  on  the  1.  batik  of  the  Rhone,  a 
little  above  the  influx  of  the  Durance 
into  it,  and  is  still  enclosed  by  the 
lofty  walls,  surmounted  by  a  cornice 
of  machicolations,  battlemented,  and 
flanked  by  watch  towers,  which  were 
constructed  for  its  defence  by  Clement 
VI.  in  the  middle  of  the  1 4th  century. 
They  are  very  perfect  and  picturesque, 
interrupted  only  on  the  side  towards 
the  Rhone  by  the  cliffi  of  the  Rocher 
de9^Don»t  which*  starting  up  abruptly, 
nearly  from  the  water's  edge,  is  let 
into  the  wall,  serves  as  a  rampart, 
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abd  revdcrt  other  dcfenoe  netdltn. 
Witbin  the  circuit  of  theM  foiti6. 
CBtioBs,  howvrer,  will  hm  foaad  lai|^ 
fpacct  now  ▼scant  once  oovtrid 
with  habiftioiwy  for  ATignim,  though 
DOW  oamberiDg  only  31»766  iniia- 
bttantSy  ponened  4lown  to  the  time 
of  liOiiis  XIV.  a  population  of 
80^000.  It  has  indeed  leveiml  tbriv* 
iiig  suburbs  c»utoide  its  walls.  A 
wooden  bnd^  is  thrown-  over  the  -S 
hnncfaes  of  the  Rhooer  finon^tbe  Porte 
d'OuUe  to  Villcneove  les  Atignon, 
OB  the  rt  bank  of  the.  rirer.  In  the 
Place  d*OuIk,  just  wttfaitt  this  gate^ 
stand  the  two  psincipal  hotels,  and  a 
small  theairet  designed  by  the  arrhi- 
laet  Mignard,  now  a  warehouse.  On 
tbu  Place  Marshal  Bmne  was  die* 
patcsbed  by  an  infiiriated  Provencal 
mob  in  1 81 5.  After  having  beev  shot 
with  a  pistol  of  an  assassin  in  his 
chamber  at  the  Hdtel  du  Pahus  Royal, 
his  body  was  thrown  into  the  Rhone, 
and  his  murderers  eeoaped  justiiSe. . 

To  obtain  an  idea  of  the  lesding 
fratures  of  Avignon  and.  its  vicinity, 
the  traveller  must  penetrate  throu{^ 
its  tU'paved  and  dirty  streets,  so  nar- 
SDw  thut  an  awning  is  often  stretched 
across  from  house  to  house  to  keep 
off  the  sun,  to  the  AdlgAl  rfihe  Dons. 
On  rascfaing  its  platform  oS  bare  rock, 
about  to-  be  converted  into  a  pvome* 
nade,  close  to  the  Telegraph,  he  will 
find  himself  on  the  brink  of  a  preci- 
pice, looking,  over  the  Rhone,  here 
divided  by  an  island,  towapds  the 
towers  of  Villeneu  ve,  which  .was  long  a 
frontier  fortress  of  France,  on  theoppOM 
site  bank.  In  the  S.  appears  the  barren 
range  bordering  the  valley  of  the 
Durance,  and  the  Durance  it»elf  hur- 
rying-on  to  join  the  Rhone.  On  dio 
N.  £«  rises  the  Moot  Ventoux»  and 
the  Idue  hills  at  whose  feet  lias  Van* 
«luae>  and  close  at  hand  the  build- 
ings of  the  city  are  spread  4mt,  sor- 
mounted  by  the  cathedral,  the  palace 
of  the  popes,  and  its  ilUoraened 
tower  of  the  Olad^ra^  planted  side-by 
side. 

The  Ccahedral,  called  Notre  Dame 


dn'Dom  (de  Dominfs)  is  fdnadedl 
on  liie  rook,  and  approached  by  m 
long  flight  of  steps.  It  is  enteradL 
by  a  projecting  porch,  calculated 
to  interest  and  puszle  the  arcfaiteei;' 
and  antiquary,  consisting  of  a  circu- 
lar areh,  flanked  by  2  Coiinthiai* 
oelumns  at  the  camera,  so  comi^otely 
Roman  in  character  that  some  have 
supposed  it  to  have  form«d  the  pordi 
of  a  RoSMm  building,  a  temple-  oT 
Hereules;  and,  judging  from  a  jim0> 
tare  pereeptible  in  the  masonry 
behiad,  it  is  probably  of  a  difi^ereat 
date  from  the  body  of  the  cbnncb. 
The  pediment  surmoiratingit  is  n^ber 
higher  pitched  than  is  usual  iu  classic 
btttldifigs;^  its  tympanum  is  piereed- 
with  a  circular  opening,  and  over  the 
doorway  are'  the  remains  of  ft^esooes 
of  the  14th  century.  Behind  tills 
rises  a  massy  W«  tower,  and  the  cross 
is  surmounted  by  an  octagon,  sup- 
ported at  the  angles  by  fluted  Corin- 
thian columns.  The  roof  is  Panted ; 
the  side  chapels  date  firom  the  14th 
century ;  that  ^  St:  Joseph  was  once 
a  paaeage  leading  into  the  papal  pa- 
lace. The  tomb  <f  Fope  Jean  XXII: 
isa florid  Grothie  canopy,  riohly  carved, 
bat  mstilated,  and  its  tiiches  emptied 
since  theRevolution;  beneath  it  reclines 
his  broken  effigy.  Benedict  XII.  is 
also  buried  here  under  a  plainer  mo- 
msnnent.  Here  is  preserved  a  very 
aacient  n^o^^  a  slab  of  marble  sup- 
,  ported  on  5  pillars  with  classic  ca- 
pitals. In  the  choir  is  placed  the 
papal  tkronej  now  the  seat  of  the  arch- 
bishop, 6f  marble,  carved  with  the 
Winged  Bull  of  St.  Luke^  and  the 
Lion  of  St.  Mark.  4  or  5  popes  were 
consecrated  in  this  church.* 


*  The  Popes  gained  possession  of  Avignon 
Ml  the  ttrengti)  of  a  grant  made  by  Joanna 
of  Naples,  while  yet  a  minor,  1318 :  sbe  was 
to  receive  for  it  80,000  gold  crowns,  which 
were  never  paid. 

Lfst  qf  the  Popes  who  reigned  at  Av^non, 
''^MJhrend^men: 

1905.  Clement  V.    Boro  near  Bordeaux. 
1316.  John  XXII.    Born  at  Cahors. 
1334.  Benedict  XII,  Bom  at  Verdun,  Comtg 
deFolx. 


f  itovs«dcE.       B.'  ita.'^Affifition ^ Fecial  Palace. 
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IknkAet  Wfiatr  it  MifiRbrcd  at  tlie  Rd^ 
volution,  ^m  edStce  wts,,inl  914,  made 
Ibe  v«ce{ytacle  for*  some  hundred 
tB|iwi>h  ptiMnefs.  It  baa  lately  un- 
^goite  refrain,  and  has  bcHsn  modem- 
•iied'  with  bad  effiMst*  One  chapel 
is  decorated  with  frescoes  by  Ihveria  $ 
ill  one  a  tiiittte  of'  the  Vii^in,  b^r 
'iVvMiipfV  has'tMen  plaeed. 
"  Hie  Meient  JPbAi(»  tf  the  Pcpe^i 
«ow  deji^Mded  inter  a  barrack  and  pii- 
mfOf  is^  magnificent  from  its  rastness, 
in-  spite  (^  its  present  degradation 
wtd mutilations,  and  paftadkes  of  the 
misid  cfaarAeter  of  a  ftudal  castie 
and  conVenr.  ^  Svery'tbing  is  irrb^ 
gillar  and  colossal*  abtmt'i^  and  its 
iMMtness  caimet^  Ml  ter  produee  an 
«APee»  upon  the  speecator.'*  Its  watts 
•re-  lOO'ifeet  idgii,  and  some  of  its 
towers  150>lfeet,  witli-a  proportionate 
Hiickacssxifmasomy;  Btt^aboveall 
iMyw  racbin  assoeialiona  {  Ihiring  the 
•gffMtker  p*r«  df  the  14th=  cewtury,  the 
period  «f  its  oonstructioft'by  sueees^ 
tdt«  rttlere>  it  was  the  steat  of  the 
PlBpal eotirij  which  had  become  abyc" 
wordi^  its  Itimry,-  profligacy^  aad 
venality*  '  In  those  ImUs^  now  echo^ 
■ing  to  the  bhnphemoua  oaths  of  pri- 
eMMTSi  or  subdivided  aind  filled  with 
«oldiei«>'  cribrandaocoutremeatsytbe 
conelave  e€  ^osfdinals  sate  by  whom 
the  pepe  was  elcctod  t  heve  JPtt^sv^ 
'Was  a  goest.*  Oiotto  w  his  scholars 
-adorned  its  walls, ^and  in-its- dungeons 
-Jtjmsx  wasa-prisoaer.  Here  the  once 
^^M^ildabte'  Tribone  of  Rome,  who 

134£.  .Clement  VI.    Born  near  Limoges. 

1S52.  Innocent  VI.    Born  near  limoges. 

1969.  Urban  V.    Born  in  4iocese  of  Mende. 

1970*  Chregory  XI.      Bom    in    Limoucin* 

Quitted  Avignon  for  Rome,  1576. 

'     Thus  ended  tne  Babylonish  Captlrity 

'  of  the  Roasish  Church,  as  it  is  called^ 

"I.'£mpiaBabilonia,"Pe/r.  Sonn.91. 

Afterwards  the  fbllowlng  schismatic  Popes 
#St  up  their  throne  at  ATignon,  and  resided 
there  40  years  *. 
1378.  Clement  VI I. 
1394.  Benedict  XIII.  (Pierre  de  Lima.) 
14M.  Clcnant  VIU. 

On  the  termination  of  the  schism  Avignpn 
became  the  residence  of  a  papal  L^aie. 
Louis  XIV.  seised  Avignon  to  revenge  a 
nreteiMied  afiVont  on  his  ambassador  at  Rome. 
Xiouis  XV.  held  possession  of  it  for  10  years. 
It  was  not  united  with  Trance  until  1791. 


had  vuM  fr«m  ttn  Capilbl  with  idle 
sway  of  >tbe  Ccesars^  now  bumble  and 
dt^eable,  owed  bis  life  to  the  tnter<2 
cession-  of  his-  fVii^nd  the-  poet. '  He 
was  imprisoned  in  the  tower  Des  Ot^ 
l^a^tes,  and  fettered  with  a  single 
«h«in,  fastened  into  the  vault  of  the 
duiq^eon  ;  in  other  respects,  kept  in 
honooTid»le  custody,  and  had  his  meats 
from  the  femifiintg  of  the  papal  tabte, 
whieh  were  dis^ibuted  to  the  poor.' 
fie  could  pursue' his  beloved  studies : 
the  Biblei'ahdthe  history  of  the  an^ 
eient  Romans,  particularly  the  books 
of  Livyy  were  his  eompanions  in  Ins 
prison,  as  formerly  at  the  height  of 
his  prosperity."  lliese  battlemented 
wallsi  and  teweM  defied  Ibr  several 
yeam  a  Fri^ieh  an*y  under  Marshsl 
^Boui^icanll,  4vho  in  vain  bemeged 
withra  tbidm  the*  anti*pope  Benedict 
XIII.  (Pierre  de  Ltina),  who  finally 
escaped  by  a  postern. 
•  Abo^  theentrcmee,  origitmlly  de- 
fended by  drawbridges,  portcullis; 
and  iron  gates,  now  removed,  is  the 
haio^ny  wbenoe  the  popes  bestowed 
their  benediction  upon  tbe  people. 
The  first  court  is  disfigured '  by  new 
buildings.  A  wide  stone  staircase^ 
under  a  depressed  arch, .  on  the  rt. 
band,  leads  up  to  what  was 'Once  tbe 
great  h<ai  of  thepalaee,  cidled  Salle 
-Bri!kl<ie,  ever  since  Pierre  de  Lude, 
papal  legate  in  1441,  caused  it  to  be 
blown  up  with  the  guests  assembled 
In  it^ 'Consisting  of  the  nobles  of 
-Avignon,  in  revenge  for  their  having 
murdered  his  nephew,  a  young  iiber<» 
tine,  who  had  outraged  them  by  his 
excesses !  Attached  to  it  are  side  cha^ 
p^s,  and  "the  Salle  du  Consistoire, 
having  -traees  of  fretcoet  executed  in 
the  14ili  century;  but  they  are  partly 
efibced  or  ooncealed  from  view  by  the 
modem  division  of  this  lofty  range  of 
halls  by  floors,  into  S  stories,  to  con<^ 

vert  them  into  dormitories^ 

Another  stair,  on  tlie  opposittt  side 
of  the  buildingr  leads -to  the  chamber 
occupied-  by  the/vi^tttMCaDn,  which  was 
established  here  in  the  18th  century^ 
The  OuipeUe  du  Saint  Qfice,  vaulted 
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and  grained,  itiU  rttaiM  some  of  Um 
frescoes  with  which  it  was  deoonted  by 
Giottino  (pupil  of  Giotto) :  a  large 
portion,  including  the  Last  Judgment, 
is  so  much  effaced  as  scarcely  to  be 
distinguished ;  but  Bgures  of  prophets, 
&c.,  have  escaped.  Here  the  Jews  in« 
habiting  Avignon  were  assembled  at 
stated  times,  to  hear  a  sermon,  de- 
signed to  promote  their  conversion  to 
Christianity.  The  chamber  of  torture 
(salle  de  la  question)  adjoining,  is 
built  with  funnel-shaped  walls,  con- 
tracting  upwards,  in  the  manner  of  a 
glasa-house,  a  form  devised,  it  is  said, 
to  stifle  the  cries  of  the  miseraiUe  vic« 
tims.  In  the  thickness  of  the  wall,  in 
one  comer,  are  the  remains  of  a  fur* 
nace  for  heatiog  torturing  irons,  ac- 
cording to  the  tradition.  Near  it  are 
the  holes  to  which  was  attached  the 
instrument  called  La  VeiUe,  a  pointed 
stake,  upon  which  the  condemned  was 
seated,  suspended  l^  cords  from  above, 
so  as  only  to  prevent  his  falling,  but 
allowing  his  whtrfe  weight  to  bear 
upon  the  point.  These  are  the  asso- 
ciations of  the  dark  ages,  and  they  are 
dismal  enough ;  but  this  byildisg  has 
beheld  events  in  modern  and  enlight- 
ened times  which  far  distance  them 
in  their  Iiorrors  and  atrocities.  The 
crimes  accumulated  during  a  few 
hours  of  the  French  Revolution  .ex- 
ceed those  dispersed  through  previous 
ages.  Who  has  not  heard  of  the 
Glcudire  of  Avignon  ?  The  4ower  so 
called,  from  an  ice-liouse  in  a  garden 
near  it,  stands  close  to  tliat  of  the  In- 
quisition* The  stnmger  is  invited  to 
ga?e  into  it,  through  an  aperture  in  its 
Walls,  and  he  will  discern  near  the 
bottom  long  black  stains;  they  are 
streaks  of  human  blood;  and  into  those 
dark  depUis  below  were  hurled  from 
above  no  less  than  60  unfortunate 
and  innocent  persons,  females  as  well 
as  men,  messaered  by  a  band  of 
democrats  more  savage  than  wild 
beas^  in  Oct.  1791.  The  prison- 
ers were  firagged  from  their  cells, 
and  poignarded'  or  struck  down  in 
the  door;  but  in  the  blind  haste  of 


the  rufians,  it  is  believed  that  some  of 
their  victiois  were  precipitated  frona 
above  before  lile  was  yet  extinct ;  but 
to  finish  the  deed .  of  inlamy,  quick 
lime  in  large  quantities  was  tiirovna 
down  from  above  upon  the  mangled 
heap  of  dead  and  dying. 

In  the  narrow  passage,  shut  up  by 
lofty  walls,  by  which  you  appmaeh 
this  part  of  the  castle,  some  of  tho 
prisoners  of  the  revolutionary  execu- 
tioner Jourdaa,  called  Coupetetefraoa 
his  buteberies,  were  thrust,  and,  cais- 
non  being  brought  to  the  gate,  were 
dispatched  by  grape-shot;,  the  marks 
of  which  still  indent  the  walls. 

The  modern  building  facing  the 
Papid  palace,  now  Ctueme  de  Get^ 
darmeriei  fantastically  ornamented  in 
front  with  laige  ^rlands,  carved  ia 
stone,  was  the  Ft^tU  mini,  « 

A  little  way  behind  the  castle,  paas^ 
ing  into  the  Rue  PeiroUerie,  under  a 
huge  flying  buttress,  which  supports 
the  castle  wall,  and  leaving  on  the  rt^ 
an  ancient  building,  once  the  resi- 
dence of  the  Podestat  or  Govenor 
of  Avignon,  we  reach  the  church  of 
Si.  Pierre,  having  a  richly  florid  fronts 
built  1513,  nearly  in  the  Perpendicifc. 
lar  style,  but  mutilated,  it  contains 
a  stone  pnlpit,  carved  and  surrounded 
by  little  statues,  in.  canopied  niches^ 
Scarcely  any  other  of  the  numerous 
/chuirdies  here  deserve  notice ;  but  to 
give  an  idea  how  completely  ecclesi- 
astical Avignon  was  before  the  Revo- 
lution, we  may  mention  that  it  con- 
tained 8  chapters,  35  convents  of  bo^ 
sexes,  10  hospitals,  7  fraternities  of 
penitents,  S  seminaries,  a  universi^, 
and  60  churches,*  of  which  18  now  re- 
main :  \  of  its  population  were  dedi- 
cated to  the  church,  and  it  possessed 
between  200  and  300  towers  and 
spires.  Rabelais,  in  consequence  of 
the  number  of  bells,  called  it,  *<  La 
Ville  sonnante." 

The  Place  d^Horloge  is  overlooked 
by  the  clock-tower,  or  belfry,  called 
Jacquemart,  from  the  figure  in  ai^* 
mour  who  strikes  the  hours,  attached 
to  the  HCtd  de  VllJe,  a  semi- Gothic 
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edifice,  or^mafiy  a  pslaee  of  the  Co« 
loma  foBakly,  Here  are  situated  the 
pripcipal  caf&i  and  the  theatre. 

In  the  Rue  Calade  ia  situated  the 
Mcf^,  founded  by  Calvet,  a  native 
of  Avignon.  Its  collections  are  of 
considerable  interest.  The  Roman 
antiquities  found  in  the  neighbour- 
hood are  numerows  though  few  are 
derived  from  Avignon  itself,  the  an* 
cient  Avenio.  Several  largo  Bionu-' 
ments^  carved  in  high  relief,  have  been 
brought  'from  Vaison  near  Orange 
(p.  445.),  among  them  a  Chariot  car- 
rying d  Persons,  and  a  Driver  drawn 
by  Horses  harnessed  with  Traces,  and 
shod,  (this  use  of  horse-shoes  has  been 
attributed  to  later  times) ;  another  re- 
presents the  Sacrifice  of  a  Bull 
(?Mithfaic).  lliey  are  overladen  with 
ornament,  and  in  the  debased  style 
of  the  Lower  Empire.  An  amphora 
or  wine  jar,  6  ft.  liigh,  and  8  of  10 
in  circumfeienoe,  deserves  notice  for, 
its  sice. 

In  the  upper  rooms  are  a  large 
collection  of  antique  bronaes,  arms, 
utensiby  &c.  found  in  Provence,  and 
the  Gbmtaft  Veoaiesin,  in  fine  pre- 
servation; some  of  them  have  a 
Gjoeek  character.  Among  them  is  the 
Head  of  a  Rooaan  Standard*  (the 
Eagle  of  a  Legion?).  The  collection 
of  Roman  glass  is  large  and  per* 
feet.  Many  of  thete  objects  were  ob- 
tained from  the  Roman  town  Vaison 
by  excavations  in  1 839—  1 840.  There 
ace  2  perfect  Egyptian  paintings  on 
papgrrus^  and  other  Egyptian  an- 
tiquities. The  coins  and  medals 
amount  to  14,000:  among  tliem  is 
a  suite  of  Papal  medals  struck  at 
Aviguon ;  also  theaeala  of  the  Popes 
and  their  Legates,  and  the  last  seal 
used  by  the  JnqtiisUion  here. 

In  the  Pidure*  Gallery,  besides  many 
early  paintings  of  the  15th  and 
16th  centuries,  which  seem. to  have 
been  retouched,  there  are  2  por- 
traits attributed  to  Molbeins  another 
head,  like  John  Knox,  15S5,  in  an 
oval ;  and  a  Holy  Family  of  the 
Milanese  school.     A  Crucifrxion,  by 


EMata,  is  not  unworthy  of  Rem- 
brandt, and  is  perhaps  the  best  picture 
in  the  gallery.  There  are  paintings 
by  the  3  Femett :  by  Joseph,  a  Native 
of  Avignon,  one  of  his  best  land- 
scapes; by  Car/,  several  landscapes; 
and  by  Hormee,  (whose  bust,  by  llior- 
waldsen,  is  pieced  in  the  room)  Ma* 
aeppa  on  the  Wild  Horse.  Many  of 
old  Ventet^t  sketches  for  the  views  of 
Frendi  sea-ports  in  the  Louvre  exist 
here.  ^ 

The  Ubrcary  amounts  to  42,000 
vole,  derived  from  suppressed  convents 
in  tlie  town ;  it  includes  700  MSS. 
and  many  early  printed  editions  of 
the  15th  century. 

In  the  same  street,  further  on,  is 
the  Gothic  diurch  of  St.  MartUU^ 
remarkable  for  the  elegant  florid  win- 
dows at  its  £.  end,  in  one  of  which 
the  tracery  assumes  the  form  of  the 
fleur-de-lis. 

The  large  Benedictine  convent  ad* 
joining  it  has  been  converted  into  a 
Muteurn  of  NaturtU  JStOory.  In  this 
collection  may  be  seen  specimens  of 
the^mm^a  caught  in  the  delta  of  the 
Rhone,  where  it  frequents  the  ponds 
(etangs)  of  the  Camargue.  (See  p. 
460. )  It  is  stated  to  be  a  permanent 
inhabitant  of  that  part  of  France, 
forming  a  nest  of  mud,  in  tlie  form  of 
a  truncated  cone,  on  which  it  sits 
over  its  eggs,  witii  its  long  legs  dan- 
gling down  on  the  outside.  The 
bird  does  not  assume  its  red  plumage 
until  it  is  2  years  old. 

Here  is  the  heaner  of  the  Rhone, 
an  anlnud  now  needy  exterminated, 
since  the  late  inundations  drove  most 
of  them  from  tlieir  retired  haunts. 
Its  colour  is  tawny,  and  its  hair 
harsh  compared  with  the  American 
beaver.  It  does  not  build  houses,  nor 
lay  up  stores  in  Europe,  but  burrows 
in  the  dykes  or  river  bed,  and  feeds 
on  willows  or  other  brushwood*  whole 
plantations  of  which  are  often  laid 
prostrate  by  its  sharp  teeth.  Here 
9xe  collections  of  tiie  minerals  and 
fossils  of  the  D^pt.  Vaucluse ;  also  of 
fossil  insects  and  fishes  from  Aix. 
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The  tnnsemn  hat  been  •nrielMd  by 
Che  splendid  beq««t  of  M.  Riqact, 
and  tb«  whole  appeftra  w«U  arranged. 
Behind  is  Hie  boiamc  garden. 

Continuing  in  the  samedhrection,  aa 
fltf  as  Roe  des  Lmas  (No<  8),  a  straet 
abounding  with  dyers  and  tannen, 
at  the  back  of  the  Maison  des  Orph^ 
tins,  a  charitable  inatitutien  for  the 
education  of  SO  poor  cbildfen,  we 
rfiall  find  the  last  leUc  of  the  ekwreh 
vf  the  CordeXiert,  in  which  Petrasdi*s 
Laura,  a  married  Isdy  of  the  fiunily 
De  Sades  in  ATignon^  was*  buried. 
The  church,  destroyed  at  tte  R«yo- 
Uitioii,  is  now  feduiced  to  a  iVagment 
of  the  tower  and  side'widls,  sold  pro» 
bably  for  the  value  of  the  mateiials, 
but  not  worth  pulfing  down. 

Luum*t  tomb,  described  by  Arthur 
Toung  as  **  nothing  but  a  stone 
in  the  pavement,  with  a  figure  ea> 
graved  on  it,  partly  effaced,  surronnd*. 
ed  by  an  inscripcion  in  Gothic  letters, 
and  anotheron  the  wait  adjoining,  with 
the  armorial  of  the  fatnUy  de  Sade,  '* 
has  entirely  disappeared^  having  been 
broken  open,  and  the  oontenta  of  the 
tomb,  as  well  as  that  of  the  brave  Oril« 
km,  scattered  by  the  Revolutionists. 
In  a  sort  of  tea  garden  behind  thefrag- 
ment  of  the  church;  a  vulgar,  tasteless 
aaonument  has  been  raised  to*  Laura, 
bearing  the  pompous  iiMmiption, 
**  Hunc  cippum  posuit  Carolns  KeU 
Sail  Anglicos.**  Petrarch  haa  recor- 
ded that  he  first  saw  Laura  in  the 
church  of  St.  Claire,  1327,  in  the 
time  of  his  early  youth. 

In  this  church'  of  the  -  CordeUeva, 
June  1791,  the  mob  of  Avignon,  irri* 
tated  at  the  tyranny,  spoliations,  and 
sacrilegious  acts  of  the  democratic 
municipality,  pat  to  death  ita  ageot 
and  secretary  Lesouyere:  the  chief 
Hctors  in  this  deed  of  Mood  were  wo- 
men, who  actually  tore  out  his  eyes 
with  their  sdisorA. 

Behind  tiMi  chuitth  and  convent  of 
St.  Martial  is  the  HM  des  Iiwtiiides, 
**  snceiirsal**  to- and  dependSfAiontbat 
of  Paris,  founded  for  old  soldiers,  after 
the  expulsion  of  the   Fkanch  hwa 


Egypt.  •  It  oceupies  tba  bBiMings  of 
9  suppressed  convents,  between  whidi 
a  park  eatends.  The  Lingerie  oeeu- 
pies  the  upper  part  of  a  ehapd,  in  the 
foofof  which  are  traces  of  fresco.  The 
eataUishment  is  furnished  aricfa  »  good- 
library  for  the  use  of  its  inmates. 

A  cruafix  of  ivory^  96  indies  blgh» 
eaacuted  by  one  Guilleraun,  accord- 
ing to  the  story,  to  save  lus  riephevr 
kiut  execution,  and  preserved  in  tli« 
chapel  of  the  Hospice  daa  Inseiia^ 
is  much  vamited  in  the  guide  books  ; 
but  is  not,  after  all,  of  Mgh  merit. 

Com>eyances.  Steamett,  9  daily  to 
Lyons  in  the  morning  ;  3  to  Aries  h& 
the  afternoon* 

DUigenotSt  daily,  3  or  4  to  Mar* 
seilles  ;  to  Nisnsea  S  (in  A  hours) ;  tQ 
ArlcstwiMa  day ;  to  Lyons  and  Paria 
4  d*ily ;  to  HsriMmne  and  Toulooaeu 

'Rt.  Opposite  to  AvigOMi,  Oik  the  rt; 
bank  of  the  Rhone,  at  the  extremitf 
of  the  wooden  bridge,  standa  'VHle^ 
neuve-les- Avignon,  an  ancient  4owv 
of  4000  inhabitants,  which  wtm  much 
enconragari  by  the  kings  of  fVane^ 
as  a  bo^cr  fortress,  on  the  frontier  of 
Languedoc,  coalrontiog  the  foi-eign 
territory  of  tile  Popev-on  th»^oppo« 
sit^  ahore  of  Proaencoi'  Iteontiins 
several  objects  of  cnrtesity.  In  the 
chapel  of  the  HSpiita  ia  placed  the 
dksgant  Oothie  tomb  vf  iV^ae  hmKeia 
K/;,  composed  of  tabernMe  worie^ 
and  niches  beautifully  carved,  thougli 
much  mutilated.  It  baa  recently  been 
removed  Atom  the  rained  eon^rent^oC 
the  Chartreuse,  and  carefully  raato>»d^ 
In  the  same  hospittd  is  preserv84  a 
curious  painting  of  theXajf /tM^g^faenls 
an  ancient  work  of  the  15th<centary« 
tof  good  design  ;  tiw  heads  of  caieful 
execution^  but  nneh  injured.  It 
is  in  water  colours  (?  distemper), 
varnished,  and  is  atytbuted,  but  with 
fdight'-prcfeability,  to  Kxng  B^ne,  Due 

In  the  Gothic chun^h, a  heavy  build* 
ing  of  the  i4di  century,  th«i>e  is  a 
Descent  from  the  Cross,  attributed  to 
BeUmi. 

The  ruins  of  the  Gothic  cAiiro4  <if 
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the  €lktntne%M,  aod  .tbd  tower  wbScli 
ft»Modtfafe  T^edu  Pout  of  the  btokett 
bridge  of  St.  Benacct,  faced^witii 
ttones  cut  *  in  dianond  Aurettes,"  tHBlt 
Uf  PfaUippe  ie  Bel,  also  nMrit  notice. 
'Sh»  Jtbut  St,  Andr4,  on  air  elevated 
platibfin  alKMre  tlie  teeni,  is  a  xMstaeYf 
unaltered  citadel  of  feudal  times.  ^  ■ 
•  ^e  dinnrte  of  Avignon  is  de- 
ieribed  in  tlie.  proTerUal  line,«^ 
^  Avenio  tentosa,  stae  veaid  vcne» 
iiosay^  eom^ento  fastidioaa.'^ 
'  'The  IbUowingTery  tn|efesiing<eiar» 
cuniortJEinajr  be  mads  iron  AKrignon-: 
-«*a;Td  Yauduse;  b.TotheiPontdu' 
Chord,  on  the  way  to  Nismee  (  R.  1 86.)  $ 
on  no  account  to  be  omitted  ;<  c.  Tel 
Orange,  onrthe  way  to  Iijons^p.  44S. ); 
d.  ToSti  Riemy(p.455.)9  «.  T« 
Carpentrasi  -  Ite  Roman  itemaiM  of 
Mlsne«  (p.  462»>aad  Aides  (p.  456^), 
mota  distant  >  -ftom  •  AvigBon^  are 
scarcely  inferior  in  fwieieet  to  any'in 
Italy. 

'.  «u  FhtoDltisei  S9 kilom.  fe-.l  a  £ng.  ro. 
'  A  eaniagei  witft  S  horscsy  coats  141 
or  fiO  Ar^to  goand  fotnrh;  die  esc«v« 
sion  will  talM^^  aboot  6  or  lO'  hoars.  • 
'  'letiainonmbentupoB  aH  trairelierB 
to  .perlbrm  this  '^eenlimental  joov^' 
npy,"  no«  only  on  aooonnt  of  Pcbarch 
and  Laura,  -bat  becanse  Vanclose  it- 
self h  a  striking  eoene;  You  quit 
Attgnon  by  the  Porte  6ii  LaBaro,tra& 
▼erse  long  avenues  of-wiliows  and 
pefplarsy  Icamg  on  either  hand  nun 
aMvooe  eoBtitry  houses^  each  Iron^sd 
with'mn  artfmire of ^^nes ;  and  after 
droeilng  the  CafuU^de  CriMon,  which 
conduots- the  waters  of  the  Durance  to 
Attttlieethe'  fields  of  madder.aroaad 
ATignon:(R.  >19arX  i«w|i  <i»  rillaga 
of  £e  Tfaor,'  so  nilraed  fnom  a  b3l, 
which,  by  consumiy  falling  oo.  its 
knees,  when  bronght  to  water  on  the 
margin  of  a  pond,  led  to  thediscorery 
of  a  miracuhius  image  of  the  -Vifginy 
which,  was  fished  out  of  the  mud^ 
and  depoeited  in  the<  dnirch  of  St, 
Marie  (to  Lae  /  This  is  an  ancienc 
and  curious  Romanesque  buihfing;* 
its  W.  doorway  resembles  that  of 
Metre  Dame  des  Dons,  and  is  pro* 


bably  of  the  iith  eentury;  ah  oaa«' 
mented  portal  atthsp  £.  end  is  ratheit 
later.     Ttie  ooontry  is  dreary  as  isr  ne 

82  L*Isle<(iAnt.*  H.  du  Petrerque 
et  Lean;  notvecy  good,  aoddeart 
Poste ;  belter),  a  t«mn  of  50D0  inha. 
bitants,  12  m.  from  Avignon,. on  am 
idand  surrounded  by  branches  of  tho 
Sbrgues»-  whose  waters, .  employed  •  in 
irrigathm,  spread  fertility  and'  TerJ 
dweareund.  Thie  ie  a  gieen  oosii 
in  the  desert,  alSirding  bubUing 
streams -and  gratefhl.  shade*  There 
is  a  mad  firom  ij^Iale  to  Carpentras.- 
(-Seep.453.) 

The  inilleyi  of  the  Soigues,  whose 
oonieewe-now  tntce  upwards^  is  ex*» 
oinratedi  in  a  mounladar  chain,  braneb* 
ing  frem  the  lofity  Mont^  Yentoux. 
Near  its  head  lies  the  litde  village  . 
- 1  fimeft/js.^— j&ta,  H.deLaure;  small^ 
and  not  very  clean*  The  landlord  is.« 
capital  cooky-  and,  judging  from  (he 
sGiulger*sbeok,  a  smguiar  recovd  ot 
ftivoloos  sentiment  and  selfish  *'  ^om»* 
maMisei"  4usr  fried  trout*  and  eel% 
soupe  a  la  bisque,  and  coquilIeil*ficro«. 
viine,'  have  'made.a.iai:'  deeper  and 
more  lastsngimpnession  on  his^viaitarss 
than  the  soovenir  of  Laors ;  and,«inw 
deed, they  are  notto be  despbed;  eveft, 
Petnock  hsBoself  has.  nentioBul  thb 
ikh  of  the  florgues.wvth  praise.  Cleeti 
to 'the.  village  etaiids  a  tastdess  rntinu» 
matt  to^Pe^rch)  which  4he  Academie 
of  Avignon  planted  at  the  month  of 
tlie  gtotto itself,  whence:  it  was  jitde* 
ciously  xfemoved  by  order  of>  the 
Ducfaesse  d'Angouldme,  when  sba 
visited  the  spot.  A*  path  leads  fromf 
the  villisge  to  the  ibantain  by thesidtr 
of  •  the  ■  Sorgues,  whose  •  ezquisitisly 
limpid  waters-  are  diied  up  near  thie 
head  insusMner,  and,  instead  of  burstM 
ingont  exuberantly  from  the  cavern^ 
fltorate  underground,  and  assoe  out, 
some  hundred  yards  lower  down^io 
numerons  streamlets,  out  of  holes  in 
the  limestone' rocki 

The  vaOley  of  Vaucluse  (taUas 
dausa)  is  a  complete  cul  de  sao^ 
a  semicircular  excavation  in  the  sidn 
of  a  moontainy  which  seems  to  have 
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been  split  frmn  top  to  bottom,  w>  as 
to  diiclose  the  secret  storehouse  of 
water  within  it,  whence  the  sparkling 
Sorgues  derives  its  supplies.  All 
around  rise  walls  of  rock  from  500  to 
000  ft.  higfaylntermiKcd  with  bristling 
pyramids,  all  arid,  destitute  of  ver* 
dure,  and  glarii^ly  white.  The  sides 
and  bottom  are  strewn  with  broken 
fngments  of  stone,  which,  wbere  the 
Sorgues  rolls  over  them,  are  coveted 
with  a  luxuriant  mantle  of  green  moss. 
It  is  a  desolate  and  arid  scene.  On 
a  ledge  half  way  up,  to  the  rt,  is 
perched  a  ruined  catUef  which  be- 
longed to  the  Bishops  of  Cavaillon, 
one  of  whom,  the  Cardinal  de  Cabas* 
sole,  was  Petrarch's  friend.  Though 
populariy  known  as  Petrsreb^s  Casde> 
it  never  belonged  either  to  him  or  to 
lAUim ;  but  the  site  of  his  house  is 
pointed  out  between  the  castle  and  the 
village.  Here,  beside  a  natural  grotto 
in  the  rock,  mentioned  in  his  letters, 
one  of  the  gardens  which  he  formed 
with  so  much  care  was  probably 
situated. 

At  the  extremity  of  this  majestic 
lecess,  at  the  base  of  the  precipice^' 
yawns  the  cavern  which  contains  the 
fountain  of  Vtntdtae,  According  to 
the  season,  and  the  abundance  of 
the  water,  it  pments,  •  alternatelyt  a 
gushing  cataract,  tmnbltng  over  the 
moss-clad  stones,  from  step  to  step, 
or  a  quiet,  pellucid,  dark  blue  pool, 
sunken  witbdn  its  grotto,  so  that  yod 
may  enter  under  the  vault  beside  it, 
and,  gazing  into  its  funnel^sfakped 
baan,  watch  the  stones  which  are 
thrown  in  gradually  descend  into  its 
fathomless  depths.  A  wild  fig  tree, 
springing  from  a  crevice  in  the  £ice 
of  the  rock,' above  the  natural  vault, 
marks,  with  its  roots,  the-heigfat  which 
the  waters  attain  when  they  fill  the 
cave. 

Around  this  spot  asnsthave  been 
the  other  garden  mentioned  by  Pe- 
trarch in  his  letters;  that  consecrated 
to  Apollo*  adapted  to  study,  **  wbero 
art  surpasses  nature." 

It  is  more  agreeable  to  ooatemplate 


Petrarch  in  these  haunts,  as  the  Isi- 
boriovs  student  retired  fh>m  tiievrorU, 
than  as  the  mawkish  lover,  sighing  fiir. 
a  married  mistress,  and  converted,  as 
in  the  sentimental  verses  of  Delille» 
into  a  sort  of  Italian  Werther.  Uelea 
to  his  own  account  of  his  oecupations 
at  Vauduse. 

**  The  Sorgue,  transparent  as  ciya- 
tal,  rolls  over  its  emerald  bed;   and 
by  its  bank,  I  cultirate  a  little  sterile 
and  stony  spot,  which  I  have  dtstkitd 
to  the  Muses;  but  the  jealous  Nyrofdis 
dispute  the  possession  of  it  with  vie; 
they  destroy,  in  the  spring,  the  Uboora 
of  my  summer.  I  had  ocmqueredlroOB 
them  a  little  meadow,  and  had  not 
eojoyed  it  long,  when,  upon  my.ie« 
torn  from  a  Journey  into  Italy,  1 
found  that  they  had  robbed  me  of  all 
my  possession.     But  I  was  noi  to  be 
discouraged:  IcoUectedthelabooreis^ 
the  fishermen,  and  the  shepherds,  and 
raised  a  rampart  against  the  Nympfai; 
and  thero  we  rataed  an* altar  to  the 
Muses;    but,    alasj    experience   has 
proved  that  it  is  in  vain  to  batde  with 
the  elements.     I  no  loiter  dispnte 
with   the  Sorgue  a  part  of  its  bed; 
the  Nymphs  have  gaiued  the  vietory-i 

**  Hera  I  please  myself  with  my 
littla  gardens  and  my  narrow  dweU- 
ing.  I  want  nothing,  and  look  ibr 
no  favours  fiom  fortune.  If  yoa 
oome  Co  me,  you  will  see  a  solitavy^ 
who  wanden  in  the  meadoirs,  tbe 
fields,  the  forests,  and  the  mountaiosy- 
resting  on  the  mossy  grottoes,  or  .be- 
neath the  shady  trees.  Tour  fticnd 
detests  the  intrigues  of  courts  the  ti^s 
nualt  of  cities,  and  flies  from,  the 
abodes  of  pageantry  and  iprideb—^ 
Equally  removed  from  joy  or  sadness^ 
he  passes  his  .days  in  the  most  pro- 
found calm,  happy  to  have  the  Moiea 
for  his  companions,  and  the  song  of 
birds  and  the  murmur  of  the  stream- 
fer  his  serenade  ...»  I  have  but  few 
servants,  but  many  books.  Some* 
times  you  will  find  me  seated  upon 
the  bank  of  the  river;  sometimes 
stretched  upon  the  yielding  grasex 
and,  envialile  power!  I  have  all- my 
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hours  at  my  own  disposal,  for  it  is 
ravely  that  I  see  any  one.  Above  all 
things,  I  delight  to  taste  the  sweets  of 
leisure.*' 

e.  Oarpenirag,  23  kiloBO.  s>  14 
Bng.  m.  and  The  Mtmt  VieiUoux. 

The  road  thither  from  Avignon  lies 
through  Entraigues  and  Monteuz, 
crossing  the  Sorgues,  here  as  limpid  as 
St  Yauduse,  between  the  two  villages. 
The  country  around  Carpentras  is  a 
fertile  ^ain,  which,  by  means  of  irri« 
gation,  and  of  a  southern  sun,  pro- 
duces crops  of  all  kinds  in  abundance. 

dS  Carpentras  is  a  flourishing  town 
of  10^000  inhab.,  still  retaining,  like 
most  of  those  in  the  old  Papal  teni* 
tory  (the  Comtat  Yenaissin),  iU  feudal 
walls,  towers,  and  gi^es;  the  Porte 
d^Onmge  being  particularly  perfect 
and  stately.  It  was  an  important 
Roman  station ;  but  almost  the  only 
relic  of  that  people  remaining  is  an 
Arch  of.  Triumph,  formerly  built  up 
into  the  bisfaop*s  palace,  and  serving  as 
his  kitchen,  but  recently  set  free  from 
that  degradation,  and  detached  from 
the  buildings  surrounding  it.  It  is  a 
ruin,  reduced  to  the  mere. stone  vault, 
without  the  attic,  resting  on  the  side 
piers.  Upon  these  are  curious  sculp, 
tores  in  relief,  representing  Barbarian 
Captives,  their  hands  bound  behind 
their  backs  to  trophies.  Nothtag  is 
known  of  the  date  or  destination  of 
this  arch }  but  it  is  doub^ess  a  work 
of  the  Iiower  Empire. 

The  cathedral f  rebuilt  1405,  has  a 
tower  attached  to  it  of  the  10th  cen* 
tury,  and  oontmns  a  nail  of  the  Cross, 
.aaade  into  a  bit,  and  used  for  that 
purpose  by  Constantine,  if  we  may 
believe  the  tradition. 

There  is  a  musie  here  containing 
antiquities,  and  a  public  library  of 
12,000.volonies,  and  700  MJS& 

The  aqueduct  at  Carpentras,  a 
sauttsive  structure  of  48  arches,  was 
finisfaed  1734. 

The  ascent  of  the  Mont  Fentoux 
may  be  made  from  Carpentras  by 
way  of  Malaucene,  whence  it  is  6  m. 
distant.     Its  top^  reached  by  Fetrardi 


in  1345,  is  6427  feet  above  the  sea 
level,  and  is  covered  for  half  the  year 
with  snow,  which  supplies  the  depart* 
ment  with  ice  in  summer.  The  view 
from  it  inclodes  a  portion  of  the  chain 
of  the  Alps,  the  Cevennes,  the  Coiron, 
the  course  of  the  Rhone  and  Durance, 
and,  it  is  said,  extends  to  the  Medi- 
terranean. At  the  foot  of  tlie  moun- 
tain stands  Bedouin,  a  miserable  vil- 
lage rising  from  amidst  the  bladc- 
ened  ruins  of  a  former  village  de- 
stroyed at  the  Revolution.  There 
is  no  darker  spot  in  the  black  his- 
tory of  that  period  than  the  burning 
of  Bedouin  and  the  massacre  of  its 
inhabitants  by  the  revolutionary  com-, 
mittee.  Their  agent,  the  apostate 
priest  Maignet,  directed  this  atrocious 
crime,  and  Suchet,  afterwards  so  emi- 
nent a  general,  with  his  soldiers,  car- 
ried it  into  execution,  setting  .fire 
to  the  houses,  blowing  up  the  public 
buildings,  hurrying  the  peaceful  in- 
habitants to  the  scaffold,  and  pick- 
ing off  with^musquetry  those  who  tried 
to  escape,  until  180  had  perished. 
And  these  horrors  were  enacted,  not 
in  a  hostile  country  and  in  time  of 
war,  but  upon  fellow  countrymen, 
women,  and  children,  .  Frenchmen 
beii^  the  executioners;  and  all  be* 
cause  a  tree  of  liberty  planted  within 
tlie  parish  had  been  sawn  through  in 
the  night. 


Descent  cf  the  Bhone  continued  .•  — 
■  Apignon  to  Aries. 

The  Rhone  opposite  Avignon  al- 
ways belonged  to  the  King  of  France, 
even  when  its  1.  bank  formed  the 
territory  of.  the  Pope,  and,  in  con- 
sequence, during  an  inundation  of  the 
river,  which  had  laid  a  quarter  of 
the  town  under  water,  the  royal  bailiff 
entered  the  streets  in  a  boat,  and 
claimed  all  those  parts  which  the 
river  had  occupied  lor  his  master. 

L.  Within  2^  m.  of  Avignon,  the 
Rhone  is  joined  by  the  Durance,  a 
turbulent  and  injurious  stream,  part  of 
whose  course  is  described  in  R.  128. 

The  course  of  the  Rhone  below  this 
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nad  to  Arlct  is  equally  unintflfettingy 
bat  mora  direct  tban  ths  rivari  ti»* 
waning  at  fint  a]  country  nodand 
liHrtile  by  iraigatioiiy  it  croMes  tfaa 
Xkunann^  ata  diftaaoe  of  1^  m.  horn 
Angoen,  by  a  very  long  Buipansion 
bfidga»  lendared  Btcaanry  by  iba 
braad.  bad  of  gfavel,  not  half  of 
whicfa  ifl  occupied  by  the  wild  ritary 
aicapt  in  times  of  flood. 

L.  At  Barbautane  there  are  extan** 
•uraquaniea. 

.  L.  Alow  ridge  of  hiUa» caUed  AU 
pmn,  iaiBariuyb&  foe  their  utter  na* 
kadncsty  now  approaches  the  Rboney 
lomiing  from  i«b  to  W.  In  the  die* 
taaoe,  upon  thctr  flanks,  the  white 
houses  of  St.  Remy,  and  its  2  Roman 
monumeotBy  may  be  distinguished*. 
.  RU  Aiamon  is  a  town  of  3800 
inhab. :  and  a  Httle  Mow  it  the  river 
Oardon,  which  gives  its  name  to  the 
department,  flows  into  tiie  Biione. 

A  wire  bridge^  suspended  from 
4  piers,  1446  feet  long,  over  wfaieh 
the  high  road  from  MarsetUes  to 
Nismes  and  Narbonne  pa»es  (  R.  1 86, 
1S7.),  connects 

L.  Tarssoon^  wliosQ  massive  square 
eastle  at  the  water  side  is  overtopped 
by  the  spire  of  its  Gothic  church  be* 
hind,,  with 

.  Rt.  Beaucaire,  lying  at  the  base  of 
cliffs  of  bare  rock,  one  of  them  sur«> 
mounted  by  a  Calvary,  the  other  by  a 
ruined  castle.  The  bridge  was  erected 
in  6  months  in  1829  by  M.  Seguin, 
of  Lyons,  at  a  cost  of  600,000/. 

Passengers  diaembsrk  or  go  on 
board  the  steamer  from  a  pier  de» 
sceoding  from  the  bridge. 

li.*  Tttrascon  {Inns:  H.  dies  £m* 
pereurs,  close  to  the  bridge)  is  a  town 
of  about  11,000  inhab.  £tymo* 
legists  have  been  bold  enough  to  de* 
rive  its  name  firofn  the  Greek  rafidffa'tt, 
disturb,  connecting  it  with  the .  trat* 
dition  of  a  dragon,  called  ITorosf  u«, 
which,  once  upon  a  tune,  infested  the 
borders  of  the  Rhone,  preying  upon 
human  flesh,  to  the  great  terror  and 
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dtstivbanoa  of  the  inhsbilsiita^    Tbey 
were   at  length   delivered  frona   tbo 
pest  by  St.  Moftfaa»  sister  of  Lonunn, 
since  adopted  as  the  patron  Saiat  «£ 
the  towjip  wl»  conquered  the  niooater 
with  BO  other  weapon  .than  the  Cvost^ 
and  made  him  a  prisoner  with  her 
girdle.    Thia<deliv«ranoe  was  ooiboi0« 
morated  untiL  within  a  faw  yeara  b^  • 
proosaBion  of  mummers^  attendedr  bw 
the  clergy,  who  paraded  the  toaro, 
eaoortiag'  tiie  flgure  of  adsagon, : 
of  OBnva%  and  wielding  «  Imge 
of  woad '  by  w^*of  a  tail,  to  tho-ii 
minant  danger  of  the  legs  of  sll  who 
approached*  -  Tho  ceremony  was  aft* 
tended  by  numsious  paactical  jokeB^ 
and'  led  to  acta  of  -  violenae^  in  connoi 
quence    of.  which  it-  has  heen  sup^ 
pressed,     llba  effigy  of  the  dragon 
now  slumbers  in  the  lumbeiwoom  of 
the  playhouee.  •  • 

The  entire*  ^  Sis  HAurtha  is  o 
pointed  Gothic  building  oft  the  14tb 
century,  with  the  exception  of  the 
S.  portal,  which  is  circular  end  ie» 
casaed  with  deep  «ttouldittgs;  balweett 
tiiese  the  d(^*4ooth  ornament  ap* 
pears;  it  dates  from  1187.  In  a 
crypt  beneath  the  nave  of  the  chorcfa 
is  the.  shrine  and  tomb  of  St.  Martha^ 
ornamented  with  her  recUning  effigy 
of  white  marble,  not  biuUy  e^ecnted» 
but  modem.  Agshsst  the  trails  the 
history  of  Msrthais  represented  in  a 
series  of  bas^rehefi.  Hetie  also  is  the 
tomb  of  a  Neapolitan  knight^  a  f<H<* 
fewer  of  Roi  Ren^  and  a  well  in 
the  floor,  the  water  of  which  is  said 
to  'rise  and  fall  with    the    Rhone. 

The  picturesque  C&tUe,  remarkable 
for  its  massive  construction  and 
perfect  preservation,  was  begun  by 
Henri  II.  in  1400^  and  finished  by 
King  Ren^of  Anjou,  who  frequent^ 
resided  here,  spending  his  lime  in 
festivities  and  fikes,  during  one  of 
which  he  and  his  queen  appeared  in 
the  attire  of  shepherd  and  shepherds 
ess:  it  is  now  a  prison,. and. contains 
nothing  remarkable. 

The  road  from  Tarascon  to  Mar> 
seilles  and  Nismes -is  in  R.  127.  . 
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.  Rt.  Bwueaire  (Jnnif  H.  du  Lux* 
eniburg)^  though  it  ccuiUans  otdy 
d967  iohabitantsy  is  a  town  of  more 
life  tbfui  its  opposite  neighbour  Ta* 
rwcQiu  It  stands  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Canal  de  Beaucaire^  which  joins 
Uie  Canal  du  Midi>  and  thus  unites 
the  Ahone  and  Garonne»  and  it  is  the 
terminus  of  a  railway  to  Nismes  and 
Alais.  It  is,  besides,  the  locality'  of  the 
oslehrated  fair,  held  here  every  year  be* 
tween  the  1st  and  28th  of  July,  on  the 
wide  space  of  ground,  planted  with 
rows  of  trees,  extending  between  the 
JUione  and  the  castle  rock.  This  space 
is  then  covered  with  booths  and  sheds, 
arranged  in  streets,  forming  a  sort  of 
supplemental  town  of  wood  and  can- 
vas,, within  which  the  various  kinds  of 
merchandise  are  depositjed,  each  class- 
ed by  itself.  The  shore  is  lined  by  a 
flotilla  of  barges,  the  roads  are  choked 
vrith  waggons,  and  the  inns  are  filled 
to  overflowing*  Though  somewhat 
iallen  off  of  late,  this  fair  collects  to- 
gether about  100,000  persons,  and  is 
attended  by  merchants  not  only,  from 
all  parts  of  France,  Spain,  Italy, 
Portugal,  but  by  many  Jews,  Turks, 
Armenians,  Greeks,  and  even  Moors 
from  Barbery,  who  sell  dates,  &c.  It 
terminates  July  28,  at  midnight.  It 
is  said  to  date  as  far  back  as  1168. 

The  CkuUe^  standing  on  the  top  of 
an  escarped  rock,  was  an  ancient  pos- 
session of  the  Counts  of  Toulouse, 
and  was  recovered  by  Count  Ray- 
mond VII.,  when  only  19  years  of 
age,  from  the  usurping  Simon  de 
Montfort  and  his  sons,  after  a  long 
and  memorable^ege  (12 16),  in  which 
be,  besieging  the  garrison,  was  him* 
self  surrounded  by  an  army  from 
without.  It  is  now  reduced  to  a 
complete  ruin ;  one  stately  triangular 
tower,  and  a  curious  Romanesque 
dtapel  of  great  antiquity,  in  which  St. 
lionis  is  said  to  have  heard  mass  be- 
fore he  embarked  for  the  Crusade, 
alone  surmounting  the  crumbling 
vralls.  There  is  a  good  view,  from 
the  castle  rock,  of  the  Rhone,  the 
bridge,  the  scene  of  the  fair,  the  dis- 


tant and  cange  of  the.  Alpiaes  on  the 
opposite  aide  of  the  river,  and  the 
equally  naked  hills  of  the  Calvary  and 
gallows  (fourche  patebulaire)  on^  this 
aide,  but.  verduns.  is  wanting.  The 
rock,  which  serves  as  the  pedestal  to 
the  castle,  is  being  eut  through,  to 
allow  the  passage  of  a  road  to  the 
Rhone. 

Beaucaire  is  the  scene  of  the  old 
Provenfal  romance  of  Aucassin  and 
Nicolette. 

St.  Gilles  (see  p.  467.)  is  about 
15  m.  distant. 

From  Tarascon  an  excursion  may 
be  made  to  ^.  Retny  (10  m.),  a  de- 
serted town,  remarkable  only  for  two 
well  preserved  Roman  buildings,  de- 
tached from  all  others,  and  about  ^  m« 
from  the  town:  the  one  isafunerealJfo* 
nwnerUt  of  most  elegant  design,  about 
50  ft.  high,  ornamented  on  its  square 
base  with  bas-reliefik  On  the  N.  side 
is  a  Skirmish  of  Cavalry;  on  the  W« 
a  Combat  of  Infantry ;  on  the  S.  the 
Sacrifices  and  Erection  of  Trophies 
after  a  Battle;  on  the  £.  a  winged 
Victory  supporting  a  wounded  Sol- 
dier: above  this  rises  a  double  arch 
with  engaged  columns  in  the  angles, 
and  the  whole  is  surmounted  by  a 
circular  temple  enclosing  2  statues. 
It  bears  this  inscription,  which  throwf 
no  light  on  its  date^ — 

SEXL.M.JVL1BI.C.F.PARBNTIBVS.8VBI8. 

The  Arch  of  tfmmphy  standing  within 
a  few  yards  of  it,  is  less  perfect, 
having  lost  its  upper  story,  but  the 
stones  of  its  vault  remain,  beautifully 
carved  in  hexagonal  compartments^ 
or  sunk  pannels.  Much  of  the  sculp- 
ture has  perished ;  the  bas-reliefr 
remaining  represent  captives,  bonnd^ 
with  women  beside  them.  The  date  <k 
this  monument  is  as  little  known  as  that 
of  the  icmnet :  it  has  been  supposed 
to  commemorato  the  victories  of  Marc 
Aurelius.  St.  Remy  was  the  ancient 
GUvMun ;  it  stands  on  the  slope  of  the 
naked  Alpines,  and  one  of  the  lime* 
stone  crests  near  the  town  is  pierced 
through  and  through  by   a  natural 
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erifice.  Sc  Remy  was  the  birth-place 
of  NoetnidaniuB,  ]503»  the  astrologer 
and  fortune-teller. 

Orgon,  on  the  road  to  Marseilles, 
b  about  10  m.  from  St.  Remy  (R. 


Rt.,  close  to  the  bridge  of  Beau- 
caire,  is  the  mouth  of  the  canal  join- 
ing the  Rhone  to  the  Canal  du  Midi. 
The  plain  around  was  transformed 
into  a  sandy  desert  by  the  inundation 
of  1840,  the  Rhone  having  burst  its 
banks  at  this  poinL 

I>.  The  country  between  Tarascon 
and  Aries  is  a  flat  and  uninteresting 
alluvial  marshy  plain,  intersected  by 
ditches,  and  the  olive  here  gives  place 
to  the  willow. 

L.  A  little  on  the  1.  of  the  rosd» 
about  2  m.  from  Aries,  a  singular 
isolated  rock  rises,  like  an  island, 
above  a  marshy  pond,  crowned  with 
the  ruins  of  the  once  celebrated  abbey 
of  Montmtffeur,  founded  in  the  10th 
century,  and  continued  down  to  the 
18th.  Of  the  latter  period  are  tlie 
vast  palatial  constructions  of  Italian 
architecture,  which  formed  the  con- 
vent, now  rapidly  falling  to  pieces. 
The  church  is  partly  Romanesque, 
partly  Pointed,  but  beneath  it  is  a  vast 
crypt,  of  the  II th  century,  running 
under  nearly  the  whole  upper  church. 
Behind  the  altar  of  this  crypt  stretches 
a  semicircular  wall,  pierced  with  wior 
dows  so  as  to  render  the  altar  visible 
from  the  side  chapels.  Attached  to 
the  church  is  a  ruined  cloister,  in  which 
2  mutilated  monumental  effigies 
remain  of  princes  of  the  house  of 
Anjou. 

At  the  foot  of  the  rock,  on  tlie 
N.  £.,  is  the  very  curious  chapel  qf 
Sainte  Croix,  consisting  of  a  central 
square  tower,  from  M'hich  project  4 
equal  semicircular  apsides,  that  on 
the  W.  having  a  porch  attached.  It 
is  in  the  Romanesque  style,  but  dcs* 
titute  of  all  ornament.  It  is  proved 
by  records  to  have  been  dedicated  by 
Pons  de  Marignan,  Bishop  of  Aries 


in  1019.     An  macr^vCton,  forged  by 
the  monks  of  Montmajeur  at  a  coon- 
paratively  late  period,  attributed  its 
origin  to  Charlemagne^  to  corooacHio- 
rate  a  victory  here  gained  over  tiie 
Saraceos.     I>own  to  1789  this  chapel 
was  resorted- to  every  year,  on  the 
festival  of  the  Discovery  of  the  True 
Cross,  by  infinite  miUtitudes  oi  pil- 
grims, anxious  to  reap  the  advantages 
promised  by  papal  indulgence  to  all 
who  then  flocked  hither.     The  rock 
on  which  the  chapel  is  built  is  honey- 
combed  with  tombs  of  all  sizes  ezca* 
vated  in  it;   some  are  said  to  have 
been  the  last  resting  place  of  early 
Christians. 

L.  The  Rhone  first  forks  off  into 
2  branches,  forming  the  head  of  its 
delta,  about  a  mile  to  the  N*  <if 
Aries.  The  branch  which  it  sends 
off  to  the  W.,  called  Petit  Rhone, 
is  crossed  by  a  wire  suspension  bridge 
at  the  village  Fourquea. 

li.*  Arlks.*—  Inns  :  H.  du  Nord, 
in  the  Place  du  Forum ;  dirty  : — H. 
du  Forum.  The  Inns  here  are  de- 
cidedly bad. 

Aries  one  of  the  most  ancient,  and 
once  the  most  important  city  in 
France,  the  Rome  of  Gaul,  (<*  6al- 
lula  Roma  Arelas,^  as  Auaonius  calls 
it,)  the  residence  of  a  Roman  Pre- 
fect, and,  after  the  fall  of  the  Ronma 
Empire  (a.  s.  S76),  the  capital  oC 
the  kingdom  of  Aries,  or  of  Trans- 
Jurane  Burgundy,  is  now  shrunken 
up  into  a  dull  provincial  town.  It 
is,  however,  rich  in  ancient  remains 
of  the  period  of  its  greatness ;  and 
the  stranger  who  succeeds  in  thread- 
ing its  labyrintli  of  dirty  narrow 
streets,  more  intricate  than  any  other 
perhaps  in  France,  will  be  duly  re»- 
warded,  if  he  takes  an  interest  in  an- 
tiquities. 

It  is  a  sea-port  town  of  20,000  in- 
habitants, standing  on  the  L  bank  of 
the  Rhone,  near  the  apex  of  its  delta, 
about  28  m.  from  the  sea.  The  river 
bank  is  lined  by  a  quay,  at  which  may 
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be  seen  moored  a  number  of  heavy 
barges,  with  one  mast,  and  a  very  long 
yard,  and  a  prow  not  unlike  that  of 
the  antique  galleys,  ji  bridge  of  boats 
.unites  the  town  with  its  suburb 

Rt.  Trinquetaille,  and  supplies  the 
place  of  an  old  bridge,  over  which 
passed  the  Aurelian^Way,  extending 
from  Rome  to  Cadiz, 

"  Per  quern  Romani  commercia  suscipis 
orbis." 

to  use  the  words  of  Ausonius,  in  his 
-description  of  Aries. 

The  most  interesting  ancient  mo- 
numents existing  at  Aries  are, 

1*  The  Amphitheatre,  a  magnificent 
and  most  interesting  relic  of  former 
•days,  larger  than  that  of  Nismes, 
^measuring  459  feet  by  338  feet,  and 
capable  of  holding  25,000  spectators,) 
tmt  by  no  means  so  well  preserved, 
owing  to  the  devastations  of  human 
bands,  rather  than  those  of  time.  It 
consists  of  2  stories  of  60  arches,  the 
lower  Doric,  the  upper  Corinthian, 
both  rude  in  style,  and  of  most  mas- 
sive construction,  formed  of  enormous 
blocks,  most  exactly  fitted  together. 
Owing  to  the  unevenness  of  the  ground, 
it  is  supported  on  one  side  by  vast 
substructions.  The  outer  wall  is  now 
nearly  separated  from  the  second  by 
the  removal  of  the  vaults,  and  the  in- 
terior is  completely  gutted.  Yet  the 
lower  portion,  including  the  podium, 
or  parapet  surrounding  the  arena, 
faced  with  marble  slabs,  is  even  more 
perfect  than  at  Nisines,  having  been 
•covered  up  with  earth  until  within  a 
ffew  years.  Scarcely  12  years  have 
^lapsed  since  this  bttildingwas  entire- 
ly filled  within,  and  choked  up  with- 
out, by  an  accumulation  of  mean 
hovels,  occupied  by  the  poorest  and 
worst  part  of  the  population  of  the 
town,  to  the  number  of  2000,  part 
of  whom  burrowed  under  the  vaults, 
or  nestled  in  its  recesses,  reminding 
one  of  the  fungi  and  parasites  spring- 
ing up  over  the  trunk  of  some  vener- 
able monarch  of  the  forest.  One  of 
these  houses  is  still  allowed  to  remain 
to  give  an  idea  of  the  former  condi- 
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tion  of  the  atnphitheatre.  Another 
excrescence,  not  forming  part  of  the 
original  structure,  are  the  two  square 
towers  surmounting  tlie  entire  edifice. 
But  they  are  interesting  historical  re- 
lics, having  been  raised  in  the  8th 
century,  either  by  the  Saracens,  who, 
under  Jussouf-  Ben-Aldelrahman, 
Wali  of  Narbonne,  then  obtained 
possession  of  Aries,  or  by  Charles 
Marte),  who  expelled  them  from  the 
city,  739.  At  all  events  the  amphi- 
theatre, like  the  Coliseum  of  Romoi 
was  at  that  period  converted  into  a 
fortress,  and  withstood  sieges  and 
assaults,  while  4  towers  of  defence 
were  erected  at  the  4  cardinal  points. 
From  the  top  of  the  loftiest  remaining 
tower  the  best  view  is  obtained  of  the 
amphitheatre,  and  of  the  city  of  Arles^ 
of  the  course  of  the  Rhone  upwards 
to  Beaucatre,  of  the  distant  outline 
of  the  Alpines,  and  Mount  Ventouz, 
and  of  the  plain  of  the  Crau  :  the  sea 
is  not  visible. 

The  stranger  will  not  fail  to  remark 
the  beauty  of  the  masonry  of  the 
amphitheatre,  the  arches  some  times 
turned  flat,  of  small  stones,  some  times 
replaced  by  huge  single  beams  of  stone. 
The  vaulted  chambers  communicating 
with  the  arena  are  supposed  to  have 
been  the  dens  for  wild  beasts.  The 
very  scanty  traces  of  inscriptions  re- 
maining on  this  building  throw  no 
light  on  its  date,  but  it  is  supposed  to 
be  older  than  the  arenes  of  Nismes, 
and  is  attributed  to  the  age  of  Titus. 

The  JRoman  Theatre,  more  recently 
disinterred  from  the  earth  than  even 
the  amphitlieatre,  has  suffered  equal 
if  not  greater  dilapidations  in  the 
course  of  ages.  It  is  said  to  have 
been  demolished  by  order  of  the 
early  Christian  bishops,  who  regarded 
it  as  the  focas  of  idolatry  and  vice. 
Although  reduced  to  a  mere  fragment, 
the  coistly  marbles,  the  columns,  the 
sculptured  friezes,  (some  preserved 
in  the  museum,)  and  the  statues  found 
in  it,  one  of  which,  called  the  Venus 
d^ Aries,  forms  an  ornament  to  the 
Louvre,    attest  its  ancient  inagnifi« 
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cence.  The  portions  remaining  are 
two  Corinthian  columns,  surmounted 
by  part  of  their  entablature,  wbicfa 
stand  isolated  like  those  in  the  forum  of 
Rome ;  they  formed  part  of  the  scene, 
tbo  rest  of  which  is  reduced  to  the 
pedestals  of  other  pillars  on  a  line 
with  these,  to  truncated  walls  pierced 
by  openings  for  doors,  by  which  the 
actors  made  their  entrance  and  exit, 
and  furnished  with  niches  for  statues. 
•Opposite  to  this  wall  is  the  semicircular 
apace  destined  for  the  audience, 
■cooped  out  of  the  rock,  and  still  re- 
taining some  of  its  stone  seats,  rising 
in  steps  one  above  the  other.  In  the 
jniddle  are  some  very  curious  sub- 
atructions,  attached  apparently  to  the 
orchestra,  consisting  of  3  parallel  walls, 
^  or  8  feet  high,  stretching  quite 
across  the  building,  leaving  a  space  of 
about  1  foot  between  them,  which 
js  set  with  grooved  ridges  projecting 
alternately  from  either  wall  at  regular 
distances.  Within  these  was  probably 
placed  the  wooden  support  of  the  pros- 
cenium or  pulpitum,  the  stage  in  fact. 

In  the  midst  of  the   Place  Rt^ale, 

.or  de  1' Hotel  de  Ville,  in  which  are 

situated  the  church  of  St.  Trophime, 

the  Hotel  de  Ville,  and  the  museum, 

rises  an  Obeli^  of  a  single  shaft  of 

•grey  granite,  antique,  but  not  Egyp- 

tian^  since  it  is  ascertained  to  have 

been  brought  from  a  quarry  in   the 

Esterelle  mountains,  near  Frejus ;  and 

4t  differs  in  shape  from  those  of  Egypt, 

tapering  more  rapidly  from  its  base  to 

its  summit.     After  having  been  for 

centuries  prostrate  in  the  mud  of  the 

Rhone  it  was  elevated  in  its  present 

position  in  1676.     It  is  supported  on 

4  lions,  and  surmounted  by  a  very 

tasteless  gilt  asterisk.     It  is  supposed 

to  have  stood  upon  the  spina  in  an 

ancient  circus,  all  traces  of  which  are 

gone ;  it  is  47  ft.  high,  (the  Luxor 

obelisk  is  72  ft.,)  and  is  destitute  of 

inscription  or  hieroglyph. 

liYie^MiLKum    occupies    the    sup- 

: pressed    church    of  St.  Anne;    it   is 

iilled  with   an  interesting  collection 

•of  ancient  remains  discovered  in  or 


near  Aries,  a  large  proportion  in 
the  theatre,  including  a  very  rich 
marble  frieze,  and  numerous  statues, 
whose  merit  as  works  of  art  is  small, 
except  a  head  of  a  female  (?  a  goddess, 
or  the  Empress  Livia)  without  a  nose, 
and  a  head  of  Augustus  found  in 
1834,  belonging  to  a  torso  previously 
sent  to  the  Louvre,  both  very  fin& 
An  altar  to  Apollo  bears  represen- 
tations of  the  Delphic  Tripod  and  of 
Marsyas  flayed  alive.  A  leaden  pipe, 
more  than  40  ft.  long,  stamped  with  the 
name  of  the  Roman  plumbers,  was  dis- 
covered in  the  bed  of  the  Rhone,  andia 
supposed  to  have  conveyed  freshwater 
to  the  opposite  bank.  The  cemetery 
called  Eliscamps  (p.  459.)  has  fur- 
nished a  great  number  o{  sarcophagi, 
some  pagan,  but  the  majority  Chris- 
tian, ornamented  with  bas*reliefs  of 
good  design  and  execution,  showing 
that  Roman  art  survived  long  afW 
the  extinction  of  paganism,  though  the 
subjects  on  which  it  was  exercised  were 
taken  from  the  Bible.  Those  most 
commonly  represented  are  Adam  and 
Eve,  the  Deluge,  th^  Passage  of  the 
Red  Sea,  Moses  striking  the  Rock, 
Jonah  and  the  Whale,  the  Sacrifice 
of  Isaac,  &c.  On  one  is  seen  the 
Oil  Press  and  Olive  Harvest.  A 
mutilated  statue  of  the  god  Mithras, 
wanting  the  feet  and  head,  is  very  cu- 
rious. It  is  a  human  body  entwined 
by  a  serpent,  between  whose  folds  the 
signs  of  the  zodiac  are  sculptured. 

The  cathedral  of  Si.  TrophimMw^ 
who  is  said  to  have  been  a  disciple  of 
St.  Paul,  and  to  have  first  planted  the 
Cross  here,  is  entered  from  the  Place 
by  a  very  curious  projecting  porch, 
constructed  in  the  12th  or  early  in  the 
1  Sth  century.  It  consists  of  a  deeply- 
recessed  semicircular  arch,  with  mould- 
ings not  unlike  our  late  Norman,  rest- 
ing upon  a  horizontal  sculptured  frieae 
which  forms  the  lintel  of  the  door,  and 
is  continued  from  beneath  the  arch  oa 
the  rt.  and  l.'of  the  fa9ade,  supported 
on  pillars.  There  are  6  of  these  pillars, 
round,  square,  and  octagonal,  on  either 
side  of  the  door,  of  stone,  resembliqg 
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metal  in  colour,  and  one  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  door  forms  the  support  of 
the  lintel.  They  are  based  upon 
carved  lions,  some  of  them  devouring 
men.  Between  the  pillars  are  statues 
of  Apostles  and  Saints,  those  in  the 
angles  being  St.  Trophimus  and  St. 
Stephen.  The  tympanum  over  the 
.  door  is  occupied  by  the  figure  of  the 
Saviour  as  Judge  of  the  World  with 
.  the  attributes  of  the  4  Evangelists ; 
and  the  sculptured  frieze  below  re- 
presents in  the  centre  the  12  Apostles, 
and  on  the  sides  the  Last  Judgment ; 
the  Good  being  on  the  1.  of  the  spec- 
tator, the  Bad,  bound  by  a  rope  and 
dragged  by  devils,  on  the  rt.  The 
archevolt  is  filled  with  the  Heavenly 
Hosts  in  the  shape  of  rows  of  cherubims. 

The  interior  is  modernised,  and  less 
interesting  ;  it  contains  3  antique 
sculptured  sarcophagi,  one  of  which 
serves  as  a  font. 

The  cloisters  on  the  S.  side  are  very 
curious ;  two  of  the  sides  have  round 
arches,  and  two  pointed,  resting  on 
double  shafts,  or  square  piers  carved 
on  the  sides  with  figures  of  saints,  and 
projecting  towards  the  court-yard  in 
the  form  of  fluted  Corinthian  pilasters, 
/llie  capitals  of  the  pillars  are  very 
curiously  but  rudely  sculptured,  in 
part  with  Scripture  groups. 

The  square  tower  is  also  ancient, 
and  in  its  upper  story  Corinthian  pi- 
lasters again  appear. 

The  Hdtel  de  Ville  was  built  1 673, 
from  designs  of  Mansard,  contiguous 
to  the  clock-tower,  which  is  somewhat 
older.  It  contains  a  collection  of 
natural  history. 

Besides  the  more  important  Roman 
remains  already  described,  there  are, 
within  the  town,  in  the  Place  du 
JForunit  two  granite  pillars  and  part  of 
a  Corinthian  pediment,  let  into  the 
wall  in  front  of  the  Hotel  du  Nord  ; 
they  are  supposed  to  have  been  moved, 
from  some  building  now  destroyed, 
into  their  present  position.  Other 
constructions,  which  may  have  be* 
longed  to  the  forum,  are  known  to 
exist  beneath  the  houses.   In  a  narrow 


street,  near  the  Rhone,  is  a  tower  of 
brick,  called  Tour  de  la  TrouxJle,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  built  by  Constan- 
tine  the  Great,  who  resided  much  at 
Aries,  and  whose  eldest  son  was  born 
here. 

Beyond  the  walls,  to  the  £.  of  the 
town,  is  situated  the  ancient  Cemetery 
of  Aries,  still  called  AUscamps,  a  slight 
variation  from  the  original  name 
{Elisii  Campi)  by  which  it  was  known 
18  centuries  ago.  It  was  of  vast  ex- 
tent, a  complete  Necropolis,  and  the 
dead  were  brought  hither  from  other 
cities,  as  far  distant  as  Lyons,  for  in- 
terment. Dante  mentions  it  in  the 
Inferno,  IX.  112.: 

**.Si  come  ad  ArK  ove  *1  Rodano  stagna,.. 
Fanno  i  aepolcri  tutto  '1  loco  varo." 

And  Ariosto  alludes  to  it  in  the  Or*- 
lando  Furioso : 

**  Plena  di  lepolture  d  la  campagna." 

One  portion  of  the  ground  was  used 
for  burials  in  pagan  times;  another, 
marked  off  with  crosses,  was  aflerwards 
designated  for  the  interment  of  Chris- 
tians.   The  ground  teems  with  grave- 
stones, sepulchral  memorials,  and  sar- 
cophagi,  but  the  most   curious  have 
been   removed    to  the  museums   of 
Aries,  Toulouse,  Marseilles,  &c.     In 
the    neighbouring    farms    the    cattle 
drink  out  of  stone  troughs  which  are 
nothing  but  empty  coffins ;  and  with 
their   lids    the   ditches   are  bridged. 
Several  chapels  were  erected  within 
the  area  of  this  vast  churchyard :  the 
most  remarkable  is  that  of  St.  Honorat 
or  of  Notre    Dame  de  Grace,  now 
falling  to  ruin.     It  is  surmounted  by 
an  elegant   octagonal  tower,  of  two 
stories,  having  2  circular-headed  win- 
dows in  each  face ;  the  interior,  ex- 
cept the  crypt,  is  not  older  than  the 
14th  century. 

The  ecclesiastical  constructions  of 
the  middle  ages  on  the  Montmqjeur 
are  described  at  p.  456. 

Although  in  the  days  of  the  Ro- 
mans, Aries  was  plentifully  supplied 
with  spring  water,   conveyed   to  it 
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from  the  chain  of  the  Alpines  in  aque- 
ducts of  masonry  many  miles  long, 
the  modern  town  is  destitute  of  this 
important  commodity,  and  the  inha- 
bitants suffer  severely  from  the  want 
of  drinking  water.  Owing  to  the 
marshes  and  pools  in  the  vicinity,  the 
town  and  the  district  around  Aries  is 
unhealthy  at  certain  seasons :  and  in- 
termitting  fevers  are  very  prevalent ; 
but  less  so  now  than  formerly,  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  extended  drainage. 

A  Cafted  has  been  formed  from 
Aries  to  Bouc,  on  the  sea-coast,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  salt  lake  called  Etang  de 
Berre,  which  opens  a  more  direct  com* 
municatioQ  to  Marseilles  than  the 
course  of  th^  Rhone*  This  canal,  be- 
gun 1802,  with  the  double  object  of 
draining  the  marshes  on  the  1.  bank  of 
the  Rhone,  and  of  facilitating  traffic,  by 
avoiding  the  bar$  and  sandbanks  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  was  not  com- 
pleted until  1835.  It  is  about  30  m. 
long.  It  was  traversed  regularly  by 
barges  until  1840,  when  the  great 
inundation  of  the  Rhone  overwhelmed 
a  part  of  it  with  sand. 

A  steamboat  plies  between  Aries 
and  Marseilles ;  but  the  navigation  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Rhone  is  intricate, 
and  there  is  little  accommodation  for 
passengers  on  board.  Steamers  ascend 
daily  to  Avignon  and  Lyons,  but  the 
voyage  to  Lyons  takes  3  or  4  days. 

Diligences  daily  to  Marseilles,  to 
Kismes,  to  Narbonne,and  to  Avignon. 

The  wide  uninterrupted  plain 
stretching  from  Aries  to  tlie  sea,  S. 
and  £.,  nearly  as  far  as  Marseilles, 
including  the  delta  of  the  Rhone,  or 
the  island  of  Camargue,  (derived  from 
Kofia^, marsh,  and  aypos,  field?),  pre- 
sents some  singular  phenomena  not 
unworthy  of  attention.  Indeed,  both 
its  climate  and  its  soil,  of  mud  banks, 
arid  sand,  or  vast  bare  gravel  beds, 
alternating  with  salt  marshes  and  la- 
goons, raised  from  2  to  7  feet  above 
the  sea,  assimilate  it  rather  to  Africa 
and  the  borders  of  the  Nile  than  to 
France.  Even  some  of  the  animals 
which  resort  to  it,  the  ibis,  the  oclican, 


and  the  flamingo,  properly  belong   to 
the  African  continent.    (See  p.  449.) 
The  ground  is  so  impregnated  with 
salt,  that  the  water  is  brackish ;  the  sur- 
face of  the  soil  is,  in  summer,  covered 
with  a  white  saline  efflorescence,  like  a 
coating  of  snow,  and,  when  the  pools 
are  dried  up,  the  salt  forms  in  a  cake 
2  inches  thick.    Here,  as  in  the  deserts 
of  Asia  and  Africa,  the  mirage  con- 
stantly occurs  during  the  heats,  trans- 
forming the  arid  plain  in  appearance 
into  a  wide  lake.     Cultivation   can 
only  be  pursued  by  excluding  the  sea 
by  dykes,  which  entirely  surround  the 
Camargue,  and  the  saline  influence  is 
counteracted  by  covering  the  surface 
with    the  muddy    deposits     brought 
down  by  the  Rhone.    In  this  manner, 
the   district  produces  extensive   pas- 
tures, on  which  large  flocks  of  sheep 
are  fed,  together  wi^  herds  of  small 
cattle,  and  wild  horses  or  rather  po- 
nies, said  to  be  of  a  stock  originally 
brought  from  Africa  by  the  Arabs,  in 
their  frequent  invasions  of  this  part  of 
France,     At  stated  times  tlie  young 
bulls  are  chased  and  separated  from 
the  herd  by  horsemen  armed  with  tri- 
dents, in  order  to  be  branded,  and  re« 
ceive  the  marks  of  their  different  pro- 
prietors :  tliis  is  called  La  Ferrade.   A 
considerable  portion  of  the  district  is 
ploughed  land,   furnishing  crops   of 
corn,  madder,  &c.,  which  are  produced 
in  abundance;  but  this  fertility,  as 
well  as  tlie  rich  pasturages,  arises  en- 
tirely from  irrigation,  and  the  distri- 
bution in  all  directions  of  the  waters 
of  the  Rhone,  derived  from  the  river 
in  cuts  and  canals.     The  salt  marshes 
and  lagoons  are  unprofitable  except 
in  producing  salt.     There  is  only  one 
village  in  the  Camargue,  that  of  Saintes 
Maries,  but  many  isolated  farms  are 
scattered  over  it.     At  harvest  time,  in 
the  month  of  July,  the  com  is  threshed 
in  the  oriental  fashion,  by  driving  10 
or  12  young  horses,  held  with  a  long 
rein  by  a  man  in  the  centre  of  the 
threshing  floor,  over  the  sheaves  laid 
in  heaps  around.     The  winnowing  is 
performed  by  tossing  the  straw,  chaflf^ 
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and  grain  into  the  air,  and  allowing 
the  wind  to  separate  them. 

The  Crai^  or  stony  plain  to  tlie  E. 
of  Camargue,  is  described  in  Route 
128. 

The  very  curious  church  of  St. 
Gilles  is  described  in  Route  126. 


ROUTE  126. 

ATIGKOK   TO    VA&BOHMB  BT  THB  FONT 
J>U    OARVt      NISlfXS,      MONTPXLLIEB, 

AND  BVZIKRS.  EXCURSIONS  TO  ST. 

OILLES,  CETTE,  AND  AIGUSS  MOBTES. 

200  kilou).  s  124  £ng.  m. 

MdOeposte  from  Nismes  to  Kar* 
tx>nne  daily,  in  12  hours. 

Diligences  from  Avignon  to  Nis- 
xneSy  3  times  a  day,  in  4  hours; 
daily  thence  to  Narbonne. 

9  kilom.  extra  are  charged  by  the 
postmaster  for  making  the  detour  by 
the  Pont  du  Gard. 

From  the  slope  and  summit  of  the 
steep  ascent  which  carries  the  road 
from  the  foot  of  the  bridge  of  Avig- 
non over  the  hills  which  form  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Rhone,  you  have  a  fine 
tiew  of  it,  and  of  Avignon,  and  then 
a  dreary  country  succeeds,  hills  bare 
as  dry  bones ;  but  in  the  low  ground 
olives,  mulberries,  and  vines. 

12  Begude  de  Saze. 

The  point  where  our  road  ap- 
proaches nearest  to  the  Pout  du  Gard 
is  at  Remouiiiis  (1^  m.  distant  from 
it),  a  small  town  on  the  1.  bank  of 
the  Gardon,  now  at  length  connected 
by  a  bridge  of  wire  with 
'  11  La  Foux  (Fabre's  restaurant), 
a  Tillage  and  post  station  on  the  rt. 
bank.  9  kilom.  extra  are  charged  if 
the  traveller  posting  chooses  to  be 
driven  round  by  the  Pont  du  Gard, 
The  sight  of  this  noble  edifice,  one  of 
the  grandest  monuments  which  the 
Romans  have  left  behind  them,  in 
France  or  any  other  country,  would 
well  repay  for  a  very  long  detour.  Like 
Stonehenge,  it  is  the  monument  of  a 
people's  greatness,  a  standard  by  which 


to  measure  their  power  and  intellect. 
It  consists  of  3  rows  of  arches,  raised 
one  above  the  other,  each  smaller  than 
the  one  below  it;  the  lowest  of  6  arches, 
the  central  tier  of  1 1 ,  and  the  upper- 
most of  35 ;  the  whole  in  a  simple, 
if  not  stern  style  of  architecture,  des- 
titute of  ornament.  It  is  by  its  mag- 
nitude, and  the  skilful  fitting  of  its 
enormous  blocks,  that  it  makes  an 
impression  upon  the  mind*  It  is  the 
more  striking  from  the  utter  solitude 
in  which  it  stands,  a  rocky  valley, 
partly  covered  with  brushwood  and 
greensward,  with  scarce  a  human 
habitation  in  dght,  only  a  few  goats 
browsing.  After  the  lapse  of  16  cen- 
turies, this  colossal  monument  still 
spans  the  valley,  joining  hill  to  hill,  in 
a  nearly  perfect  state,  only  the  upper 
part,  at  the  N.  extremity,  being 
broken  away.  The  highest  range  of 
arches  carries  a  small  canal  about  ^ 
ft.  high,  and  4  ft.  wide,  just  large 
enough  for  a  man  to  creep  through, 
still  retaining  a  thick  lining  of  Roman 
cement.  It  is  covered  with  stone 
slabs,  along  which  it  is  possible  to 
walk  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and 
to  overlook  tlie  valley  of  the  Gardon, 
The  height  of  the  Pont  du  Gard  is 
188  ft.  and  the  length  of  the  higher 
arcade,  873  ft.  Its  use  was  to  convey 
to  the  town  of  Nismes  the  water  of  2 
springs,  25  m.  distant,  the  Airan  rising 
near  St.  Quentin,  and  that  of  Ure  near 
Uzes.  It  forms  only  a  small  portion  of 
the  conduit  constructed  for  this  pur- 
pose, whose  course,  partly  raised  on  low 
arches,  some  of  which  exist  on  the  N* 
of  the  Pont  du  Gard,  partly  cut  in 
the  rock  round  the  shoulders  of  the 
hills,  may  be  traced  at  the  village  of 
St.  Maximin  near  Uz^s,  and  above 
that  of  Vers,  to  the  Pont  du  Gard; 
thence,  by  St  Bonnet  and  Sernhac, 
to  the  hill  of  the  Tour  Magne,  and 
Bassin  des  Thermes  at  Nismes. 

The  conveyance  of  this  small  stream 
was  the  sole  object  and  use  of  this 
gigantic  structure,  an  end  which 
would  now  be  attained  by  a  few  iron 
water>pipes»      Its  date  and  builder  > 
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are  aKke  lost  in  obliyion,  but  it  it 
attributed  to  M.  Agrippa,  son-in-law 
of  Augustus,  B.  c.  19.  The  quarry 
whence  the  stone  was  obtained  is  a 
little  way  down  the  Gardon,  on  its  1. 
bank.  Tlie  bridge  by  which  the  road 
crosses  the  Garden,  on  a  level  with 
the  lower  tier  of  arches,  and  formed 
by  merely  widening  them,  is  a  modem 
addition  to  the  ancient  structure, 
erected  fn  1 743  by  the  Sutes  of  Lan- 
guedoc. 

A  little  below  I^a  Foux,  (which  is 
1^  m.  from  the  Pont  du  Gard,)  the 
road  to  Nismes  turns  out  of  the 
ralley  of  the  Gardon,  and  traverses  a 
more  fertile  and  productive,  but  unin- 
teresting country,  by 

10  St.  Gervasy  to 

10  Nismes. — Inm :  H.  du  Luxem- 
bourg;   very  good;    tolerably  clean; 
the    best,    but   much   frequented   by 
Commis  Voyageurs;  good 'cuisine: 
H.  du  Midi. 

Nismes,  chef  lieu  of  the  D6pt.  du 
Gard,  a  flourishing  manufacturing 
town  of  44,240  inhabitants,  consists 
of  a  central  nucleus  of  narrow  intri- 
cate streets,  and  old  bouses,  encircled 
by  a  girdle  of  open  botdetmrd,  which 
separates  it  from  its  modern  faubourgs, 
composed  of  wide  streets  and  new 
houses.  The  boulevard  is  itself  a 
fine  broad  street,  planted  with  trees, 
lined  with  handsome  buildings ;  and 
there  is  little  need  for  the  passing 
traveller  to  penetrate  into  the  old 
town,  as  the  chief  curiosities  and  ob- 
jects of  interest  are  situated  on  the 
edge  of  this  boulevard,  or  at  a  short 
distance  from  it.  They  consist  almost 
exclusively  of  Roman  monuments, 
relics  of  the  ancient  city  of  NemausuSy 
which,  though  passed  over  in  oblivion 
by  classic  authors,  so  that  its  origin  is 
imknown,  and  barely  mentioned  in 
the  geographical  catalogues  of  Strabo 
and  Ptolemy,  yet  aflTords  more  palpable 
testimony  of  its  ancient  extent  and 
splendour  than  most  cities  celebrated 
in  classic  page.  While  the  renowned 
cities  of  Marseilles  and  Narbonne 
have  few  relics  and  no  existing  edifices 


of  the  ancient  masters  of  the  world, 
the  obscure  Nismes  is  richer  in  well- 
preserved  antiquities  than  any  town 
in  France  or  Northern  £ur(q>e. 

A  walk  along  the  boulevard,  start- 
ing  from  the  H.  du  Luxembourg, 
and  keeping  to  the  1.,  will  bring  you 
first  to  the  Esplanade, •'B.  square  ter- 
raced platform,  planted  with  trees, 
furnishing  a  promenade  of  consider- 
able extent.  Facing  it  is  the  new 
Palais  de  JitsHoCy  fronted  with  an  im-- 
posing  portico,  and  a  little  further  on 
stands 

The  Amphitheaire,  I^s  AreneSf  now- 
isolated  by  the  removal  of  the  build- 
ings which  obstructed  it  within  and 
without,  in  the  middle  of  a  wide  place, 
allowing  unimpeded  view  of  its  very 
perfect  oval  circuit.  It  consists  of  2 
stories,  each  of  60  arcades,  70  fi.  b^^  ;• 
the  lower  arches  serving  as  so  many 
doors :  the  arches  of  the  upper  arcade 
are  double,  but  the  inner  arches  are.' 
not  concentric  with  the  lower.  It  i» 
far  better  preserved,  externally,  than 
the  Coliseum  at  Rome,  although  like 
it  converted  into  a  fortress  during 
the  middle  ages,  and  retains  even  it» 
projecting  stones,  pierced  with  holes, 
for  inserting  the  masts  to  which  the' 
awnings  (velaria)  were  attached. 

The  interior,  though  less  perfect, 
retains  some  of  the  original  seats, 
especially  of  the  lower  and  upper 
rows.  The  modem  French  architect 
employed  on  the  building,  not  con- 
tent with  preserving  and  protecting 
the  parts  which  remain,  has  committed 
the  fault  of  restoring,  or  rather  re- 
constructing, in  a  somewhat  clumsy 
manner,  part  of  them  and  some  of 
the  arcades.  There  were  originally 
32  rows  of  seats,  and  the  number  of 
spectators  which  it  is  supposed  the 
building  may  have  contained  is  esti- 
mated at  from  17,000  to  23,000. 

A  long  corridor,  surrounding  the 
building,  rttns  within  the  arches  on  the 
ground  story,  and  a  smaller  corridor 
encircles  the  upper  story.  It  is  worth 
while  to  make  the  circuit  of  these, 
and,  indeed,  to  penetrate  every  part 
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of  this  extraordinary  structure.  The 
vaults  of  the  lower  corridor  or  portico 
dre  like  some  vast  natural  cavern ;  the 
upper  one,  instead  of  being  arclied, 
is  roofed  with  huge  stone  beams, 
18  ft.  long,  reaching  from  side  to 
side,  many  of  them  cracked,  either  by 
an  earthquake,  or  by  the  conflagration 
which  consumed  the  Arenes  in  the 
time  of  Charles  Martel.  It  is  in- 
teresting to  penetrate  the  wedge- 
shaped  passages,  radiating  from  the 
centre,  and  widening  outwards,  so 
Contrived  as  to  facilitate  the  egress 
of  the  hastening  crowds  and  allow 
ihem  to  depart  without  any  check;  to 
ascend  the  stairs,  by  which  ready  access 
was  given  to  every  part  of  the  huge 
irtructure ;  to  clamber  over  the  broken 
seats,  some  still  marked  with  the  line 
indicating  the  space  allotted  to  each 
spectator,  scaring  the  frightened  lizard, 
which  starts  away  from  under  your  foot, 
out  of  the  sunshine  in  which  it  has 
been  basking,  to  the  shelter  of  the 
tufts  of  grass  or  weeds  springing  up 
among  the  crevices  of  the  masonry ; 
and,  finally,  to  stand  on  the  topmost 
atone,  the  rim  of  this  huge  oval  basin, 
surveying  its  whole  interior,  dis- 
mantled, and  almost  gutted.  Here 
you  may  examine  the  round  holes  2ut 
in  the  projecting  stones,  and  corres- 
ponding with  hollows  in  the  exterior 
cornice  below,  into  which  the  poles 
were  put,  in  order  to  fasten  the  awn- 
ings stretched  over  the  spectators.  A 
very  narrow  stair  in  the  thickness 
of  the  wall,  near  the  N.  side,  was 
destined,  it  is  supposed,  for  the  men 
who  had  charge  of  the  awning.  The 
zones  of  seats,  as  is  well  known,  were 
divided  into  4  tiers  (prsdnctioncs)  by 
spaces  wider  than  the  seats  themselves 
and  were  destined  for  spectators  of 
different  ranks;  the  patricians  occu- 
pied the  lower,  equivalent  to  the 
dress  circle,  the  plebeians  the  upper, 
corresponding  with  the  gallery,  lliese 
spaces,  or  landing-places,  were  each 
reached  by  10  passages  or  vomitories. 
The  3  uppermost  rows  of  seats  rest 


upon  a  half  arch,  whose  only  support 
is  the  outer  wall. 

The  dimensions  are,  length  437  ft., 
width  332  ft,  height  70  ft. 

The  founder  of  this  building  and 
its  date  are  unknown :  it  is  attributed 
to  Antoninus  Pius,  whose  ancestors 
came  from  Kismes,  but  by  others  to 
Titus  and  Adrian. 

The  Visigoths  converted  it  into  a 
fortress,  and  it  was  known  as  the 
"  Castrum  Arenarum.**  The  Saracens 
occupied  it  as  such  in  the  beginning' 
of  the  8th  century,  until  expelled  by 
Charles  Martel,  who  endeavoured  to 
destroy  the  building  altogether,  by 
filling  its  vaults  and  passages  with 
wood,  and  setting  fire  to  it;  finally,^ 
down  to  the  middle  of  the  18th  cen- 
tury, it  was  occupied  by  mean  hovels, 
all  of  which  are  now  swept  away. 
Until  within  a  few  years  the  people  of 
Nismes  used  the  Arenes  for  an  enter- 
tainment called  Ferrade,  which  con- 
sisted in  teasing  a  number  of  wild 
bulls  from  the  Camargue  (p.  460.), 
previous  to  branding  them :  the  sport' 
was  but  a  poor  imitation  of  a  Spanish^' 
bull-fight,  nearly  as  cruel,  without 
being  so  exciting,  and  it  has  properly 
been  prohibited. 

Continuing  through  the  boulevard, 
from  the  Arenes,  and  passing  on  the 
1.  the  Great  Hospital,  you  reach  the 
modem  Theatre^  remarkable  only  for 
its  tasteless  portico,  contrasting  very 
unfavourably  with  a  neighbouring^ 
building,  which,  though  of  an  age 
deemed  barbarous,  shows  yet  a  far 
greater  refinement  in  taste. 

The  Maison  Carrie,  the  vulgar  name 
given  to  a  beautiful  Corinthian  tem- 
ple, a  gem  of  architecture,  which  has 
come  down  to  the  present  time  in  a 
state  of  wonderful  preservation,  con- 
sidering its  various  fortunes,  and 
the  purposes  to  which  it  has  been, 
converted.  Originally  a  temple,  con- 
secrated in  the  reign  of  Augustus, 
according  to  some ;  of  Antoninus  Pius, 
according  to  otliers :  it  became  after- 
wards a  Christian  church,  and  in  the 
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llth  century  the  H&tel  dc  Ville;  &tiU 
later,  it  was  degraded  into  a  stable, 
and  its  owner,  to  extend  his  space, 
built  walls  between  the  pillars  of  the 
portico,  and  pared  away  tlie  flutings 
of  the  central  columns  to  allow  his 
carts  to  pass ;  it  then  became  attached 
to  the  Augustine  convent,  and  was 
used  as  a  tomb-house  for  burial ;  its 
next  changes  were  into  a  revolution- 
ary tribunal  and  com  warehouse,  and 
finally,  at  present  it  is  converted  into 
a  museum. 

It  is  surrounded  by  30  elegant 
Corinthian  columns,  10  of  them  de- 
tached,  forming  the  portico,  and  20 
engaged  :  their  height  is  equal  to  10^ 
diameters ;  and  learned  architects  will 
tell  you  that  the^  proportions  are 
contrary  to  Vitruvian  rules,  and  that 
the  building  is  debased  and  defective 
in  consequence.  This,  however,  ap- 
pears a  case  in  which  ignorance  is 
bliss;  the  ordinary  and  unlearned 
spectator  will  scarcely  fail  to  be  im- 
pressed with  the  elegance  of  its  gene- 
ral effect,  as  well  as  with  the  simplicity 
of  its  form,  the  beauty  of  its  fluted 
Corinthian  columns,  and  the  richness 
of  the  capitals,  frieze,  and  cornice 
which  they  support. 

M.  Seguier,  an  antiquary  of  Nis- 
mes,  first  hit  upon  the  ingenious  idea 
of  restoring  the  inscription  on  the 
frieze  above  the  portico  from  the 
holes  left  in  it,  by  which  the  bronze 
letters  composing  it  were  attached, 
the  letters  themselves  having  long 
since  disappeared.  According  to  his 
reading,  it  ran  thus :  — 

C.  CAESARI.  AUGVSTI.  F.  COS.L.CAESARI. 

AUGtrSTI.  F.  COS. 
DESIGNATO.  PRINCIPIBUS.  JUVKNTUTIS.; 

thus  attributing  the  dedication  of 
this  temple  to  "  Marcus  and  Julius 
Ceesar,  grandsons  of  Augustus,  Con- 
suls Elect,  Princes  of  Youth.'*  The 
atylC}  however,  of  the  building,  and 
the  profusion  of  ornament,  indicate 
9  period,  much  later  than  Augustus; 
and   another  antiquary,    on  examin- 


ing the  original  state  of  the  holes 
in  the  frieze,   discovers  3  holes  pre- 
ceding  the  2  to  which  M.  Seguier*s 
first  letter  C  was  fastened,  and  thus 
converts  the  C  into  an  M.    This  slight 
alteration  shifts  the  date  of  the  Maison 
Carrde  from  the  era  of  Augustus  to 
that  of  Antoninus,  for  it  appears  that 
the  only  2  princes  bearing  such  names 
who  enjoyed  together  the  title  Prin- 
cipes   Juventutis,  after   the   sons    of 
Agrippa,  were  Marcus  Aurelius  aud 
Lucius  Verus,  adopted  sons  of  An^- 
toninus.     It  is  evident,  however,  that 
the  determination  of  the  letters  from 
such  data  must,  in  a  great  degree,  be 
a  mere   piece  of  guess-work,  owing 
to  the  confusion  and  number  of  the 
holes.      Recent  excavations  have  laid 
bare  the  foundations  of  walls  extend- 
ing on  either  side  of  the  temple,  show- 
ing that  it  was  only  the  centre  of  a 
larger  edifice,  from  which  two  long 
colonnades  extended,  in  the  manner  of 
wings,  on  either  hand,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed that  it  occupied  one  end  of  the 
ancient  forum  of  Nemausus. 

The  whole  is  now  enclosed  by  an 
iron  railing,  within  which  are  de- 
posited numerous  antique  fragments 
found  in  and  about  the  town. 

The  contents  of  the  Museum  (into 
which  the  temple  is  now  turned)  con» 
sist  of  other  antiquities,  including  a 
bronze  head  (of  Apollo?) ;  a  marble 
bust  of  Venus,  and  a  quantity  of/?/r- 
tures^  very  poor  and  common-place 
for  the  most  part,  excepting  Paul  de 
Laroche's  master-piece,  Cromwell 
opening  the  Coffin  of  Charles  I.  (?  if 
removed),  and  Nero  trying  upon  a 
Slave  the  Poison  destined  for  his  Bro- 
ther Britannicus,  by  Sigalon, 

Returning  to  the  boulevard,  and 
continuing  along  it  as  far  as  the  irre* 
gular  Place  de  la  Bouquerie,  you 
come  upon  a  handsome  canal,  sup- 
plied with  water  from  the  ancient 
Fountain  of  the  Ni/mphs.  It  must 
not,  however,  be  judged  of  at  first 
sight,  for  at  this  point  nothing  can  be 
more  unclassical ;  its  limpid  rills  are 
stained    with   soap-suds,  and   in   the 
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place  of  nymphs  a  swarm  of  blancbis- 
seuses  convert  it  into  a  public  washing 
tub.  Trace  it  upwards  however,  and 
you  will  find  its  source  within  a  fine 
Public  Garden,  planted  with  trees,  in 
the  midst  of  which  it  bursts  forth 
in  exuberant  copiousness  from  the 
foot  of  a  hilly  and  is  received  into  a 
large  reservoiri  originally  a  Roman 
bath  for  women.  It  is  surrounded 
by  a  large  colonnade  below  the  level  of 
the  ground,  and  is  conducted  through 
a  formal  canal  lined  with  masonry 
like  the  ditch  cf  a  fortification,  and 
bordered  with  a  handsome  stone  balus- 
trade. A  part  of  tliis  enclosure  is  of 
antique  masonry,  but  the  whole  has 
been  restored  in  modern  times.  It  is 
a  very  handsome,  but  formal  construc- 
tion, and  it  and  the  garden  which  it 
traverses  form  a  principal  ornament 
of  the  town.  On  one  side  of  it  is  a 
ruined  Roman  buUding,  supposed  at 
one  time  to  have  been  a  temple  of 
Diana,  but  now  regarded  as  a  Nt/ni' 
pluBum  (or  fane  dedicated  to  the 
Nymphs),  and  connected  with  the 
neighbouring  baths.  It  appears  to 
have  had  a  semi-cylindrical  roof 
rising  from  an  entablature,  supported 
by  columns.  It  is  proved  by  inscrip- 
tions to  have  been  built,  along  with 
the  baths,  by  Augustus.  It  was  re- 
duced  to  ruin  1577.  The  ancient 
aqueduct  which  the  Pont  du  Gard 
carried  across  the  valley  of  the  Gar- 
don  (seep.  461.)  terminated  in  the 
fountain  at  Nismcs,  into  whose  basin 
it  discharged  its  waters,  at  a  point 
not  far  from  this  edifice. 

The  hill  rising  behind  the  fountain, 
planted  with  trees,  and  rendered 
accessible  by  zigzag  walks,  is  sur- 
mounted by  another  singular  ancient 
monument,  known  as  La  Tourmagne, 
a  dismantled  tomb  of  rough  ashler, 
sot  unlike  several  still  existing  in  the 
vicinity  of  Rome,  but  which  has 
passed  at  different  times  with  learned 
antiquaries  for  a  lighthouse  (50  m. 
inland,  and  remote  from  any  river!), 
a  Galh'c  temple^  and  a  treasury.  It 
is  hollow  witiiin    liaving  a  rude  coni- 


cal shape,  resembling  that  of  a  glass* 
house.  The  walls  are  very  thick  below 
but  taper  upwards ;  externally  ^t  was 
an  octagon,  but  the  surface-stonework 
is  for  the  most  part  removed.  It  is^ 
perhaps,  the  oldest  building  in  the 
town.  Some  have  referred  its  origin 
to  times  preceding  the  Romans :  in 
their  time  it  was  included  in  the 
defences  of  the  town,  and  connected 
with  the  walls.  It  was  originally  filled 
with  earth,  and  it  seems  not  unlikely 
that  it  was  built  upon  a  nucleus 
of  earth,  for  its  cone  is  not  pro- 
perly vaulted,  but  consists  of  small 
stones,  held  together  by  the  strength 
of  the  cement  alone.  It  was  cleared . 
out  by  a  gardener,  who  obtained  leave 
from  Henri  IV.  to  search  the  build- 
ing for .  treasure,  a  scheme  which 
turned  out  eminently  unprofitable. 

The  situation  of  the  Tourmagne  is 
very  commanding ;  at  the  foot  of  the 
heights  on  which  it  stands  the  whole 
city  is  displayed,  and  the  distant  hori- 
zon includes  the  bifurcation  of  the 
Rhone,  and,  perhaps,  the  site  of 
Aigues  Mortes  on  the  Mediterranean. 

Kismes  retains  two  of  its  original 
Roman  gates,  the  Porie  d^Av^ttstey 
founded  in  the  reign  of  that  Emperor, 
B.  c.  16,  consisting  of  a  double  wh 
with  two  side  doors  for  foot  pas- 
sengers, flanked  by  2  towers,  and  the 
Porte  de  France. 

In  the  heart  of  the  old  town  stands 
the  Cathedral,  an  ancient  building,  but 
so  injured  during  the  wars  of  religion 
of  the  16th  and  17th  centuries,  and 
now  so  much  modernised,  as  to  possess 
little  interest  High  up,  on  the  W. 
front,  above  a  circular  window,  a  cu- 
rious sculptured  frieze,  representing 
events  from  the  book  of  Genesis,  is 
introduced  ;  it  is  very  ancient. 

The  cabinet  of  antiquities  of  M, 
Pelet,  and  the  cork  models  made  by 
him  of  the  ancient  buildings  in  Nismes, 
are  well  worth  seeing. 

There   are    12,000    ProtesUnts  at 

Nismes,  who  have  2  churches  (t^m- 

ples),  and  a  chapel :  they  have  endured 

severe  persecutions  at  different  times, 
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and  to  late  as  1815  a  horrid  massacre 
of  them  was  perpetrated  here. 

The  Maison  central  de  Detention 
was  originally  a  citadel,  erected  by 
IjOuIs  XIV.  to  keep  down  the  Pro- 
testants. 

The  manvfactures  of  Nistnes  con- 
dst  of  Tarious  articles  of  silk  and  cot- 
ton, which  change  with  the  fashion 
and  the  demand ;  it  has  targe  printing 
and  dyeing  works ;  but  cotton  hand* 
kerchiefs  seem  the  staple  production 
at  present. 

The  want  of  water  is  severely  felt 
for  3  months  of  the  year,  the  town 
being  dependant  for  the  supply  re- 
quired by  its  inhabitants  and  its  manu- 
factories on  the  single  source  already 
described.  A  considerable  trade  in 
the  wines  and  spirits  of  Languedoc,  in 
raw  silks,  and  in  oil,  is  carried  on  here. 

In  the  garden  of  the  Convent  of 
Recollets,  now  occupied  by  the  Thea- 
tre, Marshal  Villars  bad  an  interview 
in  1704  with  the  ce1d!>rated  chief  of 
the  Camisards  Cavalier,  who,  origi- 
nally a  baker's  boy,  and  at  that  time  a 
mere  youth,  had  raised  himself  by  his 
talents  for  command  and  his  fanatic 
eloquence  to  be  the  head  of  the  for- 
midable rebellion  of  the  Cevennes. 
He  appeared  on  that  occasion  magnifi- 
cently mounted,  and  attired  in  laced 
coat,  cocked  hat,  and  plume  of  white 
feathers,  escorted  by  a  body-guard  on 
horseback.  The  result  of  this- mem- 
orable conference  was  to  detach  him 
iVom  the  insurgents  by  flattery  and 
promises  of  rank  and  reward  in  the 
service  of  Louis  XIV.,  as  the  price  of 
his  defection,  coupled  with  assurances 
of  justice  and  tolerance  in  religion  to 
the  persecuted  Protestants  of  the  Ce- 
vennes. Neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
were  destined  to  be  kept  or  fulfilled. 
Villars,  however,  thus  dealt  a  death- 
blow to  the  insurrection,  by  depriving 
it  of  one  of  its  heads  ;  and  Cavalier, 
despised  and  hated  for  his  desertion 
by  his  own  party,  and  neglected  by 
the  court,  was  soon  driven  into  exile, 
•and  died  a  pensioner  at  Chelsea. 

On  the  Place  deBoucairie  in  1705 


were   erected  the  gibbet,  the  wheel, 
and  the  stake,  at  which  a  vast  number 
of  the  Camisards  concerned  in  the  re> 
bellion  of  the  Cevennes  perished  znf- 
serably,  after  suffering  the  most  horrid 
tortures  in  the  prison  of  the  fortress. 
The  most  memorable  execution  -was 
that  of  the  chiefs  (April  22)  Catenat 
and  Ravenel,  who  were  burnt  alive, 
almost  within  sight  of  the  battle  field 
where   2  years   before  they  had  de- 
feated   the   royal   forces    under    the 
Comte  de  Broglie ;  while  their  com- 
panions, Jonquet   and  Villas,    were 
broken  on  the  wheel  and  then  burnt. 
On  the  16th  August,  1704,  the  body 
of  Roland  Laporte,    general  of  the 
Camisards,  (see  p.  428.)  was  dragged 
into  Nismes  at  the  tail  of  a  cart  ttnd 
burnt,  while  5  of  his  companions  were 
broken  on  the  wheel  around  his  funeral 
pyre. 

Nismes  has  been,  even  in  recen€ 
times,  the  scene  of  bitter  conflicts 
between  the  Roman  Catholics  and 
Protestants,  and  a  fearful  and  atro- 
cious  persecution  of  the  latter,  ac* 
companied  by  horrible  murders  and 
massacres,  committed  by  ruffians 
called  Sondes  Verdets,  broke  out  in 
1815,  on  the  restoration  of  the  Bour- 
bons. The  murderers  in  many  in- 
stances went  unpunished,  and  justice^ 
seemed  almost  denied  to  the  sufferers, 
until  in  1819  the  advance  of  a  body 
of  Protestants  from  the  Cevennes 
upon  Nismes,  and  the  threat  that 
"  80,000  of  them  were  ready  to  assist 
their  brethren  with  the  weapons  of 
despair,"  put  an  end  to  the  cruel  per-- 
secution. 

Nismes  is  the  birth-plac^  of  Nicot, 
a  physician  who  first  introduced  from 
Portugal  into  France  tobacco,  (called 
after  him  Nicotiana).  Some  one  pro^ 
posed  to  raise  a  monument  to  him  in 
the  form  of  a  snuff-box,  bearing  the 
inscription,  '*  Dieu  vous  benisse.** 
M.  Guizot,  Minister  of  France,  also 
comes  from  Nismes. 

Railroads  connect  Nismes  with 
Alais  and  its  coal-field  (R.  121.); 
trains  twice  a  day;  and  with  Beau- 
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cAire  (K.  127)  $  tnCiiA  4  times  a  day. 
Another  line  is  nearly  finished  to 
MontpeUier  and  Cette. 

McUlepostes  to  Marseilles  and  Nar- 
bonne. 

Diligences  daily  to  Marseilles;  to 
MontpeUier,  Narbonne,  and  Toulouse; 
to  Avignon,  3  times ;  to  Alais  (rail- 
way); to  Lyons ;  to  Mende,  St.  Flour, 
and  .Clermont;  to  St.  Gilles  and 
Aigues  Mortes ;  to  Uz^s,  by  Alais. 
•  M.  C.  B.  D.  Frossard's  "  Nismes  et 
ses  Environs**  is  a  charming  book : 
the  author  is  a  Protestant  clergyman. 
;^  The  Pont  du  Gard  (p.  461.),  dis- 
tant about  15  miles  from  Nismes,  on 
the  way  to  Avignon,  ought  to  be  vi- 
sited expressly  by  those  whose  route 
does  not  lead  them  past  it.  It  is 
about  2  hours*  drive ;  a  carriage  may 
be  hired  for  1 2  fr.  to  go  and  return. 

About  13  miles,  nearly  due  S.,  of 
Nismes,  is  iS*^.  GiUes,  a  town  of  great 
antiquity,  originally  Rhoda  Rhodio' 
rum,  a  colony  founded  by  the  Rhod- 
ians  according  to  Pliny,  situated  on 
the  Petit  Rhone,  chiejy  remarkable 
at  present  for  its  magnificent  abbey 
ckftrchy  which  will  interest  tlie  anti- 
quary. The  upper  church  was  begun 
11 1 6,  on  a  scale  of  great  magnificence, 
by  Alphonso,  son  of  Raymond  IV.y 
Count  of  St.  GilleS)  called  Jourdain, 
because  baptised  in  the  Jordan,  but 
was  destroyed-  during  the  wars  of  re- 
ligion, having  been  turned  into  a  fort- 
ress by  the  Huguenots  In  1562,  and 
demolished,  when  no  longer  tenable 
as  such,  by  the  Due  de  Rohan,  1 622. 
It  has  been  replaced  by  a  temporary 
structure  of  late  date  and  inferior 
architecture. 

The  loufer  church,  however,  which 
is  not  subterranean,  but  on  a  level  with 
the  cloister,  is,  perhaps,  of  the  11th 
century,  having  been  dedicated,  1096, 
by  Pope  Urban  II.  ;  and  the  West 
Front  is  a  masterpiece  of  the  Roman- 
esque style,  upon  which  every  species 
of  ornamental  decoration  and  rich 
sculpture  seems  to  have  been  lavished. 
It  has  been  described  as  one  immense 
bas-relief,  crowded  with  pillars,  sta- 


tuesj  panelling,  foliage,  &c.,  combitied 
with  a  strange  infusion  of  the  elements 
of  classical  architecture,  columns,  capi- 
tals, entablatures,  and  friezes.  Sculp- 
tured lions  are  frequently  introduced 
as  supports  to  the  pillars,  and  in  other 
parts ;  and,  as  the  abbots  of  St.  Gilles, 
powerful  seigneurs  in  ancient  days, 
used  to  sit  at  the  gate  of  the  church 
to  dispense  justice,  many  of  the  old 
charters  begin  with  the  words,  "  Do- 
mino NN.  sedente  inter  leones.*'  In 
the  vestibule  of  this  church,  Ray- 
mond VI.,  Comte  de  Toulouse,  ac- 
cused of  favouring  the  persecuted 
Albigenses,  was  compelled  to  suffer, 
in  1 209,  the  ignominious  penance  of 
being  scourged  on  his  naked  back,  in 
the  presence  of  the  papal  legate  and  of 
12  French  bishops.  The  lower  church 
is  supposed  to  be  a  little  older  than 
the  porch. 

A  detached  pile  of  ruin,  behind  the 
actual  church,  is  the  only  relic  of  the 
old  priory  which  escaped  being  de- 
stroyed in  the  1 6th  century;  it  con- 
tains a  corkscrew  staircase,  called  Le 
Vis  de  St,  GitteSy  and  is  celebrated  for 
its  masterly  construction  as  a  piece  of 
masonry.     It  was  again  saved  from' 
destruction  at  the  Revolution  by  the 
influence  of  M.  Michel,  a  lawyer  of 
St.  Gilles.     In  a  narrow  street  facing- 
the  church  is  a  curious  old   house, 
deserving  attention  as  a  remarkable 
specimen  of  the  civil  arcitecture  of  the 
middle  ages. 

The  road  from  Nismes  to  Mont- 
peUier lies  across  an  extensive  plain, 
reaching  from  a  range  of  low  rocky' 
limestone  hills  on  the  N.,  the  extreme 
roots  of  the  Cevennes,  to  the  salt 
marshes  bordering  on  the  Mediter- 
ranean, S.  A  railway  is  in  progress 
from  Nismes,  to  join  that  made  from 
MontpeUier  to  Cette  (6^  leagues). 
It  passes  by  Lunel. 

The  fertile  district  to  the  W.  of 
Nismes  is  called  the  Vaunage  or, 
"Valley  of  Nages,  from  a  small  and 
reduced  town  of  that  name  a  little  to 
the  N.  of  our  road.  It  was  the  scene 
of  one  of  the  most  remarkable  en- 
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gagementt  in  the  war  of  the  CeveiMies, 

(April  6»  1704,)  in  which  Cavalier, 
at  Uie  bc»d  of  900  foot  and  SOO  horse 
well  equipped,  intending  to  waylay 
the   Marshal  de  Montreval  on  his 
way  to  MontpelUer,  was  himself  be- 
trayed into  a  vast  ambuscade,  sur« 
rounded  on  all   sides   by  the  royal 
troops  (among  whom  were  100  Irish 
from  the  Boyne),  and  caught  as  in  a 
trap.  Undismayed  by  numbers  6  times 
exceeding  his  own,  the  Camisard  chief, 
perceiving  the  design  of  the  enemy 
to  outAank  him,  wheeled  his  column 
rapidly  round  under  the  hottest  fire 
and  in  the  face  of  a  charge  of  bayo* 
nettes,  and  drew  off  his  men,  retreating 
en  echelon — ^a  masterly  manceuvre  of 
the  baker's  boy  which  drew  forth  the 
admiration  of  Marshal  Villars.     Ca- 
valier's retreat,  however,  was  cut  off; 
tlie  royal  army  occupied  every  pass, 
every    height ;   not  an  opening   re- 
mained ;    and  his  only  course  was  to 
cut  his  way  through.    Throwing  aside 
his  magnificent  uniform   and  white 
plume,  he  put  on  a  common  dress, 
and,  bidding  his  followers  close  their 
ranks,  dashed  forward  directly  against 
Che  enemy*    With  the  fiercest  struggle 
he  broke  through  the  first  line,  but 
was  soon  singled  out  and  discovered  : 
at  one  time  a  soldier  cau^t  his  horse's 
bridle,  but  a  Camisard  behind  cut  off 
the  hand ;   another  dragoon  who  had 
seized  him  he  shot  with  his  pistol.  But 
in  front  now  appeared  a  second  rank 
barring  his  way,  and  a  squadron  of 
dragoons  occupying  the  Fontdej^sni, 
the  only  issue.     The  fugitive  cavalry, 
pouring  down  upon  it,  forced  their 
way  through,  forgetful  of  their  leader, 
who  was  in  the  rear,  and  would  pro- 
bably have  been  cut  off  after  all  but 
for  his  brother,  a  boy  10  years  old, 
who  drew  up  his  horse  across  the 
bridge,  and,  with  a  pistol  presented 
to  the  fugitives,  summoned  them  to 
defend  their  chief  and  not  abandon 
him.     Cavalier,  with  the  rest  of  his 
infantry,  escaped  into  the  wood  of 
Cannes.      This    battle,    or  series  of 
combats,  extended  from  the  mill  of 


Langlade  to  the  village  of  Ha^es; 
1000  dead  were  left  on  the  fi«ld^ 
half  of  whom  were  Cunisards. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  fight 
one  of  the  Prophets  of  the  Enfauft 
de  Dieu,  named  Daniel  Gui,  planted 
on  the  top  of  a  rude,  surrounded  by  5 
or  6  prophetesses,  3  of  whom  were 
afterwards  found  among  the  slain^ 
called  on  the  God  of  battleato  favour 
their  cause* 

12  Uchau,  anciently  Ad  Odavum 
Lapidem,  (the  8th  milestone). 

The  turbulent  torrent  Vidourl^ 
which  separates  the  D^pt.  du  Gard 
from  that  of  L'Herault  is  crossed 
shortly  before  reaching 

15  Lunel,  a  town  of  6385  inhor- 
bitants,  owing  its  celebrity  and  pro»> 
peiity  to  the  sweet  wine  and  brandy 
which  form  its  chief  articles  of  com- 
merce.  The  best  Lunel  wine  is  grovm 
on  the  Cote  de  Maaet.  The  lower 
ground  in  which  the  town  is  situated 
is  often  inundated  in  winterandspring^ 
is  infested  with  mosquitoes  in  sum* 
mer,  and  with  fevers  in  autumn*. 
Human  bones,  with  pottery,  have  been 
found  in  caves  in  the  tertiary  limestmie 
at  Pondres,  6  m.  N.  of  Lund. 

About  5  m.  S.  of  Lunel  is  jttgttef 
Mortes,  singularly  situated  in  the 
midst  of  salt  marshes  and  lagoons,, 
whose  exhalations  render  it  very  uok 
healthy.  It  is  approached  by  a  causeway 
raised  above  the  marsh,  and  spanned 
midway  by  an  ancient  gate  tower.  La 
Carbonni^e.  Aigues  Mortes,  itself 
a  miserable  and  deserted  town,  is  of 
interest  only  as  a  perfect  example  of 
a  feudal  fortress ;  its  walls  and  gates, 
more  entire  and  less  altered  than  evea. 
those  of  Avignon,  give  a  perfect  idea 
of  the  art  of  fortification  in  the  13th 
century.  Its  fosse  has  been  filled  up, 
on  account  of  the  malaria  produced 
by  its  stagnant  water.  In  advance  of 
the  place,  to  the  N.,  is  a  single  round 
tower,  wliich  served  as  a  citadel,  90 
ft.  high,  65  in  diameter,  surmounted 
by  an  old  light^house  turret  of  34 
ft.  In  the  centre  of  each  floor  is 
a  hole,  communicating  with  a  reser* 
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voir  for  w«ter  below.  Some  of  its 
chambers  served  as  a  prison,  in  which 
Protestants,  chiefly  females,  who  re* 
fused  to  abjure  their  faith,  were  con- 
fined after  the  Revocation  of  the 
Edict  of  Nantes.  Some  of  them  had 
been  shut  up  here  for  35  years,  when 
they  were  released  in  1769.  From  the 
upper  story  of  this  tower  the  Camisard 
chief  Abraham,  with  1 7  companions, 
made  a  wonderful  escape,  letting 
themselves  down  from  a  height  of 
80  feet,  by  their  blankets  tied  to- 
gether. This  tower  is  called  Tour 
de  Constance,  for  what  reason  is  un- 
known. It  is  proved  to  have  been 
built  by  St.  Louis,  who  embarked 
here  on  his  unsuccessful  Crusade  in 
1270,  having  assembled  at  this  spot  a 
fleet  of  800  galleys,  and  an  army  of 
4O,00O  m«n.  As  Aigues  Mortes  lies 
nearly  3  m.  inland,  some  have  supposed 
from  this  that  the  sea  must  have  retired 
since  the  13th  century;  modern  in- 
vestigations have  proved,  however,  the 
existence  of  a  small  port  close  to  the 
town,  in  whose  walls  the  ancient 
mooring  rings  still  remain  ;  and  of  a 
canal,  now  filled  with  sand,  extending 
thence  to  the  harbour  of  Graudu  Roi, 
on  the  sea,  doubtless  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous for  the  royal  fleet.  The  walls  of 
the  town  were  built  after  the  death  of 
St.  Louis,  in  Africa,  by  his  son  Philippe 
le  Hardi,  on  the  plan,  it  is  said,  of  those 
of  Damietta.  Sa\t  is  the  chief  article 
of  commerce  produced  in  the  vicinity ; 
and  after  the  massacre  by  the  royal 
forces,  aided  by  the  townsfolk,  of  the 
Burgundian  troops,  who  had  obtained 
possession  of  the  town  in  1421, 
the  bodies  of  the  slain  were  thrown 
into  the  tower  still  called  Tour  des 
Botu^inons  between  layers  of  salt,  it 
is  said  in  order  to  prevent  their  putre- 
fying and  breeding  maisma  in  the 
town.  In  1538  an  interview  took 
place  here  between  tlie  Cmperor 
Charles  V.  and  Francis  I. ;  and  in 
1542  the  Turkish  corsair  Barbarossa, 
the  ally  of  the  French  king  against 
the  emperor,  moored  his  fleet  in  tlie 
harbour. 


There"  is  little  to  observe  on  the 
road  between  Lunel  and  Montpellier; 
the  country  rich  and  monotonously 
flat. 

10  Columbier,alandofoil  and  wine. 

ISMontpeilier, — Inns:  H.  duMidi; 
best,  very  good,  but  insects : — H.  de 
Londres ;  good  :— .-H.  des  Ambassa- 
deurs.  The  name  of  Montpellier,  fa- 
miliar to  every  one  who  has  been  in  an 
English  watcring-place,  as  the  type  of 
salubrity  and  mildness  of  climate,  will 
not  in  reality  answer  the  expectations 
of  those  who  anticipate  either  a  soft  air 
or  a  beautiful  position.  Indeed  it  is 
difficult  to  understand  how  it  came  to 
be  chosen  by  the  physicians  of  the 
North  as  a  retreat  for  consumptive 
patients  ;  since  nothing  can  be  more 
trying  to  weak  lungs  than  its  variable 
climate,  its  blazing  sunshine  alter- 
nating with  the  piercingly  cold  blasts 
of  the  mistral.  Though  its  sky  be  clear, 
its  atmosphere  is  filled  with  dust,  which 
must  be  hurtful  to  the  lungs ;  and 
the  glare  from  the  chalky  ground  and 
white  houses,  unmodified  by  shade, 
are  exceedingly  painful  to  the  eyes. 
The  town  is  chef  lieu  of  tlte  D^- 
partement  de  PHdrault,  and  a  place  of 
importance,  since  it  contains  40,746 
inhabitants;  in  its  streets  and  build- 
ings it  is  not  much'  distinguished. 

The  Promenade  de  Peyrou  (a  pro- 
vincial form  for  pierreux,  stony,  the 
spot  having  been  originally  a  bare 
rock),  an  elevated  platform,  reached 
by  flights  of  stairs,  and  surrounded  by 
balustrades  in  the  style  of  the  time  of 
Louis  XIV.  was  constructed  1766, 
and  is  referred  to  as  the  ne  plus  ultra 
of  a  public  walk ;  but  its  avenues  are 
stunted  and  chary  of  shade,  and  its 
grass  plats  are  rubbed  bare.  At  the 
extremity  of  it  rises  the  Chateau 
d*£au,  a  sort  of  fountain-temple, 
which  receives  and  distributes  tlirough 
the  town  the  waters  conveyed  across 
the  fertile  valley  from  the  opposite 
hill  by  the  Aqtieditct,  a  very  noble 
construction,  though  modern,  begun 
1753,  consisting  of  53  large  arches, 
surmounted  by  1 83  smaller,  measur- 
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ing  2,896  ft.  The  source  whence  the 
water  is  derived  is  about  2  m.  distant. 
The  beauty  of  the  view  from  the 
Pejrrou  has  been  somewhat  exagger- 
ated ;  the  Pyrenees  are  too  distant  to 
give  it  interest,  though  the  peak  of 
the  Canigou  is  said  to  be  sometimes 
▼isible ;  the  Mediterranean  is  ill  re- 
presented in  its  border  of  marshes  and 
lagoons,  an  1  the  Alps  (in  spite  of  what 
the  guide  tooks  say)  are  out  of  the 
scope  of  vision.  The  chief  feature  is 
the  bare  Pic  de  St  Loup,  a  buttress  of 
the  Cerennes  projecting  from  the  N., 
visible  from  the  road  to  Nismes.  On 
the  S.  is  seen  the  church  tower  of 
Maguelonne. 

The  town  gate  on  one  side  of 
the  Peyrou  was  erected  to  com- 
memorate the  glories  of  the  reign  of 
Louis  XIV.  The  bas-reliefs  to- 
wards the  town  are  meant  to  repre- 
sent the  union  of  the  Mediterranean 
to  the  Atlantic  by  the  Canal  du  Midi, 
and  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Nantes,  the  one  a  benefit,  the  other  a 
curse  to  France.  There  are,  indeed, 
mournful  recollections  connected  with 
the  Peyrou ;  here  was  raised,  during 
the  reigns  of  Louis  XIV  and  XV, 
the  scaffolds  on  which  perished,  by 
being  burnt  alive  or  broken  alive  on 
the  wheel,  not  only  many  of  the  fa- 
natic Camisards,  among  others  their 
chief  Castanet,  but  also  many  <<  Pas- 
tors of  the  Desert,*'  protestant  minis- 
ters  whose  only  crime  was  praying  to 
God  according  to  the  impulse  of  their 
own  conscience. 

The  Jardin  des  I^cmies  was  the  first 
established  in  France,  in  the  reign  of 
Henri  IV.,  and  it  is  well  kept  up. 
Here  may  be  seen  the  Galactodendron, 
the  cow  or  milk  tree  of  S.  America, 
mentioned  by  Humboldt  In  one 
corner  of  the  garden,  shaded  by  cy- 
press, is  an  arched  recess,  fenced  with 
a  trellis  rail,  within  which  a  simple 
tablet  bears  these  words,  **  Placandis 
Ndrcissie  manibus.**  This  is  pointed 
out  as  the  tomb  of  Mrs.  Temple,  the 
adopted  daughter  of  Young,  the  poet, 
y^'ho  died  suddenly  here,  at  a  time 


when  the  atrocious  laws  which 
companied  the  Revocation  of  the 
Bdict  of  Nantes,  backed  by  the  super^ 
stition  of  a  fanatic  populace,  denleil 
Christian  burial  to  Protestants.  Sudi 
a  refusal  gave  rise  to  the  following' 
passage  in  the  '*  Night  Thoughts  *' 

"  Snatch'd  ere  thy  prime !  and  in  thy  bridal 

hour ! 
And  when  kind  fortune,  with   thr    lover. 

smUedl 
And  when  high-flavourM  thy  fresh  opening 

joysl 
And  when  blind  man  pronounced  thy  bliaa 

complete  t 
And  on  a  foreign  shore,  where  strangers  wept ! 
Strangers  to  thee ;  and,  more  surprising  still. 
Strangers  to  kindness,  wept :  their  eyes  letlaU. 
Inhuman  tears !  strange  tears  I  that  trickled 

down 
From  marble  hearts  !  obdurate  tenderness  I 
A  tenderness  that  call'd  them  more  severe ; 
In  spite  of  nature's  soft  persuasion  steelM  ; 
While  nature  melted,  superstition  raved  ; 
That  raourn'd  Oto  dead,  and  this  denied  a 

{(rave, 
ed  the  charity  of  dust  to  spread 
O'er  dust  I  a  cliarity  their  d<^s  enjoy. 
What  could  I  do  ? .  What  succour  ?    "What 

resource  ? 
With  pious  sacrilege,  a  grave  1  stole ; 
With  impious  piety*  that  srave  I  wroog'd  ; 
Short  in  my  duty ;  coward  in  my  grief ! 
More  like  her  murderer,  than  friend,  I  cr^t. 
With  soft-suspended  step,  and  muffled  de<». 
In  midnight  darkness,  whisper'd  my  last  sigh. 
I  whisper'd  what  should  echo  through  their 

realms ; 
Nor  wilt  her  name  whose  tomb  shouki  pierce 

the  skies." 

Evidence  has  been  brought  forward 
to  prove  that  Nardssa  (Mrs.  Temple) 
was,  in  reality,  buried  at  Lyons. 

The  student  of  medicine  should  not* 
fail  to  see  the  Ecole  de  Mideixne,  situ* 
ated  in  the  old  building  formerly  the 
bishop's  palace.    It  eoptains  valuable 
anatomical  collections,  and  the  do&. 
tor*s  robe,  with  which  Rabelais  waa 
here  installed,  and  which  is  employed 
for  the  same  purpose  at  present ;  but 
so  much  patched  and  mended   that 
scarcely  a  thread  of  the  original  gar- 
ment remains.     The  school  of  medi- 
cine here  is  of  great  antiquity,  having 
been  founded,  it  is  said,  by  Arab  phy- 
sicians, driven  out  of  Spain  ^  and  pa- 
tronised by  the  Comtes  de  Montpel- 
lier.     Adjoining  this  building  is  the 
Cathedral,  modernised,  and  o£  no  in- 
terest.    It  has  a  singular  porch,  pr»- 
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jeeting  from  the  wall,  and  resting  on 
S  round  piers,  or  turrets.  The  build* 
ing  suffered  much  from  the  Hugue- 
nots. It  contains  an  altar  piece  by 
Sebastian  Bmirdon,  a  native  of  Mont- 
peliier, the  Fall  of  Simon  Magus. 

The  principal  object  of  curiosity 
here,  however,  is  the  Musee  Fabre, 
named  from  its  founder,  a  native  of 
Montpeliier,  an  artist,  and  the  friend 
of  Alfieri.  It  comprises  a  collection 
of  paintings,  of  an  excellence  rarely 
found  away  from  the  capital ;  among 
them  a  portrait  of  Lorenzo  de*  Me- 
dicis,  father  of  Catherine  de*  Medici 
(d.  1519),  by  Raphael^  probably  ge- 
nuine, and  good ;  and  a  head  of  a 
Young  Man  with  a  Beard,  also  at- 
tributed to  Raphael,  brought  from  a 
villa  near  Sienna;  and  at  least  a 
good  copy  by  his  scholars,  if  not 
original.  There  are  also  many  other 
pictures  of  the  Italian  schools,  and  a 
number  bv  artists  of  the  modern 
French  school. 

The  library  of  Affieri,  extending 
to  15,000  volumes,  including  many 
works  on  art,  is  also  deposited  in  this 
museum. 

Cambaceres,  Grand  Chamberlain  of 
Napoleon,  Seb.  Bourdon,  the  painter, 
and  Chaptal,  the  chemist,  were  born 
here. 

Montpeliier  has  some  considerable 
manufactures  of  cottons,  dye  works, 
&c.  ;  and  some  which  are  nearly  pe- 
culiar to  itself  and  its  neighbourhood, 
such  as  the  making  of  verdigris,  which 
is  obtained  by  laying  plates  of  copper 
between  layers  of  grape  husks,  and 
allowing  them  to  remain  in  cellars  for 
18  or  20  days,  after  which  the  coating 
of  green  rust  (acetate  of  copper),  pro- 
duced by  the  oxidising  of  the  metal 
plates  by  the  grape  juice,  is  scraped  oiT. 
Hiere  are  extensive  chemical  works 
here,  founded  by  theComte  de  Chap- 
tal, consisting  of  alum,  Prussian  blue, 
sulphuric  and  nitric  acids ;  also  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  perfumes,  es- 
sences, and  liqueurs.  The  distilleries 
of  brandy  from  the  wines  of  the  dis- 
trict are  very  numerous* 


The  excellent  Roquefort  cheese  is 
made  about  15  ra.  to  the  N.  of  this, 
in  the  D^partement  de  la  Loz^re.  (See 
p.  412.) 

Diligences  daily,  to  Nismes  and 
Marseilles ;  to  Toulouse ;  to  Perpig- 
nan. 

A  railway,  about  20  m.  long,  has 
been  formed  from  Montpeliier  to 
Cette.  It  passes  through  Villeneuve, 
whose  church  is  in  part  as  old,  pro- 
bably, as  the  8th  century,  and  Fron^ 
tignan,  celebrated  for  its  sweet  wine, 
the  best  being  of  the  kind  called 
Muscat. 

The  flourishing  town  and  sea-port 
of  Cette  (H.  du  Grand  Galion), 
contains  a  population  of  13,413, 
and  is  situated  on  a  tongue  of  land 
running  between  the  sea  and  the  salt 
lake,  called  Etang  de  Thau  :  it  stands 
at  the  foot  of  an  eminence,  surmounted 
by  a  fort  The  town  is  entered  by  a 
causeway  elevated  above  the  lagoon, 
and  by  a  bridge  of  52  arches.  The 
town  was  founded  by  Louis  XIV.;  and 
the  works  of  the  harbour,  piers,  &c. 
were  executed  by  Riquet,  the  engineer 
of  the  Cajial  du  Midi,  There  is  an  ex- 
tensive manufacture  here  of  the  winet 
of  all  countries,  port,  sherry,  claret, 
champagne  for  the  English  and  other 
markets,  by  the  mixture  of  various 
kinds  of  French  and  Spanish  wine 
and  brandy;  Benicarlo  wine  being 
imported  from  Spain  to  mix  with  in- 
ferior claret.  Tlie  salt  works  on  the 
lagoon  are  numerous.  In  1710  a 
descent  was  made  here  from  the  fleet 
of  Commodore  Norris  by  a  small 
British  force  designed  to  cause  a 
diversion  on  the  side  of  Spain,  and 
efi*ect  a  junction  with  the  insurgents 
of  the  Cevennes.  They  took  possession 
of  Cette,  but  after  holding  it  for  a  few 
days  were  driven  back  to  their  ships 
with  some  loss. 

Steamers  ply  hence  to  Marseilles; 
passage  in  10  or  12  hours. 

A  steamer  navigates  the  Etang  de 
Thau  to  the  mouth  of  the  Canal  du 
Midi ;  36  hours  are  required  to  reach 
Toulouse  from  Cette  by  the  canal. 
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owiQg  to  the  number  of  locks.  A  canal 
passes  through  tlie  series  of  lagoons 
from  this  to  Aigues  Mortes,  fenced  in 
by  dykes  of  stone  or  mud,  and  thence  to 
Beaucaire.  The  Canal  du  Midi  opens 
out  also  into  the  Etang  de  Thau,  and 
thus  Cette  communicates  both  with 
the  Rhone  and  Garonne, 

Tlie  ruined  church  of  Magueltmne, 
on  an  island  between  the  sea  and  the 
lagoons,  beyond  the  Canal  du  Grave, 
will  interest  the  antiquary,  but  he  will 
require  a  guide  to  it  across  the  heath 
and  marsh,  though  the  distance  is  only 
6  m.  from  Montpellier.  It  appears 
more  like  ^  castle  tbana  church,  little 
ornament  being  expended  on  its  ex- 
terior. Its  W.  doorway  is  curious, 
consisting  of  a  pointed  arch  of  colour- 
ed marble,  resting  on  a  sculptured* 
frieze,  with  a  bas-relief  of  the  Saviour 
in  the  tympanum,  and  a  triangu- 
lar bas-relief  on  either  side  of  the 
door,  representing  St.  Peter  with  the 
Keys,  and  St.  Paul  with  the  Sword. 
The  body  of  the  church,  a  nave  end- 
ing in  an  apse,  contains  some  ancient 
tombs  of  bishops,  but  is  filled  with 
hay.  The  building  dates  from  1110 
to  1180.  It  is  the  sole  relic  of  a 
populous  town  which  existed  on  this 
spot  down  to  the  16th  century. 

The  road  from  Montpellier  to 
Narbonne  passes  through  a  country 
abounding  in  vineyards,  which  cover 
all  the  low  ground,  while  olives  occupy 
the  hills :  it  is  very  thickly  inhabited. 

1 1  Fabregues. 

8  Gigean  ;  from  this  the  town  of 
Cette,  rising  on  a  promontory  out  of 
the  sea,  is  well  seen.  Skirting  the 
margin  of  the  lagoon  of  Tiiau  we 
proceed  to 

1 2  Meze.  Near  this  are  the  baths 
of  Balarue,  supplied  by  a  hot  salt 
spring :  they  are  good  for  rheumatism, 
paralysis,  &c. 

Beyond  Meze  the  road  turns  away 
from  the  sea;  the  country  is  very 
pretty,  especially  in  the  vicinity  of 

1 8  Pezenas,  a  town  of  7800  inhabit- 
ants, agreeably  situated  c  '  t^he  I.  bank 
of  the  H^rault,  at  the  coi.  ^uence  of 


the  Peine.  It  was  anciently  called 
Pissenacum.  Moliere  wrote  here  bis 
comedy  Les  Precieuses  B  Idicules,  while 
director  of  a  troop  of  strolling  players. 
Ttie  chair  in  which  he  used  to  sit»  to 
be  shaved  by  the  barber,  is  still  pre. 
served  in  the  town.  Pezenas  is  one  o€ 
the  chief  brandy  markets  in  £urope* 

10  La  Begude  de  Jordy. 

11  Beiiers. — Inns:  H.  du  N'ord, 
C.  ;  —  Poste  ;  dirty,  but  civil :  — 
Croix  Blanche. 

Beziers,  an  ancient  town  of  16,779 
inhabitants,  has  an  imposing  appear- 
ance at  a  distance,  seated  as  it  is  upon 
a  commanding  eminence,  its  topmost 
building  being  its  cathedral.     The  in- 
terior, however,  is  confined,  |]r]ooniyi 
and  filthy,  with  a  poverty-stricken  air. 
The  view  from  the  Terrace,  in  front  of 
the  cathedral  end  eveche,  is  fine,  ex- 
tending over  the  course  of  the  Orbe, 
and  of  the  Canal  du  Midi,  both  of 
which  pass  near  the  foot  of  the  hill, 
and  pursue' their  way  to  the  sea  in 
different  directions.  The  Cathedral  of 
St.  Nazaire  is  a  Gothic  building,  sur- 
mounted by  battlements,  so  as  some- 
what to  resemble  a  castle  externally, 
and  contains  some  old  painted  glass. 
It  was  the  chief  scene  of  the  horrible 
slaughter   of  1209,  with  which   the 
name  of  Beziers  is  always  associated, 
at  that  terrible  siege  by  the  crusading 
army  raised  at  the  call  of  the  Romish 
church  to  exterminate  the  unfortunate 
Albigenses,  who  were  numerous  in 
this  devoted   city.     The   inhabitants 
refusing  to  yield,  the  crusaders  forced 
their  way  into  the  town,  their  leaders 
being    its    bishop    and    the  abb^  of 
Citeaux,  who  had  prepared  a  list  of 
the  proscribed  persons.     In  the  con- 
fusion of  the  assault,   however,   the 
soldiers  were  perplexed  to  distinguish 
the  heretics  from  the  orthodox ;  "  Kill 
alV  exclaimed  the  abbot ;  "  the  Lord. 
will  recognise  his  own ;  **  (Caedite  eos, 
novit  enim  Dominus  qui  sunt  ejus). 
The  result  was  the  massacre  of  every 
living  soul,  to  the  number  of  60,000, 
according  to  some  historians,  though . 
the  abbot  of  Citeaux  himself,  in  his . 
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letter  to  Innocent  III.,  humbly  avows 
that  he  could  only  slay  20,000. 

The  chief  trade  here  is  in  £au  de 
Vie,  produced  in  the  numerous  dis- 
tilleries. On  the  Promenade  is  a 
Statue  in  bronze  of  Paul  Riquet, 
Baron  de  Bonrepos,  a  native  of  Be- 
ziers,  the  engineer  of  tlie  Canal  du 
Jdidiy  which  is  carried  through  9  locks 
close  to  the  town.  (See  Route  93.) 
It  opens  into  the  sea,  13  m.  S.  of 
this,  at  Agde,  called  "  Ville  Noire,'* 
from  the  black  volcanic  basalt  of 
>vhich  it  is  built.  Agde  (8230  inhab.) 
has  a  curious  catJiedrai,  and  a  cloister, 
whose  arcades  are  perfect,  though 
walled  up.  The  Herault  is  here 
crossed  by  a  suspension  bridge. 

Hence,  to  Narbonne,  the  country 
is  very  uninteresting. 

10  Nissan.  Tlie  Etang  de  Capes- 
tang  is  passed  on  the  rt.,  and  the 
river  Aude  (Atax),  which  gives  its 
name  to  the  dept.,  is  crossed  between 
this  and 

16  Narbonne,- — Inns:  H.  de  la 
Dorade :  —  de  I'Europe. 

This  very  ancient  town,  was  the 
Narbo  Martins  of  the  Romans,  one  of 
the  first  colonies  established  by  them 
beyond  the  Alps,  and  capital  of  the  vast 
province  of  Gallia  Narbonnensis, 
which  extended  from  the  Alps  to  the 
Pyrenees.  It  was  the  spot  where  Julius 
Caesar  settled  the  remains  of  his  10th 
Legion,  at  the  termination  of  the  civil 
wars,  and  the  "  pulcherrima  Narbo  '* 
of  Martial ;  yet  it  retains  surprisingly 
scanty  vestiges  of  its  ancient  masters 
compared  with  the  importance  and 
celebrity  which  it  maintains  in  history. 
Not  one  Roman  building  remains; 
and  the  chief  traces  of  its  former 
splendour  are  the  numerous  bas- 
reliefs,  friezes,  inscriptions,  &c.,  built 
into  the  town  wails,  erected  by  Fran- 
cis  I.,  who  fortified  the  place  with 
the  ruins  of  Roman  buildings.  The 
ramparts  may  consequently  be  looked 
upon  as  a  museum  of  antiquities.  A 
local  antiquarian  society,  however,  has 
recently  collected  together  in  its  mu- 
seum a  number   of  fragments,  and 


several  antique  tombs  of  the  3rd  and 
4th  centuries,  a  bas-relief  of  2  Eagles 
supporting  a  Garland,  &c. 

Attached  to  the  Ardievechi,  a  heavy 
castellated  building,  rises  a  square 
tower,  the  lower  part  of  which,  of  large 
cubical  stones,  dates  probably  from  the 
time  of  the  Lower  Empire,  and  the 
upper  part  from  the  8th  century.  This 
building  retains  one  curious  doorway. 
Within  it  Louis  XIII.  signed  the 
order  for  the  delivery  of  Cinq  Mars 
and  De  Thou  to  a  commission  named 
by  their  enemy  the  Cardinal  Richelieu 
for  trial. 

The  Cathedral  of  St.  Just  is  a  fine 
Gothic  edifice,  of  wlych  the  choir  only 
is  finished.  It  was  founded  in  1 272 ; 
the  height  of  the  roof  is  40  metres, 
(?  131  ft.).  The  side  chapels  were 
added  during  the  1 3th  century ;  and 
some  of  the  windows  having  flambo- 
yant tracery  are  of  the  16th.  There  is 
a  good  deal  of  painted  glass  in  them. 
The  high  altar  is  rich  in  marble  of  the 
country.  The  magnificent  white  mar- 
ble monument  of  Bishop  de  la  Jugie 
(1272)  is  a  model  of  Gothic  art  o  1 
the  13th  century,  and  well  worth 
study.  The  statues  of  saints  and 
bishops  are  admirably  executed,  iii 
reference  to  expression,  attitude,  and 
drapery.  There  are  several  other 
tombs  of  the  16th  century,  and  a  fine 
organ  of  the  age  of  Louis  XI I L 

Behind  the  altar  are  some  curious 
iron  seats,  in  the  form  of  an  X.,  of 
considerable  antiquity.  Sebastian  del 
Piombo's  celebrated  picture.  The 
Raising  of  Lazarus,  now  in  tlie  Na- 
tional Gallery,  was  painted  for  this 
church :  there  is  a  copy  of  it  here. 
The  church  of  St,  Paul,  founded 
1229,  may  interest  the  architect.  The 
carved  capitals  of  the  columns  are 
most  singular,  and  many,  represent- 
ing devils,  &c.,  as  unsuitable  as  pos- 
sible to  a  church. 

Narbonne  is  a  city  of  10,792  inha» 
bitants,  but,  though  once  so  impor- 
tant, it  is  now  not  even  chef  lieu  of 
the  department.  It  is  about  8  m. 
from  the  sea ;  and  a  branch  of  the 
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Canal  du  Midi,  called  La  Robine,  runs 
througl)  it  to  the  Mediterranean.  It 
is  an  intricate,  curious,  but  lifeless 
place,  though  it  possesses  some  manu- 
factures. The  honey  of  Narbonne  is 
the  best  in  France ;  it  is  rery  i»hite, 
and  has  a  highly  aromatic  flavour. 
A  distant  view  of  the  Pyrenees  is  ob- 
tained from  hence. 

The  two  great  roads,  to  Perpignan 
(R.  94.  )•  and  to  Toulouse  (R.  93. )» 
branch  off  from  this.  Diligences  tra- 
verse both  daily. 

The  Canal  du  Midi  is  shortly  de- 
scribed in  R.  93. 


ROUTE  127. 

MISMES  TO  MARSEILLES  AKO  KICK,  BT 
JUEAUCAIRB,  ABLES,  TOULON,  AND 
HTBBES. 

A  Railway  from  Nismes  to  Beau- 
caire  ;  trains  4  times  a  day  and  10  or 
IS  times  during  the  fair  of  Beau- 
caire ;  it  takes  carriages ;  the  journey 
is  performed  in  35  min.;  the  distance 
24  kilom.  s  15  m.  This  railroad  is  a 
continuation  of  that  from  Alais  to  ^s- 
mes  (R.  121.}.  It  is  carried  through 
cine  grounds  and  vineyards,  and  on 
approaching  Beaucaire  is  terraced 
along  the  shoulder  of  a  hill  overlook- 
ing the  muddy  Rhone,  and  the  canal 
leading  to  Cette.  It  passes  one  or 
two  small  tunnels  and  cuttings. 

The  post  road  from  Nismes  is  car- 
ried through 

1 1   Carbussot  to 

14  Beaucaire  (Inn :  H.  du  Grand 
Jardin,  tolerable),  where  there  are  no 
post-horses,  and  it  is  therefore  neces- 
sary to  cross  the  Rhone  to 

1  Tarascon, 

Both  described  in  R.  125^  p.  454. 

There  are  2  roads  hence  to  Mar- 
seilles, either  by  St  Remy»  whose  2 
Roman  buildings  are  described  (R. 
125- ,  p.  455. )  and  Orgon  (in  R.  1 28.), 
or  along  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhone  to 

15  Arlvs,  described  in  R.  125.,  p. 
456. 

The  road  on  issuing  out  of  Aries 


passes    the    antique  ^Necropolla    of 
Aliscamp  (p.  459- )}  and  near  an  aque- 
duct, comprinng  part  of  the  line  of  m 
Roman    one,    which    conveyed     the 
waters  of  the  Durance  by  St.  Remj 
to  Aries.     Between  Aries  and  Salon 
our   road  traverses  the  Crau,  a    sin* 
gular  stony  plain  extending  S.  to  the 
Mediterranean,  covered  all  over  with 
rolled  boulders  and  pebbles,  deposited 
doubtless  by  the  Rhone  and  its  tri* 
butaries,  especially  the  Durance  un- 
der circumstances  differing  from  th^ 
present     physical    condition.       Thia 
"campus  lapideus  "  was  well  known  to 
the  ancients ;  not  only  is  it  described 
by  Strabo,  Pliny,  and  Mela,  but  JEs* 
chylus,  in  a  fragment  preserved   by 
Pomponius  Mela,  lays  on  it  the  seene 
of  the  combat  between  Hercules  and 
the  Ligurians,  when  the  son  of  Jove, 
having  exhausted  his  arrows,  was  sup« 
plied  with  artillery  from  heaven  by 
a  discharge  of  stones  from  the   sky 
sent  for  bis  use  by  Jupiter. 

^m^Jth  ifi*i0tie  fif^its  XJyvf  trrf»r»9. 

One  ancient  writer  remarks  that 
the  assistance  of  Jupiter  would  have 
been  more  effectual  had  he  showered 
down  the  stones  at  once  on  the  heads 
of  the  Ligurians.  Such  is  the  my- 
thological history  of  the  Crau.  Its 
modern  name  is  traced  by  some  to 
the  Celtic  crat^,  a  rock.  (?)  •*  It  is 
composed  entirely  of  shingle,  bein^ 
so  uniform  a  mass  of  round  stones, 
some  to  the  size  of  a  man's  bead,  but 
of  all  sizes  less,  that  the  newly  thrown 
up  shingle  of  a  sea-shore  is  hardly 
less  free  from  soil;  beneath  these 
surface  stones  is  not  so  much  a  sand 
as  a  cemented  rubble,  a  small  mix- 
ture of  loam.  Vegetation  is  rare  and 
miserable ;  some  of  the  absinthium 
and  lavender  so  low  and  poor  as 
scarcely  to  be  recognised;  and  2  or 
3  miserable  grasses,  with  Centaurea 
calycitropes  and  solstitialis,  were  the 
principal  plants  I  could  find."— -i^. 
Vouny* 
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Through  the  greater  portion  of  its 
extent  its  condition  is  that  of  a  semi- 
desert,  but  under  the  stones  which 
corer  it  grows  a  short  sweet  herbage, 
which  the  sheep,  accustomed  to  the 
locality,  obtain  by  turning  oyer  the 
stones.  It  is  consequently  covered 
over  with  flocks  in  the  winter  months 
driven  hither  from  the  French  Alps, 
where  they  spend  the  summer,  and 
^passing  annually  to  and  fro  like  the 
merino  flocks  of  the  Mesta  in  Spain, 
where  the  practice  of  migrating  from 
the  plains  to  the  Pyrenees,  and  vice 
versd,  is  as  old  as  the  7th  century. 
Here,  however,  it  must  be  traced  to 
3  far  earlier  period,  since  it  is  men- 
tioned by  Pliny,  "e  longinquis  re- 
gionibus  pecudum  millibus  conve- 
nientibus  ut  vescantur.'* 

The  small  portion  of  the  Crau,  how- 
ever, which  can  be  reached  by  irrig- 
ation is  exceedingly  fertile,  pro- 
ducing vines,  olives,  mulberries,  and 


com.     Arthur   Young    says 


the 


meadows  I  viewed  are  among  the 
most  extraordinary  spectacles  the 
world  can  afford,  in  respect  to  the 
amazing  contrast  between  the  soil  in 
its  natural  and  in  its  watered  state, 
covered  richly  and  luxuriantly  with 
clover,  chicory,  rib  grass,  and  avena 
elatior."  The  chief  means  by  which 
tills  useful  purpose  is  effected  is  the 
Canal  de  Craponne,  so  called  from  its 
projector,  who  began  it  in  1554  ;  it  is 
out  from  the  Durance  at  a  place  called 
La  Roque,  and  extends  to  the  Rhone 
at  Aries,  a  distance  of  SS  m. ,  sending 
out  branches  to  Salon  and  elsewhere. 
The  whole  agriculture  of  the  district 
depends  upon  this  canal  as  Egypt 
does  upon  the  Nile.  It  is  besides 
ef  considerable  use  in  turning  oil  and 
corn  mills.  It  is  followed  for  a  con- 
siderable distance,  and  crossed  by 
our  road.  Previous  to  its  construc- 
tion the  stony  desert  reached  up  to 
tile  very  outskirts  of  Aries  and  Salon. 
In  the  remoter  and  uncultivated  parts 
of  the  Crau,  the  minzge,  which  so 
often  in  the  African  deserts  cheats  the 
parched  traveller  with   the  appear- 


ance of  inland  lakes  in  spots  most 
destitute  of  water,  is  of  fVequent  oo* 
currence.  The  irrigation  and  eva- 
poration from  a  vast  body  of  stagnant 
water  renders  this  district  very  un- 
healthy, and  the  funereal  cypresses, 
thickly  planted  around  all  the  houses, 
are  symbolic  of  the  fiite  of  their  in- 
habitants worn  out  with  fever  and 
ague. 

16  Le  Lion  d*Or  is  a  solitary  post* 
house.  The  plun  ends  and  hills  are 
reached  near 

22  Salon.  — Inn$:  Postet  Croix 
de  Malte. 

A  rather  considerable  town  of 
6000  inhabitants,  carrying  on  an  im- 
portant trade  in  olive  oil.  The  high- 
road is  carried  through  a  sort  of 
Boulevard,  in  the  neat  modem  quar- 
ter enclosing  the  old  town;  and 
passes  the  CastUf  said  to  be  that  of 
Nostradamus,  now  a  barrack.  That 
celebrated  astrologer  died  here  1566, 
and  is  buried  in  the  parish  church,  a 
handsome  Gothic  building. 

The  road  hence  to  Aix  is  hilly; 
it  passes  on  the  1.  the  Chsiteau  de 
Labarben,  a  striking  edifice  of  large 
size,  part  modem  but  flanked  by  feudal 
towers,  belonging  to  le  Marquis  d6 
Forbiii.     At 

17  St.  Cannat  we  enter  Route  128, 
and  follow  it  to 

16  Jix,  described  Route  128. 

A  considerable  range  of  bills  in- 
tervenes between  Aix  and  the  sea 
coast ;  the  pandy  and  dusty  road,  cut 
up  by  carts,  is  generally  in  bad  order ; 
it  passes  on  the  rt.  the  Chateau  of 
Albertas,  and  on  the  I.  the  older 
feudal  tower,  belonging  to  its  former 
owners,  and  constantly  mounting 
higher  and  higher,  reaches  the  relay 
of 

14  Le  Pin.  At  the  hamlet  of 
Les  Tours,  S  m.  from  Marseilles,  it 
reaches  the  brow  of  a  hill  called 
la  Vista,  from  its  beautiful  view  of 
the  Mediterranean,  whose  deep  blue 
compensates  in  part  for  the  want  of 
verdure  on  the  land.  From  thui 
height  the  city  of  Marseilles,  and  its 
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oountless  hutidies,  and  the  islands  off 
the  harbour  mouth»  are  well  seen, 
while  a  clump  of  umbrella  pines  forms 
a  pleasing  foreground.  Down  this 
hill  the  road  proceeds  b^  an  uninter- 
rupted descent  into  the  suburbs  of 

15  MAasEiLLBS  —  Jnus :  Hotel 
d*Orient ;  a  first-rate  hotel,  splendidly 
furnished  with  all  comforts,  has  a 
good  and  respectablj-attended  table- 
d'hote,  but  it  is  dear;  table  d'hote, 
4fr.: — Hotel  Richelieu  ;  good,  quiet, 
and  moderate,  kept  by  three  old 
ladies.  Dejeuner  k  la  fourchette,  2  fr. ; 
table  d*h6te,  excellent,  3  fr.: — Hotel 
Beaureau ;  like  all  the  inns  near  the 
port,  suffers  the  evil  of  horrid  smells : 
"—Hotel  des  Empereurs  and  Hotel  du 
Paradis. 

Marseilles,  capital  of  the  Depart- 
ment Boucbes  du  Rhone,  is  a  busy 
and  flourishing  city,  and  the  roost 
important  sea-port  of  France,  having 
a  population  of  1 70,000  souls ;  but  it 
has  few  fine  public  buildings  or  sights 
for  strangers.  The  entrance  from  the 
side  of  Aix  is  by  an  Jrch  of  Trimnph, 
remarkable  not  for  elegance  of  design, 
Qriginality  of  elevation,  or  elegance 
of  decoration.  It  was  intended  to 
commemorate  the  campaign  of  the 
French  in  Spain  in  1823,  but  its 
destination  is  now  changed  to  that 
of  celebrating  "  all  the  glories  of 
France."  From  this  arch  a  fine  broad 
street,  called  the  Cours  and  Rue  de 
Rome,  stretches  entirely  across  the 
town  to  the  Porte  de  Rome.  Near  the 
centre  of  it,  another  wide  street,  called 
Rue  de  la  Cannebiere  (Kdyyafits, 
Greek,  Jlax  9),  strikes  off  from  it  at 
right  angles,  down  to  the  Portf  or 
Harbour,  a  natural  oblong  basin,  1,000 
yds.  long  by  330  broad,  extending 
into  the  heart  of  the  town  occupying 
an  area  of  45,000  metres  (nearly  70 
acres),  about  equal  to  two  of  the 
docks  at  Liverpool,  —  the  Queen's 
and  the  Brunswick.  The  depth  of 
water  varies  from  18  ft.  at  its  mouth 
to  24  ft.,  and  it  is  capable  of  holding 
1000  or  1200  merchant  vessels.  This 
is  the  focus  of  that   extensive  com- 


merce which  renders  Marseilles    the 
first  sea-port  of  France  and    of    the 
Mediterranean .  The  number  (^vessels 
entered  in  1837   amounted  to    6834, 
and  their  tonnage  to  652,507,  about 
one   fourth    of    that    of    Liverpool. 
To  this  harbour  Marseilles  is  indebted 
for  her  commercial  consequence,  -which 
dates  nearly  3000  years  back,  from  the 
days  when  the  Phocoeans  first  set  loot 
on  her  shore,  inoculating  the  barbarous 
realms  of  W.  Europe  with  the  civili- 
sation of  the  East.     The  connection 
of  France  with  Algiers  has  given  a 
great  impetus  to   the  prosperity  of 
Marseilles,  as  it  engrosses  nearly  the 
whole  trade  with  the  new  colony  in 
Africa.    It  has  risen  also  to  consider- 
able importance  within  the  last  ten 
years  as  a  steam>packet  station  (see 
p.  480.).     Most  of  the  steamers  have 
English-made  engines,  English   en- 
gineers, and  English  coal,  which  was 
supplied  in  1 840  at  30s.  a  ton. 

From  the  margin  of  the  harbour, 
lined  with  quays,  the  ground  rises  on 
all  sides,  covered  with  houses,  forming 
a  basin  or  amphitheatre,  terminating 
only  with  the  encircling  chain  of  hills. 
From  this  disposition  of  the  ground, 
the  port  becomes  the  sewer  of  the 
city,  the  receptacle  of  all  its  filth, 
stagnating  in  a  tideless  sea  and  under, 
a  burning  sun,  until  a  S.  E.  wind  pro-, 
duces  that  circulation  in  its  waters 
which  the  tide  would  do  on  other 
seas.  The  stench  emanating  from  it 
at  times  is  consequently  intolerable, 
except  for  natives;  and  dredging 
machines  require  to  be  constantly 
employed  to  cleanse  it.  Were  it  not 
for  this,  its  Quays  would  be  an  agree- 
able walk,  presenting  as  they  do  an 
amusing  scene  of  bustle  and  variety^ 
Greek,  Turkish,  and  Neapolitan  cos- 
tumes ;  among  its  shipping,  the  pic- 
turesque latteen  sails  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean are  very  common. 

The  direction  of  the  harbour  is 
from  £.  to  W.  On  its  N.  side,  and 
within  the  angle  formed  by  the  rue 
Cannebiere,  and  the  Cours,  lies  the 
old    town    of   narrow  dirty   streets 
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scarce  worth  entering.  In  the  line 
of  the  quay,  on  this  side,  stands  the 
Hdtel  de  VUlCy  a  heavy  building,  and 
overloaded  with  tasteless  ornaments, 
attributed  to  Puget,  but  not  by  him, 
his  really  beautiful  design  having 
been  rejected  j  —  farther  on,  near  the 
harbour  mouth,  is  the  Consigne,  or 
health  office,  where  every  thing  re- 
lating to  quarantine  is  transacted,  and 
whence  the  permission  for  vessels  to 
enter  the  harbour  is  issued.  To  this 
office  the  captains  of  vessels  come  to 
give  an  account  of  themselves  (raison- 
ner),  and  to  show  their  bill  of  health. 
The  council  room  contains  a  few 
paintings,  chiefly  having  reference  to 
the  plague ;  by  Gerard^  the  Plague 
at  Marseilles,  in  which  Bishop  Bel- 
zunce  is  introduced;  and  another  show- 
ing the  self-devotion  of  the  Chevalier 
Rose  in  burying  the  dead,  when  the 
galley-slaves  had  refused ;  by  Davids 
StRoch  healing  the  Sick;  a  bas-relief, 
by  Puget,  of  the  Plague  at  Milan ; 
the  Cholera  at  Marseilles  by  Ver^ 
net;  the  yellow  fever  at  Barcelona, 
1822.  The  subjects  are  all  horrible, 
and  the  execution  not  good  enough 
to  compensate. 

The  mouth  of  the  port  is  narrow, 
and  was  once  closed  by  a  chain.  It  is 
defended  by  two  forts ;  on  the  N.  by 
the'  old  castle  and  tower  of  St.  Jean, 
built  in  the  15th  century,  in  which 
Philippe  Egalit^  was  imprisoned  with 
his  youngest  son,  and  whence  they 
after  a  time  escaped.  On  the  S.  the 
Fort  St.  NicfioUu,  recently  repaired 
and  extended,  guards  the  entrance. 
It  was  founded  by  Louis  XIV., 
who,  after  capturing  the  disobe- 
dient city,  and  entering  it  by  a 
breach  in  the  walls,  observed  that 
"he  also  would  have  a  Bastide  at 
Marseilles;"  and  forthwith  laid  the 
foundation  of  this  fort,  of  which  the 
first  stone  bore  the  inscription,  «  Ne 
fidelis  Massilia,  aliquorum  motibus 
concitata  vel  audaciorum  petulantii^ 
vel  unicd  libertatis  cupidltate  tandem 
ruerit,  Ludovie.  XIV.  optimatum 
populique  securitate  h&c  arce  prodi* 


vit.**  Close  beside  Fort  St.  Nicholas 
a  new  wet  dock,  Bassin  de  Carenage, 
has  recently  been  formed,  by  cosUy 
excavation  out  of  the  rock,  on  the  site 
of  an  ancient  cemetery. 

Not  far  from  this  is  St.  Victor,  the 
most  ancient  church  of  Marseilles, 
though  its  crypts  and  substruc* 
tures  alone  are  of  the  11th  cen* 
tury.  The  upper  part  dates  from 
1200,  except  the  two  battlemented 
towers,  which  give  it  the  air  of  a 
castle,  erected,  1S50,  by  Pope  Urban 
v.,  who  had  been  abbot  of  St.  Victor. 
The  entrance  under  the  tower  is  by 
a  round  arch :  near  it  is  a  curious 
pointed  arch ;  its  mouldings  relieved 
with  the  dog  tooth  ornament.  St. 
Victor  was  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
abbies  in  Christendom,  and  possessed 
a  host  of  other  abbies  and  religious 
houses  dependant  on  it. 

Above  St.  Victor,  to  the  S.  of  the 
town  and  harbour,  rises  the  bare 
rocky  hill  of  Notre  Dame  de  la  Garden 
so  called  from  the  curious  ehapel  si- 
tuated within  a  small  fort  on  its 
summit,  a  spot  exposed  to  all  the 
winds  that  blow.  An  image  of  the 
Virgin,  carved,  in  olive  wood,  and  of 
great  antiquity,  is  enclosed  within 
this  humble  shrine ;  it  is  held  in  the 
highest  veneration  throughout  the  Me- 
diterranean by  the  sailors,  fishermen, 
and  their  wives,  and  its  walls  and  roof 
are  hung  with  ex-votos,  chiefly  pain- 
tings representing  moving  accidents 
by  flood j  and  field ;  all  the  veriest 
daubs,  but  very  curious,  as  illustrating 
the  religious  feeling  of  the  people. 
Besides  a  vast  number  of  shipwrecks, 
storms,  steam-boat  explosions,  escapes 
from  British  vessels  of  war,  there  is 
a  whole  host  of  surgical  operations, 
sick  beds,  road-side  accidents,  &c. 

The  cholera  produced  numerous 
offisrings ;  among  them  a  silver  tunny 
flsh,  presented  by  the  Marseillaise 
fish  wives.  Many  ostrich  eggs  and 
models  of  ships  are  suspended  from 
the  roof,  and  one  comer  is  filled  with 
cast^fiT  crutches,  the  gifts  of  grateful 
cripples  nov  no  longer  lame,  and 
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with  ropes*  ends  by  which  mt n  have  < 
been  taved  from  drowniog !    The  nU 
ver  statue  of  the  Virgin,  4  ft.  high 
o?er  the  alt«r,  is  modem. 

The  view  firom  the  top  of  the  hill, 
beside  the  chapel,  is  perhaps  the  best 
that  can  be  bad  of  Marseilles  itself, 
spread  over  a  gradually -sloping  basin, 
surrounded  by  hills  which  are  covered 
with  vineyaids  and  olive  gardens, 
and  speckled  with  white  country 
bouses,  called  BaiHdft  to  the  number 
of  5000  or  6000,  belonging  to  the 
eitisens  and  shop-keepers.  It  is  an 
arid  prospect  of.dazsling  white,  in- 
terspersed, but  unrelieved  by  dark 
■trcaka  of  dusky  green.  From  this 
the  eye  is  delighted  to  turn  and  re- 
pose upon  the  deep  blue  of  the  Me- 
diterranean, the  graceful  carves  of  the 
coast  of  the  gulf  of  Lyons,  and  the 
little  group  of  islands,  Ift  crowned 
by  a  eaatkf  once  a  state  prison, 
in  which  Mirabeau  was  shut  up, 
and  Pomdgue  and  Rattoneau,  behind 
which  a  small  fleet  of  vessels  find 
shelter.  The  stripe  of  blue  sea  is  pro- 
longed into  the  heart  of  the  city  in 
the  harbour,  partly  hidden  from  view 
by  its  forest  of  masts. 

llie  Fort  de  la  Garde  was  built  by 
Francis  I.,  and  was  never  of  great 
importance  as  a  defence:  hence  the 
verses, 

*<  Goureraement  commode  et  beau, 
0\1  Ton  ae  roit  pour  toute  garde, 
Qu'un  Suisse,  avec  sa  hallebarde, 
Feint  sur  la  porte  du  ch&teau  !" 

Along  the  lower  slope  of  the  same 
hill,  within  the  town,  stretches  a  wide 
promenade  planted  with  trees  called 
Court  Buonaparte ;  and  lower  down, 
at  the  water  side,  stands  the  Cuttom- 
housct  with  its  piles  of  warehouses  iso- 
lated by  a  canal  cut  round  it  from  the 
port.  The  Prado  is  a  fine  walk,  with  a 
sea  view. 

The  Museum,  situated  beyond  the 
March^  aux  Capucins,  contains  the  few 
relics  of  antiquity  which  alone  remain 
of  the  time-honoured  city  MassiUa, 
founded  (a.  c.  578)  by  Phocsan 
exiles  flying  from  Asia  Minor.      In 


qpite  of  its  wealth,  power,  aud    pro- 
gress in  civilisation,  the  ancieat  citj 
has  left  no  remains  of  buildinga,  nor 
any  traces  of  its  existence    beyond 
inscriptions  (some  in  Greek),  sarco- 
phagi, mostly  (^  the  5th,   6th    and 
7th  centuries,  and  a  few   fra^piients 
of  sculpture.      Among  the  antiques 
is  a  draped  torso  of  a  female  -with  a 
child,  wearing  a  peaked  cap,  of  Greek 
workmanship  ;  a  marble  sarcophagus 
(No.  13),  brought  from  Aries,  sculp- 
tured with  a  combat  between  centaoxa 
and  lions:    several  Christian  tomba, 
brought,  for  the  most  part,  frx>ni  the 
crypt  of  St.  Victor;  one  (No.  27)  of 
marble,  designed  for  a  child,  contained 
the  relics  of  St.  Victor,  and  seems  to  be 
the  most  curious ;  another  of  Abbot 
Isam  (d.  1048),  whose  effigy  is   co- 
vered with  his  epitaph  in  LAtin  verse, 
allowing  only  his  head,  which  exhibits 
the  tonsure,  and  the  feet  to  appear. 
None  are  so  old  as  the  capture  of  the 
city  by  Julius  Caesar. 

The  Picture  Gallery  in  the  same 
building  contains  about  150  very 
badly  lighted  pictures,  of  which  the 
following  seem  the  best.  St.  John 
carried  up  on  the  Eagle,  inspired  to 
write  the  Revelations ;  a  portion  of 
the  isle  of  Patmos  appearing  below ;  a 
copy  after  Raphad.  Ferugino — the  3 
Maries,  as  mothers,  with  St.  Joseph, 
St.  Cleophas,  St.  Simeon,  &c.  a  very 
pleasing  and  genuine  picture,  though 
faded  ;  very  like  Raphael's  early  man- 
ner. Eubens:  (perhaps  by  Jordaens) 
<— aboar  hunt ;  spirited,  but  the  figures 
rather  huddled  together.  A  Prince 
of  Orange  with  his  family,  attributed 
to  Rubens ;  Lord  Strafford,  a  copy 
from  Vandyk.  One  or  two  smaU 
paintings  by  Puget  merit  notice,  as 
he  was  a  native  of  Marseilles,  and 
architect  and  sculptor  as  well  as 
painter. 

It  is  remarkable  that  so  extensive 
and  wealthy  a  mercantile  community 
as  that  of  Marseilles  should  not  possess 
a  permanent  Exchange,  yet  the  bourse 
is  a  mere  temporary  structure  of  wood 
and  canvass,  not  much  better  than  a 
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sliow-booth  in  a  fair.  In  finont  of  it 
is  a  fountain  of  heavy  design,  basins 
resting  on  griffins.  Some  wag  wrote 
upon  them  when  the  fountain  was 
first  erected :  *<  N'approchez  pas,  ils 
sont  mauyais." 

.  Another  fountain  surmounted  by 
a  bust  of  Homer  bears  this  inscrip- 
tion :  "  Les  descendants  des  Phoc^ans 
A  Hom^re,*'  180S.  \ ! 

The  Lazaret,  to  the  W.  of  the  port, 
is  a  well-regulated  establishment;  one 
0f  the  first  placed  on  a  sound  footing 
in  Europe,  and  so  large  that  it  held 
the  entire  French  army  on  its  return 
from  Egypt.  It  covers  an  area  of 
50  acres,  is  enclosed  within  a  double 
wall,  and  is  of  course  not  accessible 
to  any  persons  but  such  as  enter 
it  for  quarantine.  Vessels  arriving 
from  the  Levant  cast  anchor  at  the 
island  of  Pomegues. 

If  a  case  of  plague  shows  itself,  the 
•vessel  is  sunk  and  the  goods  burned. 
Merchandize  is  released  from  quaran- 
tine after  exposure  to  the  air,  and  es- 
pecially to  the  dew.  The  Lazaret  owes 
its  foundation  to  the  fearful  ravages  of 
the  plague  at  MarseUlea  in  1720,  which 
destroyed  between  40,000  and  50,000 
persons,  s.  e.  half  the  population  of  the 
town.  Amidst  the  general  despair, 
.selfishness,  and  depravity,  which  ac- 
.companied  this  dire  calamity,  many 
individuals  distinguished  themselves 
by  their  noble  self-devotion.  One  of 
them  has  been  commemorated  by 
.Pope ; 

"  Why  drew  Marseilles'  good  bishop  purer 
breath, 
When  nature  sickened,  and  each  gale  was 
death  ?  " 

The  name  of  the  good  bishop  was 
Siizunee,  who  offered  a  rare  example 
.of  courage  and  piety  by'^his  intrepid 
intercourse  with  the  sick  in  the  hos- 
pitals, where,  aided  by  pious  nuns,  he 
constantly  ministered  to  the  support 
and  consolation  of  the  plague-stricken 
inmates.  The  2  ^hevins  of  the  tows, 
Estelle  and  Moustier,  likewise  ex- 
posed their  lives.     The  streets  soon 


became  choked  with  dead,  and  of  tlM 
galley-slaves,  supplied  at  the  rate  of 
80  a  week  to  conduct  the  dead  cartas 
none  survived.  The  Chevalier  Rose 
with  his  own  bands  then  helped  to 
bury  the  dead,  when  the  very  galley* 
slaves  refused  the  dangerous  duty« 
3  physicians,  also,  from  Montpelliei^ 
repaired  to  the  city  of  death  to  aid 
the  sick  and  dying,  when  all  the  native 
doctor^  were  dead  or  had  fled.  The 
pestilence,  which  had  broken  out  in 
the  spring,  continued  with  dreadful 
fury  till  September,  but  abated  after 
a  violent  storm,  and  disappeared  in 
November. 

One  of  the  chief  tMinufa^sturet  here 
is  that  oSaoapt  which  is  said  to  employ 
700  men.  The  process  is  worth  seeing^ 
and,  as  it^is  made  exclusively  of  vege» 
table  oil,  it  is  not  so  unsavoury  as  in 
England.  The  manufiicture  of  Cor<i/, 
celebrated  in  the  earliest  times,  has 
greatly  &llen  off,  and  has  been  tran». 
ferred  to  Leghorn,  Genoa,  and  Naples. 
Shipbuilding  is  a  very  important 
branch  of  trade.  The  manufactory 
of  steam-engines,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Philip  Taylor,  is  one  of  the  most  con- 
siderable in  France. 

The  fish-market  displays  a  number 
of  the  finny  inhabitants  of  the  Me» 
diterranean  unknovm  in  the  seas  of 
the  N. ;  among  others,  the  Tunny  is 
abundant  at  certain  seasons. 

The  climate  of  Marseilles  for  a 
large  portion  of  the  year  is  delightful, 
but  in  summer  and  autumn  the  heat 
is  at  times  intense ;  the  streets  like 
an  oven,  so  that  it  is  scarcely  possible 
to  move  abroad  during  the  day  time, 
and  all  rest  during  the  night  is  liable 
io  be  destroyed  by  the  mosquUoe$. 
To  this  not  unfirequently  succeeds 
the  Mistral,  or  cutting  dry  N.  W.  wind, 
whose  effects  are  described  p.  430. 

Consuls  reside  here  from  the  prin* 
cipal  states  of  Europe.  Mr.  TurnbuU 
is  the  worthy  representative  of  Eng- 
land. 

The  English  Church  Service  is  some- 
times performed  at  the  French  Pro- 
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testant  Church,  in  the  Rue  Grignan, 
on  Sundays,  but  there  is  no  resident 
clergyman. 

Baths.  The  Batru  de  la  M^dUer- 
raneey  about  1^  m.  out  of  the  town,  on 
the  S.  of  the  road  to  Aix,  in  an 
agreeable  situation,  commanding  a 
view  of  the  bay,  and  receiving  the  sea 
breeze,  is  a  very  well-conducted  es- 
tablishment, affording  not  only  open 
aea  and  other  baths,  but  apartments, 
at  the  rate  of  6  or  7fr.  a  day  for  1 
sitting  and  2  bed-rooms.  There  is  a 
restaurant  attached  to  the  house. 

With  this  exception  the  EntnronB  of 
MarseiUes  possess  but  slight  attractions 
—  nothing  but  dust,  scorched  rocks, 
and  bare  high  walls,  amidst  which 
the  eye  in  vain  seeks  for  some  verdure 
to  rest  on.  Tlie  Bawtides  already 
mentioned  are  little  country  boxes, 
which  entirely  dot  the  slopes  around 
town,  prolonging  it  apparently  to  the 
tops  of  the  surrounding  bills.  Some 
of  them  are  handsome,  and  surrounded 
by  gardens,  but  the  greater  part  stand 
in  mere  bare  enclosures,  between  4 
walls,  destitute  of  shade  and  water, 
their  only  recommendation  being  that 
they  are  out  of  town.  Every  mer- 
chant, citizen,  or  shop-keeper,  must 
have  one,  and  their  number  is  sud  to 
exceed  6000.  The  stupendous  Camd 
to  supply  Marseilles  with  water  Jrom 
the  Durance  now  in  progress,  which 
will  entirety  alter  the  aspect  of  the 
country  around  the  town  by  the  irri- 
gation which  it  will  furnish,  is  des- 
cribed at  p.  4  86. 

A  common  excursion  is  a  '*  prome- 
nade sur  eau,**  from  the  harbour's 
mouth  to  the  islands  of  If,  &c.  (p. 
478.)  Courty's  Restaurant,  **  La 
Muette  de  Portici,**  at  the  l^adoy  on 
the  beach,  3  m.  out  of  Marseilles, 
affords  a  good  specimen  of  la  Cuisine 
Proven^ale. 

Some  of  the  best  shops  are  in  the 
Rues  St.  Ferreol,  and  de  Paradis,  and 
the  Po^  Office  is  in  a  street  running 
iM&tofit,  ?  Rue  d'Anacharsis.  Let- 
ters reach  this  from  Engluid  on  the 
5th  day. 


Comteyanees.  MaUqpowie  daily  td 
Paris  in  66  hours ;  to  Nisnves  and 
Toulouse  in  S6  hours. 

DUigenetSj  daily  to  Lyons  (in  34 
hours),  and  5  or  6  to  Paris ;  to  Aix, 
Avignon,  Nismes;  to  Aries  and  T»- 
rascon  ;  to  Toulon  and  Nice ;  to  Gre- 
ncble  in  38  hours. 

Steamert.  '  French  government 
steamers  carrying  the  mails  to  Leg- 
horn, Civita  Vecchia,  Naples,  and 
Malta,  start  at  5  p.  m.  on  the  1st,  1 1th, 
and  21st  of  every  month,  correspond- 
ing there  with  steamers  to  Constanti- 
nople,  Smyrna,  Athens,  Syria,  Alex- 
andria. The  voyage  to  Constantinople 
or  to  Alexandria  is  made  in  15  days.  • 

The  food  on  board  is  good,  and  you 
pay  6  francs  a  day. 

To  Genoa,  Leghorn,  Civita  Vecchia, 
Naples,  4  or  5  private  companies —  S 
French,  1  Tuscan  (Leopoldo  1 1. )»  a 
capital  boat  with  a  very  obliging  En- 
glish captiun,  1  Neapolitan,  said  to  be 
excellent,  1  Sardinian.  These  vessels 
afiR>rd  the  traveller  an  opportunity  at 
setting  out  for  the  above  ports  3  or  •# 
times  a  week.    - 

The  Neapolitan  Company's  boats 
Montgibello,  Herculaiieum,&c.,niake 
the  passage  to  Naples  in  4  days, 
stop  there  4  days,  and  then  start  for 
Malta,  a  voyage  of  4  more  days,  ar- 
riving in  time  for  the  English  govern- 
ment steamers  for  India,  which  start 
on  the  13th  of  every  month.  N.  B. 
The  English  and  Neapolitan  consnis* 
visas,  and  a  Bill  of  Health,  are  neces- 
sary before  embarking  for  Naples: 
they  cost  five  or  six  fr.  each ;  the  bill 
of  health  1  fr. 

Steamers  to  Cette  (16  m.  firom 
Montpellier,  on  ^e  way  to  Toulouse), 
— to  Aries,  chiefly  for  merchandise: 
the  accommodation  not  good ;  —  to 
Port  Vendres  and  Barcelona  twice  a 
week;  — to  Barcelona,  and  the} coast 
of  Spain  as  fax  as  Cadiz,  touching 
at  Tam^ona,  Valencia,  Alicante^ 
Caribagena,  Malaga,  and  Gibraltar  5 
or  6  times  a  month.  The  voyage 
takes  up  about  10  days  exclusive  of 
stoppages  of  2  or  3  days  at  Barcelona. 
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.    To  Algiers  (?)  twice  a  week   in 
tfiimmer. 

History.  Classical  tradition  assigns 
the  foundation  of  MasaUia  to  a  colony 
of  Pbocarans,  who  left  their  native 
country,  Asia  Minor,  with  their  wives 
ttnd  children,  rather  than  submit  to 
Cyrus,  and  sought  for  liberty  on  the 
then  Iwrbarous  shores  of  Gaul.  Their 
emigration  (b.  c.  5. )  is  described  by 
Herodotus,  and  alluded  to  by  Horace: 

"  Phocaeonim 
Velat  profagit  execrata  civitas, 
^gros  atqiie  lares  patrios,  habitandaque  rura 
■  Apris  reliquit  et  rapacibus  lupis  : 
Ire  pedes  quocunque  ferent,  quocunque  per 
UDdas 
Notus  Tocabit,  aut  protervus  Africus." 

-  Favourably  received  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  country,  the  settle- 
ment increased  and  prospered;  be- 
•eaine  great  in  commerce  and  navi- 
gation, eminent  in  the  arts  and  li- 
terature; wa.*;  sought  and  esteemed 
by  Rome  as  an  ally  until,  wish- 
ing to  remain  neutral  in  the  wars 
litetween  Caesar  and  Pompey,  and 
finally  siding  with  the  latter,  she  was 
l)esieged,  taken,  and  reduced  to  great 
distress  by  his  successful  antagonist, 
wbo  records  that  he  preserved  it 
**  magis  pro  nomine  et  vetustate 
iquam  pro  mentis  in  se."  —  Ccesar. 
JLucan  has  described  the  siege,  but 
evidently  without  local-  knowledge. 
Cicero  says  in  his  Oration  for  Flac- 
cos,  that  Greece  alone  could  com- 
pete with  Marseilles  as  a  seat  of 
learning  ;  •  Tacitus  calls  her  **  magis- 
tram  studiorum.**  Her  importance 
continued  during  the  middle  ages ;  she 
formed  a  sort  of  independent  state, 
Meeting  her  own  magistrates,  and 
forming  alliances  with  other  states. 
She  furnished  alone  all  the  gallies  re- 
quired by  St.  Louis  to  transport  his 
army  on  the  Crusade.  Tlie  famous 
4tommercial  code  Le  Conndat  de  la 
■Her  is  supposed  to  have  been  drawn 
xa^  here.  At  length,  conquered  by 
Charles  d' Anjou,  Comte  de  Provence, 
she  yielded  to  the  rising  superiority 
<m  the  sea  of  Pisa,  Genoa,  and  Venice. 

JtffOteiUes  held  out  against  Henri 

France, 


IV.  long  after  Paris  had  submitted; 
when  at  length  he  was  informed  of 
its  surrender,  he  exclaimed,  "C'est 
maintenant  que  je  suis  Roi.**  Yet 
was  its  turbulent  spirit  of  independ* 
ence  not  subdued,  since,  in  consequence 
of  an  outbreak  against  Louis  XIV., 
that  monarch  entered  the  city  by  a 
breach  in  its  wall  (see  above  p.  477. ). 

At  the  Revolution,  which  inflamed 
to  madness  the  fiery  spirits  of  the 
people  of  the  south,  among  whom 
moderation  and  restraint  are  unknowii 
or  little  practised,  Marseilles  fuiv 
nished  from  the  dregs  of  its  popula- 
tion, and  the  outcasts  of  other  lands, 
the  bands  of  assassins  who  perpetrated 
the  greater  portion  of  the  September 
massacres  in  Paris.  The  Reig^  of 
Terror  at  Marseilles  itself,  under  thd 
rule  of  the  infamous  Fr6ron  and 
Barras,  produced  more  than  its  usual 
proportion  of  atrocities  and  follies^ 
The  usual  wholesale  murders  were 
committed,  amounting  to  400  persons, 
attended  by  confiscation  of  their  pro- 
perty. 

But  not  satisfied  with  this,  it  was 
proposed  by  one  of  the  Representants 
du  Peuple  to  fill  np  its  harbour.  The 
name  of  Marseilles  was  absolutely 
abolished  by  a  decree,  wbieh  enacted 
that  it  should  pass  under  the  de- 
nomination of  **  La  Commune  de  sans 
Nom!"  Even  the  death  of  Robes- 
pierre, which,  for  the  most  part  put 
an  end  to  the  reign  of  terror  in  other 
places,  was  here  and  elsewhere  in  the 
south  the  signal  for  fresh  assassina- 
tions. Vengeiance  against  those  who 
had  been  the  instruments  of  the  re- 
volutionary massacres  was  now  the 
cry ;  the  F<^t  St.  Jean,  in  which 
about  203  of  them  had  been  confined, 
was  broken  open,  and  they  were  all 
murdered  by  an  irritated  mob  of 
insurgents,  employing  cannon  loaded 
with  grape  to  finish  their  victims  ia 
their  cells. 

Marseilles  is  the  birtb-placo  of 
Mascaron,  the  preacher,  of  Bishop 
Belxunce,  and  of  Puget,  the  architeet 
who  built  the  old  British  MuMwa.  ' 
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It  takes  about  5  boon  to  fKwtfrom 
lianeillea  to  TouIod  (40  m).  The 
£iit  part  of  the  road  is  as  dreary  as 
aaa  be  imagined,  ruaning  between 
white  stooe  walls  wbieh  enclose  Baa- 
tides  and  intercept  all  view  and  fresh 
air.  *'  The  roost  dusty  I  e^er  saw ; 
the  vines  for  20  rods  on  each  side 
like  a  dressed  (powdered)  head :  the 
eountry  all  mountains  of  roefc  with 
poor  pines." —  A.  Youmg, 

17  Aubagne.  Near  this  a  little 
▼erdure  is  visible  in  the  pretty  vale  of 
Gemenos.  The  Abb4  Barth^lemy, 
author  of  the  **  Voyages  du  Jeune 
Anadiarsis,**  was  born  at  Aubagne. 

The  Caper,  a  pretty  flowering  plant, 
is  eultiviUed  near 

12  Cujes,  a  miserable  looking  town 
(like  most  of  those  on  the  road)  of 
SOOO  inhabitants,  hut  the  eountry 
anwod  most  productive  and  well  cul- 
tivated. 

r;  A  hilly  road  leads  to  the  poor  town 
of 

13  Beauasett'in  the  department  de 
Var.  The  sea  is  now  and  then  seen 
through  breaks  on  the  rt. 

About  3  m.  farther  the  road  pene- 
trates the  mountains,  through  a  deep 
chasm  or  defile  of  wild  and  savage  fea- 
tures, called  the  Pom  o/'02/Miti2ec.  Bare, 
bleached,  and  nearly  precipitous  rocks 
of  limestone,  surmounted  by  a  ruined 
CoMtle,  which  once  guarded  the  pass- 
ive, hem  in  on  ^tber  side,  £or  a  dis- 
tance of  nearly  3  m.,  a  scene  of  deso- 
lation, nakedness,  and  solitude.  On 
emerging  from  it,  the  landscape  is 
rather  more  cheerful;  the  orange- 
tree  is  6rst  seen;  the  pomegranate 
grows  in  the  bedgea 

17  Toi(/oM.—/nii«.' Croix  deMalte; 
fidlen  off,  F,  K.  i^Croix  d'Or,  good 
table-d'hote  at  ^:  —  Hotel  de  France. 

Toulon  is  the  Plymouth  of  France, 
the  seat  of  her  naval  power  in  the 
JtfediterranQan,  and  one  of  her  chief 
naval  arsenals,  inferior  only  in  some 
T^spects  to  Brest.  It  is  a  strongly- 
fertiiied  town  situated  at  the  bottom 
4Bf  a  deq[»  double  bay,  which  £>nas 
thfl.«fMidit    .3ehUMd  it  cuss  a«  am? 


phitheatre  of  hills,  rising  on  the  N. 
into  the  heights  of  Mount  TTiBumii 
too  bare  to  be  picturesque*  which 
stretch  dieir  arms  as  it  were  nyuad 
the  bay,  so  as  nearly  to  laxuUook  i^ 
rendering  it  a  safe  andiorage, 
from  the  S.  and  £.,  where  it  is 
what  unprotected.  6  forts  ob  the 
land  side  defend  the  town,  wrhile  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour  and  hills  eooa* 
mending  it  are  studded  with  ibrttf^aa^ 
redoubts. 

The  Port  is  divided  into  the  4ild 
and  new,  separated  from  the  nmA' 
stead  by  moles,  hollow  and  hoaA 
proof,  begun  in  the  reign  o£  Henri 
IV.,  formed  externally  into  batteries 
on  a  level  with  the  water's  ed^e^  — 
most  formidable  against  ships.  Tht 
Port  de  Commerce,  or  Darm  FieiUe,  as 
the  £.,  is  appropriated  to  merchaot 
vessds,  and  is  IxMrdered  by  a  quay.  Ths 
J[}ar»e  iVeaee,  on  the  W.  is  svaw 
rounded  by  the  dock-yard,  slap^  the 
arsenal,  the  storehouses  for  piovisioam, 
&c.,  equipments,  cannon  feunderjr, 
park  of  artillery,  &e. 

The  town  itself  contains  2ft,419  nt* 
habitants,  exclusive  of  the  gaRtaon; 
but,  confined  witbin  ramparts,  ks 
streets  are  narrow,  its  shops  ii^erior, 
and  its  buildings  (exclusive  of  tiiaat 
of  the  dockyard)  unimportmt. 

The  Sdid  de  ViOe,  feeing  the  har^ 
hour,  is  ornamented  in  fr'ont  with  twa 
o<4ossi^  thermae,  serving  as  car3rati(fef 
to  support  a  balcony,  executed  bj 
PvgHi  and  of  good  design.  Behind 
the  Hotel  de  Ville,  at  the  corner  of  the 
Rue  d'Orleans,  is  a  house  buUt  by 
that  variously-aoeomplislied  artist. 

The  dockyard  and  fleet  of  Toukn 
were  destroyed  by  a  British  fevoe 
under  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  detached 
from  the  fleet  of  Lord  Hood,  in  Na* 
vember,  1 793,  previously  to  the  evaenv 
atiou  of  the  town  by  the  British.  It 
was  a  work  of  danger,  as  the 
caii9,  having  already  gained 
of  the  surrounding  forts  and  heighta, 
poured  in  a  mi^eiless  bail  of  shot  and 
shells,  and  the  work  was  but  impeiv 
feetlf.  perfen&Q^  l^bat  if  to  si^the 
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great  magazine  escaped,  and  several 
vessels  on  the  stocks.  27  vessels 
were  destroyed,  being  ignited  in  the 
harbour  by  a  fire-ship,  2  of  them 
blowing  up ;  1 5  ships  were  brought 
away.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
the  English  gained  possession  of  Tou- 
lon not  by  force  of  arms,  but  by  con- 
vention with  the  royalist  portion  of  its 
inhabitants,  on  conation  of  their  being 
protected  from  the  cruel  vengeance  of 
the  republicans.  The  means  at  the 
disposal  of  Admiral  Hood  with  a  fleet 
of  21  ships,  aided  by  a  Spanish  squa* 
dron  of  17,  were  totally  inadequate  to 
effect  this;  5000  British  troops,  the 
amount  of  his  land  force,  were  far  too 
iew  to  garrison  so  vast  an  extent  of 
works,  and  little  good  was  done  by 
our  8000  Neapolitan  and  Spanish 
aUiea  Although  the  surrounding 
Ibrts  were  manned  and  put  into  a 
state  of  defence  as  far  as  possible,  the 
important  passof  OUioules,  command- 
u^  the  only  approach  to  Toidon  on 
the  W.,  was  left  unguarded,  and  the 
republican  forces,  reeking  from  the 
massacres  of  Lyons  and  Marseilles, 
marched  in  and  q>eedily  invested  the 
town  to  the  number  of  50,000,  breath- 
ing vengeance  against  the  inhabitants 
of  Toulon  for  the  defection  of  a  place 
so  ini^iortant.  When  at  length,  at  the 
end  of  3  months,  the  harbour  became 
DO  longer  tenable,  and  the  Briaish 
fleet  was  obliged  to  weigh  anchor. 
Dearly  15,000  of  the  inhabitants  were 
embarked  on  board  the  British  fleet, 
by  the  light  of  the  burning  ships 
and  dockyards,  amidst  the  .cries  and 
groans  of  the  multitude  that  re- 
mained behind,  praying  for  the  means 
of  escape  from  the  hands  of  the  mer- 
ciless republicans.  Nor  were  their 
worst  anticipations  unfounded  :  more 
than  6000  miserable  victims  were  sa- 
crifieed  to  the  vengeance  of  the  agents 
of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  in 
spite  of  the  remonstrances  of  Dugom- 
mier,  the  French  general,  and  his 
lieutenant  Buonaparte.  With  such 
blind  rage  did  the  besieging  soldiery 
^uab  into  the  town,  that  they  mur- 


dered, without  question,  200  Jaco^ 
bins  who  had  gone  forth  to  meet 
them.  The  horrors  of  the  fusillades 
and  the  butcheries  of  the  guillotine 
were  then  exercised  against  the  inha- 
bitants with  a  blind  rage^  which  did 
not  wait  to  distinguish  those  who  had 
opposed,  from  those  who  had  favoured 
the  English.  Fr^ron  and  the  other 
members  of  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety,  including  the  younger  Robes* 
pierre,  presided  in  person  over  the 
fusillades  (thank  God,  the  word  has  no 
equivalent  in  English).  They  sen<f 
orders  for  1 ,200  masons  to  raze  the  town 
of  Toulon,  but  their  commands  were 
only  partly  carried  into  execution,  and 
they  decreed  that  its  name  should  be 
abolished,  and  that  it  should  in  future 
be  known  only  as  Port  de  la  Mon- 
tagne. 

The  Dockyard  (Port  Militaire),  en- 
tered from  the  town  by  a  handsome 
and  appropriate  gateway,  is  not 
readily  shown  to  fcnreigners;  the  intro- 
duction of  the  English  consul  will,  ge« 
nerally,  obtain  admission  for  English- 
men. Excepting,  however,  the  Bagnt^ 
or  prison  for  theybrpoto  (convicts),  they 
will  see  nothing  here  that  they  may  not 
see  as  well  at  home,  at  Portsmouth  or 
Plymouth,  &c.Thedeseriptionalre»d5t 
given  of  Brest  (Route  36.)  renders 
a  farther  detailed  account  of  a  French 
dockyard  unnecessary.  This  arsena} 
covers  a  space  of  S5  acres,  of  which 
35  are  occupied  by  the  Basin,  which 
has  a  depth  of  water  throughout  for 
the  largest  ships  fully  equipped.  In 
1841,  13  vessels  were  building  here) 
only  2  of  tibe  slips  (cales)  are  roofed  i 
but  there  are  nearly  twice  as  many 
vessels  laid  up  in  ordinary  here  as  in 
any  other  French  port.  The  store  of 
oak  timber  is  very  large*  The  ropfjjr  " 
house  (corderie)  is  nearly  1200  ^  «.. 
long,  of  3  vaulted  aisles  of  masont^, 
fire-proof,  except  the  floor.  In  the 
centre  of  the  surface  of  the  yard  is 
an  opening  out  into  the  Petite  Rude» 
and  a  line-of-battle  ship  fully  armed 
and  stored  may  sail  oi  nnoe  from  the 
jk>asia  or  port  right  dut  to  sea,  Imme^ 
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dUitely  after  croaung  tbis  opening  on 
the  rL  is  Le  Bagne,  a  large  airy 
building.  The  number  of  for9at8  here 
varies  from  3000  to  3500 ;  they  are 
most  rigidly  superintended,  chained 
each  night  to  their  beds,  as  at  Brest 
(p.  123.},  while  loopholes  for  guns  in 
the  wallsat  the  extremity  of  the  dormi- 
tory would  sweep  it  from  end  to  end 
in  the  event  of  a  mutiny.  The  number 
of  free  workmen,  in  1841,  was  about 
4500. 

The  Mutie  de  la  Marine  contains  a 
large  collection  of  models  of  inven- 
tions, ship-building,  &c. 

"  2  first-rate  Docks  have  been  con- 
structed at  the  S.  angle  of  the  Bassin. 
They  are  not  excavations  from  the 
land  but  formed  by  quays  carried 
into  the  port.  A  large  frame  of  wood 
(caisse)  was  sunk  with  ballast  at 
the  spot  and  of  the  size  of  the  dock, 
and  the  masonry  was  built  in  around 
it''—  W. 

A    new    or    supplemented    dock- 
yard has  been  formed  at  Mourillon, 
in  the  S.  of  the  town,  between  it  and 
Fort  la  Malgue ;  here  are  5  large  slips. 
The  RoadMtead  and  Harbour  is  the 
most  picturesque  and  interesting  fea- 
ture about  Toulon*  and  the  views  of 
it  from  the  neighbouring  heights  are 
-very  pleasing.     A  small  steamer  plies 
Across  to  the  village  of  La  Seyne.   The 
inner  road  is  divided  from  the  outer 
4>y  2  capes  or  headlands ;  that  on  the 
£.  Ls  defended  at  its  point  by  an  ad- 
vanced fort,  called  Giosse  Tour,  and 
on  its  neck  ur  root,  between  the  little 
and  great  "  Rade  "  stands  the  Fort  hi 
Malgue,  a  citadel  of  great   strength, 
surrounded  by  ramparts  SO  ft.  high, 
capable  of  holding  800  men,  and  de- 
fended by  200  pieces  of  cannon.   Op- 
posite to   this,  from  the  W.  side  of 
the  bay,  stretches  f(»rth  a  two-horned 
hilly   promontory,    the   2    points   of 
which  are  occupied  by  the  strong  forts 
.of  EguiUette  and  Balltiguier,   at   the 
'Water's  edge,  while  the  commanding 
heights  above  them  are  crowned  by 
-the  fort  le  Petit  Gibraltar.     Eguil- 
lette   was  occupied  in  1793  with  a 


garrison,  of  which  unfortunately  otdy 
a   small  part  were    British,  the  re^ 
Spaniards  and  Neapolitans^  and  was 
i^ardcd  as  the  key  of  the   Sritisfa 
position.     After  keeping  possession  of 
it  between  3  and  4  months,  in  spite 
of  the  besieging   French  force  from 
without;  on   the  1 6th    December  a 
range   of  batteries,  which  had   been 
formed  secretly  by  the  French  and 
concealed   behind  the  olive  gardens^ 
suddenly  opened  their   fire  upon  le 
Petit  Gibraltar   and  the  fort,  £guiU 
lette,  from  the  heights  behind,  throw- 
ing, in  the  course  of  36  hours,  8000 
shot  and  shells.  Early  the  next  mom-* 
ing  the  French,  led  by  Dugommier, 
their   commander-in-chief,    advanced 
to  the  attack,  but  were  so  warmly 
received  that,  at  first,  there  seemed 
no  hope  of   success  until  the  brave 
Muiron,  followed  by  his  men,  entering 
by  an  embrasure,  on  the  side  of  the 
line  entrusted  to  the  Spaniards,  over- 
powered them,  and  cut  to  pieces  the 
British  detachment  of  300  men. 

The  planner  of  this  attack,  the 
constnictor  of  the  concealed  batteries 
which  now  opened  by  hundreds  of 
fiery  mouths  from  the  crests  of  all 
the  hills  upon  the  detachment  of  the 
allies  below,  was  a  young  officer  of 
artillery,  aged  23,  named  Buona- 
parte, who  for  the  first  time  received 
a  command  and  enjoyed  an  oppor- 
tunity of  displaying  his  vast  military 
genius  ou  the  heights  above  Toulon* 
On  arriving  2  or  3  months  previously 
to  take  the  subordinate  command,  he 
found  that  theincapableswhohad  pre- 
ceded him  had  raised  their  batteries  at 
a  distance  of  2  gun-shots  from  Toulon, 
and  were  directing  vain  efforts  against 
the  place  itself.  His  quick  eye  at 
once  perceived  the  defect,  and  singled 
out  the  points  where  an  impression 
was  to  be  made.  In  5  or  6  weeks 
under  his  directions,  batteries  were 
constructed,  mounting  200  pieces  of 
cannon,  on  all  the  heights  com« 
manding  the  forts  held  by  the  Bri* 
tish,  and  were  pushed  as  far  forward 
as  possible.   While  awaiting  the  titne 
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when  all  should  he  ready  to  make  his 
great  effort,  the  Representatives  of 
the  People,  discovering  so  many  guns 
lying  idle,  would  have  caused  an  im> 
mediate  cannonade,  and  would  in  their 
ignorance  thus  have  spoiled  all.  Then 
it  vas  that  the  young  officer  had  the 
boldness  to  reply  to  one  of  them, 
Barras,  •*  Tenez-vous  a  votre  metier 
de  ReprSsentant,  et  laissez-moi  faire 
le  mien  d'artilleur.  Cette  hatterie 
restera  la,  et  je  r^ponds  du  succes  sur 
ma  tSte."  He  promised  that,  in  2 
days  after  gaining  the  fort,  Toulon 
would  fell,  nor  was  he  wrong :  the 
morning  after  the  capture  of  Petit 
Gibndur,  Eguillette,  and  Fort  Pba- 
Ton  (an  important  work  on  the 
heights  to  the  N.  of  the  town),  whose 
^ns  together  swept  the  roadstead 
ftom.  end  to  end,  the  British  and 
Spanish  fleets  had  weighed  anchor, 
and  were  standing  out  to  sea. 

A  previous  attempt  was  made  upon 
Toulon,  in  1707,  by  the  Austrian  and 
Sardinian  array,  under  Prince  Eugene 
and  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  aided  by  an 
English  and  Dutch  flefet,  under  Sir 
Cloudesley  Shovel,  but  after  an  ineffec- 
tual  bombardment  of  the  town,  they 
found  it  so  stoutly  defended  that  they 
were  compelled  to  retire. 

The  Onier  Road  is  formed  by  a  hilly 
peninsula,  stretching  ftom  W.  to  E. 
terminating  in  Cap  Sepet,  correspond- 
ing with  Cap  Brun  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  bay. 

.  There  isan  extensive  Naval  Hospital 
at  St.  Mandrier,  on  the  S.  side  of  the 
roodstead,  farthest  from  the  town  ;  a 
splendid  building  with  2000  beds. 
Near  it  is  the  Lazaret. 

A  Govemtnent  SUtamer  sails  every 
ireek  to  Algiers,  but  takes  no  pas- 
sengers except  French  officers. 

Steameri  go  twice  every  week  to 
Corsica,  touchingat  Ajaccio  (22  hours* 
passage)  and  Bastia  (24  hours)  alter- 
nately. 

The  view  ftom  the  hill  to  the  S.  E. 
of  Toulon,  on  which  stands  Fort  La 
Malgue,  is  perhaps  the  finest  in  the 
S.  of  France. 


^  The  Botanic  Garden,  outside  the 
town,  is  worth  a  visit,  on  account  of 
the  number  of  plants  of  tropical  or 
southern  countries  which  here  first 
begin  to  flourish  in  the  open  air; 
among  others,  the  date  palm.  Several 
palms  may  also  be  seen  in  the  neigh« 
bourhood  of 

18  ffy^rcM  (Inn,  H.  de  TEurope; 
good),  a  town  of  1 0,042  inhabitants* 
on  the  slope  of  a  hill,  sheltered  ft^m 
the  N.  E.  wind  (bise)  by  the  chain 
of  Les  Maures,  and  open  to  the  S. 
It  faces  the  Mediterranean,  but  ia 
separated  ftom  it  by  an  intervening 
space,  partly  common,  partly  marsh, 
S  m.  broad,  so  that  it  enjoys  little  view 
of  the  sea. 

The  mildness  of  its  climate  causes 
Hyeres  to  be  some  times  chosen  as 
a  winter  residence  for  invalids,  but 
the  exhalation  from  the  marshes  in 
summer  renders  it  unwholesome.  The 
place  has  certainly  been  too  much 
cried  up  in  other  respects :  there  is 
little  beauty  in  its  situation,  and  its 
vaunted  orange  groves,  where  alone  in 
France  the  orange  bears  fruit,  though 
a  novelty  to  strangers  from  the  N.» 
are  not  an  agreeable  feattu«  in  the 
landscape,  the  trees  being  shut  np 
in  walled  gardens.  The  palm  tree» 
of  which  there  are  4  or  5  in  the  neigh** 
bourhood,  produces  no  ftiiit  in  tiiis 
latitude.  The  old  or  upper  town,  com* 
posed  of  narrow  streets,  steep  and 
dirty,  retains  a  fragment  of  its  old 
Castle,  and  part  of  the  line  of  the 
former  fortifications  still  climbing  up 
the  steep.  It  is  the  birth* place  of 
Massillon,  the  preacher,  to  whom  a 
marble  pillar  and  bust  have  been  raised 
in  the  Place  Royale. 

The  low  groimd  is  nchly  eulti* 
vated  :  olives,  vines,  figs,  mulber- 
ries abound;  the  pomegranate^  pis* 
tachio,  capers,  myrtle,  jessamine  flou* 
rish,  but  the  hills  are  bare.  On  the 
shore,  about  3  nu  to  the  £.,  are  large 
salt  works,  and  oiF  the  coast  is  the 
group  of  Islands  called 

llee  (FHyiret  (anciently  Stoechades) 
named  lie  Du  Levant  or  Titan,  Port 
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Gros,  Porquero)1efl  and  Bagneau. 
They  are  barren  and  rocky,  with  a  few 
pine  trees,  thinly  inhabited  and  forti- 
fted,  and  enclose  a  roadstead  in  which 
the  fleet  destined  for  Algiers  anchored 
in  1830.  These  islands,  though  several 
m.  farther  S.  than  Hyeres,  do  not  | 
enjoy  the  same  favoured  climate,  being 
withdrawn  from  the  protection  of  the 
hills. 

2>t7tp«nee«  run  daily  between  Toulon 
and  Hydres. 

The   road   hence   to   Nice   passes 
through 

23  Cuers. 

15  Pignan, 

15  Le   Luc,   where  it  falls   into 
R.  128. 

ROUTE  128. 

AVIGNOK  TO  KICK  BT  AIX  (MARSEILLES), 
FREJUS  AKO  CAXKSS. 

274  kilom.  *=  170  Eng.  ra. 

DUipences  several  times  a  day. 

The  road  on  quitting  Avignon 
runs  along  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Durance 
(Druentia),  a  turbulent  and  ill-con- 
ducted 'stream,  whose  wide  and  deso- 
late bed  of  gravel,  laid  bare  in  summer, 
bears  so  large  a  proportion  to  the  re- 
duced stream  flowing  in  threads  to- 
wards the  Rhone,  that  a  passing 
traveller  has  no  Idea  of .  the  con- 
siderable volume  of  water  poured 
down  by  it  even  at  that  season 
from  the  supplies  furnished  by  the 
mel^ng  snows  of  the  Alps.  In 
winter,  swollen  in  a  few  hours  to  a 
torrent,  it  not  only  fills  its  channel, 
but  often  inundates  its  banks.  Its 
waters  are  employed  in  irrigating  the 
neighbouring  land.  One  considerable 
Cemal  called  de  CriUon,  from  the 
grandson  of  le  Brave  Crillon,  who 
<ttU8ed  it  to  be  made,  is  passed  by  our 
roRd  near  Bonpas.  Here  we  cross 
the  Durance  by  a  long  wooden  bridge. 
A  road  runs  hence  to  Tlsle  by  which 
the  traveller  visiting  Vauclu8e(p.  45 1 .) 
inay  gain  the  route  to  Marseilles  with- 
out returning  from  Avignon. 


Near  Bonpas  is  the  village  lucres, 
reputed  the  birth-place  of  Petrarc**s 
Laura. 

Higher  up  the  Durance,  on  its  rt. 
bank,  is  Cavaillon  (7000  inhabitants), 
where  are  some  mutilated  Roman 
remains,  an  Arch  of  Triumph,  half 
buried  in  the  ground,  attributed  to  the 
Empress  Constantine,  and  a  curious 
Romanesque  Cathedral  (St.  Veran} 
of  the  1 3th  century,  with  an  apse  of 
the  ]  2th ;  attached  to  it  is  a  curious 
Cloister. 

The  Durance  separates  the  depart- 
ment  of  Vaucluse  from  that  of 
Bouches  du  Rhone. 

1 9  St.  Andeol,  There  is  a  cross  road 
from  this  to  St.  Remy,  whose  Romau 
monuments  are  described  at  p.  455. 
It  lies  at  the  foot  of  the  low  chain  of 
bare  limestone  hills,  visible  to  the  S., 
extending  from  Tarascon  to  Orgon, 
called  LeB  Alpines. 

9  Orgon.  Inns :  Poste ;  dear,  and 
not  to  be  recommended,  —  I.  K. 

This  is  a  town  of  2000  inhabitants, 
near  the  1.  bank  of  the  Durance,  at 
the  foot  of  a  hill  crowned  by  a  ruined 
castle. 

The  Caned  de  Soisgelin,  a  branch 
of  the  Canal  de  Craponne,  which 
conveys  the  fresh  water  of  the  Du- 
rance to  the  Rhone  at  Aries,  ferti- 
lising the  land  on  its  passage,  is  here 
carried  through  the  rock  in  a  Tmntd, 
known  as  the  Pieri-e  Percee,  of  no 
gTeat  length. 

Napoleon  on  his  way  from  Fon« 
tainebleau  to  Elba,  was  nearly  torn  in 
pieces  hereby  the  infuriated  populace 
and  became  so  much  alarmed  as  to  dis- 
guise himself  as  a  courier,  and  ride  on 
before  his  own  carriage. 

The  Canal  de  Craponne  is  crossed 
at 

1 7  Pont  Royal : '  there  is  a  pretty 
fountain  near  the  post  house. 

Canal  to  Marseilles  from  the  Du* 
ranee. 

**  A  highly-important  hydraulic 
work  has  been  projected,  and  is  now 
in  rapid  progress  of  execution  under 
the  able  direction   of  M.  de  Mont« 
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ticiitf.  This  Canal  will  derive  its  water 
frouk  the  Durance,  near  to  the  suspen  • 
taxm  bridge  at  Pertuis,  and  this  will 
be  conducted  by  open  cutting  and  tun- 
IMiling  for  a  .distance  of  51  miles, 
through  a  most  mountainous  and 
difficult  country,  until  it  reaches  the 
l^d  territory  of  Marseilles,  where  it 
will  be  employed  for  the  supply  of 
the  city,  as  well  as  for  irrigation,  and 
g;iying  activity  to  various  branches 
of  industry  which  require  water 
power. 

"  The  section  and  &11  of  this  canal 
it  calculated  to  pass  1 1  tons  of  water 
per  second,  and  its  levels  are  so  dis- 
posed, that  this  quantity  of  water  will 
arrive  near  to  the  city,  at  an  elevation 
of  400  ft  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

•*  Perhaps  no  work  of  this  descrip- 
tion has  been  attempted  either  in  an- 
ient or  modem  times  more  hardy  in 
its  conception,  or  more  really  iiseful 
in  its  effects. 

**  Three  chains  of  limestone  moun- 
tains are  ^ready  nearly  pierced  by 
the  10  miles  of  tunnels  which  are  re- 
ipiiired  to  conduct  this  stream ;  and  an 
squeduct,  which  is  to  convey  it  across 
the  ravine  of  the  river  Arc  (about  5 
miles  from  Aix)  is  now  in  construc- 
tion ;  Its  elevation  above  the  river 
will  be  262  ft.  and  its  length  across 
Ifae  ravine  1230  feet.  The  design 
:£>r  this  gigantic  structure  is  in  ex- 
cellent  taste,  and  as  a  work  of  art,  it 
'Will  not  suffer  from  comparison  with 
the  ikmous  Pont  du  Gard,  which  it 
viU  much  surpass  both  in  altitude 
and  size.  The  estimated  cost  of  this 
'Banal  is  about  450,000^  and  this  sum 
ii  raised  by  the  dty  of  Marseilles 
•vithbot  aid  from  the  government. 
The  revenue  arising  from  this  work 
will  be  principally  from  supplying 
water  £»r  irrigation,  as  the  value  of 
land  in  such  a  climate  is  quadrupled 
if  water  can  be  so  applied  to  it.**— ^P.  ■ 
T* 

*  \t  U  not  expected  that  the  canal  of  Mar- 

•aiUes  will  eflfect  the  purification  of  the  port. 

.Hie  water  will  be  otherwise  employed,  and 

another  plan  for  effecting  this  has  been  pro- 

*poted  by  Mr.  P.  Taylor. 


Lambesc  is  passed  on  the  way  to 

14  St.  Cannat,  where  our  road  is 
joined  by  that  frt>m  Aries  and  Nis* 
mes.    (R.  127.) 

A  hilly  country  succeeds,  bare  and 
bleak,  but  abounding  in  olives,  an4 
not  interesting.  A  long  and  steep 
hill  leads  down  to  Aix  ;  on  its  brow, 
close  to  the  road,  are  subterranean 
Quarries  of  Gypsum  ,in  connectlonwith 
which  a  great  number  of  well  pre- 
served fossil  fish  and  insects  are  found. 
They  occur  in  a  fresh-water  shale, 
whose  laminations  are  so  minute  as  to 
resemble  the  leaves  of  a  book ;  on 
splitting  them  open  the  fossils  are 
found  between. 

The  Montague  de  St.  Victor,  rising 
to  the  £.  of  Aix,  is  a  conspicuous  fea- 
ture in  the  landscape  (see  p.  48 Si.). 

16  Aix. — Inn :  H.  des  Princes,  ex- 
cellent: (F.  jfiT.)  —  Poste  and  Palais 
Royal,  both  good. 

Aix  is  a  flourishing  town  of  22,575 
inhabitants,  agreeably  situated  in  a 
basin  surrounded  by  hills  of  abunp> 
dant  fertility,  amidst  almond  groves 
and  plantations  of  olives,  which  fur- 
nish the  much  esteemed  sweei  oU  t^ 
AiXi  the  best  produced  in  France. 

The  broad  street  called  the  Cows, 
by  which  you  »iter  the  town,  is  vexy 
striking:  it  is  lined  with  handsome 
modem  houses  including  the  chief 
hotels,  closed  at  one  end  by  an  iron 
rail,  and  ornamented  with  3  fountains, 
one  of  which  bears  a  statue,  by  David, 
ofle  Bon  Hot  Ren4,  who  is  represented 
holding  a  bunch  of  Muscat  grapes, 
which  he  introduced  into  France. 
During  his  reign,  Aix  was  the  scene 
of  gaiety  and  luxury,  and  the  seat  of 
art  and  literature.  Within  the  mo- 
dem and  external  quarters  of  tbe 
town,  which  assume  somewhat  the 
aspect  of  boulevards,  is  the  Old  Toiwi^ 
the  ancient  capital  of  Provence,  the 
r«sort  of  the  troubadours,  the  home 
of  poetry,  gallantry,  and  politeness ; 
the  theatre  of  the  courts  of  love,  and 
of  gay  letes  and  tournaments,  during 
the  reign  of  Raymond  Beranger  IV. 
as  well  as  of  Reo^  of  Ai\jou.     |t  still 
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retttot  in  ptft  its  feudal  walls  and 
gates,    and    its  streets  are  narrow. 
Here  stands  the  CaihedraX  of  St,  Sau^ 
vtuTf  parts  of  which  are  very  ancient» 
as  Uie  S.  aide  of  the  nave,  resting 
partly  on  a  wall  of  Roman  masonry, 
entered  by  a  curious  portal  flanked 
by  2  Corinthian  columns,   probably 
antique^  within  which  is  a  plain  round 
arch.      Attached   to  the   aisle  is  a 
Baptisttry  recently  restored,  around 
which  are  arranged  a  number  of  an- 
tique pillars  of  polished  granite,  sup- 
porting round  arches.      These  por- 
tions   are  all    Romanesque,  of   the 
Ifith  century,  as  well  as  the  Cloister 
remarkable  for   the   variety  of  the 
columns  supporting  it.      The  central 
aisle  is  later,  in  the  florid  Gothic,  and 
the  N.  aisle  shows  traces  of  the  Italian 
atyle.      The   main    W,  entrance  re- 
sembles in  character   somewhat  tlie 
perpendicular  English  Gothic,  over- 
loaded with  ornaments.     The  heads 
of  the  statues  ornamenting  it,   de- 
stroyed at  the  Revolution,  have  been 
xestored  in  the  worst  manner.     The 
carved  wooden   doors  merit  notice; 
they  were  executed  1503.     The  bas- 
reliefs  upon  them   represent  the   4 
Theological  Virtues  (?  the   Sibyls), 
tmd  the  12  Prophets;  the  ornaments, 
a  mixture  of   Gothic  ,  and    Renais- 
sance, are   very  delicately  executed. 
-The  doors  are  covered  with  a  sort  of 
shutter  to  protect  them,  which   the 
Bitoristan  will  remove  for  a  small  fee. 
Within  the  church  is  a  very  good 
old  pidtire  of  the  Virgin  and  Child, 
.on  the  top  of  a  tree  surrounded  by  a 
glory.     Below,  an  angel  appears  to  a 
shepherd,  probably  intended  to  repre- 
-sent  Moses  and   the  burning  bush. 
On  the  outside  of  the  two  wings  or 
shutters    which   cover  the    picture, 
painted  in  black  and  white,  are  tlie 
aogel  Gabriel  appearing  to  the  Virgin, 
and  within  are  King  Rene,  and  his 
second  wife,  Jeanne  'de  Laval,  both 
evidently  portraits;   he,  attended  by 
his  patron  saints,  the  Magdalen,  St. 
.Anthony  and  St.  Maurice;  she   ac- 
companied by  St.  John,  St.  Nicholas 


and  St.  Catherine,  the  last  a  beavtecM«i 
and  most  elevated  countenance.  This 
picture  is  attributed,  like  many  others^ 
in  different  parts  of  France,  to  the  pen- 
cil of  King  Ren^ ;  it  is  probably  the 
work  of  a  Flemish  artist  of  the  school 
of  Van  Eyck :  its  date  must  be  poste** 
rior  to  1455,  as  Ren^  did  not  marry 
Jeanne  de  Laval  until  that  year. 

There  are  some  marble  bas-re^ 
liefs,  which  probably  belonged  to 
an  antique  sarcophagus,  representing 
Christ  and  the  Apostles  in  the  chapel 
of  St,  Mitre,  and  others  of  the  15th 
century,  behind  the  altar  of  St,^ 
Maurice, 

The  sacristy  of  the  modern  church 
of  La  Madeleine  contains  a  curious 
painting  of  the  Annunciation,  attri^^ 
buted  to  Alb.  Durer. 

The  Mtueum  contains  numerous 
fragments  of  antiquity,  inscriptiKMi% 
mosaics,  sculpture,  bronzes,  chiefly 
found  in  the  neighbourhood,  includin|^ 
a  torso  of  a  youth,  a  tripod  carved 
with  a  dancing  female  in  relief  and 
a  statue,  said  to  be  Hercules. 

The  Pictures,  as  usual,  are  for  the 
most  part  very  mediocre ;  but  among 
the  modern  works  is  a  sample  of 
Granet,  a  native  of  Aix. 

The  Public  Library  contains  not 
less  than  100,000  vols. 

Aix,  the  AqwB  Sextim  of  tha 
Romans,  derives  its  origin  from  a 
Roman  colony  sent  hither  to  defend 
the  Phocaean  colonists  of  Marseilles 
from  the  attacks  of  the  Salyes,  in 
the  year  630  after  the  building  of 
Rome.  Its  warm  mineral  wDotart 
served  probably  as  an  inducenient  fer 
them  to  select  this  spot.  The  hot 
saline  spring  still  exists,  but  it  is  nei« 
ther  very  strong,  nor  in  high  repute. 

A  bath  house  is  erected  over  the 
source  in  the  suburb,  and  there  ace 
remains  of  vaults  near  it,  said  to 
be  Roman.  The  water  is  so  weak  thait 
the  baths  may  with  safety  be  takesn 
as  ordinary  warm  baths.  Tbe  chief 
spring,  called  Source  de  Sextius,  from 
tbe  founder  of  the  Roman  Colony, 
Caius  Sextius  Calvinus,  has  a  temper* 
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ature  of  76^  Fahr.  At  tlie  beginning 
of  last  century  it  diminished  greatly 
in  quantity,  in  consequence  of  wells 
being  dug  at  a  place  called  Barret,  2 
m.  o%  which,  brought  to  light,  at  a 
short  distance  from  the  suHace,  very 
copious  springs,  similar  in  nature  to 
those  in  the  town,  but  cold.  The 
magistrates,  however,  ordered  these 
jBources  to  be  stopped  up ;  and  22 
days  after,  the  warm  spring  of  Sextius 
had  regained  |ths  of  its  original  vo- 
lume. It  would  appear  from  this  re- 
markable occurrence,  that  the  source 
of  heat  must  lie  between  the  Source 
de  Barret  and  that  of  Sextius. 

Few  provincial  towns  in  France 
have  produced  a  greater  number  of 
remarkable  men  than  Aix :  among 
them  the  learned  Peiresc,  the  Mar- 
quis d'Argens,  the  naturalists  Tour- 
nefort  and  Adanson,  the  painters 
J.  B.  Vanloo  and  Granet,  and  Ge- 
neral Miollis. 

The  commerce  in  the  sweet  oil  of 
Aix  has  greatly  fallen  off  since  1 830, 
when  an  unusually  severe  frost  killed 
a  laree  proportion  of  the  olive  trees 
in  this  neighbourhood. 

Diligences  to  Marseilles  4  or  5 
daily ;  to  Nice ;  to  Avignon  ;  Aries : 
Nismes  to  Gap;  Digne;  Toulon. 
MaUeposte  daily  to  Paris  (in  64 
hours)  and  Marseilles;  to  Nice  in 
20  hours. 

The  road  to  Marseilles  and  Tou« 
Ion  is  described  in  Route  127. 

The  road  to  Nice  passes  under  the 
precipitous  heights  of  the  Mont  St. 
Fictoire,  and  not  far  from  the  spot 
where  Marius  is  supposed  to  have 
defeated  the  Cimbri,-  b.  c.  125. 
J 00,000  of  the  barbarians  are  stated 
to  have  been  slain  or  taken  prisoners, 
and  the  battle-field  on  the  banks  of 
the  Arc  was  long  known  by  the 
name  "  Campi  Putridi,"  whence  the 
modern  village  Pourridres. 
.12  Chateauneufle  Rouge. 
.   11   Grande  Pugdre. 

22  Tourves,  a  town  of  2800  inha- 
bitants, in  the  department  of  Var. 
fip  inn,    St  Maximin  has  rather  a 


fine  Gothic  church,  very  loffcy  withini 
but  destitute  of  a  W.  front,  without 
transepts,  but  ending  in  3  apses.  It 
was  founded  by  Charles  II.,  King  of 
Naples,  and  Count  of  Provence,  1279, 
but  seehis  chiefly  of  the  15th  century. 
The  woodwork  of  the  pulpit  and 
sacristy  are  well  preserved. 

12  BrignoUes.  —  Inn,  La  Post^ 
very  good.  In  this  town  of  6000  in- 
habitants, an  extensive  trade  is  carried 
on  in  dried  fruits.  The  **  prunes  de 
BrignoUes,**  though  sold  here,  are  ii^ 
&ct  produced  in  the  country  around 
Digne  (Basses  Alpes.) 

14  flassans.  —  Inn,  La  Poste;  de* 
cent. 

9  Le  Luc.  Here  the  road  from 
Toulon  and  Hyeres  falls  in.  (See 
R.  127.) 

12  Vidauban. — Inns:  Hotel  de 
Provence  (?) :  —  Poste ;  good  beds, 

13  Le  Muy. 

15  Frejuf, — Inns:  Hotel du Midi, 
very  clean  and  comfortable: — Poste ; 
braves  gens.  —  F,  K. 

Outside  the  walls  of  this  small  and 
dirty  town,  the  once  celebrated  Forum 
JtUii  founded  by  Ceesar,  on  the  W., 
are  the  remains  of  a  small  Circus,  re- 
cently cleared  out,  far  inferior  in  size 
and  preservation  to  those  of  Nismes 
and  Aries.  The  direction  of  the  old 
Roman  town  walls  may  also  be  traced 
by  existing  fragments  of  them.  The 
ancient  harbour  in  which  Augustus 
posted  the  fleet  of  300  galleys  cap. 
tured  at  Actium  from  Antony,  is  now 
sanded  up  by  the  deposits  of  the 
Argens  (Argentius)  and  is  hardly  to 
be  discovered.  Near  the  sea-shore  a 
sort  of  low  pyramid  resting  on  a 
square  base  is  pointed  out  as  an  an« 
cient  lighthouse. 

Between  the  sea  and  the  town  is  a 
Roman  arch,  formed  of  small  stones 
alternating  with  layers  of  tiles,  called 
Porte  Dorde.  Tlie  Cathedral  of  St, 
Etienne  is  neither  large  nor  hand- 
some, but  may  interest  the  antiquary 
as  a  Romanesque  edifice  of  the,  11th 
or  12th  century.  Adjoining  it  is  a 
Baptistery^  resting  on  8  antique  co- 
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liimiia  of  grey  gfanite  with  nnuUe 
cspitals. 

The  most  eonsiderable  and  inte- 
retting  Roman  remains  here  are  those 
of  an  Aqueduct,  passed  on  the  way 
po  Cannes.  It  has  been  traced  for 
more  than  24  m.  up  the  valley  of  the 
Ciagne,  whose  dear  water  it  con- 
veyed to  the  town.  Many  of  the 
trebes  and  piers  remain  perfect.  It 
is  a  picturesque  subject  for  the  pencil. 

Napoleon  landed  at  the  small  port 
of  St  Raphael  near  this,  1 799,  on  his 
return  from  Egypt,  and  embarked 
hence,  1814,  for  Elba.  This  is  the 
birth-place  of  the  Abb^  Sieyes,  and  is 
said  to  be  that  of  Julius  Agricola. 

The  French  coast  between  Toulon 
and  Nice  is  bordered  by  3  small  hilly 
chains  called />«  AfaurM  (because  once 
occupied  by  Saracen  brigands)  and 
Let  JSeterde,  They  are,'as  it  were,  the 
roots  or  footstool  of  the  Alps,  whose 
higher  ridges  protect  them  from  the 
N.  Consequently  in  their  recesses 
9nd  on  their  S.  slopes  they  seem  to 
enjoy  a  peculiar  and  privileged  cli- 
mate. Though  their  peaks  are  bare, 
near  their  bases  the  aloe,  cactus,  and 
palm  Bourish  in  the  open  air;  and 
the  umbrella  pine,  as  in  Italy,  raises 
Hs  graceful  head  close  to  the  sea- 
shore. This  is  the  true  "garden  of 
Provence.**  The  Esterels  mountains 
are  partly  of  porphyry,  and  are  highly 
picturesque  in  their  forms,  as  is  in- 
variably the  case  where  that  rock 
occurs.  The  red  porphyry  was 
worked  by  the  Romans,  and  used 
by  them  for  the  buildings  of  Frejus, 
and  was  even  sent  to  Rome ;  the 
ancient  quarry  has  been  discovered 
about  1 }  m.  from  the  shore. 

The  scenery  of  the  pass  of 

14  L'Esterel,  varied  by  the  fine 
Ibliage  of  the  cork  tree,  arbutus,  and 
evergreen  oak,  is  very  pleasing,  and 
is  diversified  by  fine  sea  views. 

20  Cannes.  —  Inns  :  La  Poste,  un- 
eomfortable>-jP.  K, : — H6tel  du  Nord. 

This  is  a  neat  and  cheerful  small 
town,  finely  situated  in  a  moun- 
tainous country  at  the  bottom  of  a 
v.e«ntifii1  l»".- 


About'}  a  mile  off  is  the  villa  TxHiiae 
El^nore,  built  by  Lord  Broughtan^  in 
one  of  the  most  charming  situations 
in  the  S.  of  France.  It  ia  plainly 
but  well  furnished. 

Napoleon  landed  at  Cannes  from 
Elba  in  March  1815,  with  an  army 
composed  of  500  grenadier  ^uard^ 
SOO  dragoons,  and  100  lancers  vidtfa- 
out  horses.  He  took  the  road  to 
Grasse  and  bivouacked  the  first  nigiit 
in  an  olive  garden  there. 

Opposite  Cannes,  about  2|m.  from 
the  shore,  lies  the  Ih  Ste,  MettyuerUe^ 
one  of  the  group  of  2  isles  cadied 
Lerins,  in  whose  fert,  once  a  state 
prison,  the  man  in  the  iron  mask 
long  lingered.  The  dnngeon  In 
which  he  was  confined  17  years  is 
still  pointed  out;  its  walls  are  12 ft. 
thick,  and  its  solitary  window  is 
guarded  by  treble  iron  bars.  Tlie 
only  approach  to  it  was  throng  the 
governor's  rooms. .  In  the  midst  of  a 
small  garden  is  a  curious  square 
building  with  a  door  in  each  ftce. 
On  the  lie  St  Honorat  are  remains 
of  a  fortified  convent,  a  church  and  a 
baptistery,  all  deserving  the  attenti<m 
of  the  antiquary. 

Grasse,  10  m.  N.of  Cannes,  (1^»888 
inhab.)  has,  after  Paris,  the  most  ex« 
tensive  manufacture  of  perfumery  in 
France,  made  from  the  flowers,  roses, 
&c.  which  flourish  in  its  neighbour- 
hood, favoured  by  the  mild  climate. 
Some  of  the  nursery  gardens  near 
Cannes  produce  annually  200,000 
francs  worth  of  flowers  of  orangey 
lemon,  heliotrope,  hyacynthe,  which 
are  sent  to  Grasse  to  supply  its  distil- 
leries. 

1 1  Antibes  is  a  flourishing  littleaea* 
port,  finely  situated  on  a  height  com- 
manding views  of  the  Maritime  Alps, 

It  is  a  delightful  ride  hence  to 
Nice.  The  torrent  Var,  crossed  by  a 
bridge  of  wood,  divides  France  from 
the  Sardinian  states.  The  French 
custom-house  is  strict.  See  Inyao- 
nucTioy. 

24  Nics  {Inn,  H.des  Etrangers) 
is  described  in  Hakd-book  fob  Noan 
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132  Valence  on  the  Rhone  to 
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137  Grenoble  to  Briangon^  by 
Bourg  tC  Oysans  and  the  Cot 
de  Lauterety  and  by  the  Mont 
Genevre  to  Susa         .         .  505 

139  Gap  to  Brianfon,  by  Eni' 
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(continued)  :  Vol  Queyras, 
Vol  d'Arvietue,  and  VtU 
Fressimkre  ...  508 


INTRODUCTION. SKETCH   OP    THE    COUNTRY. 

This  province  has  been  as  much  neglected  by  travellers  as  many  other  parts 
of  France,  yet  its  scenery  is  of  first-rate  beauty  and  grandeur.  **  I  saw 
nothing  among  the  Alps,"  says  Arthur  Young,  *'  that  offered  such  pleasing 
scenes  as  the  N.  parts  of  Dauphin^. "  The  valley  of  the  Isere  is  made  up  of 
a  series  of  beautiful  scenes,  and  the  part  of  it  about  Grenoble,  the  deservedly 
vaunted  Valine  de  Gresivaudan,  combines  with  the  mountain  forms  of  Switz- 
erland the  luxuriant  vegetation  and  umbrageous  foliage  which  usunlly  cha- 
ncterise  the  S.  slope  of  the  Alps. 

The  Grande  ChaHreuse  has  been  rarely  visited  by  the  English  since  Gray 
and  Horace  Walpole  first  drew  their  attention  to  it,  yet  the  approach  to  it 
from  St.  Ijaurent  is  by  a  gorge  as  fine  as  any  in  the  Alps.  Grenoble  itself 
is  a  striking  city  in  a  very  romantic  situation.  The  new  carriage-road  begun 
by  Napoleon,  and  at  length  nearly  finished,  from  Grenoble  to  Brian^on,  by 
■Bourg  d'Oysans  and  the  Col  of  the  Lauteret,  will  lay  open  a  magnificent 
Alpine  pass. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  however,  Dauphin^  includes,  in  the  block  of  moun- 
;taiB8  which  separate  the  basin  of  the  Romanche  from  that  of  the  Durance,  and 
the  sources  of  the  Drac,  the  highest  mountain  inFrance,  the  Mont  PelvouXf  whose 

*  The  naxMDouphtn  (DdphinoSt  whence  Danphing),  borne  by  the  eldest  iod  of  the'  King 
of  France  down  to  1830,  is  of  unknowD  origin,  but  belonged  to  the  Counts  of  Vienne, 
who  also  carried  a  dolphin  as  their  coat  of  arms,  from  the  eleventh  or  twelfth  ceptury  down 
-to  1849,  when  Count  Humbert  111.,  the  last  native  Dau]rtiin  made  oVer  his  tkle  and  do- 
mains to  the  eldest  son  of  Philip  of  Valois. 
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culminating  peak,  the  Pointe  des  Arsines  or  Des  Ecrins,  attains  an  elevation  o€ 
13,123  ft.  above  the  sea  level.      Tet,  though  the  loftiest  summit  in  the  Alpine 
chain  between  Mont  Blanc  and  the  Mediterranean,  and  considerably  higher  tluin 
Monte  Viso,  its  name  rarely  appears  on  maps  and  in  books  of  geography  even 
published  in  France.     Among  the  few  persons  who  have  visited  it,   besides 
engineers  employed  in  the  vicinity,  are  M.  Elie  de  Beaumont,  and  our  ovm 
countryman,  Prod  Forbes,  of  Edinburgh,  who  have  examined  it  geolo^callj. 
The  icenery  around  the  Mont  Pelvoux  will  well  repay  the  trouble  of  a  visit : 
it  is  of  a  sublime,  but  desolate  and  savage  character.     It  is  best  approached 
from  Bourg  d'Oysans,  whence  a  path  runs  by  Val  Cbristophe  to  Berarde^  a 
desolate  village,  at  its  base,  buried  by  snow  7  months  of  the  year,  and  hemmed 
in  by  precipices,  with  the  scantiest  vegetation  around,  and  beyond  it  moraines 
and  the  glacier  of  La  Condamine.     It  is  destitute  of  any  accommodatioa  5 
JDdeed,  the  traveller  who  explores  the  Montagues  d'Oysans  must  be  prepared 
to  rough  it ;  the  mere  tourist  is  an  animal  nearly  unknown  as  yet  among 
them.     Mont  Pelvoux  is  surrounded  by  other  lofty  peaks,  all  inclining  their 
heads  to  him  as  in  homage  to  the  monarch  of  the  French  Alps,  but  presenting 
sides  nearly  precipitous,  surrounding  the  desolate  valley  of  Berard  as  it  were 
with  a  colossal   circus,  36  miles  in  circumference,  forining  an  arrangement 
which  has  been  compared  to  the  petals  of  a  flower. 

The  Valleys  of  the  Hautes  Alpety  including  the  Val  Fressiniere  to  the  S.  of 
Mont  Pelvoux,  and  the  Vals  Queiras  and  Pragelas,  running  E.  from  Embrun 
and  Mont  Dauphin  towards  the  Monte  Viso,  although  destitute  of  roads  and 
accessible  only  by  the  pedestrian,  will  be  explored  with  a  double  interest  not 
only  for  their  noble  scenery,  but  also  as  the  refuge  of  persecuted  Protestants, 
the  kindred  of  the  Albigenses  and  Vaudois,  and  also  in  recent  times  as  the 
scene  of  the  labours  of  the  virtuous  pastor,  Felix  NefF. 

BourceVs  "  Carte  du  Haut  Dauphin^**  is  an  indispensable  travelling  com. 
panion,  and  is  not  to  be  surpassed  for  accuracy. 

Gilly^s  "  Life  of  Felix  Neff,'*  of  which  there  is  a  pocket  edition,  will  be  read 
with  interest  amidst  the  scenes  of  bis  ministry. 


ROUTE  131. 

LTONS  TO  GRKNOBLE  BT  VIBNKE,  0& 
BT  BOURGOIN. — EXCURSIOX  TO  THE 
GEAMOS  CHARTREUSE. 

a.  By  Vienne  1 13  kilom.  s70  Eng. 
m.  A  diligence  daily.  The  road  is 
the  sante  as  R.  1 2S»  as  far  as 

27  Vienne. 

15  La  Detourbe. 

14  Chatonay. 

17  La  Frette.        •    ■  «• 

15  Rives. 

1 3  Voreppe,  p.  494. 

14  Gtentile,  p.  497* 

b.  The     route     by 


Bourgoin 


IS 


shorter  than  the  preceding  by  7  ki. 


lom.  ;   it  is  the  road  to  Chamberry 
and  Turin  as  far  as  Bourgoin. 

^Diligences  go  daily;  and  1  or  ^ 
to  Chamberry  and  Turin  follow  th^ 
road  by  Bourgoin  and  Pont  de  Beau* 
voisin. 

The  road  quits  Lyons  by  the  Pont 
Guillotidre,  and  the  long  suburb  of 
that  name,  emerging  between  two  of 
the  recently  erected  detached  fertt; 
It  enters  the  Department  of  the  Is^re 
before  reaching 

6  Bron,  a  solitary  post-house. 

11  St.  Laurent  des  Mdres^  ?80 
called  fVom  the  mulberry  trees. 

1 1  La  Verpillidre. 

12  Bourgoin  (Poste ;  good),  a  neat 
manufacturing  town  of  about  3750 
inhabitants,  whose  industry  is  pro- 
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motedby  the  Bourbre  and  2  other  small 
streams  flowing  through  it.  Here  are 
manufactures  of  cotton,  calico,  cloth, 
and  paper.  A  considerable  trade  is 
carried  on  in  flour  and  wool ;  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  place  is  promoted  by 
Its  position  at  the  point  where  the 
roads  from  Lyons  to  Charaberry  and 
Grenoble  branch  off. 


The  way  to  Cbamberry  and  Turin 
runs  through 

14  La  Tour  du  Pin  (Poste;  toler- 
able), a  town  of  2484  inhabitants. 

9  Gaz  (no  inn) ;  a  road  runs  hence 
by  Voirons,  a  town  of  6924  inhabit- 
ants,  where  great  quantities  of  sail- 
cloth and  other  coarse  cloths  are 
made,  to  Voreppe  and  Grenoble. 

7  PontduBeauvoisin  (Poste; fallen 
off),  a  frontier  town  on  the  Guier, 
which  here  separates  France  from 
Sardinia.  The  respective  custom- 
houses of  the  two  countries  are  situ- 
ated  at  the  two  extremities  of  the 
bridge  over  it. 

The  road  runs  along  up  tlie  rt. 
bank  of  the  Guier,  but  high  above  it, 
through  a  picturesque  and  fertile 
country  at  first,  and  afterwards  through 
the  grand  gorge  of  La  Chaille. 

15  (2  posts)  Les  Echelles,  a  vil- 
lage situated  at  the  junction  of  2 
streams,  the  Guiers  Vif  and  Mort. 

About  8  m.  S.  of  this,  up  the  Guiers 
Mort,  is  St.  Laurent  du  Pont,  the  point 
from  which  the  Grande  Chartreuse  is 
visited  (see  p.  494.). 

A  good  road  leads  from  Les 
Echelles  to  Grenoble,  through  St. 
Laurent. 

Chamberry  is  fully  described,  to- 
gether with  the  road  thither  from  Pont 
Beauvoisiny  in  the  Swiss  Hand- 
Book. 


"Road  to  Grenoble,  the  direct  road 
from  Lyons  to  Grenoble,  turns  off 
from  the  preceding  route  i^ 

40  Bourgoin. 

1]  Eclose. 

15  La  Frette.  We  here  fall  into  the 
road  a  to  Grenoble  by  Vienne,  p.  492. 


The  Chlteau  of  La  Frette  was  the 
birth-place  of  the  terrible  Baron  de^ 
Adrets,  a  sort  of  French  Alva,  at 
whose  name  and  war-cry  "  Beau- 
mont **  squadrons  used  to  turn  and 
fly.  At  the  age  of  60  he  led  on  the 
Huguenots  against  tlie  Romanists,  and 
especially  against  the  party  of  the 
Guises.  He  died  here,  after  having 
become  himfaclf  a  Romanist,  at  the 
age  of  80. 

La  Cote  St.  Andrl,  a  little  to  the 
W.,  is  famed  for  its  distilleries  of 
liqueurs. 

13  Rives,  on  a  stream  called  La 
Fure. 

After  surmountmg  a  hill  the  road 
descends  at  Moirans  into  the  beautiful 
valley  of  the  It>ere.  The  portion  of  it 
extending  upwards  from  Voreppe  to 
Chapareilian  is  called  the  ViMeif  of 
Grtsdvaufian,  and  is  deservedly  cele- 
brated as  one  of  the  most  productive 
and  beautiful  in  France.  In  culture^ 
abundance,  and  variety  of  crops  it  is 
scarce  surpassed  by  those  luxuriant 
valleys  stretching  down  into  Italy  oi^ 
the  S.  side  of  the  Alps.  Up  to  the 
point  where  the  mountains  rise  in  bare 
precipitous  rocks,  or  are  girt  with 
dark  forests,  every  portion  is  con- 
stantly subject  to  tillage,  and  produces 
a  vast  variety  of  crops.  Besides  corn 
and  clover,  hemp,  for  which  the  valley 
is  celebrated,  grows  often  to  the  height 
of  15  ft.  Orchards,  chestnuts,  and 
mulberry  trees  rise  above  these  ;  and 
the  vine,  also  very  abundant,  instead 
of  being  allowed  to  crawl  along  the 
ground,  or  being  clipped  like  a  cur- 
rant bush,  slings  its  graceful  festoons 
from  tree  to  tree,  or  is  trained  along 
wooden  trellis.  The  roads  are  lined 
and  shaded  with  trees,  and  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  see  across  the  valley  for  the 
dense  screen  of  foliage,  but  it  hides 
the  somewhat  arid  hills  from  view, 
and  thus  modifies  an  unpleasing  fea- 
ture. Industry,  abundant  irrigation, 
and  manure  have  brought  the  whole 
to  the  condition  of  a  luxuriant  gar- 
den, and  a  great  portion  of  the  bottom 
is  carpeted  with  meadows. 
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13  Voreppe,  a  ilourishing  tillmge 
abounding  in  inns,  chiefly  resorted  to 
by  waggoners,  of  which  the  Petit 
Paris  seems  the  best 

Thk  Gilakdk  CHARTaxuss. 

'*  Per  Inrlat  nipet,  fera  per  jugs, 
CUvoique  prsruptoi,  toDantet 
later  sqaa«»  nemorumque  noctero." 

GSAT. 

"  There  are  certain  scenes  that  would 
awe  an  atheist  into  belief  without  the 
hrip  of  other  argument.  I  am  well 
persuaded  St.  Bruno  was  a  man  of 
no  common  genius  to  choose  such  a 
place  for  his  retirement."—  Gray's 
Letters, 

N.  B.  — Those  who  cannot  content 
tbemseWes  with  Carthusian  fare,  riz. 
aonpe  maigre,  herbs,  and  an  omelet, 
had  better  take  some  cold  meat  and 
wine  with  them  on  this  eicursion. 

A  tolerably  good  qfross  road,  prac- 
ticable for  carriages,  strikes  off  from 
Voreppe  N.  to  Les  Echelles,  up  a 
aide  Talley  shaded  by  walnut  trees, 
ascending  steeply  at  first.  At  a 
distance  of  about  6  m.,  where  the 
Talley  has  widened  out,  tbe  road 
from  Voirons  and  Le  Gaz  (p.  493.) 
falls  in,  and  4  m.  further  lies  St. 
Laurent  dn  Pont,  a  small  Tillage, 
with  a  poor  and  not  very  moderate 
inn.  Here  the  traveller  bound  to 
tbe  Chartreuse  must  turn  out  of  the 
carriage  road,  which  continues '  on 
to  Les  Echelles,  and  the  rest  of  the 
way  must  be  performed  on  horseback 
or  on  foot.  A  mule  or  horse  may  be 
bired  here  for  5  fr. ;  a  guide  is  unne- 
cessary. 

St.  Laurent  lies  on  tbe  stream  called 
Guiers  Mort,  up  whose  valley  our 
way  lies:  it  is  at  first  bounded  by 
gentle  slopes  covered  with  pasture 
below,  and  above  with  wood,  but  it 
soon  contracts  into  a  wooded  gorge, 
not  exceeded  for  picturesque  gran* 
deur  among  the  Alps.  At  Four- 
voirie,  a  little  more  than  a  mile  from 
St.  Laurent,  near  an  iron  forge,  now 
bankrupt  and  deserted,  tbe  moun- 
tains close  together ;  the  river,  hem- 


med in  by  vertical  precipncea  tiP  tsMC 
height,  is  spanned  by  a  singfe-arched 
bridge,  and  gushes  forth  from  lye- 
tween  the  smoothed  rock«  wiA  the 
swiftness  of  a  cataract,  in  cMie  deep 
sea-green  flood.  The  jaws  at  tbe 
gorge  seem  barely  rent  asunder  sofll- 
ciently  to  allow  the  stream  to  pass* 
The  space  cut  out  for  tbe  road  between 
the  torrent  and  the  mountain  pred- 
pioe  is  occupied  by  a  g8tewa3r,  a 
pointed  arch,  faced  by  a  modem  and 
less  picturesque  one.  It  originally 
served  for  defence,  and  marked  the 
limit  of  the  domain  of  the  monas- 
tery or  of  the  *•  Desert  of  St.  Bruno,'* 
as  it  was  styled.  The  bridge,  the 
fofgCy  the  gateway,  the  river,  and  the 
precipices,  combine  to  form  a  most 
romantic  natural  picture,  which  will 
gratify  the  artist's  eye,  and  has  often 
employed  the  pencil.  Within  this 
grand  portal  the  sides  of  the  defile, 
up  which  the  rough  mule  patfi  is  car- 
ried, are  rocks  and  precipices  of 
limestone  many  hundred  feet  bigh^ 
but  their  savageness  is  subdued  by  the 
dense  foliage  which  lines  th^m,  so 
that  it  is  a  ride  tfaroufrh  a  forest  tbe 
whole  way.  The  varied  combinationa 
of  rock,  tree,  and  river,  —  of  ro^s 
at  a  vast  height  overhead,  inclniing 
over  the  tree  tops  and  the  wayfarer,— 
of  the  torrent  foaming  and  rushing 
in  the  depths  below,  now  spanned  by 
a  bridge,  now  studded  by  sawnnilt^ 
its  constant  roar,  as  it  frets  and  worms 
its  way,  indicating  its  presence,  even 
when  lost  to  view  by  the  bends  of 
the  gorge  or  the  interventitin  of  rocks 
and  trees,  —  and  the  varied  foroos 
and  tints  of  the  Toliage  especially  in 
autumn,  —  redeem  the  defile  from  all 
monotony.  The  road,  tiiough  nar- 
row, must  have  cost  the  monks  much, 
and  could  only  have  been  executed  in 
a  long  time,  and  with  great  labour, 
being  cut  out  of 'the  rock  great  part 
of  tlie  war.  Since  the  Revolution, 
however,  which  ruined  the  mmiks;  it 
has  gone  to  decay  also,  and  in  places 
is  now  barely  passable,  intertect^  by 
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holte   in  irt'lnch  you  might  burj  a 
mule,  filled  with  mud,  in  which  your 
animal  plunges  knee-deep.    In  places 
the  torrents  from  the  mountains  have 
adopted  it  as  their  bed  ;  in  others  it 
b  no  better  than  a  steep  staircase  of 
bare  rock.     Owing  to  the  badness  of 
the  road,  no  wheeled  cart  can  pass, 
and  the  timber  cut  in  the  surrounding 
forests,  and  sawn  into  planks  in  the 
mills  on   the   Guiers,  is  transported 
down  the  valley  slung  with  ropes  by 
the  middle  to  the  sides  of  mules.   The 
deals  thus  nicely  poised  « traverse"  like 
the  needle  of  a  compass,  and  at  every 
movement  of  the  animal  perform  seg- 
ments of  circles  sweeping  the  road, 
and  all  that  is  upon  it.     It  is  by  no 
maans  agreeable  to  meet  a  train  of 
beasts  so  laden,  with  a  precipice  on 
one  side  of  the  narrow  path,  and  a 
wi^l  of  rock  on  the  other;  nor  are  the 
huge  sacks  of  charcoal  more  pleasant 
to  encounter,  as  they  at  least  leave 
tiieir  marks  on  the  clothes,  if  they 
do  net  push  you  down  the   abyss, 
as  the   loaded   animal   brushes   past. 
About  half  way  up,  the  path  is  carried 
by  a  narrow  bridge,  destitute  of  pa- 
rapet,  across    the    Guiers  to  its  rt. 
bwik,  and  after  a  very  severe  ascent 
it  reaches  a  second  gateway,  jammed 
in  as  it   were  between  the  precipice 
Mid  an  obelisk  of  limestone  (pain  de 
suere),     beyond    which,    in    former 
times,  no  female  could  pass,  —  such 
was    the    rigid    regulation     of    St. 
Bruno.      A   guard    of  soldiers  was 
anciently    posted    here   to  keep    the 
pass.       The  mountains  here  separate, 
and  from  the  height  you  look  down 
upon  their  sloping  sides  covered  with 
nearly   unbroken    forest,    stretching 
over  several  minor  valleys.    The  path, 
quitting  the  defile,  turns  to  the  1., 
still     through     woods     but     slightly 
thinned,  though  the  charcoal-burners 
are  habitually  settled  in   them.     At 
the    end  of  a  ride  of  1|  hour,  the 
traveller  reaches   La   Grande    Cfiar- 
tretuey    the    £scurial    of    Dauphin^, 
seated  at  a  height  of  1210met.  (4268 
ft.)  above  the  sea,  shrouded  in  um- 


brageous   woocb,    with    only    sma^ 
patches  of  meadow  and  little  or  no 
level  ground  about  it,  being  quite 
hemmed  in  by  wooded  heights.     The 
position  is  not  grand,  but  solitary, 
desolate,  and  monotonous,  iVom  the 
confined  prospect.     The  convent  is  a 
huge  unpicturesque  pile,  having  nei- 
ther age  nor  architecture  to  recom- 
mend it,   since,  owing   to   repeated 
conflagrations,  which  destroyed  6  or 
^  previous  buildings,  very  little  of  it 
is  older  than  the  1 7th  century.     Ex- 
ternally, its  tent-like  roofs  of  slate* 
higher  than  the  body  of  the  building 
which  they  cover,  are  its  most  con- 
spicuous feature.     Various  straggling 
outhouses  surround  the  main  edifice : 
one  is  a  cowhouse,  another  the  infirm- 
ary, and  one  tenement  is  now  set  apart 
for  females,  who,  though   no   longer 
restricted  to  the  limits  of  the  gate- 
way, are  not  permitted  to   set  foot 
in  the  convent  itself.     Hale  visiters 
are  received   by  one  of  the  fathers, 
called  pere  procureur,  who  is  absolved 
from  the  obligation  of  silence,  and  con- 
ducted along  its  cold  corridors^  one  of 
which  is  660  ft.  long,  and  includes  part 
of  a  Gothic  cloister,  perhaps  of  the 
l;5th   century,  to   the  burial-ground, 
a    simple    inclosure    without    tomb- 
stones.   The  graves  of  the  generals  of 
the  order  alone  were  formerly  marked 
by  stone  crosses,  but  these  were  de-* 
stroyed   at  the   Revolution.      When 
one  of  the  monks  dies,  a  cross  of  lath 
is  set  up  over  his  head ;  but  it  soon 
disappears.     Each  father  has  a  small 
habitation  and  garden  to  himself,  in 
which  a  crucifix  and  a  skull  invite 
him  to  prayer  and  the  contemplation 
of  deutli.     The  cells  are  lined  with 
plain  deals,  and  furnished  with  book- 
shelves.    The  chapel  is  a  lofty  apart- 
ment, quite  plain,  in  which  service  is 
performed  by  night  and  day.     The 
ehapter-house  has  lately  been  painted 
with  portraits  of  the  generals  of  the 
order,  of  no  great  merit,  and  contains 
a  marble  statue  of  St.  Bruno.     The 
number  of  monks  (p^res)  is  now  re- 
duced to  33,  who  are  dressed  in  wihte 
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doCfa»  and  18  Mrvitori  (freres),  clad  in 
brown.  By  the  rule  of  the  oi^er,  the 
jnerobers  were  originally  prohibited 
fnm  speaking  except  on  Sundays  and 
fitet ;  but  tliis  seems  now  not  rigidly 
enforced.  On  certain  days  the  monks 
walk  abroad,  and  ascend  in  company 
to  the  chi^l  of  St.  Bruno  :  this  they 
call  'Me  Spaciment,**  and  they  after- 
wards dine  together  in  the  refectory :  on 
other  occasions  they  eat  alone,  except- 
ing on  fSte  days.  Previous  to  1789, 
the  monks  were  owners  of  St.  Lau- 
rent du  Pont  and  of  many  other  vil- 
lages; their  tenants  were  well  oflT,  the 
ground  well  tilled,  and  they  gave 
away  much  in  charity.  Tliey  were 
excellent  landlords,  managing  their 
estates  prudently,  and  were  just  to 
their  tenants.  The  convent  was  strip- 
ped of  its  vast  possessions  at  the 
Revolution,  and  escaped  being  sold 
only  because  no  purchaser  could  be 
found  for  it ;  but  the  woods  around, 
forfeited  at  that  time,  still  belong  to 
the  government,  and  all  that  remains 
to  the  monks  is  a  garden,  and  the 
right  of  cutting  wood  in  the  forest, 
and  of  pasturage  for  their  cows,  of 
which  they  have  about  50.  They  de- 
pend much  upon  charity,  and  it  is 
customary  for  strangers  who  visit  the 
convent  to  make  a  small  donation  to 
the  alms-box,  and,  if  they  remain  for 
the  night,  to  pay  for  board  and  lodg- 
ing. Hale  visitors  are  entertained 
with  the  humble  fare  of  the  convent, 
eggs,  fish,  and  vegetables,  and  are 
lodged  in  a  little  cell  provided  with  a 
small  bed. 

About  IJ  m.  higher  up  the  moun- 
tain is  tlie  ChapeUe  de  St,  Bruno, 
where  the  founder  of  the  order,  de- 
scended from  an  opulent  family  at 
Cologne,  established  himself,  1084, 
having  resolved  to  abandon  the  world. 
He  retired  to  this  spot,  pointed  out 
to  him  by  Hugues,  Bishop  of  Gren- 
oble, as  a  desert  quite  beyond  the 
haunts  of  man,  and  named,  from  a 
neighbouring  hamlet, Cartuse,  or  Char- 
treuse, whence  the  order  derived  its 


name  Bruno  lived  in  a  cave  or  deft 
of  the  rock,  which  is  pointed  out  still 
higher  up,  and  left  no  written  rule 
for  his  order;  that  was  compiled  44 
years  after  his  deatli  by  Dom  Gui^nes* 

At  a  less  elevation  than   St.  3nx-> 
no*s  is  the  chapel  of  the  Virgiii. 

From  Le  Grand  Som  (soniinet)^ 
the  highest  neighbouring  cliff*  or 
peak,  many  hundred  ft.  abo^e  the 
convent,  marked  by  a  crucifix,  an 
extensive  view  may  be  obtained,  in- 
cluding part  of  the  Lac  de  Botif^e^ 
on  the  side  of  Savoy. 

There  is  only  one  other  outlet  from 
this  upland  valley,  besides  the  road  to 
St.  Laurent  du  Pont     It  is  a  path 
leading  to  the  small  hamlet  of  St» 
Pierre    de   Chartreuse,    and    Sapey, 
3310ft.  above  the  sea  level.     It  is 
much    shorter   than    the  other,   and 
Grenoble  may  be  reached  by  it  in  3 
or  4  hours.     From  the  summit  of  the 
heights,  as  you  descend  towards  that 
city,  a  beautiful  view  is  obtained  oi 
the  Vale  of  Gresivaudan  (see  R.  132, 
p.  500.). 

The    foundation   of   the    Grande 
Chartreuse  by  Saint  Bruno  is  attri« 
buted,  in  the  legendary  histories  of 
him,  to  the  effect  produced  on  him  by 
the  apparition  after  death  of  a  learned 
doctor  of  Paris,  who,  as  the  funeral 
procession  was  proceeding  to  the  place 
of  burial,  burst  from  his  coffin,  ex- 
claiming, "  I  am  accused  by  the  just 
judgment  of  God."    This  occurrence 
sank  so  deeply  on  St.  Bruno^s  mind 
that  he,  with  6  friends,  determined  to. 
quit  the  world,  and  retire  into  the 
wilderness.     At  first  his  only  habita.] 
tion  was  in  the  clefts  of  the  rock,  as 
the  spot  was  inhabited  at  that  time  only 
by  wild  beasts.     The  first  cells  were 
higher  up  than  the  present  con  vent,near 
the  chapel  of  St.  Bruno.     These  mere 
huts  were  swept  away  by  an  avalanche. 
The  first  convent,  on  the  actual  site 
of  the  present  one,  was  built  of  wood 
by  the  5th  Prior,  Guignet,  who  died 
1137.     He  first  committed  towritiiig 
the  rules  of  the  order,  one  of  which 
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n»ns  thus :  —  «  Nous  ne  permettons 
jamais  aux  femmes  d*entrer  dans 
notr?  enceinte ;  car  nous  savons  que 
ni  le  sage,  ni  le  prophete,  ni  le  juge, 
ni  Vbote  de  Dieu,  ni  ses  enfans,  ni 
m^me  le  premier  model e  sort!  de  ses 
mains,  n*ont  pu  echapper  aux  caresses 
ou  aux  tromperies  des  femmes.  Q,u*on 
se  rappelle  Salomon,  David,  Samson, 
JLotb,  et  ceux  qui  ont  pris  les  femmes 
qu*ils  avoient  choisies,  et  Adam  lui- 
m^me ;  et  qu*on  sache  bien  que 
rhorame  ne  peut  cacher  du  feu  dans 
son  seiu  sans  que  ses  vetemens  soient 
embras^,  ni  marcher  sur  des  char- 
bons  ardents  sans  se  bruler  la  plante 
despieds,** 


Between  Voreppe  and  Grenoble  is, 
perhaps,  the  most  picturesque  portion 
of  the  VcUe  of  Gresivaiidan  ;  the  valley 
is  here  bounded  by  mountains  pre- 
cipitous as  well  as  lofty.  The  road 
winds  under  such  a  one  near  the  vil- 
lage of  La  Buisserade,  which  is  parti- 
cularly imposing.  Under  the  dark 
woods  and  heights  on  tlie  opposite 
bank  lies  Sassenage,  and  near  this  the 
river  Drac  pours  itself  into  the  Isere. 

Little  is  seen  of  Grenoble,  at  a  dis- 
tance, in  approaching  from  this  side. 
A  tall  mountain  buttress,  nearly  pre- 
cipitous, projects  forward  to  tlie  Isere, 
leaving  barely  space  for  the  road  at 
its  foot  and  hides  the  town  from 
view.  This  shoulder  of  rock  has 
been  recently  studded  with  fortifica- 
tions, rising  one  above  another  nearly 
to  the  clouds,  918  ft.  above  the  river. 
They  have  taken  10  years  to  con- 
struct; the  natural  strength  of  the 
Jieight  having  been  increased  by  blast- 
ing and  scarping  the  rock  with  gun- 
powder. The  position  of  this  fortress, 
the  citadel  of  Grenoble,  at  an  angle  in 
the  valley  where  the  Isere  makes  a  bend, 
and  opposite  the  opening  of  the  Vale 
of  the  Drac,  gives  it  the  command 
of  these  valleys,  which  would  be  swept 
by  its  guns.  The  chief  work  is  the 
crowning  battery,  to  defend  the  place 


in  the  rear,  where  it  is  surmounted 
by  the  superior  heights  of  the  Mont 
Rachet.  It  is  called  Zm  Bastille 
from  an  old  feudal  castle,  a  bit  of 
which  remains  in  the  midst  of  mo» 
dern  works.  It  is  worth  while  to 
ascend  the  hill  of  the  bastille,  the 
Ehrenbreitstein  of  the  Isere,  for  the 
sake  of  the  view.  It  embraces  the 
town  of  Grenoble  at  your  feet,  laid 
open  as  on  a  plan,  surrounded  by  it^ 
stellated  ramparts  on  a  flat  and  fertile 
tongue  of  land  watered  by  canals^ 
bounded  on  one  side  by  the  Is^re 
and  by  the  Drac  on  the  other.  The 
courses  of  both  rivers  may  be  traced 
from  their  junction  upwards ;  that  of 
the  Isere  is  very  winding,  and  ita 
valley  is  terminated  by  the  snowy  mass 
of  JSiiont  Blanc.  In  front  stretches 
the  straight  road  leading  to  Vizille,. 
and  pointingto  the  mouth  of  the  valley 
of  the  Romanche,  bounded  by  raoun* 
tains  of  very  picturesque  outline. 

Permission  to  enter  the  fortress 
must  be  obtained  from  the  command- 
ant. 

At  the  foot  of  the  rock  crowned 
by  the  bastille,  stands  the  narrow 
suburb  of  St.  Laurent,  wedged  ia 
between  precipices  and  the  river.  One 
side  of  its  confined  street  has  recently 
been  pulled  down  and  converted  into 
a  cheerful  quay. 

St.  Laurent  occupies  the  site  of  the 
original  Gaulish  town,  called  Cular(^ 
mentioned  in  the  letters  of  Plancus  tp 
Cicero ;  it  changed  its  name,  out  o 
compliment  to  the  Emperor  Gratian^ 
into  that  of  GratianopoUs,  whence 
Grenoble. 

A  handsome  stone  bridge^  and  a 
suspension  wire  bridge*  replacing  an 
old  one  of  wood,  connect  this  suburb 
with 

14  Gaenobls. — Inns  :  H.  des  TroU 
Dauphins,  Rue  Montoi^e;  good, 
but  not  very  clean,  and  somewhat  deaf; 
excellent  table-d'bote  at  3  fr.  ;  break- 
fast a-la-fourchette,  2  fr.  In  this 
house  Napoleon  lodged  ou  his  retura 
from  Elba :  the  room   he  occupied 
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f«ni«ns  fiearlj  in  the  Min«  state :  —  H. 
dcs  AmlMissadeurB;  **w€Ty  good:  — 
bre^d  excel leitt.*' — F.  R.  K, 
■  Grenoble,  formerly  capital  of  Dan- 
phtnd,  and  now  of  the  Dept.  of  tlie 
Mre,  is  a  fortified  city  of  28,967  in- 
babitants,  pleasingly  situated  on  the 
Isdr^  in  a  basin  of  great  fertility  and 
beauty,  surrounded  by  high  moun- 
tains, within  which  the  Romancheand 
the  Drac  unite  with  the  Isere,  joining  it 
a  little  below  Grenoble.  The  full  ami 
lapid  flood  of  the  Is^re,  which  is  here 
eonlined  within  handsome  ^m^s,  lined 
with  fine  houses,  contributes  much 
to  the  beauty  of  the  town.  Grenoble 
bA  been  much  improved  and  enlarged 
1^  late,  and  it  is  proposed  to  extend 
It  considerably,  and  reconstruct  the 
fortifications  around  it,  so  as  to  enclose 
a  much  larger  space  of  ground.  It 
bas  scarcely  any  fine  public  building ; 
its  churches  are  not  remarkable :  the 
Cathedral  is  a  heavy  mixture  of  an<» 
aent  and  modem  masonry,  having 
been  ravaged  and  almost  destroyed  in 
tiie  16th  century  by  the  ferocious 
Baron  des  Adrets,  who  also  destroyed, 
in  the  church  of  St,  AndrSy  the  monu- 
ttients  of  the  Dauphins^ 

One  of  the  most  pleasing  features 
of  the  town  is  its  Public  Garden^  on  the 
1.  bank  of  the  Is^re,  shaded  with  um* 
brageous  trees,  planted  with  flowers^ 
hnd  set  out  with  orange  trees  in  pots. 
It  was  originally  laid  out  by  the  Due 
de  Lesdigui^res,  and  attached  to  his 
palace,  now  the  prefecture, 
'  In  the  midst  of  the  neighbouring 
'Place  St.  Andr^  is  a  bronze  colossal 
statue  of  Bayard,  the  <*  chevalier  sans 
jpeur  et  sans  reproche,"  who  was  born  in 
the  valley  of  the  Isdre,  and  buried  in  the 
*iieigfabouring  church  of  the  Minlmes, 
(  ?  J  some  say  in  the  cathedral,  where 
"diere  is  an  inscription  to  his  memory. 
It  is  meant  to  represent  him  in  the  mo- 
ment of  death,  mortally  wounded,  kiss- 
ing the  cross  formed  by  the  hilt  of  his 
sword,  but  it  is  theatrical,  and  un- 
worthy of  the  hero.  It  stands  oppo- 
site the  Pttlais  de  Justice,  originally 
the  palace  of  the  dauphin,  the  most, 


interesting  old  boilding^  in  the 
retaining  a  Gothic  oriel,  and 
portions  in  the  style  of  the  Reni 
sance.  The  Place  Grenette  is  the 
largest  open  space  in  the  tovrn  :  in 
it  are  the  chief  caf<$9  and  dii^enoe 
offices. 

Attached  to  the  College  is  a  JHw- 
eum,  in  which  may  be  seen  aome  of 
tlie  old   busts  of  the    dauphins   re^ 
moved  from  their  palace-      Here   is  a 
large  collection  of  paintings,  xnostlf 
mediocre :  the  best  seem  to  be  a  por- 
trait by  I^dUp  de  Champagne  of  Jean 
Devergier  de  Hauranne ;  a  Venetian 
in  Velvet,  by  TttOoret,  (  ?  )  ;  the  entry 
of  the  Emperor  Sigismond  into  Itf an- 
tua  ;  a  sketch  by  J.  Romano ;    Pope 
Julius II.  do.  (  ?  ). ;  St.  Gregory,  with 
Prudence  and  Force,  by  Rubens,  (or 
one  of  his   school).       Here    mre   2 
bronze  lions  of  Byzantine  art,  brought 
from  an  abbey  at  St.  Marcellin. 

In  the  cddnnet  of  natural  Idstor^ 
may  be  seen  specimens  of  the  mineral 
of  Dauphine^  —  its  huge  rock  crystals^ 
2  feet  long  and  1  foot  broad,  its  axi^ 
nite,  anatase,  &c.  with  silver  ore  from 
Allemontjand  gold  from  La  Gardette^ 
both  mines,  near  Bourg  d'Oysans,  no 
longer  worked  r  but  the  collection  is 
(tirty  and  ill-arranged.  Here  are 
stuffed  specimens  of  the  wild  animals 
fVom  the  neighbouring  Alp^  the  bear 
and  wolf. 

The  Hbrary  contains  some  books 
brought  from  the  Grande  Chartreuse-; 
also,  portraits  of  some  of  the  celebri- 
ties of  Grenoble,  VaucanMm,  the  m»> 
cfaanician,  and  Doiomieu,  with  busts 
of  Mably  and  Condillac. 

DiKgenees  daily  (4  or  5),  to  Lyons; 
to  Vienne;  to  Valence;  to  Chsttiw 
berry  (2) ;  to  Marseilles,  by  Sisteron; 
to  Gap;  to  St.  Laurent;  to  Boufg 
d'Oysans. 

Though  Grenoble  itself  is  deficient 
in  objects  of  curiosity,  the  countijr 
around  has  great  beauty,  and  many 
interesting  excursions  may  be  maMJk 
from  it :  the  chief  of  these  are, 

1.  To  the  Grtmdfi  Ckartrtuse  d0- 
scribed  at  p.  494;  There  are  two  ways, 
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either  a.  by  Voreppe  (p.  494;)  and  St. 
Laurent  dn  Pont,  practicable  as  far  as 
tfaat  place  in  carriages,  and  traversed  by 
a  daily  diligence  in  sutnmeri  by  which 
one  can  go  in  the  morning,  and  re- 
turn in  the  evening ;  or  b.  By  Sapey, 
a  mule  path,  the  shorter  of  the  two, 
by  which  the  convent  may  be  reached 
in  4  bourse  The  most  interesting 
part  of  the  excursion,  however,  is  the 
wooded  gorge  on  the  other  road  be- 
tween St.  I^urent  du  Pont  and  the 

convent 

■  2.  To  Sassenage,  a  beautifully 
situated  village  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Drac,  in  the  midst  of  thick 
woods,  and  falling  waters,  and  fine 
pasturages,  producing  an  excellent 
eheese,  resembling  that  of  Roquefort. 
The  distance  is  about  5  m. :  a  one- 
horse  carriage  may  be  hired  in  Gre- 
noble to  go  and  return  for  5  francs. 
It  is  a  pleasant  drive.  A  turning  to 
the  rt.  leads  out  of  La  Cours,  the 
long  avenue  extending  from  Grenoble 
to  Vizille,  'and  conducts  you  to  the 
iron  suspension  bridge  over  the  Drac. 
The  river  is  here  retained  within 
stoot  dykes,  originalty  the  work  of 
Lesdigui4res ;  the  plain  is  inter- 
iected  with  canals  for  the  sake  of  ir- 
rigation. A  small  streamlet,  a  tri- 
butary of  the  Furon,  which  traverses 
the  valley  of  Sassenage*  bursts  out  of 
a  hole  in  the  limestone  mountain 
above  the  village.  The  rock  is 
pierced  by  several  small  caves,  rather 
difficult  of  access. 

.  S.  Chdteau  Bayard,  the  birth-place 
of  the  model  of  French  chivalry,  is 
about  27  m.  up  the  valley  of  the 
l^re,  on  the  left  bank.  (See  Route 
132,). 

'  4.  Six  ro.  from  Grenoble,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  gorge  of  the  Sonnant, 
is  the  fine  feudal  castle  Uriages  and 
naar  it  mineral  baths,  with  a  large 
hotel 

.  5.  JLa  Tour  St.  Venin,  on  the 
hill  of  Parisot,  on  the  1.  bank  of 
the  Drac,  classed  among  the  wonders 
tff  Dauphin^,  from  a  vulgar  belief 
that  no  poiflOBous  reptiles  can  live  on 


it,  is  a  fine  point  of  view,  4  or  5  m. 
from  Grenoble,  commanding  the  junc- 
tion of  the  valleys  of  Is^re  and  Drac. 
It  appears  to  have  been  a  chape) 
or  hermitage,  attached  to  a  castle 
now  swept  away,  dedicated  to  St. 
Verin;  and  that -a  misprint  or  mis- 
pronunciation gave  rise  to  (he  present 
name,  and  to  the  vulgar  fable. 

The  staple  manufacture  of  Gren- 
oble is  that  of  leather  gloves  :  it  is  the^ 
most  considerable  in  France.  They^ 
are  made  of  the  skins  of  kid ;  the  best 
sorts  of  which  are  obtained  from  Anno- 
nay,  of  chamois  (beaver)  and  of  lamb/ 
Much  leather  also  comes  from  Romans 
and  Milhau.  The  gloves  are  chiefly 
sewed  by  the  hand,  by  women,  b^ 
tween  4000  and  5000  being  employ^^ 
ed,  in  and  about  the  town,  in  cuttmg 
out  and  sewing.  * 

Grenoble  was  the  fi^rst  place  which, 
openly  receited  Napoleon  on  his  rec- 
tum from  Elba.     AAer  having  been 
joined  at  La  Mure  by  the  troops  sen^ 
out  against   him  (see  p.  509.),  and 
still   nearer  at  hand  by  Labedoyere,' 
he  approached  the  walls,  which  were 
strongly  guarded  by  troops  and  can««[ 
non.     Although  the  garrison   dared 
not    disobey  their    commandant  by' 
opening  the  gates,  yet  not  a  shot  was' 
fired  on  him;  he  w&s  permitted  to 
come  up  to  the  gates,    and  direct- 
against  theni  a  howitzer  to  blow  them' 
open.     Once  within  the  walls  he  was 
received  both  by  citizens  and  soldiehi^ 
with  the  utmost  enthusiasm,  and  borne, 
in  triumph,  amidst  shouts  of  *<  Vive' 
r.£mpel-ear,*'  to  the  Hotel  des  Trois 
Dauphins.   The  Bourbonist  governor 
was  obliged  to  retire  leaving  him  at'-' 
the  head   of  a  ibrce  of  7000  men. ' 
Before  the  emperor  retired  to  restyi 
the  gates  of  the   Porte  de   Bonne, - 
which  he  had  been  obliged  to  burst 
open.  Were    unhinged    and  brought 
before  his  windows  by  the  young  men' 
of  the  town,  instead  of  the  keys,  of. 
which  they  could  not  obtain  possession 
to  present  them  to  him. 


JOO 


EmOe  132.  —  Valence  to  Grenoble.        Sect  VII; 


ROUTE  132. 

lULBNCB  ON  THK  aHONK  TO  OEEKOBLB 
AMD  CHAMBBRRT,  THROUGH  THB 
TALLBT  or   OBBSITAUDAN. 

147  kilom.  =»  92  Eng.  m. 

Diligence  daily  in  1 1  hours. 

The  ascent  of  the  valley  of  the 
Isere  is  a  most  agreeable  journey,  the 
country  being  alike  remarkable  for  its 
beauty  and  fertility.  The  river  is 
qmnned  by  12  or  15  iron  wire  sus- 
pension bridges  erected  for  the  most 
part  within  a  few  years.  Our  road 
crosses  it  at  Bourg  du  P^ge,  by  a 
stone  bridge,  connecting  tliat  place 
with 

18  Romans  (Inn :  Coupe  d'  Or?), 
a  thriving  town  of  9972  inhab.,  in  a 
picturesque  situation,  still  partly  sur- 
rounded by  ramparts  and  fliinking 
towers,  one  of  which  leans  consider, 
ably  out  of  the  perpendicular.  Tlie 
church  of  St,  Antoine  is  said  to  be  a 
curious  Gothic  edifice. 

At  this  place  the  last  dauphin,  or 
native  prince  of  Dauphin^,  Hum* 
bert  II.,  having  lost  his  only  son,  who 
leaped  from  his  nurse's  arms  out  of  a 
window  of  the  castle  of  Hazard  into 
the  Isere,  and  was  drowned,  signed 
his  abdication,  1349,  by  which  he  re- 
signed his  domains  to  Philippe  de 
Yalois,  on  condition  that  they  should 
be  an  apanage  of  the  heir  to  the 
French  crown,  and  that  he  should 
bear  the  title  of  Dauphin. 

18  Fauries  in  the  Dept.  de  PIsere. 

At  la  Sdne,  where  the  Is^re  is 
crossed  by  a  wire  bridge,  is  an  old 
castle,  now  turned  into  a  silk  mill, 
part  of  the  machinery  for  which  was 
made  by  Vaucanson,  who  was  a  native 
of  Dauphin^. 

.  14  St.  Marcellin.— /ntt.  Petit  Pa- 
ris, not  good. 

This  tittle  town  of  about  2700  inhab. 
is  situated  near  the  Isere.  On  the 
height  above  it,  called  Mont  Suijeu,  is 
a  fine  terrace  walk,  commanding  one 
of  the  best  views  of  the  valley. 


11  L*Allegrerie. 

From  the  top  of  the  descent  to  TuU 
lins,  commencing  at  tlie  inn  of  Mo-> 
rette,  a  beautiful  view  opens  out  over 
the  valley  of  the  Isdre,  and  the  ser* 
pentine  windings  of  the  river,  backeii 
by  the  chain  of  Alps,  and  by  the 
Grand  Som,  which  surmounts  the 
Grande  Chartreuse,  in  front.  The 
charms  of  the  landscape,  the  diversified 
nature  of  the  ground,  the  variety  of 
crops,  the  number  and  denseness  of 
the  trees,  and  the  luxuriant  produc<«> 
tiveness  of  the  valley,  one  of  the 
very  finest  and  richest  in  France,  ap. 
pear  to  be  constantly  increasing  as 
far  as 

1 1  Tullins  {Inn,  La  Poste),  a 
town  of  3500  inhabitants,  only  re- 
markable for  its  situatiim  in  a  spot 
teeming  with  fertility,  so  as  to  give 
rise  to  the  saying  <<  Si  le  Dauphind 
^toit  un  mouton  Tullins  en  serait  le 
rognon."  This  is  a  great  market  for 
hemp  grown  in  the  vicinity. 

Tlie  stream  of  the  Fure,  crossed  a 
little  beyond  Tullins,  is  studded  with 
iron  forges. 

At  Moirans,  a  town  of  2500  inhab.* 
we  enter  the  high  road  to  Lyond 
(R.  131.  p.  493.),  dnd  the  valley  of 
Gr^sivaudan  at 

IS  Voreppe,  which,  with  the  ex* 
cursion  thence  to  the  Grande  Char->^ 
tretue,  and  the  remainder  of  the  route 
to 

14  Grbnobib,  is  described  in  Route 
131.  p.  493.497. 

There  are  two  roads  up  the  valley 
of  the  IsSre  above  Grenoble. 

a.  On  the  rt.  bank  of  the  river  is 
the  post  road,  and  the  shortest  way 
to  Chamberry.  It  Is  carried  along 
a  sort  of  terrace  at  the  roots  of.  the 
mountains,  which  rise  abruptly  towwds 
the  Grande  Chartreuse.  The  bridle 
road  thither  turns  off  to  the  1.  by  Sapey 
at  Montbonot,  (p.  496.).  The  Idwer 
slopes  are  ^rinkled  with  the  country 
seats  of  the  Grenoblois. 

20  Lumfoin. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  Isere 
rise  the  ruins  of  Chateau  Bayaid» 
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A  little  farther  on,  our  road  passes 
on  the  rt.  Fort  Barraux,  commanding 
it  and  the  passage  up  and  down  the 
▼alley ;  it  was  built  by  Charles  £m- 
taanuel  Duke  of  Savoy,  in  the  pre- 
tience  of  a  French  army,  commanded 
by  Lesdigui^res.  That  general,  on 
being  reproved  by  Henri  IV.  for  his 
inertness  in  allowing  this  to  proceed, 
replied,  **  Your  Majesty  has  need  of  a 
fortress  on  the  side  of  Savoy,  to  hold 
in  check  that  of  Montmeillant ;  and 
»nce  the  duke  is  willing  to  undertake 
the  expense,  we  may  as  well  permit 
it,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  properly  fur. 
nished  with  cannon  and  provision  I 
undertake  to  capture  it  ;*'  and  he  kept 
his  word,  surprising  the  fort  by  moon- 
light, March  13.  1598.  It  was  after- 
wards  strengthened  by  Vauban.  It 
commands  a  charming  view  from  its 
elevated  position.  The  country  here- 
abouts is  enchanting. 

19  Chapareillan.  Here  is  the 
French  custom-house. 

Hence  to  Chamberry,  described  in 
the  Handbook  for  Switzerland,  is 
15  kilom. 

b.  The  road  on  the  I,  bank  of  the 
Isere  is  interesting  and  picturesque ; 
but  is  not  furnished  with  post-horses* 

At  St.  Domene  there  is  a  wire  sus- 
pension-bridge over  the  Isere :  others 
have  recently  been  erected  at  Brignon 
and  La  Gache. 

At  Tencin,  which  is  about  half-way, 
the  traveller,  while  his  horses  rest,  may 
explore  a  pretty  shady  glen,  traversed 
by  a  gushing  stream,  leaping  in  a 
miniature  fall  down  the  rocks. 
^  Goncelin.  A  road  strikes  off  to 
the  rt.  from  hence  to  the  iron  mines 
and  works  of  Allevard,  6  m.  distant. 
.  About  27  m.  from  Grenoble  stands 
.  Chdteau  Bayard;  a  foot-path  leads 
up  to  it  from  the  church  of  Grignan. 

Its  remains  are  situated  on  a  height 
which  commands  the  road,  and  a  fine 
view  of  the  beautiful  valley  from  its 
terraces.  In  the  mouldering  turrets 
and  shattered  walls  there  is  but  little 
beauty,  but  as  the  birth-place  of  the 
^<  Chevalier  sans  Peur  et  sans  Ke- 


proche,**  they  possess  great  interest. 
A  gateway  with  the  two  flanking 
towers  is  the  part  best  preserved.  The 
walls  of  the  castle  are,  in  some  places, 
6  feet  thick.  The  situation  of  the 
room  in  which  Bayard  was  bom 
(1476)  is  pointed  out  by  those  who 
show  the  place,  but  without  authority 
for  what  they  state.  Nearly  opposite, 
beyond  the  Isere,  is  the  modern  fort 
Barraux.  The  conspicuous  moun- 
tain of  La  Tuille,  remarkable  for  the 
contortions  of  the  strata  in  its  limestone 
precipices,  appears  to  close  the  valley 
at  its  upper  end. 

Fontecharra,  the  frontier  town  of 
France,  is  about  a  mile  distant.  {Inns 
very  dirty  and  uncomfortable.)  Near 
this,  Lesdiguieres,  marshal  of  France, 
with  a  force  not  exceeding  5700,  beat 
the  Savoyard  army,  14,000  strong,  in 
1591. 

Before  a  hired  carriage  can  crosft 
the  frontier,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
driver  procure  from  the  douaniers 
a  permit,  termed  in  French,  cautwH^ 
iu  Savoyard,  BoUa,  or  BoUetone,  It 
is  a  paper  containing  a  description  of 
the  horse  and  carriage,  which  enables 
them  to  pass  and  repass  without  pay<* 
ing  duty. 


ROUTE  134. 

ORJENOBLE  TO  MARSKILLES  BT  OAF  AND 
SISTERON.  PROTESTANT  VALLXT»  Ot 
DAUPHINS. 

171  kilom.  =106^  Eng.  m. 

A  courier  goes  daily  to  Gap  in  14 
hours  taking  passengers :  —  also  a 
diligence. 

This  is  a  very  hilly  and  more  cir« 
cuitous  way  to  Marseilles  than  the 
new  road  by  La  Croix  Haute.  (Route 
135.) 

The  road  on  quitting  Grenoble  is 
carried  within  an  avenue  of  treea 
across  the  plain  of  the  Drac,  at  a  short 
distance  from  its  rt.  bank,  in  a  straight 
line  from  the  Porte  4e  la  Graille,  wi 
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fiur  at  C]«ix«  where  there  is  a  fine 
bnd^  of  a  single  arch«  built  on  dry 
laod  by  Lesdiguierea,  who  afterwards 
turned  the  course  of  the  river  below  it. 
Here  the  new  road  by  Croix  Haute 
crosses  the  river  while  ours,  turning  to 
tito  1.  along  high  dykes,  passes  near 
the  junction  of  the  rivers,  the  Greae 
on  the  1.,  and  the  Romanche  on  the 
It.  I  with  the  Drac.  We  here  bid  adieu 
for  the  present  to  the  Drac,  and  fol- 
low up  Its  tributary  the  Romanche  as 
far  as 

18  ViziUe  (Inn*  wretched),  an  an- 
cient town  of  2750  inhab.,  on  the  rt. 
bank  o£  the  Romanche,  carrying  on 
some  manufactures  of  cotton^spio- 
ning,  calico-weaving,  &c.  chiefly 
ibuoded  by  the  P^ier  family,  one  of 
whom  was  the  French  minister  Ca- 
abnir  F^ier. 

The  cfidteau,  partly  destroyed  by 
fire  18S3,  was  built,  between  1611 
and  1620,  by  Lesdigui^res,  the  Pro- 
testant commander,  and  governor  of 
Daiiphine  under  Henri  IV.,  "ce  fin 
reynanl,*"  as  the  Duke  of  Savoy  called 
liim,  who  compelled  the  peasants  on 
bift  estate  to  contribute  their  unpaid 
labour  in  constructing  it,  comform- 
ably  with  the  old  tax  called  Corvee. 
In  1788  the  Estates  of  Dauphin^ 
assembled  by  Liouis  XVI.,  to  ap- 
pease the  discontent  and  outcries  of  the 
people  of  the  province,  met  in  this 
building,  and  here  prepared  the  bold 
lemoBsirance  against  aristocratic  pri- 
^^es,  and  in  favour  of  popular  re- 
presentation by  the  assepably  of  the 
Hers  Etat,  which  served  as  a  signal 
for  the  Revolution.  This  event  oc- 
curred a  year  before  the  opening  of 
the  States  General  at  Versailles ;  Bar- 
nave  and  Mounier  were  the  leading 
orators.  The  actual  building  is  now 
a  calico  and  silk-printing  work,and  lie- 
longs  to  the  family  P^rier.  One  apart- 
ment is  preserved  as  it  was  in  the 
tkne'  of  Lesdiguiferea,  and  a  bronze 
bas-relief  of  him,  on  horseback,  still 


.    The  route  to    Hrian9on  and  the 
lCoBCGeai««e««crQM.the|pQEUidmoun*' 


tains  of  Bourg  d'  Oysans,  here  turns  to 

the  1.  (R.  137.) 

The  road  to  Gap  crosses  the  Ro- 
manche beyond  Vizille,  and  proceeds 
by  a  very  steep  ascent,  requiring  9 
hours  to  surmount  The  view^  Irom 
its  slope  over  Vizille  and  the  Ro- 
manche, and  over  an  intervening  hillj 
ridge  to  Grenoble  and  the  valley  <S[ 
the  Is^re,  is  very  fine. 

7  Lafrey. 

On  the  1.  of  the  road  3  small  lakes 
la  Motte,  L*  Aveillan,  and  Pierre  Ch2^ 
tel,  are  passed  in  succession.      Napo- 
leon on  bis  way  from  Elba,  with  little 
more  than  200  men,  was  encountered^ 
a  little  to  the  S.  of  Lafrey,  by  a  bat- 
talion   despatched    by  the    gov^iMir 
of  Grenoble,   and  drawn   up  across 
the  road  to  intercept  his  march,  be- 
tween the  hill  on  one   side,  and  the 
stream  which  runs  out  of  the  lake  <m 
the  other.     Napoleon,  on  coming  in 
sight  of  them,  turned  off  into  a  mea- 
dow on  the  rt.,  and  sent  forward  Ber- 
trand  to  parley  with  the  commanding 
officer  and  soldiers  opposed  to  bim. 
The   two  parties  remained  thus  ait 
hour  in  view  of  each    other,    when 
Napoleon,  advancing  to  the  battalion, 
opened  his  grey  riding-coat,  and  baring 
bis  breast,  so  as  to  show  the  Star  of  the 
Legion  of  Honour,  exclaimed,  **  Si 
quelqu'un  de  vous  veut  tuer  son  £W 
pereur,  qu*il  tire. "   They  were  most  of 
them  soldiers  of  his  own  armies,  and 
their  commanding  officer  had  served 
under  him  in  Egypt.    The  comnMmd 
to  **  fire  **  was   unheeded   by   them ; 
the  ranks  were  broken,   and  the  old 
veterans  crowded  around,  him ;  some^ 
embracing   his   knees,  swore    never 
to  quit  him ;  many  burst  into  tearii 
while  the  air  resounded  with  the  cry 
of  **  Vive  I'Empereur !  "    On  his  way 
hence  to  Grenoble,  at  the  head  of 
this  reinforcement,  he  was  met  by  the 
regiment  of  Labedoy^re,  who  at  once 
joined  his  ranks,  tlieir  colonel  at  their 
head. 

After  leaving  behind  the  3  lakea^ 
some  coal  mines  are  passed  on  the  rtt ; 
they  are  worked  to  a  considerable  ex- 
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Centi  and  produce  the  species  of  coal 
called  anthracite  (charbon-a-pierre). 

14  La  Mure  (^Inn,  Poste,  dear), 
an  industrious  town,  on  the  top  of  a 
high  bill,  visible  from  afar;  it  abounds 
in  mean  cabarets  and  cafes ;  the  chief 
occupation  of  the  people  is  nail 
making. 

A  long-continued,  and  very  cir- 
cuitous descent  leads  into  the  valley 
of  the  Drac ;  the  road,  however,  does 
jDot  approach  it  closely,  but  skirts  the 
shattered  and  deep  gorges  of  its  tri* 
butaries  until  a  favourable  opportunity 
occurs  for  crossing  them.  It  is  a  hilly 
stage  to 

11  Souchons.  The  mountains  of 
the  district  are  mostly  of  the  Jura 
limestone  formation,  and  are  readily 
disintegrated  by  the  washing  of  the 
riTers,  and  by  the  weather.  One  very 
conspicuous  conical  summit  rising  on 
the  W.  is  called  the  Mont  Aiguille,  or 
Mcxit  Inaccessible,  and  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  wonders  of  Dauphind. 
It  is  6562  ft.  above  the  sea  level. 
Another  mountain,  still  higher,  called 
X*Obieux,  rises  above 

14  Corps;  no  good  inns. 

On  the  opposite  (1.)  bank  of  the 
iDrac  are  the  sbapeless  and  uninterest- 
ing ruins  of  the  chateau  Lesdiguiir^s, 
built  by  the  C<»stable  as  a  resting 
place  after  death,  for  he  never  inha- 
bited it  living.  His  body,  transferred 
hither  from  Italy,  was  torn  up  at  the 
£«]irolutioD,  and  his  monument  re- 
moved to  Gap. 

We  enter  the  Department  of  the 
Hautcs  Alpes,  and  cross  the  Drac, 
before  reaching  the  relay  of 

14  Guinguette  de  Boyer. 

St.  Bonnet,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Drac,  was  the  birth-place  of  Les- 
diguieres,  134S. 

The  upper  part  of  the  valley  of  the 
Dract  which  we  now  leave  on  the  1., 
is  called  Cliampsaur  (campus  aureus) ; 
it  is  fertile  and  picturesque,  and  a 
large  portion  of  its  inhabitants  are 
.Protestants.  They  formed  part  of 
tbe  -flock  of  Felix  Nefl^  who  often  re- 
«4ed  at  )St»  l4MU«nW  This  valley  ^a»- 


municates  at  its  upper  extremity,  by 
the  difficult  pass  of  the  Col  (VOrcieretf 
with  the  village  of  Dormilleuse,  and 
the  sterile  and  dreary  Val  Fressini^re 
(Route  139.) 

10  Brutinel.  In  this  stage,  the  high 
chain  which  separates  the  vale  of  the 
Drac  from  that  in  which  Gap  is 
situated  is  crossed  by  a  long  and 
tedious  ascent,  requiring  2  hours  to 
surmount. 

14  Gap. — Inns.-  H.  du  Nord:— r 
De  Provence ;  only  tolerable. 

This  little  mountain  capital,  and  the 
chef  lieu  of  the  Department  Hautes 
Alpes,  with  7854  inhabitants,  has 
little  to  detain  the  traveller,  since  it 
possesses  no  objects  of  curiosity,  but 
is  pleasingly  situated,  approached  b^^ 
avenues  of  walnuts,  and  surrounded 
by  slopes  on  which  the  vine  still  flou- 
rishes, although  the  height  above  the 
sea  amounts  to  2424  ft.  In  the  pr^* 
fecture,  a  modern  building,  is  deposited 
the  monument  of  the  Due  de  Lice- 
diguieres,  Francois  de  Bonne,  whoy 
after  having  been  the  successful  leader 
and  defender  of  the  Protestants  in 
Dauphin^,  abjured  his  faith  for  the 
rank  of  Constable  of  France,  imitating, 
in  bis  apostacy,  the  example  of  his 
master  Henri  IV.  The  monument 
was  originally  erected  over  his  grave, 
in  his  own  castle  on  the  Drac,  the 
spot  chosen  by  himself,  but  was  torn 
thence  by  revolutionary  spoilers.  It 
is  of  little  merit  as  a  work  of  sculp- 
ture, and  consists  of  a  white  marble 
effigy,  stiffly  reclining  on  his  side,  in 
armour. 

Gap  was  the  ancient  Vapincum :  it 
was  burnt,  1692,  by  Victor  Amadeus 
of  Savoy. 

William  Farel,  the  Reformer,  was 
born  in  the  hamlet  of  Tareau,  juat 
outside  of  Gap  :  his  first  sermon  was 
preached  in  the  mill  of  Buree,  but 
his  followers  soon  drove  out  the 
Roman  Catholics  from  Gap,  and  be 
took  possession  of  the  pulpit  of  St. 
Colomb. 

The  road  from  Gap  to  Brian9on  is 
given  in  R.  139.     That  to  MaiseiUes 
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descends  a  tributarj  ynlley  of  the 
Durance,  and  reaches  the  borders  of 
that  turbulent  river  at 

17LaSaulce:  pnssing  previously, 
a  little  on  the  I.,  the  ruined  castle  of 
TaJUardf  once  the  property  of  the 
family  d'Auriac,  now  of  that  of  B£- 
ranger:  the  ruins  are  extensive  and 
picturesque. 

17  Rourebeau. 

The  considerable  river  Buech  is 
crossed  before  entering 

14  Sisteron  (/nn,  H.  du  Bras, 
d*Or,  or  Vers  d*Or,  a  poor  sort  of 
inn).  This  antiquated  fortress,  which 
once  commanded  the  passage  from 
Dauphin 6  into  Provence,  is  composed 
of  narrow  dirty  streets,  cooped  up 
within  useless  ramparts.  It  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  ciiadelle  on  a  rock,  once 
the  prison  of  Casimir,  brother  of  La« 
dislaus  VII.  of  Poland  ;  but  so  many 
attempts  were  made  by  his  friends  for 
his  rescue  that  he  was  removed  to 
Vincennes.  Sisteron  has  nothing  re- 
markable but  its  picturesque  exterior, 
and  its  position  in  a  sort  of  defile  of 
the  Durance,  here  hemmed  in  by  cliffs, 
and  worthy  of  the  pencil  of  the  artist. 

Here  the  new  road  to  Grenoble  by 
l*a  Croix  Haute  (Route  1S5.)»  falls 
into  our  route. 

15  Peyruis. 

'  12  Brillane.  The  Durance, 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  its 
course,  is  nothing  better  than  a  large 
devastating  torrent,  at  no  time  a 
picturesque  object,  and  in  summer 
so  far  diminished  as  to  be  inca- 
pable  of  covering  its  bed,  so  that, 
though  its  volume  is  always  consider- 
able, its  shrunken  rivulets  of  water 
seem  nearly  lost  amidst  beds  of  gravel 
and  rolled  stones,  so  broad  as  in  places 
to  appear  like  a  dried  lake  bed. 

1 5  Manosque  ( Inns :  Poste,  fair : — 
Petit  Versailles),  is  a  flourishing  little 
town,  with  double  the  population  of 
Digne,the  cheflieuof  the  Department 
Basses  Alpes.  The  olive  is  cultivated 
to  a  considerable  extent  in  its  vicinity. 

20  Mirabeau.  About }  m.  from  the 
post  house,  on  a  height,  is  the  ruined 


chateau,  flanked  by  round  tovrersy  of 
the  family  of  the  celebrated  lead^ 
and  orator  o^  the  French  Revolution. 
He  frequently  resided  here  In  his  early 
years,  but  was  not  born  here.  It  is 
flanked  by  4  round  towers;  and  a 
group  of  poor  houses  form  a  hamlet 
about  its  base. 

We  are  now  vrilhin  the  limits  of 
scorched  and  dreary  Provence  (Sect. 
VI.).  About  a  mile  from  the  post 
house  the  Durance,  hemmed  in  be- 
tween high  cliffs,  is  spanned  by  a  sus- 
pension bridge,  by  which  the  road  is 
transferred  to  its  I.  bank,  and  is  car- 
ried along  it  partly  on  terraces. 

10  Peyrolles. 

The  road   begins  to   ascend   near 
Meyrargues,  and  a  little  beyond  the 
village,  which    is  surmounted   by   a 
stately  castle,  the  remains  of  an  an« 
cient  aqueduct  of  brick,  designed  by 
the  Romans  it  is  said  ( ? ),  to  con- 
vey the  water  of  the  Durance  to  Aix, 
are  passed.     From  the  top  of  the  hill 
which  succeeds,  the  eye  wanders  for 
many  miles  down  the  vale  of  the  Du. 
ranee,  traversed  by  two  more  suspen« 
si  on  bridges  in  this  part  of  its  course. 

The  new  and  wonderful  Canal 
which  is  to  supply  Marseilles  with 
water  is  to  commence  on  the  Du- 
rance, near  the  suspension  bridge  of 
Pertuis.     See  page  486. 

A  considerable  tract  of  well  culti- 
vated table  land  is  traversed,  com- 
manding a  view  of  Mont  St.  Vic- 
toire  on  the  E.  (see  p.  487. )»  before 
descending  the  long  hill  which  leads 
into 

fn  ^'  1  in  Route  128. 

29  Marseilles.  J 


ROUTE  135. 

ORENOBLt:      TO     MARSEILLES,     BT    THE 
CROIX  HAUTE. 

Tills  road  was  opened  1841,  and  is 
excellent,  but  neither  post-masters, 
postilions,  nor  post-horses  appeared, 
in  the  month  of  Septeinber  in  that 
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year,  to  understand  their  business; 
and  as  there  are  many  precipices,  and 
few  parapet  walls,  |  the  journey  is 
sometimes  attended  with  danger.  An 
Snglish  gentleman,  with  his  lady 
and  daughter,  the  first  English 
party,  in  a  private  carriage,  who  at- 
tempted this  route,  narrowly  escaped 
overturning  more  than  once,  had  the 
panels  of  their  carriage  and  parts  of 
the  harness  broken  by  unruly  horses, 
and  owing  to  the  carelessness  of 
drunken  postilions,  and,  finally,  failed 
in  obtaining  any  redress  or  compen- 
sation from  the  French  postmaster- 
general,  partly  owing  to  the  "  enormous 
lying  '*  of  the  parties  implicated,  vi2., 
the  post-master  and  his  servants.  No 
one,  therefore,  should  attempt  this 
road  without  being  prepared  to  rough 
it,  and  without  having  engaged  post- 
horses  to  be  in  readiness,  at  a  fixed 
time,  a  day  or  two  beforehand. 

There  is  no  inn  at  all  fit  to  sleep  in 
before  reaching  Sisteron,  and  there 
only  a  very  bad  one. 

The  relays,  after  crossing  the  plain 
of  the  Drac,  below  Vizille  (R.  1S4.), 
are 

Vif. 

Monestier. 

The  country  near  Grenoble  is  very 
beautiful ;  woods  of  walnut  and  chest- 
nut abound;  in  the  distance  snowy 
peaks  appear. 

Clelles. 

Lallez. 

Luz,  or  Croix  Haute.  In  ap- 
proaching Croix  Haute  the  moun- 
tains assume  a  very  wild  and  desolate 
appearance^  and  there  is  scarcely  any 
vegetation. 

Lafoue. 

Aspres  les  Vignes. 

Serres. 

Larogne.  No  inn  but  a  wretched 
cabaret. 

Sisteron.— Jnn.*  H.  duVersd'Or; 
a  poor  kind  of  inn  (in  Route  135.). 

Marseilles.     (R.  128.) 
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ROUTE  137. 

ORENOBLE  TO  BRIAN90N  BT  BOUBO 
D*OTSAMS  AMD  THE  COL  DB  LAU- 
TERBT,  AVD  BT  THE  MONT  GEMEVRE 
TO  8USA.  -—  XXCUBSIOK  UP  THE  VAL 
ST.   CHRISTOFHE. 

To  Brian9on  is  about  50  Eng,  m. 

This  magnificent  carriage  road,  be- 
gun by  Napoleon  in  1804,  has  been 
many  years  in  progress,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  meritorious  engineer  of 
Mont  Cenis,  M.  Dausse,  but  owing 
to  the  extent  and  diflSculty  of  the  works 
to  be  executed,  will,  probably,  not  be 
completed  until  1844-5.  It  is,  how- 
ever, perfect  and  fit  for  carriages  as 
far  as  Bourg  d*Oy sans,  between  which 
place  and  Grenoble  diligences  run 
daily ;  and  is  practicable  for  the 
whole  distance,  with  a  light  carriage, 
when  the  ground  is  clear  of  snow. 
The  accommodation  on  the  way,  as 
yet,  is  bad.  **  It  abounds  with  some 
of  the  finest  scenes  in  the  Alps." 
As  far  as  Vizi  lie  the  road  is  the  same 
as  R.  134.,  but,  instead  of  crossing 
the  Romanche,  it  adheres  to  its  rt. 
bank,  and  enters  a  narrow  and  finely- 
wooded  glen,  threaded  by  the  river 
for  many  miles,  called  Combe  de 
Gavet. 

In  1081  a  landslip,  or  fall  of  a 
mountain,  washed  down  by  the  fury 
of  the  torrents,  formed  such  an  accu- 
mulation of  earth  at  the  upper  end  of 
this  defile  as  to  dam  up  the  river  Ro- 
manche until  it  formed  a  lake,  which 
covered  the  entire  plain  of  Bourg 
d*Oysans,  and  rose  to  a  height  of  60 
or  80  ft.  It  lasted  for  two  centuries, 
until  1229,  when  the  dyke  burst,  and 
the  emancipated  flood  swept  all  before 
it,  cultivated  lands  and  villages,  as 
far  as  the  city  of  Grenoble,  part  of 
which  it  also  destroyed. 

A  t  the  upper  end  of  the  combe,  where 
the  valley  opens  out,  the  river  Olle 
flows  into  the  Romanche  from  the  N. : 
a  few  miles  up  it  are  the  iron  foun- 
dries of  Allemont,  and  the  silver  mine 
of  Chalanche.  At  tiie  head  of  the  val- 
ley of  Allemont  are  the  Sept  Laux,  7 
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small  lakes,  one  of  the  « wonders'* 
of  Dauphin^,  abounding  in  trout.  By 
the  Sept  Laux  a  passage  may  be  ef- 
fected to  Allevard  in  the  valley  of  the 
Is^,  p.  501. 

Bourg  d'Oysans,  7|  leagues,  (/niw, 
very  bad:  Poste,  civil:  —  Chez  Ma- 
nuel, (?  Etoile),  a  town  of  S052  in- 
habitants, possessing  a  manufacture 
of  cotton. 

*<  An  interesting  excursion  may  be 
made  from  Bourg  d'Oysans  to  La 
B^rarde,   in  the   upper  part  of  the 
valley  of  St.  Cbristophe,   between  7 
and  8  hours*  walk  from  the  Bourg. 
The  only  inn  on  the  whole  route  is 
at  the  finely  situated  village  of  Venos, 
9,\  hours  from  Bourg  d^Oysans,  where 
there  are  tolerable  quarters,  but  the 
traveller  most  carry  bis  own  provi- 
sions thither.       St.  Christoplie.  is  2 
hours  above  Venos,  and  La  B^rarde 
lies   at  the  foot   of  Mont    Pelvoux, 
the  highest  mountain  in   France  or 
in  the  S.  Alps,  its  loftiest  summit,  the 
Point  d*  Arcines  or  des  Ecrins,  being 
13,123  ft.  above  the  sea  level.     The 
scenery  of   the    whole    valley,    and 
especially  at  and  above  La  Berarde, 
may  vie  in  grandeur  with  any  in  the 
Alps.     The  valley  is  less  known  than 
Chamouni   was   before   the   time  of 
Wyndham  and  Pococke;  but  a  day 
devoted   to  visiting   it  from    Bourg 
d'Oysans  will  always  be  remembered 
with    gratification  by   the  lover    of 
sublime  scenery." 

A  coadi  starts  every  evening  from 
Bourg  d'Oysans  for  Grenoble.  A 
char  might  be  hired  here,  to  cross 
the  Lauteret  to  Brian^on,  for  18  or 
20  fr.  in  12  or  14  hours.  About  3 
m.  above  Bourg  d'Oysans  the  plain 
terminates,  and  the  Veneon,  coming 
from  the  1.,  pours  itself  into  the  Ro- 
mancbe.  Between  these  two  streams 
rises  the  snowy  Mont  de  Lans.  The 
road  is  qarried  along  a  tremendous 
gorge  called  Les  Infemets,  on  the  N. 
side  of  this  mountain,  through  which 
the  Bomanche  forces  its  way,  by  ter- 
races and  tunnels  cutout  of  the' solid 
rocks.     Two  very  long  galleries  have 


thus  been  formed  for  the  passage  of 
the  road.  The  first  of  these,  vaon 
than  234  yds.  long,  and  very  wide 
and  high,  is  one  of  tlie  finest  works 
of  the  kind  in  the  Alps. 

The  gorge  of  Infernets]  is  suc- 
ceeded by  a  sterile  upland  valley, 
strewn  with  rocks.  The  road  is 
nearly  completed,  and  fit  for  carriages, 
with  the  exception  of  some  cuttings 
near  the  mouth  of  Les  Infemets,  as 
far  as  Le  Dauphin  (4  leagues)  in  a 
bare  and  dreary  situation,  with  scarce 
a  habitation  around. 

A  little  above  this,  on  the  L,  Is  a 
fine  waterfall,  called  Le  Sant  de  id 
PuceUe, 

Between  Le  Dauphin  and  la  Grave 
a  stupendous  gorge  is  traversed  by  the 
Romanche,  remarkiU)]e  for  the  ex- 
traordinary grandeur  and  utter  naked- 
ness of  the  precipices  of  gneiss  which 
form  its  sides.  It  is  called  La  Combt 
de  MahxU.  These  precipices  are  the 
escarpments  of  vast  mountains  covered 
over  with  eternal  snow  and  glaciers, 
which  terminate  at  the  edge  of  the 
cliflT  overhanging  the  combe ;  and 
.numerous  streams  descend  from  them 
in  falls  across  the  road. 

Several  small  torrents,  after  circu- 
lating among  the  upland  pastures, 
called  Pr^s  de  Paris,  leap  down  from 
the  N.  brow  of  the  gorge,  in  falls 
more  than  300  ft.  high.  Beyond,  the 
valley  is  strewn  with  blocks  of  gnass, 
fallen  from  above,  some  of  them  as 
big  as  a  house. 

We  pass  from  the  Dept.  d*Is^ 
into  that  of  the  Hautes  Alpes,  about 
a  m.  before  reaching  the  miserable 
village  of  La  Grave,  grandly  situated 
on  a  projecting  rock,  backed  on  the 
S.  by  vast  snowy  heights.  Tt^re  is  a 
small  and  tolerably  clean  cabaret  at  La 
Grave.  The  church  is  worth  looUng 
at,  and  the  view  from  it  is  splendid. 
A  long  day's  walk  leads  hence  over 
the  Col  des  Infemets^  a  wild  and  high 
but  not  difficult  pass,  to  St.  Jean 
Maurienne. 

There  is  a  grand  scene  a  little  short 
of  Villars  d'Arene,  where  the  road  is 
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carried  through  a  dark  and  deep  de- 
file, overhung  by  the  precipices  above, 
"while  the  Romancbe  dashes  dovrn  in 
a  fine  fall  into  the  depths  below. 

Villars  d*  Ar^ne^  (4  leagues)  another 
wretched  village,  is  situated  at  the  foot 
of  the  pass  of  the  Lauteret,  which  the 
route  now  ascends,  leaying  on  the  rt. 
the  Roxnanche,  whose  source  is  in  an 
upland  valley  to  the  S.,  at  the  foot  of 
the  snowy  Mont  Pelvoux, 

The  Col  ^  the  Lauteret,  which  sepa^ 
rates  the  waters  of  the  Romanche 
from  those  of  the  Guisanne,  is  6863 
ft.  above  the  sea  level,  about  500  ft. 
higher  than  the  Mont  Genevre.  Its 
summit  is  covered  with  perhaps  the 
most  beautiful  pasturages  in  the  Alps. 
Near  the  crest  of  the  Col,  which  is 
not  more  than  50  yards  broad,  is  an 
ancient 

Hospice  (2  leagues)  founded  by 
Humbert  II.,  Count  of  Dauphin^. 
The  view  from  the  summit  is  fine :  the 
Montagne  d'Oursine  is  a  grand  object 
on  the  S.W.  .-  from  the  glacier  at  its 
base  rises  the  Guisaune,  while  in  that 
of  Tabouchet,  to  the  S.,  is  one  of 
the  sources  of  the  Romanche.  The 
Mont  Pelvoux  from  this  point  appears 
lower,  because  more  distant. 

A  steep  descent  leads  down  the 
valley  of  the  Guisanne  by  Le  Lauzet 
and  Le  Casset,  near  the  glacier  of 
Lusciale,  to 

Monestier  (4  leagues),  a  town  of 
2500  ^inhab.,  has  several  indifierent 
Inns,  12  m.  from  Brian9on,  having 
in  its  neighbourhood  hot  sulphureous 
springs,  used  for  baths,  and  so  abund- 
ant that  within  a  short  distance 
of  the  source  they  serve  to  turn  a 
mill.  The  valley  around,  and  from 
hence  to  Brian  9on,  is  fertile,  well 
cultivated,  and  studded  with  nume« 
roas  villages ;  the  upper  slopes  clothed 
with  fir  vroods,  while  the  view  of  the 
course  of  Guisanne,  backed  in  the  dis- 
tance by  Brian9on  and  its  extraordi< 
nary  group  of  forts,  piled  one  over 
the  other,  forms  a  magnificent  scene. 
According  to  Brockedon  the  peak  of 
the  Monte  Viso   is  visible  in  clear 


weather   surmounting   the    Alps   in 
the  extreme  back-ground. 

From  Monestier  to  Brianfon  (15 
kilom.)  the  road  is  completed:  and  this 
part  of  the  valley  is  remarkable  for  its 
populousness,  there  being  not  less 
than  22  villages  between  the  foot  <^ 
the  Lauteret  and 

1 5  Brian  f  on. —  Inn,  H.  de  la  Paix, 
not  very  clean ;  but  great  civility  and 
attention,  with  tolerable  cuisine. 

Brian^on,  a  first-class  fortress  of 
great  strength,  a  sort  of  Alpine  Gib- 
raltar, commanding  the  passage  from 
Italy  into  France  by  the  Mont  Ge- 
nevre, is  a  most  picturesque  and  im- 
posing object  at  a  distance.  It  standa 
at  the  meeting  of  3  valleys,  at  the  foot 
of  an  isolated  and  escarped  rock,  whose 
summit  is  crowned  by  the  Fort  du 
Chdteau,  so  named  from  an  old  castle, 
now  demolished.  Many  of  the  streets 
of  the  town  are  so  highly  inclined 
that  they  are  impassable  for  vehicles, 
and  the  carriage  road  makes  a  circuit, 
and  enters  it  by  a  series  of  zigxags. 
All  the  heights  around  are  converted 
into  points  of  defence  ;  fort  rises  over 
fort  up  to  the  very  clouds,  which  fre- 
quently shroud  from  view  the  upper 
works.  Where  the  position  is  not  in- 
accessible, through  natural  precipices, 
it  has  been  rendered  so  by  artificial 
escarpments.  The  rivers  Guisanne 
and  Clair^e,  which  unite  beneath  the 
walls  of  the  town  with  the  infant  Du- 
rance, run  in  deep  gullies,  whose  sides 
are  precipices  which  form  as  it  were 
natural  ditches  to  the  fortress.  The 
principal  works  are  on  the  1.,  or  E., 
bank  of  the  Clair^,  whose  deep  and 
savage  gorge  is  crossed  by  a  bridge 
of  a  single  bold  arch,  ISO  ft  span, 
and  168  ft.  above  the  water,  con- 
structed 1734.  An  excellent  road 
leads,  in  zigzags,  up  the  abrupt 
heights  from  this  bridge  to  the  diffe- 
rent forts,  which  communicate  with 
each  other  by  subterraneous  ways. 
The  largest  fort  is  called  Lea  TroU 
Tites,  because  it  occupies  a  triple- 
headed  crag ;  on  a  level  with  it  is 
Fort  Dauphin',  330  ft.  higher,  towards 
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Ibc  Dunnce  is  Fort  JUmdamllelt  whoie 
bfttterict  are  partly  excsTated  in  the 
rock :  nearly  2000  ft.  above  this  is  the 
Jhr^fon,  and  finally  the  PknrU  du  Jmr, 
oommanding  all  the  other  defences. 
The  different  points,  or  oiammalons 
of  rock  on  which  these  forts  are  built, 
all  belong  to  the  Montlnfinmet,  whose 
summit  still  supports  the  ruins  of  a 
fort  built  in  1814,  at  a  height  of  9350 
ft.  abore  the  sea  level.  From  its 
crest  the  Mont  Pelvouz  is  a  magnifi. 
cent  object,  and  the  valley  Des  Pr^ 
€r  De  Neuvacbe,  down  which  pours 
the  Clair^  and  that  leading  up  to 
the  Mont  Genevre,  are  w^l  seen. 
Permistion  to  visit  the  forts  may  be 
obtained  from  the  commandant  in  the 
town.  If  the  weather  be  clear,  it  is 
worth  while  to  ascend  to  Randouillet, 
on  account  of  the  view  up  the  beauti- 
ful valley  of  Guisanne,  studded  with 
villages,  and  towards  the  Col  de  Lau- 
teret  (p.  507. ),  otherwise  the  traveller 
may  content  himself  with  seeing  the 
Fort  du  Chateau.  The  fortifications 
of  Brianfon  have  been  greatly  strength- 
ened of  late,  and  the  improvements 
are  not  yet  ( 1 842)  completed. 

In  the  town  itself  there  is  nothing 
to  see.  The  Porte  d*£mbrun  bears 
this  inscription  :  "  Aux  braves  Brian- 
9onnoi8,  pour  la  conservation  de  cette 
ville,  Louis  Philippe  reconnaissant ;  '* 
alluding  to  the  refusal  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, in  spite  of  the  orders  of  the 
pr^fet,  to  deliver  up  the  town,  though 
defended  by  a  weak  garrison,  to  the 
Allies  in  1815. 

Brian^on  has  3455  inhabitants ;  it 
stands  at  an  elevation  of  4285  ft.  above 
the  sea  level,  and  may  be  said  to  en- 
dure 7  months  of  winter.  It  has 
hitherto  been  cut  off*,  in  a  manner, 
from  the  rest  of  the  world,  being  ac- 
cessible by  only  one  carriage  road  from 
the  side  of  Gap ;  the  Sardinian  go- 
vernment having  refused  to  render 
the  Mont  Genevre  practicable  for  4- 
wheeled  carriages.  The  carriage-road, 
however,  direct  from  Grenoble  over 
the  Lauteret,  has  been  many  years 
in  progress,  and  may  be  finished  in 


1844-5.     It  is  even  now  practicable 
in  a  light  char. 

It  takes  12  or  14  hours  to  reach 
Bourg  d'Oysans  by  this  route,  in  its 
present  state.  A  diligence  goes  dafly 
to  Embrun  and  Crap.     (R.  139.) 

The  passage  of  the  Mont  Genevre 
leads  from  Brian^on  to  Suaa,  a  day's 
journey  with  a  one-horse  char.  Ttie 
road  leaves  the  Val  des  Pr^  on  the 
1.,  traversing  thick  forests  <»f  fir,  and 
at  the  end  of  about  2  leagues  of  as- 
cent, by  sigsags,  reaches  the  summit 
of  the  pass  at  Bourg  Mont  Genevre, 
a  hamlet  on  a  plain,  6476  ft.  abore  the 
sea  level,  on  which  barley  ripens. 
From  this  plain,  at  a  short  distance 
from  each  other,  rise  the  Doira,  which 
flows  through  the  Po  into  the  Adriatic 
and  the  Durance ;  hence  the  verses 

*'  Adieu  ma  soeur  la  Durance, 
Nous  nous  separons  sur  ce  moot ; 
Tu  vas  ravager  la  Provence, 
Moi  feconder  le  Piedmont" 

An  obelisk  erected  on  the  summit 
commemorates  the  construction  of  this 
road,  under  Napoleon. 

This  pass  was  crossed  in  1494  by 
Charles  VIII.  of  France  with  the 
army  witli  which  he  invaded  Italy, 
including  several  hundred  pieces  of 
artillery. 

The  descent  into  Piedmont  lies 
through 

Cesanne         2  leagues. 

Oulx  2      — 

Salabertrand  2      — 

Fort  Exilles  1       — 

Sum  (22  m.  from  Cesanne)  de- 
scribed in     the     Hand-books     Foa 

SwiTZXaLAMD  AND  N.    ItALT. 

ROUTE  1S9. 
GAP  TO  aaiAv^oK,  BY  BxaanN,  and 

EXCURSION  INTO  THE  VAL  DK  QUXT- 
RAS,  VAL  D*ARVIEUX,  AND  VAL  FRES- 
8INIBHE. 

88  kilom.  »  54^  £ng.  m.  to  Bri« 
angon. 

A  diligence  (Yery  slow)  daily. 
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The  valley  above  Gap  is  stony  and 
dreary. 

17  Cborges  appears  to  have  pre- 
served the  name  of  the  ancient  in  ha- 
bitante  of  this  district,  the  «  Caturigae." 

After  crossing  a  high  ridge  the  road 
descends  in  a  gradual  sweep  into  the 
valley  of  the  Durance,  which  it  reaches 
at  the  foot  of  a  precipitous  mountain. 
The  valley  hereabouts  is  a  scene  of 
unmitigated  desolation :  the  turbulent 
river  rolls  along  a  furious  flood  of 
dirty  water,  undermining  the  loose 
shaley  rocks  (?  jura  limestone)  com- 
posing its  sides,  strewing  the  bottom 
vrith  rubbish,  and  constantly  forcing 
its  banks.  The  road  is  frequently 
swept  away  by  inundations,  and  for 
some  distance  is  carried  along  tempo- 
rary causeways.  The  Durance  is 
crossed  by  a  wooden  bridge  at 

12  Savines,  and  again  before  reach- 
ing 

1 1  Embrun. — Inn :  the  best  is  in- 
different. Embrun  (anciently  EbrO' 
dunum)y  an  old-fashioned  fortress, 
surrounded  by  loop-holed  ramparts, 
overlooks  the  valley  from  the  top  of  a 
singular  platform  or  table  of  pudding- 
stone  rock,  escarped  on  the  side  facing 
the  river,  and  separated  by  a  ditch 
from  the  mountain  behind  it  The 
cathedral  has  a  fine  lofty  Romanesque 
tower  ornamented  with  circular  arches, 
and  a  N.  portal,  whose  round  mould- 
ings  rest  on  pillars  of  the  red  marble 
of  the  country,  the  two  outer  ones 
being  supported  on  rudely-carved 
lions.  The  W.  end  is  chequered  with 
slabs  of  yellow  limestone  and  black 
shale.  It  has  a  tolerable  wheel  win- 
dow, filled  with  stained  glass.  The 
interior  is  not  otherwise  remarkable ; 
the  roof  is  Pointed.  Against  the  N. 
door  is  nailed  a  horse-shoe,  said  to 
have  been  thrown  by  the  horse  of 
Lesdiguidres,  the  Protestant  leader, 
which  is  reported  to  have  stumbled 
and  thrown  its  master  in  the  porch  as 
he  was  spurring  on  his  steed  to  enter 
the  church,  and  thus  saved  it  from 
desecration.  Such  is  the  Romanist 
legend.     The  image  of  Notre  Dame 


d'Embrun  was  held  in  great  reverence 
by  Louis  XL,  who,  as  Dauphin, 
resided  long  in  Dauphin^.  (See 
"  Quentin  Durward.") 

Beside  the  cathedral  stands  the 
building  formerly  the  archbishop's 
palace,  now  a  barrack;  and  near  it 
rises  a  curious  tower  of  ancient 
masonry  called  Tour  Brune, 

The  first  church  at  Embrun  is  said 
to  have  been  built  by  Constantine  the 
Great.  The  line  of  its  archbishops  is 
traced  back,  uninterruptedly,  to  his 
time:  they  were  made  princes,  and 
endowed  with  the  sovereignty  of  a 
large  part  of  Dauphin^  by  the  emperor 
Conrad  I L  A  portion  of  their  archi  ves, 
captured  with  the  town  by  Lesdigui- 
^res  in  1585,  are  now  in  the  public 
library  of  Cambridge. 

Embrun  is  a  poor  town  of  narrow 
dirty  streets ;  the  view  from  its  ram- 
parts is  striking,  but  the  mountains 
around  are  bare  in  the  extreme. 

Little  occurs  worthy  of  remark  in 
pursuing  the  course  of  the  Durance 
upwards,  until,  after  crossing  the  river 
to  its  1.  bank,  we  approach  the  very 
picturesque  and  strong  fortress  of 
Mont  Dauphin,  the  key  of  the  pass 
into  Italy,  standing  conspicuous  on  an 
elevated  platform  of  rock,  appearing 
to  close  the  mouth  of  the  lateral  valley 
of  the  Ouil,  which  here  enters  the  Du- 
rance from  the  N.E.  It  was  fortified 
by  Vauban,  who  constructed  its  bas- 
tions of  the  rough  pink  marble  of 
Eygliers,  a  neighbouring  village,  and 
completely  commands  the  2  valleys, 
— presenting  escarped  precipices  on 
either  side,  so  as  to  be  almost  impreg- 
nable. Our  road  is  carried  under  the 
base  of  the  rock  of  pudding-stone, 
crowned  by  the  fortress,  500  or  600 
ft.  above  the  river,  and  near  it  is  the 
post-house. 

17  Plande  Phazy. 

The  rioer  GvU  rises  at  the  base  of 
the  Monte  Viso,  on  the  Piedmontese 
frontier;  its  valley,  called  Vol  de 
Queyras,  consists  chiefly  of  a  series  of 
narrow  defiles,  through  which  the 
river  seems  to  have  forced  its  passage. 
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Akout  1|  in.  up,  on  its  1.  bnnk, » 
OiiiUMtre»  which  was  one  of  the 
stations  for  English  pris<Miers  during 
the  war.  Above  this  the  valley  is 
nnt  by  m  extraordinary  fissure  called 
gorge  de  Chapdue,  bounded  by  pre- 
cipices from  700  to  800  ft.  high,  de- 
scribed by  Brockedon  as  "  one  of  the 
Jintit  in  the  Alpt.**  Nearly  2  hours 
are  required  to  traverse  it.  In  places 
the  rocks  almost  meet  over-head, 
and  the  road  crosses  the  depths,  in 
which  the  Guil  flows  far  below,  from 
side  to  side,  as  the  rocks  present  a 
shelf  for  its  passage,  but  at  times  they 
are  so  completely  precipitous  that  it 
is  necessary  to  ascend  the  heigbts, 
and  go  over  their  summits.  At  the 
upper  end  of  the  defile,  about  4  hours' 
walk  from  Mont  Dauphin,  is  the 
autle  ef  Queyrms,  an  ancient  feudal 
stronghold  of  the  seigneurs  of  Cha- 
teau-Ville- Vieille,  perched  on  the  top 
of  a  monstrous  rock,  which  seems  to 
have  been  detached  from  the  neigh- 
bouring peak  in  order  to  guard  the 
I^isssage.  It  is  now  converted  into  a 
military  post,  and  is  occupied  by  a 
company  of  infantry.  A  tolerable 
inn  here,  chez  Bosi. 

Two  passes,  the  Col  des  Hayes 
and  Col  d'Isoard,  lead  N.  over  the 
mountains  to  Briancon. 

In  the  remote  valleys  around  Quey- 
ras,  the  Protestants  are  very  numerous, 
especially  in  the  FdlfTArtneux,  reached 
by  a  rough  road  branching  off  on  the 
1.  about  1}  m.  below  Chateau  Quey- 
ras ;  ak  well  as  in  the  Commune  of 
Moiines,  and  its  hamlets,  St.  Verau, 
Pierre  Grosse,  and  Fousillarde.  They 
have  churches  at  Arvieux,  St.  Veran, 
and  Fousillarde,  in  all  of  which  ser- 
vice is  performed  once  in  S'ft^eeks  by 
a  minister  who  resides  for  a  week  in 
each  parish  alternately. 

Felix  Neff's  residence  was  at  La 
Chalp  in  the  Val  d' Arvieux,  above  the 
village  of  that  name  ;  a  foot-path 
runs  thence  over  the  mountains  to 
Brian^dn.  Si.  Verarif  where  he  had 
also  a  small  Protestant  flock,  is  situ- 
ated in  another  valley,  8  or  10  m.  to 


the  Si,  of  Chateau  Queyras,  on  the 
very  verge  of  vegetation ;  it  is  tlie  loft- 
iest human  habitation  in  Fianoe,  6692 
feet  above  the  sea  level,  and  the  nearest 
towards  the  snowy  summits  of  the 
Viso.  Neff  said  of  it  that  it  was  <«  the 
highest,  and  consequently  the  most 
pious  village  in  the  Val  Queyras." 

About  2  m.    above    Queyras    is 
Abries  where  the  Guil  bends  to  the 
S.  E.  towards  the  Monte  Viso,  whose 
unsealed  peak  forms  a  striking  object 
amidst  the  wild  and  sava^  scenery 
of  this  upland  valley,  here  contracted 
and  strewn  with  rocks.      It  is  v^ty 
grand,  and  well  worth  explcnring,  not 
only  on  its  own  account,  but  because 
through  die  two  passes  issuing  out 
over  the  mountains  at  its  bead  most 
interesting  excursions  may  be  made 
into  Piedmont. 

a.  The  Col  de  la  Croix  leads  from 
the  village  Ristolas  and  Monta  (  French 
custom-house)  to  the  Ihrotestant  val- 
leys of  the  Vaudois,  and  their  cajntal 
la  Tour. 

h.   The  Col  de  Viso  conducts  from 
La   Chalp,   a  hamlet   1^  m.    above 
Monta,  along  the  rt.    I^nk   of  the 
Guil,  by  a  path  only  practicable  on 
foot,  in  5  hours,  from   Abries  to  the 
summit  of  the  Pass,  10,150  ft.  above 
the  sea  level,  whence  the  riew  over 
the  valley  of  the  Po  and  plains  of 
Piedmont,  comprising  an  horiaon  of 
100  m.,  <*  is  one  of  the  most  magnifi- 
cent  fn  the  world." — B.  The  traveller 
may  enter  Italy  by  the  Col  de  Viso, 
and  return  by  La  Tour  and  Col  de  la 
Croix :    the  routes  are  described  in 
the  Hand-book  for  Switzxeland.) 


From  Mont  Dauphin  to  Briancon 
the  road  constantly  follows  tlie  course 
of  the  Dufance,  sometimes  on  a  level 
with  it,  at  others  at  an  elevadon  of 
many  hundred  fbet  above  it.   The  river 
runs  for  a  long  distance  at  the  bottom 
of  a  deep  gash,  wh<K«  sides,  rarely  sus- 
ceptible of  cultivation,  slope  at  a  very 
high  angle.     About  6  m.  above  Mont 
Dauphin,  near  the  village  of  La  Roche, 
prettily  situated  beside  a  small  lake, 
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a  long  timber  bridge  crosses  the  Du" 
ranee,  and  an  abrupt  shepherd's  path, 
scaling  the  mountain,  leads  up  into  the 
Yal  Fressini^re,  the  poor  Alpine  val- 
ley once  blessed  by  the  ministering 
^re  of  Pelix    Neff,  and  which  now 
serves  as  his  last  resting  place.  "  The 
path  creeps  up  the  mountain  in  an 
oblique    direction*     and    then    oyer 
some  rugged  ground  leads  to  a  defile 
through  which  a  torrent  rushes,  bor- 
dered on  each  side  by  groups  of  cot- 
tages, crossed  by  an  Alpine  bridge, 
below  which  is  a  cascade.    This  ham- 
let is  Palons,  and  the  torrent,  called 
the  Rimasse,  is  the  guide  which  con- 
ducts to  the  Val  Fressiniere.  There  is 
no  mistaking  the  way.     The  villages 
passed  are    Fressiniere  (whence  the 
valley   is   named)  (1  league),  in  a 
lovely  fertile  vale  producing  grain  of 
several  kinds  and  fruit  trees :  Violins 
( 1  league) ;  here  is  a  Protestant  church, 
built  by  Neff,  to  which  a  tower  has 
lately   been  added:   Minsas  (2m.). 
Then  comes  the  toilsome,  rough,  and 
clambering  path,  through  a  country 
perfectly  savage  and  appalling,  to  Dor- 
railleuse  (3  m.,  or  5  leagues  from  La 
Roche),  a  miserable  village   at   the 
very  foot  of  the  glaciers,  constructed 
like  an  eagle's  nest  upon  the  side  of  a 
mountain,  the  most  repulsive,  per- 
haps, of  all    the  habitable  spots  of 
Europe.     Nature  is  here  stern  and 
terrible,  offering  nothing  to  repay  the 
traveller,  but  the  satisfaction  of  plant- 
ing his  foot  on  the  rock  which  has  been 
hallowed  as  the  asylum  of  Christians 
of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy. 
It  consists  of  a  few  poor  detached  huts, 
from  which  fresh  air,  comfort,   and 
cleanliness   are  all  banished;    some 
without  chimneys  or  glazed  windows, 
others  consisting  of  a  mere  miserable 
kitchen  and  stable,  seldom  cleaned  out 
more  than  once  a  year,  where  the  in- 
habitants spend  the  greater   part  of 
the  winter  along  with  their  cattle,  for 
the  sake  of  the  warmth.     Their  few 
sterile  fields  hang  over  precipices,  and 
are  partly    covered  with   blocks  of 
granite.     In  some  seasons  even  rye 


will  not  ripen.  Many  of  the  pastur- 
ages are  inaccesable  to  cattle,  and 
scarcely  safe  for  sheep.  Yet  in  this 
gloomy  spot  did  the  virtuous  Protes- 
tant pastor,  Felix  Neif,  sit  himself 
down,  because  bis  services  seemed 
here  to  be  most  required,  where  he 
had  every  thing  to  teach,  even  to  the 
planting  of  a  potatoe."  —  GUly^s  Me* 
moir  of  Neffi 

A  mountain  pass  leads  over  the 
Col  (T  Orciere,  at  tlie  bead  of  the  Vftl 
Fressiniere,  into  the  valley  of  Ghamp- 
saur,  traversed  by  the  Drac.  (  R.  1 34.) 

Near  Palons  are  several  caves  in  the 
rocks,  which  served  the  inhabitants  in 
time  of  persecution  as  places  of  refuge 
and  of  worship,  one  of  them  is  called 
Glesia  (L'Eglise). 


16  La  Bessie.  Near  this  a  step 
or  rise  occurs  in  the  valley,  which 
seems  barred  by  a  high  bank  or  natural 
dam.  Up  this  the  road  toils  in  zig- 
zags. A  little  above  La  Bessie,  the 
ruins  of  an  embattled  wall  are  visible^ 
running  across  the  valley  from  either 
bank  of  the  Durance  to  the  summit  of 
the  heights  commanding  it  on  the  rt. 
and  1.,  evidently  designed  |o  close  the 
passage  up,  and  check  the  incursions 
of  a  people  from  the  S. 

Nearly  opposite  La  Bessie  to  the 
N.  W.  opens  out  the  Val  Louise,  which 
terminates  in  the  glaciers  and  peaks 
of  the  Mont  Pelvoux,  whose  top  rises 
13,440  ft.  above  the  sea  level.  "  The 
poor  village  called  La  VUle  de  Val 
Louise  is  the  chief  place.  Its  environs 
are  very  picturesque.  The  valley 
branches  into  two ;  that  on  the  rt. 
leads  to  Mt.  Pelvoux ;  through  it  2 
French  engineers  most  nearly  attained 
the  summit,  but  not  quite.  By  the 
other  branch  there  is  a  difficult  pass 
into  the  Val  Godemar,  called  Col  de 
Celar."  — 2V.  P". 

Within  this  valley  is  a  cavern  called 
Baume  des  Vaudois,  from  a  number 
of  those  unfortunate  professors  of  an 
ancient  faith  who  concealed  them- 
selves within  it  in  1 488,  carrying  with 
them  their  children,  and  as  much  food 
z  4 
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M  they  could  collect,  relying  on  its 
inacceeriUe  position,  and  the  snows 
•round,  for  their  defence.  When  the 
officer  despatched  by  Charles  VIII. 
arrived  with  bis  soldiers  in  the  valley 
none  of  its  inhabitants  were  found ; 
but  at  length  tracing  out  their  hiding- 
place,  he  commanded  a  great  quantity 
of  wood  to  be  set  fire  to  at  the  mouth 
of  the  cave  to  bum  or  smoke  them  out. 
*'  Some  were  slain  in  attempting  to 
escape,  others  threw  themselves  head- 
long on  the  rocks  below,  others  were 


smothered;  there  were  afterwards 
found  within  the  caverns  400  ia&nfs 
stified  in  the  arms  of  their 
mothers.  It  is  believed  as  a 
fact  that  SOOO  persons  perished  <m 
that  occanon  in  this  valley.*'—  GU^9 
Mem.  rfNeff, 

Above  this  the  valley  is  more  wood- 
ed, while  low  down  little  patcbes  an 
cleared  of  stones  to  allow  the  ^rass 
to  grow. 

15  BrioHfon,  in  R.  137.   p.  507. 
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SECTION  VIII. 
BURGUNDY.  —  FRANCHE  COMTE. 


ROUTB  TAGE 

144  Paris  to  Dijon,  by  Troyes  .513 
14.5  Paris  to  DijoD^  by  Sens  and 

Tonnerre  •         .         .  521 

148  Dijon  to  Genera,  by  Ddle .  523 
1 50  Dole  to  Lausanne,  by  Pont- 

arUer  ....  524 
1 52  Dijon  toCh&Ions-sur-Saone, 

by  Beaune  and  the  Wine  Du- 

trict  of  the  C6te  <COr      .      .   525 

ROUTE  144. 

PARIS  TO  PUOK,  BT  TROYES. 

304  kilom.  =  188}  Eng.  in. 
MaUeposte    (3  places)  In  24  hours. 
Diligences  daily. 

The  road  turns  out  of  Route  106. 
beyond 

7  Charenton. 

13  Grosbois.  The  chateau  here 
was  the  property  of  Monsieur,  after- 
guards Louis  X.Vlir. 

8  Brie  Comte  Robert.  The  name 
of  this  little  town  comes  from  its 
situation  in  the  district  of  Brie,  an 
ancient  dependance  of  the  province  of 
Champagne,  and  from  Robert  Comte 
de  Dreux,  and  seigneur  of  Brie,  its 
founder  or  benefactor. 

The  parish  church  is  Gothic  of  the 
13th  century,  and  contains  some  an- 
cient tombs  (?). 

15  Guignes. 

Near  this  is  the  chdteau  La  Grange, 
the  residence  of  Lafayette,  a  moated 
mansion,  whither  he  retired  during  the 
rule  of  Napoleon,  occupying  himself 
with  agricultural  pursuits;  here  he 
was  visited  by  Fox. 

8  Mormant. 

11  Nangis. — Inns:  Liond'Or:— 
Sauvage.  There  is  an  ancient  church 
and  ruined  castle  here.  (?) 

10  Maison  Rouge. 
'    11  Provins.  — /nn,    Hotel  de  la 


ROUTE  TAQZ 

155  Descetit  of  the  Haut  Rhone. 

—  Aix  in  Savoy  to  Lyons  .  528 

156  Lyons  to  Geneva,  by  Nan-" 
tua  and  BeUegarde      .         .  530 

159  Lyons  to  Besangon,  by  Bourg 

tmd  Lons-le- SatUnier    .       .531 


Fontaine.  The  ancient  walls,  flanked 
by  watch  towers,  of  this  venerable  but 
decayed  town,  enclose,  besides  the 
houses,  a  wide  open  space  now  occu- 
pied by  gardens  and  vineyards.  It  lies 
between  2  hills,  the  old  town  on  the 
highest  ground,  the  new  town  on  the 
lower  slopes. 

In  the  upper  town,  conspicuous  far 
and  wide,  rises  an  ancient  tower  of 
great  size  and  solid  masonry,  known 
as  the  Grosse  Tour  de  C6sar,  though 
uu(Joubtedly  a  work  of  the  middle 
ages.  It  is  square  at  the  base,  but  in 
its  upper  story  4  turrets  detach  them- 
selves from  the  centre,  which  becomes 
octagonal,  and  is  connected  by  flying 
buttresses  with  the  turrets.  This 
building,  containing  2  curious  halls 
and  dungeons,  now  serves  as  bell- 
tower  to  the  neighbouring  church  of 
St,  Quiriace,  remarkable  for  its  early 
date  and  plain  massive  architecture ; 
it  is  surmounted  in  the  centre  by  a 
cupola,  and  beneath  is  a  curious  crypt. 

The  church  of  St.  Croix,  much  mo- 
dernised, but  supported  in  the  interior 
by  piers  of  primitive  form,  two  of 
them  twisted,  and  containing  fine 
carved  wood,  and  that  of  St,  Ayovl, 
a  simple  nave  without  transepts  or 
apse,  in  the  Round  style,  may  reward 
the  notice  of  the  antiquary. 

Under  various  buildings  in  the  high 

town  run  extensive  cellars  and  caves, 

the  uses  of  which  are  not  explained  ; 

and  two  of  the  old  gates  still  lead 

z  5 
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through  Uie  ba^tioncd  antique  forti- 
ficationt  into  the  town. 

The  chapel  of  the  hospital  contains 
the  monument  in  which  was  deposited 
the  heart  uf  Tliiebault  Vi  I.,  Comte 
de  Champagne,  who  founded  here, 
1050»  an  hospital  for  pilgrims. 

ProTins  has  for  centuries  been 
celebrated  for  roteSt  (commonly,  but 
improperly,  called  Provence  roses); 
and  thoughthe  cultivation  of  them  for 
purposes  of  commerce  has  now  nearly 
ceased,  they  are  still  partially  grown 
to  make  "conserve,**  and  to  colour 
bonbons.  The  Provins  rose  has  a 
rich  crimson  hue,  and  is  said  to  have 
been  originally  brought  by  the  Cru- 
saders from  the  Holy  Land. 

The  two  small  rivers,  the  Durtin 
and  Vouzie,  at  whose  confluence 
Provins  is  built,  turn  no  less  than  50 
or  60  corn  mills ;  their  waters  are 
thought  to  be  well  fitted  for  dyeing, 
.and  there  are  consequently  numerous 
dye  works  on  their  banks. 

The  population  of  the  town  amounts 
to  6009. 

The  road  afibrds  little  subject  for 
remark,  until  you  reach 

1 7  Nogent     sur     Seine       {Inns  : 
Cygne  d'Or :  —  Cygne  de  la  Croix),  a 
thriving  town,  prettily  situated  on  the 
1.  bank  of  the  Seine,    at    the   point 
where  it  becomes  navigable.       It  is 
intersected  in  the  middle  by  the  He 
des  £cluses,  which  is  connected  with 
either  bank  by  stone  bridges,  one  of 
which  was  blown  up  on  February  11, 
1814;  when  Nogent  was  bravely  de- 
fended, step  by  step,  and  house  by 
house,  by  a  small   body  of  French, 
under  Bourmont,  against  the  Allies, 
who  finally  cai  ried  the  place  by  storm. 
Here  is  a  handsome  church,  in  the 
late  Gothic  of  the  15th  century,  sur- 
mounted by  a  fine  tower,  constructed 
between  1521  and  1542;  also  agreC' 
able  walks  round  the  town. 

Nogent  is  famous  for  soft  cheese. 
At  St.  Aubin,  about  4  m.  beyond 
Nogent,  \he  road  passes  within  view 
of  the  chimneys  and  roofs  of  an  iron- 
forge  now  abandoned,  which  occupies 


the  site  of  the  famous  monastery  of 
the  Paraclete,  founded  by    Abailard, 
1 1 23.     It  afterwards  became  the  re- 
treat of  Heloise,  and  the  final  resting 
place  of  both.     In  1 792,    when   the 
abbey  was  sold,  the  coffin  containing 
their  bodies  was  removed  to  N^ogen^ 
and  afterwards  transferred   to    Paiis^ 
where  it  is  now  deposited   in  Pere  It 
Chaise,  under  a  Gothic  monument, 
originally  erected  at  the  monastery  of 
St.  Marcel,  near  Chalons,  over   the 
remains  of  Abailard.    The  monument 
raised  over  the  two  lovers  at  the  Pa- 
raclete, ornamented  with  a  figure  ci 
the  Trinity,  was  destroyed  at  the  Re- 
volution, 1794. 

A  marble  pillar  was  placed  over 
the  mouth  of  their  burial  vault,  within 
the  area  once  occupied  by  the  church 
of  the  Paraclete,  by  Gen.  Pajol,  the 
owner  of  the  ground,  and  within  it 
still  remains  the  stone  sarcophagus 
which  once  enclosed  their  leaden 
coffin. 

13  Pont  le  Roi,  a  town  o£   2CXX} 
inhab.   at   the  junction  of  the  Aube 
with  the    Seine :     the    Chateau   was 
built  by  Casimir  Perier  in  1830. 
16  Granges. 

19  Gres.     The   country  possesses 
slight  interest. 

19  TaoYss    (Inn,  Grand  Mulct; 
good,  clean,  and  cheap),  is  chef  lieu 
of  the  Dept.  de  TAube:  its  popula- 
tion   amounts    to  25,563,  and  it  is 
seated  on   the  1.   bank  of  the  Seine, 
branches  of  which,  conducted  through 
the  town  in  canals,  contribute  to  its 
industry  and  cleanliness.  In  the  reign 
of  Henri  IV.  Troyes  had  60,000  in- 
habitants, so  that  it  will  be  perceived 
its   present   state   is   one   of  decay; 
many  of  its  most  industrious  citi2en8 
having  been  banished  by  the  Revoca- 
tion of  the  Edict  of  Nantes.     "  This 
ancient   capital    of  Champagne,   in 
which    the   peculiar  provincial  cha- 
racter of  the  "  Francs  Champenois  " 
is    thought   to   be    exhibited    in  its 
most   genuine  aspect,   still  contains 
much  that  is  interesting.     The  greater 
part    is    of  timber    and  plaster,  or 
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par^^etting,  exactly  in  the  old  Eng- 
lish style,  though,  as  in  England,  the 
number  of  these  venerable  buildings 
diminish  day  by  day. 

«*  The  Cathedral,  dedicated  to  St.  Peter, 
is  a  splendid  specimen  of  ^\q  flamboy- 
ant   Gothic,    full    of    bold   inverted 
curves,  open  borders  of  festooned  pen- 
dants, and  a.11  those  luxuriances  which 
preceded  the  abandonment  of  the  style. 
The  church  is  374  feet  long,  96  feet 
high   to  the  point  of  the  roof,  and 
has  five  aisles,  producing  beautiful 
combinations  of  perspective.     Those 
who    are  fond  of  punted  glass  will 
here  have  much  enjoyment,  for  the 
windows  are  most  brilliant  and  ele- 
gant.    They  exhibit  the    finest  and 
inost  delicate  mosaic  patterns,  which 
are  more  rare  than  other  styles  in  this 
species  of  art.    The  clerestory  is  here 
ri^ally  a  clear  story  from  the  size  of  its 
windows,  filled  with  as  fine  painted 
glass  as  the  rest    In  this  church,  and 
before  the  high  altar.  May  20,  1420, 
was  our  Henry  V.  affianced  to  the 
Princess  Katherine ;  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  was  signed  the  memorable 
treaty  of  Troyes,  —  that  treaty  so  full 
of  disaster,   by  which   the  victor  of 
Agincourt  was  declared  to  be  the  heir 
of  Charles  VX.,  and  his  successor  in 
the  kingdom.     Charles  VI.  was  pre- 
sent, together  with  very  many  mag- 
nates and  nobles,  English  and  French; 
but,  above  all,  Philip  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy,  by   whose    intervention    the 
treaty    was     negotiated     and     con- 
cluded. 

.  "  The  Church  of  St,  Urbain  is  un- 
finished. It  contains  a  great  deal  of 
open  tracery,  such  as  is  found  at 
Cologne,  but  of  which  there  are  very 
few  examples  on  this  side  of  the 
Rhine.  Marechal  Vauban,  who  stu- 
died Gothic  architecture  attentively, 
used  to  say  of  this  church  that  it  was 
built  of  coupona^  — -  F,  P. 

The  marriage  of  Henry  V.  took 
place  June  2,  1420,  in  the  Church  of 
St,  Jeauy  now  much  mutilated  exter- 
nally. It  encloses  a  well,  which  fur- 
nishes water    to    the    neighbouring 


I  quarter  of  the  town,  and  possesses  an 
altar-piece,  painted  and  given  by  Mig- 
nard,  wlio  was  born  in  the  parish. 

The  Sainte  Madeleine  possesses   a 
stone  rood4qft  (jube)  of  great  beauty 
and  richness  of  decoration,  the  work 
of  John    Gualdo,  an  Italian,   1518. 
Most  of  the  statues    have  been  de- 
stroyed, and  some  replaced  by  wood. 
Those  which  remain  are  good.     In 
this  church,  at  St,  Nicholas,  and  at  St, 
Nazaire,  are  painted  glass  windows. 
St,  Pantaleon  is  ornamented  inter- 
nally with  statues,  the  best  of  which 
are  attributed    to    an    artist  named 
Fran9ois  Gentil. 

The  Public  Library  is  said  to  con- 
tain 50,000  vols,  and  5,000  MSS. : 
the  hall  in  which  they  are  deposited 
is  decorated  with  painted  windows 
representing  events  in  the  life  of 
Henri  IV. 

"  The  ancient  Boucheries  consist  of 
several  long  low  ranges  of  timber 
buildings,  evidently  quite  as  old  as 
the  time  of  our  Henry  V.  It  used  to 
be  an  article  of  popular  belief  that 
flies  never  entered  this  building, 
which  some  writers  ascribed  to  a  pro-, 
perty  of  the  wood,  others  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  edifice,  and  others  to 
a  spell  or  charm  oV  St.  Loup.  The 
immunity,  however,  like  all  other 
privileges,  has  disappeared. 

"  Troyes  would  delight  an  architect. 
The  houses  are  generally  old  and 
picturesque,  and  there  are  several 
churches  besides  those  which  we  have 
noticed,  Troyes  having  suffered  less 
than  many  places  during  the  Revolu- 
tion."—1^.  P. 

The  Hotel  Mescrigny  is  a  good 
specimen  of  the  architecture  of  the 
Renaissance,  flanked  by  2  turrets. 

**  The  name  of  Troyes  will  always 
be  familiar  to  us  from  our  Troy  weighty 
which  obtains  its  name  from  the 
standard  of  this  town. 

"  In  the  early  history  of  French  ty- 
pography, Troyes  has  much  celebrity. 
Many  ancient  romances  were  printed 
here,  which,  somewhat  modernised  in 
language,  and  abridged,  became  the 
z  6 
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SiUeikiquebleue,  to  well  known  to  the 
knreii  of  ancicBt  fiction.     Tbe  Oudoi 
fmHj  have  monopolised  this  branch 
of   the    book    trade   for    centaries. 
From  their  press  issued  orer  and  over 
again  the  Dan$e  Macabre,  the  Jeste 
of  the  Fimr  Sont  of  Aymon,  CharU- 
magne  and  Freratku,  Fair  Hderit  and 
IkUieiU  Grixsie,  the  delectable  history 
of    Valentine  and  Orton,  and  many 
others,  which  in  their  original  black 
letter  garb  constitute  the  delights  of 
the  Bibliomaniac,  but  which,  for  most 
purposes,  may  be  read  to  quite   as 
much  advantage  in  their  re-printed 
form.     The  ChudoU  began  printing  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  IX.,  from  whom 
they  had  a  patent  or  privilege,  and 
the  buMness  went  on  in  its  regular 
line  de  pert  enJiU  till  about  twenty 
years  ago,  when  the  then  M.  Oudot 
died,  leaving  only  a  daughter ;  but 
the  Salic  law  did  not  prevail  in  the 
family.     She  inherited  the  trade,  and 
vrisely  married.     The  shop  still  sub- 
sists, and  the  firm   is  probably  the 
oldest  in  Europe.     The  city  has  little 
commercial  activity;  it  is  evidently 
the  centre  of  an  agricultural  commu- 
nity."—F.  P. 

A  new  Canal,  however,  is  in  pro- 
gress to  form  a  communication  from 
Troyes  to  the  navigable  part  of  the 
Seine,  and  also  to  the  Canal  of  Bur- 
gundy: it  will  doubtless  contribute  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  town. 

The  chief  manufacture  carried  on 
in  and  around  Troyes  is  that  of 
night  caps. 

Troyes  is  a  very  important  place  in 
a  military  point  of  view,  being  the 
centre  where  various  roads  meet  on  the 
I.  of  the  Seine,  in  the  midst  of  a  plain 
cut  up  by  streams  and  woody  morasses. 
As  a  proof  of  this,  in  the  course  of  the 
wonderful  campaign  of  1814,  when 
Napoleon  kept  at  bay  so  many  ene- 
mies pressing  on  him  from  all  sides,  it 
was  twice  taken  by  the  Allies  and  once 
by  the  French.  In  the  month  of  Febru- 
ary, the  portion  of  the  Allied  armies 
encamped  round  the  walls  amounted 
to  100,000  men,  and  they  required 


Ifi  hours  to  march  through  it. 
the  first  steps  for  the  Restoratioa  of 
the  Boufbons  were  taken,   umI    the 
white  cockade  was  publicly  displ^ed 
in  France  for   the  first  time  after  a 
lapse  of  more  than  20  years. 

At  Troyes,  the  high  road  from  Paris 
to  Bale  (Route  162.)   branches    olT 
from  that    to  Besan^on  and  Oijon. 
MaBepottes  run  on  both. 
19  St.  Parre  les  Vaudes. 
IS  Bar-sur-Seine.   Pleasantly  situ- 
ated on  the  banks  of  the  infant  Seine^ 
here  a  clear  rivulet.     A  quiet  country 
town.     The    Church  has  great    ele- 
gance. 

1 9  Mussy.  —  "  The  wine  character 
of  the  country  now  becomes  very  mp^ 
parent     The  vineyards  are,  however, 
principally  in  strips,  alternating  with 
com,  potatoes,  haricots,  hemp,  clover, 
altogether  conveying  a  cheerful  im- 
pression.    This  country  b^ins  again 
to  vary  from  its  hitherto  swelling  or  un« 
dulating  monotonous  level.  Tofrards 
the   west,   hills  of  a  tabular  shape 
appear,   which    continue   increasing 
until  they  form  almost  a  connected 
chain.     This  is  the  commencement  of 
the  well-known  C6te  tCOr,  of  which 
more  hereafter. "  —  F,  P. 

61  Chatillon-sur- Seine,  (Inns  .- 
Potte  ? .  —  Hotel  de  la  C6te  d*  Or;  dirty, 
and  barely  tolerable),  a  neat  small 
town.  A  Congress  of  representatives 
of  the  allied  sovereigns,  at  which 
Lord  Castlereagh  appeared  on  behalf 
of  England,  was  held  here,  February 
1814,  to  offer  to  Napoleon  the  throne 
of  France,  provided  he  would  be  con- 
tent with  its  limits  previous  to  the 
Revolution ;  he  rejected  these  terms, 
and,  emboldened  by  the  successes  he 
gained  in  the  course  of  the  campaign, 
broke  off  the  negociations,  and  the 
result  was  his  dethronement.  Mar- 
shal Marmont  was  bom  here,  and  has 
built  on  the  spot  a  fine  chAteau. 

**  The  road  now  becomes  more 
hilly,  masses  of  grey  rock,  coloured 
and  stained  with  iron  hues,  starting 
abraptly  from  the  sides  of  the  hills. 
The  fields  and  soil  generally  stony, 
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yet  pleasantly  watered  by  sparkling 
streams.       On  the  hill  sides  many 
little  ancient  towns  or  bourgades  are 
seen,  even  now  strongly  bearing  the 
impress    of   feudality.      Surrounded 
by  walls  and  gates,  it  seems  as  if 
not  a  house  could  venture  to  stray 
out  of  the  protecting  circuit,  indi- 
cating the  ancient  unsettled  state  of 
the  country,  or,  at  least,  of  the  habits 
which  arose  from  its  insecurity."— 
F.P. 

14  Aisey  le  Due. 

14  Ampilly  le  Sec. 

15  Chanceaux,    celebrated  for  the 

manufacture  of  preserved  barberries 

(J&pinettei),     Here  is  a  comfortable 

Uttle  inn,  where  a  good  stock  of  the 

preserve  is  kept. 

The  Seine  takes  its  rise  in  the  high 
land  of  the  Cote  d'Or,  within  about 
1  m.  of  Chanceaux. 

The  road  iVom  Paris  to  Dijon,  by 
Tonnerre  (R.  145.),  falls  into  our 
road  here. 

"  The  country  now  begins  to  as- 
sume a  picturesque  character ;  you 
begin,  as  it  were,  to  cross  the  fibres 
of  the  roots  of  the  Jura,  and  the 
beauty  of  the  scene  gains  as  you  ad- 
vance. 

"  12  St  Seyne,  beautifully  situated 
amongst  a  range  of  bold  hills,  almost 
of  a  mountainous  character.  The 
town,  which  contains  about  1000  in- 
habitants, is  at  the  bottom  of  the  valley. 
Above,  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  are  the 
remains  of  a  celebrated  Abbey  of  Be- 
nedictines, founded  by  St.  Seguanus 
before  580.  The  church,  whose  con- 
struction dates  from  the  beginning 
of  the  15  th  century,  is  yet  stand- 
ing, and  contains  much  tiiat  is  re- 
markable ;  amongst  other  things,  a  se- 
ries of  ancient  frescoes  representing 
the  life  of  the  patron  founder.  This 
church  has  some  peculiarities  in  its 
architecture,  and  the  stalls  of  the 
monks  continue  undisturbed.** — F,  P, 

10  Val  de  Snzon,  so  called  from 
the  torrent  Suzon,  which  flows  through 
the  very  pretty  valley.  "  The  general 
aspect  of  the  village,  which  you  reach 


by  a  steep  descent,  continues  to  remind 
the  traveller  of  his  gradual  approach 
to  Switzerland;  and  indeed,  through- 
out the  whole  of  this  district,  he  will 
observe  how  overcharged  is  the  opi- 
nion of  the  monotony  of  French 
scenery,  even  in  the  provinces  which 
are  not  professedly  mountainous. — 
F.  P. 

16  Duov.^^Hotels :  de  la  Cloche; 
good,  and  well  situated,  near  the  Ca- 
thedral, close  to  the  Paris  gate : — H. 
du  Pare.  **  The  ancient  capital  of  the 
Duchy  of  Burgundy,  now  the  chef 
lieu  of  the  department  of  the  Cote 
d*Or,  contains  26,000  inhabitants. 
The  first  view  of  this  once  important 
and  opulent  city  is  peculiarly  agree- 
able and  striking.  It  bursts  upon 
you  after  the  long  ascent  of  the 
Val  de  Suzon,  when  you  reach  a 
species  of  table  land.  The  Jura 
faintly  bounds  the  horizon.  Dijon 
lies  outspread  on  the  plain  below. 
The  great  fortress-like  masses  of  the 
churches,  and  the  Palace  of  the  Dukes 
of  Burgundy,  standing  out  boldly 
from  the  buildings  of  the  town,  mark 
themselves  forcibly  on  the  landscape, 
quite  as  advantageously  as  the  greater 
richness  of  battlemented  turrets  and 
of  open  spires.  All  the  ecclesiastical 
buildings  of  Dijon  are  more  or  less 
remarkable  for  their  castle-like  solid- 
ity ;  and  even  the  FQche  of  St  Benigne 
(now  the  Cathedral)  is  scarcely  an  ex- 
ception to  the  rule.  This  spire,  by 
the  way,  though  it  enjoys  a  species 
of  celebrity,  is  merely  an  elongated 
pyramid  or  obelisk  of  wood,  and  pos- 
sesses no  beauty,  except  from  its 
height  and  its  general  harmony  with 
the  rest  of  the  structure.  St.  Benigne 
before  the  Revolution  was  conventual, 
but  it  became  the  cathedral  when  the 
hierarchy  was  restored;  the  original 
cathedral  having  been  destroyed  during 
the  Revolution.  St.  Benigne  also  suf- 
fered much.  The  present  cathedral 
is  upon  a  grand  scale,  particularly 
the  front,  but  in  every  part  it  shows 
the  ravages  it  has  sustained. 

<*  Notre  Dame  is  a  singularly  fine 
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church  in  the  purest  Gothic,  some* 

what  like  Ely,  and  remarkable  for  the 
boldness  of  its  construction.  This 
also  was  one  of  the  churches  which 
were  studied  by  Vaubau,  as  affording 
lessons  in  vaulting,  and  for  the  best 
employment  of  materials.  The  front 
eihibits  a  l)eautiful  play  of  light  and 
shade;  but  iu  effect  is  impaired  by 
the  abseni  i*  of  the  towers,  which  were 
intended  to  complete  tlie  elevation. 
At  one  corner  of  this  fa9ade,  where  it 
was  intended  a  tower  should  rise,  still 
stands  the  clock  brought  in  1382  by 
Philip  le  Hardit  an  epithet  which  his 
general  conduct  deserved,  though,  in 
this  achievement,  U  cruel  would  have 
suited  him  better,  for  he  plundered 
and  burnt  the  town,  and  massacred 
the  inhabitants.  Jacques  Marques,  a 
Flemish  mathematician,  was  the  maker 
of  this  clock,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
Froissart,  was  the  most  curious  exist- 
ing, whether  in  Christendom  or  in  the 
heathen  lands,  and  hence  selected  by 
the  duke  as  his  trophy.  The  bells 
are  struck  by  two  hammer- men  (the 
ancestors  of  our  defunct  black  men  at 
St.  Dunstan's,  as  well  as  of  those 
whom  we  still  find  at  Venice),  and 
who  are  called  Jacquemars  by  the  ba- 
dauds  of  Dijon,  a  corruption  of  their 
maker's  name. 

**  Amongst  oUier  churches, and  frag- 
ments of  churches,  St,  Michael  de- 
.  serves  attention.  It  is  a  splendid 
example  of  the  style  which  in  France 
is  now  called  */a  JRenaismncCi  less 
Gothic  than  the  schools  at  Oxford, 
and  less  Italian  than  the  Castle  of 
Heidelberg.  The  portal  is  composed 
of  three  circular  arches,  with  a  very 
fine  frieze  above.  The  ornaments  of 
this  front  are  generally  Italian  or 
Roman  in  their  details,  yet  so  put 
together  that  the  whole  becomes  a 
perfect  Gotliic  cathedral." — F,  P. 

There  are  a  great  many  desecrated 
churches  here,  degraded  into  stables, 
coach-houses,  warehouses,  &c.,  though 
in  tolerable  repair,  and  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  architect ;  such  are 
St.  Jean,  remarkable  for  the  span  of 


its  roof;  St.  Etienne,  a  covered 
market ;  St.  Philibert,  cavalrv  sta- 
bles. 

**  The  ancient  Palace  of  the  dukes 
of  Burgundy,  which,  afVer  the  union 
of  the  Duchy  to  the  crown  of  France 
became  the  Palais  des  Etats^  lias  been 
so  completely  modernised  In  its  prin- 
cipal front,  that  the  great  interest  pos- 
sessed by  the  building  would  hardly 
be   anticipated.     But    the     front    is 
merely  a  mask,  and  within,  as  well  in 
the  quadrangles  and  in  other  aspects, 
it  retains  very  many  of  the  features 
which  dUtinguished  it    when  it  was 
the  residence  of  the  premier  dukes  of 
Christendom.       This  was    the    rank 
possessed  by  these  powerful  sovereigns 
who,  as  such,  ranked  immediately  after 
royalty. 

"  The  style  prevailing  in  this  and 
the  other  buildings  of  the  15th  century 
in  Diion,  and  which  may  be  properly 
called    the    Burgundian    style,    has 
many  of  the  features  which  we  after- 
wards find  in  our  Tudor  arcliitecturey 
and  the  aspect  of  the  building  softens 
down  from  the  castle  to  the  palace  or 
mansion  ;  not  that  strength  was  neg. 
lected,  the  ducal  palace    being   sur- 
mounted by  a  large  and  very  massy 
tower,  and  all  the  lower  stories  of  the 
building  being  vaulted,  but  still  the 
castellated  character  is  no  longer  re- 
tained.    The  building  is    now  used 
for  public  offices.     A  portion  of  it  is 
employed  as  a 

"  Museum,  and   the  ancient  halls 
and  chambers  have  been  very  judi- 
ciously chosen  as  the  place  of  depo- 
sit for  the  very  rich  and  important 
monuments  of  the  middle  ages  which 
are  there    preserved.     Most  of   the 
articles  have  certificates  ofori^n;  and 
they  form  a  collection  second  only  to 
that  which  existed  in  the  now  dis. 
persed  museum  **des  Monumens  Frcm^ 
gais*^  in  the  Petits  Augustins.     They 
are  extremely  valuable  as  illustrations 
of  the  progress  of  the  arts  in  what 
was  one   of  the  most  opulent  and 
civilised   portions   of  the   European 
commonwealth.     The  following  ar- 
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tides  may  be    particularly   noticed. 
The  crozier  of   St.  Robert,  the  first 
abbot  of  the    Cistercian   order  (ob. 
1098.)       The   wooden    cup  of   St. 
Bernard,    undoubted    relic    of   this 
truly  great  and  pious  man,  whose  me- 
mory  cannot  be,  however,    relieved 
from  the  atrodties  occasioned  by  the 
Crusades.     The  ornaments  were  pro- 
bably added  after  his  canonization. 
Toilet  furniture  of  the  Duchesses  of 
Burgundy;  caskets  and  boxes  of  ivory, 
beautifully  carved.    A  purse  supposed 
to  have  belonged  to  Isabella  of  For- 
tuga),  third  wife  of  Philip  the  Good, 
of  leather  richly   embroidered,   and 
apparently  of  oriental  workmanship. 
The  chief  ornaments  of  the  collection 
are  the  magnificent  tombs  of  Philip 
le  Hardi,  the  founder  of  the  second 
race   of   the    Dukes    of    Burgundy 
( 1342 — 1404),  and  of  Jean-sans-peur, 
his  son  and  successor  (I371-^1419). 
These  tombs,  the  sculptures  on  which 
are  perhaps  the  finest  specimens  ex- 
isting of  mediaeval  art  on  this  side  of 
the  Alps,  have  suffered  strange  vicis- 
situdes.    Both  were  erected  in  the 
Chartreuse  of  Dijon,   founded  and 
endowed  by  Philip,  and  selected  by 
him.     Upon  the  suppression  of  the 
Chartreuse,  they  were  removed  to  St 
Benigne,   where  they  rested   but  a 
short  time,  as  in  1 793  the  Council  of 
the  Commune  decreed  their  destruc- 
tion.    The  bases  remained  at  St.  Be- 
nigne, but  the  figures  were  dispersed : 
some  were   placed  in  the  Museum, 
others  in  private  cabinets,  and  some 
abandoned    in   a  lumber-room*     In 
1818,    the    department    determined 
upon  their  restoration.     This  labour, 
though  very  costly,  was  comparatively 
easy,  for  the  agents  who  executed  the 
-orders   at  the    Revolution   evidently 
contemplated  the  possibility  of  a  re- 
storation of  the  monuments,  because, 
although  pulled  to  pieces,  these  pieces 
were  as  little    defaced  as  possible. 
The  statues  and  architectural  orna- 
ments were  disjoined,  but  not  broken 
or    mutilated.       After    the    labours 
of  nine  years,   we    see  them    in  a 


state  very  little  different  from  the 
original  splendour.  The  tomb  of 
Philip  le  Hardi  represents  him  in  a 
recumbent  posture,  in  his  fall  ducal 
robes.  He  is  crowned  with  the  ducal 
coronet  (and  it  may  be  remarked  that 
this  ornament  is  a  plain  circle  without 
flowers),  and  his  hand  grasps  the 
ducal  sceptre.  Two  angels  are  placed 
below  the  head  of  the  figure,  holding 
the  helmet,  which  has  for  its  crest  the 
fleur-de-lys  of  France.  By  the  side 
is  a  space  for  the  statue  of  his  con* 
sort,  but  it  never  was  filled.  The 
sides  of  the  tomb  are  ornamented  with 
singular  beauty.  Instead  of  niches 
or  panels  filled  with  statues  in  basso- 
relievo,  the  dado  is  here  surrounded 
by  a  miniature  cloister,  worked  most 
delicately  and  elaborately  in  the  finest 
alabaster.  The  little  pillars,  which 
stand  quite  free,  sustain  canopies  and 
finials  of  the  richest  pi^tem,  and  in 
each  division  are  the  statues  of  one 
OT  two  friars.  All  are  represented  as 
mourners,  but  with  the  most  skilful 
variety  of  feeling :  one,  in  all  the  an- 
guish of  grief;  a  second,  equally 
afiiicted,  but  tranquilly  resigned;  a 
third,  stupified  with  sorrow ;  all  as 
true  as  if  you  had  the  convent  before 
you.  The  draperies  are  admirable; 
and  whether  we  consider  the  goodness 
of  the  drawing  or  the  skill  of  the 
execution,  we  must  confess  that  it 
would  be  hardly  possible  to  rival  the 
skill  of  Claus  Slater,  the  Dutchman, 
for  he  was  the  artist,  at  the  present 
day. 

"  The  tomb  ofJean-ians-peur  matches 
entirely  with  that  of  his  father,  both 
in  material  and  in  design.  His  ducal 
robe  is  semS  with  the  device  which  he 
adopted,  the  robot,  or  carpenter's  plane, 
assumed  by  him  in  opposition  to  the 
ragged  staff  of  his  political  adversary, 
the  Duke  of  Orleans.  By  his  side  is 
his  consort,  Margaret  of  Bayaria. 
Her  robe  is  white,  unii  with  the  well* 
known  little  flower  which  bears  her 
name.  The  coronets  of  both  these 
personages  are  like  those  of  Philip  le 
Hardi,  circles  of  gold  richly  studded 
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whh  gtoBfl,  but  destitute  of  crotaet 
and  flowcn.  In  g«nenl  design,  the 
miniature  doieter,  which  surroonds 
the  base  of  the  tomb*  icaemblet  that 
of  iu  prototype,  but  the  canopies  and 
pinnacles  and  finials  are  even  more 
delicate  and  elaborate.  The  mourners 
within  are  the  exact  fellows  of  the 
other  company,  and  are  executed  with 
equal  taste  and  skill,  and  the  groups 
are  equally  true  to  nature.  One  monk 
is  telling  his  brother  the  sad  news  of 
the  Duke*s  death.  Another,  with  his 
cowl  drawn  down,  and  his  hands 
clasped,  evidently  displays,  though 
bis  face  be  concealed,  the  deepest  sor- 
row. The  satisfaction  at  seeing  these 
truly  exquisite  specimens  of  ancient 
art  will  be  enhanced  by  the  remem- 
brance of  those  at  Bruges,  equally 
splendid  in  their  kind.  If  the  travel- 
ler has  visited  those,  conteiniiig  the 
remains  of  the  sovereigns,  in  whose 
persons  the  line  of  Philip  le  Hardi 
became  extinct,  he  will  have  seen  the 
dynasty  beginning  and  closing  with 
the  tomb. 

« Jean-sans*peur  was  slain  on  the 
bridge  of  Montereau,  10th  September, 
1419,  in  the  presence  of  the  Dauphin, 
afterwards  Charles  VII.  (R.  106. 
p.  377. )  The  first  blow  came  from  an 
unknown  hand,  but  he  was  struck 
down  by  the  battle-axe  of  Tanneguy 
du  Chastel.  When  Francis  I.  visited 
the  Chartreuse  the  bodies  were  shown 
to  him ;  and,  pointing  to  the  gash  in 
the  skull,  he  said,  <  Through  that  the 
English  entered  France.* 

«  The  chimney-piece  of  the  Great 
Hall  is  said  to  have  been  built  in 
1504,  after  a  fire  which  destroyed  the 
roof  in  1502;  but  it  was  probably  only 
restored.  It  is  perhaps  30  ft.  in  height 
by  20  in  breadth,  and  it  is  a  most 
magniGcent  specimen  of  Gothic  art. 
The  general  outline  resembles  that 
of  some  of  our  English  pedimented 
tombs,  but  the  ornaments  are  on  the 
boldest  scale,  and  in  the  richest  style. 
Here  is  preserved  a  model  of  the 
beautiful  Sainte  Cbapelle,  the  chief 
Gothic  ornament  of  Dijon :  desecrated 


at  the  Revolution;  pulled  doiprn  and 
sold,  1807. 

"  The  paintmgt  in  the  Museum  are 
numerous,  but  much  of  the  usual 
kind  found  in  provincial  collections: 
some  of  the  portraita  are  interesting, 
especially  those  of  the  Ducbess  of 
Burgundy.  A  head  of  John  the 
Baptist  on  a  Charger  is  attrilMited 
to  jf,  Durer. 

<«  The  cabinet  of  M.  Baudot  still 
contains  some  very  curious   suticles, 
though  he  has,  with    much      spirit 
placed  several  which  he  bad    in  the 
Museum.     The  most  curious  are,  the 
mtnvUef  or  bauble,  of  La  Mire  Sotte, 
under  whose  auspices  whilome  existed 
one  of  the  fiurcical  festivities   of  the 
middle  ages.     It  is  of  carred  wood, 
and  represents  La  Mdre  at  the  top, 
with  a  bottle  and  a  drinking  g^laas  in 
her  hand,  and  groups  of  little  fools 
creeping  up»  idxiut,  and  around  her. 
Here  are  teblets  covered  with  wax, 
according    to  the    ancient     Roman 
custom,   upon  which  Philip  le  Hardi 
noted  bis  expenses;  the  book  (if  it 
can  be  so   called)  upon  which  the 
Dukes  of  Burgundy  took  their  inau- 
guration oath :  it  is  composed  of  leaves 
of  wood,  upon  which  are  painted  the 
symbols  of  the  EvangelistSy  and  the 
first  verse  of  the  Gospel  according  to 
St.  John  in  four  languages — Hebrew, 
Greek,  Latin,  and  French." — F.  P. 

Some   curious  relics  of  domestic 
and  other  architecture  are  to  be  met 
with  in  the  town ;  the  wells^  for  in- 
stance, (especially  the  Putts  de  Moise, 
executed  by  Klaus  Slater,  the  sculp, 
tor  of  the  ducal  monuments).      In 
a  street  near  Sl  Michael's  is  a  very 
elegant  stone  seat  or  sofa.     « In  a 
house  entered  through  a  shop,  not  far 
from  Notre  Dame,  is  a  Gothic  stair- 
case, on  the  top  of  which  stands  the 
figure  of  a  man  with  a  basket  on  his 
shoulder,  whence  spring,  in  the  form 
of  a  plant  or  tree,  the  vaulting  ribs 
of  the  roof;  these  are  foliated  in  a 
very  bold  manner.     The  whole  u  of 
good  execution,  though  evidently  late 
in  the  style. 
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*<  The  artist  may  pass  several  days 
here  pleasantly  as  well  as  profitably, 
as  it  is  a  clean,  cheerful,  and  handsome 
to  wily  and  the  park  or  pleasure  grounds 
-will   always  form  a  delightful  walk.'* 

The  Public  fTaft^s  are,  indeed,  a  lead- 
ing feature  in  Dijon,  surrounding  the 
ipralls  as  with  a  belt  of  foliage,  and 
there    is  perhaps  no  other  provincial 
town    in   France  so  well  provided. 
They  run  partly  in  the  form  of  Bou- 
levards, outside  of  and  parallel  to  the 
old  ramparts,  which  themselves  form 
elevated  terraces.     The  Pare,  about 
a  mile  out  of  the  town,  reached  by 
the  Coursdu  Pare,  was  laid  out  by 
Le  Notre  for  the  Princes  de  Conde, 
its  owners,  who  gave  free  admission 
to  the  public. 

Dijon  has  the  renown  of  being  the 
native  place  of  Bossuet,  the  divine, 
horn  in  the  house  No.  12.  Place 
St  Jean ;  —  of  Crebillon  ;  of  Guyton 
MorveaUy  the  chemist,  and  of  the  Due 
de  Bassano.  St  Bernard  was  born 
in  the  village  Fontcdnes,  about  a  mile 
beyond  the  wall,  and  his  father's  castle 
is  still  in  existence  beside  the  curious 
church. 

The  trade  in  the  vnnes  of  Burgutuhf 
is  concentrated  at  Dijon  ;  the  district 
which  produces  the  most  celebrated 
wines  lies  to  the  S.  of  the  town,  and 
is  traversed  by  the  road  to  Cbalons- 
sur-Saone,  passing  Clos  de  Vougeot, 
Nuits,  and  Beaune.  (R.  152.) 

Conveyances,  Mallepostes  to  Paris, 
to  Be8an9on,  to  Bale,  and  to  Stras- 
burg,  daily. 

JOiligences  to  Paris,  morning  and 
evening,  by  Tonnerre,  (R.  145.), 
and  by  Troyes,  (R.  144.)  ;  and  to 
Chitons  and  Lyons,  (starting  in  the 
evening  you  reach  Chalons  in  time 
for  the  steamer  next  morning);  to 
Nancy ;  Strasburg ;  to  Dole  and  Ge- 
neva; to  Besan9on. 


ROUTE  145. 

PARIS   TO    niJOM    BV   SENS   AND 
TONNERRE. 

2d9  kilom.  as  185 J  Eng.  m. 

DiUgejices  daily. 

The  road  is  the  same  t»  R.  106.  as 
far  as 

108  Sens  (see  R.  136.  p.377.),where 
our  road  turns  E. 

11  Theil. 

17  Arces. 

16  St  Florentin.  A  pretty  town 
at  the  junction  of  the  Armance  and 
Arman9on.  Its  Churcfi,  founded 
1876,  is  said  to  possess  fine  painted 
glass,  and'a  curious  double  staircase. 
The  walk  of  the  Prieur^  commands 
a  view.  About  16  m.  S.  of  St. 
Florentin  lies  the  Abbey  of  Pontigny, 
remarkable  as  having  been  the  resi<* 
dence  of  many  English  prelates,  and 
the  retreat  of  Thomas-iUBecket  dur- 
ing his  exile,  1164-66.  While  here 
he  carried  the  practice  of  the  austeri- 
ties of  the  Cistercian  order  to  the 
very  extreme,  and  while  in  prayer 
before  one  of  the  altars  in  the  church 
had  a  divine  vision,  accompanied  by 
the  words,  **  Thomas,  Thomas,  my 
church  shall  be  glorified  by  thy 
blood:'*  such,  at  least,  is  the  Romish 
legend.  The  Abbey  was  devastated 
by  the  Huguenots,  who  unroofed  and 
burnt  the  church  and  abbey,  and 
broke  open  the  tombs,  1567;  and  the 
destruction  of  the  conventual  build- 
ings and  confiscation  of  the  revenues 
were  effected  at  the  Revolution.  The 
Church,  however,  still  remains,  and, 
though  dilapidated,  is  a  grand  edifice, 
in  a  severe  style  of  early  Gothic, 
erected  1150.  It  is  351  feet  long, 
and  68  feet  high,  and  is  lighted  by 
narrow  lancet  windows.  Behind  the 
high  altar  is  the  Shrine  of  the  English 
Saint  Edmund,  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, an  ark  or  chest  of  wood,  carved 
and  gilt,  with  a  top  in  the  form  of  a 
roof,  and  statues  of  saints  around  it, 
supported  by  4  stone  statues  of  angels 
as  large  as  life. 
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Attached  to  the  S.  transept  is  a 
chapel,  now  in  rufais,  dadicated  to  St. 
Thomas  the  Martyr,  who  was  driven 
from  Pontigny  by  the  threat  of  Henry 
II.  to  banish  the  Cistercians  from 
England^  if  they  sheltered  him  in 
France.  It  retains  some  traces  of 
frescoes,  eieciited  1590.  Among  the 
English  refugees  who  found  shelter 
hare  was  Stephen  Langtoo,  archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  when  banished  from 
England  by  King  John,  together 
with  his  suffkvgans.  The  church  of 
Pontigny  is  about  to  be  repaired  by 
the  government. 


The  high  road  from  St«  Floreotin 
follows  the  valley  of  the  Arman9on, 
and  the  line  of  the  Canal  de  Bour- 
gDgne  upwards,  through 

IS  Fiogny,  where  is  a  wire  bridge 
to 

15  Tonnerrew*— /nn,  Fosle.  This 
Is  an  old  and  duU  town  of  4,247  in- 
habitants on  a  steep  slope,  on  the 
summit  of  which  stands  the  Church  of 
Si*  Pierrtf  commanding  a  fine  view 
of  the  town  from  its  rocky  platform, 
and  containing  the  interesting  monu- 
ment, in  marble,  of  Marguerite  of 
BoHrgogne,  Queen  of  Sicily,  who 
founded  the  noble  HbspUal  in  this 
town,  endowing  it  wtth  large  reve- 
nues, which  itstiU  eojoy&  Her  effigy, 
finely  sculptured,  in  the  costume  of  the 
time,  reclines  upon  the  tomb*  Here 
is  also  buried,  under  an  imposing 
monument,  Michel  le  TelHer,  Mar- 
quis de  Lonvois,  Minister  of  War  to 
Louis  XIV.  It  is  the  work  of  Girar- 
don. 
.  About  6  m.  £.  of  Tonnerre  is 
Taidajf,  one  of  the  finest  chateaux  in 
Burgundy,  and  tolerably  well  kept  up 
by  its  owner.  It  is  a  good  specimen  of 
the  style  of  the  Renaissance,  the  oldest 
part  having  been  begun  1559  by 
Coligny  d*Andelot,  brother  of  the 
Admiral  Coligny,  the  leader  of  the 
Protestants,  and  the  chief  victim  of 
the  St.  Bartholomew's  night.  A  cham- 
ber in  the  Tour  de  la  Ligue  is  pointed 
out  as  the  place  where   he   and  the 


other  leaders  of  the  party,  the   Prince 
de   Cond^  &&,  were   in    the     habk 
of  meeting;  and  it  is  still    covered 
with     faded    frescoes,    represeiitiiig» 
under  the  disguise  of  the  gods     of 
Olympus,     the    leading      characteis 
of  the    time;    Catharine     de     Me- 
dicis    as  Juno,    (but  with   a  douUe 
face?),  and  her  son,  Charles  IX.,  as 
Pluto  ;  Cond4  as  Mars.     The  larger 
and  more  splended  portion  of    the 
chateau,  including  numerous    addi- 
tions to  the  original  plan,  was    built 
between  1643  and  1648  by  PerticelU 
d*£mery,  Surintendant    de    Finance 
undw  Maxarin,  from  desig^ns  of  Le 
Muet,  except  the  Petit  Chateau  at 
the  entrance  of  the  great  building, 
which  is  a  beautiful  specimen  of  the 
Renaissance    of  the    16  th     century. 
At  the  extremity  of  the  grand  Canal, 
flanked  by  avenues,   beneath   which 
Coligny  and  Cond^may  have  walked, 
is    the  Chateau  d*£au,  from  which 
artificial  streams  burst  forth. 

The  first  stage  on  the  road  to  Dijon 
is 

18  Ancy  )e  Franc. 

The  Chheau  was  begun  in  1555, 
from  designs,  it  is  said,  of  Primatici»,. 
and  decorated  with  frescoes  still  ex- 
isting.    In  1688  it  became  the  pro. 
perty    and    residence    of    XjOuvois, 
minister  of  the  Grand  Monarque,  who 
owned  besides  the   Comt6  of  Ton^ 
nerre,  and  other  vast  neighbouring 
possessions  brought  to   him   by   his 
wife,    Anne  de   Souvr^,   the  richest 
heiress  in  France.     The  Marquis  de 
Louvois,  its  present  owner,  has  esta- 
blished iron  forges  here.     The  cha- 
teau is  well  kept  up,  and  surrounded 
by  a  park  and  woods. 

16  Aisy-8ur-Arman9on.  Soon 
aAer  quitting  this  place,  you  enter 
the  department  of  the  C^te  d'Or,  so 
famous  for  its  vineyards. 

1 1  Montbard.  —  Inny  Point  du 
Jour.  This  unimportant  and  dirty 
town  was  the  residence  of  the  natural- 
ist BufTon,  who  was  born  1707,  and 
lived  in  the  Chdteauj  which  still  exists. 
The  Gardens  attached   to  it  are  ar. 


J 


Burgundy.  /?•  145.  Paris  to  Dijon. — 148.  Dijon  to  Geneva.  32S 


ranged  in  terraces  along  the  slope  of  the 
hill,  and  decorated  with  orange  trees. 
In  an  isolated  antique  tower  rising  in 
a  comer  of  them,  now  going  to  decay, 
and  stripped  of  its  furniture,  BuSbo 
Ibrined  his  study,  and  composed  mosi 
of  his  works.  Nothing  but  bar^  walls 
now  remains.  The  Gardens,  now  open 
to  the  public,  were  laid  waste  and 
destroyed  by  the  Revolutionists,  but 
one  relic  of  their  ancient  condition 
was  preserred  in  a  small  pillar  of 
marble  raised  by  the  son  of  Bufibn 
in  front  of  the  lofty  tower  which  con- 
tained his  father's  study,  and  bearing 
this  inscription, 

**  Exoelsc  turris  humilia  columns, 
Farenti  suo  filius  Bufibn,  1786.'* 

<<  The  CSidteau,  now  occupied  by  the 
widow  of  Buffon^s  son,  who  was  one 
of  the  first  victims  of  the  guillotine 
at  the  Revolution,  contains  portraits 
of  Buffon  and  his  assistant  Dauben- 
ton.  Two  of  the  rooms  are  lined 
with  coloured  prints  from  tiie  natural 
history  of  its  great  owner.  Hi*  tomb, 
in  the  parish  church,  was  destroyed 
at  the  Revolution,  the  lead  of  his 
coffin  melted,  and  his  bones  scat- 
tered."—  Costello, 

Fontenay  is  a  sequestered  abbey, 
a  few  miles  from  Montbard,  whose 
founder  was  one  Eviurd,  Bishop  of 
Norwich.  It  was  devoted  to  monks 
of  the  Cistercian  order.  Its  ruined 
buildings  are  now  converted  into  a 
paper  manufactory,  belonging  to  the 
highly  respectable  family  of  Montgol- 
fier.  The  chapter-house  and  cloisters 
are  still  tine  specimens  of  Gothic  archi- 
tecture. The  church,  converted  into 
every-day  purposes,  is  less  striking ; 
but  it  contains  several  mutilated  eccle- 
siastical monuments. 

22  Villeneuve-les-Couvers. 

14  Chanceaux. 

Here  our  road  falls  into  R.  1 44- 

S8  DuoN(p.  517.). 


ROUTE  148. 

DIJON  TO  GENEVA  BT  DOLE. 

193  kilom.  «  119|  £ng.  m. 

Diligences,  2  or  3  daily. 

The  journey  may  be  divided  into 
2  days  posting;  1st  day  to  Cham- 
pagnole,  8  or  9  hours ;  2d  day,  Ge- 
neva, 10  hours. 

For  some  distance  along  the  road 
there  is  lit^e  worth  description  or 
notice;  the  country  fertile,  but  flat 
and  monotonous.  As  yon  advance, 
the  distant  blue  outline  of  the  Jura 
mountains  is  discovered  on  the  ho* 
rizon. 

1 9  Genlis  must  not  be  confounded 
with  the  place  of  the  same  name  in 
Picardy,  whence  Madame  de  Genlis- 
derived  her  title. 

A  causeway  1 J  m.  long,  pierced 
with  28  arches,  to  allow  the  escape  of 
the  water  of  the  Sa6ne  during  inun.> 
dations,  leads  into 

15  Auxonne  {Intty  Grand  Cerf), 
a  second  class  fortress  of  minor  im- 
portance, owing  to  its  distance  from' 
the  frontier,  in  the  rear  of  Be- 
san9on.  It  stands  on  the  1.  bank  of 
tlieSaone,  here  crossed  by  a  bridge. - 
The  fortifications  were  planned  by 
Vauban.  It  was  taken  by  the  Aus- 
trians  1815.   The  population  5 1 50. 

-  From  the  heights  above  D^e  the 
snowy  mass  of  the  Mont  Blanc,  more 
than  100  m.  distant  as  the  crow  flies, 
is  apparent  in  clear  weather. 

16  Dole  {Inns:  Villede  Lyon  :— 
H.  de  Paris ;  said  to  be  good,)  is  a 
tovni  of  10,137  inhab.,  in  the  depart 
ment  of  the  Jura,  seated  on  the 
Doubs.  It  belonged  for  a  long  time 
to  Spain,  having  been  the  capital 
of  Franche  Comt6,  which  was  not 
united  to  France  until  the  reign  of 
Louis  XIV.  The  Emperor  Charies 
V.  fortified  it;  but  the  works  were 
destroyed  by  Louis. 

The  Parish  Church  is  Gothic,  and 
the  Tour  de  Vergy,  which  now  serves 
as  a  prison,  is  one  of  the  few  ancient 
edifices. 
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Th€  CamU  which  joins  the  Rhine 
to  the  Rhone  pesMt  near  the  town. 

[The  road  to  Bcsenfon  turns  off 
here,  passing  through 

14  OrchuBps. 
13  St.  Wit. 

18  Besaofon.  (R.  159.)] 

18  Mont-aous-Vaudrey,  a  town  of 
1000  iohab. 

A  road  branches  off  here  to  Lau- 
sanoe,  by  Saltns  and  Fonlarlier.  (  R. 
150.) 

19  Poligny  (Inn,  H.de  Gendve) 
is  a  town  of  6498  inhab.,  situated  at 
the  extremity  of  the  plain,  at  the  foot 
of  the  Jura,  the  first  ascent  of  which 
commences  on  quitting  Poligny.  llie 
road  was  made  by  Napoleon,  and 
commands  from  the  summits,  alter  an 
hour's  march,  a  good  view  into  the 
Talley  called  Cul^  de  Vauz,  and 
over  the  plains  of  Franche  Comt^ 
and  Burgundy,  as  far  as  the  Cote 
d'Or. 

15  Montrond. 

The  Mont  Blanc  appears  over  the 
top  of  a  saddle-backed  hill. 

10  Champagnole. — Poste ;  a  very 
fair  inn.  This  is  a  town  of  3150 
inhabitanu  on  the  Ain,  here  crossed 
by  a  high  bridge. 

A  picturesque  road,  passing  Bil- 
laude  on  the  first  platform  or  step  of 
the  Jura  at  the  base  of  the  second,  to 

11  Maisonneuve. 

9  St.  Laurent.  {Inriy  Poste.) 
French  custom-bouse  on  entering 
France.  The  staple  productions  of 
the  Jura  are  cheese  (resembling 
Oruy^re)  and  timber ;  saw-mills  stud 
all  the  streams. 

In  this  stage  we  reach  the  culminat- 
ing point  in  the  ascent  of  the  Jura,  and 
soon  after  begin  to  descend  by  a  fine 
road,  recently  completed,  to  Morbier, 
and 

11  Mores  (^Inn,  Poste  ;  comfort- 
able), an  industrious  and  rapidly  in- 
creasing bourg  of  2508  inhabitants, 
seated  at  the  bottom  of  a  defile,  on 
the  Bienne,  which  turns  the  ma- 
chinery of  numerous  mills  and  works 


where  clockwork,  jacks,  nails,  &c.y  are 
made. 

7  Les  Rousses  (^Inns:  not  good; 
Poste,  best),*a  hideous  village  on  tike 
Swiss  frontier,  in  a  cold,  arid  ,  upland 
country.  It  is  proposed  to  convert 
Les  Rousses  into  a  fortress  for  the 
defence  of  the  French  frontier. 

Here  is  the  first  French  custom- 
house encountered  by  travellers  comii^ 
from  Switserland.  Geneva  trinkets, 
boxes,  &c.,  must  be  declared  ;  watches 
are  admitted  on  paying  a  duty  of  5  fir. 
each. 

Those  who  wish  to  ascend  the  Ddfe^ 
one  of  the  highest  summits  of  the 
Jura,  on  account  of  its  surprising^  view, 
must  turn  out  of  the  high  road  at  Les 
Rousses,  and  proceed  to  St  Cergue 
(18  kilom.),  whence  the  top  may  be 
attained  in  3  hours.  See  Swiss 
Hahd-book. 

The  descent  of  the  Jura  to  Gez  is 
now  made  safe  and  easy  by  an  excel- 
lent new  road.    About  a  inile  beyond 
the  douane  you  pass  out  of  France, 
but  re-enter  it  before 

15  La  Vattay. 

A  little  beyond  La  Faucille,  at  the 
extremity  of  a  narrow  gorge,  on  a 
sudden  turn  in  the  road,  opens  out 
the  celebrated  and  sublime  view  over 
the  Lake  of  Geneva  and  the  Alps ;  a 
view  not  to  be  forgotten  in  a  life* 
time. 

13  Gex  (/an.  La  Poste),  through 
Ferney  Voltaire  to 

17  GiNBVA  (described  in  Swns 
H  AMD-book). 

ROUTE  150. 

DOLE  TO  IJkUSAMNB   BT   rOKTARUBB. 

100  kilom.  b62  £ng.  m.  to  Jougne, 
or  the  French  frontier. 

A  journey  of  2  days,  stopping  the 
first  night  at  Pontarlier,  8  hoars; 
thence  to  Lausanne,  10  hours. 

A  very  agreeable  road,  quitdng 
that  to  Geneva  by  Mores  at 

18  Mont-sous- Vaudrey. 
15  Mouchard. 
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8  Salins  [Lms:  Poste  :— T^teNoir; 
tolerable),  a  town  of  8000  or  9000 
inhabitants*  which  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  almost  entirely  consumed  by  a 
fire,  which  lasted  for  S  days,  in  1825. 
It  is  romantically  situated  in  a  narrow 
rocky  gorge,  and  owes  its  name  to  the 
salt* works.    Salines   RoyaleSf    a  vast 
edifice,  918  ft.  long,   surrounded  by 
walls,  in  the  midst  of  the  valley.   The 
salt  is  obtained   from  brine-springs 
rising  below  vaults  of  ancient  con. 
struction.     The  weaker  springs  are 
conducted  in  pipes  to  the  forest  of 
Chaux,  15  m.  off,  where,  after  being 
evaporated  in  *<maisons  de  gradua- 
tion," they  are  boiled. 

There  are  quarries  of  gypsum  here. 
The  road  ascends,  on  quitting  Sa- 
lins, through  a  country  having  much 
of  the  Swiss  character,  abounding  in 
rocks  and  dark  fir-woods. 

20  Levier. 
■  20  PontarUer.  — Inns :  Poste ;  very 
good :  —  Croix  Blanche : — Lion  d*Or. 
This  is  the  frontier  town  of  France, 
a  place  of  considerable  antiquity  and 
interest,  containing  4890  inhabitants, 
seated  at  a  height  of  2716  ft  above 
the  sea  level,  at  the  foot  of  the  second 
ridge  of  the  Jura,  and  at  the  debouch^ 
of  the  principal  routes  leading  through 
that  chain.  It  is  the  loftiest  town  in 
France. 

The  road  hence  first  ascends  by  the 
side  of  the  river  Doubs,  and  through 
the  pass  of  La  Cluse,  which  may 
be  called  a  mountain  gateway  be- 
tween  France  and  Switzerland,  to 
St.  Pierre  de  Joux.  The  defile  is 
commanded  by  the  Chdteau  de  Joux, 
situated  on  the  summit  of  a  preci- 
pitous and  nearly  inaccessible  rock, 
at  the  foot  of  which  the  roads  from 
Pontarlier,  Neufchsttel,  and  Lausanne 
unite.  This  frontier-fort  was  the 
prison  of  the  unfortunate  Toussaint 
L'Ouverture,  when  treacherously  car- 
ried off  from  St.  Domingo  by  com- 
mand of  Napoleon.  He  ended  his 
days  here,  some  say  by  violent  means ; 
but  the  sudden  transition  from  the 
climate   of   the    tropics  to   a   dark 


dungeon,  so  dank  and  cold  that  tlie 
water  drops  from  tlie  roof  in  sum- 
mer, and  icicles  congeal  on  the 
walls  in  winter,  in  the  elevated  region 
and  biting  atmosphere  of  the  Jura, 
sufiBciently  explains  the  cause  of  his 
death,  without  the  need  of  violence. 
His  miserable  cell  still  exists,  and  has 
been  described  by  Miss  Marineau. 
He  was  buried  in  the  prison  church, 
with  nothing  to  mark  the  grave, 
but  it  was  bricked  over,  and  is 
included  in  the  new  wall  of  the 
church.  Here  also  was  confined  pre- 
viously, **  dans  ce  nid  de  hibout, 
egay^  par  une  compagnie  d'inva- 
lides,"  as  he  termed  it,  another  re- 
markable prisoner,  Mir{U)eatu  He 
was  sent  hither  (1776)  by  virtue  of  a 
lettre  de  cachet  obtained  by  his  father, 
"  L' Ami  des  Hommes,"  as  he  called 
himself,  and  the  tyrant  of  his  own 
family,  as  he  proved  himself.  Mira- 
beau,  having  by  his  insinuating  man- 
ners obtained  leave  from  the  governor 
to  visit  the  town  of  Pontarlier  on 
parole,  made  love  to  Madame  de 
Monive,  the  wife  of  a  magistrate 
there,  and  eloped  with  her  to  Holland. 
She  was  the  Sophie  to  whom  he 
addressed  some  of  his  obscene 
writings. 

A  desolate  country,  chiefiy  of  forest, 
inhabited  by  charcoal-burners  succeeds. 

19  Jougne.  Here  is  the  French 
custom-house. 

"The  distances  for 
these  three  last 
stages  are  in 
posts. 

The  routes  from  the  Fort  de  Joux 
to  Neufchatel  by  Val  Travers,  and 
to  Lausanne  by  Orbe,  are  described 
in  the  Hand-book  for  Switzbrland^ 

ROUTE  152. 

DIJOK  TO  CHALONS-SUR-SAONX  BY 
BZAUMX,  AND  THE  WINK  DISTRICT 
or  THE  COTE  d'oR,  CHAMBXRTIK, 
CLOS-VOUGXOT,  NUITS,  ETC. 

67  kilom.  »  41^  £ng.  m. 

This  road  carries  the  traveller  along 


2J  Orbe. 
ij  Cossonay 
2   Lausanne. 
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the  dLifti  of  the  vineyards,  producing 
the  finest  Burgwuhf  wme$  which  rank 
amongst  the  best  and  most  famous  in 
Fnmce.  The  country,  whererer  it 
presenla  an  advantageous  slope,  is  en- 
tirely laid  out  in  vines,  and  what  it 
loses  in  picturesqueness  it  gains  in 
fichncss.  It  is  besides  very  popu- 
Unis;  there  are  said  to  l)e  40  or  50 
Tillages  between  Dijon  and  Beaune, 
a  distance  of  26  m. 

«  About  a  mile  to  the  S.  W.  of 
Dijon  begin  those  hills  which  form 
the  celebrated  C6te  (TOr,  which, 
judging  by  the  eye,  average  from 
about  800  to  1000  feet  in  height,  con- 
tinuing to  range  at  the  distance  of 
about  a  mile  from  the  carriage*road. 
It  is  a  wall  of  hills,  covered  with 
vineyards,  which  ascend  in  terraces 
their  sunny  sides,  and  then  spread 
along  the  table  land  on  the  summit. 
The  colour  of  the  soil,  as  seen  through 
the  well-trimmed  tufty  vines,  is  of 
yellowish  red  ;  and  it  may  be  asked 
whether  the  name  of  the  range  arises 
from  this  prevailing  colour  of  the 
ground,  or  from  the  richness  of  the 
product.  The  tract  from  the  road 
nearly  to  the  summit  of  the  hills  is 
covered  with  vineyards.  Here  the 
best  Burgundy  is  grown,  and  here, 
as  in  almost  all  other  vine  countries, 
we  find  the  singular  and  perplexing 
•phenomenon  (but  perhaps  no  where 
so  forcibly  apparent  as  here),  that 
whilst  one  tract  of  small  extent  pro- 
duces the  finest  and  **  most  particu- 
lar" quality,  another  hard  by,  enjoying 
the  same  aspect,  and,  as  far  as.  we 
can  judge,  either  by  our  unaided 
senses  or  by  chemical  tests,  the  same 
soil,  can  never  be  made  to  bring  forth 
a  wine  of  equal  flavour.  In  richness 
of  flavour,  and  in  perfume,  and  all 
the  more  delicate  qualities  of  the 
juice  of  the  grape,  they  unquestion- 
ably rank  as  the  finest  in  the  world ; 
and  it  was  not  without  reason  that 
the  Dukes  of  Burgundy  were  desig- 
nated as  the  **  princes  des  bon  vins." 
The  soils  on  which  these  valuable 
wines  are  grown  consist,  in  general. 


of  a  light  black  or  red  loam,    mixed 
with  the  ddnris  of  the  calcareous  rocks 
upon  which  they  repose.      Tbe   piio- 
cipal  vineyards  of  the  C6ie  €tOr  are  aU 
situated  between  Dijon  and  Cba^ny, 
and  describe  an  arc  of  a  large   circle 
exposed  to  the  S.  £.,  and  protected 
from  the  N.  W.  by  the  range  of  hills 
that    stretches   behind    them.       The 
vines  are  planted  in  trenches,  at  tbe 
distance  of  about  two  feet  apart^  and 
are  trained  on  poles  to  the  height  of 
SO  to  40  inches.     In  the  best   vine- 
yards  they  are  extremely    old,    and 
when  old  vines  are  replaced  by  others, 
a  larger  crop,  but  of  an  inferior  qua- 
lity,  is  obtained.     The   choice     red 
growths  of  the  Cote  (TOr  are  tbe  Clos- 
Vougeot,    Nuits,    Beaune,    Volnay, 
Pomard,    Chunbertin,     Richeboui^, 
Romance,   and   St.    George.      They 
are  all  distinguished   by  their  beau- 
tiful   colour    and    exquisite   flavour 
and  aroma,  combining,  in  a  greater 
degree  than    any    other    wines,    tbe 
qualities    of    lightness  and  delicacy 
with  richness   and  fulness  of  body. 
Many  other  crops  are  intermixed  "with 
the  vineyards, — potatoes,  clover,  and 
maize,  —  whilst  cherry,  almond,  and 
walnut  trees    are    dotted   over    the 
fields.     One  need  not  wonder  that 
the    Kings   of   France  should    have 
coveted  this  rich  Burgundian  territory. 
This  is  about  jhe   highest   latitude 
N.  where  maize  can  be  grown  to  any 
advantage."— J^.  P. 

12  LaBaraque.  At  Givray,  a  little 
to  the  rt.  of  the  road  after  quitting 
this  relay,  lies  the  vineyard  of  Cham- 
bertin  about  7  m.  from  Dijon.  It  is 
about  15  or  20  acres  in  extent,  but 
divided  among  numerous  proprietors. 

Farther  on,  the  road  passes  under 
the  wall  of  the  enclosure  (C2os)  de 
Vougeoty  the  prince  of  Burgundy 
wines.  It  originally  belonged  to  the 
monks  of  the  neighbouring  Abbey  of 
Citeaux,  who  carried  its  culture  to  the 
highest  perfection,  never  selling  it, 
but  making  presents  of  what  they  did 
not  consume  themselves.  At  the  Re- 
volution   it  was    bought   by    MM. 
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Tourlon    et    Rerol,    and    sdll    later 
i¥as   resold   to    M.    Ouvrard  ?     and 
Aguado,  tbe    loan   contractor.      Its 
recent      proprietors     have     enlarged 
it  by  taking  in  some  of  the  neigh- 
bouring land ;    but  the  present  ex- 
tent   of    the  vineyard   is    only  112  J 
£ng1ish    acres   (48    hectares) :    the 
aTerage  annual  produce  is  about  200 
hogsheads.     The  soil  near  tbe  top  of 
the  hill  consists  of  small  fragments  of 
whitish  limestone^  mixed  with  shells, 
of  which  the  hill  is  composed :  in  the 
lowest  part  of  the  vineyard  it  merges 
into  a  nearly  pure  clay.     The  vines 
nearest  the  top,  in  tbe  dry  soil,  pro- 
duce the  best  wine ;  on  reaching  the 
clay  it  falls  off,  and  becomes  the  mere 
idn  du  pays'. 

**  The  vintage  is  in  general  soon 
over,  the  proprietor  employing  often 
from  400  to  450  vintagers  at  the  same 
time.     For  the  red  wine,  the  grapes 
as  they  are  brought  in  are  thrown  into 
large  cases  or  troughs,  and  there  trod- 
den by  a  number  of  men,  with  large 
wooden  shoes,   till    the    grapes  are 
nearly   all  broken.     They   are   then 
taken  up  in  baskets,  with  interstices 
wide  enough  to  allow  the  grapes  to 
pass  through,  when  a  portion  of  the 
stalks,  generally  about  two>thirds,  are 
taken  out.    If  the  whole  of  the  stalks 
were  taken  out,  the  quality  of  the  wine, 
as  has  been  repeatedly  proved,  would 
be  inferior.     The  whole  is  then  put 
into  the  vat  into  which  the  rfiust,  as 
it  ran  from  the   treading,  had  been 
previously  carried.     With  the  num- 
ber of  people  employed,  it  requires  a 
very  short  period  to  fill  a  vat.     A 
space  of  about  12  inches  is  lef^  un- 
filled at  the  top,  and  a  sliding  lid  is 
then  put  over,  which  floats  upon  the 
surface.    As  soon  as  the  fermentation 
becomes  violent,  the  swelling  of  the 
mass  lifts  the  lid  to  the  height  of  six 
inches  above  the  mouth  of  the  vat. 
As,  however,  the  skins  and  the  stalks 
had  previously  risen  to  the   surface, 
none  of  the  liquor  escapes.     A  very 
small  space,  formed  by  the  looseness 
of  the  Udy  is  considered  sufficient  to 


allow  the  gas  to  escape,  until  the 
rising  of  the  lid  allows  a  greater 
space.  And  it  is  perhaps  owing  to 
the  confinement  of  the  gas  tliat  the 
lid  is  raised  to  such  a  height.  If  the 
weather  had  been  very  warm  when 
the  grapes  were  gathered,  and  still 
continues  warm,  while  the  fermenta- 
tion is  going  forward,  the  wine  is 
soon  made.  Tbe  fermentation  is 
sometimes  over  in  SO  hours,  at  other 
times  it  continues  10,  12,  and  even 
15  dajrs.  Tbe  best  wine  is  always 
produced  from  tbe  most  rapid  fer- 
mentation. When  the  fermentation 
slackens,  the  liquor  begins  to  subside, 
and  when  it  is  entirely  over,  sinks 
within  the  top  of  the  vat,  but  not  so 
low  as  when  the  vat  was  first  filled, 
for  the  marc^t  tity  in  other  words,  the 
stalks  and  skins,  are  completely  sepa- 
rated from  the  liquor,  and  float  upon 
the  top. 

<*  As  soon  as  it  is  known  by  the 
subsiding  of  the  bead,  and  by  the 
taste  and  examination  of  the  wine,' 
that  the  fermentation  has  ceased,  the 
wine  is  drawn  off  into  large  vats, 
which  contain  about  700  gallons  each. 
Every  3  or  4  months  it  is  pumped  by 
means  of  the  syphon  and  bellows  into 
another  vat  of  the  same  dimension, 
when  a  man  enters  by  the  small  open- 
ing left  in  the  end  of  the  vats,  and 
washes  out  with  a  brush  and  cold 
water  any  lees  which  may  have  been 
deposited.  The  Burgundy  of  the 
Clos-Vougeot  receives  no  other  pre- 
paration, and  it  is  treated  in  this  man- 
ner as  often  as  may  be  judged  requi- 
site, till  it  is  disposed  of.  They 
commence  selling  it  when  3  and  4 
years  old,  but  tbe  wine  of  very  fa- 
vourable seasons  is  retained  by  the 
proprietor  till  it  is  10  or  12  years 
old,  when  it  is  bottled,  and  sold  at 
the  rate  of  6  francs  a  bottle.  The 
price  of  the  wine  of  ordinary  vintages, 
from  3  to  4  years  old,  is  from  500  to 
600  francs  the  hogsheads,  but  seasons 
occasionally  occur  when  the  wine  is 
not  better  than  the  Fin  Ordinaire  of 
the  country.     The  wine  of  1824  was 
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given  to  the  labourers  as  their  ordinary 
drink,  that  of  18S5  is  now  ripening  in 
the  large  vats,  and  will  be  worth,  in 
3  or  4  years  more,  6  francs  a  bottle.** 

10  Nuits,  a  town  of  2700  inhabit- 
ants, in  the  midst  of  the  celebrated 
vineyards,  Romanie,  Eichebourg,  La 
Tache,  &c 

The  vmt  de  NuUs  were  brought 
into  fashion,  1680^  by  Louis  XIV,  for 
whom  they  were  exclusively  prescribed 
by  the  chief  physician  Fagon,  as  a 
means  of  restoring  his  strength. 

6  or  7  m.  £.  of  Nuits  is  the  cele- 
brated Abbey  cfCiteaux  founded  1090 
by  Robert  de  Molesme,  in  which  St. 
Bernard  assumed  tlie  cowl  Hid, 
which  sent  forth  to  assume  the  keys  of 
St.  Peter  no  less  than  4  popes,  and 
which  numbered  3600  tributary  con- 
vents of  the  Cistercian  order,  of  which 
it  was  the  head.  Remains  of  the  ab- 
batial  buildings  still  exist.  [  Informa- 
tion respecting  their  present  condition 
Is  desired  by  the  editor.] 

16  Beaune  (Inns:  Poste: — H. 
d*Angleterre),  contains  10,000  inha- 
bitants, and  owes  its  prosperity  to  its 
being  the  chief  seat  of  the  wine  trade 
in  Burgundy,  about  80  mercantile 
houses  being  engaged  in  it,  and  the 
annual  exportation  amounts  to  30,000 
or  40,000  butts. 

The  HospUal  founded  by  Nic.  Rol* 
lin,  chancellor  of  Philip,  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  1443,  presents  in  its  court 
some  good  bits  of  Gothic,  and  there 
is  a  fine  Gothic  hall.  There  is  a  re- 
markably early  painting,  a  Last 
Judgment,  by  Albert  van  Ouwaier,  in 
the  Hotel  Dieu.  The  Bouzeoise, 
a  limpid  stream  full  of  green  weeds 
floating  with  its  current,  traverses  the 
town. 

Beaune  is  the  birth-place  of  the 
senator  Monge,  the  savant,  and  favour- 
ite of  Napoleon. 

At  Cu4si/  la  Colonne,  12  m.  S.  W. 
of  Beaune,  is  a  Roman  pillar  or  monu- 
ment, bearing  bas-reliefs;  but  it  is 
accessible  with  difficulty  by  cross 
roads.     At  Nolay,  near  it,  Carnot,  the 


'  republican  general  and  engiaeer,  was 
helm. 

**  The  country  immediately  about 
Beaune  has  much  amenity,  anci  in  its 
neighbourhood  are  produced  tlie  cele- 
brated vines  of  Volnay  and  Fownard, 
the  former  being  duuracterisecl   by  its 
light  and  grateful  aroma  and  delicate 
tint,  the  latter  having  more  body-  and 
colour:    they  are  sometimes    mixed 
with  the  red  wines  to  give  them  fire. 
Savigny,  Beaune,     Meursault,     and 
several  other  vineyards  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, all  produce  excellent  vine^ 
and,    generally    speaking,     all     the 
growths  of  that  district  are  remark- 
able   for  the    purity  of     their     fla« 
vour.** 

13.  Chagny.  "This  town  is  full 
of  interesting  subjects  for  the  sketob- 
book,  particularly  of  domestic  archi- 
tecture; one  house  in  the  principal 
street,  with  a  row  of  trefoil  windows, 
is  particularly  striking.  The  tower  of 
the  church  is  also  curious ;  it  is  a  per- 
fect specimen  of  Uie  transition  into 
the  Pointed  from  the  Norman  style. 

"  From  Chagny,  the  spot  where  the 
range  of  the  Cote  d'Or,  properly  so 
called,  ceases,  there  is  still  a  scattered 
line  of  lower  hills,  but  the  slopes  are 
less  rich  and  the  plains  less  fertile.** 
—J?*.  P. 

16.  Chdhns-sur'Sadne.    (R.  106.) 


ROUTE  155. 

DXSCENT  OF  THE   HAUT   RHONE. AIX 

IN  SAVOY  TO  LTONS. 

The  upper  Rhone  is  now  navigated, 
in  summer,  by  a  steamer,  which  per- 
forms the  voyage,  descending  fitHn 
Aix  to  Lyons,  in  9  hours,  but  re- 
quires 1^  days,  or  22  hours,  for  the 
ascent,  which  is  somewhat  tedious. 
A  vexatious  delay  also  of  2  or  3 
hours  takes  place  at  the  custom- 
houses of  France  and  Savoy. 

The  voyage  across  the  Lac  de 
Bourget  from  Aix,  passing  the  Abbey 
of  Haute- Combe,  at  the  foot  of  the 
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Mont  Du  Chat,  is  described  in  the 
Swiss  Hand-book,  and  is  very  de- 
lightful. The  outlet  from  the  lake  is 
a  narrow  winding  channel,  called 
Canal  de  Savi^res,  traversing  the  flat 
meadows  in  a  most  serpentine  course, 
which  some  have  supposed  artificial, 
but  which  has,  probably,  only  been 
enlarged  by  art.  By  this  issue  the 
Xjac  de  Bourget  disgorges  its  waters 
into  the  Rhone,  near  the  Savoyard 
village  of  Ci)ana.  The  course  of 
tlie  Rhone  hereabouts  is  nearly  due 
N.  and  S.,  and  parallel  with  the  lake, 
from  which  it  is  separated  by  the  mass 
of  the  MorU  du  Chat^  whose  ridges 
are  called  Dents,  and  over  whose 
shoulder  Hannibal  is  supposed  to 
have  led  his  army  to  the  foot  of  the 
high  Alps.  On  entering  the  Rhone 
we  have  this  mountain  on  the  1. 

The  Rhone  has  been  navigated  by 
steam  above  this,  as  high  as  Seyssel,  a 
small  town  on  both  banks  of  the 
river,  one  part  belonging  to  France, 
the  other  to  Savoy  ;  a  project  has 
been  started  for  making  the  river  navi- 
gable as  far  as  the  Lake  of  Geneva. 
(See  Swiss  Hand-book.) 

Except  at  one  or  two  points,  the 
scenery  of  tlie  Upper  Rhone  is  not 
very  remarkable.  It  runs  through 
a  series  of  basins,  terminated  at 
cither  end  by  gorges  (^tranglemens, 
i.  c.  throttlings,  as  the  French  expres- 
»vely  term  them),  caused  by  the  ap- 
proximation of  the  hills  on  either 
side.     Below  Seyssel 

L.  the  Fidre,  a  turbid  river,  which 
drains  the  Lake  of  Annecy,  enters  the 
Rhone. 

L.  at  Yenne,  opposite  Belley,  is  a 
suspension  bridge,  traversed  by  the 
high  road  from  Chamberry  t^Chll- 
lons.  A  monotonous  sandy  plain  ex- 
tends thence  to  Chana,  across  which 
the  navigation  is  difficult,  on  account 
of  sand-banks  in  its  bed. 

The  Rhone,  however,  narrowed 
within  a  reduced  channel,  traverses  a 
contracted  de61e,  abreast  of 

Rt.  Pierre  Chatel,  a  fort  belong, 
ing  to   France,   built  on  tlTe  sum- 

France, 


mit  of  a  rock  400  or  500  ft.  high. 
The  river  rushes  through  the  gorge  at 
its  base  with  a  furious  speed ;  but  the 
steamer,  steered  by  a  skilful  pilot, 
passes  safely  over  the  rapids,  which, 
at  the  point  of  greatest  fury,  are 
crossed  by  a  wire  suspension  bridge. 

The  river  below  alters  its  course, 
turning  to  the  N.  W.,  and  emerging 
upon  an  open  country,  it  is  intersected 
by  numerous  low  islands,  the  resort 
of  smugglers.  Between  St.  Genis 
and  (1.)  St.  Didier  the  river  Guiers, 
which  descends  from  the  Grande  Char- 
treuse (R.  ISl.),  joins  the  Rhone:  it 
is  the  boundary  of  Savoy,  separating 
it  from  the  Department  de  I'lsere; 
below  this,  therefore,  both  banks  of 
the  Rhone  are  French. 

Rt.  the  ruined  Castle  of  Groslee. 

L.  Castle  of  Quinsonas. 

To  this  succeeds  the  defile  of  St. 
Albin,  where  the  channel  is  contracted 
to  a  width  of  60  ft. ;  it  is  walled  in 
by  bare  rocks,  destitute  of  verdure. 

The  Rhone  is  traversed  from  side 
to  side  by  a  reef  of  rocks  a  little 
above  the  (rt.)  village  of  Le  Sault,  so 
called  from  the  leap,  or  rapid,  formed 
by  the  river  over  them.  They  are 
smooth,  and  not  very  dangerous,  but 
the  steamer  in  ascending  has  diffi- 
culty in  stemming  the  torrent  which 
sweeps  over  this  inclined  plane. 
Here  the  river  is  crossed  by  a  hand- 
some stone  bridge,  the  central  arch 
being  105  ft.  span.  On  cither  side 
are  extensive  quarries  of  limestone, 
furnishing  building  materials  for 
Lyons  and  other  towns  on  the  banks 
of  the  Rhone  below. 

Rt.  St.  Sorlin,  with  the  remains  of 
ancient  fortifications. 

L.  Vertrieux,  a  modem  chateau  in 
the  foreground,  near  the  river ;  and 
behind  it,  on  an  isolated  rock,  its 
ancient  castle  rises  in  picturesque 
ruins. 

Rt.  at  Lngnieux,  where  a  suspen- 
sion bridge  of  wire  spans  the  Rhone, 
the  hills  subside  into  a  monotonous 
plain,  stretching  away  to  Lyons 

L.  The  entry  of  the  cave  called 

A   A 
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Grotte  de  la  Balme  is  about  10  mi- 
nutes' walk  from  the  riTor. 

Rt.  We  pass  the  embouchure  of  the 
TAin*  which  gives  its  name  to  the  de- 
partment extending  along  the  it.  bank 
of  the    Rhone  from    fort     I'Ecluse 
nearly  to  Lyons.  The  Rhone  below  this 
assumes  a  very  tortuous  course  be- 
tween islands  and  sand-banks,  unre- 
lieved by  objects  of  interest.    Nothing 
announces  the  approach  to  a  vast  city,  i 
tbe  borders  of  the  river  are  so  deso-  | 
late   and   lonely.       The   steamer  at  ' 
length  brings  to  under  the  fortress- 
crowned  heights  of  La  Croix  Rousse, 
at    the    quai    in    the    Faubourg    of 
Bresse,  on  the  outskirts  of 

Rt.  Ltoms,  described  in  R.  105. 


ROUTE  156. 

LTOKS   TO    GENEVA,    BT    NANTUA    AND 
BBLLEGARDK. 

151  kilom.  «  9S^  £ng.  m. 

DUigeruxi  daily. 

The  road  for  some  distance,  after 
quitting  Lyons,  runs  parallel  with  the 
Rhone,  up  its  rt.  bank.  Tbe  river, 
left  to  its  own  wayward  impulse, 
straggles  onward,  overspreading  the 
plain  with  wrecks  of  sterile  sand  and 
stones.  The  slope  of  la  Pape,  whence 
there  is  a  good  view  of  the  river  and 
the  distant  Alps  of  Dauphine,  is  next 
ascended. 

13  Miribel. 

9  Montluel  is  a  small  town,  of  about 
3,000  inhab.,  on  the  Seraine,  which  is 
crossed  on  quitting  tbe  place. 

14  Meximieux.  We  reach  the 
borders  of  tbe  river  Ain  at  MoUon. 

11  Bublanne. 

11  Pont  d'Ain  {Inn,  Poste?),  a 
town  of  1,266  inhab.  on  the  rt  bank 
of  the  Ain,  at  tlie  foot  of  a  height 
crowned  by  a  castle^  built  by  the 
dukes  of  Savoy.  Here  the  road  to 
Bourg  strikes  off  (R.  159.)* 

The  Ain  is  crossed  by  a  stone 
bridge  at  Neuville,  and  its  valley  is 
quitted  by  the  road  at  Poucin,  re- 


markable for  the  ruins  of   a   feudal 
castle,  in  order  to  reach 

13  Cerdon. 

From  this  the  road  ascends  along 
tbe  flank  of  a  mountain,  forming  one 
side  of  a  gorge,  varied  by  the  pretty 
fall  of  St.  Marcel lio,  and  by  the  ruined 
castles  of  Labatie  and  St.  Julian. 

The  approach  to  Nantua,  along  the 
borders  of  its  lake,  is  very  pleasing, 
surroitfided    by    mountains.  It    is 

about  1^  m.  long. 

19  Nantua  {Inns  :  H.  du  N'ord  :— 
L'£cu  de  France)  is  a  town  of  3,700 
inhab.,  finely  situated  in  the  midst  ci 
the  Jura  mountains,  at  the  extremity 
of  its  lake,  hemmed  in  by  bare  |M-eci- 
pices  and  dark  woods.  It  possesses 
some  considerable  manufactures. 

The  Parish  Church,  originally  at- 
tached to  an  abbey,  is  a  "  venerable 
and  picturesque  edifice,  in  the  Ro- 
manesque style."  The  entrance,  a 
round-headed  arch,  is  surmounted  by 
a  circular  window,  and  nearly  aJi  the 
rest  of  the  building  is  early  Pointed. 
The  centre  is  surmounted  by  an  oc» 
tagonal  lantborn .  Charles  le  Chauve, 
who  died  at  Briord  877,  was  buried 
here. 

The    lake  produces   capital   tnnit 
and  craw-fish. 

The  scenery  of  the  Jura  moun- 
tains, through  which  the  road  winds, 
continues  very  interesting  for  the  rest 
of  the  way.  A  little  beyond  Ney- 
rolles  we  attain  the  summit  of  the 
pass,  and,  descending,  skirt  tbe  shora 
of  the  Lake  Sylant,  about  2  m.  long. 

12  St.  Germain  de  Jouz. 

At  Chatillon  de  Michaille  we  cross 
tbe  Valserine,  and  leave  on  the  rt.  the 
road  leading  to  Seyssel  (R.  155.). 
We  reach  the  valley  of  the  Rhone  at 

12  Bellegarde  {Inn,  Poste),  the 
frontier  town  of  France,  placed  at  tbe 
junction  of  the  Valserine  with  the 
Rhone.  Passports  are  here  called 
for,  and  baggage  examined  likewise, 
on  entering  France.  Ten  minutes' 
walk  from  the  inn  is  the  Parte  dm 
Rhone,  a  contracted  portion  of  the 
channel^encumbered  with  toeka,  whei« 
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the  river  plunges  into  the  earth,  and 
continues    its    subterraneous    course 
through  caverns  neither  explored  nor 
fathomed,  which  it  has  probalily  exca- 
vated by  its  own  torrent  in  the  lime- 
stone  rocks,    for    about  120    yards. 
This  phenomenon,  however,  is  seen  to 
perfection  only  when  the  river  is  low. 
At  other  times,  when  its  volume  ex- 
ceeds tliat  which  the  subterranean  pas- 
sage is  able  to  contain,  it  flows  along 
its  upper  bed,  open  to  day,  as  well  as 
below  ground.     At  such  times,  says 
M.  Simond,  «'la  Perte  du  Rhone  est 
perdue  pour  les   voyageurs."      The 
vault  of  rock  which  covers  the  subter- 
ranean canal  has  of  late  been  partly 
removed  by  blasting,  to  facilitate  the 
flottage  of  timber  in  detached  trunks 
down  the  Rhone  at  high  water ;  this 
tends  to  diminish  the  wonder  of  the 
Perte. 

The  width  of  the  Rhone,  which,  on 
quitting  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  is  about 
II 5 ft;  is  contracted  at  the  Pont  de 
Grezin,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Perte,  to  15  or  16  ft. 

<^  The  bed  of  the  Valserine  is  more 
picturesque,  and  scarcely  less  curious 
than  the  Perte.  It  is  worth  while  to 
descend  from  the  garden  of  the  inn 
into  the  worn  channel  of  this  little 
river,  which  is  almost  dry  in  summer 
time,  except  when  a  rivulet  of  its  water 
burrows  into  the  clefts  and  fantas- 
tic bends  of  its  calcareous  rock."  — 
ff,R. 

The  wild  and  narrowly  contracted 
gorge  through  which  the  Rhone  forces 
its  way  between  Bellegarde  and  Col- 
longes,  formed  by  the  Mont  Vouache 
on  the  ude  of  Savoy,  and  the  Mont 
Credo,  the  extremity  of  the  Jura,  ou 
that  of  France,  is  thus  described  by 
Caesar,  "  Angustum  et  difficile  inter 
MoDtem  Juram,  et  flumen  Rhoda- 
num,qull  vix  singuli  currus  ducerentur; 
mons  autem  altissimus  impendebat, 
ut  facile  perpauci  prohibere  possent." 
Kear  the  upper  end  of  tliis  defile, 
(ommandingthe  entrance  into  France, 
stands  the  very  strong  and  picturesque 
fortrcM  Fort  de  VEchue,  originaUy 


planned  by  Vauban,  but  ruined  by 
the  Austrians,  and  repaired  since 
1824  by  the  French  government,  who 
have  used  infinite  labour  and  expense 
to  strengthen  this  position.  Ad- 
ditional batteries  have  been  cut  in 
the  rock  above  the  lower  fortress,  and 
these  communicate  with  the  barracks 
below  by  a  broad  staircase,  100  ft  high, 
hewn -inside  tlie  solid  mountain."  — 
H.  R.  The  high  road  is  carried 
through  the  fortress.  Permission  to 
see  it  in  detail  may  generally  be  ob- 
tained from  the  governor. 

13  Collonges.  Here  the  defile 
opens  out.     On  quitting 

16  St.  Genix,  you  enter  Switzer- 
land.     (GsMBVA,  in  Hamd-book  for 

SwirSEXLAND). 


ROUTE  159. 

LTOKS    TO  £ESAN90N,    ST  BOUEG,  AND 
LOMS-LK-SAULNIKR. 

217  kilom.  «  184^  Eng.  m. 

A  maUepotte  daily  in  1 8  hours. 

IHligences  daily. 

The  road  from  Lyons  is  the  same 
as  R.  156.,  as  far  as 

58  Pontd'Ain. 

20  Bourg, — Inns:  H.  de  TEurope 
(?):  -— du  Nord(?).  This  place  was 
capital  of  the  ancient  division  of  La 
Bresse,  and  is  now  chef  lieu  of  the 
Department  de  I'Ain;  its  popula- 
tion is  8996.  It  belonged  to  the 
Dukes  of  Savoy  from  the  lltb  to 
the  17th  century,  and  was  not  finally 
gained  by  the  French  until  1600.  It 
has  neither  trade  nor  manufactures, 
and  the  only  object  of  interest  is  the 
Church  of  Ndtre  Dame  de  Brou,  out- 
side the  walls,  a  very  remarkable  edi- 
fice in  the  latest  style  of  Gothic, 
verghfig  into  the  Renaissance,  con- 
structed between  1511  and  15S6  by 
Margaret  of  Austria,  who  was  created 
by  her  father,  the  Emperor  Maxi- 
milian, and  confirmed  by  her  nephew,' 
Charles  V.,  governor  of  the  Nether< 
AA  2 


5$2    B.  159.— A.  D.  de  Brou—LanS'le-Saulmer.     Sect.  VIIL 


Uuidi.  "HtT mattOt/ortune'^'inforiune 
"^foH  une,  is  repeated  in  various  parts 
of  the  building.  Tlie  architect  was 
**  Maistre  Leys  Van  Boglem,**  and  the 
sculptor  "  Maistre  Coniad.*'  The  W. 
front  is  surmounted  by  Sgables,  that  in 
the  centre  being  the  most  lofty ;  under 
it  is  a  porttUf  consisting  of  a  flattened 
arch,  highly  enriched  with  carvings, 
arabesques,  and  other  ornaments. 
Tlie  decorations  of  the  interior  are 
concentrated  upon  the  choir:  rich  and 
varied  marbles,  and  peculiarly  fine 
painted  windows  contribute  to  the 
splendour  of  the  shrine,  which  con- 
tains the  superb  monuments  of  Mar- 
garet, the  founder  of  the  church,  of 
her  mother>in-law,  Margaret  de  Bour- 
bon (wife  of  Philip  II.  prince  of 
Savoy),  who  made  the  vow,  which  her 
daugbter  accomplished,  of  building 
this  church ;  and  in  the  centre  that  of 
her  husbandj  Philibert  le  Beau,  which 
is  the  finest  of  all.  Tlie  prince  is  re- 
presented above  as  dead,  and  below 
as  dying.  These  tombs,  all  of  white 
marble,  are  the  work  of  an  artist  of 
Dijon  named  Colombon.  The  carv. 
ing  and  decoration  of  the  rood  screen, 
the  wood-work  of  the  choir,  and  the 
altar-piece  delicately  sculptured  out  of 
alaliaster,  all  deserve  minute  attention. 
The  sun-dial  in  front  of  the' portal, 
originally  made  in  the  16th  century, 
was  reconstructed  by  the  celebrated 
astronomer  Joseph  de  Lalande,  who 
was  born  at  Bourg,  17S2. 

The  district  of  La  Bresse  is  famed 
for  its  poultry,  honey,  &c. 

10  St.  Etienne  du  Bois. 

Coligny,  a  little  beyond  this  relay, 
is  the  cradle  of  the  illustrious  family 
which  sent  forth  the  leader  of  the 
Protestants,  the  Admiral  Coligny. 
He  was  bom  at  Chatillon^sur-Loing. 
•  18  St.  Amours. 
■   19  Beaufort 

15  Lons-le-SKulnier  (/n/t,  Cha- 
peau  Rouge)  is  situated  in  a  basin 
nearly  surrounded  by  the  mountains 
of  the  Jura,  whose  lower  slopes  are 
covered  vj'ith  vines.  It  is  chef  lieu  of 
the  Department  of-the  Jura,  and  a 


flourisliing  town  of  nearijr    8000  in- 
habitants. 

At  one  end  of  the  town  is  the  brtBC 
spring,  or  well,  60  fl.  deep,  supplyii^ 
the  salt  works.  Salines,   (wlience  the 
town  received  its  ancient  name,  Jjedo 
Salinarius),    situated    about    a    mile 
from  the  town,  including   ^ast  eva- 
porating bouses  for  sparing   fuel,  by 
strengthening  the  brine  before  it  is 
boiled. 

Above  tlie  salt  well  rise  the  ruins 
of  the  Castle  MofUmoroi. 

This  is  the  birth-place  of  the  re- 
volutionary general  Lecourbe. 

15  Mantry. 

14  Poligiiy,  on  the  higli^road  from 
Dijon  to  Geneva,  R.  148. 

9  Arbois.  A  good  sparkling  wine 
is  grown  here.  It  is  the  native  place 
of  General  Pichegru. 

9  Mouchard. 

17  Quingey,  in  the  Department  of 
the  Doubs. 
12  Larnod. 

10  Besangon. — Inn,  H.  National  ; 
very  good  and  cheap. — F.  P. 

This  ancient  and  interesting   city, 
and  first-rate  fortress,  originally  capi- 
tal of  Franche  Comt^,  and  a  free  city 
of  the  empire,  now  chef  lieu  of  the 
Department  of  the  Doubs,  is  seated 
on  the  Doubs,  which  divides  it  into 
2  parts,    and   nearly   surrounds  the 
ville  haute,  the  larger  and  older  por- 
tion.    Its  population  is  not  less  than 
30,0(10.     It  is  defended  by  a  Citadel, 
built  by  Vauban,  on  an  inaccessible 
rock,  occupying  the  isthmus  of  the 
peninsula  on  which  the  town  stands, 
and  by  several  detached  forts.    There 
is  a  fine  view  from  the  citadel. 

Besan^on  was  the  ancient  Vesor^ 
mentioned  by  C«sar,  and  his  descrip- 
tion of  it  is  so  exact  that  no  other 
wilt  better pourtray  its  position.  He 
tells  us  that  it  was  the  ha^est  town  of 
the  Sequani,  and  so  strong  by  natureaa 
to  form  an  excellent  basis  for  a  cam- 
paign, because  nearly  surrounded  by 
the  river  Dubis  (Doubs),  making  a 
curve  like  a  horse-shoe  about  it,  ex- 
cept for  the  space  of  abattt  600  ft., 
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occupied  by  an  eminence  washed  by 
the  river  on  either  side.    A  wall  which 
surrounds  this  height  converts  it  into 
a  citadel,  and  unites  it  with  the  town. 
**  Oppidum  maximum  Sequanonim; 
natura  loci  sic  muniebatur  ut  mag- 
num ad  ducendum  bellum  daret  fa- 
cultatem  :    propterea    quod     flumen 
3Dubis    ut     circino     circumductum, 
pene    totum   oppidum  cingit:    reli- 
quum  spatium  quod  non  est  amplius 
pedum  DC  qu^  flumen  intermittit^ 
mens  continet  rnagn^  altitudine,  itaut 
radioes  roontis  ejus  ex  utraque  parte 
ripae    fluminis    contingant."  —  L.  i. 
It  is  interesting  to  find  the  classical 
description  backed  as  it  were  by  still 
existing  remains  of  the  Roman  city, 
which  are  both  numerous  and  curious, 
consisting,  not  only  of  inscriptions, 
mosaics,  pillars,  and  other  fragments, 
but  of  buildings,  the  chief  and  oldest 
of  which  is  a  Triumphal  Arch,   still 
tolerably  perfect,    ornamented    with 
niches,  statues,  and  reliefs,  called  Porte 
Noire. 

The  old  and  narrow  bridge  over 
the  Doubs  is  said  also  to  rest  on 
Roman  foundations. 

The  porte  Taillee  is  an  ancient 
gateway  of  solid  masonry,  constructed 
in  a  cleft  of  the  rock,  which  was  cut 
through  by  the  Romans  to  give  pas- 
sage to  an  aqueduct,  constructed  by 
them,  to  convey  water  to  the  city  from 
the  village  Arcier,  7  m.  distant,  con- 
siderable fragments  of  which  are  still 
visible  along  the  road  leading  to  that 
village  from  the  porte  Rivotte.  Out- 
side the  walls  are  the  remains  of  an 
Amphitheatre.  . 

The  extensive  promenade  of  Cha- 
marst  traversed  by  two  branches  of 
the  Doubs,  is  said  to  occupy  the  site, 
as  well  as  retain  in  part  the  name  of 
the  Roman  "  Campus  Martius.*' 

Cat/iedral of  St,  Jean  has  a  fine  Go- 
thic nave. 

The  other  churches  are  compara- 


tively modern.  The  Palais  dc  Justice 
was  built  1749  to  receive  the  court 
of  the  parliament  of  the  province,  re- 
moved hither  from  Dole  by  Louis 
XIV. 

The  Cardinal  Grandvelle,  the  able 
minister  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V. 
and  of  Philip  II.,  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, himself  a  native  of  Franche 
Comtd,  born  at  Ornans,  spent  many 
years  here,  when  disgraced  through  the 
intrigues  of  his  enemies,  occupying 
himself  with  literary  pursuits.  He 
contributed  to  the  enlargement  of  the 
College  founded  by  his  father,  and 
he  built  the  Palais  GrandwUet  in  the 
style  of  the  Renussance,  uniting 
(like  the  schools  at  Oxford)  the 
various  orders  of  architecture,  one 
above  another. 

The  Hopital  St.  Jacques  is  an  ex- 
tensive edifice,  containing  500  beds. 

In  tfie  Mus4et  partly  the  bequest  of 
a  native  named  Paris,  are  assembled 
objects  of  art  and  antiquity  of  various 
degrees  of  interest. 

WcOchmakingf  introduced  from 
Switzerland  about  40  years  ago,  is 
the  most  important  manufacture  here, 
employing  £{000  persons,  who  work 
at  home  for  large  houses. 

Besan9on  stands  on  the  important 
line  of  inland  navigation,  formed  to 
connect  the  Rhine  with  the  Rhone, 
partly  by  making  the  Doubs  naviga- 
ble: it  was  originally  called  Canal  du 
Monsieur,  now  Canal  du  Rhone  et 
Rhin, 

History.  In  the  vicinity  of  this 
city  Csesar  defeated  Ariovistus.  Be- 
san9on  was  taken  by  Louis  XIV.  in 
person  1660,  and  the  possession  of 
it  was  confirmed  to  France  at  the 
peace  of  Nimeguen.  It  was  fruit- 
lessly besieged  by  the  Allies  in  1814. 

Conveyances,  MaUeposte  daily  to 
Paris  by  Dole  and  Dijon. 

Diligences  daily  to  Paris ;  to  Stras- 
burg ;  to  Lyons. 
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162  Paris  to  Muhlhauaen  and 
Bale,  by  Troyes,  Bar^tur^ 
Avbey  Chaumontf  Lan^res, 
and  Fe$oul,  and  the  Baths 
of  Bourbonne-les- Beans       ,   534 

164  Paris  to  Strasbitrff,  by  SS- 
xaame,  Bar-le-DuCf  and 
Nancy  or  Luneville  ,  537 

166  Paris  to  the  Baths  of  P/<mu 
Ifi^ret,  by  lAgny,  Domremy, 
and  £pinal        .  .         .  546 

168  The  Vbsges  Mountains, -^ 
Strasburg  to  Epinal,  by 
Mutdg  and  St,  Diey.  — Ex- 
cursion to  the  Ban  de  la 
Bocke       ....  548 

170  Stiasburg  to  Bale Raii«- 
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aoAD  by  SchleUadt,  Colmar, 

and  Muhlhausen 
171   Strasburg  to  Besan^n,  by 

Colmar,  Thann,  Beifort,  and 

MonthelHard  •  • 

175  Paris  to  Metz  and  F<»rbachj 

by  MeauXf   Chdteau    Tliier' 

rtf,    Epemayf    Chdions-sur" 

Mamcy  and  Verdun     . 
178   Paris  to  Meziires  and  Sedan, 

by  Soissons  and  Rheims 

1 80  Rheims  to  Luxembourg,  by 
Stenay  and  Longwy  . 

181  Nancy  to  Treves,  by  Meta 
and  Thionville. — Descent  of 
the  Moselle 

18  2  Meta  to  Luxembourg,  or 
Arlon,  by  Longwy    . 
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ROUTE  1G2. 

FAKIS  TO  MUHLHAUSEN  AND  BALE,  BT 
TaOTKS,  BAR-SUR-AUBE,  CHAUMONT, 
LANORES,  AND  VESOUL,  AND  THE 
BATHS  OF  BOURBONNE-LES-BAINS. 

To  Troyes,  158  kilom.  =  97f  Eng. 
m.     Malleposte,  12  hours. 

Troyes  to  Bale,  329  kilom.  =  204 
Eng.  m. 

The  road  is  the  same  as  R.  144.,  as 
far  as 

158  Troyes,  seep.  514. 

A  malleposte  runs  dally  hence  to 
Belfort  and  Muhlhausen,  in  24  hours. 

Diligences  daily. 

The  road  ascends  the  valley  of  the 
Barse,  traversing  the  theatre  of  its 
memorable  campaign  of  1814.  The 
bridge  of  La  Guilottiere  over  the 
Barse  was  stormed  and  carried  by  the 
Bavarians,  March  4,  after  a  stout  re- 
sistauce  from  the  French.      Lusigny, 


a  little  farther  on,  was  the  scene  of  a 
conference,  followed  by  an  armistice, 
Feb.  24. 

19  Monti^raraey. 

13  Vandeuvre. 

The  Barse  rises  at  the  very  foot  of 
the  old  castle,  built,  it  is  supposed,  in 
the  13th  century. 

A  ridge  of  high  land  is  now  sur- 
mounted, and  the  road  descends  into 
the  valley  of  the  Aube,  whence  the 
Dcpt.  gets  its  name. 

That  river  is  crossed,  and  the  road 
carried  up  its  rt.  bank,  as  far  as 

21  Bar-sur-  Aube.  — 7nn,  La  Poste. 

Bar  is  a  town  of  3890  inhabitants, 
at  the  foot  of  Mont  St.  Germaine, 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Aube,  here 
crossed  by  a  stone  bridge,  upon  which 
a  chapel  was  erected  to  mark  the  spot 
where  Charles VI L  caused  the  Bastard 
de  Bourbon,  who  had  revolted  against 
him,  to  be  broken  on  the  wheel,  and 
his  body  sewn  up  in  a  sack  and  cast 
into  the  river,  1440. 
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There  are  two  churches  here:  SL 
IHerre  is  very  ancient,  and  its  pave- 
ment sunk  considerably  below  the 
level  of  the  ground  ;  and  St,  Maclou, 
which  has  a  curious  altar-piece  of 
wood,  carved  and  gilt. 

An  important  and  hard-contested 
action  was  fought  he  re,  Feb.  27, 1814, 
when  the  Allies,  under  Schwarzen- 
burg,  retreating  before  the  French 
general  Oudinot,  turned  round  and 
made  a  stand,  the  result  of  which  was 
that  the  French  were  obliged  to  retire 
across  the  river,  having  lost  3000  men, 
the  Allies  2000.  Schwarzenburg  and 
Witgenstein  were  both  wounded  here. 
On  the  preceding  25th  February,  a 
conference  of  the  ministers  of  the 
allied  sovereigns  was  held  here,  in 
which  the  firmness  of  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  in  refusing  the  English  sub- 
sidies to  Bernadotte,  who  was  hanging 
on  the  French  frontier  unwilling  to 
take  a  part  in  the  invasion  of  France, 
unless  he  detached  2  corps  of  his  army 
in  support  of  Blucher,  contributed  in 
no  slight  degree  to  decide  the  waver- 
ing policy  of  the  Allies,  and  to  bring 
the  war  to  an  end.  These  reinforce- 
ments, thus  extorted  from  the  Swedish 
army,  enabled  the  Allies  to  fight  the 
battle  of  Laon,  and  put  a  stop  to 
Napoleon's  successful  efforts  to  arrest 
the  march  of  the  Allies  on  Paris. 

At  Brienne  le  Chateau,  19  m.  lower 
down  the  Aube,  Napoleon  went  to 
school ;  a  poor  friendless  Corsican  boy, 
not  10  years  old,  able  to  speak  no 
language  but  Italian,  1779.  The 
military  college  which  he  attended  was 
-suppressed,  1790,  and  the  building 
sold  and  pulled  down.  At  this  spot, 
25  years  aUter,  he  attempted  the  mas- 
terly manoeuvre  of  cutting  the  army  of 
Silesia  in  two,  by  marching  suddenly 
from  Chalons  and  interposing  bis 
forces  between  Blucher  and  Schwar- 
zenburg, so  as  to  prevent  their  junc- 
tion. 

The  town  is  named  after  its  hand- 
some chateau,  built  by  Louis  de 
Lomenie,  last  Comte  de  Brienne,  with 
the  fortune  obtained  by  his  marriage 


with  the  daughter  of  a  fermier  gene- 
ral. It  was  the  head  quarters  of 
Blucher  during  the  memorable  en-. 
gagement  of  Jan.  29;  1814,  alluded 
to  above.  After  resisting  the  assaults 
and  bombardments  of  the  French 
during  the  whole  day,  by  which  the 
town  had  been  set  on  fire,  and  nearly  de- 
stroyed, the  Prussian  commander  was 
very  nearly  surprised  and  made  pri- 
soner by  a  party  of  French  grenadiers, 
who  burst  into  the  town  at  night 
through  the  park.  He  escaped,  it  is 
said,  by  leading  his  horse  down  a 
stair.  Almost  at  the  same  spot,  and 
at  the  same  time,  the  career  of  Buona^ 
parte,  who  was  advancing  to  enter  the 
town,  was  nearly  cut  short  by  a  Cos- 
sack, one  of  a  band  who  had  dashed 
unawares  upon  the  emperor's  stafi^ 
and,  signalling  him  out  from  the  rest, 
charged  him  with  his  lance  in  rest, 
and  was  only  arrested  by  a  bullet 
from  the  pistol  of  Gourgaud,  which 
brought  the  daring  lancer  to  the 
ground,  when  so  near  to  the  emperor 
that  he  fell  at  his  feet.  Napoleon  took 
up  his  head  quarters  in  the  Chateau, 
which  he  promised  to  make  an  Im- 
perial residence  or  military  school,  to 
compensate  to  the  inhabitants  for  the 
losses  his  cannon  had  caused  them. 
But  his  promises  were  not  destined  to 
be  fulfilled.  However,  he  left  by  his 
will  a  million  of  francs  to  the  town, 
where  he  received  the  first  rudiments 
of  his  military  education. 

About  10  m.  from  Bar-sur-Aube, 
in  an  opposite  direction,  up  the  valley, 
is  (or  rather  was)  the  Abbey  of  Clait-' 
vaux,  founded  1114,  in  a  savage 
glen,  previously  known  as  the  valine 
d* Absinthe,  by  St.  Bernard,  then  only 
24  years  old.  It  is  now  converted 
into  a  very  capacious  prison,  or  Mai- 
son  Centrale  de  Detention. 

Its  noble  church,  in  which  kings 
and  princes  were  interred,  not  inferior 
to  Notre  Dame  of  Paris,  no  longer 
exists.  After  withstanding  the  storm 
of  the  Revolution,  it  was  pulled  down 
in  the  first  year  of  the  Restoration, 
without  leaving  one  stone  upon  an- 
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other,  not  even  Sc  Benkard*s  monu- 
ment, in  order  to  make  room  for  a 
prifon  yard ! 


We  quit  the  valley  of  the  Aube  on 
leaving  Bar,  and  soon  after  enter  the 
D^partement  Haute  Marne. 

15  Colombey  les  deux  Kglises. 
About  15  m.  to  the  N.  is  the  Chateau 
de  Cirey^  where  Voltaire  passed  5  years 
of  his  life  iu  a  degrading  retirement, 
in  the  company  of  the  Marquise  de 
Chatclet.  He  composed  in  this  re- 
treat Mahomet,  Merope,  L' Enfant 
Prodigue,  and  the  Discours  Philo- 
lophique  sur  T  Homme. 

8  Jusennecourt. 

In  tlie  midst  of  a  country  destitute 
of  picturesqueness,  but  abounding  iu 
iron  furnaces,  works,  forges,  &c., 
stands 

1 7  Chaumont  {Inn^Ecu  de  France?), 
chef  lieu  of  the  Dept.  Haute  Marne,  a 
dull  town  of  6S18  inhabitants,  planted 
on  a  sort  of  elevated  platform  on  the 
1.  bank  of  the  Marne,  and  retaining 
some  fragments  of  old  fortifications. 
A  square  tower  alone  remains  of  the 
CaMle  of  Haute  Feville^  which  belonged 
to  the  Comtes  de  Champagne. 

The  Treaty  of  Chaumont,  signed 
here  by  the  ministers  of  the  allied 
sovereigns,  March  1st,  1814,  stipulated 
that  in  case  Napoleon  should  refuse  to 
agree  to  tlie  reduction  of  the  territory 
of  France  to  the  limits  existing  pre- 
vious to  the  Revolution  the  four  allied 
powers,  Austria,  Russia,  Prussia,  and 
£ngland,  should  each  maintain  an 
army  of  150*001)  men  in  the  field,  and 
that  Great  Britain  should  contribute 
a  subsidy  of  5  millions  a  year  to- 
wards their  support;  it  also  provided 
for  the  reorganisation  of  the  other  states 
of  Europe. 

There  are  some  manufactures  in  the 
town,  and  it  has  a  large  trade  in  the 
aron  made  in  the  neighbouring  iron- 
works ;  iron  is  the  staple  manufacture 
of  the  Dept.  Charcoal  is  cbiefiy  em- 
ployed in  smelting  the  ore.  From 
Chaumont  a  road  strikes  off  to  Bour- 
bonne-les-  Bains. 


The  country  from  Chaumont  to 
Langres  is  such  as  one  would  iw'isli  to 
pass  in  the  dark,  so  few  attractioiis 
has  it  for  the  eye :  the  road  runs  up 
the  valley  of  the  Marne. 

17  Vesaignes. 

A  steep  ascent  leads  into 

18  Langres    {Inns;    Trois    Afar* 
chands;  exceedingly  good : — Poste  ?), 
situated  on  the  slope  of  a  hill  skirt«l 
by  the  Marne,  at  a  considerable  ele- 
vation:   8303  inhabitants.      It   is  of 
military  importance,  as  coxnnoandiog 
the  passage   from   the   basin    of  the 
Saone  into  that  of  the  Seine,  and  the 
government  has  consequently  decided 
on   making  a  fortress  of  it.      It  is 
mentioned  by  Csssar  as  capital  of  the 
Lingones,   and  its   antiquity    is    un- 
doubted.    The  Cathedral  is  its  finest 
edifice ;  it  is  built  chiefly  in  the  Ro- 
manesque style,  with  ornaments  such 
as  ram*s  heads,  borrowed  apparently 
from  classic  architecture;  some  por- 
tion, however,  is  Gothic.     The  por- 
tal, a  work   of  the    last  century,   is 
quite    inappropriate,   and  the  choir- 
screen,  resembling  an  arch  of  triumph, 
built  1555,  is  not  much  better.      St» 
DicUer,  the  oldest  church,  is  degraded 
into  a  receptacle  for  fire-engines. 

The  only  vestige  of  a  Roman  build- 
ing is  an  arch  built  into  the  town  wait 

Diderot  was  born  at  Langres :  he 
was  the  son  of  a  cutler. 

Langres  is  a  sort  of  French  Shef- 
field, and  produces  the  best  fine  cut^ 
lery. 

About  30  m.  N.  E.  of  Langres  lies 
tbe  watering-place  Bourbonne'Ut- 
Bains f  (Inns:  H.  du  Commerce:— 
Vosges :  — Tete  du  Bceuf),  resorted  to 
on  account  of  its  saline  hot  springs, 
which  have  a  temperature  of  131® 
Fahr.,  and  are  efficacious  in  rheuma- 
tism, scrofula,  and  paralysis.  The 
bathing  establishment  contains  about 
50  baths,  and  there  is  accommodation 
for  more  than  1000  visitors.  .  The 
number  usually  exceeds  800,  exclusive 
of  military,  who  are  received  in  a 
government  hospital. 

The  situation  is  elevated,  tlie  climate 
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rainy,  and  the  resources  are  said  to  be 
few. 

13  GriiTonotes. 

11  Fayl  Billot.  —  Inn,  Lion 
d*Or?  2411  inhabitants. 

From  the  heights  surmounted  by 
the  road,  views  are  obtained  of  the 
Vosges  mountains. 

13  Cintrey  (Dept.  Haute  Saone). 

12  Combeau  Fontaine. 

12  Port.sur-Sa6ne,  2067  inhabit- 
ants,  is  situated  on  the  Saone,  here 
crossed  by  a  bridge,  over  which  our 
road  is  carried.  The  Romans 
called  it  Portus  Abucinus.  The 
jSaone  becomes  navigable  at  Gray, 
30  m.  lower  down ;  but  a  canal  has 
been  undertaken  to  extend  the  water 
way  up  to  this  point.  It  is  a  hilly 
country. 

Vesoul.  —  Inns :  Cigogne :  —  Ma- 
deleine. Although  chef  lieu  of  the 
D^pt  Haute  Saone  this  is  a  dull  but 
considerable  town  of  16,738  inhabit- 
ants, possessing  absolutely  no  interest, 
but  seated  in  a  fertile  country. 

11  Calmoutier,  a  dirty  village. 

A  tolerably  level  road  through  a 
country  diversified  with  woodland  of 
oak,  birch,  and  hazels. 

18  Lure  (Inn:  H.  de  France; 
clean)  a  town  of  3058  inhabitants,  in 
the  midst  of  a  marshy  plain. 

The  road  reaches  the  hills  at 

19  Champagney,  near  which  there 
are  coal  mines  employing  many  hands. 

The  D6pt.  of  the  Haut  Rhin  is 
entered  at  Essort,   a  little   short   of 

12  i9«/^r^,.described  in  Route  171. 
Here  the  road  to  Muhlhausen  turns 

off  on  the  1.  (R.  171.)  The  distance 
hence  is  18  kilom.  The  road  lies 
through  a  hilly  country,  passing  the 
iron  mines  of  Pcrouse ;  and  from  the 
high  hill,  surmounted  on  quitting 

15  Chavannes,  commands  a  fine 
view  of  the  Swiss  mountains.  Here 
the  Canal  du  Rhone  et  Rhin  is 
crossed.  (  See  p.  546. ) 

20  Altkirch  is  a  manufacturing 
town  of  3028  inhabitants,  and  a  place 
of  some  antiquity.  Its  old  castlcj  in 
ruins,  was  occupied  by  the  archdukes 


of  Austria  when  they  visited  Alsace. 
It  is  seated  on  the  III. 

15  Lochwiirth. 

1 3  St.  Louis,  the  \&t  French  town. 

A  little  to  the  1.  of  the  road  lies 
HuniTigenf  once  an  important  fortress, 
built  by  Vauban  for  Louis  XIV., 
1681,  close  to  the  1.  bank  of  the  Rhine 
and  to  the  Swiss  frontier,  but  now  a 
heap  of  ruins,  having  been  captured  by 
the  Austrians  in  1815,  and  blown  up 
pursuant  to  treaty. 

4  Bale,  in  the  Swiss  Hako-book, 
p.  1. 


ROUTE  164. 

PARIS  TO  STRASBURG,  BT  SSZAKNE, 
BAR-LE'DUC,  AND  NANC7,  AND  BY 
LUNEVILLB. 

454  kilom.  «  281j  Eng.  ra. 

Malleposte  (3  places)  daily  in  36 
hours. 

Diligences  daily  in  60  hours.  In 
1842  there  were  2  which  made  the 
journey  in  48  hours.  N.B.  The 
diligence  which  goes  by  Metz  is  10 
hours  longer  on  the  road. 

For  those  who  travel  post  the  jour- 
ney may  be  divided  into  3  days 
from  Paris,  thus,  1st  night,  Vitry;  2nd, 
Luneville ;  3d,  Strasburg ;  and  re- 
turning, 1st,  Nancy,  2nd,  S^nne,  3rd, 
Paris.  Or,  more  leisurely*  starting 
from  Strasburg, 

1st  day,  Luneville,  12  hours. 

2nd  day,  Toul ,  5  hours,  exclusive 
of  the  time  spent  in  seeing  Nancy. 

Srd,  Vitry-le-Fran9ais,    10  hours. 

4th,  Coulommicrs,  10  hours. 

5th,  Paris,  7  hours. 

The  Inns  on  this  road  generally 
speaking  are  dirty  and  bad,  except 
that  at  Nancy. 

A  new  post-road  has  been  opened 
from  Paris  to  S^zanne^  which  saves 
6  kilometres,  by 

14  Champigny. 

14  Ozouer  la  Ferriere. 

17  Fontenay. 

17  Vauday. 
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17  Comrtaroti. 
15  Courgtvaux. 

1 8  SSzanne, 

The  other  rokd,  on  quitting  the  for- 
tiftcationt  of  Paris,  leaves  on  the  rt. 
the  Bois  de  Vincenne«,  described  in 
6alignani*8  Paris  Guide,  and  ascends 
the  valley  of  the  Mame,  by 

15*  Neuilly-8ur>Mame  (Seine  et 
Oiie>,to 

14  Pomponne,   (Seine  et  Marne). 

15  Couilly  and  Creci  are  almost 
one  town,  separated  only  by  the  river. 

'<Tbe  village  La  Chapelle  has  a 
beautiful  old  church,  and  a  ci-devant 
ch&teau." —  /. 

90  Coulommiers  (/nn,  L*Ours; 
tolerable),  is  an  unimportant  town  of 
3S7S  inhabitants,  in  the  pretty  valley 
of  the  Morin,  which  turns  several 
mills. 

18  La  Fert^  Gaucher,  also  on  the 
Morin,  studded  with  paper  mills  near 
this. 

22  Retourneloup. 

IS  S^anne,  {Inn,  H.de  France; 
very  decent)  ( Dept.  de  la  Mame), 
a  town  of  4016  inhab.  The  church 
is  curious  ;  it  is  pewed,  and  contains 
some  painted  glass.  The  Boulevards 
are  good.  Suzanne  was  taken  and 
burnt  by  the  Earl  of  Salisbury,  1423. 

About  15  m.  N.  W.  of  this  is 
Montmirail,  the  scene  of  one  of  the 
most  decisive  of  Napoleon's  victories 
during  his  so-called  "expedition  of 
the  Mame,*'  when  his  arms  were  3 
times  successful  in  the  course  of  5 
days,  (February  9 — 14,  1814,) 
beating  Blucher,  and  taking  7000 
Prussian  prisoners,  besides  cannon 
and  standards. 

Montrairail  was  the  birth-place  of 
the  Cardinal  de  Retz,  1614. 

"  The  solitariness  of  the  road  from 
Suzanne  to  Vitry  is  most  striking  and 
unusual  to  one  fresh  from  well- peo- 
pled England.  It  crosses  a  vast,  up- 
land,  arable  plain,  whose  entire  popu- 
lation must  exist  in  towns  and  villages 

kirom*^*^*°*  8  kilom.  de  faveur,  charged  23 


widely  sepamted  from  one  aviotbef, 
since  there  are  no  hamlets  or  sin^ 
cottages  :  the  consequence  of  ^whicfa 
must  be  a  loss  of  time  and  labour  to 
every  cultivator,  who  must  go  3^-4 
miles,  or  perhaps  more,  to  axid  from 
his  labour  field  every  morning  and 
evening.** —  /. 

21    F^re  Charapenoise. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  1814,  this 
town   of  2049  inhabitants  witnessed 
the   decisive  defeat  of   the    Frendi, 
under  Marmont  and  Mortier,  hy  the 
allied  army,  vastly  superior  to  them 
in    nurab^    though,   consisting    of 
20,000  cavalry   and    artillery  akme 
Nearly  at  the  same  time,  and  only  a 
short   distance   off,    another    Wrtadt 
corps,  conveying  guns  and  bread,  was 
surrounded  by  Russian  and  Prossias 
cavalry,  and  having,  in  spite  of  the 
superiority    of   number    opposed  to 
them,   bravely  refused    to  yield,  was 
cut  to  pieces.    3000  French  fell  bere, 
many  of  them  National  Gtiaitis.     By 
this   victory  Paris  was  laid   open  to 
the  Allies ;  7000  prisoners,  80  guns, 
200  baggage  waggons,  fell  into  their 
hands.      It  is  said  not  a  musket  was 
fired  on  their  side,  the  day  having 
been    decided    by   charges,    by    the 
sabre,  and  by  artillery. 

16  Sommesous,  a  hamlet  made  ap- 
parently by  the  passage  of  the  new 
road. 

14  Coole.  «  A  new  hamlet,  smaller 
than  Sommesous.  Between  Coole  and 
Vitry  not  one  house  occurs :  it  is  one 
immense  open  plain,  without  a  tree 
or  a  village  in  sight.*' —  /. 

14  Vitry-le-Fran9ais  (^Inn,  La 
Cloche ;  landlady  English),  is  a 
town  of  modern  origin,  on  the  Mame 
(Matrona),  which  is  here  navigable, 
builtl545  by  Francis  I.,  and  fortified, 
to  supply  the  place  of  Vitry-le-Brul^ 
2  m.  off,  which  had  been  taken  and 
destroyed  by  Charles  V.   6976  inhab. 

16  Longchamp. 

At  the  point  where  the  Mame  first 
becomes  navigable  stands 

12  St.    Dizier    {Inny    Soleil ;  to. 
lerable),    a    very    long      and    very 
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-tt'arrow  town,  with  6197  inhabitants, 
of    a   moclern    aspect,    having  been 
almost    entirely  burnt   down    1775 
through  the  carelessness  of  a  baker. 
"Title  Church,  at  theN.  end,  has  a  pretty 
and  singular  variety  of  Gothic  win- 
dows.   A  portion  remains  of  the  old 
Castle,  which  must   have    witnessed 
the  siege  of  the  place  in  1544  by  the 
Spanish  army  of  Charles  V.,  com- 
manded by  Ferdinand   de  Gonzaga, 
assisted  by  Maurice  of  Saxony,  Al- 
bert of  Brandenburg,  and  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  (killed  at  a  spot  marked 
by  a  cross,)  who  served  under  him. 
The  town,  commanded  by  the  Comte 
de    Sancerre    and  the    Seigneur    de 
Lialande,  resisted  for  a  month ;  and, 
by  thus  delaying  the  march  of  the 
Spaniards  on  Paris,  enabled  Francis  I. 
to  collect  his  forces  to  oppose  them. 
The  produce  of  the  forges  and  forests 
of  the  Dept  of  the  Haute  Marne, 
which  is  more  abundantly  supplied 
with  wood  and  iron  than  almost  any 
other  in  France,  is  embarked  here  on 
the  river. 

About  14  m.  S.  £.  of  St  Dizier  is 
Joinville,  (Inn,  Soleil  d'Or,)  an  inter- 
esting town,  prettily  situated  on  the 
Marne,  surrounded  by  vineyards. 
The  ancient  and  noble  castle  of  the 
Princes  de  Joinville,  the  cradle  of  the 
Dues  de  Guise,  in  which  the  famous 
"  Ligue  du  Bien  Pubh'que**  was  signed, 
1585,  was  sold,  in  order  to  be  pulled 
down,  by  Philippe  Egalit^,  Due 
d*Orleans,  1790,  and  no  vestiges  of 
it  exist.  The  building  called  Petit 
ChSiieau  was  a  country  seat  of  the 
Due  de  Guise,  the  owner  of  the  town. 
The  domain  was  created  a  principality 
by  Henri  II.,  in  behalf  of  Francois 
Due  de  Guise,  who  was  assassinated 
by  Poltrot.  The  Sire  de  Joinville, 
the  faithful  servant  and  biographer  of 
St.  Louis,  was  born  here.  There  are 
many  iron  works  on  the  borders  of 
the  river,  the  supply  of  ore  being  very 
abundant. 

12  Sandrupt     ( D^partement  de  la 
Meuse). 

12  Bar-le-Duc.  —  Inn,  Le  Cygne. 


This  town,  the  chef  lieu  of  the  De- 
partment of  La  Meuse,  has  12,496  in- 
habitants, and  stands  on  the  Omain. 
It  was  for  several  centuries  tlie  seat 
of  the  line  of  Dukes  of  Bar,  whose 
castle  is  destroyed  all  but  a  small 
fragment. 

In  the  church  of  Si,  Pierre,  in  the 
upper  town,  is  the  monument  of 
Reh^  de  Chalons,  Prince  of  Grange^ 
who  was  killed  before  the  walls  of  SC 
Dizier  (p.  534.).  It  bears  an  ema- 
ciated effigy  or  skeleton  of  white 
marble  on  a  black  altar  tomb. 

There  is  some  trade  here  in  timber, 
iron,  and  vins  de  Bar,  which  re* 
semble  champagne.  Marshal  Ou- 
dinot  and  General  Excelmans  were 
bom  here. 

Diligences  to  Chalons-sur-Mame, 
Verdun,  and  Metz. 

16  Ligny  (Inn,  Sauvage  ?)  is  a 
town  of  8,012  inhab.  It  has  pretty 
walks,  formed  in  what  was  the  park 
of  the  old  chateau. 

The  road  to  the  Baths  of  Plom- 
bieres,  by  Domremy,  turns  oflF  here. 
(See  R.  166.)- 

9  St.  Aubin. 

14  Void.  — /nn,  Aigle  Noir;  not 
recommended. 

About  24  m.  S.  of  Void,  in  the 
D^pt.  des  Vosges,  is  the  village  of 
Domremy,  the  birth-place  of  Joan 
of  Arc.     (R.  166.) 

About  16  m.  N.  of  Void  is  St. 
Mihiel  en  Lorraine,  where  De  Reta 
wrote  his  memoirs. 

In  the  stage  beyond  Void  we  cross 
the  infant  Meuse,  and  afterwards  tra- 
verse the  mountain  ridge  separating 
that  river  from  the  Moselle. 

1 1  Lay  St  Remy. 

10  Toul  {Inn,  H.  de  L*£urope>) 
is  a  fourth-rate  fortress,  irregularly 
bastioned,  seated  on  the  Moselle, 
and  containing  a  population  of  7314 
inhabitants.  It  was  not  definitively 
added  to  France  until  1552,  having 
previously  maintained  a  sort  of  ind^ 
pendence  as  a  free  city  of  the  German 
empire,  under  the  nominal  control 
of  a  long  line  of  bishops. 
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.  The  chief  edilioe  U  the  GotAie  Ot- 
thedraif  a  fine  structure,  founded  in 
the  lOtli  century.  Ito  portal  and  W. 
front  were  designed  and  raised  by 
Jacquemin  de  Commercy  (1447)» 
and  are  much  admired  ;  the  facade  Is 
227  ft  high. 

The  Ch.  of  St*  Gengoull  is  said  also 
to  deserve  notice. 

The  H.  de  Ville,  a  modem  build- 
ing,  was  originally  the  Bishop's  palace. 

Toul  is  the  birth  place  of  Marshal 
Gouvion  St.  Cyr. 

1 1  Velaine. 

1 1  Nancy.  —  Inn,  H.  de  France  ; 
very  good  ;  the  best  on  the  road. 

Nancy,  formerly  capital  of  Lorraine, 

now  chef  lieu  of  theD6pt.de  laMeurthe, 

is  a  city  of  35,000  inliab.,  seated  on  a 

fertile  plain,  not  far  from  the  Meurthe. 

It  has  been  styled  the  prettiest  town 

in  France,  and  it  has  perhaps  some 

claim  to  the  epithet  from  the  regularity 

and  uniformity  of  its  buildings  and 

breadth  of  its  streets.     '*  Bordeaux  is 

far  more  magnificent;    Rouen    and 

Nantes  are  more  lively  ;  but  there  is 

more  equality  in  Nancy :  it  is  almost 

all  good,  and  the  public  buildings  are 

numerous.  Tlie  PlaceRoycde  is  su pcrb. " 

It  is  surroiinJed  by  6  or  7  fine  public 

buildings,  including  the  H.  dc  Ville 

and  theatre,  and  ornamented  with  a 

statue     of    Stanislas  Lesczynski,    ex- 

king  of  Poland,  to  whom  Nancy  is 

indebted   for  its  modern  aspect  and 

architectural  embellishments.     After 

abdicating  the  throne  of  Poland  ( 1 735), 

he  resided  here  many  years  as  Duke 

of  Lorraine  and  Bar  until  his  death 

(1766),  when  these  domains  fell  to  the 

crown  of  France.     The  Place  Royale 

communicates  by  a  triumphal  arch, 

also  erected  by    Stanislas,  with    the 

Place  Carriere,  which  is  prolonged 

into  the  Coursd' Orleans,  terminating 

in  the  gateway  called  Porte  Neuve, 

erected  1785  to  celebrate  the  birth  of 

the  Dauphin,  the  victories  of  France, 

and    her   alliance  with    the   United 

States. 

In    the  old    town,    whose   streets, 
except  tlie  Cours  d* Orleans  and  Place 


de  Greve,  are  irregular^  stands  a  por- 
tion of  the  old  PiUace  of  tlie  Dakes 
of  Lorraine  now  a  barrack  of  gen- 
darmerie.    The  portal  is  admired. 

The  churches  in  this  part  c^  the 
town  are  —  St.  Eporcj  from  whose 
tower  the  Burgundiaa  officers  of 
Charles  the  Bold,  to  the  number  of 
nearly  100*  were  hanged  in  revenge 
iot  the  death  of  Suffron  du  Bacliier, 
chamberlain  of  Rene  II.,  I>uke  of 
Lorraine,  whom  Charles  had  seizai 
and  put  to  death  while  besieging 
Nancy  (1477).  Under  the  tower  is 
a  6ne  portal,  and  behind  the  altar  a 
bas-relief  of  the  Last  Supper,  by 
Drouin,  a  sculptor  of  Nancy.  In  the 
Chapel  of  the  Conception  are  ancient 
frescoes,  much  injured  by  repaint- 
ing. 

The  Church  of  the  Cordeliers,  built 
I  484,  contains  the  tombs  of  several 
Dukes  of  Lorrain.   That  of  Ren^  II., 
1515,  is  a  curious  monument  of  the 
Renaissance,  ornamented  with  colour'- 
ed  statues  of  saints  and  angels,  above 
which   the    Almighty  is  introduced. 
Beside  it  is  that  of  the  Cardinal  de 
Vaudemont,  consisting  of  a  kneeling 
statue,  by  Drovin.     The   other  mo- 
numents are  those  of  Cailot,  the  artist 
and  clever  etcher,  a  native  of  Nancy ; 
of  Antoine  de   Vaudemont  and   his 
lady,   14^7;    of  Philippa   of  Guel- 
dres,  much  praised  as  a  work  of  art, 
by   the  sculptor  Ligier-Mickier,  and 
two  othe^.   From  the  nave  you  enter 
the   Chapelle  Ducale  or  Rotonde,  an 
octagonal  structure,  rich  in  marbles, 
prefaced  by  the  arms  of  Lorraine  and 
Austria,  erected  as  a  funeral  chapel 
for  the  Dukes  of  Lorraine.     The  cof- 
fins were  taken  up  at  the  Revolution, 
and  thrown  into  a  public  cemetery; 
but  in  1815  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
in    company   with    Louis    XVII L, 
having  visited  the  chapel,  then  de- 
graded and  dilapidated,  caused  it  to 
be  restored,  and  the  coffins  to  be  re- 
placed. 

The  Cathedral  is  a  modern  Italian 
edifice  in  the  new  town. 

Nancy  is  well  furnished  with  Gates 
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of  modern  Italian  architecture :  that 
of  St.  Jean  leads  out  of  tha  town  to 
the  Croix  duDuc  de  Bourgogne,  raised 
to  mark  tlie  spot  where  the  lifeless 
body  of  Charles  the  Bold  was  dis- 
covered in  a  pond,  near  what  was  then 
tbe  Marais  de  St.  Jean,  two  days 
afier  the  battle  of  1477,  when  the 
might  of  Burgundy  was  laid  prostrate 
by  hireling  Swiss  and  German  lands* 
knechts  engaged  to  support  Duke 
JElen^  of  Lorraine,  whose  domains 
Charles  had  unjustly  invaded.  He 
rushed  on  certain  destruction  with  a 
dispirited  army,  inferior  to  that  of 
his  opponents,  and  betrayed  by  his 
^Neapolitan  favourite,  Campo  Basso. 

At  the  extremity  of  the  Faubourg 
St.  Pierre  stands  the  Church  of  Bon 
Secours,  occupying  the  site  of  one 
raised  by  the  Due  Uene  to  comme- 
morate this  victory.  Having  fallen 
to  ruin,  it  was  rebuilt  1738  by  the  ex- 
king  of  Poland,  Stanislas,  and  con- 
tains the  tombst  in  white  marble,  of 
himself  and  his  queen.  He  was 
burned  to  deatli  by  his  clothes  acci- 
dentally catching  fire  as  he  sat  at  the 
fire-side.  Here  are  or  were  preserved 
several  standards  taken  from  the 
Turks  by  various  Princes  of  Lorraine 
in  1664,  1687,  and  1716. 

The  Cotton  manufacture  is  carried 
on  to  a  considerable  extent  at  Nancy,  as 
"well  as  that  of  Cloth ;  but  embroidery y 
of  the  kind  called  **  plumetis,"  upon 
cambric,  muslin,  and  jaconot^,  employs 
the  greatest  number  of  hands,  amount- 
ing in  and  about  the  town  to  20,0(X) 
or  25,000  persons,  but  only  one-third 
of  the  number  receive  constant  em- 
ployment. 

Conveyances,  Malleposte  to  Farts 
and  Strasburg  daily. 

DUigences,  ditto,  and  to  Metz;  to 
Luneville  and  Lyons  ;  to  Langres, 
Besan^on,  Colmar;  to  Chalons-sur- 
Marne,  &c. 

There  are  2  roads  from  Nancy  to 
Sarrebourg, a.  by  Luneville,  72  kilom.,- 
b.  by  Bourdonnay,  65  kilom.  On  quit- 
ting Nancy,  the  former  road  traverses 
the  faubourg  St.  Pierre^  passing  the 


Church  of  Bon  Secours,  and  crosses 
the  Meurthe  at  St.  Nicholas,  where  is 
a  very  fine  Gothic  Church,  begun  1494 
and  finished  1544  :  the  vault  of  its 
roof,  more  than  100  feet  above  the 
pavement,  is  supported  on  very  slender 
piers. 

15  Dombasle :  here  are  remains  of 
an  old  Castle. 

12  Lun6vUle  (^Inn,  Sauvage  ; 
good),  a  town  of  12,636  inhabit- 
ants,  near  the  junction  of  the  Vezouse 
with  the  Meurthe,  consists  chiefly  of 
straight  streets  and  regular  buildings, 
but  is  scarcely  otherwise  remarkable 
than  for  the  Treaty  of  Peace  signed 
here  1801  between  France  and  Aus- 
tria, by  which  the  frontier  of  the  Rhine 
was  conceded  to  France,  as  a  conse- 
quence of  the  campaign  of  Marengo. 
The  Palace  was  built  by  Leopold, 
Duke  of  Lorraine,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  last  century,  and  was  sometime 
occupied  by  the  ex- king  of  Poland^ 
Stanislas. 

This  is  one  of  the  chief  stations 
for  cavalry  in  France. 

15   B^nam^nil. 

15   Blamunt. 

1 5  Heming,  where  we  fall  into  the 
other  road 


b.  by 

14  Champenoux. 

1 7  Moyenvic,  a  town  of  1 295  inhab. 
which  formerly  possessed  salt  worksy 
abandoned  1831,  since  the  discovery 
of  a  mine  of  rock-salt  at  Dleuze, 
(3892  inhabitanU)  about  9  m.  oti; 
where  the  most  extensive  salt-work* 
in  France  have  been  established,  pro- 
ducing annually  145,000  quintals, 
supplied  chiefly  from  very  copious 
brine  springs  as  well  as  rock  salt,  and 
employing  400  men.  There  is  also  a 
considerable  manufacture  of  soda  and 
other  chemical  products. 

6  m.  N.  of  Moyenvic  is  the  town 
of  Chateau  Salins. 

«*  From  Moyenvic,  or  even  farther 
W.,  the  country  traversed  is  a  vast 
uninclosed  arable  plain,  uninhabited, 
save  in  the  towns  or  villages ;  scarcely 
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one  hamlet  or  farm-house,  hardly  a 
solitary  caharet  at  the  road  side.  **  — /. 

14  Bourdonnay. 

20  Heming. 

8  Sarrehourg  (/ran,  Le  Sauvage  : 
—  Grand  Hotel),  a  town  of  2164 
inhabitants  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Sarre,  or  Saar. 

8  Hommarting. 

'  9  Phalsbourg  (/nrt,  H.  de  la  Ville 
de  Metz)  is  one  of  Louis  XIV.*s  for- 
tresses,  planned  by  Vauban  in  the  place 
of  older  works:  it  is  of  importance 
from  its  position,  under  the  crest  of  the 
Vosges,  as  commanding  the  de61es  of 
those  mountains,  and  is  itself  built  on 
the  living  rock. 

On  the  next  stage  the  road  crosses 
the  hill  of  Saverne,  the  dorsal  ridge 
of  the  Vosges,  the  ascent  and  descent 
of  which  are  not  much  less  than 
8  miles.  The  spire  of  Strasburg  may 
be  seen  in  clear  weather  from  the 
top.  We  now  enter  the  D^pt  du 
Bas  Rhin.  The  steep  slope  is  tra- 
▼ersed  by  the  road  in  circuitous  wind- 
ings, by  which  it  is  brought  gradually 
down.  The  entrance  into  Alsace  is 
very  picturesque,  presenting  a  pleasing 
picture  of  fertility.  The  people  differ 
much  in  customs,  dress,  and  language 
from  the  French. 

9  Saverne,  (  Germ.  Zabem, )  (Inn, 
Poste),  a  town  of  5106  inhab.  on  the 
Zorn,  once  residence  of  the  Bishops 
of  Strasburg.  It  suffered  severely  in 
the  30  Years*  War ;  but  has  ceased 
to  be  fortified  since  1696. 

Near  the  town  are  the  ruined  cas- 
tles of  Greifenstein  and  Hoch  Barr. 

You  now  enter  the  level  plain  of 
Alsace,  inhabited  by  people  of  the 
German  race.  Tlie  way  to  Stras- 
burg is  described  by  A.  Young,  as 
through  one  of  the  richest  scenes  of 
soil  and  cultivation  to  be  met  with  in 
France. 

14  Wasselonne,  pop.  4192,  a  ma- 
nufacturing town,  with  numerous 
eoiton  mills. 

12  Ittenheim. 
*     The  road  now  enters  the  valley  of 
the    Rhine.       Not    one    gentleman's 


place*'  occurs   between    Botirdonnaj 

and         * 

17    SraASBURo. — Inns:      M.    de 
Paris ;  the  best  and  good ;  tabic  d*hdte 
at  I  and  5,  S  fr. ;  breakfast  1^  fr.; 
rooms  from  2  to  4  fr.      Omnlbuaes 
run  from  the  inns  to  the  steamers  on 
the   Rhine,  and  to   the   reilvray  :  — - 
Maison    Rouge    (Rothe    haus)  :  — > 
La  Fleur ;  a  new  and  large  bouse^  In 
a  centrical  situation,   near  the    dili- 
gences, and  the  cathedral ;  the  land- 
lord   speaks    English  :  —  Rebstock 
(the  Vine) ;  a  second  class   Grennan 
inn,  but  good. 

Strasburg,   capital  of  the    ancient 
province  of  Alsace  (Elzass)  Is  a  very 
strong  frontier  fortress,  with  70,298 
inhabitants,  and  a  garrison  of  6O00 
men,  even  in  time  of  peace ;  situated 
at  the  distance  of  about  1§  m.  from 
the  Rhine,  on  the  III,  which,  on   Its 
way  to  join   that    important     rivert 
intersects  the  town  in  all  directions 
by  canals.     Strasburg  is  the  Argente^ 
ratum  of  the  Romans. 

Though  it  has  now  for  a  long  time 
been  united  to  France,  and  forms  at 
present  the  chief  town  of  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Bas  Rhin,  yet  it  bears  all 
the  external  aspect  of  a  German  town 
in  the  appearance  of  the  streets  and 
houses,  and  in  the  costume  and  lan- 
guage of  its  inhabitants.  German  is 
generally  spoken  by  the  lower  orders, 
though  French  is  taught  in  the  schools. 
Louis  XIV.  got  possession  of  Stras- 
burg, which  was  an  imperial  city  of 
the  German  empire,  in  1681,  by  an 
unwarrantable  attack  during  the  time 
of  peace. 

The  principal  and  most  interesting 
building  in  the  town  is  the  Cathedral^ 
or  Miinster,  one  of  the  noblest  Gothic 
ediBces  in  Europe,  remarkable  for  its 
spire,  the  highest  in  the  world,  rising 
474   feet    above    the  pavement;   24 
feet  higher  than  the  great  Pyramid  of 
Egypt,  and  140  feet  higher  than  St. 
'PauTs.     The  artist  who  designed  this 
admirable  masterpiece  of  airy  open- 
work was  Erudn  if  Stdnhach :   bis 
plans  are  still  preserved  in  the  town. 
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He  died  in  1318,  when  the  work  was 
only  half  finished  :  it  was  continued  by 
his  son,  and  afterwards  by  his  daugh- 
ter Sabina.    The  remains  of  this  family 
of  archite<^s  are  interred  within  the 
cathedral.       The  tower,  begun  1277, 
iv^as    not    completed   till    1439,   long 
«fter  their  deaths,  and  424  years  after 
the  church  was  commenced,  by  John 
Hiiltz    of    Cologne,  who   was   sum- 
moned   to    Strasburg   for  this    end. 
Had  the  original  design  been  carried 
into  execution,  both  the  towers  would 
have  been  raised  to  the  same  height. 
A  doorway,  in  the  south  side  of  the 
truncated  tower,  leads  to  the  summit 
of  the  spire.     On  the  platform,  about 
^s  of  the  way  up,  is  a  telegraph,  and 
a  station  for  the  watchmen,  who  are 
set  to  look   out  for  fires.      One   of 
them  will  accompany  those  who  wish 
to  mount  the  upper  spire,  and  will 
unlock    the  iron   grate  which  closes 
the  passage.     There  is  no  difficulty 
or  danger  in  the  ascent  to  a  person  of 
ordinary  nerve  or  steadiness  of  head  ; 
but  the  stpne-work  of  the  steeple  is  so 
conspletely  open,  and  the  pillars  which 
support  it  are  so  wide  apart,  and  cut 
so  thin,  that  they  more  nearly  resemble 
a  collection  of  bars  of  iron  or  wood ; 
so  that  at  such  a  height  one  might 
almost  fancy  one*s  self  suspended  in 
a  cage  over  the  city ;  and,  if  the  foot 
were  to  slip,  the  body  might  possibly 
drop    through    the    open    fret-work. 
At  tlie  same  time,  the  elaborateness  of 
the  tracery,  and  the  sharpness  of  the 
angles  and  ornaments,  are  proofs  of 
the  skill  of  the  architect,  and  the  ex- 
cellent materials  he  had  chosen  ;  and 
it  is  only  by  a  close  inspection  that 
the  delicacy  of  the  workmanship  can 
be  truly  appreciated.      "Within  a  few 
feet  of  the  top,  the  winding  stair  ter- 
ttiinates,  under  a  species  of  carved  ro- 
sette.    Several  instances  are  recorded 
of  persons  who  have  either  fallen,  or 
have  thrown  themselves,  off  the  top. 
The  upper  part  of  the.  spire,  wMthin 
and  without,  is  covered  with  neatly 
carved  names,  chiefly  of  freemasons(?), 
who  have  visited  it;    among  them 


may  be  read  Stolberg,  Gothe,  Schlos- 
ser,  Herder. 

The  view  of  the  multitude  of  rusty- 
coloured  tiled  roofs  of  the  town  is  not 
very  pleasing ;  nor  is  it  the  bird's-eye 
panorama  of  the  rich  district  around, 
of  the  Rhine  and  Black  Forest  in 
Germany,  and  of  the  Vosges  Moun- 
tains on  the  side  of  France,  that  will 
reward  the  adventurous  climber ;  but 
rather  the  exploit,  the  great  elevation, 
and  the  near  view  which  it  affords  of 
the  steeple. 

Now  to  descend  to  the  body  of 
the  church.  The  exterior  of  the  west 
end  deserves  the  most  minute  examin- 
ation. 

**  The  gigantic  mass,  over  the  solid 
part  of  which  is  thrown  a  netting  of 
detached  arcades  and  pillars,  which, 
notwithstanding  their  delicacy,  from 
the  hardness  and  excellent  preserva- 
tion of  the  stone,  are  so  true  and  sharp 
as  to  look  like  a  veil  of  the  finest  cast- 
iron,  contains  a  circular  window  48 
feet  in  diameter,  and  rises  to  the 
height  of  2S0  feet ;  t.  e,  higher  than 
the  TOWBHS  of  York  Minster."  — - 
Hope*s  Architecture, 

"  The  building,'*  says  Mr.  Whewell, 
"  looks  as  though  it  were  placed  be- 
hind a  rich  open  screen,  or  in  a  case 
of  woven  stone.  The  effect  of  the 
combination  is  very  gorgeous,  but 
with  a  sacrifice  of  distinctness  from 
the  multiplicity  and  intersections  of 
the  lines.**  The  triple  portal  in  the 
W.  front  deserves  minute  examina- 
tion, on  account  of  its  sculptures, 
statues,  and  bas-reliefs ;  as  does  also 
the  porch  on  the  S.  side,  executed  by 
SahinUf  the  daughter  of  Erwin.  Al* 
though  the  greater  portion  of  these 
carvings  are  modern,  the  originals 
having  been  destroyed  by  the  demo- 
crats of  the  Revolution,  who  melted 
down  the  great  doors  of  brass  into 
sous-pieces,  yet  they  have  been  re- 
stored with  a  perfect  exactness,  with 
great  truth  of  sentiment,  and  good 
taste,  by  MM.  Kirstein  et  Haumack. 
The  group  of  the  Death  of  the  Virgin 
is  executed  in  a  masterly  manner. 
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The  nave  was  begun  in  1015,  and  ■ 
finished  in  1275.  The  choir,  Ikr  in.  | 
ferior  to  it  in  «te  and  proportion,  is  ; 
part  of  an  older  building,  attrilmted 
to  the  time  of  Charlemagne.  The 
most  remarkable  things  in  the  interior 
are  the  vast  and  beautiful  marigold 
window,  the  rich  painted  glass,  ex- 
ecuted partly  in  1348,  partly  in  the 
15th  century,  the  pulpit  of  carved 
stone  (date  1487),  and  the  famous 
clockf  in  the  south  transept,  made  in 
1571,  which,  after  standing  still  for 
more  than  50  years,  has  at  length 
been  repaired  by  a  watchmaker  of 
Strasburg.  At  12,  all  its  clockwork, 
puppets,  and  images  are  set  in  mo- 
tion. The  part  of  the  church 
where  it  is  now  placed  is  supported 
by  a  beautiful  single  pillar,  orna> 
mentedwith  statues:  above  tlie  Gothic 
border,  which  runs  along  the  wall, 
appears  a  figure  of  the  architect  of 
the  minster,  £rwin  of  Steinbach, 
carved  by  himself:  he  is  interred 
liere ;  and  in  1835  the  tombstone 
was  discovered  in  the  little  court 
behind  the  chapel  of  St.  John.  A 
statue  of  him  has  lately  been  erected 
in  the  porch  on  the  S.  side  of  the 
nave. 

The  Guild  of  Freemasons  has  ex> 
isted  at  Strasburg  since  the  foundation 
of  the  minster,  and  is  the  parent  of 
the  lodges  throughout  Germany. 

Two  ancient  Gothic  houses  near  the 
Palais  have  been  lately  repaired,  and 
deserve  notice. 

The  Church  of  St.  Thomas,  appro- 
priated to  the  use  of  a  Protestant 
congregation,  contains  the  Monument 
of  Marshal  Saxe,  erected  to  his  me- 
mory by  Louis  XV.,  the  masterpiece 
of  the  sculptor  Pigalle,  and  the  re- 
sult of  25  years*  labour.  It  represents 
the  General  descending  with  a  calm 
mien  to  the  grave,  while  France,  per- 
sonified  in  a  beautiful  female  figure, 
endekvours  to  detain  him,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  stay  the  threatening  ad- 
vance of  death.  It  is  looked  upon  as 
a  very  successful  effort  of  the  chisel : 
though  somewhat  tUeatiical,  there  is 


a  tenderness  of  expression  about  tiie 
female  figure  which  is  truly  chaniK 
ing.    This  monument  was  saved  from 
destruction  at  the   Revoluiioti    by  a 
citizen  of  Strasburg,  named  MangdU 
schott,  who  covered  it  over  with  bay 
and  straw.     SchopAin,  imd  a  brotber 
of  the  pastor  Oberlin,  are  buried  in 
this  church ;  and  there  are  one  or  two 
other  small  monuments.  Two  bodies, 
said  to  be  of  a   Count   of   NassMt 
Saarwerden  and  his  daughter,     are 
shown,  on  account  of  the  wonderfully 
perfect  state  in  which  flesh  and  clothes 
have  been  preserved  after  the  lapse  oi 
more  than  a  century.    This  is  truly  a 
disgusting  spectacle. 

Some  curious  portions  of  a  *<  I>ance 
of  Death"  were  discovered  in  1823, 
painted  on  the  walls  of  the  new 
Church. 

The  Mairie,  in  tlie  Brandgasse, 
contains  a  museum  of  bad  or  second- 
rate  pictures. 

The  Academie  Royale,  originally  a. 
Protestant     school,    founded    1538, 
raised  to  the  dignity  of  an  Univeratj 
in  162 J,  but  suppressed  at  the  Revo* 
lution,  has  produced  several  remark- 
able scholars,  as  Schopflin,  Oberlin, 
Schweighauser,  &c. :  here  also  Gothe 
completed  his  studies,  and  took  his 
degree    of  Doctor   in    Laws,    1772. 
His  residence  at  Strasburg  is  admir- 
ably described  in  his  autobiography. 
The   Academy  possesses  a  Mttseum 
of  Natural  History,  which  ranks  far 
higher  than  the  common  average  of 
provincial    collections.       It    is   very 
complete  in  the  productions  of  Al- 
sace, and  especially  in  the  fossils  of 
the  gres  bigarr^ ;  and  there  is  a  large 
series  of  the  fossil  plants  discovered  at 
SulZ'les- Bains  and  Muhlhausen.  The 
botanical  collection  contains  the  sec- 
tion of  the  trunk  of  a  silver  fir,  from 
the  Hochwald,  near  Barr ;  its  diame- 
ter was  8  feet  close  to  the  ground,  its 
height  150  feet.       There  are  many 
other  specimens  of  woods,  preserved 
in   such   a   manner  as   not  only  to 
interest  the  botanist,  but  to  be  useful 
to  the  practical  man,  to  the  carpenter 
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and  the  like,  by  showing  the  texture 
and  quality  of  the  timber. 

The  Public  lAhrary^  near  the  new 
Church,  boasts  of  many  literary  curi- 
osities :  the  principal  are,  the  '*  Lands- 
berg  Missal,*'  or'*  Hortus  Deliciaruni," 
of  Herrade,  Abbess  of  Hohenberg, 
richly  and  copiously  decorated  with  il- 
luminations and  miniatures  in  the  early 
Syzantine  style,  executed  in  11  SO; 
many  early-printed  books ;  Cicero, 
printed  by  Faust,  1465  ;  a  Bible, 
printed  at  Strasburg,  1466,  by  £gges> 
tein  ;  Mentelin*s  Bible,  printed  here 
in  the  same  year. 

Here  also  is  deposited  a  collection 
of  antiquities,  chiefly  Roman,  and 
found  in  Alsace;  also  some  monu- 
ments of  the  middle  ages ;  a  statue 
of  Rudolph  of  Habsburg ;  and  the 
town  standard  (carroccio)  of  Stras- 
byrg,  and  some  painted  glass  from 
Mol^eim. 

The  earliest  attempt  at  printing 
was  made  at  Strasburg  (about  1436) 
by  John  Guttemburg,  who  finally 
brought  lus  invention  to  perfection  at 
Mayence.  Peter  Schoffer,  who  as- 
sisted  him,  and  made  many  improve- 
ments, particularly  in  the  casting  of 
metallic  letters,  was  a  citizen  of 
•Strasburg*  The  total  number  of 
volumes  in  the  Strasburg  library  ex- 
ceeds 100,000.  A  itaJtue  of  Guttem- 
burg has  lately  been  erected  on  the 
Marche  aux  Herbes,  now  called 
Place  Guttemberg,  modelled  by  Da- 
vid, and  it  appears,  on  the  whole, 
not  inferior  to  the  one  at  Mayence. 

Strasburg  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
strongest  fortresses  in  France  or  in 
Europe;  its  fortifications,  including 
the  cUadel  of  5  bastions,  whose  outer 
works  extend  to  the  arm  of  the  Rhine, 
were  laid  out  by  Vauban,  1682 — 84. 
Persons  interested  in  military  mat- 
ters will  be  disposed  to  visit  the 
artentU  of  a  fortress  so  important  as 
Strasburg :  it  contains  fire*arms  for 
155,000  men,  and  952  pieces  of  can- 
non, 412  of  wbidi  are  required  for 
the  defence  of  tlie  town  and  the 
citadel.     There  is  a  cannon  fowndery 


here,  and  one  of  the  largest  depots  of 
artillery  in  France.  By  means  of 
large  sluices,  constructed  in  the  time 
of  Louis  XV.,  by  Vauban,  at  the  spot 
where  the  111  enters  the  town,  the 
country  around  Strasburg,  between 
the  Rhine  and  the  III,  can  be  laid 
under  water,  and  the  city  rendered 
unapproachable  by  an  army,  and  al- 
most impregnable. 

Tlie  Palais  du  Roi  Is  a  handsome 
edifice,  close  to  the  cathedral :  it  was 
originally  the  Bishop's  palace. 

There  is  a  good  provincial  Theatre 
here,  near  the  square  called  Broglie, 
from  a  governor  of  Alsace  of  that 
name :  a  very  splendid  Synag<^e  was 
erected  in  1834  by  the  Jews.  It  is 
curious  to  contrast  the  present  with 
the  former  condition  of  that  people  in 
this  city.  Nowhere  did  they  suffer 
more  cruel  or  tyrannical  persecutions. 
The  street,  called  Brand  Strasse  ( Fire- 
street)  was  so  riaraed,  because  on  the 
spot  where  the  Prefecture  now  stands 
a  bonfire  was  made,  in  1348,  to  bum 
the  Hebrews;  and  2000  of  that  de- 
voted race,  accused  of  having  poisoned 
the  wells  and  fountains,  and  thus 
caused  the  plague  which  desolated 
the  city  about  that  time,  were  con^ 
sumed  in  the  flames.  From  hence- 
forth no  Jew  was  allowed  to  live 
wihin  the  walls;  and  the  summons 
of  a  horn,  blown  every  evening  from 
the  Minster  tower,  compelled  them 
all  to  depart. 

The  body  of  General  Kleber  (a 
native  of  Strasburg),  originally  in- 
terred in  the  Minster,  has  been  re- 
moved to  a  vault  in  the  centre  of  the 
Place  Kleber,  and  a  monument  has 
been  erected  over  it 

Strasburg  is  famous  for  its  PatSs 
de  Jbies  gras,  made  of  the  livers  of 
geese,  which  are  enlarged  to  an  un- 
natural sixe  by  the  cruel  process  of 
shutting  the  birds  up  singly  in  coops^ 
too  narrow  to  allow  them  to  turn,  and 
stuffing  them  twice  a  day  with  maise. 
They  are  generally  kept  in  a  dark 
cellar,  and  the  winter  is  the  season  for 
fattening  them,  coolness  being  essen- 
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tiaL  Tbere  h  such  m  coop  in  alnioBt 
every  house  in  the  town.  Sulphur  or 
gar]ick  is  steeped  in  the  water  given 
to  the  birds,  to  increase  their  appetite. 
Instances  are  known  of  a  goose's  liver 
having  attained  the  weight  of  2  or 
even  S  lbs.  Hummel,  No.  9,  Rue 
des  Serruriers,  is  said  to  make  good 
|iat6t.  A  heavy  duty  is  charged  on 
them  in  England. 

The  gates  of  Strasburg  are  shut  at 
10  o'clock,  but  ingress  or  ^ress  is 
allowed  after  that  time  for  diligences, 
and  for  travellers  by  poste  and  by 
ateam-boat;  and  some  of  the  gates 
remain  longer  open  in  summer. 

The  principal  Promenade  is  the 
MuprechtsaUf  an  extensive  space,  laid 
out  in  walks  and  gardens,  beyond  the 
walls. 

The  daily  communication  with 
Paris  is  kept  up  by  the  maUeposte 
in  96  hours,  and  by  diUgence  in  66 
hours;  while  2  fast  diligences,  re- 
cently established,  make  the  journey 
in  48  hours. — N.  B.  Do  not  book  a 
place  to  Paris  unless  you  are  anurtd 
that  you  will  not  be  turned  out  of  it 
1  Nancy  in  favour  of  passengers 
fiom  that  place,  which  is  the  practice 
of  some  messageries  to  do. 

Diligences  also  to  Besan^on  and 
Lyons;  to  Metz;  to  Baden-Baden 
(2  or  3,  and  railway) ;  to  Freyburg 
and  Schaffhausen ;  to  Carlsruhe  and 
Heidelb^g;  to  Haguenau  (several)  ; 
to  Epinal ;  to  Mutzig  and  Bischwei- 
ler. 

The  Ban  de  la  Roche^  or  Steinthal 
{Stone  Valley),  the  scene  of  the  pastor 
Oberlin's  beneficent  life  and  labours, 
is  about  SO  miles  S.  W.  of  Strasburg. 
It  u  described  in  R.  1 68. 

A  steamer  descends  the  Rhine  from 
B41e  to  Strasburg  4  times  a  week, 
in  6  hours;  it  takes  24  to  return, 
being  drawn  by  horses  through  the 
•canals  on  the  French  side  of  the  river. 

Steamers  descend  the  Rhine  to 
fillanheim  and  Mayence  twice  a 
«lay,  starting  at  6  from  the  Canal  of 
tbe  III,  in  the  middle  of  the  city,  and 
at  lOi  or  U  from  Kehl  bridge^  on 


the  French  bank  of  the  lUiine  ;  tliey 
reach  Mayence  in  11  hours :  but  taUce 
2  long  <iays  to  mount  upwards 
from  Mayence. 

The  Railway  from  Strasburg  to 
Bide  is  described  in  R.  1 70.  Trains 
go  4  times  a  day.  A  traveller  starting 
from  Bile  by  the  early  train  (7  a^m.) 
may  reach  Mayence  at  lO  o'clodc  the 
same  night. 

Owing  to  the  shallowness  of  tbe 
111  only  the  smallest  steamers  can 
approach  the  city  through  it. 

Tbe  distance  from  Strasburg  to  tbe 
boat  bridge  over  the  Rhine  at  Kehl, 
near  which  the  steamers  set  out,  is  rather 
more  than  1^  m.    On  the  way  thither 
you  pass,  in  the  middle  of  an  island 
formed  by  a  branch  of  the  Rhine,  OA 
tlie  rt.,  a  monumental  cenotaph,  in- 
scribed    "  Au     General     D^aix-.- 
I'Arm^e  du  Rhin — 1801,'*  bearing  a 
medallion  portrait  of  him ;  and  bas- 
reliefs  representing  the  Passage  o{  the 
Rhine,  the  Battle  of  the  Pyramids, 
and  the  Death  of  Desaix  at  Maren^^o. 
His  body  lies  on  the  summit  of  the 
Great  St.  Bernard. 

Kehl  and  the  Rhine  are  described 
in  the  Hand- Book  for  North  Gxe- 

MAMT. 

A  Railway  from  Strasburg  to  Of- 
fenburg  and  Carlsruhe,  with  a  branch 
to  Baden,  will  be  opened  in  1843-4. 

Strasburg  communicates  with  Pro- 
vence and  the  Mediterranean  by  the 
Canal  du  Rhin  au  Rkonej  and  with 
the  Loire  and  Atlantic  by  the  Canals 
de  Bourgogne  and  du  Centre,  which 
supply  the  manufacturers  of  Alsace 
with  fuel  from  the  coal  basin  of  the 
Loire,  just  at  the  time  when  their 
own  coal  mines  had  been  exhausted. 


ROUTE  166. 

PA  us    TO    THE  BATHS   OF  rLOMBIKaSS, 
BT  LIOMV,  DOBCBKMT,  AND  SPINAL. 

396  kilom.  a  2A5\  £ng.  m. 
The  road  is  the  same  as  Route  164* 
as  far  as 
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250  Ligny  (p.  539.)*  where  it  turns 
to  the  S.  £.  and  ascends  the  valley 
of  the  Ornain  to 

Si2  Houdelaincourt:  thence  crosses 
the  hills  to 

22  Domremy  (la  PuceUe),   This  re- 
tii%d  and  insignificant  village,  on  the 
Meuae,  has  been  rendered  celebrated 
as  the  birth-place  (1410)  of  Jeanne 
d'^rc,  the  simple  untaught  peasant  girl 
.who  quitted  her  flocks  to  rescue  her 
country  from   foreign  invaders,  and 
to    place    the  crown  of    France  on 
tlie  rightful  sovereign's  head.      Here, 
in  the  deep  shade  of  the  neighbouring 
-haunted  wood,  Bois  Chenus  (Nemus 
Canutum),  she  heard  the  mysterious 
-voices  of  her  guardian  saints,  Su  Mar- 
garet and  St.  Catherine,  urging  her 
to  the  enterprise,  and  counselling  her 
how  to  act ;  and  here  in  the  village 
'cbapel  dedicated   to   them,    now    in 
ruins,  she  would  spend  whole  days  in 
prayer,  avoiding  the  pastimes  of  her 
companions.     After  the  accomplish- 
ment of  her  mission,  by  the  coronation 
'at   Rlieims  of  Charles  VII.,  Jeanne 
d' Arc  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  return 
luther  to  join  her  parents,  and  become 
a  shepherd  girl  again,  an  intention  she 
was  persuaded  to  abandon  to  her  own 
destruction.  The  only  favour  that  she 
asked  from  the  king,  for  whom  she 
had  effected  so  much,  was  that  her 
native  village  should  be  exempt  from 
every  tax.     This  privilege  was  con- 
ceded, and  remained  in  force  down 
-to  the  Revolution.     In  the  registry 
book  of  taxes  the  space  opposite  the 
name  Domremy  was  filled  up  with 
the  words,    <*Neant,   a  cause   de  la 
.I\uxllk,"  instead  of  the  amount  of 
contribution.       The    humble   cottage 
in  which  she  was  born,  having  always 
been  treated  with  a  sort  of  veneration, 
is  still  preserved.     A  monument  and 
a  girPs  school  have  also  been  raised 
^in  her  honour,  and  King  Louis  Phi- 
lippe has  presented  to  the  village  a 
cast  of  the  beautiful  statue  of  the  Pu- 
ceUe by  his  own  daughter,  <*  another 
inspired  Maid  of  Orleans." 

At  Vaucouleurs,  about    midway 


between  Void  and  Domremy,the  maid 
first  disclosed  her  mission  to  the  Sire 
de  Baudricourt,  and  hence  she  set 
forth  on  a  journey  of  nearly  300  miles, 
to  declare  to  the  king  at  Chinon,  in 
Touraine,  the  assistance  which  heaven 
destined  in  support  of  his  cause. 

11  Neufch^teau  {InTis:  Couronne 
(?):  —  La  Providence  (?),  a  town  erf" 
3650inhab.,  on  a  stream  which  runs 
into  the  Meuse  not  far  off. 

19  Hou^ourt. 

20  Mirecourt. 
23  Darnieulles. 

9  Epinal  (Inn,  La  Poste),  chef  lieu 
of  the  Department  des  Vosges,  is  a 
town  of  9526  inhab.  It  stands  on  the 
W.  declivity  of  the  Vosges  mountains, 
on  the  infant  Moselle,  which  makes  se- 
veral small  falls  in  passing  through  it, 
and  it  is  surmounted  by  the  ruins  of 
an  old  castle.  It  has  a  large  Gothic 
church* 

Diligences  to  Nancy ;  to  Than  and 
Muhlhausen ;  to  Strasburg. 

17  Xertigny.  The  Sa6ne  rises  a 
few  miles  to  the  W.  of  this. 

1 1  Plombi^es,  — Inns.  There  are 
several  tolerable  hotels  in  which  vi- 
sitors take  up  their  temporary  residence 
until  they  have  secured  lodgings,  of 
which  there  is  no  lack  in  the  town. 

Plombieres  is  a  town  of  1500  peiw 
manent  inhab.,  situated  on  the  Eau- 
gronne,  at  a  height  of  1382  ft.  above 
the  sea  level.  It  possesses  celebrated 
mineral  springs,  and  may  be  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  fashionable  water- 
ing places  in  France.  The  waters  are 
chiefly  saline  and  thermal ;  but  there 
are  some  cold  springs,  one  of  them 
ferruginous,  La  Bourdeille.  They  are 
very  numerous ;  the  principal  are  the 
Sources  du  Romains,  du  Crucifix,  de 
PEnfer,  du  Grand  Bain  (147°  Fahr.), 
des  Capucins  (127^  Fahr.),  du  Bain 
des  Dames.  They  are  used  chiefly  for 
baths ;  but  some,  as  the  Crucifix,  Bains 
des  Dames,  are  taken  internally. 

The  bath-houses  belong  to  govern- 
ment; the  principal  ones  are  Bam 
RoytU,  containing  2  public  baths  (pis- 
cines), one  for  male,  the  other  for  fer 
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male  bathcra,  csch  capable  of  holding 
S5  pcnont,  betides  private  baths.  The 
building  alio  contains  a  reading  room, 
which  serves  for  balls  and  concerts. 
The  others  are  the  Bain  des  Capucios, 
Bain  Temper^,  Bain  des  Dames,  so 
called  from  the  Nuns  of  Remiremont, 
to  whom  it  belonged,  and  Grand  Bain, 
•r  Bain  des  Pauvres.  In  all  there  is 
a  public  as  well  as  private  bath,  and  in 
some  are  douche  and  vapour  baths. 

The  waters  are  considered  beneficial 
in  chronic  diseases  of  the  digestive 
organs,  dyspepsia,  &c.  The  season 
larts  from  May  till  October. 

In  the  n^ghbourhood  of  Plom- 
bi^rea  are  some  agreeable  violkst 
through  the  vast  forests  of  oak,  beech, 
and  fir,  which  cover  the  surrounding 
mountains. 

One  of  the  walkt  nearest  to  the 
town  leads  to  the  Fontaine  StanisUu, 
a  well  on  the  side  of  an  eminence 
overhung  by  rocks,  carved  with  in- 
scriptions recording  the  benefactions 
of  the  Polish  king,  who  also  founded 
a  hospital  here  (see  p.  540.).  The 
avenues  planted  along  the  sides  of  the 
totid  leading  to  Remiremont  form 
another  frequented  promenade.  The 
eminence  called  JLa  FeniUee  com- 
mands a  fine  view  over  the  fertile  Val 
d'Ajol. 


ROUTE  168. 

THX      VOSGES      MOOMTAIKS.  —  STftAS- 
BURG    TO    SPINAL,    BT   MUTZIO   AND 

ST.  niKT. KXCUaSION   TO    THE    BAN 

J>E  LA  ROCHE. 

139  kilom.  »  86  £ng.  m. 

Diligences  daily  to  Epinal,  and  to 
Mutzig. 

This  newly-made  road  through 
the  heart  of  the  Vosges  moun- 
tains will  possess  an  interest  with 
many  English  travellers  from  its 
leading  them  close  to  the  country  of 
the  estimable  pastor  Oberlin.  The 
following  account  is  derived  from  the 
journal  of  an  English  traveller  who 


visited  the  Ban  de  la  Roche  in  18SS. 
**  We  left  Strssburg  by  the  Porte  ife 
Nancy,  and,  crossing  the  III,  passed 
over  a  country  whose  chief  produc- 
tions seem  to  be  tobacco,  flax,  and 
potatoes. 

9  *<  Entzisheim.    In  several  Tillages 
tlie  houses  were  hung  with    double 
rows  of  tobacco  leaves  drying  in  tbt 
sun.      3  m.  on  rt.  is  the  chateau  of 
M.  Humann,  Minister   of    Finances 
At  Altorf,  the  near  undulating  hiik 
are  covered  with  vineyards ;    in  the 
distance  the  mountains  of  the  Vosges 
show  themselves  with  great  beauty. 
At  Molzheim,  a  prettily-situated  vil- 
lage, is  a  large  manufactory  of  saws^ 
files,  and  other  edge  tools.**       Near 
this  are  the  saline  thermal  springs  of 
Sulz-les- Bains,    little  frequented    at 
present. 

"  At  Darleslieim  we  cross  the  river 
Bruche,  and  entering  a  defile  of  the 
mountains  lose  sight  of  Scrasburg 
spire,  hitherto  visible  far  above  the 
level  plain." 

14  Mutzig,  a  small  walled  town  af 
3551  inhabitants,  prettily  »tuated  on 
the  Bruche.  The  Chateau  of  the 
bishops  of  Strasburg  is  turned  into  a 
manufactory  of  fire-arms.  Behind  the 
wooded  hills  to  the  W.  rises  the  bald 
head  of  the  Donon,  3314  fL 

"  At  Diersheim,  2  m.  farther,  a  fine 
view  of  mountain  scenery :  the  valley 
only  I  m.  broad ;  on  1.  a  level  green- 
sward from  which  the  hills  rise  pre- 
cipitously about  500  ft.,  covered  with 
young  oak,  beeches,  fir,  &c. ;  before 
us  the  mountain  stream,  the  narrow 
but  fresh  looking  valley  shut  up  by 
the  mountains  of  the  Vosges,  of  which 
we  trace  7  ridges  rising  <Mie  above 
another  in  the  distance* 

22  '*  Schirmeek,  a  village  prettily 
situated  at  the  junction  of  another 
small  stream  with  the  Bruche,  has  2 
large  ribbon  manufactories.  We  are 
now  in  the  d^pt.  of  the  Vosges.  5  m. 
farther,  at  Rothau,  a  village  situated 
at  the  N.  £.  extremity  of  the  Ban  de 
la  Roche,  we  turn  to  the  1.  out  of  the 
road  to   St.  Diey,  and  crossing  tbe 
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Sruche  by  a  road  for  which  we  are 
indebted  to    the  labour  of  Oberlin*s 
own  hands,  reach  the  quiet  village  of 
Foiidayt  within  the  Dept.  Bas  Hhin, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  valley  of  Wal- 
dersbach,     which,    though    naturally 
sterile^    enclosed    by   schistose   hills, 
rising    lOCK)  ft.  above  it,  is  much  im- 
proved by  cultivation  and  irrigation. 
A  cotton  ribbou  factory  has  been  es- 
tablished here  by  M.  L^grand,  which, 
unlike  most  other  establishments  of 
tlie  kindy  has  proved  a  blessing  instead 
of  a  curse.      The  children  who  are 
chiefly  employed  work  at  home  under 
their  parents*  eyes,  and  thus  reap  all 
the  benefits  of  industry  without  the 
risk   of    health    or  morals   attendant 
upon  a  crowded  room.""-— C  W, 

In  the  churchyard  is  tlie  grave  of 
Oberlin,  a  plain  stone  with  his  name 
engraved  on  it,  and  the  words,  "  II  fut 
60  ans  Pere  de  ce  Canton,"  and  round 
the  edge,  "  La  memoire  du  juste  sera 
en  benediction.** 

«  His  memory  is  indeed   blessed : 
no  cottager  in  this  valley  ever  men- 
tions his  name  without  the  affectionate 
addition  of  Father.     Look  around; 
every  smiling  field,   every  cultivated 
spot,  every  tree  bearing  fruit,  reminds 
them    of  their  lost  benefactor  :    the 
education  of  their  children,  the  com- 
forts they  enjoy  in  their  cottages,  the 
very  roads  by  which  they  communi- 
cate, and,  of  infinitely  more  import- 
ance, the  knowledge  of  the  road  that 
leads  to  heaven,  which  was  constantly 
and  faithfully  taught  them  both  by  pre- 
cept and  example, — all  forcibly  recal 
the  memory  of  their  <  Father  Oberlin.' " 
—  Cop*  W. 

At  Waldbach,  a  few  miles  farther, 
is  Oberlin*s  parsonage,  where  his 
study,  books,  MSS.,  specimens  of  na- 
tural history,  and  drawings  remain 
nevly  as  he  left  them ;  the  walls  and 
<loors  decorated  by  him  with  texts 
from  Scripture. 

In  the  plain  village  church  is  a 
vnonwneni  to  him,  a  medallion  head 


by  Ohmttcht.  The  school  established 
by  him,  which  in  one  generation  re- 
deemed the  inhabitants  of  this  district 
nearly  from  barbarism,  will  not  be 
looked  on  without  interest. 

There  is  no  inn  at  Fouday  or  Wald- 
bach. There  is  a  road  from  Fouday 
by  St.  Blaise  and  Villy  to  Schlestadt, 
(see  p.  550.). 


The  principal  mass  of  the  Vosges 
mountain^  lies  between  Giromagny 
and  the  valley  of  the  Breusch ;  they 
are  about  1 20  m.  in  extent,  running 
parallel  to  the  Rhine,  and  separating 
its  basin  from  that  of  the  Moselle. 
They  consist  chiefly  of  rounded  dome- 
shaped  hills,  abounding  in  forests  and 
often  turfed  on  the  top.  The  name 
"  ballon  **  applied  to  several  of  them 
is  doubtless  derived  from  this  swel- 
ling rounded  form.  Les  Chaumea 
(Calvi  montes),  so  called  from  their 
bareness,  form  the  highest  ground  in 
the  Ban  de  la  Roche.  The  bulk,  or 
thickest  mass  of  the  Vosges,  rises  be- 
tween the  Ballon  d* Alsace  (4124  ft.), 
the  Donon  (3314),  and  the  Ballon 
de  Sultz,  the  highest  of  all,  (4693). 
The  rivers  Seine,  Saone,  Moseile,  and 
Saar,  rise  in  the  Vosges. 

The  road  from  Schirmeck  to  St. 
Diey,  runs  by 

20  Saales. 

19  St.  Diey  or  Die  (/»n,  La 
Poste).  The  name  of  this  town  of 
7707  inhabitants  comes  from  St. 
Dieu  Donn^  (Deodatus),  to  whom 
it  and  the  valley  were  given  by 
Chilclerce  II.  It  stands  on  the 
Mesrthe,  here  a  mere  torrent. 
Having  been  burnt  down  1 756,  it  was 
rebuilt,  chiefly  by  the  ex-king  of  Po- 
land, Stanislas. 

IS  L*Hote  du  Bois. 

14  Rambervillars. 
13  Gipfcourt. 

15  I^pinaij  in  Route  166.,  p.  547. 
The  Batlis  of  PhmbQrea  are  about 

36  m.  to  the  S.  of  this,  p.  547. 
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UOUTE  170. 

SlEASBURG  TO  BALK. -— EAlLROAIi,  BY 
■CHLKSTADT,  COL&IAR,  AMJ)  MUUL- 
UAUSKV. 

S6*  leagues  a  108  £ng.  m. 

Trains  ^o  4  times  a  day :  the  stop- 
pages by  the  slow  trains  are  very  nu. 
merous,  28  in  all,  and  the  journey  in 
consequence  tedious,  occupying  4^ 
hours. 

There  is,  hoMrever,  one  fa%t  train 
daily  from  Strasburg  at  5  p.m.,  and 
from  BMe  at  7  a.m.,  which  makes 
the  journey  in  3  J  hours.  Passengers 
by  these  trains  pass  the  Douane  with- 
out examination,  if  on  their  way  to 
the  Lower  Rhine. 

The  transport  of  a  carriage  costs 
50  fr. 

The  construction  of  this  railway 
is  chiefly  due  to  the  enterprise  of 
MM.  Koechlin  and  Brothers  of 
Muhlhausen. 

Omnibuses  ply  to  and  from  almost 
all  tlie  stations  on  the  line  ;  the  fare 
is  30  centimes. 

The  terminus  at  Strasburg  is  at 
Konigshofen,  but  the  rails  will  be 
Carried  within  the  walls  in  1843  to 
the  quarter  called  Le  Marais. 

There  are  no  great  works  on  this 
line,  owing  to  its  passing  over  a  dead 
le^el  country,  up  the  valley  of  the  111 
and  parallel  with  the  Canal  du 
Rhone  au  Rhin,  and  vi  ith  the  Rhine, 
though  at  some  distance  from  them. 

It  is  carried  over  many  hundred 
small  bridges  which  allow  the  stream- 
lets descending  from  the  Vosges  to 
pass.  It  skirts,  as  it  were,  the  roots  of 

•  By  the  fMst  road  (149  kllom.  &s90  Eng. 
m.)  the  stations  and  cUatances  are: 

16  St.  Ludan. 

12  Benfeld. 

17  Schlcstadt. 
14  .O&theim. 

9  Colraar. 

19  Meyenheim. 

S3  Mulilhausen. 
17  Sierentx. 

13  St.  Louis, 
u  4  BAIe. 


that  iDountain  chain,  and  commaiids 
some  pleasing  views  of  them  and  of 
their  old  castles. 

Geispolzheim,  St. 

Fegersheim,  St. 

Limersheim,  St.    "^ 

Erstein,  St,  a  town  of  3550  inhab. 
The  Strasburghers  destroyed  its  walk 
and  the  neighbouring  fort  of  Scbwan- 
au  in  the  14th  century. 

Matzenheiro,  Si. 

BefifeM,  St.  —  Inn,  Poste.  This 
small  town  was  taken  by  the  Swedes 
1632,  and  forti6ed  by  Count  Horn. 

A  little  to  the  W.  of  Benfeld  and 
Schlestadt  lies  Barr,  a  town  of  4200 
inbab.,  remarkable  for  the  beauties  of 
the  surrounding  country.  Hence  an 
interesting  excursion  may  be  made  to 
the  Oddienberg,  near  which  are  the 
ruins  of  Schloss  Landd)erg ;  the  Con- 
vent of  St.  Odilia,  with  a  church 
built  1696,  with  5  or  6  ancient  chapels 
near  it ;  and  the  Heidenmauer. 

Hiittenheim,  not  far  from  the  rail« 
way,  is  distinguished  by  one  of  the 
finest  and  lofti^t  church  towers  in 
Alsace. 

Kogenheim,  St. 

£bersheim,  St. 

Schlestadt,  St.,  (Germ.  Schlettttadt} 
(Inn,  Le  Bouc),  seated  on  the  I.  bank 
of  the  111,  anciently  an  Imperial  FVee 
city,  has  now  10,000  inhab.  and  some 
manufactures,  and  is  a  fortress  of 
fourth  class,  laid  out  by  Vauban.  It 
was  besieged  by  the  Allies  in  1815. 

The  church  of  St.  George  is  rather 
an  elegant  Gothic  building  of  the 
14th  century,  and  that  of  St,  JFoy  h 
remarkable  for  its  antiquity,  having 
been  built  1094,  on  the  model  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre  church.  Adjoining 
it  is  a  large  convent,  called  Le  PavUUmf 
occupied  in  turn  by  Benedictines  and 
Jesuits,  but  now  a  barrack. 

The  Tour  d^Horloge  or  JViium- 
pofie  is  a  fine  Gothic  gate  tower 
pierced  by  a  Pointed  archway.  Mmr-i 
tin  BuceTf  the  Reformer,  was  bom 
here. 

Diligences  go  hence  to  the  indua- 
trious  town  of  St.  Marie  aux  Mines, 
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which  is  entirely  engaged  in  the  cot- 
ton manufacture. 

From  the  vicinity  of  Schlestadt,  and 
from  other  points  on  the  railway  be- 
tween Strasburg  and  Muhlhauseii  good 
views  are  obtained  of  the  Vbsges  Moun- 
tains (p..')49.))iitretching  nearly  parallel 
to  the  Rhine  on  the  W.  and  gradu- 
ally sinking  into  the  plain  traversed 
by  the  railway.  They  have  mostly  a 
tame,  rounded  outline ;  here  and  there 
an  escarpment  of  red  sandstone,  of 
which  they  are  chiefly  composed, 
breaks  tlirougb  the  green  forest,  and 
ever  and  anon  upon  some  projecting 
cape  stands  forth  a  'ruined  castle. 
The  beauties  of  the  Val  de  Villee, 
near  Schlestadt,  are  extolled. 

About  4  m.  from  Schlestadt  is  the 
ruined  castle  of  Hoher  ITdniffsburg, 
the  most  extensive  in  the  Vosges 
range,  and  very  picturesque.  From 
the  top  of  its  massive  towers  a  fine 
view  over  Alsace  and  the  Rhine  val- 
ley is  obtained.  Its  origin  is  un- 
known, but  it  is  recorded  that  it  was 
taken  and  dismantled  (1462)  by  an 
army  of  Strasburghers  and  of  Bd,lois, 
who  combined  their  forces,  and 
placed  themselves  under  the  Bishop 
of  Strasburg  as  general,  in  order  to 
put  down  the  robber  knights,  its 
owners,  on  account  of  the  depreda- 
tions tliey  had  committed.  It  was 
ruined  and  sacked  by  the  Swedes  in 
the  SO  Years'  War,  1633.  The  ruins 
are  not  far  distant  from 

Hypolite,  St.,  and  near  this  there 
are  coal  mines. 

Ribeauvill^,  St.  The  best  wine 
produced  in  the  Vosges  is  grown 
here. 

The  hill  rising  on  the  W.  of  this 
town  of  6568  inhab.  is  crowned  by 
the  castle  of  Ribeavpierre,  which  was 
besieged  in  turn  by  Rudolph  of  Halis- 
burg  and  Adolphus  of  Nassau.  Lower 
down,  on  neighbouring  heights,  are 
the  castles  of  Gierdnirg  and  St.  UU 
ricb.  Along  the  crest  of  the  advanced 
line  of  hills  forming  the  Vosges  range 
above  Ribeauvill^  runs  the  curious 
and  mysterious  bulwark^  of  nnknown 


antiquity,  called  Heidenmaur,  or  P*. 
gan  Wall.  It  is  composed  of  unhewn 
stones,  heaped  together  without  ce- 
ment, from  8  to  10  ft  high. 

Ostlieim,  St. 

Bennwihr,  St. 

Colmar^  St.  —  Inns :   Deux  Clefs ; 
j  good  :  —  Ange. 

I  This  is  a  flourishing  town  of  13,000 
I  inhab.  and  chef  lieu  of  the  D^pt  Haut 
i  Rhin.  It  is  situated  near  the  foot  of 
the  Vosges,  at  the  distance  of  1  ^  m. 
from  the  111,  on  two  of  its  tributaries, 
which  do  much  service  in  turning 
millwheels  in  their  passage  through 
the  town.  Its  chief  manufactures 
are  cotton  and  printed  goods.  There 
are  many  large  factories  on  the  out- 
skirts. 

In  the  13th  century  it  was  made  a 
Free  Imperial  city,  and  was  joined  to 
France  1697.  Louis  XIV.,  who  took 
it  in  1673,  razed  the  fortifications,  and 
they  are  now  replaced  by  agreeable 
Boulevards, 

In  the  Cathedral  or  minster,  buiU 
1363,  a  respectable  Gothic  edifice, 
containing  some  monuments  an^ 
painted  glass  in  the  choir,  is  a  re- 
I  markable  painting,  of  the  old  German 
school,  by  Martin  Sch'&n,  or  Schon^ 
gauer,  a  native  of  Colmar.  It  i% 
placed  behind  the  altar,  and  represents 
the  Virgin  Mary  in  a  bower  of  Roses 
with  the  infant  Jesus,  attended  by 
Angels.  It  is  remarkable  for  its  size 
and  composition:  the  figures,  rather 
larger  than  life,  are  on  a  gold  ground. 
In  the  public  library  (containing 
36,000  vols.)  are  several  other  painte 
ings  by  M.  Schbn ;  2  altar-pieces  of 
6  compartments  each,  filled  with  events 
in  the  Life  of  Christ ;  6  subjects  from 
the  Passion;  an  Annunciation  and 
Adoration  of  the  Magi,  also  by  AT* 
Sch'&tit  with  other  pictures  attributed 
to  Alb.  Durer  and  Grunetvcdd, 

The  Halle  aux  Blis  is  a  desecrated 
church ;  the  nave  is  very  elegant.  In 
the  Mus6e  is  preserved  an  aeroUUt 
which  fell  from  the  sky  here  in  149fl» 

The  fine  choir  of  the  ProteaCant 
Church  is  now  a  warehouse ;.  and  se* 
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▼eral  other  religious  edifices  are 
degraded  to  similar  purposes. 

General  Rapp,  celebrated  for  bis 
defence  of  Danzig,  was  a  native  of 
Colmar. 

The  road  to  Besan9on  and  I^yons 
<R.  171.)  here  diverges  from  that  to 
Bale. 

Di&gcnces  to  Lyons ;  to  Nancy  and 
Paris ;  to  New  Breisach  (an  octagon 
fortress,  built  by  Vauban,  1699);  to 
Old  Breisach  and  Fribourg,  crossing 
the  Rhine.  Also  to  Munster  (^\5  ra.), 
a  manufacturing  town,  of  4340  inhab., 
on  the  Fecbt,  in  a  pretty,  narrow  val- 
ley,  shut  in  by  hills,  where  factories 
and  country  seats  alternate  with  vine« 
yards  and  gardens.  The  principal 
factory  is  that  of  MM.  Hartman,  for 
cotton  prints,  one  of  the  largest  in 
France,  employing  about  1200  work- 
people :  there  are  also  spinning  and 
paper  mills. 

Sulzbeuif  in  the  valley  of  Munster, 
9  m.  from  Colmar,  has  mineral  springs 
of  acidulous  water,  sometimes  called 
*'  bain  des  fous,"  because  considered 
to  be  efficacious  in  hypochondria*  and 
hysterical  complaints. 

4  m.  W.  of  Colmar  is  Turck- 
heirn^  where  "Turenne  gained  a  victory 
0^75)  over  the  Imperialists. 

Eguisheim,  St.  This  was  the  birth* 
place  of  Leo  IX.  Above  the  town 
rises  the  oastle,  conspicuous  for  its  S 
towers. 

Herrlisheim,  St. 

Rouffach,  St.,  is  the  birth-place 
of  General  Lefebre,  Duke  of  Dan- 
«ig. 

Merxheim,  St.  Here  stood  the 
castle  of  Isemburg,  inhabited  by  the 
Merovingian  kings  of  France. 

BoUwiller,  St.  There  is  a  large  nur- 
sery garden  here,  where  all  the  known 
species  of  vine  are  cultivated.  Some 
of  the  best  wines  of  Alsace  are  grown 
near  this. 

At  Guebweiler,  a  few  ra.  up  the 
▼alley  of  the  Lauch,  is  an  extensive 
manufacture  of  spinning  machinery. 

"Die  Ballon  de  Guebweiler,  or  de 
Suits,  -the    highest    of    the    Vosges 


mountains,  is  4693  ft.  above  the  sea 
level. 

Wittelsheim,  St. 

Lutterbacb,  St. 

Domach,  St. 

MuhUiavsen,    St.     (Inns  :    I  J.    de 
Paris :  —  Couronne.)  This  town,  con- 
taining many  large  new  buildings,  but 
for  the  most  part  old  and  irregular,  sur- 
rounded iiy  the  111,  aud  situated  close 
to  the  Canal  du  Rhin  au  Hlioney  was 
formerly  capital  of  a  small,  democratic 
and  independent  state,  and  an.  ally  cif 
the   Swiss   Confederation  from    1466 
down  to  1798,  when  it  was  united  to 
France.     Since  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century,  it  has  rapidly  risen 
to  be  one  of  the  most  important  nuu 
nufacturing  towns    in    France.      Its 
population  amounts  to  20,000  by  the 
last  census:  and  7000  workmen  re- 
pair daily  to  the  town  from  the  neigh- 
bouring communes.     The  branch  of 
industry  from  which  this  sudden  pro- 
gress  is   derived  is  the  manufizcture 
of  cotton  prints  and  musUns.      The 
quantity  made  here  probably  exceeds 
Uiat  of  any  other  place  in  the  world ; 
they  are  particularly  distingui^ed  by 
the   perfection   and  variety  of  their 
patterns,    and    the    fineness   of    the 
colours.     Anotlter  manufacture,  the 
spinning  of  cottoHy  does  not  flourish 
to  an  equal  extent,  liaving  difficulty 
in  competing  with  Manchester    and 
Glasgow.     There  are  several  exten- 
sive manufactories  of  machinery. 

Cotton  printing  was  first  introduced 
here  1746  by  Samuel  Kcechlin,  (the 
Orrel,  Marshal,  or  Cobden  of  France, 
whose  descendants  are  still  at  the 
head  of  the  manufacturers  here),  in 
conjunction  with  J.  Scbmalzer  and 
H.  DoUfus. 

At  Rixheim,  in  the  vicinity,  are 
made  the  stained  papers  for  rooms; 
including  those  very  flashy  pictures 
which  commonly  decorate  the  wails 
of  salles-a-manger  at  inns :  and  one 
of  the  chief  establisbmenta  employs 
200  workmen. 

Many  of  the  mills  and  factories  of 
Muhlhausen  are  carried  on,  and  set 
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a-going,  by  the  capital  of  the  bankers 
of  Bale.  The  condition  of  the  work- 
people is  not  good;  they  are  badly 
clothed,  and  lodged  generally  in  cel- 
lars. (See  Bowring*s  Report.) 

Mublhausen  has  to  contend  against 
the  serious  disadvantage  of  its  long 
distance  from  the  sea,  (raw  cotton 
being  transported  hither  all  the  way 
from  Havre  and  Marseilles),  and  the 
want  of  coal  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Its  supply  of  fuel  is  obtained  chiefly 
from  St.  £tienne  and  Rive  de  Gier, 
through  the  Canal  du  Rhin  et 
Rhone. 

Malleposte,  daily  to  Paris  (Route 
162.  p.  537.).  Ditigences  to  Paris; 
Lyons. 

There  is  a  branch  railroad  from 
Mublhausen  to  Thann  (R.  171.), 
by  I>ornach,  Lutterbach,  and  Cemay. 
Lutterbach  is  on  the  line  from  Stras- 
burg  to  Mublhausen,  and  here  the 
branch  to  Thann  properly  begins. 

Rixheim,  St. 

Habsheim,  St. 

Sierentz,  St. 

Bartenheim,  St. 

St.  liouis,  St.  Baggage  searched 
in  coming  from  Switzerland,  (p.  537. ) 

The  Tkrmimus  of  the  railroad  is 
about  2^  m.  from  the  city  of  Balk 
(see  Swiss  Hand«Book).  An  om- 
nibus meets  every  train,  plying  to 
and  fro,  charge  50  cents. 

^.  B.  —  Travellers  setting  out  from 
Bale  by  the  early  train  (7  a.m.)  find, 
on  their  arrival  at  Strasburg,  a  steamer 
ready  to  start  at  11  a.m.,  and  by  it 
they  may  reach  Mayence  at  10  p.m. 
the  same  night. 


ROUTE  171. 

SfRASBUaC  TO  BK8AH9ON  BY  COLHAB, 
THANN,  BELPOBT,  AND  MOVTBKL- 
1.1  A  ED. 

229  kilom. » 142  £ng.  m. 

A  maUepotte  daily  in  16  hours.  It 
is  now  accelerated  doubtless  by  the 
railroad. 

France, 


The  railroad  is  the  best  mode  of 
travelling  as  far  as  Colmar,  or  even 
Thann.     (See  Route  170.) 

69  Colmar,  p.  551. 

9  Hallstatt.  The  road  continues 
along  the  level  plain  of  the  Rhine  as 
far  as 

13  Isenheim,  where  the  country 
becomes  hilly. 

The  pretty  little  town  of  Tliann 
(pop.  3937)  has  a  superb  Gothic 
church  dedicated  to  St,  Thiebaut,  sur« 
mounted  by  a  fine  spire  of  delicate 
open  work  more  than  800  ft.  high. 
The  doorvaay  is  highly  enriched  with 
sculpture,  representing  saints  and 
scriptural  subjects,  of  very  good 
execution ;  it  is,  in  short,  a  miniature 
of  Strasburg,  and  has  lately  been 
repaired. 

On  the  hill  above  are  the  ruins  of 
the  Castle  Engelburg. 

There  are  manufactories  of  cotton 
prints  here. 

A  branch  railway  connects  Thann 
with  Mublhausen  (p.  552.),  and  with 
the  railway  from  Strasburg  to  Bale 
(Route  170). 

19  Asbach.      At 

14  La  Chapelle,  the  heights  which 
connect  the  chain  of  the  Vosges  with 
tlie  Jura  mountains  are  crossed ;  and 
leaving  the  fertile  and  industrious 
province  of  Alsace  we  enter  that  of 
Franche  Comt^. 

16  Belfort,  or  Befort  {Inn,  L'An- 
cienne  Poste),  a  fortress  of  first  class  in 
strength  and  importance,  commanded 
by  a  CUadel,  defending  the  entrance 
into  France  from  the  side  of  Switzer- 
land, by  the  pass  between  the  Jura  and 
Vosges.  It  was  laid  out  by  Vauban  ; 
but,  besides  its  own  formidable  forti- 
fications, it  is  protected  by  an  en- 
trenched camp,  capable  of  holding 
30,000  men.  The  town  numbers  about 
6000  inhab.,  and  is  seated  on  the 
Savoreuse. 

The  road  from  Paris  to  Biae(R. 
162.)  passes  through  Befort. 

Country  barren  and  hilly  to 

13  Tavey. 

19  L'lle  sur  le  Doobs,  a  bourg  of 

B  B 


65^ 
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llOOinhab.,  on  the  1.  buik  of  the 
winding  Doubs,  and  on  the  Canal  du 
.Ihin  et  Rhone. 

A  slight  detour  from  B^fbrt  will  carry 
ilie  traveller  through  Montbelliard, 
(Germ.  Mitmpelgard,)  (Inns:  Lion 
Rouge.  —  Balence),  a  small  walled 
town  of  5000  inhab. ,  the  majority  Pro- 
testants and  industrious ;  it  is  prettily 
situated  !n  the  Talley  of  the  Allan  and 
Liusine.  The  most  conspicuous  build- 
ing is  the  ChAleau  on  a  commanding 
lieight ;  the  greater  part  a  modem  con- 
struction  of  the  last  century,  flanked  by 
ancient  round  towers.  It  is  now  con- 
ferted  into  a  prison.  This  town  has 
to  boast  of  being  the  btrtli-place  of  the 
distinguished  naturalist,  Geo.  Cuvier, 
(b.  1 769. ) :  a  bronze  statue  of  him,  by 
David,  has  been  raised  to  his  memory 
by  his  coantrymen,  opposite  the  house 
in  which  he  was  bom. 

3  m.  from  Montbelliard  the  road 
reaches  the  Doubs,  and  continues 
down  its  rt.  bank  at  the  foot  of  well- 
wooded  limestone  hills  to  lie  sur 
Doubs. 

Here  the  river  is  crossed  by  a 
bridge;  the  road  still  following  its 
beautiful  clear  stream,  between  hills 
'^00  or  SCO  ft,  high,  covered  with 
every  variety  of  wild  flowers. 

The  Doubs,  a  doubling  stream, 
irises  in  the  Jura  at  the  foot  of  Mont 
Rixon,  3122  ft.  above  the  sea  level, 
and  flows  for  60  m.  to  the  N.E.,as  if 
to  join  the  Rhine,  but  is  turned  to  the 
S.W.,  on  approaching  Montbelliard, 
by  the  spur  or  ridge  which  connects 
tbeVosges  with  the  Jura,  traversed  by 
our  road  between  Thann  and  B^fort. 
It  descends  past  Besanpon  and  joins 
tlie  Sadne  below  Dole.  It  has  been 
canalised  and  made  navigable  for 
barges  of  20  tons,  and  forms  a  limb 
of  the  inland  water  communication 
connecting  the  Rhine  with  the  Rhone. 
At 

1 1  Cleryal,  a  pretty  village  on  its  1. 
bank,  at  the  foot  of  hills  1000  ft.  high, 
the  Doubs  is  recrossed.  10  m.  farther 
a  mass  of  naked  rock,  500  ft.  high,  of 
the  most  picturesque  form,  overhangs 


the  road,  which  has  barely  room  to 
pass  between  it  and  the  river. 

A  steep  hill  is  now  to  be  sur- 
mounted, whose  top  commands  a  very 
extensive  view  of  the  mountain  scenery 
of  the  Jura,  to  the  S.  £.  Imme- 
diately at  the  foot  of  this  bill  lies  the 
retired  town  of 

15  Beaume  les  Dames,  pop.  2447. 
It  is  fiimous  for  its  p&tes  and  for  its 
fish. 

The  Doubs  is  again  crossed,  and 
another  steep  hill  succeeds,  from  whose 
slope  there  is  a  fine  prospect  oi  die 
valley,  and  of  a  ruined  castle  on  the 
opposite  side,  which  belonged  to 
Charles  the  Bold  of  Burgundy. 

12  Roulans. 

The  scenery  of  the  Doubs  valley  in 
this  place  is  not  unlike  that  of  the 
Meuse  between  Liege  and  Namiir. 
A  sharp  descent  brings  us  to  tbe  for-. 
tified  town  of 

19  Besan^ony  (described  in  R.* 
159). 

ROUTE  175. 

PAaiS  VO  MBTS  ASm  FORBACH,  BT 
MBAUX,  CHATKAU  THIBft&T,  KPSE- 
NAT,  CBALONS-SUa-MAKWy  AKD 
YCRDUN. 

S79  kilom.>s2S5  Eng.  m. 

Mattepotie  daily  in  28  bours»  re- 
turning in  SI  hours. 

Diligences  daily. 

The  road  quits  Paris  through  the 
faubourg  St  Martin,  leaves  on  the  1. 
the  road  to  Senlis,  (R.  1.),  and  tm* 
verses  the  Jarge  village  Pantin  to 

12  Bondy. 

Through  the  forest  of  Bondy,  in  a 
direction  parallel  with  the  Canal  de 
rChircq,  This  canal  commences  at 
Mareuil  on  tbe  Ourcq,  and  termi- 
nates near  Paris,  in  the  basin  of  La 
Yillette ;  it  is  57  m.  long.  It  serves 
to  feed  the  Canal  de  St.  Denis,  and 
furnishes  Paris  with  a  supply  of  fztsh 
water. 

1 6  Claye  on  the  Beuvronne. 
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The  batiks  of  the  Mame  are  reached 

at 

15  Meaux  (Inns:  La  Sirene :  ^- 
Palais  Royal),  chef  lieu  of  the  De- 
partment Seine  et  Mame,  traversed  by 
tbe  Mame  and  the  Canal  de  TOurcq, 
has  a  population  of  8737*  It  is  a 
bishop*s  see,  and  its  Ca<Aec2ra/ is  a  noble 
Gotlsc  edifice,  begun  in  the  l-4th  and 
continued  until  the  16th  century,  but 
not  finished ;  its  vaulted  roof  is  more 
tiiau  100  feet  high.  It  contains  a 
Monument  to  JBostuet,  "  tbe  Eagle  of 
Meaux,"  as  he  has  been  called,  who 
long  time  filled  the  see,  erected  by 
the  department;  it  is  stiff,  hard, 
and  by  no  means  successful  as  a  work 
of  art.  Some  relics  of  him  are  pre- 
served in  the  Ev^chi ;  the  study  in 
which  be  wrote,  and  the  avenue  of 
yews  in  the  garden  where  he  used  to 
laeditate.  .A  house  behind  the  ca- 
thedral is  a  good  specimen  of  domestic 
architecture  of  the  15th  century,  of 
stone,  flanked  by  turrets.  Meaux  fur- 
nishes Paris  with  a  large  supply  of 
com  and  flour.  A  sort  of  cream  ch^se, 
(froma.ge  de  Brie,)  known  as  Fromage 
de  la  Poste  aux  Chevaux  ^  Meaux,  is 
peculiar  to  the  place,  and  is  ccmsidered 
very  delicate. 

The  Mame  is  crossed  by  a  wooden 
bridge  ;  one  of  stone  which  preceded 
it  having  been  blown  up  by  the  French 
in  1814. 

11  Se.  Jean  les  deux  Jumeaux. 
9  La  Fert4  sous  Joaarre  (Inns ,' 
"Epie :  —  France  :  —  H.  du  Grand 
Cond^),  a  town  of  3907  inhabitants 
(Jovis  Ara?),  on  the  Mame,  here 
▼aried  by  islands,  in  one  of  which, 
united  to  the  banks  by  a  bridge  of 
live  arches,  is  an  old  mill.  Here 
is  a  pretty  PamBont  of  the  time  of 
Louis  XIII.,  whicb^  it  is  said,  once 
belonged  to  the  Due  de  St.  I^mon. 
La  Fert£  is  £imed  for  its  MiS- 
ttoneSf  the  best  in  the  world,  quarried 
in  the  vicinity  out  of  beds  of  a  sili- 
ceous  cellular  rock,  known  as  Burr 
stone,  almost  peculiar  to  tbe  fresh- 
water basin  of  Paris,  in  which  it 
forniB  nearly  the  uppermost  stratum. 


The  stone  is  very  full  of  cavities^ 
formed  chiefly  by  shells,  which  have 
been  turned  into  flint.  The  blocks 
are  extracted  in  cylinders,  by  driving 
in  wedges  of  wood  and  iron.  A  good 
millstone,  6^  feet  diameter,  costs  about 
48^  :  but  many  of  those  which  are 
used  are  composed  of  small  pieces 
(carreaux)  bound  together  with  iron 
hoops.  The  number  of  millstones  ex«t 
tracted  amounts  to  1200  pairs  yearly, 
which  are  chiefly  sent  to  England  and 
America. 

On  an  island  in  the  Marne  stands 
the  ancient  and  half  ruined  Castle  of 
La  Barre;  the  height  opposite  La 
Fert^  is  crowned  by  the  antiquated 
town  of  Jouarre.  Xa  Fert6,  as  be- 
fore noticed,  means  la  fortifi^e.  The 
Marne  is  again  crossed,  on  quitting  this 
town,  by  a  suspension  bridge. 

16  La  Ferme  de  Paris,  (Depart- 
ment Aisne).  N.  B.  There  is  ano- 
ther road  (?  if  post),  by  Charly, 
along  the  banks  of  the  Mame,  whidi 
are  very  prettily  varied,  to 

12  Chateau- Thierry  (/nn5.*  Sir^ne: 
—  Poste),  a  neat  and  pretty  town  of 
4697  inhabitants,  agreeably  situated, 
on  the  Marne. 

On  the  summit  of  the  gently  slop- 
ing hill  on  which  it  is  built  are  the 
fragments  of  a  caMlej  which  have  now 
nearly  disappeared,  constracted,  it  is 
said,  by  Charles  Martel  for  the  young 
King  Thierry  IV.  The  site,  and 
the  ground  arouud  these  mouldering 
walls,  are  converted  into  a  pleasant 
and  well-kept  public  walk,  and  com* 
mand  a  pleasing  prospect  of  the  town 
and  river.  The  most  perfect  of  the 
towers  is  turned  into  a  powder  maga- 
zine. 

The  Church  of  St  Crispin,  on  the 
heights,  of  massive  architecture,  re* 
sembling  a  fortress,  surrounded  by 
a  huge  tower  and  entered  by  high 
flights  of  steps,  deserves  tbe  notice  of 
the  antiquary. 

In  the  Rue  des  CordeUert  (the 
name  given  in  France  to  the  Fran- 
ciscan  friars  from  the  knotted  cord 
which  they  wore  round  the  waist)  (be- 
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liMiM  b  preserved  in  which  the  cliarm- 
ing  poet  La  Foniauie  wns  horn.  A 
9Mwe  of  him  liu  been  erected  at  the 
end    of   the    promenade    called  Jja 


Tbii  town  euflered  much  in  the 
ounpaign  of  1814,  when  the  plain  of 
Brie  was  oovered  over  with  uncouth 
bofdea  of  Calmucks  and  Ijesghiao 
Coesackiy  haring  been  taken  and  re- 
taken lereral  timet  (Feb.  8— IS). 

The  borders  of  the  Marne,  up 
whose  1.  bank  our  rosd  proceeds,  are 
tbe  prettiest  part  of  the  ancient  pro- 
vince of  Champagne,  the  countiy  of 
the  champagne  wine.  *<  The  whole 
drive  Is  exquisite,  constantly  varied 
and  picturesque,  and  glowing  with 
abundance:  com,  vines,  and  fruit, 
gardens  of  roses  and  orchards,  with 
here  and  there  pretty  villas  belong- 
ing to  wine*merchants  peeping  from 
their  slirubberies,  and  prospects  of 
extreme  beauty  opening  from  the 
summit  of  the  hills,  with  the  bright 
Marne  winding  at  their  feet/*  — Mm 
CotteOo. 

9  Crettncy. 

14  Dormans  (/nn,  Lion  d*Or?), 
a  town  of  2000  inhabitants,  in  the 
D^partement  Marne,  has  a  port  on 
the  river. 

9  Port  a  Binson. 

15  Epemay  {Inn,  H.  de  I'Ecu 
de  France],  a  town  of  5S18  inhabit- 
ants, on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Marne. 
It  is  the  head  quarters  of  Fins  de 
Champagne,  some  of  tlie  best  kinds  of 
which  are  grown  in  the  vicinity,  and 
•are  distinguished  from  those  produced 
near  Rheims,  as  '<  Vins  de  la  Ri- 
viere.*' Aif  which  gives  its  name  to 
one  of  the  best  sorts,  is  a  hitl  a  little 
•higher  up  the  Marne,  on  its  rt.  bank. 
Almost  the  only  <<  lion  "  is  the  cellars 
cut  in  the  chalk  rock ;  they  are  of 
vast  extent ;  a  perfect  labyrinth,  and 
always  contain  several  millions  of 
bottles,  a  great  part  of  which  are  sold 
on  the  spot,  wholesale,  at  2  or  3 
francs  the  bottle.  (See  Rheims, 
p.  5SS.)  I^rge  quantities  of  coarse 
earthenvfare  are  made  here  from  clay 


called  Terre  de  Ckampagtte,  obtaiaed 
from  the  neighbouring  hill  of  Afoa* 
tigny. 

One  of  the  principal  building  is 
the  house  of  M.  Moet,  the  eminent 
wine-merchant,  in  which  Ns^xdeon 
slept  at  the  time  of  the  bsittle  of 
Montmirail,  1814. 

The  town  was  taken  by  Henri  IV., 
1592,  after  an  obstinate  sief^,  in 
which  Marshal  Biron  was  killed.  Is 
the  hideous  modem  church  remain 
a  fragment  of  a  portal  in  the  style  of 
the  Benaiflsanoe,  and  16  windows 
filled  with  curious  pamUd  glaas  of  the 
16th  century. 

The  journey  continues  up  the  1. 
bank  of  the  Marne,  through  a  region 
of  vines;  the  vineyard  of  Ai  h&ng 
conspicuous  on  the  opposite  baaki 
The  landscape  somewhat  nKmotonou% 
the  river  appearing  only  now  and 
then. 

18  Jalons. 

15  ChdlonS'tur- Marne  (Inns:  La, 
Cloche  d'Or:  — H.du  Palais  Royal; 
not  a  fine  house,  but  decent  and  com- 
fortable:—  H.  deNeney.)  This  is  the 
chef  lieu  of  the  I>6partemeot  Maine ; 
and  hasa  population  of  12^500.  Duriog 
tlie  middle  ages,  and  under  its  Count- 
Bishops,  it  enjoyed  much  greater  pros- 
perity as  a  commercial  entrepot,  nukn- 
bering  60,000  inhab*  Its  privileges 
were  withdrawn,  and  its  celebrated 
fairs  dwindled  away,  after  the  union 
of  Champagne  with  France  in  1284. 

The  town  is  old;  principally  of 
timber,  lath,  and  plaster,  llie  Gc- 
thedral  was  built  in  the  16th  century: 
the  front  has  been  modernised,  but  in 
other  parts  it  is  in  a  rich  and  florid 
style :  at  the  west  end  is  a  bold  and 
elaborate  gallery ;  within  which  is  a 
pretty  chapel  in  the  style  of  the  Re- 
naissance, and  some  good  painted 
glass,  including  a  rose  window. .  The 
spires  are  of  beautiful  open  work,  a 
style  of  which  the  finest  example  is 
found  at  Freyburg,  in  the  Brei^gsn. 
The  Marne  runs  through  the  city; 
and  on  the  hanks  is  another  fine 
Church,  Notre  Dame,  of  early  arrhi- 
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tecrture,   and    forming  a  picturesque 
object  in  many  points  of  view. 

A  School  of  JDesign  has  been  esta- 
blished here,  and  appears  to  succeed. 

ZHiigences  daily  to  Nancy  and  Stras- 
burg  (R.  164.);  to  Rheims  (R. 
178«)  and  Troyes,  as  well  as  to  Paris 
and  Metz. 

One  of  tlie  routes  to  Strasburg 
tuma  off  here  up  the  valley,  to  Yltry- 
Sur-Marne  (R.  164.  p.  5S8.). 

An  account  of  the  battle  of  Attila, 
near  ChUlons,  is  given  in  Route  187. 
6   m.   from  Chalons   the    road  to 
St.  Menehould  passes   the  beautiful 
Gothic  Church  of  N»  D»  de  FEpine, 
a  perfect  cathedral  in  size  and  beauty, 
surmounted  by  a  most  elegant  spire 
of    filagree    open   work,   contrasting 
forcibly  with  the  hovels  of  the  poor 
hamlet    around    it.       It    was    con- 
structed towards  the  end  of  the  16th 
century,     partly  at  the    expense    of 
Charles  Y.  ;  and  its  present  ruinous 
condition   is  much  to  be  lamented* 
Its  triple  portal  at  the  W.  end,  richly 
adorned  with  sculptures  of  holy  per* 
sons    and  sacred    subjects,  the  fine 
rose  windows  strrmounting  them,  the 
gargoyls  round    the  eaves    quaintly 
carved,  the  elegance  of  the  piers  aad 
arcdies,  the  choir  screen,  or  jub^,  deli- 
cately carved,  a  bas-relief   of  wood 
over  the  high  altar,  and  tome  curious 
painted  glass,  all  merit  examination. 

The  truncated  tower  was  deprived 
of  its  spire  at  the  end  of  the  18th 
century,  in  order  to  erect  upon  it  the 
Telegrapfif  which  still  holds  its  place. 
18  SommeVesle. 
16  Orbeval. 

8  Sainte  Menehould.  —  Inn,  La 
Ville  de  Metz ;  **  c*est  une  auberge  ex- 
cellente,**  and  its  kitchen  is  a  *<  cuisine 
modele,"  says  Victor  Hugo, 

This  town  of  3900  inhab.  has  no- 
thing worth  notice ;  it  stands  on  tlie 
Aisne. 

6  m.  off  is  Valmy,  where  the 
French  under  Kellerman  defeated  the 
Prussian  army  and  compelled  it  to 
evacuate  the  territory  of  France,  1 792. 
Louis  Philippe  was  present  in  tliis 


battle.  Hie  French  commander,  who 
became  Duke  of  Valmy,  desired  at 
bis  death  (aged  82,  in  1820),  that  his 
heart  should  be  transported  to  the 
battle  field,  in  order  that  it  might  rest 
among  the  remains  of  his  brave  com* 
panions  in  arms  who  fell  there.  This 
wish  has  l)een  complied  with,  and  a 
simple  monument  erected  on  the  spot. 
The  road  to  Metz  passes  through 
a  nearly  uninterrupted  orchard,  as  far 
as  the  large  village  of 

14  Clermont  en  Argonne,  pre* 
viously  entering  the  Dept.  of  the 
Meuse,  across  the  very  pretty  wooded 
valley  of  the  Brieme,  and  the  defile 
of  les  Islettes.  11m.  to  the  N.  lies 
the  small  town  of  Varenneg,  where  the 
unfortunate  Louis  XVI.  and  his  fa* 
mily  were  arrested,  June  21}  179ly 
while  endeavouring  to  escape  across 
the  frontier,  by  Drouet,  post-master  of 
St.  Menehould,  as  the  king's  carriage 
was  crossing  the  little  Place  or  square. 

The  ridge  of  land  called  Monts  de 
la  Meuse,  separating  the  basin  of  the 
Marne  from  that  of  the  Meuse,  is 
crossed  between 

10  Dombasle  and  Verdun.  The 
passes  of  these  hills  were  the  scene  of 
the  campaign  of  1792,  when  Dumou- 
riez  was  opposed  to  the  Prussians ;  but 
they  have  lost  their  military  import- 
ance, now  that  the  country  of  1* Ar- 
gonne is  drained,  and  its  forests 
cleared. 

We  now  enter  the  valley  of  the 
Meuse  and  the  territory,  formerly 
kriown  as  Les  Trois  Eveches  (MetSy 
Toul,  and  Verdun). 

15  Verdun  {Inns:  "La,  Bannidre; 
Les  Trois  Maures  (?)  ),  is  an  an- 
cient and  historical  town,  and  a 
fortress  of  the  fourth  class,  containing  a 
population  of  10,540;  it  is  seated  on 
the  Meuse,  which  here  first  becomes 
navigable.  It  is  well  known  to  many 
Englishmen  as  the  prison  in  whi<^ 
they  spent  1 1  weary  years  from  1803, 
when  so  cruelly  and  unjustly  seized 
by  Napoleon  on  the  sudden  breaking 
out  of  the  war,  and  kept  until  his  fall 
in  1814. 
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Hie  dUuUi,  which  is  alooe  of  im-  ) 
^ortuice  as  commanding  the  eoune  ! 
of  the  Meuie»  was  planned  by  Vauban.  I 
The  beautiful  Gothic  chapel  of  St.  | 
Vaones^  in  the  midst  of  it,  was  pulled 
down  in  1835  to  give  place  to  »  bafw 


The  great  event  which  renders 
Verdun  distinguished  in  history  is  the 
dismemberment  of  the  vast  empire  of 
Charlemagne  in  843,  between  the  3 
brothers :  Louis,  who  niceived  all  Ger- 
many as  flir  as  the  Rhine ;  Charles, 
who  took  the  Gallic  provinces  S.  of  a 
line*  formed  by  the  Scheldt,  Meuse, 
8a6ne,and  Rhone;  and  Lothaire,  who 
kept  Italy  and  the  £.  part  of  Gaul. 
This  act  is  known  as  the  **  Treaty  of 
Verdun.** 

Verdun  was  a  free  city  of  the  Em- 
pire  down  to  1552,  and  was  not  finally 
united  to  France  until  the  peace  of 
Hunsler,  1648. 

It  was  taken  by  the  Prussians  1 792, 
after  a  bombardment  of  15  hours,  in 
•pite  of  the  opposition  of  Marceau, 
Lemoine,  and  other  brave  officers 
who  wished  to  hold  out  still  longer. 
It  was,  however,  soon  evacuated  by 
the  Prussians  in  consequence  of  the 
^ctory  of  Valmy.  When  the  French 
Regained  possession,  the  revolution- 
ary tribunal  sent  to  the  guillotine 
15  young  women,  all  under  15  years 
of  age,  for  tlie  crtme  of  having 
danced  at  a  ball  given  by  the  Prus- 
iian  officers. 

Verdun  is  celebrated  for  its  mcmw- 
Jacture  of  tugar-fUums  (drag^)  and 
liqueurs. 

18  Manheules. 

10  Harville. 

IS  Mars  la  Tour  (Dept.  Moselle). 

11  Gravelotte. 

14  Mbtz. — Inns:  H.  del* Europe; 

exorbitantly  dear,  R.^,  and  E.B,:-^^ 

Du  Commerce ;  said  to  be  as  good, 

and  more  moderate:— Du  Nord. 

-  Met2  is  considered  the  strongest 

fortress   in    Prance,    and    forms   the 

centre  of   defence  onthe  frontier  of 

Germany  between  the  Meuse  and  the 

Rhine.      It  is  also  chef  lieu  of  the 


Dept.  of  the  Moselle ;  and  an  ioiportank 
city  on  the  score  of  its   populatioB 
(44,131),  of  its  trade,  and  of  its  ma- 
nufactures. It  is  seated  on  the  Moadle 
at  the  junction  of  a  small  stream ,  la 
Seille.     The  streets  in  the  centne  of 
the  town  are  narrow,  and  the  houses 
lofty,  but  the  river  is  lined  with  open 
gwufs  and  crossed  by  fine  bridges. 
The   situation  of    Mets,   its    public 
gardens  and  quays,  will  well  repay  the 
traveller  for  a  halt  of  some  hours.    It 
possesses  a  magnificent  Gothic  Catk^ 
dral,    whose    construction   was   con- 
tinued  from  the  14th    to    the  16th 
centuries,  with  some  incongruous  adi* 
ditions  in  the  style  of  Louis  XIV.  It  is 
surmounted  at  the  cross  by  an  elegant 
spire  of  open  work  373  ft.  high  (built 
1437),  but  is  without  towers  at  the 
extremities.     It  is  373  ft  long,  and 
the  elevation  of  the  vaulted  roof  above 
the  pavement  is  141   ft   (?).     The 
painted  glass  of  the  choir,  executed 
1526    by    Anthon   Busch  of  Stnis- 
burg,  is  remarkably  fine,  the  design 
good,  and  the  colours  very  brilliant. 
The  font,  called  Cuve  de  Cssar,  is 
very  ancient,  probably  Roman,  and 
oblong  in  shape.    Here  are  preserved 
the  ancient  stone  throne  of  the  eariy 
bishops,  and  a  dragon  of  pasteboardt 
or  canvass,  on  a  wooden  frame,  which 
was    formerly  carried    through    the 
streets  in  procession,  with  a  man  in- 
side of  it.   It  is  worth  while  to  ascend 
to  the  clerestory  g^ery,  to  view  the 
stained  glass  close  at  hand,  and  to 
pass  on  to  the  roof,  in  order  to  ex- 
amine the  skilful  arrangement  of  the 
flying  buttresses,  and  the  details  of 
sculpture,   as  well  as  to   enjoy  the 
view  over  the  city. 

Another  church,  Notre  Dame  de  la 
Rondcy  has  a  choir  built  1 130.  Within 
the  citadel  is  a  n^unda,  which  belonged 
to  the  Knights  Templars,  somewhat 
like  the  round  churches  of  Cambridge 
and  Northampton,  is  now  converted 
into  a  magazine.  The  church  of  St 
S^goUne  may  interest  the  antiquary. 

Mete  has  one  of  the  largest  Arm* 
nals  in   France^  with  cannon  foun- 
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lieiy,  &c.,  the  machmerj  moved  by 
water ;  *also  an  immense  Military  Hos- 
pUcU,  capable  of  holding  1 500  patients, 
and  is  abundantly  supplied  with  bar- 
racks. There  is  also  a  School  for  the 
application  and  practice  of  Artillery 
and  Engineering. 

The  fortifications  were  planned  by 
Vauban,  and  continued  by  Marshal 
Belleisle.    The  most  important  works 
axe  the  forts  of  Belle  Croix,  a  chef- 
d'oeuvre     of    military    construction, 
begun  1731,  and  la  Dottle  Couronne, 
surrounded  by  a  triple  ditch  filled 
with  water.      In  addition  to  these, 
there  is  a  considerable  redoubt  called 
le  Pate,  so  contrived  that  it  may  be 
conyerted  into  an  island,  by  closing 
the  sluices  on  the  Seille,  whose  waters 
may  be  raised  24  feet,  so  as  to  form  a 
lake  more  than  6  m.  in  extent. 
■    Metz,  for  a  long  time  capital  of 
the  kingdom  of  Austrasia,  became^ 
under  the  Emperor  Otho  II.,  a  free 
imperial    city,   and    residence  of   a 
prince-bishop.      At  length,  in  1552, 
the  Constable  Montmorency  gained 
possession   of   it    by   stratagem    for 
Henri  II.    The  Emperor  Charles  V., 
furious  at  the  loss  of  so   strong  a 
fortress  and    important  a  city,  con* 
taining  at  that  time  60,000  inhabit- 
ants, assembled  an  army  of  100,000 
men,  determined,  at  all  risks,  to  regain 
it.     The  defence,  however,  had  been 
undertaken     by   the    youthful    and 
chivalrous  Francois   Due  de  Guise, 
the  same   who    afterwards    wrested 
Calais  from  the  English,  who  threw 
himself    into    the    place     with    the 
SUte  of  the  French  noblesse,  among 
;them  the   Prince  de    Cond^.       The 
Guise,   by   his  address  and  activity, 
conciliated    tlie    citizens,    inducing 
them  to  endure  patiently  the  horrors 
of  a  siege,  and  strengthened  the  walls 
by  new  works  thrown  up  in  an  in- 
credibly short  space  of  time.     The 
details  of  this   hard-contested  siege 
are   familiar  to  all  who  have  read 
Robertson's  fiharles  V»     On  Jan.  1. 
1553,  at  the  end  of  10  months^  the 
'emperor,  experienced  general  as  he 


was,  was  compelled  to  raise  the  siege, 
having  lost  30,000  men  before  the 
place.  "  Fortune  is  a  woman,"  he 
exclaimed  bitterly,  **  and  she  favours 
only  the  young."  The  Duc'de  Guim 
was  at  that  time  only  30  years  of 
age. 

Metz  is  the  native  place  of  Gene- 
rals Kellerman,  the  hero  of  Valmy, 
and  Custine,  who  was  guillotined. 

Though  Metz  was  sm  important 
city  under  the  Romans,  who  called  it 
Divodurum  and  Metis,  yet  there  aref 
few  traces  of  their  buildings  in  the 
town  itself.  Without  the  walls,  how- 
ever, at  the  village  of  Jouy.  avx 
Arches,  6  m.  off,  on  the  road  to 
Nancy,  are  the  very  interesting  re- 
mains of  a  Roman  Aqueduct,  which 
conveyed  the  waters  of  a  streamlet 
from  Gorze  to  Metz,  a  distance  of 
more  than  15  m.  Five  arches  are; 
still  standing  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Moselle,  and  17  in  the  village  of 
Jouy  on  Uie  rt.,  out  of  118:  that: 
under  which  the  road  passes  is  60  feet 
high. 

Steamers  daily  to  Treves,  Pont  il 
Mousson,  and  Nancy  ( R.  1 8 1 .).  Tnu^ 
vellers  entering  France  must  here  ob-* 
tain  their  ^asse  ptovisoire  (Introduc- 
tion, §  c. ),  which  is  attended  with  some' 
difficulty  for  those  .who  wish  to  con- 
tinue on  to  Paris  with  the  diligence. 

Between  Metz  and  the  frontier  of 
Germany,  the  road  passes  through 

18  Courcelles  Chaussy. 

8  Fouligny. 

17  St.  Avoid. 

18  Forbach,  a  town  of  4281  inw 
habitants.     Custom  House. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Paris  mallei 
poste,  another  starts  for  Mayence  and 
Frankfort,  which  place  it  reaches  in 
18  hours. 

The  road  hence  to  Mayence  will  be 
found  in  Hand-book  fok  North  Gxb- 

MAMY.  . 
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ROUTE  178. 

FAAIt   TO  MSSItJ^AB*    AKD    SinAV,    BT 
lOllsONS  Air  D  KMBIMl. 

256  kikmi.  «  156^  Eng.  m. 

MaUepotte  in  1 9^  hours,  returns  In 
84l^hourt. 

DiKgemees  <Uily* 

The  road  quits  Paris  by  the  Fau- 
bourg St  Martin,  and  traverses  the 
Tillage  of  U  Vniette.  A  French  guide- 
book says  of  this  place :  «  Le  29  Man 
1819,  I'Armde  Fran^oise  se  couvrit 
d*une  gloire  immortelle  par  son  h^- 
roique  Yaleur:  le  lieu  eutaussi  ii  subir 
I'insoience  tyrannique  des  AngUus.*' 
The  meaning  of  which  is,  that  a  part 
of  the  British  army  was  cantoned  in 
it 

11  Le  Bourget  Napoleon  on  his 
way  firom  Waterloo  stopped  here 
gome  hours,  in  order  not  to  enter 
Fiuris  by  daylight  At  the  radia- 
tioa  of  roads  called  Fatte  d'Oie, 
(goose's  foot),  you  leave  on  the  1.  the 
route  to  Senlis,  Lille,  and  Amiens. 
(R.  1.  and  185.) 

15  Mesnil  Amelot  (department 
Seine  et  Mame). 

18  Dammartin. 

The  great  tower  of  the  Castle, 
mentioned  in  some  of  the  guide-books, 
in  which  the  Bishop  of  Meaux  used 
to  take  refuge  when  at  war  with  the 
Comte  de  Champagne,  is  pulled  down. 

A  little  on  the  1.  of  the  road  lies 
the  village  and  forest  of  Ermenon- 
ville,  the  residence  of  J.  J.  Rousseau 
for  six  weeks  before  bis  death,  1778  ; 
be  was  buried  in  the  He  des  Peu- 
pliers,  in  the  grounds  of  M.  de  Gi- 
rairdin,  his  host 

14  Nanteuil  le  Haudouin  (Oise). 
The  Chateau  of  the  time  of  Francis 

L  no  longer  exists. 
10  Levignen. 

15  Villers-Cotterets. 

A  town  of  2,689  inhabitants.  Its 
magnificent  manor-house,  belonging 
to  the  Due  de  Yalois,  of  the  age  of 


Francis  L,  is  now  degrmded  ioto  a 
poor-house  (D^potde  Mendicite^. 

La  Fcrte  Milon,  a  walled  toipm  on 
the  Ourcq,  with  an  old  castle,  about 
9  m.  S.  of  our  road,  on  tlie  yHrtty  to 
Chateau- Thierry,  deserves  mention 
as  the  birth-place  of  Racine, 

11   Verte  Feuille. 

1 3  Soiaons,  —  ( lnn$  .•  Croix  d*  Or  : 
—  Couronne :  —  Lion  Rouge) 

This  is  a  truly  historical  city,  and 
one  of  the  oldest  in  France  as  regards 
its  foundation.     Caesar  found  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  Suessones  most  extensive 
and  fertile,  and  under  the  rule  of  a 
king  not  only  the  most  powerful  in 
the  whole  of  Gaul,    but  who  ruled 
over  part  of  Britain.     Ivbvioduntamt 
at  that  time  the  name  of  this  city,  is 
mentioned  thus  in  the  Commentaries: 
*'  Caesar    in    fines    Soessonum,   qui 
proximi     Rhemis    erant,     exeratum 
duxit   et  ad  oppidum   Noviodunum 
contendit"     Under  its  walls,    Clovis, 
by  defeating  Syagrius,    in  4B6,  put 
an  end  to  the  Roman  rule  in  France. 
He  established  here  the  throne  of  the 
Francs,  and  made  Soissons  his  capital. 
Afterwards,  and  because  some  of  his 
successors  made  it  the  seat  of  govern* 
ment,  they  were  called  Kings  of  S<»s- 
sons.     Charles  the  Simple  was  here 
defeated  924. 

Its  importance,  in  a  military  point 
of  view,  as    commanding  a  passage 
over  the  Aisne,  is  shown  by  its  for« 
tunes  in  the  campaign  of  1814,  when 
it  was  twice  taken  and  retaken  within 
4  weeks— first,  by  the  Russian  general 
Chernicbeff  with  his  Cossacks,  by  a 
coup-de-main,  February  IStb,  when  its 
governor,   the  brave  General  Rusca, 
was  killed  by  a  cannon-shot  on  its 
walls.       The   French,   however,   re- 
gained it  the  same  day,  Chernicbefi* 
being  compelled  to  withdraw.    Na- 
poleon laid  the  greatest  stress  upon 
the  possession  of  it,  enjoining  the  gar- 
rison to  hold  it  to  the  last  drop  of 
their  blood ;   and,  if  his  injunction 
had  been  complied  with,  Blucher  and 
the  Silesian  army,  pursued  by  Napo- 
leon across  the  Mame,  and  pent  up 
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between  his  army  and  Soissons,  with 
the  army  of  Marmont  and  Mortier 
bebind  it,  would  probably  have  been 
annihilated.  Fortunately  for  the  old 
Prussian  Marshal,  he  obtained  pos- 
session of  the  place  by  a  disgraceful 
capitulation  on  the  part  of  the  French 
governor,  which  deranged  all  Napo- 
leon's plans,  March  3d,  and  he  thus 
escaped  out  of  the  trap  which  Napo- 
leon had  laid  for  him, 

Soissons  in  1814  was  defended 
only  by  antiquated  ramparts ;  it  has 
since  been  converted  into  a  regular 
fortress.  It  is  a  city  of  8149  inhab., 
pleasantly  situated  on  the  banks  of 
the  Aisne. 

Owing  to  what  it  has  suffered  from 
time  and  from  the  wars  of  1567,  when 
it  was  sacked  by  the  Huguenots,  and 
that  of  1814,  Soissons  of  the  present 
day  is  a  new  town,  and  has  a  modem 
lur,  with  few  tangible  relics  to  which 
one  may  attach  tlie  recollections  of 
ancient  times.  The  chief  buildings  re- 
maining here  consist  of  the  Castle, 
occupying  only  the  site  of  that  inha- 
bited by  the  Merovingian  kings. 

The  Cathedral,  surmounted  by  a 
solitary  tower,  is  a  very  dilapidated 
edifice,  founded  in  the  1 2th  century, 
whose  venerable  appearance  is  much 
injured  by  injudicious  repair.  The 
choir  is  of  the  13th  century  (1212). 
The  S.  transept  ends  in  a  semicircle. 
Soissons  is  one  of  the  oldest  episcopal 
sees  in  France ;  indeed,  traditions  of 
the  church  would  refer  its  origin  to 
the  primitive  Christians. 

Of  the  once  magnificent  Abbey  of 
Sl»  Jean  des  Figttes,  where  Thomas-a- 
Becketwas  received  when  in  exile, 
which  was  castellated  and  moated, 
and  formed  a  fortress  by  itself,  de- 
tached from  the  town,  only  the  W.  end 
of  the  church,  surmounted  by  2  towers, 
crowned  by  spires,  remains.  These  are 
a  great  ornament  to  the  town,  and 
were  spared  at  the  entreaty  of  the 
citizens,  when  the  ruthless  democrats 
destroyed  the  rest.  Tlie  towers  and 
the  portal  are  probably  of  the  13th 
century,  the  spires  are  more  modern. 


]  Some  fragments  of  antiquities  found 
in  and  near  the  town  are  stor<Mi  away 
in  a  Museum, 

A  short  walk  across  the  fields, 
along  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Aisne,  leads 
to  an  institute  for  Deaf  and  jDumb, 
which  occupies  the  site  of  the  once 
celebrated  Abbey  of  St.  Mtdard,  which 
has  been  razed  to  the  ground,  the 
only  remnant  being  a  subterranean 
Crypt,  the  date  of  which  is  referred 
by  some  to  the  11th  century  (?).  It 
is  remarkable  for  the  beauty  of  the 
construction,  the  sharpness  of  the 
stone,  and  the  good  preservation  of  the 
colours  upon  it.  Here  were  buried  the 
kings  Clothaire  and  Sigebert ;  and  in 
a  dismal  donjon  adjoining  it,  which  is 
stilt  pointed  out,  Louis  le  D^bonnaire 
is  supposed  to  have  been  confined  by 
his  own  son,  Clothaire,  833.  The 
verses  on  the  wall,  apparently  refer- 
ring to  him,  are  not  older  than  the 
15th  century. 

Among  the  natives  of  Soissons  are 
kings  Caribert,  Chilperie,  and  Clo- 
thaire II.,  and  the  Due  de  Mayenne, 
chief  of  the  League,  the  opponent  of 
Henri  IV.,  who  died  here. 

Diligences  run  to  Laon  (22  E.  m.) 
(see  R.  187.) ;  to  Compiegne;  Ami- 
ens, &c. 

About  12  m.  N.  of  Soissons  is  the 
very  curious  Gothic  fortress  of  Cottcy 
le  C/idteau,  the  beau  ideal  in  extent, 
arrangement,  and  picturesqueness  of 
a  feudal  castle,  and,  perhaps,  the  finest 
in  France,  though  in  ruins.  It  is 
attached  to  an  old  and  picturesque 
walled  town  (/«n,  Pomme  d*Of), 
situated  on  the  extremity  of  a  high 
headland  overlooking  a  deep  valley. 
The  castle  consists  of  an  outer  bail 
or  court,  whose  walls,  garnished 
with  circular  towers  at  the  angles 
about  100  ft.  high,  and  with  semi- 
circular ones,  or  bastions,  along  the 
curtains,  were  partly  blown  up  by  Ma- 
zarin,  1 652.  Within  this  is  the  inner 
bail  or  ward,  out  of  which  rises  the 
majestic  circular  Donjon,  the  promi- 
nent feature  of  the  building— fit  em- 
blem of  tlie  proud  barons  that  built 
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and  bcld  it— whote  boastful  motto 
was,— 

**  Rol  Je  ne  tuU, 
nince,  nl  Comte  autii, 
JeiiiU  te  Sin  de  Coucy.** 

Time  has  mada  little  impreasian  on 
it,  and  ayen  the  aartbquaka'i  thock, 
though  it  hat  cleft  its  walls  Tertically 
ftom  taip  to  bottom  in  1693,  leaving 
the  cracks  still  pareeptible,  has  not 
altarad  its  symmetiy,  nor  caused  it  to 
•irenre  out  of  the  perpendicular.  It 
is  187  ft.  high  and  335  ft.  in  circum- 
ftrenoe;  and  its  walls,  massiTe  in 
proportion,  are  34  ft.  thick.  Except 
n  row  of  windows  surmounting  its 
drdet  of  machicolations  at  the  top, 
almost  the  only  external  openings  are 
nare  loopholes.  It  was  entered  by 
a  narrow  bridge,  now  remoyed ;  over 
the  door  is  the  fragment  of  a  bas- 
rdiel^  sculptured  with  the  device  of 
the  Coucy,  a  combat  between  a  man 
and  a  lion.  The  interior,  divided 
into  4  stories  originally,  is  now  en- 
tirely  gutted,  but  around  each  stage 
-mna  an  arcade  of  pointed  recesses. 
On  the  ground  floor,  to  the  rt.  as 
you  enter,  is  a  well  3CX)  ft.  deep,  cut 
in  the  rock.  Beside  it  was  originally 
a  flour-mill  and  oven.  Excepting 
the  topmost  story,  the  halls  of  the 
donjon  must  have  been  inoonyeniently 
dark.  Two  of  the  external  round 
towers  are  furnished  with  dungeons, 
yrhose  only  entrance  was  a  hole  in  their 
•roof,  like  the  mouth  of  a  well.  Vast 
casemates  ran  under  the  outer  walls. 

The  construction  of  Coucy  castle 
dates  from  the  ISth  century:  its 
founder  was  Enguerrnnd  III.  de 
Coucy. 

La  Bette  Oabriette  had  a  house  here, 
which  still  exists,  where  she  was  visited 
by  Henri  IV.  Her  son,  the  Due  de 
Vendome,  was  bom  here. 


The  road  to  Rheims  follows  the 
course  of  the  Vesle,  a  small  stream, 
upwards  through 

18  Bmlne-sur. Vesle. 
IS  Fisoies. 
10  Jonchery. 


1 7  Rhbims.  — •  (Inn,  Lion  d'Or ;  a 
good  house,  but  rather  dear,   in  an 
excellent  situation  fronting  the  Cathe- 
dral.   This  city  (35,957  inbab. ),  so  in- 
sepan^ly  connected  widt  the  history  of 
the  Prankish  monarchy,  retains  many 
vestiges  of  the  RomMi  domioitfi— . 
The  4  gates  of  the  city  were  called 
respectively  the  Poria  MgHis^  I^orta 
Cereris,    I^ta  Veneris,    And     P^rtu 
BaccMi    the  first  two  still  preserve 
their     appellations.      The     ancient 
Pbrta  Metrtu  (for  there  is  a  modem 
one  beside  it)  is,  though  in   mins, 
a   splendid    triumphal   arch.        Hie 
fragments  of  the  Corinthian  colnmns 
are  most  delicately  fluted,  and  ac- 
quire additional  grace  from  the  Go- 
thic towers  and  rough  walls  around 
them.     This  noble  relic  has  tmder- 
gone  strange  vicissitudes.       It   was 
employed  as  the  city  gate  until  1554> 
when  earthworks  were  raised  against 
it,  and  the  adjoining  gate  opened. 
It  was  uncovered  in  1595,  hut  after- 
wards walled  over  again*     In  1677 
it  was  uncovered,  but  the  apertures 
were  walled.     M.  Gm'zot*s  commis- 
sion brought  it  to  its  present  state. 

«  The  Cathedral  is  one  of  the 
most  sumptuous  Gothic  ^edifices  in 
France.  It  was  built  1241.  It  is, 
perhaps,  the  finest  shrine  of  mason- 
ry north  of  the  Alps  (for  Milan 
must  be  reckoned  as  the  finest  in 
the  world) ;  and  highly  as  the  ex^ 
pectations  of  the  stranger  may  have 
been  raised,  they  will  not  be  disap- 
pointed, particularly  if  the  first  im- 
pression should  chance  to  be  received 
at  that  time  when  the  light  is  most 
favourable,  when  it  is  glittering  in 
the  evening  sun.  Hie  towers  are 
unfinished ;  they  were  to  have  been 
crowned  by  open-work  spires,  such  ss 
did  exist  in  the  now  demolished 
church  of  St  Nicaise;  and  by  their 
absence  the  elevation  loses  much  of 
its  completeness.  The  great  merit  of 
Rheims  arises  from  the  unity  of  the 
conception.  Whether  we  consider 
the  interior  or  the  exterior,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  whole—  pillars,  aitfaes, 
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■iebn,  statueSf.  painted  glassy  forin> 
proportion^  colour. —  had  presented 
itself  as  an  unit  to  the  conception  of 
the  architect.       Completely   as    the 
pfrtal  is  covered  and  filled  with  or- 
naments, not  one  can  be  considered 
as  an  afterthought.     Having  massed 
the  whole  design*  the  architect  then 
worked  coit  the  details,  without  inter- 
fering with  the  general  effect*     The 
ponaequence  of  this  unity  is,  that, 
whather  the  building  is  seen  from  so 
near  a  point  of  view  as  to  enable  you 
to  distinguish  all  the  details,  or  from 
so  distant  a  one  as  lo  enable  you  only 
to  see  the  general  outlines  and  sha- 
dows, the  effect  is  equally  perfect. 
Many  of  the  statues  on  the  portal  are 
colossal,  and  generally  ^egant,  both 
IB. design  and  workmanship;   those 
in  the  trans«q[>ts  are  not  so  good.   But 
the  spectator  must  not   linger:    he 
laust  hasten  into  the  building,  that  he 
may  not  lose  the  effect  of  the  der 
dining  rays  of  the  sun  illuminating 
the  interior,  and  producing,  at  such  a 
JBomeut.  a  truly  magnificent  spec- 
tacle.    The    rose  windows    in    the 
western  front,  .of  which  there  are  two, 
one  above  and  one  within  the  vitst 
portal,  are  filled  with  the  most  briU 
.liant  painted  glass;  and  the  sunbeams 
flatting  through  them,  almost  hori-> 
sontally,  fill  the  cathedral  with  many- 
coloured  light.     The  gemmed  win- 
dows of  Aladdin's  palace  could  hardly 
<have  been  more  splendid.      In  the 
.inoming  there  is  another  beautiful 
^effect*.   Then  the  light  flows  down 
the  choir.     The  great  centre  door  is 
set  wide  open,  and  through  the  aper- 
ture the  streets  and  houses  are  seen 
in  perspective,  showing,  by  their  con- 
trast, the  real  size  of  the  building. 
Mts  length  is  466  feet,  ite  height  121. 
The  arohitecture  of  the  interior  bears 
^a  near  resemblance,  in  the  main  out- 
lines, to  Westminster  Abbey,  except- 
•  ing  that  it  is  bolder  and  simpler.     It 
,is  much  less  florid  and  decorated  than 
the  exterior ;  and  this  has  sometimes 
been  considered  as  a  defect ;  but  it  is 
evident  that  the  architect  caknlated 


Kpon  the  gloom  produced  by  the 
painted  glass,  not,  as  in  modern 
churches,  an  adjunct  or  ornament,  to 
be  inserted  or  dispensed  with  at  plea^ 
sure,  but  an  essential  portion  of  the 
edifice ;  and  in  the  deeply^tinted  light 
which  it  produces,  masses  of  minute 
ornament  would  have  become  heavy 
and  unmeaning.  The  western  wall 
shows  how  the  architect  acted  for  .the 
purpose  of  rendering  his  decorations 
effective  and  forcible.  It  is  orna- 
mented with  tiers  of  statues,  placed, 
not  Ln  arches,  but  in  deep  cells,  so 
that  each  figure  is  brought  out  by 
a  back-ground  of  shade.  Almost 
all  the  monuments  have  been  swept 
away;  but  the  sarcophagus  of  Jo- 
vinus,  prefect  of  Rheims,  is  here, 
brought  from  the  Abbey  of  St  iVt- 
ceasef  a.  curious  national  monument. 
It  is  composed  of  a  single  block  of 
pure  white  marble,  about  9  ft.  in 
length,  and  4  in  height.  Jovinus 
is  represented  In  fine  bas-relief^  on 
horseback,  having  just  broken  his 
spear  in  tlie  neck  of  a  lion,  which  was 
leaping  on  a  man.  Many  figures 
surround  Jovinus;  some,  as  well  as 
himself,  apparently  portraits,  beautiful 
in  countenances,  and  perfectly  made 
put  in  dress  and  accoutrements.  A 
dead  boar  and  other  animals  are  in 
^e  foreground.  The  figures  are 
about  half  the  size  of  life  ;  and  on 
the  sides  of  the  tomb,  shaped  like  an 
altar,  the  story  is  continued  in  very 
low  relief.  Much  learned  contro* 
versy  has  been  excited  on  the  subject 
of  the  bas-reliefs.  Some  antiqua- 
rians are  of  opinion  that  they  refbr 
(though  how  it  would  be  difficult  to 
conjecture)  to  the  defeat  of  the  uite- 
manni  (▲.  n.  367)  by  this  consular 
general.  Jovinus  was  a  Christian ; 
but  there  is  no  token  of  his  faith 
upon  this  very  curious  monument. 
Amongst  the  curiosities  of  the  Ca- 
thedral, the  clock,  standing  in  the 
north  transept,  must  not  be  omit- 
ted, inasmuch  as  it  is  probably  the 
oldest  moving  piece  of  horologery 
in  existence..     From    the,  style  of 
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Ae  Gothic  tracerf  and  canringi,  it 
Mcmt  to  belong  to  the  1 5th  centuiy. 
When  it  strikes,  a  door  opens,  and 
the  effigy  of  a  nian  looks  out ;  other 
smaller  figures  sally  forth  and  make 
the  round,  as  in  the  common  Dutch 
clocks.  This,  without  doubt,  was 
considered  in  its  time  as  a  master- 
piece. 

«  The  Abbey  Church  cf  St.  JRemi  is 
the  burial-place  of  St.  Remigius,  the 
Apostle  of  the  Franks  (died  545). 
Cloris  and  Clotilda  founded  the 
Church:  the  monastery  owes  its  origin 
to  Archbishop  Turpin,  who  will  be 
better  recollected  from  the  history 
which  passes  under  his  name,  so  often 
quoted  in  romance,  than  from  any 
other  of  his  deeds.  Amongst  iu  trea- 
sures was  the  Sainte  AmpouUe,  em- 
ployed in  the  coronation  of  the  kings 
of  France,  and  of  which  a  fragment, 
said  to  have  been  preserved  when 
the  rest  of  the  relics  were  dispersed, 
was  produced  at  the  consecration  of 
Charles  X.  The  original  buildings 
of  the  Merovingian  dynasty  have 
wholly  disappeared.  As  it  now 
stands,  the  principal  portions  were 
erected  between  1048  and  1168 :  the 
choir  is  of  the  latter  period,  of  a 
fully  developed  and  beautiful  Gothic. 
The  front  of  the  south  transept,  jn  the 
florid  or  flamboyant  style,  was  built 
in  1481 ;  the  Church,  which  was  ex- 
tremely injured  during  the  Revo- 
lution, is  now  undergoing  a  thorough 
repair.  The  tomb  of  St.  Remi,  erected 
by  the  Cardinal  Abbot,  Robert  de  Le- 
noncourt,  about  1533,  escaped  the 
iconoclasts;  and  though  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Church,  for  it  is  in 
a  Flemish- Italian  style,  is  grand  from 
its  size  and  sumptuousness.  It  was 
reconstructed  by  a  private  indiridual 
in  1803.  It  is  ornamented  with  12 
statues,  as  large  as  life,  of  the  12  peers 
of  France,  to  whom  Turpin  gave  so 
much  chivalrous  celebrity :  six  are  the 
prelates  of  Rheims,  Laon,  Langres, 
Beauvais,  Chalons,  Noyon ;  six  lay 
peers,  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy,  Nor- 
mandy, and  Aquitaine,  the  Counts  of 


Flanders,  Champagne,  and  Touli 
the  figures  are  of  white  nurble^  fiady 
sculptured,  but  in  the  rather  theatrieal 
and  exaggerated  taste  of  the  tiaae. 
"  Many  of  the  stieets  of  Rheims  will 
remind  the  traveller  of  an  <^  Cngtiah 
town.  In  these  the  houses  are  low^ 
usually  of  one  story.  The  smart  nev 
portions  of  the  town,  in  which  great 
improvements  are  making,  are  of  the 
ususl  French  character,"  (JP.  P. ); 
yet,  on  the  whole,  the  stranger  who 
has  heard  Rheims  described  as  one  o€ 
the  oldest  towns  in  Frsnce  will  be 
surprised  to  find  that  it  has  aa 
very  little  appearance  of  antiqui^, 
A  few  examples  of  picturesque 
street-architecture  remain;  in  the 
Rue  du  Tambour  is  the  hotel  of  the 
Comtes  de  Cbaaspagne;  in  the 
MarchS  au  BU,  a  house  decxirated 
externally  with  rich  and  well  pre- 
served oak  carving.  The  inn  called 
Afotfofi  Rougiet  near  the  cathedral^ 
is  interesting  as  being  the  same  (or 
occupying  the  same  site  as  that)  in 
which  Jeanne  d*Arc  was  lodged  aft 
the  coronation  of  Cbaries  VIL,thofugjb 
it  then  bore  the  sign  of  L*Ane  Ray4 
(Zebra).  In  the  Rue  de  C6res  ia 
the  house  in  which  Colbert,  the  en* 
lightened  minister  of  Louis  X.I  V.,  waa 
born,  1619;  his  father  is  supposed  te 
have  been  a  draper,  and  he  to  have 
served  as  a  shopman  and  trayeller. 
The  Abb^  de  Pluche,  author  of  the 
</  Spectacle  de  la  Nature,"  was  alae 
a  native  of  Rheims*  Mr.  Pitt  spent 
some  months  here  in  1786  with  hia 
friend  Wilberforce,  in  order  to  learn 
French. 

The  ramparts  and  fosse  have  been 
planted  and  converted  into  agreeable 
puiMic  waikt  surrounding  the  town. 

Rheims  is  the  mebt>pblitan  see  of 
France,  and  one  of  the  nuclei  of  tiie 
civilisation  of  that  country ;  and  hsa 
been  the  place  of  coronatum  of  the 
French  kings  from  the  time  of  PhU 
lippe  Auguste  to  that  of  Cbaries  X., 
with  the  two  exceptions  of  Henri  IV. 
and  Louis  XVIII.  It  was  selected 
for  that  distinction,  probably,  as  the 
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place  of  deposit  of  the  Sainte  Anu 
pouHe,  or  holy  flask  of  oil,  brought  by 
a  dove  from  HeaTen  to  St.  Remy  as 
he  Mras  about  to  baptise  Ciovis  (496). 
The  persuasion  of  Clothilda,  his 
queen,  and  a  vow  made  before  the 
decisive  battle  of  Zulpich,  had  decided 
the  Fraokish  conqueror  to  receive  the 
Christian  rite  from  the  hands  of  the 

• 

bishop;  who,  as  the  new  convert 
kneeled  before  him,  received  him  as 
a  member  ^the  church  with  these 
haughty  w^s  :  ■—  "  Mitis  depone 
colla  Sicamber;  inccnde  quod  ado* 
rSsti,  et  adora  quod  incendisti."  The 
story  of  the  Ampoulle,  however,  is 
said  to  have  been  an  invention  of  the 
Bishop  Hinckmar,  S60  years  after 
Clovis ;  it  is  certain  that  no  contem- 
porary records  make  mention  of  it. 
AfWr  having  been  publicly  smashed 
to  pieces  by  a  sansculotte  named 
Buhl  in  1793,  it  most  unaccount- 
ably reappeared  at  the  coronation  of 
Charles  X. 

No  celebration  of  the  august  cere- 
monyof  the  "  Sacre*'  in  that  imposing 
and  well-proportioned  pile,  the  cathe- 
dral, can  have  exceeded  in  interest 
that  of  Charles  VII.,  the  result  of 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  Maid  of  Or- 
leans* **  The  people  looked  on  with 
wonder  and  with  awe.  Thus  had 
really  come  to  pass  the  fantastic 
viiions  that  floated  before  the  eyes  of 
the  poor  shepherd-girl  of  Domremy  ! 
llius  did  she  perform  her  two-fold 
promise  to  the  king  within  three 
XBonths  from  the  day  when  she  first 
appeared  in  arms  at  Blois !  During 
the  coronation  of  her  sovereign  —  so 
long  the  aim  of  her  thoughts  and 
prayers,  and  reserved  to  be  at  length 
achieved  by  her  own  prowess—- the 
Maid  stood  before  the  High  Altar  by 
the  side  of  the  King,  with  her  banner 
unfurled  in  her  hand.  *  It  had 
.shared  the  danger,'  she  answered; 
(  it  had  a  right  to  share  the  glory.' 

«  The  holy  rites  having  been  per- 

f  ormed,  the  Maid  knelt  down  before 

the  newly -crowned  monarch}  her  eyes 

-streaming  with  tears.    '  Oentle  King,* 


she  said,  <  now  is  fulfilled  the  pleasure 
of  God,  who  willed  that  you  should 
come  to  Rheims  and  be  anointed, 
showing  that  you  are  the  true  King, 
and  he  to  whom  the  kingdom  should 
belong.'  She  now  regarded  her  mis- 
sion as  accomplished,  and  her  in- 
spiration as  fled.  *  I  wish,*  she  said, 
*  that  the  gentle  King  should  allow 
me  to  return  towards  my  father  and 
mother,  keep  my  flocks  and  herds,  as 
before,  and  do  all  things  as  I  was 
wont  to  do.* "—  Quarterly  Review, 

In  the  campaign  of  1816,  Rheims 
was  surprised  and  taken  by  a  Russian 
force,  under  St.  Priest,  the  French 
garrison  being  quite  inadequate,  from 
their  small  numbers,  to  defend  the 
walls ;  but  Napoleon  did  not  allow 
the  Russians  to  keep  it  many  hours. 
Hurrying  to  the  spot  with  an  army 
broken  by  the  defeat  of  Laon,  he 
nevertheless  completely  took  by  sur^* 
prise  St.  Priest,  who  was  mortally 
wounded  while  endeavouring  to  stem 
the  torrent  and  secure  his  retreat. 
This  was  almost  the  last  military  suc- 
cess which  Buonaparte  gained. 

The  situadon  of  Rheims  is  agree- 
able, on  the  right  bank  of  the  Vesle, 
surrounded  by  slopes  covered  with 
vineyards. 

Chamfagnb  Wines.  —  "  The  city 
is  thriving :  the  chief  article  of  com- 
merce is  the  iifine,  which,  in  spite  of 
all  the  powers  of  revolutionary  geo- 
graphy, will  perpetually  keep  the  an- 
cient  name  of  the  province  of  Cham^ 
pcigne  in  remembrance.  These  wines 
are  divided  into  *  Vins  de  la  Rividre,* 
and  the  *  Vins  de  la  Montague ; '  the 
former  being  for  the  most  part  white, 
and  the  latter  red.  The  best  river 
wines,  strictly  so  called,  are  obtained 
from  the  vineyards  situate  in  the  val- 
leys and  on  the  sides  of  the  hills  that 
border  the  Mame  at  Ay,  Hautvilliers, 
Epemay,  Dizy,  Avernay,  &c,j  and 
occupy  a  tract  of  country  of  about  5 
leagues  in  extent ;  but  the  estate  of 
Cumieres,  though  in  the  midst  of 
these  vineyards,  lying  under  the  same 
line  and  with  the  same  exj^ure,  yields 
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rid  wiDct  only*  and  of  a 
quality  to  Um  oChan  that  ara  grown 
In  tha  Huna  naighboiuiiood.  In  ga- 
aaral,  U  may  ^  obmrad,  that  tha 
vinas^uda  on  tha  banka  of  tha  Marne 
aupply  tha  choieatt  winak  Haoee 
tha  Tintagaa  of  Hautrillian  and  Ay 
hava  always  bean  pralarred  to  thoae 
of  Eparaay  and  Piory;  and  the 
latter  to  thoie  of  And,  Agan,  and 
LamaniL  This  rule  is  not^  howevar, 
without  eiceptions ;  for  the  small 
Tinayard  of  Closes*  which  lies  in  the 
bosom  of  the  hill,  to  tha  &W.  of 
Epamay,  yields  a  wine  fully  equal  to 
Aat  of  Ay ;  and  at  Cranant,  about 
S  leagues  distant»  the  S.  £.  slope  of 
tha  same  ridge  furnishes  a  liquor  but 
littla  inferior  to  that  celebrated  growth. 
For  the  manu&cturo  of  the  white 
Champagne  wines,  black  grapes  are 
now  generally  ua^  They  are  ga- 
thered in  the  morning,  while  the  dew 
is  yet  on  them ;  and  It  is  remarked 
that,  when  the  weather  is  foggy  at 
the  time  of  the  rintaga,  the  produce 
of  tha  fermentation  is  considerably 
increased.  The  wina  obtained  from 
the  first  pressure  is  called  trin  diUte, 
and  is  always  kept  apart  from  the  rest 
The  liquor  is  coUe^ed  in  smidl  vats, 
whence  it  is  removed  early  in  the  fbl- 
lowing  day  into  puncheons  which  have 
been  previously  tu^ured;  in  these 
the  must  undergoes  a  brisk  ferment- 
ation, and  is  allowed  to  remain  till 
towards  the  end  of  December,  when 
it  becomes  bright :  it  is  then  racked, 
and  fined  with  isinglass,  and  in  a 
month  or  six  weeks  more  it  is  racked 
and  fined  a  second  time.  In  the 
month  of  March  it  is  bottled.  Afiber 
it  has  been  six  weeks  in  bottles^  it  be- 
comes brisk;  and  towards  autumn 
the  fermentation  is  often  so  powerful 
as  to  occasion  a  considerable  loss  by 
the  bursting  of  the  bottles.  The  loss 
thus  .sustained,  which  is  seldom  less 
than  20  per  cent.,  is  one  of  the  causes 
which  tend  to  enhance  the  price  of 
the  wines.  To  procuro  pink  Cham- 
pagne, the  grapes  are  first  slightly 
trodden  and  freed  from  the  stalks,  and 


the  fennentation  is  allowed  to 
mence  befbro  they  are  subjected  Is 
the  pross,  in  order  to  facilitate  thi 
solution  of  the  eolouring  matter*     la 
making  the  red  wines,  the  grapes  an 
trodden  before  th^  are   introduced 
into  the  vat :  sometinias  the  treadisg 
is  repeated  during  the  fermentatioa. 
The  mark  is  covered  by  a  ixMsrd,  aai 
a  layer  of  stnw  is  oomtnonlj  am* 
ployed  to  protect  the  head,  from  tfat 
contact  of  the  atmospheric  air.      We 
owe  the  foregoing  aoodint  cliieflyts 
Dr.  Henderson;  but^ere  are  sobm 
secrets  of  the  trade  which  are  not  MUf 
explained.     In  Buigundy^y    wiMve  s 
strong  rivalry  prevails,  thef  a^  thst 
all  foamii^  or  moiuanuc  Chanipi^ae 
is  a  made  wine,  and  that  this^^oi^^ 
ia  iaaparted  to  it  by  sugar,  p<»tash,  ar 
other  similar  ingredients^  mtach  as  we 
do  to  make    old   gooseberry.       b 
Champagne,  th^  tell  you   that  the 
main  cause  is  tha  heating  er  incipient 
fermentation,  produced  in  the  giape 
by  permitting  it  to  remaia  in  heaps 
with  the  daw  up<m  the  fruit  before 
the  expression  of  the  juice  begina; 
and  that  the  Vin  d'Artoia,  or,  in  fadi 
any  wine,  can  be  rendered  mousaeax 
by  this  process.     But  the  nsost  eoncct 
opinion  seems  to  be,  that  all  Cham* 
pagne,  whether  dry  or  mousaeux,  is,  ts 
a  certain  degree,  a  manufaoture.'*'^ 
F.P.     {See  St.  Feray,  in  the  In- 
dex.) 

The  road  to  Mezi^res  lies  through 
an  uninteresting  portion  of  that  pait 
of  Champagne  oslled  <*  La  Pouilleuss^" 
passing 

17  Isle,  beyond  which  it  entsn 
the  Dept  of  the  Ardeancs^  and  readMs 

20  Rethel,  a  town  of  6800  inhab- 
itants, prettily  seated  on  the  Aisne, 
whose  branches  divide  it  into  seversl 
parts. 

A  hilly  country  succeeds ;  once 
forest,  now  cleared  for  the  moat  part, 
and  bare,  and  sad  of  aspect  in  oans^ 
quenoe. 

12  Sauloes  au  Bois. 

10  Launay. 

19  MStiires    (Inn,   H.    du    Fa- 
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lais  Royal ;  yery  good),  one  of  Vau- 
tMUi*8  strong  fortresses,  and  at  the 
«une  time  the  chef  Heu  of  the  Dept 
Ardennes,  is  seated  on  the  rt.  bank  of 
the  Mease,  on  the  isthmus  of  a  pro- 
tnwitory  formed  by  the  river,  which 
washes  its  walls  on  two  sides,  and 
separates  it  from  Charleyille.  It  has 
408S  inhabitants* 

-  The  parish  church  is  a  very  fine 
flamboyant  Gothic  edifice,  of  the  16th 
cientury,  in  which  the  marriage  of 
Charles  IX.  with  Isabelle  d'Autricfae 
.was  solemnised  1570.  Among  the  good 
points  about  it  are  its  main  portal,  in 
tolerable  taste,  and  S  curious  bas- 
reliefs  in  the  choir.  There  are  some 
bits  of  painted  glass  inserted  in  blank 
windows,  and  over  the  N.  aisle  is  a 
bomb-shell,  one  of  those  thrown  by 
the  Allies  when  they  invested  the' 
place  after  the  battle  of  Waterloo, 
which  has  remained  sticking  in  the 
roof  ever  sinoe  the  town  capitulated. 

A  more  glorious  event  in  the  an- 
nals of  Meai^res  was  the  resistance 
which  it  made  to  the  Spanish  army  of 
Charles  v.,  40,000  strong,  in  1521. 
The  Chevalier  Bayard  gallantly  took 
the  oomfnand  of  the  town  at  a  time 
when  Francis  I.  had  proposed  to 
blow  it  up  and  abandon  it,  as  too 
weak  to  off^r  any  redstance,  and  to  lay 
waste  the  country  around,  as  the  only 
means  of  stopping  the  enemy.  With 
a  force  of  only  2000  men  Bayard  en- 
dured a  siege  of  6  weeks,  in  the  course 
of  which  bombs  were  for  the  first  time 
used,  and  were  most  plentifully 
showered  upon  the  garrison,  but  with 
little  effect  The  ban'Mr  (^Bayard  is 
said  to  be  still  preserved  in  the  H.  de 
Ville. 

Cbarleville,  a  town  of  7773  inhab- 
itants, is  only  a  mile  distant  from  Me- 
aidres,  and  is  connected  with  It  by  an 
avenue  and  suspension-bridge.  It 
has  become  a  thriving  place  since  it 
ceased  to  be  a  fortress  at  the  end  of 
the  17th  century,  and  manufiictures 
nails,  hardware,  fire-arms,  &c. 

The  MetAse  makes  a  wide  sweep 
around,  and  then  dives  into  a  narrow 


trench  or  deJUe  cut  by  it  in  the  slate 
rocks,  which  stretch  with  the  most  con* 
torted  windings  nearly  as  far  as  Givet* 
The  depths  into  which  the  Meuse  enters 
are  a  narrow  and  deep  chasm  in  the 
chain  of  the  Ardennes;  the  breach  is  in 
places  no  wider  than  the  river  itself,  its 
sides  often  vertical,  sometimes  ISO  ft. 
high.  It  widens  suddenly  at  Fomay, 
a  town  most  picturesquely  planted 
on  a  holm  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
overhung  by  precipitous  rocks,  called 
Les  Dames  de  la  Meute^  ISO  ft. 
high,  and  overlooked  by  the  pic- 
turesque rvine  of  the  castle  of  Hier* 
ches.  Slate  is  the  chief  product  of 
this  desolate  district ;  it  is  sent  down 
the  Meuse  to  Holland  from  Fumay, 
where  there'  aro  extensive  quarries. 
In  1623  slates  were  sent  from  the 
Ardennes  to  roof  the  church  of  St 
James  of  Compostella  in  Spain. 

20  m.  N.  of  Mezieres  is  Rocroy,  a 
small  fortress,  in  ftont  of  which  k 
Grand  Condd  gained  the  greatest  of 
his  victories  over  the  Spaniards,  at  xhe 
age  of  22  years.  The  army  opposed 
to  him  were  veteran  bands  of  WaJloonsy 
Spaniards,  and  Italians,  commanded 
by  a  mature  and  experienced  general ; 
and  it  was  only  after  thrice  heading 
the  charge  against  this  serried  in- 
fantry, that  Cond^  at  length  broke 
their  array.  The  Spanish  general 
Fuentes,  who  conducted  tiie  battle 
from  a  litter,  being  wounded,  was 
found  among  the  dead.  The  battle 
field  is  on  a  plain,  at  that  time  (May 
19,  1643)  surrounded  by  marshes 
and  dense  forests  on  all  sides,  but 
now  much  changed  by  clearing  and 
drainage. 

Hie  road  to  Sedan  lies  through  a 
pretty  country.  The  Meuse,  is  crossed 
on  quitting  Mezidres,  and  again  twice 
before  entering 

22  Sedan.— JnfU.*  Croix  d*Or  *, 
good : —  H.  de  l^irenne  (?)  :<» Croix 
d* Argent;  nasty.  Sedan,  situated  on 
the  rt  bank  of  the  Meuse,  is  both  an 
important  frontier  fortress,  commands 
ing  the  entrance  firom  Luxembourg 
into  France,  and  a  prosperous  manu* 
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ftctoring  town  of  13,719  tnhilMUmts, 
but  is  a  dirty  disagreeable  place.  It  is 
celebrated  for  theJUu  dolks,  especially 
the  black,  wbich  are  made  ba«,  and 
not  lest  than  11,000  or  12,000  per. 
sons  are  employed  in  this  branch  of 
industry. 

Down  to  the  time  of  Louis  XIII. 
it  was  capital  of  a  principality  belong- 
ing to  the  family  of  La  Tour  d'Au- 
▼eigne.  Dues  de  Bouillon,  but  in 
1642  the  Due.  de  B.  having  engaged 
in  the  conspiracy  of  Cinq- Mars  against 
Bichelieu  was  too  happy  to  give  it  up 
to  save  his  head.  Marshal  Turenne 
was  born  here  1611,  in  a  small  pa- 
vilion attached  to  the  cMteau,  which 
was  rated  to  the  ground  at  the  Revo- 
lution, and  no  souvenir  of  him  re- 
mains, save  a  black  stone  to  mark  the 
spot  where  it  stood.  An  ugly  statue 
of  him  has  been  set  up  in  the  Place. 
The  ch&teau  itself  is  also  demolished. 
In  fact  Sedan  has  nothing  of  interest 
to  detain  the  traveller. 

At  Bazeilies,  a  neighbouring  vil- 
lage, is,  or  was,  the  ch&teau  where  Tu- 
renne was  nursed,  and  an  avenue 
planted  by  him.  At  this  place  the 
Comte  de  Soissons  defeated  the  army 
of  Hichelieu  1641,  but  perished  on 
the  field  of  battle. 


ROUTE   180. 

JtHSIMS  TO    LUZEMBOCRG,  BT    STENAT 
AND    LONGWY. 

Rbeims,  in  R.  178. 

17  Isle  (Mame),  in  R.  178. 

23  Pauvres. 

16  Vousiers.  (Ardennes),  a  town 
of  2000  inhabitants,  on  the  I.  bank  of 
the  Aisne. 

13  Bouz  aus  Bols. 

9  Buxaney,  a  bourg  of  less  than 
1000  inhabitants,  retaining  portions  of 
its  old  fortifications,  and  an  entrance 
gate  called  Porte  St.  Germaine.  On 
4he  site  of  tbe  Citadel  is  the  Chateau 
de  la  Cour,  anciently  the  habitation 
of    St.    Remy,    Bishop    of  Rheims. 


To  the  north  of  the  village,  and  in  the 
upper  part  of  it,  stands  the  singular 
edifice  called  Mahomet,  said  to  have 
been    a    mosque     built     by    Pierre 
d'Anglur^,  who  having  followed  Sc. 
Xxniis  to  the  Holy  wars,  was  ta&en 
prisoner  by  the  Saracens,  and  released 
after  a  long  caiptivity,  on  giving  his 
word  of  honour  that  he  would  him- 
self bring  back  his  ransonu     He  ac- 
cordingly sold  part  of  his    lands  to 
raise  the  money,  and  returned,  after 
many  adventures,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  lost  an  eye,  to  the  Sultan, 
who  vtras  80  pleased  with  bis  honour- 
able conduct  that  he  restored  the  gold 
to  the  ChrisUan  knight,  on  the  con- 
dition that  he  should  build  a  mosque  on 
his  return   home.     The    building  is 
constructed  of  large  stones,  and   the 
door  on  the  east  was  originally  the 
only  opening ;  the  windows  have  been 
broken  out. 

The  department  of  the  Meuse  is  en* 
tered  shortly  before  reaching 

21  Stenay,  an  ancient  town  of  3I40 
inhabitants,  once  an  important  frontier 
fortress,  but,  after  its  capture  by  Louis 
XIV.,  its  fortifications  were  rased, 
1654.  It  belonged  to  the  family  of 
Conde  down  to  1 791,  and  the  Vioomte 
de  Turenne,  when  in  rebellion  against 
the  Court  and  Mazarin,  threw  him- 
self  into  it,  and  was  joined  by  the 
Duchessede  Loogueville,  so  celebrated 
in  the  wars  of  the  Fronde.  They 
here  signed  a  treaty  of  alliance  with 
Spain. 

The  country  around  is  flat,  and  sub- 
ject to  inundations  from  the  Meuse. 

15  Montmedy  is  a  fourth  class  for- 
tress, consisting  of  an  upper  town  sur- 
rounded by  8  bastions,  and  a  lower  cme 
badly  fortified.  It  stands  on  the  Chiers, 
a  tributary  of  the  Meuse,  and  was  ta- 
ken from  the  Spaniards  1657.  3169 
inhabitants. 

28  Longuyon. 

18  Longwy  (/n»,  Croix  d'Or;  very 
good,  and  the  only  tolerable  inn  on 
the  road).  This  is  another  fortress ; 
the  works  of  the  upper  town,  were  laid 
out  by  Vauban,  1682,  and  Louis  XI V. 
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styled  it  th«  Iron  Gate  of  Fnmoe,  from 
its  important  military  position,  at  an 
angle  of  the  French  territory  pro- 
jecting  into  Luxembourg.  It  was  ta- 
ken by  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  and  the 
Prussians,  1793,  and  again  1815,  when 
after  a  severe  bombardqient,  and  a  no- 
ble resistance  on  the  part  of  the  French 
General  Ducos  and  a  small  garrison, 
it  surrendered  on  honourable  terms  to 
the  Allies  commanded  by  the  Prince  of 
Hesse-  Homburg. 

Mercy,  the  Bavarian  General,  the 
antagonist  of  le  Grand  Cond^,  at 
Fribourg  and  Nordlingen,  where  he 
fell  nobly  on  the  battle  field  1645, 
was  born  here. 

We  cross  the  French  frontier  and 
enter  the  Duchy  of  Luxembourg  be- 
fore reaching 

6  Aubange, 

Sj  posts,  Luxembourg,  See  Hand- 
sooK  FOR  North  Gekmamt. 


ROUTE  181. 

2TANCT     TO     TRXVXS,      BT      METZ      AND 

THION VILLI. OBSCRMT  OF  THE  MO- 

SXLLX. 

A  small  steamer  navigates  the  Mo- 
selle daily  between  Nancy  (Pont  a 
Mousson),  Metz  and  Treves :  it  takes 
1  day  to  go  from  Treves  to  Metz. 

Tlie  Moselle  flows  at  a  distance  of 
about  7  m.  from  Nancy,  and  is  crossed 
by  our  road. 

17  Belleville. 

11  Font  a  Mousson  (7ftn,  Hdtel 
d*Angleterre),  a  town  of  7218  inbab., 
on  the  Moselle,  here  crossed  by  a  bridge. 
A  fine  Gothic  church,  in  the  style  of 
the  latter  part  of  the.  13th  century, 
and  in  the  square  or  place  which  is 
surrounded  by  arcades,  an  ancient 
mansion,  curiously  decorated  exter- 
nally with  sculptures,  called  MaUon 
des  7  PecMs  CapUaux,  deserve  notice. 
The  buildings  of  the  ancient  Abbaye 
de  St  Marie  are  converted  into  a 
S^minaire. 

This  is  the  birth-Qlace  of  Marshal 


Duroc,  the  friend  of  Napoleon,  in 
whose  arms  be  died  mortally  wound- 
ed at  the  battle  of  Bautzen,  1813.  The 
high  road  here  crosses  the  Moselle  to 
its  right  bank. 

11  La  Lobe. 

The  ruined  Roman  aqueduct,  des- 
cribed p.  559.  is  passed  at  Jouey  aux 
Arches,  5  or  6  m.  before  reaching 

18  MxTz,  in  R.  175. 

17  Mondelange 

The  small  town  of  Richemont  stands 
prettily  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Moselle, 
at  the  confluence  of  the  Orne. 

1 1  ThionviUe  ( Inn ;  H.  du  Luxem- 
bourg :  du  Commerce:  Lion  d*Or),  a 
town  of  5800  inbab. ,  a  fortress  of  third 
class,  constructed  by  Vauban,  con- 
sisting of  1 1  bastions  covered  by  some 
external  works,  and  by  a  fort  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  Moselle.  It  contains 
5600  inhab.  ;  many  of  its  houses  bear 
the  date  of  the  ]6tli  century. 

It  was  taken  from  the  Spaniards 
1558,  by  the  Due  de  Guise,  but 
was  restored  to  Philip  II.  by  the 
treaty  of  Cateau  Cambresis.  The 
Grand  Cond^  while  yetDuc  d'  Enghien, 
captured  it,  1643,  after  3  months  of 
siege,  and  40  days  of  open  trenches. 

17  Sierck,  the  last  town  in  France, 
is  agreeably  situated  on  the  rt.  bank  of 
the  Moselle,  between  the  Stromberg 
and  the  rocks  of  the  valley  of  Monten- 
ach,  surmounted  at  a  considerable 
height  by  an  old  Castle,  commanding 
the  course  of  the  Moselle :  it  is  a  fine 
point  of  view. 

A  little  below  Sierck  is  the  camp  of 
Kunsberg,  thrown  up  by  Vauban,  a 
series  of  fortified  lines,  in  which  Mar- 
shal Villars  arrested  the  march  of 
Marlborough. 

26  Sarrebourg  (3  Pruss.  posts). 

Treves.  Hand-book  for  North 
Germamt. 
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ROUTE  188. 

MRI  TO  LUXBMBOUKOy  Oft  AKU>K, 
LOMOWT. 


Br 


Tlie  Inn  at  Longwy  ia  the  best  and 
almoit  the  ooljr  good  one  on  tlieae 
lines. 

a.  to  Mett. 

17  Mondelange. 

11  ThionTille(p.569.)* 

19  Frisange  (or  2(  poets)  in  Lux- 

enbouig* 


1}  poets,   LuxamoiiaG. 

BOOK   FOE   N.  GeKMAVT. 


Havb- 


b.  to  Arlon. 

17  Mondelange. 

90  Fontoy. 
9  Aumets. 

SO  Longwjr  (  Inn  tolerable ),  a 
fortress ;  the  upper  town  was  fortified 
by  Louis  XIV. >  after  the  treaty  of 
Nymegen. 

Arlon.    Hamd-booc  for  N.  Gxb- 

1CA.KT. 
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ROUTE  183. 

PA»IS    TO    SRUSSELS,    BY   ST.  QVE^nilH, 
CAMBRAI,  AND  VALEKCIENMES. 

To  Valendennes  208  kilom.  « 129 
£ng.  m. 

The  Maile  estafette  takes  no  pas- 
sengers. Diligences  daily,  in  about 
36  hours.  A  Railroad  is  begun  at 
the  end  next  Paris.  From  Valen- 
ciennes to  Brussels,  the  Railway  has 
been  completed  by  the  Belgian  go- 
vernment. 

The  road  quits  Paris  by  the  Fau- 
bourg St.  Martin. 

11  Le  Bourget. 
19  Louvres. 

'  10  La  Chapelle  en  Serval.  On  the 
1.  extends  the  Forest  of  Chantilly 
(Route  1.  p.  8.). 

9  Senlis  {Inny    Grand   Cerf),    a 
•town  of  5000  inhabitants,  having  a 
handsome  cathedral,  built  by  Louis 
XIL 

Here  the  road  to  Peronne  and 
Arras  (R.  185.)  branches  off  to 
the!. 

12  Villeneuve  sur  Verberie.  The 
liver  Oise  runs  parallel  with  our  road 
at  some  distance  on  the  1. 

12  Le  Croix  St.  Ouen. 


8  Compi^gne  (Inns:  La  Cloche 
(?):  —  le  Lion),  a  town  of  8895  in- 
habitants, on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Oise, 
a  little  below  its  junction  with  the 
Aisne.  The  Romans  gave  it  the 
name  Compendiumy  because  their 
military  stores  and  ammunition  of 
all  sorts  were  kept  here.  It  has  been 
a  ^vourite  residence  of  the  French 
monarchs,  with  few  exceptions,  from 
the  time  of  Clovis.  They  often  re- 
paired hither  to  enjoy  the  pleasures 
of  the  chase  in  its  very  extensive 
park  and  neighbouring  forest. 

The  Royal  Palaeey  as  it  at  present 
stands,  is  a  building  of  the  time  of 
Louis  XIV.  and  XV.,  erected  from 
designs  of  Girodet.  Napoleon  added 
a  splendid  hall  or  gallery  :  it  was 
here  that  he  received  his  bride  Marie 
Louisa.  Charles  X.  spent  much  of 
his  time  here,  in  his  favourite  sport 
of  shooting.  The  interior  of  the 
palace  is  elegantly  furnished.  The 
Gardens  are  prettily  laid .  out,  and  a 
sort  of  arbour,  or  berceau  walk,  4800 
feet  long,  leads  from  them  to  the 
forest. 

The  Hotel  de  ViUe  is  a  curious 
Gothic  edifice,  surmounted  by  a 
beffroi  and  turrets. 

The  Forest  occupies  an  area  of 
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newly  90,000  acrei,  and  contains 
•ome  6ne  oak  timber. 

A  camp  for  military  roanceuTres 
b  generally  formed  here  in  the  au- 
tumn. 

Though  the  fortifications  are  now 
entirely  rand*  Compiigne  was  once 
a  strong  place ;  and  it  was  before  its 
walls  that  the  dauntless  Maid  of  Or- 
leans was  made  prisoner  and  en- 
tered on  a  captivity,  which  ended 
only  in  her  misenble  and  cruel 
death,  1436.  She  had  thrown  herself 
into  the  town,  then  besieged  by  the 
Duke  of  Buroundy,  and  had  cou- 
rageously headed  the  garrison  iu  a 
sally  across  the  bridge,  when,  in  re- 
treating last  of  the  rear  guard,  she 
found  the  town-gate  partly  closed,  and 
choked  by  .the  throng  eager  to  escape 
from  the  enemy,  who  closely  pursued 
them.  In  consequence  of  Uiis,  while 
endeavouring  to  protect  the  fugitives, 
andbefore  she  could  obtainan  entrance, 
she  was  seised  by  an  archer  of  Picardy, 
and  transferred  to  John  of  Luxem- 
burg, from  whom  she  was  purchased 
by  the  English.  The  spot  of  her 
capture  is  still  pointed  out,  although 
the  old  bridge,  close  to  which  it  oc- 
curred, has  been  removed,  and  *re* 
placed  by  another  higher  up  the 
stream. 

Steamera  navigate  the  Seine  and 
Oise  from  St.  Germain  up  to  this 
town. 

The  road  ascends  the  valley  of  the 
Oise  on  its  rt.  bank,  by 

]  4  Ribecourt,  to 

10  Noyon  (/nn,  H.  des  Che  va- 
lets), a  very  ancient  town,  on  a 
small  stream,  the  Vorse,  about  a  mile 
from  the  right  side  of  the  Oise,  with 
6000  inhabitants,  remarkable  as  the 
birth-place  of  the  reformer,  John 
Calvin.  It  was  besieged  by  Julius 
Caesar,  wlio  calls  it  Nomodunum  Bel- 
garum,  Charlemagne  resided  here; 
and  Hugues  Capet  was  elected  by  his 
vassals  King  of  France  at  this  place 
in  987. 

The  Cathedral  is  of  interest  to  the 
antiquary  aad  architect.      It  is  a  fine 


Romanesque  edifice^   bc^^n    io   the 
ISth  century,  and  completed    on  a 
uniform  plan  early  in  the  13th.       The 
transepts  and  nave  have  semicineular 
terminations.     The  lower  arches  and 
the  9  side-chapels  outside  the    cboir 
are  Hound ;  the  triforium  gallery  ron- 
ning  above  them  has  Pointed  suncbes. 
This  church  presents  an   interesting 
example  of  the  transition  from  the 
Round  to  the  Pointed  st^'le. 
It  is  a  billy  stage  to 

9  Guiscard. 

The  road  crosses  the  ridge  dlTidiug 
the  basin  of  the  Seine  from  that  €ii  the 
Somme,  and  enters  the  Dept.  of  the 
Somme  before  reaching 

10  Ham  {Imu:  H.  de  France :  — 
Comet  d*Or),  a  small  town  on  the 
Somme,  surrounded  by  marshesy  with 
1 663  inhabitants.  Its  CUadel  has  been 
much  strengthened  by  modern  works, 
so  as  to  be  now  s  fortress  of  import- 
ance :  it  serves  as  a  ^ate  prison^  for 
which  purpose  it  is  well  6tted.  The 
central  tower,  or  donjon,  is  J  00  A. 
high,  100  ft.  wide,  and  the  walb  are 
of  masonry,  36  ft.  thick.  It  was  built 
1470  by  the  Comte  de  Sl  Pol,  after- 
wards beheaded  by  Louis  XL,  and 
bears  over  the  gate  liis  motto,  '*  Mon 
Mieux.'*  The  Prince  de  Polignac^ 
and  3  other  ministers  of  Charles  X., 
who  signed  the  fatal  Ordonnances  of 
July  25,  1830,  were  confined  here» 
and  Prince  Louis  Napoleon  now  ex- 
piates his  folly  in  its  dungeon^ 
Strangers  are  not  admitted. 

The  Churcfi  is  said  to  be  an  in- 
teresting building,  and  contains  some 
curious  bas.reliefs. 

General  Foy  was  born  here. 

Between  Ham  and  a  village  called 
Nesle,  Henry  V.  crossed  the  Sorome^, 
by  a  ford  which  the  French  bad  left 
unguarded,  with  his  brave  army, 
which,  2  days  after,  fought  and  gained 
the  battle  of  Azincour,  1415.  (See 
p.  4.) 

11  Roupy. 

8  St.  Qubntin  {Inns:  H,  d'An* 
gleterre  (?),  a  flourishing  manu- 
facturing town,  whose  population  has 
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lAore  than  doubled  in  25  years,  and 
now  amounts  to  25,000.  It  was  the 
ancient  capital  of  the  Vermandois, 
the  *'  Augusta  Viromanduorum  **  of 
the  Romans,  and  is  situated  on  the 
Somme  (Samarobriva  of  Cssar). 

The  principal  Church,  once  colle- 
giate, is  less  known  than  it  ought  to 
be.    It  is  one  of  the  finest,  boldest,  and 
purest  Gothic  buildings  in  this  part  of 
Belgic  Gaul.    The  vault  of  the  roof  is 
127  ft  high.     It  contains  some  good 
painted  glass.  The  King  of  France  was 
premier  canon  of  this  church,  and  the 
chapter  possessed  privileges  over  the 
municipal  community  which  kept  up 
constant    feuds    between   tovm   and 
gown,  and  which  continued,  more  or 
less,   until  chapter   and   community 
sustained  a  simultaneous  annihilation. 
The  Hotel  de  ViUe  is  a  very  fine  spe- 
cimen of  these  structures,   in  what 
may  be  termed  the  flemish- Gothic 
style ;  and  this>  and  many  other  por- 
tions of  the  town,  afford  good  subjects 
for  the  pencil.    It  probably  dates  from 
the  15th  century. 

The  wharfs  on  the  banks  of  the 
Somme  bear  testimony  to  the  increas- 
ing consumption  ofcoalin  this  district. 
It  is  brought  from  the  vicinity  of 
Valenciennes,  Cond^,  and  Mons,  by 
the  canal  de  St  Quentin,  and  is  of 
an  inferior  quality,  but  it  is  exten- 
sively employed  in  the  various  manu- 
factures which  are  springing  up,  and 
which  may  hereafter  become  formi- 
dable rivals  to  our  interests. 

St.  Quentin  is  the  centre  of  the 
manufbcture  of  Linen  Cloths  (toile 
de  fil),  muslins,  and  gauzes  (battistes 
et  gases),  which  spread  over  the 
country  for  SOm.  around,  as  far  as 
Cambrai,  Bapeaume,  and  Peronne. 
Flanders  and  Picardy  furnish  thejlax: 
the  finest  quality  comes  from  March  i- 
ennes ;  that  of  St.  Quentin  is  coarse. 
The  weavers  are  obliged  to  work  be- 
low ground  and  in  cellars,  by  the 
moist  and  even  temperature  of  which 
they  are  alone  enabled  to  prevent  the 
fine  thread  breaking.  It  has  been 
calculated  that  100,000  persons  are 


employed  in  weaving  and  spinning 
flax.  Cotton  spinmng  and  weaving 
also  employ  a  great  many  hands. 

Under  the  walls  of  St.  Quentin  was 
fought  (July  28, 1557)  the  celebrated 
hattie  between  the  Spanish  troops,  com- 
manded by  Emanuel  Philibert,  Duke 
of  Savoy,  and  Ferdinand  Gonzaga, 
and  the  French,  headed  by  Coligny 
and  the  Conn^table  Anne  de  Mont- 
morency, in  which  the  latter  were 
entirely  routed.  Queen  Mary  of 
England  aided  her  husband  Philip  II. 
on  this  occasion  with  a  considerable 
levy  of  English  troops,  under  the 
command  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
who  contributed  not  a  little  to  the 
victory.  This  defeat  left  Paris  un- 
protected ;  and  had  the  victors  pro- 
fited by  their  advantage,  France  and 
Spain  might,  perhaps,  have  been 
united  into  one  vast  monarchy.  But 
Philip,  who  joined  the  army  after  the 
battle,  hesitated,  and  occupied  him- 
self in  the  siege  of  the  town,  which, 
just  capable  of  defence,  might  with 
safety  have  been  left  in  the  occupation 
of  the  French  garrison.  Commanded 
by  Coligny  and  Jarnac,  the  town 
sustained  eleven  assaults  before  it  was 
taken.  The  inhabitants  were  treated 
with  great  cruelty,  the  Spaniards  re- 
venging themselves  upon  the  bur- 
gesses, who  had  defended  the  town 
walls  with  great  valour.  Even  the 
clergy  were  not  spared,  and  they  all 
quitted  the  town,  and  did  not  return 
until  St.  Quentin  was  restored  to 
France  by  the  treaty  of  Chateau  Cam- 
bresis,  1559. 

Diligences  daily  to  Lille  and  Douai ; 
to  Laon  and  Rheims  (R.  187.);  to 
Paris;  to  Avesnes;  to  Amiens,  and  to 
Brussels. 

The  canal  of  St,  QMeniin  is  of  great 
importance  to  the  town ;  it  connects 
the  basin  of  the  Somme  with  that  of 
the  Scheldt,  and  is  carried  through 
the  intervening  hills  by  tunnels,  one 
at  Tronquoi,  half  a  mile  long,  another 
at  Riqueval,  8}  m.  long,  cut  through 
the  solid  rock :  it  is  20  ft  high  and 
20  fU  broad ;  it  admits  only  one  barge 
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to  pMt  at  a  time,  tow«d  by  men.  By 
Bitiant  of  this  canal,  a  communicatioa 
U  opened  between  the  riYer  Scheldt 
and  the  extreme  eastern  departments 
of  France  and  the  Atlantic,  through 
the  rivers  Sorome,  Seine,  and  Loire ; 
h  was  completed  by  Napoleon  in 
1810;  it  enters  the  Oise  at  Chauny. 
It  runs  parallel  with  our  road  as  far 
as  Cambrsi. 

14  BelUcourt  The  road  is  hilly 
to  Qunbrai.  Near  the  little  village 
of  Castelet,  traversed  by  the  road,  the 
Scheldt  (L'Escaut)  rises  from  bdiind 
the  gardens  of  Mont  St  Martin ;  it 
issues  from  an  arch  in  the  side  of  a 
hill. 

14  Bonavy. 

1 1  Cambrai  ( Inns  H.  de  TEurope ; 
formerly  au  Grand  Canard ;  good)  is 
an  industrious  and  considerable  town 
and  fortress  on  the  Scheldt,  with 
19,000  inhabitants,  principally  re- 
maricable  for  the  fine  muslin  manu- 
factured here,  named  by  the  English, 
after  the  place  where  it  is  made, 
Camlnric*  The  Revolution  stripped 
it  of  all  its  principal  ornaments.  It 
was  the  episcopal  see  of  the  venerable 
F4n^lon,  author  of  T61^maque,  who 
was  buried  here.  The  sacrilegious 
hands  of  the  revolutionists,  in  1799, 
tore  his  body  from  the  peaceful  grave, 
and  melted  the  lead  of  his  coffin  into 
bullets.  The  beautiful  Cathedral  was 
utterly  rased  to  the  ground  at  the 
same  time.  By  way  of  making  some 
atonement  for  the  outrage,  a  handsome 
monument  was  erected  to  his  memory 
in  1825,  in  the  present  cathedral,  a 
modern  church  of  indifferent  ardii- 
tecture.  His  statue,  **  half  rising  from 
an  altar  tomb,  apparently  ready  to 
obey  the  sound  of  the  last  trumpet, 
is  not  ill  conceived  nor  executed." 
The  three  bas*reliefs  represent  me- 
morable events  of  his  life — the  edu- 
cation of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,— 
the  Archbishop  attending  the  wounded 
soldier  after  the  battle  of  Malplaquet, 
—and  the  cow  restored  to  the  peasant 
His  remains  are  deposited  beneath 
the  monument,  which  is  the  work  of 


Danndj  the  sculptor.  An  ancient  Greek 
painting  of  the  Virgin,  attrilnited,  as 
is  usual  with  pictures  of  this  classy  to 
St.  liuke,  is  preserved  in  the  ca- 
thedral, and  is  jret  carried  in  pfo- 
cession. 

Of  the  12  churches  which  existed 
before  the  Revolution,  2  alone  reniMD. 
The  only  other  public  building  of 
consequence  is  the  H^l  de  ViUe,  of 
modem  construction.  Cunbrai  is 
called  Camaracum  in  the  Itinenuy  of 
Antonine. 

Cambrai  is  celebrated  in  the  annals 
of  diplomacy  for  the  famous  Let^gmt 
against  the  rqiublic  of  Venice  con- 
cocted here  in  1508:  a  treaty  of  peace 
between  Charles  V.  and  Francis  L 
was  also  signed  in  1529.  Candmd 
was  taken  by  a  detachment  of  the 
British  army  under  Sir  Charles  Col- 
ville,  June  24, 1815.  It  is  the  native 
place  of  the  historian  Monstrelet,  and 
of  General  Dumouriez,  (1799). 

Hie  CancU  <^St.  Quentin  begins  at 
Cambrai,  where  it  issues  out  of  the 
Scheldt :  it  joins  the  Oise  at  Chauny. 
It  is  of  the  highest  importance  in 
promoting  the  industry  and  pros- 
perity of  the  district  through  which 
it  passes. 

15  m.  £.  of  Cambrai  lies 

Le  Cateau  CambregiSf  famous  for 
the  treaty  signed  there  ( 1 595)  between 
Philip  II.  and  Henri  II.  It  was 
also  the  birth-place  of  Marshal  Mcn*- 
tier,  Duke  of  Treviso,  who  perished 
in  Paris  by  Fieschi's  assassination- 
machine.  Cateau  was  the  head 
quarters  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
when  he  entered  France  in  1815: 
hence  he  issued  his  order  to  his  troops 
to  abstain  from  pillage,  and  to  main- 
tain the  strictest  discipline. 

14  Bouchain,  a  small  second  class 
fortress  on  the  Scheldt 

On  quitting  Bouchain  the  road 
passes,  on  the  1.,  Denam,  the  battle- 
field where  Marshal  Villars  defested 
and  made  prisoner  Lord  Albemarle;, 
commander  of  the  allied  forces,  posted 
in  a  strong  position,  1712.  An  obe* 
lisk  was  erected  on  the  field  to  cobi-> 
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memorate  the  success,  with  these  lines 
of  Voltaire : 

*'  Regardez  dans  Denain  TaudadeuiE  Villars 
Disputant  le  toonerre  d  Paigle  dec  C^san,'* 

The  innermost  douane  to  be  passed 
on  entering  France  is  at  Douchy. 

On  approaching  Valenciennes  the 
road  passes  the  great  coal-field  of  the 
I^partenaent  du  Nord,  the  most  im- 
portant in  France,  discovered  about 
1736,  in  a  portion  of  Hainault  which 
was  not  ceded  to  France  until  1678. 
It  is  a  prolongation  of  the  Belgian 
coal-field.  The  chief  collieries  are  at 
Anzin,  Denain,  Lourches,  Fresnes, 
Vieux  Cond6,  &c»:  40  mines  are 
worked  in  this  district :  some  of  them 
are  1640  ft.  deep.  Paris  is  supplied 
with  a  large  quantity  of  coal  from 
hence  by  the  canal  of  St.  Quentin, 
and  the  fuel  derived  from  hence  im- 
parts life  to  the  numerous  and  varied 
manufactures  scattered  over  the  in- 
dustrious D^partement  du  Nord,  in- 
cluding SOOO  manufiictories  around 
the  walls  of  Valenciennes,  within  a 
circle  of  10  or  15  m. 

1 8  Valekcxznnbs  (^Inns  .*  La  Poste : 
—  Le  Canard :  — >  La  Biche :  —  La 
Gour  de  France),  a  fortress  of  the 
second  class,  with  a  strong  citadel 
constructed  by  the  engineer  Vauban, 
is  a  dark  and  ill-built  town  lying  on 
the  Scheldt,  fuid  has  a  population  of 
22,000  souls.  In  1798  it  was  taken 
by  the  Allies  under  the  Duke  of  York 
and  G^ieral  Abercromby,  aflter  a 
siege  of  84  days  and  a  severe  bom- 
bardment, which  destroyed  a  part  of 
the  town:  it  was  yielded  back  next 
year.  In  the  grand  square,  or  Place 
d'Armes,  are  situated  the  Motel  de 
Viffe,  a  fine  building,  half  Gothic,  half 
Italian  in  style,  built  1612,  and  con- 
taining S  pictures  by  Rubens  (?), 
brought  from  the  Abbey  of  St. 
Amand  ;  the  Beffroi,  170  ft.  high, 
built  12S7,  fell  1843,  and  caused  a  se- 
rious loss  of  life ;  the  Theatre,  The 
ChurckqfSt,  Gery  is  the  principal  one. 

The  celebrated  Valenciennes  Lace 
is  manufactured  here,  and  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  fine  cambric. 


This  is  the  birth-place  of  Watteau, 
the  painter,  of  Froissart,  the  historian, 
and  of  the  minister  D'Argenson. 

On  entering  France,  passports  must 
be  delivered  up  here ;  and  on  quitting 
the  country  they  are  strictly  examined 
by  the  police. 

The  country  around  Valenciennes 
offers  no  picturesque  beauty;  the.rivers 
are  sluggish,  and  have  flat  uninte- 
resting banks. 

There  is  a  triple  row  of  French 
custom-houses  on  this  frontier;  and 
the  repeated  searches  to  which  the 
traveller  is  subjected  are  often  very 
annoying,  and  occasion  considerable 
delay. 

The  great  Railroad  of  Belgium  has 
extended  a  branch  from  Brussels,  by 
Mons  and  Quievrain,  to  Valen- 
ciennes. See  North  GsaMAN  Hand- 
book. 

Diligences  to  Paris ;  to  Mezieres, 
Sedan,  and  Strasburg  ;  to  Peronne ; 
to  Lille  and  Calais;  to  Maubeuge 
and  Avesnes. 

The  road  and  railway  from  Valen- 
ciennes to 

Brussels  (11^  posts)  are  described 
in  the  Hand-Book  for  North  Gxr- 

MANT. 

ROUTE  185. 

PARIS  TO  ULLE  BT  PEROKNX  AND 
ARRAS,  AND  FROM  ULLE  TO  DUN- 
XKRQUE. 

220  kilom.  »  134  £ng.  m.  to 
Lille. 

ZHUgences  daily  in  24  hours.  The 
road  is  uninteresting. 

The  Malleposte  follows  Route  1.  by 
Amiens  and  Douliens  to  Arras.  The 
distance,  238  kilom.,  is  performed  in 
18  hours. 

The  road  as  far  as 

43  Senlis  will  be  found  in  Route. 
183. 

12  Pont  St.  Mazence  is  prettily, 
situated  on  the  Oise,  and  its  Bridge 
was  built  by  the  architect  Peyronnet. 

12  Bois  de  Lihus. 
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10  Gournay-sur^Aronde. 

7  Cimlly. 

7  Conchy  let  Pots. 
IS  Roye.  — Inn,  Gimnd  Cerf. 

9  Fonches. 

7  March^  le  Pot. 
IS  Ptnmne,  {Inna :  Hotel  St. Mar- 
tin :—H.  d'Angleterre),  a  fortress  on 
the  N.  bank  of  the  Somme.  It  bore 
the  epithet  **  la  Pucelle,"  because  it 
never  was  captured  by  an  enemy  down 
to  1 81 5,  when  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
took  it  by  assault,  and  deprived  it  for 
ever  of  its  virgin  reputation.  He  tlius 
describes  its  capture  in  his  Despatches : 
**  I  attacked  Peronne  with  the  first 
division  of  British  Guards,  under 
Major- Gen.  Maitland,  on  the  26th  in 
the  afternoon.  Tbe  troops  took  the 
hornwork  which  covers  the  suburb  on 
the  1.  of  the  Somme  by  storm,  with 
but  small  loss,  and  the  town  immedi- 
ately afterwards  surrendered,  on  the 
condition  that  the  garrison  should  lay 
down  their  arms  and  be  allowed  to 
return  to  their  homes*** — June  26th, 
1815.  The  number  of  the  inhabitants 
in  the  town  eiceeds  4000.    ' 

It  was  in  the  Castle  of  Peronne  that 
Charles  the  Bold  detained  the  crafty 
Louis  XL    his  prisoner,  in  the  way 
so   admirably  described    in    Quentin 
Durward,  on  receiving  intelligence  of 
the  revolt  of  the  Liegeois,  and  restored 
him  to  liberty  only  aAer  he  had  signed 
conditions   most  disadvantageous  to 
himself,  and  known  in  history  as  the 
"  treaty  of  Peronne."     The  Castle  is 
much  dilapidated,  and  a  large  part  is 
probably  not  older  than  the  16th  cen- 
tury, yet  there  remain  many  dismal 
dungeons  on  the  ground-floor.     The 
chamber  occupied  by  Louis  is  still 
pointed  out  in  the  Tour  Herbert,  and 
beside  it  the  miserable  cell,  on  a  level 
with    the    moat,  where   Charles  the 
Simple  ended   his  day^  a  wretched 
captive.    He  was  bu  ried  in  the  Church 
of  St.  Farcy,   now  destroyed.      The 
Church  of  &t,  John,  near  the  Beffroi, 
in  the  Place,  is  a  handsome  Gothic 
edifice,  apparently  of  the  1 6th  century; 
its  lythe  piers  without  capitals  spread 


out  into  multiplied  groinings  over  the 
roof,  and  it  has  a  little  painted  glass. 
The  situation  of  Peronne  is  unwhole- 
some, •owing  to  the  marshes  which 
surround  it. 

The  road  to  Cambrai  (p.  574.  )  tuns 
off*  here.  That  to  Arras  traverses  a 
flat  open  country,  through 

13  Sailly  and  Bapeaume^     a   dull 
and  dirty  fortress,  where,  hovrever,  a 
good  deal  of  linen  and  muslin  is  made. 
15  Ervillers. 

An  army  of  windmills  announces 
the  approach  to 

1 5  Arrat, — Iwu:  Hotel  de  TCnrope; 
clean,  but  dear :  —  Petit  St.  Paul ;  the 
diligence    bouse,    and    well    recom- 
mended ;  the  post  house  is  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  both.      Anas 
is  a  large  and  fine  city,  formerly  the 
capital  of  the  Pays  d' Artois,  auid  now 
of  the  Dept.  du  Pas  de  Calais  ;  popu- 
lation 23,485.    It  is  a  fortress  of  third 
class,  seated  on  the  Scarpe,  and  the 
passport  regulations  are  strictly-  en- 
forced.     The  entrance,  between  and 
amongst  the  lofty  ramparts,  shaded  by 
loflier  trees,  is  grand  and  imposing. 
In  the  interior  it  has  quite  tbe  charac- 
ter of  a  Flemish  town,  especially  in 
its  Grande  PUtcey  surrounded  by  gables 
faced  houses,  terminating  in  scallops 
and  scroll  work  supported  on  open 
arcades.    On  one  side  of  it  stands  tbe 
H6tel  de  ViUct  a  rather  pleasing  struc- 
ture in  the  latest  Gothic,  resembling 
our  Elizabethan,  built,  it  is  said,  by 
the  Spaniards  while  they  were  masters 
of  Arras.     The  Revolution  raged  here 
with  exceeding  violence,  a  matter  of 
little  surprise  when  it  is  remembered 
that  Arras  was  the  birth-place  of  tbe 
monsters  Max*.  R<^spierre  and    his 
brother.     They  were  the  sons  of  an 
advocate  who  abandoned  them  in  their 
childhood,  and  went  to  America,  and 
they  were  educated  at  the  College  here, 
and  maintained  by  the  charity  of  some 
of  the  clergy  of  St.  Waast.     It  is  said 
that  in  one  street  all  the  inhabitants 
were  guillotined,  whence  it  was  called 
the  <<  Rue  sans  tetes.  '*     One  ^ect  of 
this  fuiy  was  the  desecration  of  the 


Aktois. 
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greater  portion  of  the  religious  edificec* 
The  Cathedral  fell  like  the  rest,  and 
only  a  fragment  of  it  remains  near  the 
Place.  The  present  Cathedrai,  though 
in  the  form  of  a  Latin  cross,  with  fly- 
ing buttresses,  is  a  pure  Italian  edifice. 
Its  interior,  supported  on  classic  co- 
lumns, with  side  aisles  and  traoseptSi 
is  plain  but  handsome. 

Damiens,  who  attempted  to  assassi- 
nate l«ouis  X  v.,  was  a  native  of  Arras. 
The  cotton  marmfacture  is  carried 
on  to  a  considerable  extent  here. 

Diligences  to  I«ille,  Cambrai)  Douay, 
Dunkerque,  Amiens,  8lc 

A  few  miles  beyond  Arras,  a  slight 
ascent  is  surmounted,  and  tbepce  a 
level  plain,  most  fertile  and  most 
carefully  cultivated,  producing  vast 
quantities  of  beet*  root  for  sugar,  and 
of  CoUa  (Brassica  campestris),  a  sort 
of  cabbage,  which  ip  crushed  for  oil, 
extends  all  the  way  to  LiUe. 

17  Lens.  Here  Cond^  gained  a 
victory  over  the  Spaniards  1 678.  A 
little  farther,  and  the  canal  of  the 
Deule  is  crossed,  connecting  Lille 
with  Douay. 

11  Carvin. 

About  200  windmills  are  grouped 
around  the  walls  of  Lille  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  road  to  Paris :  they  are 
used  for  grinding  rape  seed  and  other 
oleaginous  grains  for  oIL  There  are 
however  not  less  than  600  windmills 
in  this  commune,  which  has  lately 
taken  the  name  of  Moulins  in  conse- 
quence. The  entrance  to  the  city  is 
by  a  sort  of  triumphal  arch,  sur- 
mounted by  a  firontispiece  in  the 
fashion  of  a  screen  propped  up  behind, 
filled  with  the  trophies  of  the  glory 
of  Louis  XIV.    It  was  erected  1682. 

18  LiLLK.  Flem.  Eyssel.  —  Inns: 
H.  de  TEurope ; good: — <le  Bellevue : 
—  de  Commerce. 

This  city  of  72,000  inhabitants  is 
important  both  as  a  fortress  of  the 
first  order  for  its  strength,  forming  the 
central  point  of  the  defence  of  France 
on  her  N.  frontier,  and  as  a  popu- 
lous and  industrious  seat  of  manu- 
facture, rankiiig  seventh  among  the 

France, 


cities  of  France.  It  is  chef  Ijeu  <^the 
D^partement  du  Nord,  and  was 
formerly  capital  of  French  Flanders. 
The  streams  of  the  Haute  and  Basse 
Deule  traverse  the  town,  filling  its 
moats  and  turning  the  wheels  of  its 
mills,  and  they  are  connected  by  a 
canal,  by  mea^i  of  which  the  country 
for  1^  m.  around  the  walls  can  be 
laid  under  water. 

There  are  no  £ne  public  buildings 
proportioned  to  the  siae  and  wealth  of 
the  city,  and  its  objects  of  interest  for 
the  passing  traveller  are  few,  as  may 
be  judged  of  by  the  following  enu- 
meration, unless  he  be  a  military  man. 

Its  Citadel  is  considered  a  master- 
piece of  the  skill  of  Vauban,  who  was 
governor  of  it  for  many  y^ars.  It  is 
a  regular  pentagon,  furnished  with  all 
the  accessories  which  engineering 
skill  can  suggest,  especially  since  the 
siege  of  1 792,  and  so  strong,  because 
commanded  by  no  point,  and  capable 
of  isolation  by  breajcing  the  canal 
dykes  and  filling  its  wide  moats,  that 
it  is  deemed  iropr^oable.  A  great 
deal  of  misery,  however,  and  enor- 
mous destruction  of  property,  and  in- 
jury to  agriculture  would  follow  an 
inundation.  The  citadel  is  separated 
from  the  towp  by  the  JEsplanade,  a 
wide  drilling  ground,  which  serves 
also  as  a  public  walk,  being  planted 
with  trees  and  traversed  by  the  canal. 
Lille  was  captured  from  the  Spaniards 
by  Louis  XIV.  in  1667.  At  different 
periodS)  and  under  different  masters, 
it  has  stood  7  distinct  sieges;  the 
one  most  memorable  for  an  Eng- 
lishman was  that  by  the  allied  armies 
of  Marlborough  and  Eifgene  in  1708, 
of  S  months*  duration,  during  which 
the  war  was  not  merely  waged 
above  ground,  but  the  most  bloody 
combats  were  fought  below  the  sur- 
face between  the  miners  of  the  oppo* 
site  armies,  each  endeavouring  to  sap 
and  undermine  the  galleries  of  his 
opponent.  Boufflers,  the  French,  com- 
mander, after  a  masterly  defence,  was 
compelled' tp  capitulate,  but  upon  the 
most  honourable  terms. 

c  c 
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Tbe  H6tH  de  VUU  wu  anciently 
the  palace  of  tbe  Duket  of  Burgundy. 
It  was  built  by  Jean-sans-Peur, 
14S0,  and  inhabited  by  the  Emperor 
Charles  V.  It  it  a  quaint  rather  than 
a  handsome  edifice,  in  the  late  Gothic 
style,  but  it  has  a  prettily  groined 
staircase  in  one  of  its  tourelles,  and  a 
chapel.  One  division  of  the  building, 
appropriated  to  a  ichool  cf  art^  con- 
tains a  most  interesting  and  valuable 
collection  of  Drawings  by  old  nuuterst 
including  44  by  Raphael!  well  worthy 
the  inspection  of  all  who  take  an  in- 
terest  in  art. 

The  town  also  possesses  a  Mutie, 
where,  among  a  number  of  bad  pic- 
tures, is  one  by  Rubens,  St  Catherine 
rescued  from  the  Wheel  of  Martyrdom, 
painted  for  a  church  in  the  town. 
St.  Cecilia  and  St.  Francis  are  by 
Jimold  de  Vuez  (a  native  artist  of  con- 
siderable merit,  b.  1642) ;  and  there  is 
a  series  of  curious  old  portraits  of 
the  Dukes  of  Burgundy  and  Counts 
of  Flanders. 

The  principal  church  (St.  Maurice) 
is  in  the  Gothic  style  of  tbe  16th 
century,  resting  on  slender  piers,  but 
is  not  very  remarkable. 

The  huge  storehouses  for  com  at 
the  extremity  of  the  Rue  Royate,  a 
street  nearly  a  mile  long,  deserve 
notice.  There  are  some  very  hand- 
some shops  in  the  Rue  Esguirmoise. 

The  tall  chimneys  of  numerous 
mills,  even  within  the  walls,  announce 
tbe  active  industry  which  is  working 
here,  and  show  the  unusual  combina^ 
tion  of  a  fortress  and  manufacturing 
town,  while  the  country  around,  and 
indeed  a  large  part  of  the  D^partement 
du  Nord,  is  like  a  hive  in  population 
and  activity,  not  unworthy  of  being 
compared  with  parts  of  Lancashire 
and  tbe  West  Riding.  The  chief 
manufacture  is  that  of  Jlax  (which  is 
cultivated  in  the  vicinity),  and  is  spun 
into  ordinary  thread,  and  twisted  to 
form  the  kind  called  Lille  thread,  by 
old-fashioned  machines  moved  by 
the  hand,  besides  which  much  linen 
is  woven  here.       In  the  spinning  of 


cotton,  liille  is  a  formidable  rival 
of  the  English.  The  making  of 
tulles  and  cotton  lace  has  fallen  cff. 
The  extraction  of  oils  from  Colza 
and  the  seeds  of  rape,  poppies,  linseed, 
&c. ,  and  the  manufacture  of  sugar fitnn 
beet-root  are  very  important,  having 
given  a  great  impulse  to  agriculture, 
as  well  as  employing  many  hands  and 
hundreds  of  windmills. 

A  Railway  is  completed  from  Lfille 
to  Courtrai  in  Belgium,  passing 
through  the  industrious  tow^ns  of 
Roubaix,(24,000inhab.,  1 1  kilom.)  a 
minor  focus  of  the  cotton  tnant^scture, 
and  Turcoing  (20,000  inhab.)  famed 
for  its  manufacture  of  table  linen. 

At  present  Brussels  may  be  reached 
in  5  or  6  hours  from  Lille,  by  railway. 
Tlie  terminus  at  lille  is  in  the  Fau- 
bourg des  Fives.  (See  Hand-book 
Foa  North  Germany.) 

Diligences  daily  to  Toumay  and 
Brussels,  (N.B.  Railway);  to  £>un- 
kerque  and  Calais ;  to  Amiens  2,  and 
thence  to  Rouen ;  to  Valenciennes  5; 
to  Paris  4,  and  a  malleposte ;  to  Bou- 
logne. 

The  road  to  Dunkerque  is  the  same 
as  tliat  to  Calais  for  the  3  first  stages. 

16  Armentieres,  1  t^       •!.  j  • 

12  BaUleul,         IpT"^'" 

SOCssel,  /Route  188. 

10  Bergues,     1  In  Route  189. 
20  Dunkerque,  j  p.  582. 


ROUTE  187. 

CALAIS  TO  DIJON,  BT  DOUAT,  CAHBRAI, 
ST.  QUENTIN,  ULON,  RHEIMS,  CHA- 
LONS-SUR-MARNE,  AND  TROTBS. 

559  kilom.  »  346^  Eng.  m. 

This  is  the  most  direct  road  for 
travellers  hastening  to  Switzerland  or 
Italy,  and  not  wishing  to  pass  through 
Paris.  By  this  route  they  will  save 
2  or  3  days  on  their  journey,  and  pass 
through  a  series  of  places  possessing 
great  interest.  By  avoiding  Paris, 
they  are  allowed  to  retain  possession 
of  their  passports.     The   country  is 
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interesting,  but  the  road,  as  far  as  Cba- 
lons-sur-Mame,  is  wretched,  rough 
paving  worn  into  holes.  Beyond 
C.  s.  M.  it  is  excel  lent.  Those  who  tra- 
vel by  dUigence  will  not  6nd  a  convey- 
ance direct  to  carry  them  from  one 
end  of  the  journey  to  the  other  with- 
out interruption,  and  may  often  have 
to  wait, at  various  points;  but  they  will 
invariably  meet  with  diligences  run- 
ning  from  one  great  town  to  another. 

Calais  is   described  in   Route  2. 

16  Ardres, 
8  La  Recousse, 

18  St.  Omer, 

18  Aire, 

13  Lillers,  a  town  of  4620  inhab. 
Here  the  first  Artesian  well,  so  called 
from  the  Province  Artois,  was  bored 
by  the  engineer  Belidor,  in  the  last 
century,  and  hence  the  practice  has 
extended  all  over  Europe;  it  had 
been  however  previously  tried  in  Italy. 

IS  Bethune.  The  post-house  is 
outside  the  town,  which  was  formerly 
considered  third  in  importance  in 
Artois.  It  has  6S90  inhabitants.  In 
its  large  market-place  rises  a  singular 
old  beffroi,  a  heavy  square  truncated 
tower,  on  which  a  Gothic  spire  has 
been  engrafted. 

Water  is  scarce  here  and  wells  few 
and  very  deep. 

There  are  2  roads  hence  to  Cambrai. 

Branch  a.  by 

18  Souchez.  A  shady  and  pic- 
turesque village. 

*<  The  country,  which  near  Calais  is 
very  marshy  and  bleak,  gradually  im- 
proves. Very  few  hedges  are  seen.  The 
crops  divide  the  ownerships,  and  some 
growths  become  apparent  to  which 
we  are  not  accustomed  at  home :  flax 
and  hemp  in  great  abundance,  and 
large  strips  of  the  white  poppy,  cul- 
tivated for  the  purpose  of  extracting 
oil  from  the  seed.  The  pale  petals 
have  a  large  lilac  fleck  at  their  base, 
and  the  crop  is  handsome  when  in 
flower.  One  unpleasing  result  of  the 
%vaut  of  hedges  is  the  absence  of 
their  feathered  tenants." — F,  P. 

12  Arras,  (p.  576.) 


24  Marquion. 

1 1   Cambrai.  (p.  574. ) 


Branch  b.  from  Bethune  to 

19  Lens.  (p.  577.) 

2 1  Douai,  ^-  ( Inn:  H.de  Flandres : 
— -  du  Commerce. 

Douai  is  a  town  of  19,153  inhabit- 
ants, surrounded  by  old  fortifications, 
seated  on  the  Scarpe,  defended  by  a 
detached  fort,  about  1^  m.  distant  on 
the  1.  bank.  It  is  the  least  thriving 
place  in  the  D^partement  du  Nord,and 
appears  to  be  falling  off  in  population, 
and  though  it  covers  more  ground 
than  Lille  does  not  contain  half  as 
many  inhabitants.  Like  the  Flemish 
towns  it  has  a  picturesque  i9e^o?,  in  its 
market-place,  rising  above  the  Gothic 
H.  de  VUley  built  at  the  end  of  the 
1 5th  century.  It  possesses  a  library 
of  30,000  vols.,  a  collection  of  pictures, 
and  contains  one  of  the  3  Rayal 
Cannon  Jbunderies  in  France. 

From  the  15th  century,  the  college 
or  seminary  of  Douai,  founded  by  an 
Englishman,  Cardinal  Allen,  has  edu- 
cated Roman  Catholic  priests  for  Eng- 
land and  Ireland.  O'Connell  studied 
here.  There  is  a  considerable  trade  in 
flax  here. 

The  sculptor,  called  John  of  Bo- 
logna, is  supposed  to  have  been  born 
here. 

Every  year,  in  the  early  part  of 
July,  a  curious  procession  paraides  the 
streets  of  Douai,  consisting  of  a  giant 
of  osier,  who  is  called  G^ant  Gay^ 
antf  dressed  in  armour,  30  ft.  high^ 
attended  by  his  wife  and  family,  of 
proportionate  size;  the  giant  doll  is 
moved  by  8  men  enclosed  within  it. 

Diligences  to  Lille,  Cambrai,  and 
Paris. 

15  Bac  en  Bencheul. 

1 1    Cambrai,  in  p.  574. 


11  Bonavy, 
14  Bellicourt, 
13  St.  Quentin, 
10  Cerisy,  a  pretty  vl 

12  La   F^re,  a  fortified  town  of 
2085  inhabitants,  on  the  Oise,  which 

c  c  2 


in  R.  183. 
p.  573,  574. 

lage. 
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we  ber»  cross.     It  has  a  school  of 
artillery. 

Hm  country  Improves  in  pictur- 
e^quenesion  approaehins  Laos,  which 
is  entered  by  a  long  and  steep  ascent. 

24  <*  LaofU — Intif  La  Hure,  t.  e.  the 
Boar*s  Head ;  not  a  splendid  house,  but 
conifortable.r  Laon  is  the  chef  lien  of 
the  D^pC.  de  L'Aisne  (9346  inbab.); 
and  it  may  here  be  remarked,  that  in  a 
small  town  of  ibis  class  there  is  as  much 
difficulty  in  procuring  beds  during 
the  sitting  of  the  Cour  Royale  as 
there  would  be  in  an  assise  town  in 
England. 

**  Laon  is  situated  upon  a  \ohy  and 
almost  isolated  hilU  crowned  by  the 
wMe  Cathedral  (f  Ndtre  Dame,  This 
edi6ce,  which  is  in  a  very  pure  and 
simple  Gothic  style,  much  resembling 
Salisbury,  was  dedicated  Sept.  6. 
1114,  having  been  built  from  the  very 
ground  in  the  space  of  the  two  years 
preceding;  so  that  it  is  a  century 
older  than  an/  specimen  of  the  same 
kind  in  England.  It  has  fire  towers, 
of  which  four  have  very  large,  lofty, 
unglazed  windows,  through  which  the 
light  shines.  The  ftL^t,  with  its 
great  receding  cavem^like  portals  and 
arches,  is  singularly  veneri^le;  and 
the  traveller  will  do  well  to  mark  its 
outline,  for  he  will  here  see,  in  its 
simplest  aspect,  the  type  which  at 
Rheims  is  expanded  to'  the  highest 
grade  of  decoration  and  exuberance. 
As  a  matter  of  taste,  however,  it  may 
be  doubtful  whether  the  simplicity  be 
not  an  satisfactory.  The  c)unr,  like 
our  English  cathedrals,  ends  square. 
The  circular  window  is  remarkable  fat 
its  size,  and  for  its  painted  glass,  of 
which  there  is  more  in  the  choir.  The 
Cathedral  is  much  neglected,  and  the 
cloUters  have  been  demolished  quite 
recently  by  the  Vandalism  of  the 
municipality.  The  Bishop  of  Laon 
was  one  of  the  twelve  eccle«astical 
peers  of  France ;  but  this  dignity  did 
not  deter  thel  citizens  from  Violently 
contesting  his  authorltj.  In  this 
Cathedral  is  preserved  an  ancient 
painting  of   St.    Veronica,    brought 


from  a  suppressed  monaatery,  with  an 
inscription  which  strangely  puzzled 
the  savans  o^  the  age  oi  Louia  qua- 
torze.  It  is  in  the  ancient  Selavoniaa 
dialect  and  character,  merely  indicati  ng 
the  object  which  it  represents.*'-^ 
F,P. 

The  CAurcA  cf  St.  Martin^  on  the 
side  of  the  town  opposite  to  the  catbe- 
dral,  is  chiefly  remarkable  for  its  2 
fine  and  lofty  towers. 

The  Prefectvre  is  established  in  the 
ancient  abbey  of  St.  Jean,  which  also 
contains  the  public  library^  and  the 
H6tel  Dieu  is  the  former  Abbey  (f 
Martin, 

The  grand  massive  tower  of  Louis 
d'Outremer,  one  of  the  oldest  mo- 
numents in  FVance,  has  lately  beea 
pulled  down,  to  make  way  for  a  Cita- 
deUey  which  has  been  deemed  neces^ 
sary  to  defend  this  side  of  France 
from  invasion.  Its  massive  fbunda* 
tions,  however,  have  hitherto  resisted 
the  attempt  to  remove  them.  Near 
the  Porte  St.  Martin  is  a  curious 
Leanijtg  tower,  called  Tour  Penchee, 
or  De  la  Dame  Eve,  inclining  nearly 
10  degrees  out  of  the  perpendicular. 
Queen  Brunehault,  who  fixed  her 
court  at  Laon,  gives  her  name  to  an- 
other tower.  *■  The  fine  masses  of 
the  ancient  walls  and  towers  which  en- 
circle the  towtt)  mixing  with  the  rocks, 
add  much  to  its  picturesque  aspect. 
These  walls  are  said  to  have  been 
built  by  Guillaume  Harulin,  Uie  phy* 
sician  who  attended  Charles  VI.  dur- 
ing his  insanity  ;  so  that,  if  this  tra- 
dition be  correct,  they  give  a  great 
idea  of  his  fees.  There  are  many 
tine  points  of  view  here,  and  perhaps 
none  of  them  are  more  pleasing  than 
those  gained  from  the  summit  of  the 
ramparts.  The  landscape  is  extensive 
and  varied.  Vineyards  clothe  the 
slopes  of  the  hills,  the  plains  are 
covered  with  cultivation,  the  earth 
seems  literally  teeming.  *-*-jF.  P* 

One  of  the  finest  views  of  the  town 
is  from  the  road  called  **  Chemin  des 
Creuttes,"  near  the  Calvary,  on  the 
way  to  the  Abbey  of  St,    Vincent,   of 
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which  no  part  escaped  the  fury  of 
the  democrats,  except  its  outer  walls 
(creuttes),  moated  and  embattled  like 
a  fortress  as  it  was ;  they  now  enclose 
a  private  garden. 

In  March  (9  and  10)  1814,  a 
battlet  which  lasted  2  days,  was  fought 
between  Uie  Allies,  commanded  by 
Blucher  and  Witzingerode,  who  oc- 
cupied the  town  and  neighbouring 
heights,  and  the  French  army,  much 
inferior  to  them  in  numbers.  Here 
the  success  of  Napoleon  was  arrested, 
for  the  first  time  in  the  campaign,  and 
he  was  compelled  to  retire  towards 
Soissons,  with  a  loss  of  6000  men  and 
46  cannon. 

21  Corb^ny.  "  Crossing  the  Aisne, 
the  road  enters  the  ancient  province 
of  Champagne,  which  derives  its 
name  from  the  many  plains  which  it 
contains,  and  which  constitute  its 
great  natural  features,  as  soon  as  you 
advance  beyond  the  borders.** — F,P, 

9  Berry  au  Bac.  "  From  Laon  tlie 
country  continues  varied,  though  less 
hilly,  as  you  approach  Rheims.  It  is 
tolerably  wooded,  and  the  luxuriance 
of  the  wild  flowers,  French  honey- 
suckle, and  many  which  are  culti- 
Tated  in  gardens  with  us,  is  very 
pleasing."— J*.  P. 

19  Rhxims,  in  R.  178.  p.  562. 

«  1 1  Sillery ;  not  the  locality  which 
produces  the  celebrated  Sillery  Cham- 
pagne. That  wine  derives  its  name 
from  Sillery  by  a  secondary  process. 
Under  its  name  is  comprehended  the 
produce  of  the  vineyards  of  Verzenay, 
Mailly,  Raunent,  &c,  situated  at  the 
N.  £.  termination  of  the  chain  of 
bills  which  separate  the  Maine  from 
the  Verle,  and  formerly  belonging  to 
the  Marquis  de  Sillery,  huslMind  of 
Madame  de  Genlis.  Having  been  ori- 
ginally brought  into  vogue  by  the 
greater  care  bestowed  upon  the  manu- 
fkcture  of  it  by  the  Mar^hale  d*£s. 
tr^,  it  was  long  known  by  the  name 
of  Vin  de  la  Mar4chale, 

**  1 9  Les  Grandes  Loges. 

**  The  road  from  Rheims  to  ChiUons 
passes  through  plains  extending  far 


and  wide,  in  which  the  course  of  the 
Mame  may  be  traced  by  the  long 
rows  of  poplars  upon  its  bank,  by  the 
Campi  Catalaunici,  where  the  ffreat 
beUtletook  place  between  the  combined 
armies  of  Rome  and  Theodoric,  and 
the  'innumerable  host*  of  Attila 
(▲.  n.  451).  Here,  as  Gibbon  ob- 
serves, were  assembled  the  natives 
of  the  various  countries  from  the 
Volga  to  the  Atlantic.  The  number 
of  Sie  slain  amounted  to  162,000, 
or,  according  to  another  account, 
300,000.  Attila,  whose  valour  was 
always  guided  by  his  prudence,  had 
waited  for  the  enemy  in  these  plains, 
as  being  best  adapted  to  the  oper- 
ations of  his  Scythian  cavalry.  Great 
as  was  the  slaughter,  the  conflict 
was  undecided  :  Attila  retreated  into 
his  camp,  which  he  had  fortified, 
according  to  the  Scythian  usage,  by 
a  vast  circle  of  the  waggons  in  which 
they  dwelt.  The  allied  armies  sepa- 
rated at  the  moment  when  the  mag- 
nanimous Barbarian  had  resolved,  if 
his  intrenchments  should  be  forced, 
to  rush  headlong  into  the  flames  of 
the  funeral  pile  formed  of  the  saddles 
and  rich  furniture  of  the  cavalry,  and 
thus  to  deprive  his  enemies  of  the 
glory  which  they  might  have  acquired 
by  his  captivity.  Attila  continued 
for  several  days  within  the  circle 
of  his  waggons  after  this  defeat, 
dreading  some  hostile  stratagem; 
but  his  ultimate  retreat  beyond 
the  Rhine  <  confessed  the  last  victory 
which  was  achieved  in  the  name  of 
the  western  «npire.'  Near  the  vil- 
lages of  Chape  and  Cuperly,  about  5 
miles  from  Chalons,  there  are  vestiges 
of  ancient  earth-works,  traditionally 
known  as  the  camps  of  Attila ;  and 
the  expositors  of  the  productions  of 
the  ancient  German  bards  find  the 
battle  of  Chalons  recorded  in  the  Nie- 
belungen  I^y.'*  —  F.  P. 

1 3  Chalons-sur-  M  arne.     (  R.  1 75. 
p.  556,) 

18  Vatry. 

10  Sommesous. 

''After  leaving  Chalons,  the  country 
c  c  3 
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hecome*  less  fertile,  the  crops  genc> 
rally  tMn  and  scanty.  The  vineyards 
of  Champagne  seem  to  be  replaced 
by  plantations  of  Scotch  firs,  which 
add  nothing  to  the  beauty,  and  little 
to  the  shelter  of  the  scenery.  The 
road  continues  straight  before  and 
behind,  marked  in  white  chalk  along 
the  yellow  and  russet  fields.  At 
lengUi  it  begins  to  undulate;  till, 
after  a  long  ascent  and  descent,  you 
reach 

**23  Arcis- sur- Aube.  *- /nn.  La 
Poste  ;  small,  but  decent.** 

9  Vou^. 

19  Tnyes.  (p.  514.) 

19  SI.  Psrre-les-Vaudes. 

14  Bar-Bur- Seine. 
19  Mussy-sur- Seine.  i  |^  ^^^ 

15  ChAtillon-sur- Seine. 

14  Aisey-le-Duc. 

15  Ampilly-Ie-Sec. 
15  Chanceaux. 

39  Dijon,  (p.  517.)  See  Note  in 
p.  584. 


ROUTE  188. 

CALAIS    TO    LILLK    AND    TOITaNAT,   ON 
TflK  WAT  TO  SaVSSILS  BY  CASSZL. 

110  kilom.  A  68  £ng.  m. 

XHHgatces,  d  or  4  daily. 

Calais  in  R  2,  p.  9. 

24  La  Recousee,    1  p   . 

18   St.  Omer,  J  ""  '*  P* 

The  stage  from  St.  Omer  to  Cassel 
may  be  travelled  in  about  2  hours. 
The  latter  part  is  a  very  steep  ascent 
up  a  high  hill,  oti  whose  summit  lies 
the  village  of 

20  Cassel.— H.du  Sauvage;  a  very 
good  inn,  at  which  it  is  worth  while 
in  fine  weather  to  stop  for  a  short  time 
to  enjoy  the  view.  Cassel  is  an  ancient 
town  of  4234  inhabitants.  Here  at 
length  the  country  becomes  more  in- 
teresting. Cassel  is  most  agreeably 
situated  on  a  hill  commanding  "  one 
of  the  most  extensive  views  in  Eu- 
rope. Although  it  has  no  striking 
features,  it  cannot  be   contemplated 


3. 


without  deep  intnvst,  as  exhibiting 
OB  a  clear  day  an  unusually  extensive 
tract  of  highly  cultivated  and  pro- 
ductive country.  Its  most  remarlu 
able  feature  is,  that  the  horixon  is 
almost  equally  distant  in  every  direc- 
tion, as  no  rising  ground  intemipis 
the  sight.**  It  extends  over  tlie  flat 
and  fertile  plains  of  Flandera,  and  as 
far  as  the  white  cliffs  of  England,  into 
3  different  kingdoms;  includes  32 
towns  and  100  villages.  St.  Omer, 
Dunkerque,  Ypres,  Ostend,  and  tlie 
beautiful  steeple  of  Hazebrouk,  are 
the  most  prominent  objects  :  no  fresh- 
water is  visible  in  this  vast  expanse. 
Mont  Cassel  is  only  800  Eng.  ft. 
high :  it  was  one  of  the  principal 
signal  stations  of  the  great  trigono- 
metrical survey  carried  on  during  the 
reign  of  Napoleon.  A  small  naap  of 
the  country  visible  may  be  purchased 
on  the  spot  for  20  sous. 

The  gardens  and  grounds  of  the  late 
General  Vandamm^  who  was  born 
here,  are  c<miinonly  shown  to  stran* 
gers,  and  are  very  tastefully  laid  out. 
The  stable  is  worthy  of  remark,  en 
account  of  its  sise. 

'*  Flemish  is  the  general  language 
of  the  entire  population  in  the  north- 
em  parts  of  the  D^partement  duNord: 
it  is  spoken  at  Cassel,  and  as  far  as 
Watel.**  —  G,  C.  L. 

20  Batlleul.*~/nn,  Faucon. 

12  Armentidres,  a  town  of  7700 
inhalKtants,  mostly  weavers.  —  The 
road  here  almost  touches  upon  the 
Belgic  fVontier. 

16  LkLLX,  in  R.  185.  p.  577. 

The  quickest  and  best  mode  of 
reaching  Brussels  from  Lille  is  to 
take  the  railway  by  Courtrai  and 
Mechlin.     (Seep.  578.) 

1 1  Pont  k  Tressin  is  the  last  post 
station  in  France;  the  custom  house 
is  about  3  m.  beyond  it. 

1  described    in 

14    Toumay,  Hand- Book 

Brussels,  9i  post%   ^for    North 

Grrmakt. 
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ROUTE  189. 

CALAIS  TO  DUNKBBQUX  AKD    COaATAAI 
BT  QRAVtiLXirsS  AND  BEHOVES. 

51  kilom.  as  31^  £ng.  m.  to  Ber- 
gucs,  and  8  posts  thence  to  Courtni. 

DiHgertces  twice  a  day  to  Dunkerque 
in  5  hours. 

Calais,  in  R.  2.  p.  9. 

It  is  a  good  road  to 

20  Gravelinet. 

A  fortress,  and  desolate-looking 
small  town,  with  grass  growing  in  its 
streets ;  it  has  3000  inhabitants*  *<  It 
is,"  to  use  the  words  of  an  old  writer, 
«  very  strong,  by  reason  that  they  can 
drown  it  round  in  4  hours,  so  as 
no  land  shall  be  within  a  mile  of  it.'* 
It  is  surrounded  by  a  plain,  once  a 
vast  marsh,  below  the  level  of  the  sea, 
nearly  20  milet  long  by  12  broad; 
almost  all  this  can  be  laid  under  water 
in  case  of  need,  to  ward  off  a  hostile 
invasion  on  this  side  of  France.  At 
present  this  district  supports  a  po- 
pulation of  60,000.  It  is  protected 
from  the  sea  by  the  dunes  or  sand- 
hills, and  is  gradually  being  drained 
by  its  inhabitants.  It  would  cost  the 
arrondissement  10  millions  of  francs 
to  repair  the  damage  caused  by  ad- 
mitting the  waters  upon  the  land. 

The  Emperor  Charles  V.  here  paid 
a  visit  to  Henry  VIII.,  on  his  return 
from  his  interview  with  Francis  I.,  at 
the  Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold,  1520. 

Beyond  Gravelines  the  road  is 
paved. 

21  Du NKXRQUE  (JnTM:  Hotel  de 
Flandres;  very  good,  and  not  dear. 
Charges  -stable  d*hote  at  6,  good,  2  j 
francs;  breakfast,  with  eggs,  1  fr. 
75  c.  :  —  Chaperon  Rouge),  a  con- 
siderable fortified  town  and  sea- 
port, with  25,400  inhabitants.  Large 
sums  have  been  expended  in  en- 
deavouring to  clear  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour  from  the  bar  of  sand  which 
obstructs  it,  by  means  of  basins  and 
sluices,  which  are  filled  by  the  flowing 
of  the  tide,  and  discharged  at  low 


water,  so  as  to  scour  a  efaaniiel  through 
the  mud.  They  are  said  to  hsre  failed 
in  producing  the  results  anticipated. 
Dunkerque  nevertheless  is  the  best 
harbour  which  France  possesses  in  the 
N,  sea,  and  ranks  fourth  in  the  value 
of  its  exports  and  imports  of  all  the 
seaports  in  the  kingdom.  It  serves  as 
the  outlet  for  the  manufacturing  dis- 
trict of  the  D^pt.  do  Nord. 

The  Q^utd^  usually  crowded  with 
vessels,  and  pier,  extending  far  into 
the  sea,  are  worth  seeing:  so  is  the 
Corinthian  portico  of  the  church  of 
St.  Ehiy  a  handsome  but  most  in- 
congruous frontispiece  to  a  Gothic 
building ;  in  front  of  it  is  a  fine  de- 
tached Gothic  BelfVy,  containing  the 
chimes. 

There  is  an  EnglUh  JProtestant 
Church  here,  a  proof  of  the  number 
of  British  subjects  settled  at  Dun- 
kenque. 

In  the  Place  Dauphine  is  the  btut 
of  John  Bart,  a  famous  9ear.ciq>tain, 
bom  here. 

Dunkerque'owes  its  origin  to  a  chapel 
l^uilt  by  St.  Eloi  in  the  7th  century, 
among  the  Dunes  or  sandhills,  and 
thence  comes  its  name, "  Church  of  the 
Dunes.**  After  having  been  hardly 
won  by  the  English  under  Oliver 
Cromwell  from  the  Spaniards,  1656, 
it  was  basely  sold  by  Charles  II.  to 
Louis  XIV.  for  6  millions  of  francs. 

By  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  (1715), 
the  French  were  compelled  to  demo- 
lish the  town  and  fortifications,  and 
an  English  commissioner  was  actu- 
ally sent  hither  to  ascertain  that  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  were  com- 
plied with  to  the  letter ;  a  source  of 
deep  humiliation  to  French  pride,  but 
of  more  immediate  misery  to  the  poor 
inhabitants.  The  port  and  fortifica- 
tions were  not  restored  and  rebuilt 
until  1740. 

The  country  around  is  little  better 
than  a  dreary  waste  of  sandhills  thrown 
up  by  the  wind.  It  was  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  them  that  Turenne  de- 
feated, in  1658,  the  Spanish  army  under 
Don  John  of  Austria  and  the  Great 
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Cood<»  who  bad  tided  at  that  time  with 
the  enemies  ot  France,  in  the  BiMk  cf 
the  Ihma.  The  siege  of  the  town 
had  been  commenced  by  Masarin,  at 
the  dictation  of  Cromwell,  whose  fleet 
blockaded  it  by  sea.  The  Spaniards, 
unprovided  with  artillery,  advanced  to 
attack  the  French,  by  marching  dose 
to  the  sea.  Cond6  remonstrated  in 
▼ain  with  Don  John  against  a  mea- 
sure so  perilous :  *'  Vous  ne  connais- 
ses  pas,  M.de  Turenne,'*  said  he;  *<on 
ne  fiut  pas  impun6ment  des  fautes  de- 
▼ant  un  si  grand  homme  ;**  and  just  as 
action  began  he  turned  to  the  young 
Duke  of  Gloucester,  and  asked  if  be 
bad  ever  been  in  a  battle  before  ?  **  No," 
answered  the  Duke.  *'  Then  you  will 
see  one  lost  in  half  an  hour.'*  TLe  ac- 
tion was  commenced  by  6000  English 
soldien  of  Cromwell,  commanded 
by  Lockhart,  his  ambassador,  who 
formed  the  left  wing  of  the  French 
army,  and  distinguished  themselves 
eminently :  their  charge  carried  every 
thing  before  it,  and  contributed  not  a 
little  to  the  result.  The  Duke  of 
York  (afterwards  James  II.)  fought 
in  the  opposite  ranks,  at  the  head  of  a 
regiment  of  Cavaliers,  and  it  was  from 
them  that  their  fellow-countrymen  suf- 
fered most  The  Spaniards  lost  4000 
men,  and  Donkerque  surrendered  10 
days  after,  in  consequence  of  this  de- 
feat. 

A  pleasant  eicurrion  may  be  made 
to  the  hill  of  Cassel,  about  18}  m. 
off,  (p.  582.).  J/arcAanif,  voiturier,  is 
obliging,  intelligent,  and  has  a  good 
equipage. 


2>i^(gmref  daily  to  Paris;  to  Oatend; 
to  Lille. 

Steomen  to  Rotterdam;  to  Ham- 
burg; to  Havre. 

There  is  a  canal  from  Dunkerque 
to  Furnes,  Ostend,  and  Bruges,  tra- 
versed daily  by  a  barge,  and  another 
canal  to  Borgues. 

10  Bergues  (^Iwny  Poste;  small, 
but  cheap),  a  small  and  poor  for- 
ti6ed  town  of  6000  inhabitants, 
situated  on  an  elevation,  surrounded 
by  marshes  and  salt  lakes,  called 
Moere,  formerly  waste  and  insalu- 
brious; but,  having  been  drained 
within  a  few  years  by  the  construction 
of  hydraulic  works,  they  are  now  be- 
coming productive,  and  less  unwhole- 
some. Though  only  a  fortress  of  the 
third  class,  the  possession  of  Bergues 
has  been  deemed  of  sudi  consequence 
in  every  war,  that  it  has  been  8  times 
taken  and  retaken,  and  9  times  pil- 
laged, in  the  course  of  8  centuries. 
It  hu  a  picturesque  Beffroi,  ISO  feet 
high.  A  very  important  corn-market 
is  held  here  every  Monday.  The  gates 
are  closed  at  10,  after  which  n»ther 
ingress  nor  egress  is  allowed. 

The  French  frontier  and  custom- 
house is  reached  at  Oest  Kappel : 
here  the  **  acquit  a  caution  '*  must  be 
delivered  up.  (See  IvraonucrioN, 
§«.) 

Belgian  PasU:  -^ 

1|  Rousbrugge,  a  Belgian  village. 

2f  Ypses. 


2}  Menim,  on 
the  Lys. 

1^  COURTRAI. 


See  Hand-book 
-for  North  Ger- 
many. 
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Note  on  Route  187.      CalaU  to  Dijon,  Lyons,  and  Marseilles* 


The  ttesm-boats  down  the  S«6ne  fttmi 
ChAlons  to  Lyons  are  rather  uncertain ;  not 
all  are  large  enough  to  convey  carriages,  and 
the  expense  vaith  a  carriage  exceeds  consi- 
derably  that  of  posting :  for  a  catdche  80  Ar., 
for  a  large  carriage  100  to  120  tr.  are  charged, 
besides  the  passenger's  fare.  The  steamers 
are  liable  to  be  arrested  by  too  much  water 


as  well  as  by  too  little,  and  to  be  delayed  by 
fon.  The  post  road  is  good  and  picturesque. 
From  Lyons  to  Avignon,  it  is  very  ad. 
visible  to  go  by  water  tiown  the  Rhone ; 
th^-e  is  no  great  difiterence  between  the  ex. 
pense  of  steaming  and  posting  i  but  the  road 
IS  bad. 
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A. 

Abbeville,  17. 

Abelard  (at  St..Gildaf%  146. 866. 

381. 
Ablon,  177. 
Accous,  S90. 
Adour,   passage  of  the,   S7& 

Cradle  of,  S14. 
Adrets,  Baron  dec,  404.  498. 
.Sschylus,  474i 
St  A£fVique,  473. 
Agde,  473. 
Agen,  958. 
Agincourt,  4. 
Agnes  Sorel,  195. 
Ai,  556. 

Aidat,  Lac  d*,  401. 
Aigrefeuille,  212. 
Aigueperse,  386. 
Aiguesmortes,  468^ 
AiguilloD,  959. 
Aifiy,  17. 
Ain,  530. 
Ain  river,  590. 
Airaine,  17. 
Aire,  4.  285. 
Aisey  1e  Due,  517. 

in  Savof  to  Lyons,  5£8h 

Aix,  lie  d%  914. 
Alagnon,  406L 

AlaU,  4fi7.     To  KlBMm  rail- 
way, 487. 
Albigeois,  334. 413.  479. 
St.  Albin,382. 
Albret,  975. 
Alby,  413. 
Alen^on,  111 
Alfort, 
Allan,  441. 
Allerard,  4S7. 506. 
Alller,961— 88&3^. 
Alpines,  454. 
Altkircb,  537. 
St.  Amand,  354. 
AmUeteuse,  11. 
Amboite,  185. 
St.  Ambroix,  4S7. 
Amietu,  5.    Catb.  5,  & 
Amphitheatre  at  Nlmet*  46S. 


Amphitheatre  at  Aries,  457. 

Amptlly  le  Sec,  517. 

Ampoule,  sainte,  564 

Ampuis,  435. 

Anoenis,  207. 

Ancy  le  Franc,  592, 

Andance,  492— 43& 

Andaye,  981. 

Andelle,  50. 

les.AndelTs,  49. 

St.  Andeol,  486. 

Andorre,  342. 

St.  Andri  de  Cubzac, 

Andr§  de  VaJborgne, 

Andreiieux,  419. 

Andresy,  46. 

Anduze,  418. 

Anet,  chAt.  d',  113. 

Angers,  156.  161. 

Angerville^  178. 

Angoulime,  223. 

Anlsy,  77. 

Anjou,  156. 

Annonay,  421. 

Antibes,  490. 

Antraigues,  425. 

Anzin, 

Aragnouet,  31  & 

Arago,  M.,  338. 

Aramon,  454. 

Aran,  Val  de,  330. 

Arbois,  532. 

r  Arbouet,  val,  317. 

Arc,  pont  de  1',  427. 

Arcis  sur  Aube,  582. 

Arcy,  les  Orottea  d*,  379. 

Ardecke,  346. 

river,  415^  424. 

Ardenne,  77. 
Ardevan,  93. 
Ardres,  3. 
ArgeIei,300L 
Argental,  Bonig,  491. 
Argentan,  100. 
Argenton,  241. 
Ari>ge,  339. 

Arlbs,  en  Provence,  456. 
Aries,  343. 
Armentidres,  589. 
Arnav  le  Due,  381. 
Arp4on,  17L 


Arques.  S3.       * 

Arras,  5761 

Arreau,  316. 

Arrhune,  280. 

Artesian  Wells,  578. 

Arthenay,  171. 

Artigues-TelUna,  330. 

Artix,  284. 

Arvieux,  val  d*,  510« 

Asnidres,  30. 

Aspe,  val  d\  290. 

Aspin,  315. 

Athis, 

Attila,  581. 

Aubagne,  481. 

Aube, 

AubenaSy  493. 

St.  Aubin  le  Cormier,  102. 

Aubusson, 

Aueh,  331. 

Aude.  334b 

Aulnay, 

Aumets,  570. 

Auray,  144. 

Aure,  val  d',  316. 

Auriac,  286. 

Aurigny  (Aldemey),  87. 

Aurifiac,  407. 

Ausonius,  26&  iff!. 

Autrerive, 

Auteuil, 

AuvBRGiTB,  346.  388.  390. 

Autun,  384> 

Auxerre,  378. 

Auxonne,  593. 

Avallon,  128.  379. 

Aveniirct, 

Avetne, 

AviGNOir,  445. 

to  Narbonne,  by  Nifmes 

and  Montpellier,  461. 

to  Nice,  by  Aix,  486. 

Avignonet,  333L 
Avranches,  92. 
Ax,  341. 
St.  Ay,  180. 
Aydat,  40L 
Aysac,  coupe  d*,  495. 
Aiay  le  Rideau,  196. 
Asincour.  4. 
Azun,  val  d*,  997. 300. 
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B. 


Btigmires  de  BIgorre,  Sia 
——  to  Luchon,  mcNiotidD  road, 

515. 
Bagniret  de  Lmekom,  9M. 
Bagnct,  tbe^  194. 

Bii!llettU5B2. 

Balarue.  47S: 

BalloiM,549. 

BandeUBoclM,6l0L 

Bapauroe,  55. 576. 

Bar  Mir  Aube,  534. 

Bar  aur  Saina,  511.  51& 

Baraque,  asa 

BartMute,fi84. 

Baibe  Bleu,  806. 

Bavba,  Ue,  375. 

Barbeira,  S96. 

Bavbasteux,  285. 

BarcelonnaCte, 

Bariga,  311. 

Barlleur,  88. 

Bar-le^uc,  539. 

Barr,550. 

Barraux  Fort,  500. 

Barre  7  va,  53. 

BaraacSGO. 

Barw,574. 

Batiige, 

Baiques,  231.  879. 

BaaUn  vallar,  311. 

Baatides  at  MarMlUef,  476. 480. 

BatignoUea,  Sa 

Baiidean,  314. 

Ste.  Baume, 

Bajard,  496.    Chateau,  501. 

Bayeux^  79.    Tapettrj,  80. 

to  St.  Lo,  108. 

Bayle,  339. 
Basfonne^  875. 

to  Irun  in  Spidn,  878. 

to  Pan,  883. 

Bayonette,  880. 
Bazaa,873. 
Biam^  890. 
St.  B^at,  331. 
Beaneaire,  455. 

fair  of,  456. 

la  Beauce,  15L  178.  • 
Beaufort, 

Abbey,  18a 

Beaugeney.  181. 

Beai^eu,  383. 

Beaumanoir,  134. 

la  Beaume,  Pont  de,  416. 485. 

Beaumont, 

Beaumont  sur  Oiw^  19. 

Beaune,  588. 

Beaupreau, 

Beauregard,  439. 

Beaucset,  488. 

BeauvaiSt  17.  19. 

Beaver  on  the  Rhone,  449. 

Bee  Abbey,  69. 

Bee  d*AR>Us.  270. 

Bwket,  Thomaa  A,   377.  380. 

ozl. 
Bedarrides,  445. 
Bedeillao, 


Bedouin,  4S3L 

Bedoua,290. 

Berort,553. 

Beguda  de  Sase,  461. 

BehobU,28a 

Behuard,  lie,  905. 

Beilcgaida  (Ain),  590. 

Beilegarde, 

Beilelale  en  Terre, 

Bdlcsme, 

BeUey,5S9L 

Belaunce,  Bp.,  479. 

Benfeld.550. 

la  B^rarde,  506. 

Berey, 

Bergerac, 

Beigona,  Ptc  de,  306. 

Beiguea,584. 

Bemadotte,  986. 

Bemay,  16.  68. 

Berre,  Btang  de,  460. 

Berri,  Duchetae  de,  163.  fi7a 

tt.  Bertrand  de   Comminges, 

394. 
Besang<m,  S3St. 
Beaont,  88. 
B§tharram,  298. 
Bechune,  579. 
Beycheville,  971 
Beyiona,  88. 
Besa,380. 
Beaiera,  479. 
Biarrits.  878. 
Biaudot,  883. 
Bic^re,  355. 
Bidart,  979. 
BidaMoa.  880, 881. 
Bielle,  293. 
Bialsa,  316. 
Biefcaa,  894. 
Bignon,  359. 
Bilhdre.  884. 
Binic,  197. 
Biachweiller* 
Bitehe, 

Biae,  Vent  de,  43L 
Blancbelande,  88. 
BUck  Prince,  248.  966, 967. 
Blanquefort,  867. 
Blaye,  870. 
Bl£r€,  187. 
Blois,  181. 
Blossevilie, 
le  Bocage,  lOa 
Boen,  404. 
Boil  de  Lihus,  576. 
Bois  Robert,  86. 
Bolbec,  64. 

BoIinbroke*8  chAteau,  176. 
Bollweiler,  558. 
Bonaparte  at  Malmaison,  29. 
——  at  Rochefort,  815. 

at  Valence,  438. 

at  Toulon,  484. 

at  Brienne,  535. 

at  Frejui,  490. 

at  Grenoble,  499-509. 

Bonavy, 

Bondy,  554. 

St  Bonnet^  400.  503. 

Bonneval, 

Bonnidrei,  98.  S3. 

Bordeau,  45. 

BoEDBAUX,  260—267. 


Bordeaux,  Richard  of^  26' 

Wines,  967. 

Bridge  0^226. 

to  Bayonne,  273. 

by  the  Landea,  SSL 

to  Aucb,  284. 

to  Pau,  985. 

B<Mre,  in  the  Sane,  53. 

BoccherriUe,  St.  Georgei,So. 

Bosott,3S0. 

BoMuet,565. 

Bouc,  460. 

Bouchain,  574. 

Boucoiron,  4S8. 

BotUogne'tur-Mert      11^16- 
Flotilla,  15. 

Boulou,  343. 

Bourbon  T  Archambault,  3S2. 

Vend^  212. 

Bouibonne  lea  Baina,  53& 

Bourdonnay, 

Bourg  (Ain),  530. 

Bourg,  870. 

Bourgachard,  G9. 

Bouig  d'ArgentaI.'421. 

Bourg  Diou  or  D^ls,  241. 

Bourg  d*Oy»na,-j506. 

Bourg  d'l/n,  65. 

Bourg  la  Reine,  170. 

Bourge$,  350  354w 

le  Bouzget,  560. 

Bourget,  Lac  de,  528. 

BourgouiD,  499. 

Bourg  St  Andgol,  442. 

Bourgtheronde,  69. 

Bouscaut,  260. 

Bout  de  Bois,  139. 

Bout  de  Lande, 

Brdche  de  Roland,  307. 

ascent  to,  309. 

la  Brdde,  chiteau  de  la,  87SL 

la  Brease,  530. 

Btessuire.  211. 

Brest,  121.  125.    Roads  of,  121. 

to  Nantea,  139. 

Breteuil,  7. 

Br6tigny,  154^ 

Bretteviile,  78.  '     | 

Brianfon,  507. 

to  Susa,  506. 

Briare,  360. 

Bricquebec,  88. 

Brie,  534.    Cheeee,  554. 

Brie  Comte  Robert,  513. 

Brienne,  535. 

at  Brieuc,  119.    to  Brest,  127. 

Brignais,  414 

BrignoUes,  48a 

Brionne,  69. 

Brioude,  S95, 

St.  Bris, 

Brissac  ch&teau,  905. 

Brittany,  104—109. 

Brives,  944w 

Brix  or  Bruit,  83. 

Broglie,  68. 

Broons,  118. 

Brou  (Ain),  church  of,  539. 

Brougham,  Lord,  490. 

Bruges,  969i 

Brunei,  Mark  Isambard,  birth- 
place of,  45. 

at.  Bruno,  496. 

Bruyirea, 
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BufTon,  523. 
Buisson, 

Jiurgundyy  513.    Wines,  526. 
Burxet, 
Bussierds, 
Busiy, 

Buzan^aig,  196. 
Bujeaney,  565. 


C. 

Cacolet,  279. 

Cadillac,  260. 

Caen^  72.  78.    Stone  quarriei, 

78. 
-—  to  Cherbourg,  78. 

to  Tour*,  98. 

. to  Rennes,  lOOi 

Caf^,   xxix. 

Caeots,  231. 

Cahors,  244. 

Calais^  9. 

— -  to.Pari8»  by  Amient,  3. 

.ii—  to  Paris,  by  Boulogne,  11. 

«—  to  Lille  and  Tournay,  582. 

.ii— .  to  Dunkerque  and  Cour. 

trai,  582. 
to   Dijon,   Geneva,  and 

Lyons,  678. 
Calas,  Jean,  252. 
Calmontter.  537. 
Calvados,  Dept.  76. 
Calvinet,  Mont,  254. 
Camargue,  460. 
Cambiel,  316. 
Cambo,  278. 
Catnbrai,  574. 
Cambres^. 
CamisardM,  347.  417. 
Campan,  Val  de,  314. 
Campft-ano,  291. 
Canal  du  Midi,  25a  333. 
«—  de  Briare,  360. 

du  Centre,  381, 382. 

de  Marseilles,  486. 

de  St.  Quentin,  573, 574. 

Cancale,  Rocbers  de,  97, 

<:ande8,  200. 

Canigou,  344. 

St  Cannat,  487. 

Cannes,  490. 

Cantal,  405.  406. 

Canteleu,  52. 

Cany,  65. 

Capbern,  323. 

Capdenac,  408. 

Captieux,  274b 

Carbon  Blanc, 

Careauowne,  SSL 

Carentan,  80. 

Carhaix,  137. 

Carla  le  Comte,  339. 

Camact  146. 

Carpentras,  453. 

Carriages,  duty  on,  xxi. 

Carrier,  the  infamous,  165. 408. 

Cassagnas,  417. 

Castel,  Mont,  582.: 

Castanet,  333. 

Caatel  Jaloux,  284. 

.tstelnau  Castle,  428. 
Castelnaudary,  334. 
Caatelnau  de  MedoQ 


Castel  Sarrazln,  257. 

Castels, 

Castelton,  257. 

Castres,  273L 

Cateau  Cambresis,  £74. 

ste  Catherine  de  Fierbois,217. 

Cauchoise,  64. 

Caudebec,  57. 

Caumont,  M.  de,76. 

Caunes,  336. 

Caussade,  245. 

Cauierettt  301. 

Caux,  pays  de,  63,  64. 

Cavaillon,  486 . 

Cavalier,  419.  466.  468. 

Cavignac,  225. 

Caylus,  409. 

Caa^res, 

Cdre  valley,  407. 

C^ret,  343. 

Cgrisy,  102. 579. 

C6rons,  260. 

Cette,  471. 

Cevennes,  347.  417.  4f7. 

ChAblis,  3791 

Chabrol  Castle,  255. 

Chagny,  381.  528. 

Chtdlly,  356. 

Chaise  Dieu,  395. 

Chalonnes,  ^)6. 

Chalons  sur  Mame,  556. 

Chalons  sur  Saone,  381. 

to  Lyons,  38L  584. 

Chalus,  255. 
Chaluzet,  243. 
Chamali^re, 
Chambertin,  527. 
Chambord  Chateau,  183. 
st  Chamond,  414. 
Champagne^  534.  538.  581. 

Vinde,  565. 

Champagnev,  537. 

Champagnole,  524. 

Champaubert, 

Champigny,  198. 

Champsaur,  503. 

ChamptOf€,  206L 

Champtoceaux,  206. 

Chnnceaux,  517. 

Chanteloup,  187. 

Chantillv,  8. 

Chapareillan,  501. 

Chaptes, 

Chaptuiat,  387. 

Cbarbonnidres,      , 

Charente,  215. 

Charenton,  376. 

la  Charity,  360. 

Charleville,  566. 

Charmes,      . 

Charonne, 

Charroux, 

Chartres.  151.    Cathedral,  152. 

to  Tours,  194. 

Chartreuse^  la  Grande,  494. 
Cbasselas  grapes,  359. 
ChAteau  Bourg,  437. 
ChAteaubriand,  135. 
Ch&teaubriant,  M.  de,  birth- 
place and  tomb  of,  96. 
ChAteau  Chinon, 
ChAteaudun.  194. 
ChAteau  Gaillard,  48. 
ChAteau  Gootier, 


ChAteau  Lafitte,  271.        1 

Latour,  271. 

ChAteaulin,  140. 
ChAteau  du  Loir,  900. 
ChAteau  Margaux,  270. 
ChAteauneuf, 
— —  du  Pape.  455. 

le  Randon,  406. 

ChAteau  Regnault, 

Ch&teauroux,  241. 

ChAteau  Salins, 

ChAteau-Thierry,  555. 

ChAtelaudren,  119. 

ChAtelet, 

ChAtellherault,  218. 

ChAtenay,  170. 

Chatillon  sur  Loing,  360. 

Chatillon  sur  Seine,  117.  516. 

ChAtonnay, 

ChAtou,  30. 

Chaudes  Aigues,  410. 

Chaumette, 

Chaumont,  185. 

— —  Haute  Mame,  536. 

Chaussay, 

Chauvigny,  226. 

Chavagnac,  396. 

Chavannes,    537. 

Chases,  406. 

St.  Chely, 

Chenonceau,  chAteau  of,  187. 

Cherbourg,  83.    Digue,  85. 

to  St  Malo,  87. 

Chessy,  365. 

Chevilly, 

Chevreuse, 

Chdze, 

Chiercac,  225. 

Chinon^  196. 

Chissey,  384 

Choisy,  176. 

Cholec,211. 

Chorges,  506. 

la  Chouannerie,  108. 

Chous^,  200. 

St.  Christophe,  506,  507. 

Cierp,  324. 

Cinq  Mars  la  Pile,  199. 

Cintegabelle,  339. 

Cirey,  536. 

Cirque,  230. 

de  Gavamie,  308. 

Citeaux  Abbey,  528. 

Civray,  222. 

CUin,  218. 

ste.  Clair  sur  Epte, 

Clairvaux,  535. 

Claix,  502. 

Clamart,  110. 

Clam6cy> 

Clarbide,  port  de,  31GL 

Claret  Wine,  9S1,  268. 

ste.  Claude, 

Clemence  Isaure,  247. 

Clermont  en  Argonne,  557. 

—  Ferrand,  388. 
to  Mont  Dore,  400. 

— —  to  Lyons,  by  Thiers,  404. 

—  to  Toulouse  by  the  Cantal, 
405. 

by  St  Flour,  Alby, 

Rodes,40a 
Clermont  sur  Oise,  7. 
Cl^ry,  N.  Dame  de,  180 
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Cllchj,  SO. 
ClUuon.SUS. 

cio».vougcoc,  sej, 

at  Cloud.  111. 

ClovU,5a0.565. 

Cluny,  38S. 

Clute, 

CoaiTue,  8S6. 

Cocherel,  70. 

Caur,  Jaquci,  358. 

Cognac,  916. 

CoiroD,  423. 

Colicnj,  530. 

Collioure,  338. 

CoUooget,  631. 

Colmar,  551. 

Colombcy.  Sa&, 

Coin,  577. 

Combat  dc«  Trente,  138. 

Combl«t«407. 

tt  Comet, 

Cominca, 

U  Comroanderie,  72. 

Commentry,  354. 

Compile,  571. 

Concameau,        • 

Conchcfl, 

CoacbeL 

Conchy  let  Pott. 

CbfMl^.Ie  Grand,  at  Cbaotiny, 

8.  i  at  Havre,  60. :  at  Mont- 

rond,  354.  ;    at  tne  Diinet, 

fi63. ;  at  Rocroi,  567. 
Coodillac, 
Condom,  885. 
Condrieux,435L 
Conflaot,  47. 
Conqueror,  Wm.  the,  bitbirtk, 

99.   Hit  death,     .   Funeial, 

74.    Hit  tomb,  377. 
Conquet,  411. 
Conquet, 
Coole,  538. 
Corbeil,  177. 
Corbeny,  581. 
Corday,  Charlotte,  76. 
Cordouan,  Tour  de,  572. 
Corhxe,  S44. 
Corm€ry,        • 
Comas,  4ii37. 
ComouaiUe,  106. 
Corpt  nudt, 
Coneuillet,  77. 
Cotne,  360. 

Cdte  det  Deux  Amant,  SO. 
C6te  d'Or,  596L 
CAtentin,  81. 
C6te  Rotie.  435. 
Coucy  le  CliAteau,  561. 
Coudet,  395. 
Couetnon  riv.,  95. 
Coulange, 
Coulommiert,  538. 
Courbatsil,  313. 
Coup^,  24, 
Courbevoie,  29. 
Courcellet,  569. 
Couronne,        . 
Courtenay, 
Courtbeson.  445. 
Coustouget, 
Coutancet,  89, 
Coutraa,  256. 
Crach,  146. 


CraoD, 

Craponne,  Canal  de,  475. 

Crau,  474. 

Cr£cy,  16. 

Creil.  8. 

Cr6py, 

Crettensac,  844. 

Crctt, 

Creulliy,  78. 

Creusoi,  385. 

Crillon,  486. 

Croitt^ 

Croix  Daurade,  24& 

Croix  Haute,  505. 

Croix  Routse,  374. 

Croquelardit,  S58. 

Croutelle,  22SL 

Crouy, 

Cnitcade, 

Cruttol,  439. 

Cubsac,  Pont  de,  895. 

Cui«t,  482. 

Cunault, 

Cutty  la  Cokmne,  538. 

CuTiUy,  576. 

Cylindre.  Mt,  909. 

tt  Cyr,  112.. 

D. 

Dammartin,  560. 
Dampierre,  SOI. 

CbAteau  de,  150. 

Dante,  allusion  to  Arloi,  459. 

Daoulat.  140. 

Dametal, 

Dauphinit  491. 

Dax,  274.       . 

Denain,  574. 

St.  Denit,90. 

Departments  of  Fnnoe,  xsxiv. 

Dieppe,  90.  95. 

to  Paris,  25. 

'—  to  Rouen,  27. 
Dieppedale,  52. 
Dieu  le  fit, 
tt.  Dtey,  or  Dig,  549. 
Digne,  485. 
DiJoH,  517. 521. 

to  Geneva,  by  D6le,  523. 

to  Chalons  sur  Sa6ne,  SSB. 

DiiigenceM,  xxHr. 

Dinan,  133. 

Divonne, 

tt.  Dixier,  538. 

Dol,  96. 

Ddle,  523. 

— -  to  Fontarlier  and  X«au- 

sanne,  524. 
Dolmen.  106. 
Dombasfe,  541.  557. 
Dombet,  384. 
Domft-OBt, 

Domremy  la  FuceUe,  &47. 
Donaenac,  £44. 
Dorat, 

Dordogne,  295.  401. 
Dore  let  Baint,  Mont,  401. 
Dormant, 
Dormeilleute,  511. 
Doum\  577. 
Douarnenes, 
^o«bs,  river,  549;  554.    Dtqit. 


Doulleni,  5. 

Drac,  river,  503.    - 

Dragonnadet,  S46L 

Draguinan, 

Dreux,  113.    Battle  of.  113. 

Droiturier,  364. 

Drome,  440. 

Duclair,  59. 

Duguesdin,     118L     133.      His 

death,  41(1 
Dunei,  battle  of  the,  583. 
Dunkerque,  ;583L 
Duu  le  Roi, 

Durance^  486.  504.  506. 
Durfort, 
Durtal,156. 

E. 

Eaux  Boncet,  297. 
Eaux  Chaudet,  293. 
lei  Echellet,  493. 
Eclute,  Fort,  530. 
Eoouen,a 
Ecouit,  46l 
£flkt,364. 
Elboeuf,  50. 
tt.  Elne.  338. 
Elven,  149. 
Embrun,  508. 
St  EmiUeon,  256L 
Enghien,  45. 
English  abroad,  xxxr. 
Ensetheim,  54& 
Entre  Deux  Mere,  2S6. 
Epemay,  556. 
£4>ernon,  151. 
Epinal,  547. 
Epinay,  177. 
Epouville,  64. 
Epte,  river,  45.  48. 
Erdven, 

ErmenonTi]le»i5G0. 
rErmiUge,436. 
Era,  25& 
Escaledieu,  323. 
Escot, 

Espalion,  411. 
tt  Esprit,  442. 
Estartt, 
Estonne,  356L 
Ettagel,  338. 
Est^relt,  490. 
EUmpes,  17L  17a 
Etaplet, 
Etaultert,  917. 
tt  Etienne,  419. 

to  Lyops,  414. 

Etigny, 
Etoile, 

Etrecy,  171. 178 
Etr^ttagny^ 
Etr^tat,  65. 
Eu,65. 
£ure,50. 
Euxet,  427. 
Evreux,  70. 


Falaite^g9.  . 
Faou,13a^, 
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Faouet,  138. 

Farel,  503. 

•t.  Fargeau, 

Fay, 

Fayl  Billot,  537. 

Fecamp,  64. 

la  Fdre,  579. 

la  Fdre  Cbampenoise,  SSd. 

•t  Fereol,  333. 

la  Ferrade,  463. 

Ferridres, 

la  Fert^,  meaning  of,  210. 

Tertfc  Bernard, 

Gaucher,  538. 

sous  Jouarre,  555. 

Milon,  560. 

Feurs,  405. 

Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold,  3. 

Figeac,  406. 

Finisterre,  Dept,  121. 

Firmigny,  415. 

Fitou,  336. 

Flamingo,  449. 

Flavigny, 

la  Fltehe,  156. 

Fleury  sur  Audelle,  46. 

Florae,  417. 

St  Florent,  907. 

St  Florentin,  521. 

Florian,  418. 

St.  Flour,  409. 

i^x,  339. 

Folgoat,  church  of,  130. 

ForUainebleauj  356.  359. 

sandstone  and  grapes,  359. 

FonUine  le  Henri,  77. 

Fontaines,  521. 

Fontanel  les,  56, 

Fontaulier,  425. 

Fontenay  le  Marmion,  96. 

Fontevrault  Abbey,  200. 

Forbach,  559. 
.  Forcalquier, 

Forez,  405i 

Forges  les  Eaux,  26. 

Formigny,  80. 

Fors, 

Fos, 

Fo6sard,377. 

Fossat, 

Fouday,  549. 

Fougdres,  101. 

Fourchambault,  360. 

Fourridres,  ::66. 

laFoux,46I. 

France,  introductory  informa- 
tion respecting,  vii.  xxxvii. 
Modes  of  travelling  in,  xix. 
Inns,  &c.,  xxvii.  A  travel- 
ler's view  of,  xxx.  Depart- 
ments and  provinces,  xxxiv. 

Francs,  table  of,  ix. 

Frejus,  48a 

Fresne, 

— —  CamiUy, 

Fressinidre,51L 

la  Frette,  493. 

la  Frey,  502.  ! 

Frillidre,  188. 

Froissart,  232.  299. 

Fromenteau,  356. 

Fronsac, 

Fruges, 

Fumay,  567. 

France, 


G. 

GaiMM,  295. 

Gaillac,  413. 

Gaillard,  chAteau,  48. 

Gaillon,  33. 

Gan,  291. 

Ganat, 

Ganges, 

Gannat,  386. 

Gap,  503. 

'—'  to  BriangoD,  508 

la  Garaye, 

Gard, 

Pont  du  (Aqueduct),  461. 

Gardon,  428.  461. 

Gabon  NB  river,  257. 

— —  below  Bordeaux,  267. 

sources  of,  329,  330. 

Oattevllle,  8a 
Gaube,  Lac  de,  303. 
St.  Gaudens,  332. 
Gavamie,  308. 

Cirque  de,  308. 

Gave,  230. 

Gavr  Innis,  145. 

Gddre,  307. 

Gelos, 

Gemenos,  482. 

Geneva,  524. 

St.  Genis, 

Genlis,  523. 

Gennes, 

Genouilhac, 

Gens  d'Armes,  xvii. 

St  Georges.  Boscherville,  55. 

St  Gerard  le  Puy,  363. 

Gerbier  des  Jones,  415.  426. 

Gergovia,  394. 

St.  Germains  en  Laye,  31. 

Railway,  30. 

— —  de  Calverte,       . 

'de  Joux, 

Gervais, 

Gex,  52^4. 

Gibaud,  Pont,  393. 

Gien,  17a 

Gigean,  472. 

Gildas  de  Rhuys,  146L 

St.  Gilles,  467. 

Giromany, 

Gironde,  267.  276. 

Girondins,  267.  27& 

St  Oirons,  341. 

Gisors,  26. 

Givors,  414. 

Givray, 

Glaciere  at  Avignon,  448. 

Godemar,  Val,  511. 

Goderville,  64. 

Goncelin,  501. 

Goumay,  261.} 

Gournay  sur  Aronde,  26.  576. 

Grande  Chartreuse,  494. 

Grande  Combe,  427. 

Grandvillars,  17. 

Granges,  513. 

Granville,  90. 

Grasse,  49a 

la  Grave,  506. 

Gravelines,  583. 

Graviers,  217. 

Gravme,59. 


Gray,  .537. 

GrenobUy  497.  499. 

to   Gap  and    Marseillef, 

501. 
to  MarteiUes,    by  Croix 

Haute,504. 
——to  Brian^oD,   by  Boorg 

d'Oysans,  505. 
Gresivaudan,  Val  d^  493. 495. 
Greuze,  382. 
Grignan,  ChAteau,  441. 
Grip,  314. 
Grisac,  417. 
Groland, 
Grosbois,  513. 
(iuebwiUer,552. 
Guegnon, 

Guerche,  ChAteau  de,  217. 
Guiche, 
Guichen, 
Guiers,  494.  529. 
Guil  river,  509. 
Guillestre,  510. 
Guillotidre,  372.      .' 
Guingamp,  119. 
Guinguette  de  Boyer,  503. 
la  Guiole,  410. 
Guisannc,  Val  de,  507. 
Guise,  Due  de,  67, 68. 

Assassination  of,  182. 

Guisnes,  3. 

H. 

Hacqueville,    Brunei'*  birth* 

place,  45. 
Hagetmau, 
Ham,  572. 
Hambye,gO. 
Harcourt,  72.  j 
Harfleur,  69. 
Hautevilie,  102. 
le  Havrft  59. 

to  Dieppe,  64. 

—  to  Caen,  70. 
la  Have,  217. 

duPuits,89. 

Haaebruck, 

Hfeas,  Val  d'  307. 

HeciareM  and  Acres,  xiv. 

Hendave,  281. 

Hennebon,  142. 

Henri  Quatre,  birth  of,  286. 

les  Herbiers, 

Herblay,  45. 

St.  Herbot,  137. 

Hericourt, 

Hermitage,  436. 

St  Hilaire  de  Harcouet,  101.   Z 

St.  Hippolyte,  551. 

la  Hougue,  Cape,  battle  of,  82 

Hommarting,  o42. 

Fonfleur^  69. 

Honorat, 

Hdpital, 

Hourat,  293. 

Hourquette  d*Aspin,  315. 

Huelgoat,  136. 

Huningen,  5J7 

Hydres,  485. 
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II»d«FMHii*,9BL 

IndftCUT. 
tei  Inferneta,  MM. 
latoovWe.ol. 
Inttude,  906. 

Inqiuaitkm  In  Fnnot,  fiSU 

lKobetm,563. 

It«r«,  TiTcr,  437,500. 

r  like,  451. 

bl«t,566. 

Ial«MirDoubi,SSIL 

lmokn,3B5. 

laMmdun, 

toy,  no. 

ITTT,  9B1. 

,l»tde,lli. 

Iaid,8S. 


J. 

Jacquerie,  19L 

ft.  Jeaef, 

JargCAU,  179. 

Jamac,  8S5. 

Jaiilac,  4ld 

•t.  Jean  d*Angely, 

•^.^duDotft, 

-^  du  6anL418. 

de  Lus,  S79. 

Jeanne  d' An,  at  Rouen,  4fi. ; 
at  Chlnoo,  197. ;  «t  Dom- 
mny,  547. ;  at  Rheimi,  fi6& ; 
at  Compidgne,  578. 

Jeux  Floreaux,  847. 

Joigny,  578. 

Joinritte,  930, 

Josaelin,  138. 

Jouarre, 

Jougne, 

Joux,  Fort  de,  Si5. 

Jouy  aux  Arches,  559. 

Jugon. 

«t.  Juben, 

Jumi^ges  Abbey,  55. 

tt  Jonien,  948. 

Jura,  530.     • 

Juran^on,  S84,  291. 

Juvigny, 

JuTl«y,  177. 


Kersanton  stone,  108. 
Kilogrammes  reduced  to  Eng. 

lish  pounds,  xiv. 
Kilometres  reduced  to  English 

miles,  xiL  xxi. 


Labarben,  475L 

L.abrit,  S74. 
la  Chalp,  510. 


r^alayette,  996. 

Laroax,461. 

Lanrey,502. 

I^agnieux,  5!9. 

Lamballe,  118. 

St.  Lambert, 

Lambesc, 

Lamothe  Fenelon,  244. 

Lanbader,  Itl. 

Landemeau,  ISl. 

Landes,88SL 

Landeran,  144. 

Landivisiau,  Itt. 

Landreciet, 

Langeac, 

Langeais,  199L 

Langogne,  416L 

Langmron,S60. 

Langon,  860l 

Lanaret^SaS. 

LanTeff,  127. 

Lanmeur,  189. 

Lannemeian,  333. 

Lannion,  188. 

Lam,  581.  ■  BatUe,  588. 

Larocbejacquelin,  803,807. 

hU  death,  811. 

Laruna,  893. 

Lasalle, 

La  Tour  d'Auvergne,  1S7. 

Laura's  tomb,  450. 

St  Laurent,  487.  584. 

du  Pont, 

Lauteret.  Col  de,  607. 

Laval,  115. 

Lavedan,  Val.  300. 

Lavoulte,  440. 

Ledignan, 

le  L^6, 1  19l 

Lehon,  134. 

Lempde,  396. 

Lens,  577. 

Lescar,  884. 

Lescun, 

Lescure, 

Lesdiguidres,  50i,  50& 

Lesneven,  130l 

Lesparre, 

Lesponne,  314.  388. 

Lestelle,  896. 

St.  Leu,  45. 

Leucate,  336. 

la  Lev^e  de  la  Loire,  184^ 

L6cardrieu,  128. 

Liancourt, 

Liboume,  856. 

Licues  de  poste,  xiil. 

Lim-ey, 

Lagny,  539. 

Lille,  Sn. 

Lillebonne,  57* 

Lillers,  579. 

la  Limagne,  386. 39a 

Limets,  48. 

Limoges,  241 .    Enamels,  84«. 

— ~  to  Bordeaux,  855. 

Limonest,  38a 

Limousin,  829. 

le  Lion  d*  Angers, 

Iiisieux,  78. 

Livres  Toumois,  19a 

St.  Lo,  108: 

Loches,  castle  of,  194. 

Lochmariaker,  145« 


'   Loddre, 
;  leslxigea. 

Loir  river,  194. 
!   Loire  river,  168. 

^—  A.  Glen  to  Orleana,  ITS.  - 

—  B.  Orieana  to  Tbtans,  1791 

C.  Tours  to  Nantea,  19BL  , 

——below  Nantes,  167. 

Loiret,  17&  180.  240. 

Longjumeau,  170l 

Longpont,  177. 

Longwy>568LS70. 

Lons  le  Saulnier,  SSSt. 

Lorient,  148. 

Loriol,  440. 

Loubre,  S90. 

Loudeac, 

St  Louis,  537. 

Louis  IX.,  191. 

Lourdes,  8^. 

Louviers,  34. 

Louvigny, 

Louvres, 

Lowendahl,  840. 

la  Loz^re,  417. 

le  Luc,  489. 

Luciennes,  30. 

Lucon,  218. 

Luoques,  78.- 

Lucy  le  Bois,  379. 

Lunel,  468. 

Lun§ville,  541. 

Lure,  537. 

Lusignan,  287. 

Luynes,  199. 

Lux,  305. 

to  Gavamie,  306L 

to  Bardges,  Sia 

Lusarches,  9. 

Lyons,  365.  376.    Fourri&ies, 

366.  Cath,367.  Ainay,368. 
Museum.  369.  -  Pierre  Sdi^ 
371.  F.  Belleeour,  371. 
Siege  of;  378.  IpundaWna, 
373.  Fortificationa,  374b 
Silk  trade,  374u 
-~—  to  Avignon  and  Arlea,  43^ 

—  to  Bessn^on,  byBoarB,530> 
-—  to  Grenoble  and  Cbm- 

berry,  498. 

—  to  Geneva,  by  NaBtoa,  530L 
to  Le  Puy,  Aubenas^  SL 

Etienne,  41& 
Lys,  Val  de,  38a 


M. 

St  Maclou,  Rouen,  381. 

IMAcon,  388. 

la  Madalelne,  845. 

Magistdre, 

Magnac,  843. 

Magny,  45. 

Ma^elonne,  478. 

Mailleraie  sur  Seine,  5S. 

Mailly,      . 

MMne,  818. 

Maintenon  and  its  aqueAiet 

151. 
Maison  Carr6e,  468. 

Neuve, 

Maisons,  47. 
MaHepoket,  xxii. 
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Malmaison,  29. 
St.  Halo.  97. 

to  Nantes,  13£. 

Biameit, 

It.  Mamet,  408. 

Manoique,  604. 

le  Mans,  15k 

Mansle,  2SS. 

Mantes,^ 

-Marans,  913. 

Marbor^,  310. 

Marcadau,  303L 

at  MarceUin,  500. 

Marcbe  le  Pot,  576. 

Marchiennes,    . 

Harcillac,  412. 

Marcoing, 

Marennes, 

Mareuil,  212. 

Margaux,  270. 

Marguerite,  Isle  Ste.,49a 

at.  lurie  aux  Mines  , 

•te.  Maries,  468. 

BCarignac, 

Marimy, 

Bfarlborougb,  at  Brest,  125. 

Marly,  29. 

Marmande,  259. 

Mannoutiers  Abbey,  188. 

Marquise,  11. 

at.  Inars  la  Bruydre,  154^ 

Marbbilles,  476.  481. 

Marseille  sur  Oise,  17. 

Martial, 

Martin, 

■t.  Martory,  392. 

Martres,  332. 

Marv^ols,  409. 

Massal, 

Massiac,  406. 

St.  Mathurin,  204. 

at  Matthieu,  126. 

Maubeuge, 

Maulten,  237. 

Maupertuis, 

St  Maur,  204. 

les  Maures,  490. 

Maurlac, 

St.  Maurice, 

Maurs,  408. 

Mauves,  206. 

Maxent, 

st  Maximin,  489. 

Mayenne,  river,  115. 

Mayetd'E(M>le,386. 

Meaux.  555. 

St.  Medard,  8S6. 

Medoc,  and  its  wines,  267'  971. 

M6dous,  315. 

Mehun,  181. 

Mehun  sur  Ydvre,  350. 

Metllant,  354. 

Meilleraye*  136. 

Melun,  S76. 

Menars  le  GhAteau,  181. 

Menat,  355. 

Mende,  416. 

St.  Menehould,  557. 

Menei  Arr&  biUs,  136. 

Menhir,  10& 

Menil  sous  Jumi^gea,  52. 

•te.  Mftrel'£glise,81. 

M«r«ville,:      . 

Merueys, 


Mbtrb,  the,  X. ;  Table  or,  re- 
duced to  feet,  xii. 
M'ttray,  193. 
Metz,55S. 

to  Luxembourg,  571. 

Meudon,  110. 

Meulan,  32. 

Meung,  181. 

Meuse,  river,  567. 

Meximieux,  530. 

M6se, 

Mesene,  Mt.,  430. 

Mgsidres,  56& 

Mialet  418. 

Michel,  Mont  St.,  93. 

Midi,  Canal  du, 

Milbaud, 

Mimet, 

Mirabeau,  359.  504. 525. 

Mirage,  460. 

Mire, 

Mirecourt, 

Moirans,  489, 500. 

Moiselies,  19. 

Moissac,  257. 

Molesme, 

Molifere,  472. 

Monaldeschi,  358. 

Monceaux, 

Moncountour, 

Monestier,  507. 

Money  of  France,  x. 

Monistrol,  415. 

Montagney,       , 

Montaigne,  (Michel  de),  27* 

Montaigne  (Vendue),  212. 

Montargia,  359. 

Montaubon,  245. 

Montbard,  523. 

Montbazon,  217. 

Montbelliard,  554.      * 

Montbert,  413. 

Montblanc,  437. 

Montbrison,  404. 

Montbnin,  423. 

Mont  Dauphin,  509. 

Mont  de  Marsan,  274. 

Montdidier, 

Mont  Dore  lea  Bains,  401. 

Mont  d'Ours,  400. 

Mont^limart,  440. 

Montereau,  377. 

Montesquieu's  chAteau,  273. 

Montferrand,  388. 

Montfort,  Jean  de,  142. 

Mont  Genivr^ 

Montgolfier,  421. 

Montignv. 

Montivilliers,  64. 

Mont  Jan.  206. 

Mont  Lhfery,  170. 

Montlosier,  401. 

Mont  Louis,  344. 

sur  Loire,  188. 

Montlu^on,  354. 
Montluei,  590. 
Montm/ljeur,  456. 
Montm^dy,  568. 
Montmirail,  588. 
Montmorency,  45. 
Montmorillon,  227. 
Montpellier,  469. 
Montpensier,  Butte  de,  386. 
Mont  Peniu,  308. 


Montpeyroux,  395. 
Montpesat,  425, 426. 
Montpont,  256. 
Montrejeau,  323. 
Montrelais, 
Montreuil, 

Montreuil-sur-Mer,  16. 
Montrevel, 
Montrichard, 
Montrodiex,  395. 
Montrognon,  344. 
Montrond,  344. 
Mont  St  Michel,  93. 
Mont  Valerien,  29. 
Mont  sous  Vaudry,  324. 
Mont  St  Victoire,  489. 
Morbihan,  145. 
Moreilles,  213. 
Morey, 
Mores,  524. 
Morlaix,  119. 

to  Nantes,  136. 

Momas,  443L 
Mortagne,  114. 

Vendee,  211. 

Mortain,  101. 
Mortemar,  46, 
Morvan,  S^. 
Mosac,  387. 
Moselle,  181. 
Mosquitoes,  431. 
la  Motte  F6n6Ion,  244. 
Moulineaux,  52. 
Moulins,  361. 

to  Clermont  and  le  Pu^ 

386. 
Moyenvie,  541. 
Mozat,  387. 
Mulberry,  441. 
MUlkausen,  552. 
Munster,  552. 
Murat,  244.  405. 
la  Mure,  503. 
Muret,  282.  332. 
Murol,  403. 
Mutaig,  548. 
Myriamdtre,  xiv.  xxl* 


N. 

Nages,  468. 
Nampont,  16. 
Nancjf,  540. 
— —  to  Treves,  569. 
Nangis,  513. 
Nanterre,  30. 
NaNTBS,  161. 

to  Poitiers,  206. 

to  Rochelle  and  Bordeaux 

212. 
Nanteuil,  560. 
Nantua,  530. 
Narbonne,  473. 
— —  to  Pernignan,  39& 
Narcissa,  47a 
Navarre,  chAteaux  de,  72. 
Navarreins, 

Neauphle, 
St.  Nectaire,  403 
NeH;  Felix,  510. 
DD  2 
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Ncnoun.SBPL 

Nerac.  flits. 
N«rUlc*B«iiit,S54. 
Ncn,  488. 
KeufbriMwh,  558. 
Neurch4te«a,  547. 
NrarcbAtd,  96. 
Neuilly,  99. 

—  fur  Mane,  5S8. 
Neury, 

Mevcrt,  361. 
ft.  NicolM,      % 
Nicot,  4fi6. 
Vl>iBs,4a.' 

to  MaiMiUM,  474. 

Kiort,  S27. 
Mismet,  46S. 
Nlfelle,  S80. 
St  Nlsier,      . 
Noftlllcs,  241. 
Nogent  tur  Sdnc,  514. 

—  le  Rotrou.  454. 
-«-  Mir  VevnlMon,  360. 
Noir^table,  404. 
Noirlac,  S54. 
NoinnouUeri  lie,  167. 
NoUy.       . 
Nonancourt,  114. 

Nord,  Depart,  du,  574.  878. 
NomaiAiiiD%-,  1.  3.    Routes  S— 

103. 
Norrey,  78. 
Nort.  136. 
JTottradaimii,  475. 
Vouvion,  76. 
Koyades  of  the  Loire,  165. 
Noyon,  572. 
Nulu,  528. 


0. 

Oberlin,  549. 
Octerille,  88. 
Odilienberg,  550. 
OfMel,  Si.     .J 
OleroD,  288. 
Olette,  344. 
Olivet,  176. 
OlliouUei,  482. 
at.  Omer,  3. 
Omonville,  27. 
Oo,  Lac  d\  317. 
Orange,  443. 
Orcidre,  Cd  d\  511. 
Orjgon,  486. 
OrivaU51. 
OiLEANS,  171. 

tiegeof,  174    "^ 

Maid  of.  173—179.  217. 

—  railroad  to  Paris,  176, 

— —  to  Toulouse,  240. 

— -  to  Bourges  and  Clermont, 

350. 
les  Ormes,  210. 
Ornans, 
Orthes,  383. 
OsMif,  v'al  d',  $92. 
Otsoue,  304. 
Ossuarj',  207. 
Oudon,  SOS. 
Oueuant,  1S6, 
OttUins,  414. 


)a  Pacaudt^re,  364. 

Pacy  sur  Eure,  70L 

Paimbttuf,  167. 

Faimpol,  1S28. 

Pain  Bouchain,  365. 

•t.  Palais, 

Pklais  du  Roi,  416. 

Palaiseau, 

U  Palisse,  364. 

le  Pallet,  «ua 

Palud,  442. 

Palus, 

Pamiers,  339. 

Panfous, 

Paraclete,  church  of  th^  514. 

St.  Pardoux,  355. 

Paris,  20. 

— ^to  Caen  and  Cherbourg, 

70. 
-^  to  Brussels  by  St.  Quentin, 

Cambrai,  Valenciennes,  571. 
— —  to  Dijon,  by  Troyes,  513. 

by  Sens  and  Tonnerre,  521. 

.—  to  Lille  by  Peronne  and 

Arras,  575. 
— -  to  Mezieres  and  Sedan  by 

Rheims,  560. 

to  Nantes,  150. 

to  Orleans,  170.   Railway, 

176. 

to  Rennes,  109. 

to  Rouen  (railway^  27. 

— — ,  lower  road,  28. 

—  — ,  upper  road,  44.  Z 
to  Lyons,  Route  de  Bour« 

bonnois,  355. 
— ^ .-._  Route  de  Bourgogne, 

376. 
.—  to  ChAlons,  by  Autun,  384. 
to  Strasburg,  by  Nancy, 

537. 

to  Flombidres,  546. 

toVersailles  (railroad),  109. 

-^—  to  Mulhauseu  and  B4le, 

to  Metz  and  Forbach,  554. 

Parthenay,  411. 
Pane  Provisotre,  xviL 
Passpohts  and  Poucb,  xyi— 

xix. 
Passy,  111. 
Patey,  171. 
St  Patrice,       , 
Pau,  286. 
— —  to  Oleron  and  Yal  d'Aspe, 

290. 
to  Eaux  Bonnes  and  JEIaux 

Chaudes,  '291. 

—  to  Cauterets  and  Bareges, 
296. 

— i-.to   Bagndres  de  Bigorre 

and  de  Luchon,  318. 
St.  Paul, 

de  Dax,  274. 

Pavilly, 

le  P^age, 

le  Pecq,  SO. 

Pedauque,  la  Reine,  250. 

PelacoT  244. 

Pelvaux]  Mont,  492.  506.  511. 

Fendentif,  4^.  j 


PentieoiMa,  296L 

St-  Peray,  438.    Wine,  439. 

Perci,90. 

Perdu,  Mont,  310. 

St.  Pftre,  380. 

Periers,  88. 

Pirigueux,  256. 

Peronne,  576. 

Pcrpignan,  337. 

to  Mont  Louis  and  Pay* 

oerda,S43. 
Perrache,  433. 
Perte  du  Rbone^  530^ 
Pertignac,  225L 
Petrarch,  447.  452. 
Pertuis,  339. 
Pejrrada,  308. 
Peyrehorade,  283 
Peyresordet,  317 
PeyroUes.  504. 
Peyruis.  504. 
P^zenas,  472. 
Pfalsbourg,  542. 
Picade,  port  de,  330!. 
Pic  du  Midi  d'Ossau,  295. 
Pic  du  Midi  de  Bigorre,  513. 
Picauigny,  17. 
St.  Pierre  le  Montier,  361. 

Ecrite,  384. 

—^  let  Eglises, 

Pierrefitte,  30a 

Pierrelatte, 

Pilas,  Mont,  ^1 

le  Pin,  475. 

Pithifiers,  178.* 

Plantageuet,  104. 155 

Plesfiis  les  Tours,  191. 

Pleyben,  140. 

Ploermel,  149. 

Piomb  de  Cantal,  406 

Plombtdres,  547. 

Plou  istel,  126. 

Plo       »,       . 

Podcnsap, 

Poi8sy,31. 

Poitiers,  218.    Battle  of,  221. 

— ~-  to  Cliiteauroux,  SSis. 

to  Rochefort  by  Niort,  237. 

Poix,  17. 

St.  Pol,  4. 

St.  Pol  de  L^on,  129. 

Polignac,  S96l 

Poligny,  524. 

Polminbac.  407. 

Pommard,  528. 

Pommerival,  26. 

Pompadour,  243. 

Pompignan, 

Pons,  217. 

Ponsas,  436. 

Pontacq, 

Pont  k  Mousson,  569 

Pont  Audemer,  69. 

Pontarlier,  525. 

Pontcharra,  501. 

Pontch&teau,  404. 

Pont  d'Ain,  530. 

Pont  de  Beauvolsin,  4S)a 

Pont  de  C^,  d05. 

Pont  de  l*  Arc,  427. 

Pout  de  1' Ax^  34. 

Pont  de  Montveit,  417. 

Pont  de  Pany, 

Pont  d'Eapagn^  SOS. 
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Pont  du  Chiteau,  4M. 
Pont  du  Gaxd,  457. 
Pontgibaud,  393. 
Pontigny,  521. 
Pontius  Filate»  431.  436L 
Pontivy,  138. 
Pont  I'Eveque,  70. 
Pont  le  Roy,  514.  < 
Pontoise,  26. 
Pontorson»  93.  95. 
Pontoux,  222. 
Font  St.  Esprit,  442. 
Tone  St.  Maxence,  575 
Pont  Scorfi;  143. 
Pontrieux,       . 
Pont  sans  Pareil,  3. 
Pont  sur  Yonne,  377. 
Popea  at  ATignon,  446 
8t.  Porchaire,  215. 
Pornic, 

Port  Royal  des  Champs,  15a 
Port  sur  Sa6ne,  537. 
Port  Vendres,  338. 
Port  de  Launay,  139. 
Portets,  260.  332.  339. 
Poste  aux  Anes,  433. 
Posting  in  France,  xix. 
Pouges,  360. 
Pouilly, 
Poullaouen,  137. 
at.  Pour^ain,  386. 
Pouy,  274. 
Pradelles,  415. 

Prades,  343.  f 

Pratz  de  Mollo,  344. 
Preigiiac,  260. 
Pressigny, 

Pretender,  (the)  72.  130. 
Privas,  423. 
Privat  d'Allier, 
Provence,  429. 
Provins,  511. 
,Pug^re,       • 
Puiseaux, 
Pujols, 
Puleaux,      . 
Puttelange, 
le  Fuy,  2m.  399. 
Puy  de  Dome,  390. 
— —  Gravenoire,  393. 
— .  Griou,  40& 
— .Pariou,  391. 
—  Marman,  394^ 

la  Poix,  404. 

Tartaret,  403. 

Puylaurens, 

Puyrnaurins,  342. 

Puyoo,  283. 

Pybbnbbs,  929      Routes,  80. 

^  82.  83,  85,  86,  87.  91.  94.  97, 

98. 
directions  for  travelling, 

235.  240. 
:— — ,  the  Eastern,  339.  345. 


Q. 

Quelem,  140. 

St.  Quentm,  572. 

St.  Quentin  in  Normandy,  99. 

Querqueville,  87. 

Quesnoy,        , 

Qu^villy,  52 


^ueyrax,  Val,'S09. 
^uiberon,  147. 
|uilleboeuf,  53. 
mimper,  141. 
mimperle,  141. 
Suineville,  81. 


R. 


Rabastens,  332. 
Rabelais,  198. 
Racine,  560. 
Raillidre,  309. 
Railroads,  xxv. 

—  Paris  to  Versailles,  109. 

—  —..•   to  Rouen,  27. 

— —  ——'  to  St.  Germain,  SO. 

to  Orleans,  176. 

to  Corbeil,  176. 

—  Nlmes  toBeaucaure,  474. 

Bordeaux  to  La  Teste,  265. 

Roanne.  to   St.  .Etienne. 

364.  419. 
Lilleto  Courtrai,  57a 

—  Lyons  to  St.  Etienne,  413. 

Strasburg  to  BAle,  550. 

Montpellier  to  Cette,  471. 

Rambaut, 

Rambert, 

RambouiUet,  150. 

la  Ranee,  river,  132 

Randan,  364i 

Randanne,  401. 

Raneie,  mines  de,  340. 

Raneogne, 

Raz,  Pointe  de,  141. 

Re,  lie  de,  214. 

Rebenac, 

la  Recousse,  3. 

Redon,  139. 

Reign  ac, 

Reims,  562. 

St  Remi,  455. 

Reroiremont, 

Remoulins,  461. 

Rene  d'Anjou,  487. 

Rennes,  117. 

ito  Brest,  118. 

to  Vanned,  149. 

la  Rtole,  260. 
Relhel,  566. 
de  Retz  at  Nantes,  163. 
Rheims,  562. 

to  Luxembourg,  568. 

Rhins, 
Rhonb,  432. 

Lyons  to  Avignon   and 

Aries,  432. 

the  Haut,  Aix  to  Lyons, 

528. 

Perte  du,  530. 

Junction  with  the  Sadne. 

433. 
Rbiiys,  146. 
Ribeauvillg,  550.   ' 
Richard    Cceur-de-Lion,     37. 

201.    Death  of,  255. 
Richelieu,  212. 
Richet, 

Rienzi  at  Avignon,  447. 
Riom,  387. 
St.  Riquier,  17. 


Rive  de  Gief,  414. 

Rivesaltes,  337. 

Roanne,  964. 

to  St.  Etienne  (Railw*y) 

and  Valence,  419. 
la  Roche, 

Bernard,  1 18. 

Guion,  48. 

Roche  Corbon,  188. 

Cotte,  200. 

Rochefort,  214.     ■ 

la  Rochefoucauld,  222. 

1h  Rochelle,  213. 

Rochemaure,  440. 

le  Rochepot, 

les  Rochers,  117. 

Rocroi,  ^.  , 

Rodex,^. 

Rohan,  138. 

Roland,  Camisard  chief,  428. 

Rolleboise,  28. 

St.  Romain, 

de  Colbosc, 

Romanche,  Val,  505.  507. 

Romans,  500. 

Romorontin, 

Roncesvalies,  SS7< 

Roquefort,  274.    Cheese,  412.5] 

Roquemaure,  445. 

Roscoff;  130. 

Rosidres, 

les  Rosiers,  204. 

Rosny,  Chateau,  2S.  '^ 

Rosporden,  141. 

Rostr§ncn, 

Roubaix,  578. 

Rouen,  35  44. 

to  Paris,  (Railroad),  28. 

34.  40. 
to    Havre,    51.    55.     by 

Yvetot,  63. 

—  to  Alen^on,  68. 

—  to  Caen,  69. 

to  Orleans,  178. 

RouflFkch,  552.^ 

Rougemont, 

Rouilly,' 

Roupy, 

les  Rousses,  524. 

Rousillon, 

Rouvray,  51.  380. 

Royan,  272. 

Royat,  392. 

Ruel,  29.  : 

Ruffec.  222. 

Ruines, 

Rumingol, 


Sables, 

le  Sage,   birth-place  of,    14<> 

his  death,  14. 

Saintes,  216. 
Salbris, 
Salces,  336. 
Salins,  525.   au, 
Sailes  Comte 
Sallies.  283. 
Salon,  475.; 
Samer,  16. 
Sanadoire,  40S. 
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teacy,  Pfedi^Mt. 

tendnipt,  591. 

Sa6ni,  JUmt,  ChAloM  to  Ly- 

<NM«  381  •  9Mb  SM. 

flttmboun,  542. 
airaMU,f46. 
8MMnaff^499. 
ftiuloe.SM. 
Sauiieu,  9B1. 
!•  Sault,  589. 
8«iniur,9Ql. 
Sauterne,  fi60. 


at  teuTcur  les  nalot,  90S. 

Le  Vtcomtf » 88. 

SftTCiian  14A 

Sa7«ilere«.905. 

ftiTanlaii.  99ft 

SftfciiMif  518. 

SftvignT.  177. 

•t.  SaTin,  8S7. 900. 

ScArroo,  156i> 

Sceaux,  17a 

Schelcrtadt,  5S0. 

Schirmcck,  5«8. 

Schoraouutin,  651. 

SacuteUokSn. 

SedAii,  567. 

Siet,6B. 

Seijnelaj, 

la  SeiUmrage,  908. 

SuNt  Rivsa,  Parti  to  Rouen, 

46. 

Rouan  to  Havre,  5L 

Semiir, 

Senllt,  571. 

Seni,Sn. 

Sept  Laux,  SUA. 

Sernln, 

Seiresi 

Serri^ret, 

et  Serran,  96. 

tt  Sever, 

S^rignac,  S91. 

Sevign£.  Mad.  de.  117.  44L 

Sevre,  Nantalse,  Sli. 

Niortaia^ 

Skrres  china,  112. 

Seysfel,  5S9. 

Sesanne,  ^8L 

Sierck,  569. 

Sigean,  936. 

SUkworm,  441. 

Sillery,  581. 

SUteron,  504. 

I^eleton     Tour    of    Franoe, 

xxxtL 
Soissoni,  560. 
Solesmes,  156. 
Soligny,  114. 
le  Sologne,  210. 
Sommesous,  538.  581. 
Sommiires. 
la  S6ne,  500. 
Sorguee,  451. 
Sortgny, 
SotteriUe, 
Soucbei,  579. 
Soults  lea  Bains,  548. 
la  Source  du  LoireL  176. 
SouTigny,  369. 
Souse,  201. 
Sleain-boati,  xxri. 


Stenay,  568. 

SraasBOuaa,  542.  546.    FMt, 

545. 

to  Bile  (RailnMd),  550. 

—  to  Epinal,  546. 

to  neiaiicoii,  by  Cdmar, 

553. 
Sucdnio,  146. 
SuIlT,   178.     HU  caatle,   154. 

His  grare,  154. 
Sulabach.  558. 
Suion,  Val  de,  517. 
Symphorien  en  Laye,  366. 


T. 

Tables  d*HMe,  xxvUi. 
Tailleboarg,  S15. 
Tain,43& 
Talbot's  death,  257. 
TaHanl,504. 
TMicanriU^  54. 
Tanlay,  522. 
Tarare,  365. 
TaraaooQ,  454. 

(Aiidge).  340. 

Tarbn,  318. 

Tun,  41 1.417. 

Tartas,  874. 

Tencin,  501. 

Teste  de  Buch  (Railway),  265. 

Tet,  SiS. 

Than,  Etang  de,  472. 

Thann,  553. 

Thann,  near  Caen,  77. 

Theatres,  Roman,  58. 

at  Orange,  444. 

at  Aries,  457. 

Th^gonneeh, 

le  Tlieil,      . 

Thiers,  404. 

ThUsac,  407. 

ThionTille,  569. 

Thorigny, 

Thouars, 

Thoury,  135. 

Thueyts,  415.  42& 

Tlffkuges,  £ia 

Tinchebrav,  101. 

Tocquevelle, 

Toiasey,  383. 

Tombeleine,  93.  95. 

Toites,  reduced  to  feet,  xiiL 

Tonnay  Boulon, 

Charente,  S15. 

Tonneins,  25a 
Tonnerre,  522L 
Tonguedec,  129. 
Torfou,  210. 
Torigny,  102. 
Tortes,  999. 
Tfttes,  27. 
Toul,  539. 

Toulon,  4»SL    Siege,  483. 
TouUme,  246  255.    Battle  of, 
25a 

to  Bordeaux,  247. 

to  Aucfa  and  Fau,  331. 

to  Bagndrea,  332* 

to  Foix,  339. 

to  Narbonne,  333. 

Touraine,  169. 
Tour  de  Carol,  34S. 


Tour  de  Bdlot,  427. 

de  Cordouan,  S7S. 

du  Pin,  492. 

— —  en  Bessin,  SOl 
Tourcoing,  578. 
Tourmalet,  313. 
Tournori,  388. 
Toumon,  437. 
Toumua,  382. 
roars,  189. 193. 

to  Locbes,  19#. 

to  Chinon  and   Saumo^ 

196. 
— —  to  Nantea,  1S8. 
—— '  to  Poitiera  and  Bocdead, 

117. 
Tourville,  28. 

Toussaint  rOuverture,  585. 
TouTrea,  489. 
Trameaaiguea    (Tal     d'Am^ 

316L 
la  Trappe  prea  Soligny,  114. 
Trapplst  Convents,  136L 
Tr^guier,  128. 
Tremblay, 
Treport,6B. 
Treves,  204k 
Tr§voux,  383. 
Trichery, 
Trlel,  a. 
Troumoosa,  907. 
Trouille, 
Trouvilie,70. 
Trogett  514.    Treaty  of,  SIS. 

Weight,  515. 
Tulle,      . 
TuUina.  500. 
Turcoing,  578. 
Turenne,  844. 
Mar8hal,:568.  583. 


U. 


Ubaye, 
Uchau,  468. 
Urdoa.  291. 
Uriage,  499. 
Urrugne,  280. 
Urtubi.  280. 
Usaat,  341. 
Ussel,      . 
Uierche,  243. 
Ui^s,  428. 


V. 

at.  Vaast  la  Hougue,  82. 
yaiaon,445. 
Val  d' Ante,  99. 
Valen^ay,  241. 
Faience,  437. 

to  Aubenaa,  Privaa,  aad 

Nlmes,  422. 

to  Grenoble,  50a 

Valencienneit  S35. 
Valerien,  Mt  29. 
St.  Vallery  sur  Somme^  17. 
Vallery  en  Caux,  65. 
Vallery,  377. 
St.  Vallier,  436. 
Valliquenrille,  63. 
Vallons  '427. 
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Vallouise,  511. 
Valmy,  557. 
Valonge*,  81 . 
Val8,4Si. 
Val  Suson,  517* 
Vannes,  148. 
Vanvres,  110. 
Var,  490. 
Varades,  907. 
VarenneM,  557. 
la  Vatay, 
Vaubadun, 
Vaucelles,  75. 
Faucluse,  451.    , 
Vaucouleura,  547. 
Vaud6naont» 
Vaudencourt, 
Vaudreuil,  34 
le  Vaunage,  467. 
Vaux  de  Vire,  100. 

Vauxhall,  115. 

Vayres, 

le  Velay,  396. 

Fenasque,  329.     Port  de  326. 
330. 

Vendeans  at  Granville,  90. 

at  Laval,  116. 

. at  Savenay,  149. 

— ^  at  le  Mans,  155. 

at  Saumur,  203. 

at  St.  Florent,  S07. 

la  Vendie,  116. 

Vend6ine,194. 

Vendres,  Port,  338. 

V^nerand, 

Ventoux,  Mont,  453. 

St.  Veran,  510. 

Verberie, 

Verdun,  557. 

Veretz, 

Vergy, 

Vermanton,  379. 

VemeuU,  114. 

Vernon,  33. 

Verpillieres, 

VerridTee, 

Versaalles,  112. 

Verteuil, 


Vertrieux,  529. 
Vervins, 
Vesoul,  537. 
Vexin,  45. 
Ve«eUy,  379. 
Vic  de  Sos,  340. 
Vichy  Baths,  363. 
Vic  le  Comte, 
Vic  sur  Cere,  407. 
Vidaul>an,  489. 
Vietlle.Brioude,  396. 
Vienne,  434. 

to  Grenoble,  492. 

Vienon,  240.  350l 
Vigan, 
Vigneoourt, 
Vignemale,  302. 
Vigny.  46i. 
Vilaine,  river,  117. 
Villandraut, 
Villards,       . 
Villars,       . 

Bocage,  100. 

d'Arlne,  506L 

Villebon,  154. 
Villedieu  les  Ponies,  103. 

le  Perron,  227. 

Villefranche  sur  Sa6ne,  383. 

(Aveyronl,  408. 

Villejuif,  356. 
Villeneuve,  le  Roi,  378. 

de  Marsan,  285. 

les  Avignon,  446. 

la  Guiard, 

Villequier,  5SL 

Villers  Bocage,  100. 

Villers  Cotterets,  560. 

Vire,  100. 

Virey,       . 

Viroflay, 

Viry,       . 

Viso,  Monte,  510. 

U  Vista,  475. 

laViUrelle,416. 

Vitre,  lia 

le  Fran^ais,  583. 

Vivarais,  416.  423,424. 
Viviers,  442. 


Vizille,  502. 

Void,  539. 

Voirons,  492. 

Volane,  429. 

Volnay,  528. 

Vottatre.  170  179.  536. 

Volvic,  387.1 

Voreppe,  494. 

Vosges  mountains  (Routes  168. 

170),  548,  549. 
Vougeot,  Clos  de,  5S7. 
Vouill^,       . 
la  Voulte,  440. 


W. 

Waldbacb,  549. 

Wasselonne,  542. 

St.  WandriUe,  56. 

Weights  and  measures,  z.  xii. 

Wellington,  Duke  of,  158,  in 

the  Pyrenees,  232.  281 ;   at 

Bayonne,  276. 
Wimereux,  11. 
WimUle,  U. 
Wissant,  IL 


X. 

XantraiUes,  285l 
Xertigny,  517. 


Y. 

Yfevre,  350. 
St.  Yrieix, 
Yssingeaux,  415. 
Yvetot,63.    Roi  d',  63. 


Z. 


Zabem,  542. 


THE    END. 
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MESSRS.  J.  &  R.  M'CRACKEN, 

7.  Old  Jewry,  London, 

^gmtt  is  appointment  to  tj^e  IKogal  ^calfcms, 

AND 

▲GENTS  OENERALLT  VOR  THE  BECEFTION  AND  8HIPKBNT 
OF  WORKS  OF  ART,  BAGGAGE,    ETC., 


RnnmN  their  sincere  acknowle^Lgments  to  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  for  tb  I 
liberal  Patronage  hitherto  confrared  on  them.  They  hope  by  the  modern  I 
tion  of  their  Charges,  and  their  unremitting  eare  in  passing  through  th<  I 
CUSTOM-HOUSE,  Property  confided  to  them,  to  merit  a  continuance  of  th(  j 
fiiTOurs  they  have  heretofore  enjoyed.  Their  Establishment  con^rises  i>r1  | 
AND  SPACIOUS  warehouses,  where  Works  of  Art  and  all  descriptions  d  \ 
Property  can  be  kept  during  the  Owner's  absence,  at  most  moderate  rates 
of  rent. 

J.  and  R.  M*C.  undertake  to  execute  Commissions,  for  the  purchase  of 
Pictures,  Statuary  in  Marble  and  Alabaster,  Bronzes,  &c.,  being  in  direct 
correspondence  with  Artists,  Agents,  and  Bankers,  throughout  the  Con- 
tinent 

British  Artists,  resident  abroad,  having  occasion  to  send  home  their 
Works  for  exhibition,  or  to  be  passed  by  the  Academy,  will  find  it  adyan- 
tageous  to  address  them  to  the  care  of  Messrs.  J.  and  R.  M*C.,  whose  Ap- 
pointment enables  them  to  offer  every  facility. 

Parties  favouring  J.  and  R.  M'C.  with  Consignments  are  requested  to  be 
particular  in  having  the  Bills  of  Ladmg  sent  to  them  DIRECT  by  Post, 
and  also  to  forward  their  Keys  with  the  Packages,  as  all  Goods  MUST 
BE  EXAMINED  unmediately  on  arrival 

J.  and  R.  M*C.  keep  Lachrymse  Christi  and  Marsala  Wines  of  first 
quality,  and  are  the  SOLE  Agents  in  London  to  Messrs.  S.  Stock  and  Co. 
Wine  Merchants,  of  No.  8.  Place  Vendome,  Paris. 


f 
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Their  principal  Correspondents  are--^ 

At  CaIiAIS ^.M..     Mr.  D.  RioNOLLB. 

BouLOOKB  S.  M. ..      Mr.  H.  T.  Wood. 

p. -,g  f  M'*  ^-  Chenub,  Packer,  Rue  Croix  Petita  Champs,  No.  28. 

I  Mestrt.  S.  Stock  &  Co.  Wine  Merchants,  Place  Vendfime.  No.  8. 

HAVBB....M Mr.  A.  Chaumont. 

Mabsbillbs. Messrs.  J.  D.  Richardson  &  Co. 

Nics Mr.  Joseph  Natta,  British  Consulate. 

Gbkoa ..  fMessrs.GiBB8&Co. 

I  Mr.  A.  G.  Babchi,  British  Vice-Consulate. 

Milan Mr.  G.  B.  Silva. 

Cabbaba  ; Mr.  Vincbnzo  Livt,  Sculptor. 
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MeMiv.  7.  4k 


M'Craeken — Agents. 


XtSOHOSM  •••••••>••••   <i 


I 


PiSA.  ..t 


Florbmcb 


VOLTSRKA. 


KOBiB. 


Bologna ..^ 

ClVITA  VeCCHIA 
X^APLBS  ■«•••••■••••••• 

Palbsmo 


Malta  •»••«. 


••«««••• 


Venice 


Trieste 

Bbussbls  ............ 


ROTTBBOAH 


COLOONB 

Matbncb 


Francport  O.  M. 


Munich.. 
Baslb  .. 
Bbrmb.... 


Gkmbva 

ihtbrlaokbn....... 

Grindblwalo  ...... 

Hakburo 


•••••••••••• 


»••«••«••••• 


DRB80RN  ., 


'Meun.  G.  H.  Gowrr  &  Co. 

Mestrt.  W.  Macbean  &  Co. 

Messrs.  Pbtbr  Senn  &  Co. 

Mr.  JosBPH  Guano. 

Mr.  Henry  Dunn. 

Messrs.  Giaco.  Micali  ft   Figo.,  Sculptors  in  Alabaster  and 

Marble. 
Messrs.  Dblla  Vallb  Brothbrs,  Artists  in  Scagllola. 
.Messrs.  Henderson  Brothers. 
Mr.  Fero.  Peterada,  Albergo  dell'Ussaro. 
"Messrs.  Plowdbn  &  French. 
Messrs.  Kerrich  &  Mac  Carthy. 
Messrs.  EmmIc.  Fenei  8c  Co. 
Mr.  Gaeto.  Bianchini,  Mosaic  Worker,  No.  51  la  Canto  de*  Nelli ; 

presso  la  R.  Cappella  de*  Medici. 

Mr.  LUIOI  PlACENTI. 

Mr.  Giaco.  Salybtti. 

Mr.  J.  ToDOH. 

FUi.  Pacetti,  Picture  Frame  Makers,  Viz  del  Palagio. 

Sig.  Otto.  Callaj. 

rMessrs.  Freeborn  &  Co. 

3 Mr.  Carlo  Trebbi. 

iMr.  LOiOi  Branchini,  at  the  English  College. 

CMr.  Del  Bosco,  at  Messrs.  Torlonia  &  Co. 

Mr.  Flayio  Perotti,  British  Vice-Consol. 

Messrs.  Arata. 

Messrs.  Cotterell,  Ioocldbn,  ft  Co. 

Messrs.  Geo.  Wood  &  Co. 

Messrs.  Morrison,  Pinkerton,  &  Co. 

fMr.  Ferdinand  Dimech,  No.  69.  Strada  Teatro,  1  Sculptor  in  Malta 
I     Valletta  j  Stone. 

t Messrs.  James  Soler  &  Co.  ditto* 

Mr.  Emanuel  Zammit 
Mr.  N.  J.  AspiNALL. 

C  Messrs.  Holme  &  Co. 
I  Frerbs  Schielin. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cocossar. 

Mr.F.  A.  Bellbroche. 

Mr.  Jaoou  Rignolle,  Hdtel  de  I'Europe,  Place  Royale. 
rThe  British  Consul. 
3  Mr.  A.  S.  Preston. 
y  Messrs.  S.  A.  Leyino  8c  Co. 
CMessrs.  Coouan,  Borns,  &  Phillippi. 

C  Mr.  J.  M.  Farina,  vis  d,  vis  la  Place  Juliers. 

i  Mr.  Peter  Joseph  Cassinone,  March^  au  Foin,  No.  49. 

Mr.  Joseph  Thuqubt. 

rMr.  F.  Steigbrwald,  Glass  Manufacturer. 
J  Mr.  Ph.  Jacob  Bauer,  Fits. 
1  Madame  Veuve  J.  H.  Stibbbl. 
C  Messrs.  Bino  Brothers  8c  Co. 

f  Mr.  J.  M.  de  Hermann,  Printseller. 
i  F.  Steigbrwald,  Glass  Manufacturer. 
Messrs.  Jean  Prbiswerr  ft  Fils. 

CMr.  Augusts  Buescue. 
1  Mr.  Albert  Truupy. 

Mr.  B.  Ritzchel,  Grand  Qual. 

Mr.  J.  Wyder, 

Mr.  S.  Rottracbbr,  Fils. 

Messrs.  Sghaar  &  Clauss. 

C  Messrs.  L.  Meyer  ft  Sons,  Porcelain  Manufacturers. 
\  Mr.  G.  F.  Thodb. 

Mr.  J.  J.  BccaBBBR. 
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BONN  ON  THE  RHINE. 


ME.   SCHMITZ, 


PROPRIETOR  OF  THE  STAR   HOTEL, 

Bbob  leave  to  recommend  his  Hotel  to  English  Travellers.  TTie  apart- 
ments are  fomished  throughout  in  the  English  style ;  the  rooms  are  car- 
peted, and  the  attendance,  as  veil  as  the  kitchen  and  the  wine  cellar,  are 
well  provided. 

The  STAR  HOTEL  has  heen  honoured  hy  the  visits  of  the  fbllovriDg 
Memhers  of  the  English  Royal  Family :  — 

1818.    May.      His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cambbiiksb  and  Snite. 

1825.    March  and  Sept  Their  Royal  Highnesses  the  Duke  and  Duchess 

OF  Clarence  and  Suite. 

1834.    July.      Her  Majesty  Queen  Adelaide,  accompanied  by  the  Eabi 

and  Countess  of  Errol,  Earl  and  Countess  of  Den- 
bigh, Earl  and  Countess  Howe,  &c. 

1836.  Aug.      Her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  GLoucEcrrER  and 

Suite. 

1837.  July.      Her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Cahbbedge  and 

Suite. 

1839.  Nov.      His  Royal  Highness  Prince  George  of  Cambridge  and 

Suite. 

.»       Nov.      His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert  of  Saxb  Cobubo 

Gotha,  accompanied   by  Prince  Ernest    of  Saxe 
CoBURO  GrOTHA  and  their  Suite. 

1840.  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Cambridge,  accom- 

panied by  the  Princess  Augusta  of  Cambridge  and 
their  Suite. 

1841.  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Kent  and  Suite, 

accompanied  by  his  Serene  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Leiningen. 


i 


Mr.  Schmitz  begs  to  add,  tkaCat  no  Hotel  <m  the  Mine  wiU  be  found  vm 

fnoderate  charges* 


ir- 


l 


: Q 

HAlfDBOOK  ADVESmSER.  5 


SWITZERLAND. 

CROWN  HOTEL,  SCHAFFHAUSEN. 


A.    AMMAN 

Begs  to  assure  the  English  Nobility  and  Gentry,  that  he  feels  grateftd 
for  the  kind  support  he  and  his  father  have  received  from  them  during 
the  last  thirty  years,  and  trusts  by  his  continued  attention,  clean  apart- 
ments, good  cuisine,  and  moderate  charges,  to  merit  their  future  ap- 
probation. Private  Carriages,  and  an  Omnibus  two  or  three  times  a  day  at 
a  very  low  price  for  the  Falls,  and  to  meet  the  Steam  Boats,  will  be  found 
at  tiie  Hotel. 


FRANKFORT     S. 


0 


BING  BROTHERS, 
No.  212.  Zeil,  opposite  the  Hotel  de  Russie, 

Beg  respectfully  to  invite  the  Public  to  visit  their  Establishment,  where 
they  have  always  on  show,  and  for  sale,  a  most  extensive  assortment  of  ar- 
ticles in  STAG'S  HORN  of  their  own  manufacture,  consisting  of  Brooches, 
Earrings,  Bracelets,  Cameos,  Inkstands,  Presse*Papiers,  and  every  descrip- 
tion of  article  for  the  Writing  and  Work  Table,  besides  Vases  and  other 
ornamental  objects  too  various  to  be  here  enumerated. 

Messrs.  Bing  Brothers  have  also  the  finest  Copies,  both  in  Biscuit-china 
and  Bronze,  of  the  Statue  of  Ariadne,  the  Chef-d'ceuvre  of  the  Sculptor 
Dannecker,  of  which  the  original  is  in  the  Museum  of  Monsieur  de  Beth- 
mann  at  Frankfort  s.  M. 

Messrs.  Bing  Brothers  have  likewise  the  Sole  Dep6t  in  Frankfort  s.  M. 
of  the  PORCELAIN  of  The  Royal  Manufactonj  of  Dresden;  and  at  their 
Establishment  may  be  seen  the  most  splendid  assortment  of  Figures  after 
the  Ancient  Models,  ornamented  with  Lace  Work  of  the  most  extraordinary 
fineness ;  likewise  Dinner,  Dessert,  and  Tea  Services ;  Plates,  Vases,  Can- 
delabras.  Baskets,  Paintings,  &c.  &c.  in  the  Antique  Style,  decorated  with 
flowers  in  relief,  and  the  finest  paintings.  Besides  the  above-named  objects, 
they  have  a  superb  assortment  of  Clocks,  Bronzes,  Porcelain,  and  other 
Fancy  Objects,  the  productions  of  Germany,  France,  and  England.. 

%*  Their  Agents  in  London  are  J.  and  R.  M'Cbacken,  7.  Old  Jewry. 
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FRANKFORT    ON    THE    MAI 


MRS.  M.  DOCTOR, 


IFOURNIUEUR  DE  LA  LEGATION   DE   FRANCE, 

Stsbbt,  Schhtjsgabse,  L.  80. 

A  RICH  and  choice  aMortment  of  every  article  for  Ladies*  Dresg,  French 
Emhroideries,  Brussels  and  Valenciennes  Lace,  French  Linen  Handkerchiefs, 
Mantillas,  Stockings,  Nonveaates,  and  Fancy  Groods,  Silks,  French  and 
German  Silk  Velvet,  &c  &c 

Any  order  for  emhroidering,  sewing,  and  drawing  of  white  and  coloured 
patterns  executed  at  the  shortest  notice. 

Mrs.  D.  Tisits  Paris  three  times  a  year;  and  the  additional  advantage  of 
having  her  own  manufactory  there  enables  her  to  produce  the  most  elegant 
and  newest  fiishions. 

English^  FrencJi^  and  German  spoken  here. 


TPMAjnLPOnT    O.  M. 


I 


Thb  Warehoute  of  Shawls,  Silks,  and  other 
Gsshionable  Articles  of  Ladies'  Apparel,  of 

JOSEPH  PFAFF, 

will  be  enlarged  and  removed  at  the  end  of 
the  year  1843,  to  LitD.  No.  195  and  196,  Zbil, 
at  the  comer  of  CATHsaiNE-ScHOOL-STKBST. 


BOHEIWAN  FANCY  CLASS  AND 
CRYSTAL  WAREHOUSE 

OP 

P.  A.  TACCHI, 

LATE 

FRANCIS  STEIGERWALD, 
Zkil,  D.  No.  17, 

rxrosT  o«as. 


e< 


Mr.  F.  a.  TACCHI  begs  to  acquaint  the 
Public  that  he  has  become  the  Purchaaer  of 
Mr.  STElGERWALD's  Establishment  in 
this  Town,  for  the  Sale  of  Bohemian  Fancy 
Cut  Glass  and  Crystals.  He  will  continue 
to  hold  an  Assortment  of  the  newest  and 
most  elegant  Objects  belonging  to  this 
branch,  and  solicits,  and  will  endeavour  to 
merit,  a  continuance  of  the  favours  of  th<i 
Public,  which  the  late  weU-knowa  Firm  en 
i«yed  In  an  eminent  degree  during  a  coniid^' 
able  number  of  years.  •*•«»«•- 


F  R- 


B  6  H  L 

Zeil,  D.  26., 
y«rt  to  the  PosUQffUe, 


E  R, 


Fancy  and  useful  Articles  in  Stag**  Horn  of 
his  own  MMiufactory.  This  MMufactare  is 
peculiar  to  Germamr;  the  Material  is  wrought 

fancy;  such  as,  Arm-Chairs.  Chairs,  Tables, 
Whist^PoSderand  ShSt  Fu3&,  SSSS? 

l«IPd^S£"J:P^n^t^ 

and  Whist  Marquers.  For  LadiM^TS? 
cI^??c\^''^''^«»-»'^-««"^B2dkL; 

Maria  Fabina,  pSce  JuueSI**?? V^  ^^ 
also  for  Paris  GloveT  St JSSf^ni  Jf^^^'^r 
juperior  quality ;  Article  for  Jhe  •Slllf  "if 
peciallya  great  variety  of  LadiS'  JS??^  ^ 
men*sbres8ingCasci.  '*"**"«•  »nd  Gentle. 

to  iS;i£:  "**  ^^P**''  ^'  Genn«i  Article. 
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FRANKFORT    O. 


MANUFACTORY  OF  CANVASS  FANCY  WORKS, 

AKD 

EMBROIDERIES  OF  ALL  KINDS, 

Wholesale  and  Retail. 


MRS.  J.  H.   STIEBEL, 

KBZK,    better  S.  ST,    ail.    FZKST    F&OOB, 

Begs  to  recommend  her  Manufactory  and  Warehouse  to  the  patronage  of 
the  English  Nobility  and  Gentry ;  it  consists  of  a  complete  and  extensive 
assortment  of  all  kinds  of  Chenilles,  netting,  embroidering,  and  sewing  Silks. 

Berlin  and  all  other  kinds  of  Lamb*s  Wool  and  Worsted  of  the  finest  co- 
lours and  in  the  brightest  shades  -,  Silk  Thread  and  Cotton  Canvass  in  white 
and  in  colours. 

Embroidering  and  Knitting  Patterns  of  the  newest  Fashion  from  Berlin 
and  Vienna ;  Steel  and  Oold  Beads ;  Purses  of  all  kinds.  Ornaments  for 
Purses,  Rings  for  Bell-ropes,  &c. 

Jpancs  WiorM  on  (BBXibiL%%  nxtti  <Brahxo^txit%^ 

Begun  for  those  I.iadie8  who  may  wish  to  finish  the  Work  themselves,  and  like-  ; 
wise  Articles  entirely  finished  m  the  newest  Fashion,  consisting  of  Carpets, 
Chairs,  Ottomans,  Footstools,  Armchairs,  Screenes,  Pincushions,  Reticules, 
TaUe  Covers,  Braces,  Gentlemen's  Caps,  Bell-ropes,  Bellows,  SUppers,  and 
everyiVariety  in  the  same  line.  Tambour  frames  and  other  Articles  in  this 
Branch  of  Trade. 

Mrs.  STIEBEL  having  the  assistance  of  the  most  skUftd  work'people  is  enabled 
to  recommend  her  Establishment  for  the  Execution  of  every  kind  of  Work,  on 
moderate  Terms ;  and  strict  attention  will  he  paid  to  aU  Orders  with  which  i 
she  may  he  honoured* 

Her  Agsnts  for  Great  Britain  are  Messrs.  J.  &  R.  MK)rack£n, 
7.  Old  Jewry,  London,  Custom  House  Agents,  to  whom  she  undertakes 
to  forward  any  Packages  of  Baggage,  Wor^  of  Art,  &c.  &c.,  which  English 
Travellers  may  wish  to  send  home. 


AU  Kinds  of  Works  are  tatight  withotU  any  Charge* 
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FLORENCE. 


G.  BIANCHINI  &  SON, 

MANUFACTURERS  OP  TABLES,  AND  LADIES'   ORNAMENTS, 

OF 

FXiOREHTXin:    ]«OSA.ZC^ 

No.  5110.  CANTO  DF  NELLI, 
Near  the  Rotal  Chapel  of  the  Medici, 


Inyite  the  English  Nobilit  j  and  Gentry  to  visit  their  Establishment,  where 
may  always  he  seen  numerous  Specimens  of  this  celebrated  and  beootifQl 
Manu&cture,  in  every  description  of  Rare  and  Precious  Stones.  Orders  lor 
Tables  and  other  Ornaments  executed  to  any  Design. 

Messrs.  G.  Bianchini  Sf  Son's  Agents  in  England  are 
MESSRS.  J.  &  R.   MCCRACKEN,  7.  OLD  JEWRY,  LONDON. 


r.- 


ZTAZtT.-aOMB. 


ITALIAN   LANGUAGE. 
SiffBor  Annellliil, 

74.  Via  dblla  CaocB  Romb, 

Bbos  to  inform  the  Engliih  Nobflitv  and 
Gentry,  that  hit  Terms  for  Instroctfon  in 
the  Italian  Language  are  Six  Pauls  a  Les- 
son,  at  the  Pupil's  Residence  in  any  part 
of  RoMB.  (They  are  mentioned  by  mistake 
in  Handbook  FOR  Cbntrai.  Italy,  p.  251.,  as 
tea  pauls.) 


coB&siirTZ  om  tbs  SBZinB. 


DR.  YONGE, 

ENGLISH    PHYSICIAN, 

RESIDING  AT  COBLEKTZ, 

No.  409.  Castoh  Pupfbr  Stbassb. 


MAYENCE    ON    THE    RHINE. 


T.    NACHMANN    AND    SONS, 


The  EXCHANGE  OFFICE  is  vis-a-vis  the  TOWN-HALL. 


ENGLISH   IS   SPOKEN  HERE. 
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BXCBZi&BnrT  T&AVB&KZirO  coMPAirzoir. 

Just  published,  in  Otic  Folumej  Demy  Octavo,  neatly  hound  in  Goth,  price  ISs. 

HANDY    ANDY: 

BY    SAMUEL    LOVER,    ESQ. 

AUTHOR  OF   "  BOBT  0*MORE,"  ETC. 

WITH 

TWENTY-FOUR  CHARACTERISTIC  ILLUSTRATIONS  ON  STEEL 
1^  BY.  THE  AUTHOR. 

"  Who  tliat  can  read  would  be  without  so  entertainmg  a  companion  as 
*  Handy  Andy  ?  * "  —  Literary  Gazette. 


LONDON :  FREDERICK  LOVER,   PATERNOSTER  ROW. 


HESSIAN    HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  close  to  the  Rhinb, 
near  the  spot  for  the  Landing  and  Departure 
of  the  Passengers  in  the  Steam  Boats  ;  the 
Terminus  of  the  Railroad  to  Frankfort 
and  Wiesbaden  being  but  a  few  minutes 
walk  from  the  House. 

TRAVELLERS  will  meet  with    every 
possible  Accommodation  and  Comfort. 

TABLE  D'HOTE  every  Day  at  1  o'clock. 
DINNERS  served  at  any  Hour. 


nUkVXFOKT    O.  M. 


MB.  GEORGE  SCHEPELER, 

AT  THE  BOSSMARKT,  FrANKPORT  O.  M., 

Keeps  a  general  Warehouse  and  Shopof  Tea, 
Coffee,  Sugar,  and  all  sorts  of  Engbsh, 
French,  Italian,  German,  and  Foreign  Ar- 
ticles and  Groceries,  inclusive  of  Tobacco, 
Havana  Segars,  and  all  sorts  of  Rhenish, 
French,  and  Spanish  Wines  and  Lquors. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  English  Residents 
here  are  accustomed  to  applv  .to  the  said 
Warehouse  for  their  Wants  with  great  con- 
fidence, finding  themselves  In  every  respect 
perfectly  contented  there. 


wtlllAlM  frank, 

Saddler  and  Coaeliamaker» 

Gaosss  Sandgasss,  K.  55, 

AT 

FRAXrXFOKT  O.  M. 


G.  FABER,  BOOKSELLER, 

C.  116-12,  Ldd WIG- Street. 
Comer  qf  Fust-Street,  near  the  Theatre^ 

Begs  to  announce  that  he  has  constantly  on 
hand  a  large  Assortment  of  French,  En- 
glish, Genxuin,  and  other  Books,  Travellers' 
Guides,  Maps,  Prints,  picturesque  Views  of 
the  most  remarkable  Places,  as  well  as  other 
literary  Works,  Ancient  and  Modem,  which 
he  takes  this  opportunity  of  offering  to  the 
Public  at  the  most  reasonable  Prices. 


F.  A.  MAYER, 

Bookseller,  1069.  Buchel-Staext, 
Near  thf  first  Bathing  Houses, 

To  be  found  there  the  Newest  Works  in  En- 

{lish,  German,  French,  and  other  Languages ; 
<atin,  Greek,  and  Modem  Classics  ;  Maps, 
Post-Books,  Panoramas,  Engravings ;  a  rich 
Collection  of  Music,  and  the  best  Graphical 
and  Medical  Works  on  Aix-la-Chapells 
and  the  Spas  of  Germany,  &c.  Reading 
Room  ;  only  there  to  be  had,  English  (Times, 
Globe,  and  Gallgnani's  Messenger),  French 
and  German  Papers  and  Reviews.  Circu- 
lating Library,  English,  French,  and  German 
Books.  Agency  of  the  General  Steam  Na- 
vigation Company.  Editor  of  the  "  Gazette  " 
of    Aix-la-Chapbllb.      Any    Information 

g'ven  also  on  the  Steamers  of  the  Rhinb. 
ook  of  Addresses  for  Gentlemen  residing 
in  Town. 
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Second  Ediiion, 

pawiiign  AHD  COHSmSBABLT  BHLABGEP,  WITH  ADIXITtOHA];* 
BMGmAYIHGS  OF  FATTXBK8,  STC^  PKICB   lOf.  6^ 

THE 

HAND-BOOK    OF    NEEDLEWORK; 


TO 

EVERT  KI17D  OP  DECOBATIVE  NEEDLEWORK,  CROCHET, 

KNITTING,  AND  NETTING, 

WITH 

A  BRIEF  mSTOBIGAL  ACCOUNT  OP  EACH  ART. 

BT 

MISS     LAMBERT, 

(or   KlW    BC&UKGTOK    SVftlBT.) 

COBteBtS. 

CHAT.  CHAP. 


XIII.  Embroidery. 

XIV.  Stitches. 
XV.  CanvaaWork. 

XVL  Braiding  and  Applique. 
XVIL  Bead  Work. 
XVIII.  Crochet. 
XIX.  Knittmg. 
XX.  Netting. 

XXI,  Needlework  of  the  English 
Queens  and  Princesses. 
XXIL  Conclusion  —  «  The  Praise 
of  the  Needle." 


0 


L  Introduction. 

IL  Tapestry. 
nL  Materials  in  GeneraL 
IV.  Wool. 

V.  Silk. 

VL  Gold  and  Silver. 
VIL  Chenille,  Braid,  etc. 
VIII.  Canvas. 
IX.  Berlin  Patterns. 

X.  Implements. 

XL  Drawing  Patterns  for  Em- 
broidery, Braiding,  etc. 
XIL  Framing  Work. 

With  One  Hundred  and  Fifieen  Engravingt  an  Wood,  cf  Patterns, 

Implements,  Sfc. 

•«  The  most  cunous,  complete,  and  erudite  treatise  on  the  Art  of  Needle- 
work that  has,  prolxBtbly,  ever  been  compiled.  The  variety,  fulness, 
and  systematic  arrangement  of  the  book,  not  to  say  oUe  word  about  its 
numerous  engravings,  and  the  remarkaUy  elegant  style  in  which  it  is 
*  gotten  up,*  demand  unmixed  applause." — Adas. 

«  An  eminently  practical  work ;  dear  in  its  explanations,  precise  in  its 
directions,  natund  m  its  arrangement.  The  style  is  simple  and  easy ;  the 
collateral  information  abundant  Its  value  is  enhanced  by  historical 
notices,  which  have  been  prepared  with  judgment  and  knowledge,  and  are 
not  disfigured  by  the  slightest  affectation." — Pb^ftechnic  Beview, 

3boadoa :  o-obn  BCnrraj-,  Albemarle  Street. 
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DECORATIVE    NEEDLEWORK, 


3.    NEW   BURLINGTON    STREET, 
(th&bb  dooks  from  regent  street,) 

3bOin>OH'. 

FINISHED  AND  COMMENCED  WORKS  OP  EVERY  KIND,  AND  THE 

CHOICEST  MATERIALS. 


Foretirn 


Polyfflott 

lyaahing 

Books 

for  LAOIBf. 

Ditto 

FOR  QENTLSUEN.       ' 

Engh'sh  is  French  t 
English  ^  Italian, 
English  4r  German^ 
t  If*  each. 


Extra  Large  Stze, 

TBRY  T«IN, 

ls.per^iilre, 
Ids.  per  Sin. 


Mounted  upon  Linen  or  Vellum,  and  inserted  in  MOROCCO  or  RUS- 
SIA CASES,  elegant  or  plain,  with  Coronet  and  Name,  or  Name  only, 
lettered  thereon,  at 

JOHN    LEE'S    GUIDE  DEPOT, 

ftftO.    VmBBT    STSAVB, 

TWO  DOORS  WEST  OF  LOWTHER  ARCADE, 

Where  an  extensive  collection  of  Guides,  Hand- Books,  Maps,  Dic- 
tionaries in  all  Languages,  and  Interpreters  useful  for  Travellers  upon 
the  Continent  or  elsewhere,  can  be  obtained,  and  also  every  Information 
calculated  to  render  a  Summer's  Tour  economical  and  interesting. 


e- 
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FRANKFORT   ON    THE    MAINE. 

The  Shop  of  the  Tobacconist, 

MR.  GEORGE  KREBS, 

Zeil,  opposite  the  Post  Office  and  Hotel  be  Ritssdb, 
Is  the  largest  Segar  Shop  in  Frankfort— There  is  a  very  great  Selectioo 

OF 

oannrB  ou>  bavava  sackass  or  m^ 


&c.    &c 
Besides  this,  Mr.  KREBS  deals  in 

TEA,  COFFEE,   SUGAR,  GROCERIES,  FRENCH  AND   SPANISH 

WINES  AND  LIQUORS. 

HE   SELLS   AT   MODERATE  FIXED  PRICES. 


Mr.  GEORGE   KREBS  is  the  AGENT  in  FRANKFORT  for  the 

nmsTTi  Airi>  XiOwsoir  stbam  irAvzcMLTZOxr* 

BY  THE    STEAMERS   OF   THE 

EAGLE     COMPANY,    on   the    Upper    Rhine,    hetween    Matxncb, 

St&asbouro,  and  Basle  : 
DUSSELDORF  COMPANY,  on  the  Lowbb  and  Middle  Rhine,  between 

Mayence,  Cologne,  and  Rotterdam  : 

AMD 

TBB   eSVB&A&  STBAM  BTAVZOATZOBT   OOKPABrT. 

Between  Rotterdam,  Antwerp,  Ostend,  and  London.] 

Passengers  can  book  to  any  place  on  the  Rhine  and  to  London.  Also 
the  fullest  information  wiU  be  given  respecting  the  Arrivals  and  Departoies 
Of  the  Steamers  and  other  Conveyances  in  communication  with  them. 


<•) 
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Vnutkfdrt  on  the  Kalne. 


JEWELLERY. 

MR.  M.  GOLDSCHMIDT 

Has  the  honour  to  recommend  his  Jbwel- 
LEB.Y  Warbhousb  to  the  notice  of  Travellers. 
It  is  situated  opposite  the  Russian  Hotel, 
D.  211.  Zbil,  and  contains  at  all  times  the 
richest  assortment  of  French,  German,  and 
Geneva  Jewellery.  Mr.  Goldschmidt  has 
also,  during  the  summer,  a  second  Shop, 
richly  assorted,  at  WIESBADEN,  No.  9.  m 
the  Colonnade,  near  the  Theatre. 
French  and  English  spoken  in  both  Shops. 


COB&BSTTK. 


AT 


Frankfort  on  tbe  Maine, 

Zeil,  Lit.   H.   No.  12., 

BVZXiBS,  REPAIRS,  4l  &BTS 


ALL    SORTS   OF   TAUKKS. 


MR.    F.    HOLSCHER, 

Print  and  BookHieller, 

Begs  leave  to  recommend  his  complete  as- 
sortment of  VIEWS  of  the  RHmE  and 
the  MOSELLE ;  PANORAMAS  of  CO- 
BLENTZ,  of  TRIER  and  its  Environs ; 
designed  by  that  well-known  and  eminent 
Artist,  Mr.  Charlbs  Bodmbr.  Mr.  F.  H. 
flatters  himself  that  these  Works  of  Art 
cannot  fail  to  be  highly  interesting  to  all, 
particularly  to  those  meditating  a  Tour  up 
the  Rhine  or  Moselle. 


P.  LAMPMANN, 


KAULFUSS,  PRANDEL,  &  CO. 
Booksellerfl  A.  Publisbers, 

KOHLMARKT,    1150, 

Has  a  large  Collection  of  NEW  and  OLD 
BOOKS  in  all  Languages;  all  New  Pub- 
lications as  soon  as  published ;  also  a  large 
Assortment  of  Travelling  Maps,  Hand-lxxdis, 
Guide-books,  &c. 

0- 


The  Town  of  Iiemberir* 


FRANCIS   FELLINGHAUER, 

Kohlmabkt,  No.  424.  Vienna, 

dealer  in 

ALL  SORTS  OF  FANCY  ARTICLES. 

F.  F.  begs  to  recommend  to  the  Nobility 
and  Gentry  all  sorts  of  Fancy  Articles  in 
Bronze,  Steel,  Cast  Iron,  Mother  of  Pearl, 
Ivory,  and  Granite  Stone;  Plated  Goods; 
Fancy  Articles  in  Wood  and  Horn;  Port- 
folios, Visiting  Card  Cases,  Cigar  Cases,  &c. ; 
Travelling  Dressing  Cases,  complete  for 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen ;  Jewel  Cases  and 
Watch  Stands  ;  Rulers,  Paper  Knives,  Seals, 
and  Paper  Holders ;  Tea  Caddies  and  To- 
bacco Cfases ;  all  sorts  of  Shooting  and  Tra- 
velling necessaries ;  English  Riding  and 
Driving  Whips,  and  Sticks.  He  has  also  a 
complete  Assortment  of  Leather  Fancy  Ar. 
tides  in  the  English  and  French  style; 
genuine  English  and  French  Perfumery,  all 
sorts  of  Soaps,  Pomatums,  &c.;  Clothes, 
Hair,  Tooth,  and  Nail  Brushes. 

F.  F.  undertakes  all  sorts  of  Commissions, 
and  the  forwarding  of  Goods  at  home  and 
abroad  at  the  lowest  prices. 

JOHN  PALM, 

Bookseller  to  Bis  Majesty, 

No.  19.   Theatiner  Street, 
Near  the  Golden  Stag, 


Begs  to  inform  the  English  Gentlemen  and 
Ladies  visiting  this  Capital,  that  his  Esta> 
blishment  is  constantly  supplied  with  a  large 
Assortment  of  the  newest  English,  German, 
French,  and  Italian  Publications ;  Grammars, 
Dictionaries,  Road  and  Guide  Books,  Maps, 
&c.    Terms  moderate.    English  spoken. 


ORT   O.  M. 


THE  SHOP  OF 


JOHN    VAL    CREDE, 

Catharinbn  Fportb  K.  No.  37.  &  38, 
One  of  the  oldest  in  the  Town,  oflTers  many 
±OTS 


FOR    PRESENTS, 

and   French 


as  well  English  and  French  as  German 
manufactory.  Here  are  to  be  had  the  bronse 
copy  of  the  Ariadne  of  Dannecker  in  diilbrent 
sizes;  Genoa  Silver  Filligran  Articles; 
Brunswick  Paintings  on  Paper  and  Coppar ; 
Geneva  Watches,  rich  Gilt  Table  Sets, 
Clocks,  &c. ;  Stages-horn  Goods  in  great 
variety,  English  Perfumeries,  &c.  Ac,  at 
reasonable  ^ices. 
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CUSTOM    HOUSE    CHAMBERS, 

Lower  Thames  Street^  London, 


Teatkllbrs  who  send  Works  of  Art,  or  other  valuable  Propertj,  to  and 
from  Itondon  and  the  Continent,  shoidd  consign  them  to  the  care  of  an 
Agent  at  the  Cnstom-Hoose,  in  Iiondon,  to  prevent  lots  or  daaoi^ge.  The 
charge  is  the  same  whether  the  €k>ods  are  so  consigned  or  not. 

Mr.  J.  F.  CHlMJIBSTf  formerly  of  the  Bill  of  Entry  Office,  Long 
Boom,  Cnstom-Honse,  is  authorised  by  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  to  act 
as  Agent  for  receiving  and  despatching  Goods,  and  has  given  Bond  for  the 
amount  of  lOOOL  for  tiie  safety  of  Property  entrusted  to  him.  —  Those  who 
address  their  Packages  to  him,  should  direct  their  Agents  to  send  a  Bin  of 
Lading,  by  post,  with  instructions  as  to  Insurance.  Goods  should  be  in- 
sured m  London :  the  expense  is  less,  and  the  settlement  in  case  of  loss 
more  secure,  than  on  Foreign  Insurances. 

The  following  are  Mr.  Chinn£BT*s  principal  Correspondents  Jar  receiving 
and  expediting  Goods :  — 

Calam  ••••• .w....  Messrs.  P.  Dbvot  &  Co. 

BoiTLOGNB Messrs.  Caky  Fserbs  &  Co. 

Paris 

BoROSAOX Mr.  Jambs  Maguirb. 

Gbnbva Mr.  B.  B.  Frbumdlbr,  Rue  du  Rhone. 

ZcRica Mr.  G.  H.  Fasi. 

Lccbrnb  ...m. Messrs.  Kn6rr&  Son. 

Lausannb   ........... ..  Mr.  Gaspard  Amhann. 

Bbrnb  .....m .,..  Messrs.  F.  &  R.  Kupfee. 

Basel Eringbr  3c  Co. 

Nick Mr.  P.  Natta. 

Genoa   « Mr.  A.  G.  Barcri. 

Marseilles Messrs.  Richardson  &  Co. 

Leghorn Messrs.  Henderson  Bbotubrs. 

Florbmcb..» Mr.  S.  Lowe. 

Bomb Mr.  W.  Lowe. 

Venice Messrs.  Tatum  &  Modib. 

JjAP''"  Mr.  J.  S.  Robertson,  47.  Strada  Sta.  Caterina  a  Chiaia. 

Vienna  ..— Messrs.  Rohrmann  &  Co.,  Booksellers. 

Munich Mr.  G.  Jacquet,  Bookseller. 

Berun MM.  BcRMBisTER  &  STRANGE,  Booksellers. 

Dbbsdbn Mr.  J.  Mbyer,  Mittlere  Frauen  Oasse. 

Carlsbad.. Mr.  Carl  Knolx. 

CARLSROHB  AND>       „      ^         *wm.i.i.. 

Badbn  Badbm        ^     Mr.  w.  Crbuzbaubr,  Bookseller. 
Frankfort  on  Mainb    Mr.  F.  Bohlbr.  Rue  Zell  D.  No.  26. 

SJSR^Air.::::::-;:::.  jjj;  j;  y  caW.. 

Si^  ::::'^:::"     ^r.  C.B.  Arnold.- 

^r^;^::::::  5?;^?--; Banker. 


0- 


Goods  must  ^^^ined  when  they  arrive  in  London,  therefore  Packaws 
. ^^J^^lied  should  have  the  Keys  attached.  ^ 
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BOOKS 

FOB 

^l^e  portmanteaux 

OP 

TKAVELLERS    ON   THE    CONTINENT. 


1.  THE  RURAL  and  DOMESTIC  LIFE  of  GERMANY.    By  Wm.  Howitt.    21  j. 

■*  The  descriptions  of  the  peculiarities  in  the  scenery  and  life  are  wonderfully  exact.  The 
author,  throughout  his  work,  brings  out  the  points  of  contrast,  and  on  that  account  the 
Genasax  gains  more  knowledge  of  England  firom  this  work  than  trova.  many  others  devoted 
to  its  description.  The  whcde  work  is  so  superior  to  any  similar  work  from  the  nen  of  an 
Englishnian,  that  the  German  who  cares  anything  about  the  opinions  of  the  English  must 
be  rctjolced  at  it'*  —  AUgemeime  Z<i'<«mg,  February  5. 1843. 

2.  NOTES  of  a  TRAVELLER,  on  the  Social  and  Political  State  of  FRANCE, 
PRUSSIA,  SWITZERLAND,  ITALY,  and  other  parts  of  Europe.    By  S.  Laimg.    16f. 

3.  MR.  LAING'S  TOUR  in  SWEDEN.    12t. 

4.  MB.  LAING'S  RESIDENCE  in  NORWAY.    14*. 

5.  GREECE  AS  A  KINGDOM:  a  Statistical  Description  of  that  Country.     By  F. 
Stbono,  Bavarian  Consul  at  Athens.    ISs. 

6.  MUSIC  and  MANNERS  in  FRANCE  and  NORTH  GERMANY.      By  H.  F. 
Chorlbt.    II.  lU.  6cf. 

7.  MOUNTAINS  and  LAKES  of  SWITZERLAND.    By  Mbs.  Bray.    31«.  6(f. 

8.  A  GEOGRAPHICAL,  STATISTICAL,  and  HISTORICAL  DICTIONARY.    By 

J.  R.  M'CULLOCH.     4/. 

9.  SIDNEY   HALL'S  NEW  GENERAL   LARGE  LIBRARY!  ATLAS  of  Fifty- 
three  coloured  MAPS.    Colombia  folio,  9/.  9s. 

10.  THE  HISTORY  of  FRANCE.    By  E.  E.  Crowb.    18s. 

11.  LIVES  of  the  MOST  EMINENT  FOREIGN  STATESMEN.     By  G.  P.  R. 
Jambs.    30s. 

12.  The  HISTORY  of  MARITIME   and   INLAND   DISCOVERY.      By  D.  W. 

COOLEY.     18s. 

13.  SIR  EDWARD  SEAWARD'S  NARRATIVE  of  his  SHIPWRECK.     By  Miss 
Janb  Porter.    21s. 

14.  THE  HISTORY  of  the  NETHERLANDS.    By  T.  C.  Grattaw.    6s. 

15.  LIVES  of  the  MOST  EMINENT  FRENCH  WRITERS.  By  Mrs.  Shbllbt.  12s. 

16.  LIVES  of  the  MOST  EMINENT  LITERARY  MEN  of  ITALY,  SPAIN,  and 
PORTUGAL.    By  Mas.  Shbllbt.    18s. 

17.  AN  ENCYCLOPiEDIA  of  ARCHITECTURE.    By  J.  Gwilt.    1000  Woodcuts, 
%.  12s.  6(2. 

18.  An  ENCYCLOPEDIA  of  GEOGRAPHY.    By  H.  Murray.   1100  Woodcuts.  3/. 

19.  A  DIAMOND  LATIN-ENGLISH  DICTIONARY.     A  Guide  to  the  Meaning, 
Quality,  and  right  Accentuation  of  Latin  classical  Words.    By  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Riddle.    4s. 

20.  MAUNDER'S  TREASURY  of  KNOWLEDGE.-  8f.  6tf. 

21.  MAUNDER'S  BIOGRAPHICAL  TREASURY.    8s.  6tf. 

22.  MAUNDER'S  SCIENTIFIC  and  LITERARY  TREASURY.    10s. 


SboBdon:  Sbeaginaiif  Brawii«  Oreeny  and  Zionfmaiis. 
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THE  TRAVELLERS'  COMPLETE  AND  PORTABLE  EDITION 

OF 

LORD  BYRON'S  POETICAL  WORKS. 

IN  ONE  VOLUME. 

Royal  8vo,  15«. 


."  I  twine 


Mr  hopes  of  being  remember'd  in  my  line. 
With  mr  land's  language." 

Childe  Harold. 


This  Edition  contains  all  the  Poetical  Works,  together  with  the  whole  of 
the  Notes  by— 


Sir  Walter  Scott, 
Ijord  Jeffrey, 
Professor  Wilson, 


BiSHOF  Hebee, 
j.  g.  lockuart, 
George  Ellis, 


Thomas  Campbell, 
Rev.  H.  H.  Milmak, 
Thomas  Moore,  &c. 


given  in  the  various  editions  of  18S3.  It  is  beautifully  printed,  from  a  new 
type  cast  expressly  for  the  occasion ;  and  is  embellished  with  a  splendid 
Portrait  of  the  Noble  Poet,  a  View  of  Newstead  Abbey  engraved  in  the  best 
style,  and  a  page  of  fac- similes  of  the  Hand- writing  of  Iiord  Byron  at  dif- 
ferent periods  of  his  life. 

For  travellers  and  tourists,  at  home  and  abroad,  this  Companion  will  be 
found  in  every  way  complete. 

The  Volume  is  very  handsomely  bound  in  strong  durable  cloth, 

Price  Fifteen  Shillings. 

%*  "  The  reading  which  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  preferred,  while  at  Ravenna,  was  Lord 
B3rron's  Poems,  of  which  he  procured  a  convenieut  travelling  copy,  in  one  volume.  "— 
Life  qfSir  Humphrey  Davy. 


•.   -V,"---  -w 


Also^  uniform  with  (he  above, 

LORD  BYRON'S  LIEE  &  PROSE  WORKS, 


COMPLETE   IN   ONE   VOLUME, 


With  Portraits  of  Lord  Byron  at  six  different  periods  of  his  Life, 
arid  a  View  of  Newstead  by  Moonlight, 

Royal  8vo,  205. 


*^*  Travellers  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  Foreign  Editions  of 
English  Works,  as  by  recent  Acts  of  Parliament,  the  importation  of  even 
A  Single  Copv  is  prohibited,  and  will  be  seiied  at  the  Custom-house. 


^       LONDON:   JOHN  MURRAY.  ALBEMARLE  STREET. 


.^ 
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JOHN   MARIA   FAEINA, 

OPPOSITE    THE    JULICH'S    PLACE, 
CO&OOM-B    O.  SBZSTB, 

PURVEYOR  TO  HER  MAJESTY  QUEEN  VICTORIA,    TO   HIS  MAJESTY 

THE  KING  OF  PRUSSIA,    ETC. 
OF 

THE  ONLY   GENUINE   EAU    DE   COLOGNE. 


The  frequency  of  mistakes,  which  are  sometimes  accidental,  but  for  the 
most  part  the  result  of  deception  practised  bj  interested  individuals,  induces 
me  to  request  the  attention  of  all  English  travellers  to  the  following  state- 
ment. 

Since  the  first  establishment  of  my  house  in  1 706,  there  has  never  been 
any  partner  in  the  business  who  did  not  bear  the  name  of  Farina,  nor  has 
the  manufacture  of  a  second  and  cheaper  quality  of  Eau  de  Cologne  ever 
been  attempted.  Since  1827,  however,  several  inhabitants  of  Cologne  have 
entered  into  engagements  with  Italians  of  the  name  of  Farina,  and,  by 
employing  that  name,  have  succeeded  to  a  very  great  extent  in  foisting  an 
inferior  and  spurious  article  upon  the  Public. 

In  the  year  1836  a  Mrs.  Aldenbruck  established  a  manufactory  of  Eau 
de  Cologne  under  the  the  firm  of  "  J.  M.  Farina,"  at  2.  Frederick  Wilhelm 
Street ;  and,  in  order  to  render  the  deception  more  complete,  carried  on 
business  for  some  time,  under  the  firm  and  address  of  J.  M.  Farina,  opposite 
the  Julich's  Place,  No.  2.  This  imposition  was  speedily  put  a  stop  to  by 
the  interference  of  the  authorities ;  but  JNirs.  Aldenbruck  has  since  taken  a 
shop  in  the  neighbourhood  of  my  house,  Unter  Goldschmidt,  No.  6.,  and 
has  now  opened  another  in  a  small  house  near  the  Julich's  Place,  No.  4. 
I  therefore  beg  to  inform  all  strangers  visiting  Cologne  that  my  Establish- 
ment, which  has  existed  since  1706,  is  exactly  opposite  the  Julich's  Place, 
forming  the  comer  of  the  two  streets,  Unter  Goldschmidt  and  Oben 
Marspforten ;  and,  that  it  may  be  the  more  easily  recognised,  I  have  had  the 
Arms  of  England  and  Prussia  put  up  in  front  of  the  house.  By  calling  the 
attention  of  the  public  to  this  notice,  I  hope  to  check  that  system  of  imposi- 
tion which  has  been  so  long  practised  towards  foreigners,  by  coachmen, 
valets  de  place,  and  others  who  receive  bribes  from  the  vendors  of  the 
many  spurious  compounds  sold  under  my  name. 

J.  M.  FARINA. 

My  Custom-House  Agents  in  London  are 
MESSRS.   J.   &  R.  MCCRACKEN,  7.  OLD  JEWRY. 

0— ■ 3 
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PENINSULAR   AND    ORIENTAL 
STSAKK   NAVZOATIOlf    COMPAmr. 


&> 


Offices^  No,  51.  St,  Mary  Axe^  LondoUy  and  57.  High  Sireet,    j 

Southampton, 

PRESENT  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  COMPANY. 


Hone 

Tons.  Power. 

Hindoitan 1800  520 

BenUnck 1800  6a0 

OrienUl 1673  4.W 

Great  LWerpool 1540  4G4 

TagUB 900  306 

Royal  Tar 700  260 

Bragansa 700  260 

Lady  May  Wood 650  260 


Tons. 

MontroM 650 

Iberia 560 

LiTerpool(2) 520 

Pacha 590 


Horse 
Power, 

MO 

180 

160 

200 


C^^rol  ^^^  Steamers, oa  the  Kile. 

Atfeh  ~  Stem  Tug,  on  AkoumdrU 

Canal. 


8TBAM  TO   ZVBIA  VIA   BOTVT. 

(Passengers  are  now  booked  through  by  the  Company,  including  Transit 
through  Egypt,  and  every  Expense  from  embarking  at  Southampton  to 
landing  at  Bombay,  Ceylon,  Madras,  or  Calcutta. 

-         -  35  days. 
•  45  ^laya.) 

Bnfflaad  to  Aleiuuidrift.— The  ORIENTAL,  Capt.  J.  Soy,  1673 
tons  and 450  horse  power,  and  GREAT  LIVERPOOL,  Capt.  A.  M'Leod, 
1540  tons  and  464  horse  power,  start  alternately  from  SOUTHAMPTON 
on  the  1st,  and  from  FALMOUTH  with  the  Maik  on  the  2d  of  EVERT 
MONTH,  and  arrive  at  ALEXANDRIA  in  about  15  days,  including  a 
Stay  of  6  Hours  at  GibralUr,  and  of  24  Hours  at  Malta. 


Average  length  of  passage  to  Bombay    - 
Ditto  CalcutU    - 


Alezaiidria  to  Cairo.  —  The  Company  have  commodious  Passage 
Boats  upon  the  Mahmoudie  Canal  towed  by  a  POWERFUL  STEAM 
TUG  ;  and  on  the  NILE,  the  Iron  Steamers  CAIRO  and  LOTUS. 

Cairo  to  8uex«  —  Passengers  are  conveyed  by  commodious  Carriages 
for  4  persons ;  also  Saddle  Horses,  Donkies,  and  Sedans.  Passengers  should 
apply  to  Mr.  James  Davidson,  the  Company's  Superintendant  in  Egypt, 
and  to  Mr.  H.  Levick,  Agent  at  Suez. 

Sues  to  Bombay.  —  The  Honorable  East  India  Company's  Steamer 
starts  from  Suez  about  the  22d  of  every  Month  as  soon  as  the  Passengen  by 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company's  Steamer  to 
Alexandria  have  arrived  on  board. 


Rates  of  Passage   from  England  to  Bombay,  imcludikg 

OF  Transit  through  Eottt. 
For  a  Gentleman  ....    ^^114    g, 

ForaLady  ....    ^|20    S. 


EXFXMSB 


•a 
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SVSZ;  TO  CBTAOXr,  BKAJDBAS,  iLKB  CA&CVTTA. 

The  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company's  Steamer, 
HINDOSTAN,  1800  tons,  520  horse  power,  will  start  from  Suez  on  or 
about  22d  May,  22d  September,  and  22d  December,  1843,  and  at  in- 
tervals of  3  months  afterwards ;  and,  in  the  intermediate  months,  Government 
Steamers  will  run  on  that  line. 

The  BENTINCK,  sister  vessel  to  the  HINDOSTAN.will  leave  South- 
ampton on  the  24th  of  August,  1843,  for  Calcutta,  and  will  run  alternately 
with  the  Hindostan  between  Suez  and  Calcutta,  touching  at  Ceylon  and 
Madras,  leaving  Calcutta  on  the  15th  of  December,  1843,  on  her  first  trip 
for  Suez. 

Kates  of  Passage  frok  Englakd  to  Calcutta,  ikcluding  Expense 

OF  Taaksit  through  Eotft. 

For  a  Gentlemoi,  lowest  Rate       -  .  «  •   j£\43   0 

For  a  Lady  ditto  -  -  -  -       153    0 

These  Rates  include  Table,  WiQes,  &c. ;  also  Cabin,  Famiture,  and  Fittings,  Bedding, 
Linen,  and  Steward's  Fees. 

Baggage  skould  no/  exceed  300  Ibt,  each  passenger,  packed  in  trunks  of 
portcMe  size  and  weight, 

8TBAIIC  TO  XAZiTA,  ZOlTZAJr  ZSUMBTDS,  ITJUXY,  A.O. 

To  Malta  by  the    ORIENTAL   or  GREAT   LIVERPOOL,   1st    of 
every  month.     From  Malta,  steamers  twice  a  month  to  Corfu,  &c.,  and 
three  times  a   month  to  Civita  Vecchia,  Naples,  &c.     This  is  by  far  the 
most  economical  and  convenient  mode  of  conveyance  for  families  visiting 
Italy. 

8TBAIIC  TO  VZOO,  OPOKTO,  USBOST,  CADIZ, 


One  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company's  Mail 
I    contract  Steamers  from  Southampton  every  Saturday  at  4  p.  m.  ;  and  from 
Falmouth,  with  the  Mails,  on  the  Monday  following.     Passage  to  Lisbon, 
5  days ;  to  Gibraltar,  8  days. 

8TBAM  TO  ATBBVS,  SBOCniTA,  COSTSTAarmrOPliB, 


Occasional  trips,  for  which  see  Newspaper  Advertisements.     Expense  of 

the  voyage  out  and  home,  including  handsome  Table  and  all  charges,  702.  -^ 

Travellers  in  the  East  will  find  this  a  much  more  agreeable  and  expeditious 

mode  of  returning  to  England  than  by  the  Danube,  which,  the  vessels  having 

to  navigate  against  the  current,  is  very  tedious. 

Note.  —  Passengers  who  book  to  India,  Malta,  or  the  Levant,  may  have  the  privilege  of 
visiting,  WITHOUT  ADDITIONAL  CHARGE,  every  Port  in  PENINSULA 
or  MEDITERRANEAN  at  which  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation 
Company's  Steamers  calL 

FOREIGN  AGENTS. 


BoiiBAT...............Maegregor,  Brownrigg,  & 

Co. 

Calcutta J.  R.  Engledoe. 

Madras »..C  Biden. 

Cbymn. T.  Twynham. 

Aden L.  Thomas. 

Suez »H.  Levick. 

Albxandma .Briggs  &  Co.  (Agents), 

James  Davidson  (Super- 
intendent). 


CoNf  TAMTUIOPLH...HanBOn  &  Co. 

Smyrna P.  Abbott 

Athens Green)&  Dixon. 

Malta O.  C.  Edmond  (Superin* 

tendent). 

GIBRALTAR............W.  J.  Smith. 

Cadiz Hijos  de  Pedro  de  Zulueta. 

Lisbon J.  Vanseller  Sc  Sons. 

Oporto A.  Miller. 

Vigo ...Menendes  Sc  Barcena. 


<~> 
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LIST 

or  TBI 

STEAM    BOATS 

AffrWKBK 

ENGLAND   AND   THE   CONTINENT, 

UELOKOUTG  TO  THE 

GENERAL    STEAM    NATIGAnON    COMPAM, 

IK   CORRXSPOKDENCE   WITH 

ITje  RHINE  STEAMERS  of  the  DUSSELDORF  COMPANY  for 
the  Lower  and  Middle  Rhiks,  and  those  .of  the  BASLE  EAGLE 
COMPANY  for  the  Upper  Rhine,  as  far  as  Baste,  by  which  Ccaxvejaaea 
Passengers  can  book  from  London  to  any  Place  on  the  Rhiue,  or  ince  versdj 
at  the  reduced  Fares  mentioned  hereunder. 


Offices  in  LONDON,  69.  Lombard  Street,  37.  Regent  Circus, 
Piccadilly,  and  35.  Leadenhall  Street,  where  JBerths  can  he 
secured, 

From  akd  to  the  CUSTOM  HOUSE  or  TOWEK 

To  BamburiT  (with  Her  Majesty's  Mails),  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday 

morning  early, 

Returning  every   Tuesday   and   Friday   night,  according  to 

tide.     Fares:  — Chief  Cabin,  4^;    Fore  Cabin,  St;    Children 

under  10  Years  of  Age,  half-price;  4- Wheel  Carriages,  10?.; 

2- Wheel,  &, ;  Horses,  77. ;  Dogs,  20s.  each. 
To  BaTTOf  once  every  Week. 

From  akd  to  BRUNSWICK  WHARF,  BLACKWALL,  LONDON. 
To  Botterdam  (with  Her  Majesty's  Mails)  every  Wednesday  and  Satur- 
day morning  at  \  before  10  o'clock, 

Returning  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  morning. 
To  Antwerp*  every  Thursday,  at  12  o'clock  noon, 
Returning  every  Sunday  afternoon. 

Fares  to  Rotterdam  or  Antwerp :  —  Chief  Cabin,  42». ;  Fore 
Cabin,  S2«.  6d, ;  Children  under  10  Years  of  Age,  half-price; 
Coach,  61 ;  Chariot,  51 ;  Caleche,  4/.  ;  2-Wheel  Carriages, 
3/. ;  Horses,  61. ;  Dogs,  10«.  each. 

From  and  to  LONDON  BRIDGE  WHARF, 
To  Ootondf  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  morning, 

Returning  every  Tuesday  and  Friday  night,  according  to  tide. 
Fares:— Chief  Cabin,  30«. ;    Fore   Cabin,  25«. ;    Children 

"",^fZ  ^?  ^^^^  °^  -^K^  half-price;  4- Wheel  Carriages,  4L  4«.; 
2- Wheel,  2/.  28.  :  Horses,  4/.  4*. ;  Dogs,  5s.  each. 


L^. 
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General  Steam  Wavlffatloii  Company — eontlnned. 

To  <3alals«  every  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday  mornings, 
returning  every  Sunday,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Saturday 
night,  according  to  tide. 

TO  SOQloynet  every  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Saturday  morning,  return- 
ing every  Monday,  Thursday,  and  Saturday  night,  according  to 
tide.  Fares  to  Calais  or  Boulogne :  —  Chief  Cabin,  20$. ;  Fore 
Cabin,  15«.  j  Children  under  10  Years  of  Age,  half-price ; 
4- Wheel  Carriages,  3/. ;  2- Wheel,  1/.  10». ;  Horses,  2/. ;  Bogs, 
Si,  each. 

Also  from  BRIGHTON  to 

DIEPPE  HAVRE: 

From   and  to  Kingston    Railway  Wharf,  From   and   to  Kingston  Railway    Wharf, 

Shorebam  Harbour,  calling  at  Brighton  Shoreham  Harbour,  every  Tuesday  and 

Pier,  weather  permitting,  every  Wednes-  Friday  morning,  returning  every  Sunday 

day    and   Saturday  morning,    returning  and  Wednesday  night,  according  to  tide, 
ever^  Monday  and  Thursday  night,  ac- 
cording to  tide. 

Fares:  —  Chief  Cabin,  209. ;  Fore  Cabin,  I5«. ;  Children  under  10  Years 
of  Age,  half-price ;  4- Wheel  Carriages,  3L  Ss. ;  2- Wheel  22.  2s. ;  Horses, 
2L  10s. ;  Dogs,  5«.  each. 

HOME  STATIONS. 

LoKDON  and  Edinburgh  and  Leith,  from  and  to  Brown*s  Wharf,  near 
the  West  India  Dock  Tavern,  Poplar,  every  Saturday  evening,  and  every 
alternate  Wednesday  at  10  in  the  evening. 

From  and  to  Down's  Wharf,  East  Smithfield. 

Newcastle  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  at  8  in  the  evening. 

Sdkderland  every  Tuesday  at  7  in  the  evening. 

Hull  every  Tuesday  and  Friday,  at  8  in  the  morning. 

Yarmouth  every  Saturday  at  6  in  the  evening. 

Ramsoate  daily  at  9  in  the  morning,  from  London  Bridge  Wharf. 

RSINS    STEAM    NAVIGATION. 

DUSSELDORF  COMPANY. 

From  Rotterdam  every  Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  morning, 
at  ^  past  6  o'clock,  to  Cologne,  Bonn,  Coblence,  and  Mayence. 

From  Diisseldori^  Cologne,  Bonn,  Coblence  to  Mayence  daily. 

From  Mayence,  Coblence,  Bonn  to  Cologne  and  Dusseldorf  daily. 

From  Mayence,  Coblence,  Bonn,  Cologne,  and  Dusseldorf  to  Rotterdam, 
every  Monday,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Saturday  in  36  hours.  N.  B. 
Monday  and  Thursday's  departure  are  in  immediate  correspondence  with 
the  General  Steam  Navigation  Company's  Steam  Ships  from  Rotterdam 
to  London,  thereby  performing  the  journey  from  Frankfurt  or  Mayence  in 
72  hours. 

BASLE  EAGLE  COMPANY. 

From  Mayence  to  Mannheim,  Knielingen  (Carlsruhe),  Iffetsheim  (Baden- 
Baden),  and  Kehl  (Strasbourg),  and  vice  versa  daily. 
From  Kehl  (Strasbourg)  to  Basle,  three  times  a  week. 

0 0 
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The  wtLMCT  FARES  wwom  LONDON  to  ths  RHIN£  aMm  shx 

FOLLOW!  KG,  VIZ. 


From  LONDON 

to  the  following 

Placet. 

VUROTTBKDAM. 

Via  ANTW^BRP. 

Via  OS/TBKD, 
andfitomCelBiiaft 

Outer  angle 
Journey. 

Out  and  Home,  «r 
I>onble  Jouncy. 

_     Oat  or  Single  Joumiy, 

ChteT 
CaUn. 

Fora 
.CaUn. 

Chief 
Citbbk. 

Fore 
Cabin. 

ChieT 
Cabin. 

Cabte. 



cbkr 

CaHn. 

Fon 

Cafeio. 

1 

Doueldorf 

Cologne     - 
Bonn          • 
Neuweid     - 
Coblence    - 
Bingenc 
Biebericfa    - 
Wiesbaden 
Mayence     • 
Mannheim  - 
Knielingen 
Iffetsheim  - 
Keh  I— Strasbourg 
Basle 

L.    «.    d. 
2  16     6 
2  18    6 

2  19    9 

3  3  11 
3    4  11 
3  10    1 
3  11     1 
3  11    9 

3  11    4 
8  15    6 

4  0    4 
4    3    4 
4    7    6 
4  15    6 

L.   a.    d. 

1  18  11 

1  19  10 

2  0    6 
2    2    4 

2  3  10 

3  5    2 
3    6    9 
3    6    4 
2    5  10 
2    8    8 
2  11    8 

2  13  10 
8  16  10 

3  2    6 

L.    a,    d. 

4  10    0 
4  10    0 

4  IS    0 

5  1    0 
5    1    0 
5    8    0 
5    8    0 
5  10    0 
5    8    0 

5  14  10 

6  1    7 
6    6    3 

6  13    0 

7  7    6 

L.    a,    d. 
3    0    0 
3    0    0 
3    2    3 
3    7    6 
3    7    6 
3  13    0 
3  13    0 
3  13    6 
3  13    0 

3  17    7 

4  2    2 
4    5    0 

4  9    7 

5  1    8 

L.    «.    d. 

2     3     3 
2    8     1 
2    9    0 
2  13    9 
2  15    3 
2  16    0 
2  15    5 

2  19    6 

3  3    9 
3    6  10 
3  n    0 
3  19    0 

I*.    «.    d. 

1   13    3 
1   15     2 
1  16    6 
1   17    9 
I  18    5 
1  19    0 

1  18    6 
3     1     4 

2  4     1 
2    6    6 
2    9     6; 
2  15    3 

L.   a.    d.  L.    s.  i. 

1  U     5    1     5    8! 
1  16    8  1          «| 

1  17    0  1    8   0 

2  1    9  I  10  9 
2    3    2  1  10  11 
8    3    9  1  U   6 
2    3    5  1  11    0 
8    7    6  1  13  Ifi 
2  11    9  1  16  7 
2  14  10  I  19  Q 

2  19    0  8    S   0 

3  7    0  3   7  0 

Children  under  Ten  years  of  age,  half-price.  For  Dogs  half  the  prkse  of  Fore  CaWn  is 
charged.  On  Carriages  and  Horses  booked  in  London  direct  for  the  RhineL  a  consideraUe 
reduction  is  also  made. 

TICKETS,  NOT  TRANSFEVABLB,  serviceable  for  any  period  during  the  current  year,  for 
the  voyage  OUT  and  HOME,  are  given  via  ROTTERDAM,  with  aconsideraUe  reduction 
on  the  return  fare,  and  with  the  option  to  the  Passengers  of  proceeding  or  returning  by  the 
General  Steam  Navigation  Company's  Steamers,  via  ANTWERP  or  OSTENP  free  of 
extra  charge. 

Passengers  proceeding  by  Bel^um,  who  may  not  have  secured  to  themselves  'Hckcls  in 
London  for  the  Rhine,  may  obtain  the  same  between  Cologne  and  any  place  on  the  V^Uae, 
as  far  as  KEHL  (Strasbourg)  and  BASLE,  of  Mr.  W.  MinnLBTON,  Agent  of  the  Genenl 
Steam  Navigation  Company,  92,  Montague  de  la  Cour,  Brussels. 

Further  information,  and  Monthly  Bills  specifying  Fares  and  the  days 
and  hours  of  the  departures  of  the  General  Steam  Natrigati(»i  Company's 
Ships,  as  well  as  in  regard  to  the  Rhine,  may  be  obtained  by  applying  at 
69.  Lombard  Street,  37.  Regent  Circus,  and  35.  Leadenhall  Street,  Londoii, 
and  of  the  following 

AGZSnrTS: 

VIZ.    OF 

THE  GENERAL  STEAM  NAVIGATION  COMPANY. 

BDiMBUROH....Mr.  R.  W.  HamUton,  21  Wa- 
terioo  Place. 

Nbwcastlb  ...Messrs.  A.  Parker  ft  Co. 

SuNnEiiLAND..Mr.  Wm.  French. 

BaiOHTON Mr.  P.  Black,  French  Con- 
sular Agent,  8  Castle  Squaie. 

HuLL...*...«....Mr.  H.  D.  Pauling. 

Yahmouth  ....Mr.  Chernr. 

Hamburg Mr.  G.  Delaval. 

RoTrBROAM...Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  and  Mr. 
P.  A.  van  Es. 

Antwbrp Mr.  C.  Brequigny. 

OsTKND.... Mr.  R.  St.  Amour. 

Gawd Mr.  I.  van  Aken. 

LiBOB Mr.  Yates,  Place  Lambert. 


& 


CoLooNB........Mr.    I.   Shnonia,    2  FMdiic 

Wilbelm  Street. 

Calais Mr.  A.  Speiers. 

BouLOGNB»....Mr.  W.  Hughes,  and  M.  De- 
lattre. 

Dieppe Mr.  G.  Chapman. 

Havrb .....Mr.  P.  Albrecht. 

RouKN Mr.  Clay  Newton. 

Paris .....Mr.  Levy,  9  Rue  de  la  Faix, 

and 

BauBSELs  .......Mr.  William  Middleton,  9S 

Montagne  de  1«  Qour,  at 
whose  Office  Travellers  can 
book  and  secure  Berths  ta 
London  via  Antwcq*  and 
Ostend. 


t 


0. 
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Oeneral  steam  Wavlgratioii  Company — oontbraeO. 


AGENTS  OF  THE  DUSSELDORF  COMPANY. 


RoTTBRDAM  ...Mr.  I.  P.  de  Cock. 

Emm^bich Messrs.  Salzmann  &  Co. 

DossBLXK>BP  ..The  Company's  Chief  Office. 
Aix-la-Chapbllb,  Mr.  L.  Kohnen. 
GeiK>OMB.......Mr.  I.  P.  Hagen,  22  &  24 

Thurmarkt*    and    on    the 

Rhine. 

Bonn Mr.  F.  Burckart# 

CoBLBNOB Mr.  Wirth. 

Nbvwied Mr.  L  Cssar* 


■•••■••• 


.Mr.  A.  Fischer. 
'JMr.  F.  Schott. 


BiNGEN 

Bibberich.. 
Wiesbaden.. 

Matencb Dr.  Strecker. 

TMr.    Thomas    Fletcher,    Bt 
Messrs.  Gogel,  Koch,  &  Co; 
Mr.  G.  Krebs,  ZeJii  opposite 
C  the  Post  Office. 
Mannhbim Mr.  A.  Helmann. 


Frankfort 


AGENTS  OF  THE  BASLE  EAGLE  COMPANY. 


Maybngk Mr.  Lorum. 

Worms ...Mr.  Ooldmann. 

Mannhbim Mr.  Reichard. 

KNiBUNOBN...Mr.  Ernst  Clock. 

rMr:  Hetairlch  Rosenfeld. 
CAR&SBVBB.4  Messrs.  I.  Geisendorfer,  and 

C  Cfaadouet. 

Iffbbbbim Mr.  Holzer. 

BadbN'-Badbn,  Mr.  Soehnlein. 
KbhL.^...- Mr.  E.  Glueckber. 


Strasburg  ....Mr. 

rrhe  Companv's  Chief  Office* 
whose  Booking  (MIces  are— 

In  the  Hotel  the  *' Three 
Kings." 

In  the  Hotel  the  "  Stork.'*; 

Mr.  Msehly-Lamy,  Reposi- 
tory, opposite  the  landing 

.  place. 


Baslb  , 


rO&     ROTTERDAM 

AND 

ALL   PLACES   ON  THE   RHINE, 

TRB 
WBIX-KNOWN,  BJLEGANT,  AJXD  POWBBFDIi  STEAM-SHIP 

BATAVIER, 

D.  DUNLOP,  COMMANDEB, 

Leaves  ST.  KATHERINE'S  WHARF,  where  Passengers  walk  on  board,  erery  Sunday 
Morning,  and  Rotterdam  for  Londoa  every  Tuesday. 

This  Vessel  is  in  direct  communication  with  the  Boats  of  the  Nbthbrland  Company, 
which  leave  Rotterdam  daily,  one  of  which,  the  NETHERLANDER,  leaves  on  Tuesday 
Morning  expressly  for  the  Passengers  per  Batavier,  direct  to  Mannheim,  and  lUl  faster, 
mediate  places,  arriving  there  on  Thursday. 


Passage  Monet. 


from  London  to  Rotterdam 
Cologne 
Coblratz 
Mayence 
Mannheim 
Shroeck 
Strasbnrg 
Basle 


*• 
I* 
*• 
•I 

*t 


First  Cabin, 

Second  Cabin. 

State  Cabth. 

£  s.   d. 

£  $.   d. 

£  $.  d. 

2    2    0 

\  12    6 

4    0    0 

2  18    6 

1  19  10 

4    0    0 

3    4  11 

2    2  10 

4    9    9 

3  11    4 

2    5  10 

4  19    0 

3  15    6 

2    8    8 

5    3    0 

4    0    4 

2  11  10 

5    9    0 

4    7    7 

2  16  10 

5  19    6 

S    0    2 

3    5    1 

The  State  Cabins  on  deck  are  particularly  airy  and  convenient  for  families.  PRMengers 
may  stop  as  long  as  they  please  at  any  place,  and  resume  their  voyage  when  convenient. 
Tickets  are  given  for  the  voyage  out  and  nome  at  a  considerable  reduction. 

For  flirther  Particulars  apply  to  Mr.  W.  Mat,  123.  Fenchurch  Street;  Messrs.  Hopman 
and  SoRBNK,  4.  Vine  Street,  Minorles ;  Chapun's  Office,  Regent  Circus ;  or  Horb's  Office, 
1«.  Strand. 


U" 
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HANDBOOK    ADVKB.T1SKS. 


THE  ENGLISH  INSTITIJTIOT^ , 

CONDUCTED   BT    DR.  LOVELL, 

Aimom  OF    **  THE   PBACTlCil.   OKRIEAM    DKAKMAK,"     "  KXBBCIBEB 


^IwGl 


d  Da&M  Slephuia  ot  B^< 


b*  ttH  pcrtKt  liEBlOk  cnipl< 
c  In  the  eMdHaabiDeiit.     Tbe 


Dr  Uiiril  iMLVlug  1"«T  purchued  csten- 
ii  .toy  prml—jjj'  ^J^^"™^  'JX* 
[H.)n>ddlUoii  to  ttioH  which  lia*e  Iq. 

^Idjolnlni  Iho  building. 


JU,  knd  HuU  twieep««i« 

-.--   ,  —   Roturdun.vbencitallTie  of  boU"  «"; 
'\Ed(e  'i  diKti  to  MiDaliElm.     From   I»Ddoii  U"^ 


return  puioRe  dbmI*  tooT  dan,  and  Ihe  «■ 
pence  &th«  w«,  BTerj  thing  ta-J'^,'; 
I  about  five  poundi.     For  cbildrm  ^J'Jj 

X  tecurltf  be  conflde 
caplaiD  ot  the  MMSl 

i.  compiiiiDg    tbe   wj^ 
ral  Bnglltb  BdnciUo^ 


Ba«ot«etli 
Fi«  charge  of  the 


I  iix:^i[«^^™5^r™»^^*'"  "*"- 

£^g£t>  orthoBrsptll  tnd  reallng,  the  pni,. 
'    tlpfM  of  punmu,  Ihe  Btil  rule*  of  ^rlth- 

iha  tbeof  «qulred  from  their  bookH,  *„ 
oierr  iliMT- tbe  omnloTn  of  the  teacher  are 
(Uncted  to  glie  Iha  icholar  a  MrU  grmruieii 


Drawing,  Daoei 

S  guinea,     and    t 

The**"     8  BUlt" 


\e    llalian  ImgiiigB  •»* 


l^'^re 


a^rter  begin,  with  Ihe  time  of  ec 
iho  IBth^  is  annualljone  monU 

home  or  remiln  liilh^MluSfe  durin'ri'^ 
^th   a  lowT'"'   '^P"  '^^"''^  '^  '"iffi 

e  eider  cl«,._o^.„,i*..  A^ 

s 


lheeduc>Uon|^' 


■th^JSFiS, 


I 


2  MR.  MURRAY'S  HAND-BOOKS— con/fn«^rf. 


HAND-BOOK  OF   THE  HISTORY  OF  PAINTING—ITALY :  from 

the  Aoc  of  CoNSTAirnNC  thx  Orbat  to  the  Phksbnt  Tims.  From  the  German'of 
KuoLJBB.   By  a  Lady  ;  and  Edited  with  Notes  by  C.  L.  Eastlakb,  R.A.  Poet  8vo.  12«. 

"  This  Work  is  intended  to  supply  a  want  long  felt  by  persons  endeavouring  to 
acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  Early  History  and  Progress  of  the  Art  of  Painting,  which 
no  other  English  work  supplies,  viz.,  a  short  and  easily  intelligible  guide,  pointing 
out  to  the  unlearned  the  leading  styles  of  Art— which  will  serve'as  a  preparation  for 
a  visit  to  the  collections  of  Painting  on  the  Continent,  and  in  our  own  Country  ; 
while  the  remarks  it  contains  with  reference  to  the  characteristics  of  Schools  and 
individual  Artists,  recommend  it  as  a  means  of  forming  the  taste."  ^ 

HAND-BOOK    FOR     FRANCE— NORMANDY,    BRITTANY,    The 

RivxRS  LOIRE,  SEINE.  RHONE,  and  GARONNE;  Thb  FRENCH  ALPS, 
DAUPHINE.  PROVENCE,  and  mm  PYRENEES.    Map.    Post  8vo. 

HAND-BOOK    FOR  EGYPT.     By  Sir  Gardner  Wilkinson.     With 

Maps.    Nearly  Ready. 

HAND-BOOK  FOR  SPAIN.    With  elaborate  Travelling  Maps.     8vo. 

Nearly  Ready. 

HAND-BOOK  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  Part  I. :  Including 

THB  Lakbs  of  CUMBERLAND,  YORKSHIRE,  NORTH  awd  SOUTH,  WALES, 
DERBYSHIRE,  thc  MANUFACTDRING  DISTRICTS,  &c.  Map.  Poet  8vo. 
In  Preparation. 

HAND-BOOK    FOR    LONDON  :    A  Complete  Guide  to  Strangers, 

alphabetically  arranged,  so  as  to  facilitate  reference.    Post  8vo.    Nearly  Ready. 

HAND-BOOK     TO    THE    NATIONAL    GALLERY;     WINDSOR 

CASTLE  ;  HAMPTON  COURT;  DULWICH  GALLERY;  SOANE^S  MUSEUM; 
AKD  BARRY'S  PICTURES.    By  Mb&  JAiotsoir.    2  vols.'  post  8vo>   18f. 

HAND-BOOK   FOR   WINDSOR   AND    ETON  :     A  Guide  to  the 

PALACE,  PICTURE-GALLERY,  Aifn  GARDENS.  By  Edward  Jxssa,  Esq. 
Fcap.  8vo.,  2$.  Qd. 

m 

HAND-BOOK  FOR  HAMPTON  COURT  :  A  Guide  to  the  PALACE, 

PICTURE-GALLERY,  GARDENS,  &c.  By  Edwaiu»  Jaaax,  Esq.  Fcap.  8vo. 
2s.  6d. 

HAND-BOOK  FOR  WESTMINSTER  ABBEY ;   its  A^t,  Architec- 

TUBB,  AND  Associations.    By  Pbtcr  Cvnninoraic,  Esq.    Fcap.  8to.    is.  6d. 

LONDON :  JOHIi  IsTREET. 

PARIS,  GALIGNANI,  and  |  \  LONGMANS^ 

FRANl 


